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Biography  is  the  only  true    History. — Emerson. 

A  people  that  take  no   pride   in   the  noble  achievements  of  remote  ancestors 

will  nevei   achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remembered  with 

pride  by  remote  generations.— J/c/r^z^/^j. 


PREFACE. 


Mij^i^'^i^'JNi'i^A^g  UT  of  the  depths  of  his  mature  wisdom  Carlyle  wrote, 

^      "  History  is  the  essence  of  innumerable  biographies." 

^      Believing  this  to  be  the  fact,  there  is  no  necessity  of 

advancing  any  further  reason  for  the  compilation  of 

such   a  work  as  this,  if  reliable  history  is  to  be  the 

fiTT^^'l^T^TTl^     ultimate  object. 

The  section  of  Iowa  comprised  within  the  limits  of  this  volume  has  sus- 
tained within  its  confines  men  who  have  been  prominent  in  the  history  of  the 
State,  and  even  the  nation,  for  half  a  century.  The  annals  teem  with  the 
records  of  strong  and  noble  manhood,  and,  as  Sumner  has  said,  "the  true 
grandeur  of  nations  is  in  those  qualities  which  constitute  the  greatness  of  the 
individual."  The  final  causes  which  shape  the  fortunes  of  the  individuals  and 
the  destinies  of  States  are  often  the  same.  They  are  usually  remote  and 
obscure,  and  their  influence  scarcely  perceived  until  manifestly  declared  by 
results.  That  nation  is  the  greatest  which  produces  the  greatest  and  most 
manly  men  and  faithful  women;  and  the  intrinsic  safety  of  a  community 
depends  not  so  much  upon  that  true  and  normal  development  from  the  deep 
resources  of  which  proceeds  methods  as  upon  all  that  is  precious  and  per- 
manent in  life.  But  such  a  result  may  not  consciously  be  contemplated  by 
the  actors  in  the  great  social  drama.  Pursuing  each  his  personal  good  by 
exalted  means,  they  work  out  as  a  logical  result. 

The  elements  of  success  in  life  consist  in  both  innate  capacity  and  deter- 
mination to  excel.  Where  either  is  wanting,  failure  is  amost  certain  in  the 
outcome.  The  study  of  a  successful  life,  therefore,  serves  both  as  a  source 
of  information  and  as  a  stimulus  and  encouragement  to  those  who  have  the 
capacity.  As  an  important  lesson  in  this  connection  we  may  appropriately 
quote  Longfellow,  who  said  :  "  We  judge  ourselves  by  what  we  feel  capa- 
ble of  doing,  while  we  judge  others  by  what  they  have  already  done."  A 
faithful  personal  history  is  an  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  observation. 


PRE  FA  CE. 


In  this  biographical  history  the  editorial  staff,  as  well  as  the  publishers, 
have  fully  realized  the  magnitude  of  the  task.  In  the  collection  of  the  ma- 
terial there  has  been  a  constant  aim  to  discriminate  carefully  in  regard  to  the 
selection  of  subjects.  Those  who  have  been  prominent  factors  in  the  public, 
social  and  industrial  development  of  the  counties  have  been  given  due  recog- 
nition as  far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  the  requisite  data.  Names 
worthy  of  perpetuation  here,  it  is  true,  have  in  several  instances  been  omitted, 
either  on  account  of  the  apathy  of  those  concerned  or  the  inability  of  the 
compilers  to  secure  the  information  necessary  for  a  symmetrical  sketch;  but 
even  more  pains  have  been  taken  to  secure  accuracy  than  were  promised  in 
the  prospectus.  Works  of  this  nature,  therefore,  are  more  reliable  and  com- 
plete than  are  the  "standard"  histories  of  a  country. 
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HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  writers  and  profound  thinkers  of  the  present  century,  has 
said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  This  is  a  fact  which  is  becoming  more  and 
more  recognized  as  our  people  advance  in  education  and  intelli- 
gence, and  our  own  great  Emerson,  whose  name  stands  at  the 
head  of  American  writers  of  his  day,  in  carrying  forward  and 
emphasizing  the  great  fact  expressed  by  Macaulay,  says:  "Biog- 
raphy is  the  only  true  history."  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  and  preserving 
this  biographical  matter  in  enduring  form  that  the  design  for    this    volume    originated. 

COMPENDIUM    OF    NATIONAL    BIOGRAPHY. 

Regarding  the  fore  part  of  this  volume,  "Part  I,"  which  is  devoted  to  a  "Com- 
pendium OF  National  Biography,"  but  little  need  be  said.  The  lives  of  the  great 
men  and  celebrities  of  America  are  so  inaccessible  to  the  general  public,  and  are  so 
often  in  demand  without  being  accessible,  that  it  has  been  deemed  wise  to  gather 
together  a  vast  number  of  the  biographies  of  our  nation's  greatest  men  and  include 
them  in  this  work  as  a  fitting  preface  to  the  life  histories  and  biographies  of  the 
local  parties  which  follow  and  embrace  the  latter  part  of  the  volume.  It  is  not 
given  to  all  men  to  become  great  in  a  national  sense,  but  the  life  history  of  those 
who  do,  makes  up  the  history  of  our  nation,  and  as  such  the  history  of  their  lives 
should  be  in  every  home  and  library  as  a  means  of  reference  and  education. 

COMPENDIUM    OF    LOCAL    BIOGRAPHY. 

That  portion  of  the  volume  devoted  to  a  "Compendium  of  Local  Biography," 
or  "Part  II,"  is  of  the  greatest  value,  and  its  value  will  increase  as  the  years  go  by. 
In  this  department  of  local  biography  is  carried  out  the  object  which  led  to  the  com- 
pilation of  this  work,  in  gathering  together  and  placing  in  enduring  form,  beforj  it 
becomes  too  late,  the  life  history  of  those  who  have  helped  to  build  up  this  region 
and  who  have  taken  part  in  the  progress  and  development  ir.  business,  political, 
social,  and  agricultural  affairs.  The  rank  that  any  county  holds  amoii};  .^c  sister 
counties  depends  largely  Upon  the  achievements  of  its  citizens.  Some  add  to  its  rep- 
utation by  efficient  public  service,   some  by  increasing  its  manufacturing  or  commercial 
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interests,  and  some  by  adding  to  the  general  wealth  and  prosperity  in  cultivating  and 
improving  its  lands.  To  give  a  faithful  account  of  the  lives  of  old  settlers  and  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  this  region  is  to  write  its  history  in  the  truest  sense.  Each 
year,  as  it  rolls  its  endless  way  along  the  mighty  pathway  of  time,  is  thinning  the 
ranks  of  those  hardy  pioneers  and  old  settlers  whose  lives  are  so  thoroughly  identi- 
fied with  this  region.  The  relentless  hand  of  death,  pursuing  its  remorseless  and 
unceasing  avocation,  is  cutting  down,  one  by  one,  those  whose  life  histories  should 
be  preserved  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  growth  and  development  of  this  region. 
The  necessity  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  this  matter,  before  it  becomes 
too  late,   is  the  object  of   this  work. 

Instead  of  going  to  musty  records  and  taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  and 
official  generalities,  which  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our  corps  of  writers  have 
gone  direct  to  the  people,  to  the  men  and  women  who  have  by  their  enterprise  and 
industry,  brought  about  the  development  found  in  this  region,  and  from  their  lips 
have  written  the  story  of  their  life  struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  mat- 
ter could  be  presented  to  an  intelligent  public.  In  this  department,  devoted  to  Local 
Biography,  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the  imitation  of 
coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by  industry  and 
economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited  advantages  for 
securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an  influence 
widely  extended.  It  tells  of  men  who  have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to 
eminence,  and  whose  names  have  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in 
life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and  records  how  success  has  usually  crowned  their 
efforts.  It  tells,  also,  of  many,  very  many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the 
world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content  to  have  it  said  of  them 
as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy,  —  "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  many,  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood,  left 
the  plow  and  the  anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting  room,  left  every  trade 
and  profession,  and  at  their  country's  call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  for 
the  cause  and  principles  they  held  so  dear.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every 
woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not  be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treas- 
ure,' from  the  fact  that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  pub- 
lic records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be  inaccessible  and  lost  forever.  Great  care 
has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  this  work,  and  every  opportunity  for  revision 
possible  given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written, 
and  the  publishers  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work 
with  very  few,   if  any,   errors  of   consequence. 

In  closing  this  brief  introductory  the  memorable  words  of  Carlyle  fittingly  express 
the  hope.  aim.  and  desire  of  the  publishers  in  the  compilation  of  this  volume:  "Let 
the  record  be  made  of  the  men  and  things  of  to-day,  lest  they  pass  out  of  memory 
to-morrow  and  are  lost.  Then  perpetuate  them,  not  upon  wood  or  stone  that  crum- 
bles to  dust,   but  chronicled  in  picture  and  in  words  that  endure  forever." 
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WASHINGTON, 


,3  f-.- 

|e  O  R  G  E 
^'   '     -^   I  the  first  president  of  the  Unit- 
I  ed  States,  called  the  "Father 
-:^(^(i\/t»<t><»\/,»i^^   of    his  Country,"    was    one  of 
the  most  celebrated  characters 
in  history.      He  was  born  Feb- 
ruary  22.     1732,    in  Washing- 
ton Parish,  Westmoreland  county,  Virginia. 
His    father,     Augustine    Washington,    first 
married    Jane   Butler,    who  bore    him  four 
children,  and    March  t,    1730.   he    married 
Mary  Ball.      Of  six  children  by  his  second 
marriage,  George  was  the  eldest. 

Little  is  known  of  the  early  years  of 
Washington,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  house 
in  which  he  was  born  was  burned  during  his 
early  childhood,  and  that  his  father  there- 
upon moved  to  another  farm,  inherited  from 
his  paternal  ancestors,  situated  in  Stafford 
county,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  died  there  in  1743.  From  earliest 
childhood  George  developed  a  noble  charac- 
ter. His  education  was  somewhat  defective, 
being  confined  to  the  elementary  branches 
taught  him  by  his  mother  and  at  a  neighbor- 
ing school.  On  leaving  school  he  resided 
some  time  at  Mount  Vernon  with  his  half 


brother,  Lawrence,  who  acted  as  his  guar- 
dian. George's  inclinations  were  for  a  sea- 
faring career,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant 
was  procured  for  him;  but  through  the  oppo- 
sition of  his  mother  the  project  was  aban- 
doned, and  at  the  ag?  of  sixteen  he  was 
appointed  surveyor  to  the  immense  estates 
of  the  eccentric  Lord  Fairfax.  Three  years 
were  passed  by  Washington  in  a  rough  fron- 
tier life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards 
proved  very  essential  to  him.  In  175 1, 
when  the  Virginia  militia  were  put  under 
training  with  a  view  to  active  service  against 
France,  Washington,  though  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  was  appointed  adjutant,  with 
the  rank  of  major.  In  1752  Lawrence 
Washington  died,  leaving  his  large  property 
to  an  infant  daughter.  In  his  will  George 
was  named  one  of  the  executors  and  as  an 
eventual  heir  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  by  the 
death  of  the  infant  niece,  soon  succeeded  to 
that  estate.  In  1753  George  was  commis- 
sioned adjutant-general  of  the  Virginia 
militia,  and  performed  important  work  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  French  and  Indian 
war,  was  rapidly  promoted,  and  at  the  close  of 
that  war  we  find  him  commander-in-chief  of 
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all  the  forces  raised  in  Virginia.  A  cessation 
of  Indian  hostilities  on  the  frontier  having 
followed  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from 
the  Ohio,  he  resigned  his  commission  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Virginia  forces, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Williamsburg  to  take 
his  seat  in  the  Virginia  Assembly,  of  which 
he  had  been  elected  a  member. 

January  17.  1759,  Washington  married 
Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Curtis,  a  young 
and  beautiful  widow  of  great  wealth,  and 
devoted  himself  for  the  ensuing  fifteen  years 
to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture,  inter- 
rupted only  by  the  annual  attendance  in 
winter  upon  the  colonial  legislature  at 
Williamsburg,  until  summoned  by  his  coun- 
try to  enter  upon  that  other  arena  in  which 
his  fame  was  to  become  world-wide.  The 
war  for  independence  called  Washington 
into  service  again,  and  he  was  made  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces,  and 
was  the  most  gallant  and  conspicuous  ngTire 
in  that  bloody  struggle,  serving  until  Eng- 
land acknowledged  the  independence  of 
each  of  the  thirteen  States,  and  negotiated 
with  them  jointly,  as  separate  sovereignties. 
December  4,  1783,  the  great  commander 
took  leave  of  his  officers  in  most  affection- 
ate and  patriotic  terms,  and  went  to  An- 
napolis, Maryland,  w  -re  the  congress  of 
the  States  was  in  sessi  .i,  and  to  that  body, 
when  peace  and  order  prevailed  everywhere, 
resigned  his  commission  and  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  in  1789  that  Washington  was 
called  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  na- 
tion. The  inauguration  took  place  April 
30,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  multi- 
tude which  had  assembled  to  witness  the  new 
and  imposing  ceremony.  In  the  manifold  de- 
tails of  his  civil  administration  Washington 
proved  himself  fully  equal  to  the  requirements 
of  his  position.      In  1792,  at  the  second  presi- 


dential election,  Washington  was  desirous 
to  retire;  but  he  yielded  to  the  general  wish 
of  the  country,  and  was  again  chosen  presi- 
dent. At  the  third  election,  in  1796,  he 
was  again  most  urgently  entreated  to  con- 
sent to  remain  in  the  executive  chair.  This 
he  positively  refused,  and  after  March  4, 
1797,  he  again  retired  to  Mount  Vernon 
for  peace,  quiet,  and  repose. 

Of  the  call  again  made  on  this  illustrious 
chief  to  quit  his  repose  at  Mount  Ver- 
non and  take  command  of  all  the  United 
States  forces,  with  rank  of  lieutenant-gen- 
eral, when  war  was  threatened  with  France 
in  1798,  nothing  need  here  be  stated,  ex- 
cept to  note  the  fact  as  an  unmistakable 
testimonial  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  still  held  by  his  countr3'men  of  all 
shades  of  political  opinion.  He  patriotic- 
ally accepted  this  trust,  but  a  treaty  of 
peace  put  a  stop  to  all  action  under  it.  He 
again  retired  to  Mount  Vernon,  where  he 
died  December  14,  1799,  in  the  sixty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were  depos- 
ited in  a  family  vault  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac,  at  Mount  Vernon,  where  they  still 
lie  entombed. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  an  eminent 
American  statesman  and  scientist,  was 
born  of  poor  parentage,  January  17,  1706, 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  was  appren- 
ticed to  his  brother  James  to  learn  the  print- 
er's trade  to  prevent  his  running  away  and 
going  to  sea,  and  also  because  of  the  numer- 
ous family  his  parents  had  to  support  (there 
being  seventeen  children,  Benjamin  being 
the  fifteenth).  He  was  a  great  reader,  and 
soon  developed  a  taste  for  writing,,  and  pre- 
pared a  number  of  articles  and  had  them 
published  in  the  paper  without  his  brother's 
knowledge,  and  when  the  authorship  be- 
came known  it  resulted  in  difficulty  for  tiie 
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young  apprentice,  although  his  articles  had 
been  received  with  favor  by  the  public. 
James  was  afterwards  thrown  into  prison  for 
political  reasons,  and  young  Benjamin  con- 
ducted the  paper  alone  during  the  time.  In 
1823,  however,  he  determined  to  endure  his 
bonds  no  longer,  and  ran  away,  going  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  arrived  with  only 
three  pence  as  his  store  of  wealth.  With 
these  he  purchased  three  rolls,  and  ate  them 
as  he  walked  along  the  streets.  He  soon 
found  employment  as  a  journeyman  printer. 
Two  years  later  he  was  sent  to  England  by 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
promised  the  public  printing,  but  did  not  get 
it.  On  his  return  to  Philadelphia  he  estab- 
lished the  "Pennsylvania  Gazette,"  and 
soon  found  himself  a  person  of  great  popu- 
larity in  the  province,  his  ability  as  a  writer, 
philosopher,  and  politician  having  reached 
the  neighboring  colonies.  He  rapidly  grew 
in  prominence,  founded  the  Philadelphia  Li- 
brary in  1842,  and  two  years  later  the 
American  Philosophical  Society  and  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  made 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London  in 
1775.  His  world-famous  investigations  in 
electricity  and  lightning  began  in  1746.  He 
became  postmaster-general  of  the  colonies 
in  1753,  having  devised  an  inter-colonial 
postal  system.  He  advocated  the  rights  of 
the  colonies  at  all  times,  and  procured  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  1766.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Continental  congress  of  1775, 
and  in  1776  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  being  one  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  draft  that  paper.  He  rep-' 
resented  the  new  nation  in  the  courts  of 
Europe,  especially  at  Paris,  where  his  simple 
dignity  and  homely  wisdom  won  him  the 
admiration  of  the  court  and  the  favor  of  the 
people.  He  was  governor  of  Pennsylvania 
lour  years;  was  also  a  member  of   the  con- 


vention in  1787  that  drafted  the  constitutioa 
of  the  United  States. 

His  writings  upon  political  topics,  anti- 
slavery,  finance,  and  economics,  stamp  him 
as  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  his  time, 
while  his  "Autobiography"  and  "Poor 
Richard's  Almanac"  give  him  precedence  in 
the  literary  field.  In  early  life  he  was  an 
avowed  skeptic  in  religious  matters,  but 
later  in  life  his  utterances  on  this  subject 
were  less  extreme,  though  he  never  ex- 
pressed approval  of  any  sect  or  creed.  He 
died  in  Philadelphia  April  17,   1790. 


DANIEL  WEBSTER.— Of  world  wide 
reputation  for  statesmanship,  diplo- 
macy, and  oratory,  there  is  perhaps  no  more 
prominent  figure  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try in  the  interval  between  181  5  and  1861, 
than  Daniel  Webster.  He  was  born  af 
Salisbury  (now  Franklin),  New  Hampshire, 
January  18,  1782,  and  was  the  second  son 
of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail  (Eastman)  Webster. 
He  enjoyed  but  limited  educational  advan- 
tages in  childhood,  but  spent  a  few  months 
in  1797,  at  Phillip  Exeter  Academy.  He 
completed  his  preparation  for  college  in  the 
family  of  Rev.  Samuel  Wood,  at  Boscawen, 
and  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  the  fall 
of  1797.  He  supp  fted  himself  most  of  the 
time  during  these  y  jirs  by  teaching  school 
and  graduated  in  1801,  having  the  credit  of 
being  the  foremost  scholar  of  his  class.  He 
entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  at  Salisbury.  In  1S02  he  con- 
tinued his  legal  studies  at  Fryeburg.  Maine, 
where  he  was  principal  of  the  academy  and 
copyist  in  the  offlce  of  the  register  of 
deeds.  In  the  office  of  Christopher  Gore, 
at  Boston,  he  completed  his  studies  in 
1804-5,  ^"^  ^^'^s  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
latter  year,  and  at  Boscawen  and  at  Ports- 
mouth soon  rose  to  eminence  in    his  profes- 
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sion.  He  became  known  as  a  federalist 
but  did  not  court  political  honors;  but,  at- 
tracting attention  by  his  eloquence  in  oppos- 
ing the  war  with  England,  he  was  elected 
to  congress  in  1812.  During  the  special 
session  of  May,  18 13,  he  was  appointed  on 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  and  made 
his  maiden  speech  June  10,  1813.  Through- 
out this  session  (as  afterwards)  he  showed 
his  mastery  of  the  great  economic  questions 
of  the  day.  He  was  re-elected  in  1814.  In 
1 8 16  he  removed  to  Boston  and  for  seven 
years  devoted  himself  to  his  profession, 
earning  by  his  arguments  in  the  celebrated 
"Dartmouth  College  Case"  rank  among 
the  most  distinguished  jurists  of  the  country. 
In  1820  Mr.  Webster  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  state  convention  of  Massachusetts,  to 
revise  the  constitution.  The  same  year  he 
delivered  the  famous  discourse  on  the  ' '  Pil- 
grim fathers,"  which  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  fame  as  an  orator.  Declining  a  nomi- 
nation for  United  States  senator,  in  1822  he 
"was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of  congress 
and  was  re-elected  in  1824  and  1826,  but  in 
1827  was  transferred  to  the  senate.  He 
retained  his  seat  in  the  latter  chamber  until 
1 841.  During  this  time  his  voice  was  ever 
lifted  in  defence  of  the  national  life  and 
honor  and  although  politically  opposed  to 
him  he  gave  his  support  to  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Jackson  in  the  latter's  con- 
test with  nullification.  Through  all  these 
years  he  was  ever  found  upon  the  side  of 
right  and  justice  and  his  speeches  upon  all 
the  great  questions  of  the  day  have  be- 
come household  w^ords  in  almost  every 
family.  In  1841  Mr.  Webster  was  appointed 
secretary  of  state  by  President  Harrison 
and  was  continued  in  the  same  office  by 
President  Tyler.  While  an  incumbent  of 
this  office  he  showed  consummate  ability  as 
a  diplomat  in  the  negotiation  of  the  "Ash- 


burton  treaty  "  of  August  9,  1849,  which 
settled  many  points  of  dispute  between  the 
United  States  and  England.  In  May,  1843, 
he  resigned  his  post  and  resumed  his  pro- 
fession, and  in  December,  1845,  took  his 
place  again  in  the  senate.  He  contributed 
in  an  unofficial  way  to  the  solution  of  the 
Oregon  question  with  Great  Britain  in  1847. 
He  was  disappointed  in  1848  in  not  receiv- 
ing the  nomination  for  the  presidency.  He 
became  secretary  of  state  under  President 
Fillmore  in  1850  and  in  dealing  with  all  the 
complicated  questions  of  the  day  showed  a 
wonderful  mastery  of  the  arts  of  diplomacy. 
Being  hurt  in  an  accident  he  retired  to  his 
home  at  Marshfield,  where  he  died  Octo- 
ber 24,  1852. 

HORACE  GREELEY. —As  journalist, 
author,  statesman  and  political  leader, 
there  is  none  more  widely  known  than  the 
man  whose  name  heads  this  article.  He 
was  born  in  Amherst,  New  Hampshire,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  181 1,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm. 
At  an  early  age  he  evinced  a  remarkable 
intelligence  and  love  of  learning,  and  at 
the  age  of  ten  had  read  every  book  he  could 
borrow  for  miles  around.  About  1821  the 
family  removed  to  Westhaven,  Vermont, 
and  for  some  years  young  Greeley  assisted 
in  carrying  on  the  farm.  In  1826  he  entered 
the  office  of  a  weekly  newspaper  at  East 
Poultney,  Vermont,  where  he  remained 
about  four  years.  On  the  discontinuance 
of  this  paper  he  followed  his  father's 
family  to  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
whither  they  had  moved,  and  for  a  time 
worked  at  the  printer's  trade  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. In  1 83 1  Horace  went  to  New 
York  City,  and  for  a  time  found  employ-- 
ment  as  journeyman  printer.  January, 
1833,  in  partnership  with  Francis  Story,  he 
published  the  Morning  Post,  the  first  penny 
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paper  ever  printed.  This  proved  a  failure 
and  was  discontinued  after  three  weeks. 
The  business  of  job  printing  was  carried  on, 
however,  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Story  in 
July  following.  In  company  with  Jonas 
Winchester,  March  22,  1834,  Mr.  Greeley 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  New 
Yorker,  a  weekly  paper  of  a  high  character. 
For  financial  reasons,  at  the  same  time, 
Greeley  wrote  leaders  for  other  papers,  and, 
in  1838,  took  editorial  charge  of  the  Jcffer- 
sonian,  a  Whig  paper  published  at  Albany. 
In  1 840,  on  the  discontinuance  of  that  sheet, 
he  devoted  his  energies  to  the  Log  Cabin,  a 
campaign  paper  in  the  interests  of  the  Whig 
party.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the  latter  paper 
was  consolidated  with  the  Nczv  Yorker,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Tribune,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  was  issued  April  10,  184 1.  At 
the  head  of  this  paper  Mr.  Greeley  remained 
until  the  day  of  his  death. 

In  1848  Horace  Greeley  was  elected  to 
the  national  house  of  representatives  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  a  member  of  that 
body  until  March  4,  1849.  In  1851  he  went 
to  Europe  and  served  as  a  juror  at  the 
World's  Fair  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  Lon- 
don. In  1855,  he  made  a  second  visit  to 
the  old  world.  In  1859  he  crossed  the 
plains  and  received  a  public  reception  at 
San  Francisco  and  Sacramento.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Republican  national  con- 
vention, at  Chicago  in  i860,  and  assisted  in 
the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
President.  The  same  year  he  was  a  presi- 
dential elector  for  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  a  delegate  to  the  Loyalist  convention 
at  Philadelphia. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1865,  Mr. 
Greeley  became  a  strong  advocate  of  uni- 
versal amnesty  and  complete  pacification, 
and  in  pursuance  of  this  consented  to  be- 
come one    of  the    bondsmen   for   Jefferson 


Davis,  who  was  imprisoned  for  treason.  In 
18C7  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  New  York 
state  convention  for  the  revision  of  the 
constitution.  In  1870  he  was  defeated  for 
congress  in  the  Si.xth  New  York  district. 
At  the  Liberal  convention,  which  met  in 
Cincinnati,  in  May,  1872,  on  the  fifth  ballot 
Horace  Greeley  was  nominated  for  presi- 
dent and  July  following  was  nominated  for 
the  same  office  by  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion at  Baltimore.  He  was  defeated  by  a 
large  majority.  The  large  amount  of  work 
done  by  him  during  the  campaign,  together 
with  the  loss  of  his  wife  about  the  same 
time,  undermined  his  strong  constitution, 
and  he  was  seized  with  inflammation  of  the 
brain,  and  died  November  29,  1872. 

In  addition  to  his  journalistic  work.  Mr. 
Greeley  was  the  author  of  several  meritori- 
ous works,  among  which  were  :  "  Hiat9 
toward  reform,"  "Glances  at  Europe,** 
"  History  of  the  struggle  for  slavery  exten 
sion,"  "Overland  journey  to  San  Francis- 
co," "The  American  conflict,"  and  "  Rec- 
ollections of  a  busy  life." 


HENRY  CLAY.  — In  writing  of  this  em- 
inent American,  Horace  Greeley  once 
said:  "He  was  a  matchless  party  chief,  an 
admirable  orator,  a  skillful  legislator,  wield- 
ing unequaled  influence,  not  only  over  his 
friends,  but  even  over  those  of  his  political 
antagonists  who  were  subjected  to  the  magic 
of  his  conversation  and  manners.  "  A  law- 
yer, legislator,  orator,  and  statesman,  few 
men  in  history  have  wielded  greater  influ- 
ence, or  occupied  so  prominent  a  place  in 
the  hearts  of  the  generation  in  which  they 
lived. 

Henry  Clay  was  born  near  Richmond, 
in  Hanover  county,  Virginia.  April  12, 
1777,  the  son  of  a  poor  Baptist  preacher 
who  died  when    Henry  was  but   five  years 
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old.  The  mother  married  again  about  ten 
years  later  and  removed  to  Kentucky  leav- 
ing Henry  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Richmond. 
Soon  afterward  Henry  Clay  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  copyist  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
high  court  of  chancery,  and  four  years  later 
entered  the  law  offtce  of  Robert  Brooke, 
then  attorney  general  and  later  governor  of 
his  native  state.  In  1797  Henry  Clay  was 
licensed  as  a  lawyer  and  followed  his  mother 
to  Kentucky,  opening  an  office  at  Lexington 
and  soon  built  up  a  profitable  practice. 
Soon  afterward  Kentucky,  in  separating  from 
Virginia,  called  a  state  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  a  constitution,  and  Clay 
at  that  time  took  a  prominent  part,  publicly 
urging  the  adoption  of  a  clause  providing 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  in  this  he 
was  overruled,  as  he  was  fifty  years  later, 
when  in  the  height  of  his  fame  he  again  ad- 
vised the  same  course  when  the  state  con- 
stitution was  revised  in  1850.  Young  Clay 
took  a  very  active  and  conspicuous  part  in 
the  presidential  campaign  in  1800,  favoring 
the  election  of  Jefferson;  and  in  1803  was 
chosen  to  represent  Fayette  county  in  the 
state  'egislature.  In  1806  General  John 
Adair,  then  United  States  senator  from 
Kentucky,  resigned  and  Henry  Clay  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  the  legislature 
and  served  through  one  session  in  which  he 
at  once  assumed  a  prominent  place.  In 
1807  he  was  again  a  representative  in  the 
legislature  and  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house.  At  this  time  originated  his  trouble 
with  Humphrey  Marshall.  Clay  proposed 
that  each  member  clothe  himself  and  family 
wholly  in  American  fabrics,  which  Marshall 
characterized  as  the  "  language  of  a  dema- 
gogue." This  led  to  a  duel  in  which  both 
parties  were  slightly  injured.  In  1809 
Henry  Clay  was  again  elected  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy in  the  United  States   senate,  and  two 


years  later  elected  representative  in  the  low- 
er house  of  congress,  being  chosen  speaker 
of  the  house.  About  this  time  war  was  de- 
clared against  Great  Britain,  and  Clay  took 
a  prominent  public  place  during  this  strug- 
gle and  was  later  one  of  the  commissioners 
sent  to  Europe  by  President  Madison  to  ne- 
gotiate peace,  returning  in  September,  181 5, 
having  been  re-elected  speaker  of  the 
house  during  his  absence,  and  was  re-elect- 
ed unanimously.  He  was  afterward  re- 
elected to  congress  and  then  became  secre- 
tary of  state  under  John  Quincy  Adams. 
In  1 83 1  he  was  again  elected  senator  from 
Kentucky  and  remained  in  the  senate  most 
of  the  time  until  his  death. 

Henry  Clay  was  three  times  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency,  and  once  very  nearly 
elected.  He  was  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  Whig  party  in  1 844  for  the  presidency, 
and  a  great  effort  was  made  to  elect  him 
but  without  success,  his  opponent,  James  K. 
Polk,  carrying  both  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  by  a  very  slender  margin,  while  either 
of  them  alone  would  have  elected  Clay. 
Henry  Clay  died  at  Washington  June  29, 
1852.  

JAMES  GILLESPIE  BLAINE  was  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  American 
statesmen  and  legislators.  He  was  born 
January  31,  1830,  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  received  a  thorough  edu- 
cation, graduating  at  Washington  College  in 
1847.  In  early  life  he  removed  to  Maine 
and  engaged  in  newspaper  work,  becoming 
editor  of  the  Portland  '  'Advertiser. "  While 
yet  a  young  man  he  gained  distinction  as  a 
debater  and  became  a  conspicuous  figure  in 
political  and  public  affairs.  In  1862  he  was 
elected  to  congress  on  the  Republican  ticket 
in  Maine  and  was  re-elected  five  times.  In 
March,  1869,  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
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house  of  representatives  and  was  re-elected 
in  1 87 1  and  again  in  1873.  In  1876  he  was 
a  representative  in  the  lower  house  of  con- 
gress and  during  that  year  was  appointed 
United  States  senator  by  the  Governor  to 
fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Senator  Morrill,  who  had  been  appointed 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Blaine 
served  in  the  senate  until  March  5,  1881, 
when  President  Garfield  appointed  him  sec- 
retary of  state,  which  position  he  resigned 
in  December,  1881.  Mr.  Blaine  was  nom- 
inated for  the  presidency  by  the  Republic- 
ans, at  Chicago  in  June,  1884,  but  was  de- 
feated by  Grover  Cleveland  after  an  exciting 
and  spirited  campaign.  During  the  later 
years  of  his  life  Mr.  Blaine  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  the  completion  of  his  work 
"Twenty  Years  in  Congress,"  which  had  a 
remarkably  large  sale  throughout  the  United 
States.  Blaine  was  a  man  of  great  mental 
ability  and  force  of  character  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  one  of  the  most 
noted  men  of  his  time.  He  was  the  origina- 
tor of  what  is  termed  the  "  reciprocity  idea" 
in  tariff  matters,  and  outlined  the  plan  of 
carrying  it  into  practical  effect.  In  1876 
Robert  G.  Ingersoll  in  making  a  nominating 
speech  placing  Blaine's  name  as  a  candidate 
for  president  before  the  national  Republican 
convention  at  Cincinnati,  referred  to  Blaine 
as  the  "  Plumed  Knight  "  and  this  title  clung 
to  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  at  Washington,  January  27, 
1893.  

JOHN  CALDWELL  CALHOUN,  a  dis- 
tinguished American  statesman,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  born  in  Abbeville 
district,  March  18,  1782.  He  was  given 
the  advantages  of  a  thorough  education, 
graduating  at  Yale  College  in  1804,  and 
adopted  the  calling  of  a  lawyer.     A  Demo- 


crat politically,  at  that  time,  he  took  a  fore- 
most part  in  the  councils  of  his   party  and 
was  elected  to  congress  in  iSi  i,  supportinjj 
the   tariff  of   1816   and   the  establi.shing   of 
the  United  States  Bank.      In    1.S17  he   be- 
came secretary  of  war  in  President  Monroe's 
cabinet,  and  in  1824  was  elected  vice-president 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  ticket  with  John 
Qnincy  Adams,  and  re-elected  in  1 828,  on  the 
ticket  with  General  Jackson.      Shortly  after 
this  Mr.  Calhoun  became  one  of  the  strongest 
advocates  of  free  trade  and  the  principle  of 
sovereignty  of  the  states  and   was   one  of 
the  originators  of  the  doctrine  that    "any 
state  could  nullify    unconstitutional   laws  of 
congress."      Meanwhile    Calhoun    had  be- 
come an  aspirant   for  the  presidency,  and 
the  fact  that  General  Jackson  advanced  the 
interests  of  his  opponent,  \'an    Buren,   led 
to  a  quarrel,  and  Calhoun  resigned  the  vice- 
presidency  in  1832  and  was  elected  United 
States  senator  from  South  Carolina.      It  was 
during  the  same  year  that  a  convention  was 
held  in  South  Carolina  at  which  the  "  Nul- 
lification ordinance  "  was  adopted,  the  '■»b- 
ject  of  which  was  to   test   the  constitution- 
ality of  the  protective  tariff  measures,  and 
to  prevent  if  possible  the  collection  of  im- 
port duties  in  that    state  which  had    been 
levied  more  for  the  purpose  of   ' '  protection  " 
than  revenue.     This  ordinance   was  to  go 
into  effect  in  February,  1833,  and  created  a 
great    deal    of    uneasiness    throughout    the 
country  as  it  was  feared   there   would  be  a 
clash  between  the  state  and  federal  authori- 
ties.     It  was    in  this   serious   condition    of 
public  affairs  that  Henry  Clay  came  forward 
with  the  the  famous    "tariff  compromise" 
of   1833,   to    which    measure    Calhoun    and 
most  of  his  followers  gave  their  support  and 
the  crisis  was   averted.      In  1843    Mr.  Cal- 
houn  was  appointed   secretary  of  state  in 
President  Tyler's  cabinet,  and   it  was  under 
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his  administration  that  the  treaty  concern- 
ing the  annexation  of  Texas  was- negotiated. 
In  1845  he  was  re-elected  to  the  United 
States  senate  and  continued  in  the  senate 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March, 
1850.  He  occupied  a  high  rank  as  a  scholar, 
student  and  orator,  and  it  is  conceded  that 
he  was  one  of  the  greatest  debaters  America 
has  produced.  The  famous  debate  between 
Calhoun  and  Webster,  in  1833,  is  regarded 
as  the  most  noted  for  ability  and  eloquence 
in  the  history  of  the  country. 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  BUTLER,  one 
of  America's  most  brilliant  and  pro- 
found lawyers  and  noted  public  men,  was 
a  native  of  New  England,  born  at  Deer- 
lield.  New  Hampshire,  November  5,  1818. 
His  father.  Captain  John  Butler,  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  day,  commanded  a 
company  during  the  war  of  181 2,  and 
served  under  Jackson  at  New  Orleans. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  was  given  an  excellent 
education,  graduated  at  Waterville  College, 
Maine,  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1840,  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  and  gained  a  wide  reputation  for 
his  ability  at  the  bar,  acquiring  an  extensive 
practice  and  a  fortune.  Early  in  life  he 
began  taking  an  active  interest  in  military 
affairs  and  served  in  the  state  militia  through 
all  grades  from  private  to  brigadier-general. 
In  1853  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legisla- 
ture on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  Lowell, 
and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  passage  of 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  labor.  Dur- 
ing the  same  year  he  was  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  and  in  1859  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  Massachusetts 
senate.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
General  Butler  took  the  field  and  remained 
at   the  front   most  of  the  time  during  that 


bloody  struggle.  Part  of  the  time  he  had' 
charge  of  Fortress  Monroe,  and  in  Febru- 
ary, 1862,  took  command  of  troops  forming 
part  of  the  expedition  against  New  Orleans, 
and  later  had  charge  of  the  department  of 
the  Gulf.  He  was  a  conspicuous  figure  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  war.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities  General  Butler  resumed 
his  law  practice  in  Massachusetts  and  in 
1866  was  elected  to  congress  from  the  Es- 
sex district.  In  1882  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  and  in  1884  was  the 
nominee  of  the  "  Greenback"  party  for 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  con- 
tinued his  legal  practice,  and  maintained  his 
place  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
New  England  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  10,  1893. 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS,  an  officer,  states- 
man and  legislator  of  prominence  in 
America,  gained  the  greater  part  of  his  fame 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  president  of  the 
southern  confederacy.  Mr.  Davis  was  born 
in  Christian  county.  Kentucky,  June  3, 
1808,  and  his  early  education  and  surround- 
ings were  such  that  his  sympathies  and  in- 
clinations were  wholly  with  the  southern 
people.  He  received  a  thorough  education, 
graduated  at  West  Point  in  1828,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  served  in  the  army  at  west- 
ern posts  and  in  frontier  service,  first  as 
lieutenant  and  later  as  adjutant.  In  1835 
he  resigned  and  became  a  cotton  planter  in 
Warren  county,  Mississippi,  where  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  be- 
came a  conspicuous  figure  in  politics.  In 
1844  he  was  a  presidential  elector  from 
Mississippi  and  during  the  two  following 
years  served  as  congressman  from  his  d's- 
trict.  He  then  became  colonel  ol  a  Missis- 
sippi regiment  in  the  war  with  Mexico  anot 
participated  in  some  of  the  most  sev-^re  cv^l- 
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ties,  being  seriously  wounded  at  Buena 
Vista.  Upon  his  return  to  private  life  he 
again  took  a  prominent  part  in  political  af- 
fairs and  represented  his  state  in  the  United 
States  senate  from  1847  to  1851,  He  then 
entered  President  Pierce's  cabinet  as  secre- 
tary of  war,  after  .which  he  again  entered 
the  United  States  senate,  remaining  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  then  be- 
came pres  dent  of  the  southern  confederacy 
and  served  as  such  until  captured  in  May, 
1S65,  at  Irwinville  Georgia.  He  was  held 
as  prisoner  of  war  at  Fortress  Monroe,  until 
1867,  when  he  was  released  on  bail  and 
finally  set  free  in  1868.  His  death  occurred 
December  6,  1889. 

Jefferson  Davis  was  a  man  of  excellent 
abilities  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
best  organizers  of  his  day.  He  was  a 
forceful  and  fluent  speaker  and  a  ready 
writer.  He  wrote  and  published  the  "  Rise 
and  Fall  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,"  a 
work  which  is  considered  as  authority  by 
the  southern  peopL-. 


JOHN  ADAMS,  the  second  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  early  struggles  of 
his  country  for  independence,  was  born  in 
the  present  town  of  Quincy,  then  a  portion 
of  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  October  30, 
1735,  He  received  a  thorough  education, 
graduating  at  Harvard  College  in  1755. 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1758.  He  was  well  adapted  for  this  profes- 
sion and  after  opening  an  office  in  his  native 
town  rapidly  grew  in  prominence  and  public 
favor  and  soon  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  of  the  country.  His  atten- 
tion was  called  to  political  affairs  by  the 
passage  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  1765,  and  he 
drew  up  a  set  of  resolutions  on  the  subject 
which  were  very  popular.      In    1768   he  re- 


moved to  Boston  and  became  one  of  the 
most  courageous  and  prominent  advocates 
of  the  popular  cause  and  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Colonial  legislature  from 
Boston.  He  was  one  of  the  delegates  that 
represented  Massachusetts  in  the  Jirst  Con- 
tinental congress,  which  met  in  September, 
1774.  In  a  letter  written  at  this  crisis  he 
uttered  the  famous  words:  "The  die  is  now 
cast;  I  have  passed  the  Rubicon.  Sink  or 
swim,  live  or  die.  survive  or  perish  with  my 
country,  is  my  imalterablc  detcrtnination." 
He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  congress  and 
advocated  the  movement  for  independejice 
when  a  majority  of  the  members  were  in- 
clined to  temporize  and  to  petition  the  King. 
In  May,  1776,  he  presented  a  resolution  in 
congress  that  the  colonies  should  assume 
the  duty  of  self-government,  which  was 
passed.  In  June,  of  the  same  year,  a  reso- 
lution that  the  United  States  "are,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent," 
was  moved  by  Richard  H.  Lee,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Adams  and  adopted  by  a  small  majority. 
Mr.  Adams  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
of  five  appointed  June  i  i  to  prepare  a 
declaration  of  independence,  in  support  of 
which  he  made  an  eloquent  speech.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  War  in  1776  and 
in  1 778  was  sent  as  commissioner  to  France, 
but  returned  the  following  year.  In  17S0 
he  went  to  Europe,  having  been  appointed 
as  minister  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  Con- 
jointly with  Franklin  and  Jay  he  negotiated 
a  treaty  in  1782.  He  was  employed  as  a 
minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James  from 
17S5  to  1788,  and  during  that  period  wrote 
his  famous  "Defence  of  the  American  Con- 
stitutions." In  1789  he  became  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  was  re-elected 
in  1792. 

In  1796   Mr.    Adams  was  chosen   presi- 
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dent  of  the  United  States,  his  competitor 
being  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  became  vice- 
president.  In  1800  he  was  the  Federal 
candidate  for  president,  but  he  was  not 
cordially  supported  by  Gen.  Flamilton,  the 
favorite  leader  of  his  party,  and  was  de- 
feated by  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Adams  then  retired  from  public  life 
to  his  large  estate  at  Quincy,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  July  4,  1826,  on  the  same  day  that 
Witnessed  the  death  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
Though  his  physical  frame  began  to  give  way 
many  years  before  his  death,  his  mental 
powers  retained  their  strength  and  vigor  to 
the  last.  In  his  ninetieth  year  he  was  glad- 
dened by  .the  elevation  of  his  son,  John 
Quincy  Adams,  to  the  presidential  office. 


HENRY  WARD  BEECHER,  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  American  preachers 
and  authors,  was  born  at  Litchfield,  Connec- 
ticut, June  24, 1 8 1 3.  His  father  was  Dr.  Ly- 
man Beecher,  also  an  eminent  divine.  At 
an  early  age  Henry  Ward  Beecher  had  a 
strong  predilection  for  a  sea-faring  life,  and 
it  was  practically  decided  that  he  would  fol- 
low this  inclination,  but  about  this  time,  in 
consequence  of  deep  religious  impressions 
which  he  experienced  during  a  revival,  he 
renounced  his  former  intention  and  decided 
to  enter  the  ministry.  After  having  grad- 
uated at  Amherst  College,  in  1834,  he  stud- 
ied theology  at  Lane  Seminary  under  the 
tuition  of  his  father,  who  was  then  president 
of  that  institution.  In  1847  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  church 
in  Brooklyn,  where  his  oratorical  ability  and 
original  eloquence  attracted  one  of  the  larg- 
est congregations  in  the  country.  He  con- 
tinued to  served  this  church  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  March  8,  1887.  Mr.  Beecher 
alsc  found  time  for  a  great  amount  of  liter- 
ary work.     For  a  number  of  years  he  was 


editor  of  the  "Independent"  and  also  the 
"  Christian  Union.  "  He  also  produced  many 
v/orks  which  are  widely  known.  Among  his 
principal  productions  are  "Lectures  to  Young  . 
Men,"  "  Star  Papers, "  "Life  of  Christ," 
"Life  Thoughts,"  "Royal  Truths"  (a 
novel),  "Norwood,"  "  Evolution  and  Rev- 
olution," and  "  Sermons  on  Evolution  and 
Religion. "  Mr.  Beecher  was  also  long  a 
prominent  advocate  of  anti-slavery  princi- 
ples and  temperance  reform,  and,  at  a  later 
period,  of  the  rights  of  women. 


JOHN  A.  LOGAN,  the  illustrious  states- 
man and  general,  was  born  in  Jackson 
county,  Illinois,  February  9,  1824.  In  his 
boyhood  days  he  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  county. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Mexico 
he  enlisted  in  the  First  Illinois  Volunteers 
and  became  its  quartermaster.  At  the  close 
of  hostilities  he  returned  home  and  was 
elected  clerk  of  the  courts  of  Jackson  county 
in  1849.  Determining  to  supplement  his 
education  Logan  entered  the  Louisville  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1852 
and  taking  up  the  study  of  law  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  attained  popularity  and  suc- 
cess in  his  chosen  profession  and  was  elected 
to  the  legislature  in  1852,  1853,  1856  and 
1857.  He  was  prosecuting  attorney  from 
1853  to  1857.  He  was  elected  to  congress 
in  1858  to  hll  a  vacancy  and  again  in  i860. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  Logan  re- 
signed his  office  and  entered  the  army,  and 
in  September,  1861,  was  appointed  colonel 
of  the  Thirty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  which  he 
led  in  the  battles  of  Belmont  and  Fort  Don- 
elson.  In  the  latter  engagement  he  was 
wounded.  In  March,  1862,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  be  brigadier-general  and  in  the 
following  month  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Pittsburg  Landing.      In  November,  1862, 
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for  gallant  conduct  he  was  made  major-gen- 
eral. Throughout  the  Vicksburg  campaign 
he  was  in  command  of  a  division  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps  and  was  distinguished  at 
Port  Gibson,  Champion  Kills  and  in  the 
siege  and  capture  cf  Vicksburg.  In  October, 
1863,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  which  he  led  with  great 
credit.  During  the  terrible  conflict  before 
Atlanta,  July  22,  1864,  on  the  death  of 
General  McPherson,  Logan,  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  led  it 
on  to  victor}',  saving  the  day  by  his  energy 
and  ability.  He  was  shortly  after  succeeded 
by  General  O.  O.  Howard  and  returned  to 
the  command  of  his  cor^s.  He  remained 
in  command  until  the  presidential  election, 
when,  feeling  that  his  influence  was  needed 
at  home  he  returned  thither  and  there  re- 
mained until  the  arrival  of  Sherman  at  Sa- 
vannah, when  General  Logan  rejoined  his 
command.  In  May,  1865,  he  succeeded 
General  Howard  at  the  head  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  He  resigned  from  the  army 
in  August,  the  same  year,  and  in  November 
was  appointed  minister  to  Mexico,  but  de- 
clined the  honor.  He  served  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  fortieth  and  forty-first  con- 
gresses, and  was  elected  United  States  sena- 
tor from  his  native  state  in  1870,  1878  and 
1885.  He  was  nominated  for  the  vice-presi- 
dency in  1884  on  the  ticket  with  Blaine,  but 
was  defeated.  General  Logan  was  the 
author  of  "  The  Great  Conspiracy,  its  origin 
and  history,"  published  in  1885.  He  died 
at  Washington,  December  26,  1886. 


JOHN  CHARLES  FREMONT,  the  first 
Republican  candidate  for  president,  was 
born  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  January  21, 
18 1 3.  He  graduated  from  Charleston  Col- 
lege (South  Carolina)  in  1830,  and  turned  his 

attention  to  civil  engineering.  He  was  shortly 
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afterward  employed  in  the  department  of 
government  surveys  on  the  Mississippi,  and 
constructing  maps  of  that  region.  He  was 
made  lieutenant  of  engineers,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  war  department  a  plan  for  pi  ne- 
trating  the  Rocky  Mountain  regions,  which 
was  accepted,  and  in  1842  he  set  out  upon 
his  first  famous  exploring  expedition  and  ex- 
plored the  South  Pass.  He  al.so  planned  an 
expedition  to  Oregon  by  a  new  route  further 
south,  but  afterward  j(jincd  his  expedition 
with  that  of  Wilkes  in  the  region  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake.  He  made  a  later  expedi- 
tion which  penetrated  the  Sierra  Kevadas, 
and  the  San  Joaquin  and  Sacramento  river 
valleys,  making  maps  of  all  regions  explored. 
In  1845  he  conducted  the  great  expedi- 
tion which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of 
California,  which  it  was  believed  the  Mexi- 
can government  was  about  to  dispose  of  to 
England.  Learning  that  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernor was  preparing  to  attack  tne  American 
settlements  in  his  dominion,  Fremont  deter- 
mined to  forestall  him.  The  settlers  rallied 
to  his  camp,  and  in  June,  1846,  he  defeated 
the  Mexican  forces  at  Sonoma  Pass,  and  a 
month  later  completely  routed  the  governor 
and  his  entire  army.  The  Americans  at 
once  declared  their  independence  of  Mexico, 
and  Fremont  was  elected  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia. By  this  time  Commodore  Stockton 
had  reached  the  coast  with  instructions  from 
Washington  to  con(]uer  California.  Fre- 
mont at  once  joined  him  in  that  effort,  which 
resulted  in  the  annexation  of  California  with 
its  untold  mineral  wealth.  Later  Fremont 
became  involved  in  a  difficulty  with  fellow 
officers  which  resulted  in  a  court  martial, 
and  the  surrender  of  his  commission.  He 
declined  to  accept  reinstatement.  He  af- 
terward laid  out  a  great  road  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  San  Francisco,  and  became 
the  first  United  States  senator  from  Califor- 


30 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGRAPnr. 


nia,  in  1849.  In  1856  he  was  nominated 
by  the  new  Republican  party  as  its  first  can- 
didate for  president  against  Buchanan,  and 
received  114  electoral  votes,  out  of  296. 

In  1 86 1  he  was  made  major-general  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  western  department. 
He  planned  the  reclaiming  of  the  entire 
Mississippi  valley,  and  gathered  an  army  of 
thirty  thousand  men,  with  plenty  of  artil- 
lery, and  was  ready  to  move  upon  the  con- 
federate General  Price,  when  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  command.  He  was  nominated 
for  the  presidency  at  Cincinnati  in  1864,  but 
withdrew.  He  was  governor  of  Arizona  in 
1878,  holding  the  position  four  years.  He 
was  interested  in  an  engineering  enterprise 
looking  toward  a  great  southern  trans-con- 
tinental railroad,  and  in  his  later  years  also 
practiced  law  in  New  York.  He  died  July  1 3, 
1890. 

WENDELL  PHILLIPS,  the  orator  and 
abolitionist,  and  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  American  history,  was  born  November 
29,  181 1,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He 
received  a  good  education  at  Harvard 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1831, 
and  then  entered  the  Cambridge  Law  School. 
After  completing  his  course  in  that  institu- 
tion, in  1833,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
in  1834,  at  Suffolk.  He  entered  the  arena 
of  life  at  the  time  when  the  forces  of  lib- 
erty and  slavery  had  already  begun  their 
struggle  that  was  to  culminate  in  the  Civil 
war.  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  by  his  clear- 
headed, courageous  declarations  of  the  anti- 
slavery  principles,  had  done  much  to  bring 
about  this  struggle.  Mr.  Phillips  was  not  a 
man  that  could  stand  aside  and  see  a  great 
struggle  being  carried  on  in  the  interest  of 
humanity  and  look  passively  on.  He  first 
attracted  attention  as  an  orator  in  1837,  at 
a  meeting  that  was  called  to  protest  against 


the  murder  of  the  Rev.  Elijah  P.  Lovejoy. 
The  meeting  would  have  ended  in  a  few 
perfunctory  resolutions  had  not  Mr.  Phillips 
by  his  manly  eloquence  taken  the  meeting 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  few  that  were  in- 
clined to  temporize  and  avoid  radical  utter- 
ances. Having  once  started  out  in  this  ca- 
reer as  an  abolitionist  Phillips  never  swerved 
from  what  he  deemed  his  duty,  and  never 
turned  back.  He  gave  up  his  legal  practice 
and  launched  himself  heart  and  soul  in  the 
movement  for  the  liberation  of  the  slaves. 
He  was  an  orator  of  very  great  ability  and 
by  his  earnest  efforts  and  eloquence  he  did 
much  in  arousing  public  sentiment  in  behalf 
of  the  anti-slavery  cause — ^possibly  more 
than  any  one  man  of  his  time.  After  the 
abolition  of  slavery  Mr.  Phillips  v^as,  if  pos- 
sible, even  busier  than  before  ni  the  literary 
and  lecture  field.  Besides  temperance  and 
women's  rights,  he  lectured  often  and  wrote 
much  on  finance,  and  the  relations  of  labor 
and  capital,  and  his  utterances  on  whatever 
subject  always  bore  the  stamp  of  having 
emanated  from  a  master  mind.  Eminent 
critics  have  stated  that  it  might  fairly  be 
questioned  whether  there  has  ever  spoken 
in  America  an  orator  superior  to  Phillips. 
The  death  of  this  great  man  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 4,   1884. 


WILLIAM  TECUMSEH  SHERMAN 
was  one  of  the  greatest  generals  that 
the  world  has  ever  produced  and  won  im- 
mortal fame  by  that  strategic  and  famous 
"  march  to  the  sea,"  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. He  was  born  February  8,  1820,  at 
Lancaster,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  in  the 
family  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  as  his 
father  died  when  he  was  but  nine  years  of 
age.  He  entered  West  Point  in  1836,  was 
graduated  from  the  same  in  1840,  and  ap- 
pointed   a  second   lieutenant   in   the    Third 
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Artillery.  He  passed  through  the  various 
grades  of  the  service  and  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  Regular  Infantry.  A  full  history 
of  General  Sherman's  conspicuous  services 
would  be  to  repeat  a  history  of  the  army. 
He  commanded  a  division  at  Shiloh,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  winning  of  that  bat- 
tle, and  was  also  present  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  On  July  4,  1863,  he  was  appointed 
brigadier-general  of  the  regular  army,  and 
shared  with  Hooker  the  victory  of  Mission- 
ary Ridge.  He  was  commander  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Tennessee  from  October 
27th  until  the  appointment  of  General 
Grant  as  lieutenant-general,  by  whom  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Mississippi,  which  he  as- 
sumed in  March,  1864.  He  at  once  began 
organizing  the  army  and  enlarging  his  com- 
munications preparatory  to  his  march  upon 
Atlanta,  which  he  started  the  same  time  of 
the  beginning  of  the  Richmond  campaign  by 
Grant.  He  started  on  May  6,  and  was  op- 
posed by  Johnston,  who  had  fifty  thousand 
men,  but  by  consummate  generalship,  he 
captured  Atlanta,  on  September  2,  after 
several  months  of  hard  fighting  and  a  severe 
loss  of  men.  General  Sherman  started  on 
his  famous  march  to  the  sea  November  15, 
1864,  and  by  December  10  he  was  before 
Savannah,  which  he  took  on  December  23. 
This  campaign  is  a  monument  to  the  genius 
of  General  Sherman  as  he  only  lost  567 
men  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  After  rest- 
ing his  army  he  moved  northward  and  occu- 
pied the  following  places:  Columbia, 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  Ayersboro,  Benton- 
ville,  Goldsboro,  Raleigh,  and  April  18,  he 
accepted  the  surrender  of  Johnston's  army 
on  a  basis  of  agreement  that  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  Government  with  favor,  but 
finally  accorded  Johnston  the  same  terms  as 


Lee  was  given  by  General  Grant.  He  was 
present  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
and  after  the  close  of  the  war  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  military  division  of 
the  Mississippi;  later  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant-general, and  assigned  to  Jhe  military 
division  of  the  Missouri.  When  General 
Grant  was  elected  president  Sherman  became 
general,  March  4,  1869,  and  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  army.  His  death  oc- 
curred  February   14,  1891,  at  Washington. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  of  the  early  American 
statesmen  and  linanciers,  was  born  in  Nevis, 
an  island  of  the  West  Indies,  January  11. 
1757,  his  father  being  a  Scotchman  and  his 
mother  of  Huguenot  descent.  Owing  to  the 
death  of  his  mother  and  business  reverses 
which  came  to  his  father,  young  Hamilton 
was  sent  to  his  mother's  relatives  in  Santa 
Cruz;  a  few  years  later  was  sent  to  a  gram- 
mar school  at  Elizabethtown.  New  Jersey, 
and  in  1773  entered  what  is  now  known  as 
Columbia  College.  Even  at  that  time  he 
began  taking  an  active  part  in  public  affairs 
and  his  speeches,  pamphlets,  and  newspaper 
articles  on  political  affairs  of  the  day  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  In  1776  he 
received  a  captain's  commission  and  served 
in  Washington's  army  with  credit,  becoming 
aide-de-camp  to  Washington  with  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel.  In  1781  he  resigned  his 
commission  because  of  a  rebuke  from  Gen- 
eral W^ashington.  He  ne.xt  received  com- 
mand of  a  New  York  battalion  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Yorktown.  After 
this  Hamilton  studied  law,  served  several 
terms  in  congress  and  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  at  which  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion was  drawn  up.  His  work  connected 
with  "The  Federalist"  at  about  this  time 
attracted   much    attention.      Mr.    Hamilton 
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was  chosen  as  the  first  secretary  of  the 
United  States  treasury  and  as  such  was  the 
author  of  the  funding  system  and  founder  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  In  1798  he  was 
made  inspector-general  of  the  army  with  the 
rank  of  major-general  and  was  also  for  a 
short  time  commander-in-chief.  In  1804 
Aaron  Burr,  then  candidate  for  governor  of 
New  York,  challenged  Alexander  Hamilton 
to  fight  a  duel,  Burr  attributing  his  defeat 
to  Hamilton's  opposition,  and  Hamilton, 
though  declaring  the  code  as  a  relic  of  bar- 
barism, accepted  the  challenge.  They  met 
at  Weehawken,  New  Jersey,  July  11,  1804. 
Hamilton  declined  to  fire  at  his  adversary, 
but  at  Burr's  first  fire  was  fatally  wounded 
and  died  July  12,  1804. 


ALEXANDER  HAMILTON  STEPH- 
ENS, vice-president  of  the  southern 
confederacy,  a  former  United  States  senator 
and  governor  of  Georgia,  ranks  among  the 
great  men  of  American  history.  He  was  born 
February  11,  18 12,  near  Crawfordsville, 
Georgia.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Georgia,  and  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1834.  In  1837  he  made  his  debut  in 
political  life  as  a  member  of  the  state  house 
of  representatives,  and  in  1841  declined  the 
nomination  for  the  same  office;  but  in  1842 
he  was  chosen  by  the  same  constituency  as 
state  senator.  Mr.  Stephens  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
Railroad.  In  1843  he  was  sent  by  his  dis- 
trict to  the  national  house  of  representatives, 
which  office  he  held  for  sixteen  consec- 
utive years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
house  during  the  passing  of  the  Compromise 
Bill,  and  was  one  of  its  ablest  and  most 
active  supporters.  The  same  year  (1850) 
Mr.  Stephens  was  a  delegate  to  the  state 
■convention  that  framed  the  celebrated 
:*'  Georgia  Platform,"  and  was  also   a  dele- 


gate to  the  convention  that  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  though  he  bitterly  op- 
posed that  bill  by  voice  and  vote,  yet  he 
readily  acquiesced  in  their  decision  after 
it  received  the  votes  of  the  majority  of  the 
convention.  He  was  chosen  vice-president 
of  the  confederacy  without  opposition,  and 
in  1865  he  was  the  head  of  the  commis- 
sion sent  by  the  south  to  the  Hampton 
Roads  conference.  He  was  arrested  after 
the  fall  of  the  confederacy  and  was  con- 
fined in  Fort  Warren  as  a  prisoner  of  state 
but  was  released  on  his  own  parole.  Mr. 
Stephens  was  elected  to  the  forty-third, 
forty-fourth,  forty-fifth,  forty-sixth  and  for- 
ty-seventh congresses,  with  hardly  more  than 
nominal  opposition.  He  was  one  of  the 
Jeffersonian  school  of  American  politics. 
He  wrote  a  number  of  works,  principal 
among  which  are:  "Constitutional  View 
of  the  War  between  the  States,"  and  a 
"  Compendium  of  the  History  of  the  United 
States."  He  was  inaugurated  as  governor 
of  Georgia  November  4th,  1882,  but  died 
March  4,  1883,  before  the  completion  of 
his  term. 

ROSCOE  CONKLING  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  and  famous  of  American 
statesmen.  He  was  among  the  most  fin- 
ished, fluent  and  eloquent  orators  that  have 
ever  graced  the  halls  of  the  American  con- 
gress; ever  ready,  witty  and  bitter  in  de- 
bate he  was  at  once  admired  and  feared  by 
his  political  opponents  and  revered  by  his 
followers.  True  to  his  friends,  loyal  to  the 
last  degree  to  those  with  whom  his  inter- 
ests were  associated,  he  was  unsparing  to  his 
foes  and  it  is  said  "never  forgot  an  injury." 
Roscoe  Conkling  was  born  at  Albany, 
New  York,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1829, 
being  a  son  of  Alfred  Conkling.  Alfred 
Conkling  was  also   a   native   of  New  York, 
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born  at  East  Hampton,  October  12,  1789, 
and  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  law- 
yers in  the  Empire  state;  pubHshcd  several 
legal  works;  served  a  term  in  congress;  aft- 
erward as  United  States  district  judge  for 
Northern  New  York,  and  in  1852  was  min- 
ister to  Mexico.  Alfred  Conkling  died  in 
1874. 

Roscoe  Conkling,  whose  name  heads 
this  article,  at  an  early  age  took  up  the 
study  of  law  and  soon  became  successful  and 
prominent  at  the  bar.  About  1846  he  re- 
moved to  Utica  and  in  1858  was  elected 
mayor  of  that  city.  He  was  elected  repre- 
sentative in  congress  from  this  district  and 
was  re-elected  three  times.  In  1867  he  was 
elected  United  States  senator  from  the  state 
of  New  York  and  was  re-elected  in  1873 
and  1879.  In  May,  1881,  he  resigned  on 
account  of  differences  with  the  president. 
In  March,  1882,  he  was  appointed  and  con- 
firmed as  associate  justice  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court  but  declined  to  serve. 
His  death  occurred  April  18,   1888. 


WASHINGTON  IRVING,  one  of  the 
most  eminent,  talented  and  popu- 
lar of  American  authors,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  April  3,  1783.  His  father  was 
William  Irving,  a  merchant  and  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  had  married  an  English  lady 
and  emigrated  to  America  some  twenty 
years  prior  to  the  birth  of  Washington. 
Two  of  the  older  sons,  William  and  Peter, 
were  partially  occupied  with  newspaper 
work  and  literary  pursuits,  and  this  fact 
naturally  inclined  Washington  to  follow 
their  example.  Washington  Irving  was  given 
the  advantages  afforded  by  the  common 
schools  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  studying  law,  but  continued 
to  acquire  his  literary  training  by  diligent 
perusal  at  home  of  the  older  English  writers. 


When  nineteen  he  made  his  first  literary 
venture  by  printing  in  the  ' '  Morning  Chroni- 
cle," then  edited  by  his  brother,  Dr.  Peter 
Irving,  a  series  of  local  sketches  under  the 
novi-dc- plume  oi  ''Jonathan  Oldstyle."  In 
1804  he  began  an  extensive  trip  through 
Europe,  returned  in  1806,  (juickly  com- 
pleted his  legal  studies  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  but  never  practiced  the  profession. 
In  1807  he  began  the  amusing  serial  "Sal- 
magundi," which  had  an  immediate  suc- 
cess, and  not  only  decided  his  future 
career  but  long  determined  the  charac- 
ter of  his  writings.  In  1S08,  assisted  by 
his  brother  Peter,  he  wrote  "  Knickerbock- 
er's History  of  New  York,"  and  in  1810  an 
excellent  biography  of  Campbell,  the  poet. 
After  this,  for  some  time,  Irving's  attention 
was  occupied  by  mercantile  interests,  but 
the  commercial  house  in  which  he  was  a 
partner  failed  in  18 17.  In  1814  he  was 
editor  of  the  Philadelphia  "Analectic  Maga- 
zine. "  About  181 8  appeared  his  "Sketih- 
Book, "  over  the  nom-dc-plumc  of  •  'Geoffrey 
Crriyon,"  which  laid  the  foundation  of  Ir- 
ving's fortune  and  permanent  fame.  This 
was  soon  followed  by  the  legends  of 
"Sleepy  Hollow,"  and  "  Kip  Van  Winkle," 
which  at  once  took  high  rank  as  literary 
productions,  and  Irving's  reputation  was 
firmly  established  in  both  the  old  and  new 
worlds.  After  this  the  path  of  Irving  was 
smooth,  and  his  subsequent  writings  ap- 
peared with  rapidity,  including  "  Brace- 
bridge  Hall,"  "The  Tales  of  a  Traveler." 
"  History  of  the  Life  and  Voyages  of  Chris- 
topher Columbus,"  "The  Conquest  of 
Granada,"  "The  Alhambra,"  "  Tour  on 
the  Prairies,"  "Astoria,"  "Adventures  of 
Captain  Bonneville,"  "Wolfcrfs  Koost." 
"  Mahomet  and  his  Successors,"  and  "Life 
of  Washington,"  besides  other  works. 

Washington  Irving  was  never  married. 
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He  resided  during  the  closing  years  of  his 
life  at  Sunnyside  (Tarrytown)  on  the  Hud- 
son, where  he  died  November  28,  1859. 


CHARLES  SUMNER.— Boldly  outlined 
on  the  pages  of  our  history  stands  out 
the  rugged  figure  of  Charles  Sumner,  states- 
man, lawyer  and  writer.  A  man  of  unim- 
peachable integrity,  indomitable  will  and 
with  the  power  of  tireless  toil,  he  was  a  fit 
leader  in  troublous  times.  First  in  rank  as 
an  anti-slavery  leader  in  the  halls  of  con- 
gress, he  has  stamped  his  image  upon  the 
annals  of  his  time.  As  an  orator  he  took 
front  rank  and,  in  wealth  of  illustration, 
rhetoric  and  lofty  tone  his  eloquence  equals 
anything  to  be  found  in  history. 

Charles  Sumner  was  born  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  January  6,  181 1,  and  was 
the  son  of  Charles  P.  and  Relief  J.  Sumner. 
The  family  had  long  been  prominent  in  that 
state.  Charles  was  educated  at  the  Boston 
Public  Latin  School;  entered  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1826.  and  graduated  therefrom  in 
1830.  In  1 83 1  he  joined  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  then  under  charge  of  Judge  Story, 
and  gave  himself  up  to  the  study  of  law 
with  enthusiasm.  His  leisure  was  devoted 
to  contributing  to  the  American  Jurist.  Ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1834  he  was  appointed 
reporter  to  the  circuit  court  by  Judge  Story. 
He  published  several  works  about  this  time, 
and  from  1835  to  1837  and  again  in  1843 
was  lecturer  in  the  law  school.  He  had 
planned  a  lawyer's  life,  but  in  1845  he  gave 
his  attention  to  politics,  speaking  and  working 
against  the  admission  of  Texas  to  the  Union 
and  subsequently  against  the  Mexican  war. 
In  1848  he  was  defeated  for  congress  on  the 
Free  Soil  ticket.  His  stand  on  the  anti- 
slavery  question  at  that  time  alienated  both 
friends  and  clients,  but  he  never  swerved 
from  his  convictions.    In  185 1  he  was  elected 


to  the  United  States  senate  and  took  his 
seat  therein  December  i  of  that  year.  From 
this  time  his  life  became  the  history  of  the 
anti-slavery  cause  in  congress.  In  August, 
1852,  he  began  his  attacks  on  slavery  by  a 
masterly  argument  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  On  May  22,  1856,  Pres- 
ton Brooks,  nephew  of  Senator  Butler,  of 
South  Carolina,  made  an  attack  upon  Mr, 
Sumner,  at  his  desk  in  the  senate,  striking 
him  over  the  head  with  a  heavy  cane.  The 
attack  was  quite  serious  in  its  effects  and 
kept  Mr.  Sumner  absent  from  his  seat  in  the 
senate  for  about  four  years.  In  1857,  1863 
and  1869  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office  of 
senator,  passing  some  twenty-three  years  in 
that  position,  always  advocating  the  rights 
of  freedom  and  equity.     He  died  March  11, 

1874-  

THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  the  third  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was  born 
near  Charlottesville,  Albemarle  county,  Vir- 
ginia, April  13,  1743,  and  was  the  son  of 
Peter  and  Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson.  He 
received  the  elements  of  a  good  education, 
and  in  1760  entered  William  and  Mary  Col- 
lege. After  remaining  in  that  institution  for 
two  years  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  with 
George  Wythe,  of  Williamsburg,  Virginia, 
one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  his  day,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1767,  He  ob- 
tained a  large  and  profitable  practice,  which 
he  held  for  eight  years.  The  conflict  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  then 
drew  him  into  public  life,  he  having  for" 
some  time  given  his  attention  to  the  study 
of  the  sources  of  law,  the  origin  of  liberty 
and  equal  rights. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  the  Virginia 
house  of  burgesses  in  1769,  and  served  in 
that  body  several  years,  a  firm  supporter  of 
liberal    measures,    and,    although    a    slave- 
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holder  himself,  an  opponent  of  slavery. 
With  others,  he  was  a  leader  among  the  op- 
position to  the  king.  He  took  his  place  as 
a  member  of  the  Continental  congress  June 
21,  1775,  and  after  serving  on  several  com- 
mittees was  appointed  to  draught  a  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  which  he  did,  some 
corrections  being  suggested  by  Dr.  Franklin 
and  John  Adams.  This  document  was  pre- 
sented to  congress  June  28,  1776,  and  after 
six  days'  debate  was  passed  and  was  signed. 
In  the  following  September  Mr.  Jefferson 
resumed  his  seat  in  the  Virginia  legislature, 
and  gave  much  time  to  the  adapting  of  laws 
of  that  state  to  the  new  condition  of  things. 
He  drew  up  the  law,  the  first  ever  passed  by 
a  legislature  or  adopted  by  a  government, 
which  secured  perfect  religious  freedom. 
June  I,  1779,  he  succeeded  Patrick  Henry 
as  governor  of  Virginia,  an  office  which, 
after  co-operating  with  Washington  in  de- 
fending the  country,  he  resigned  two  years 
later.  One  of  his  own  estates  was  ravaged 
by  the  British,  and  his  house  at  Monticello 
was  held  by  Tarleton  for  several  days,  and 
Jefferson  narrowly  escaped  capture.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1782,  he  accepted 
the  position  of  plenipotentiary  to  France, 
which  he  had  declined  in  1776.  Before 
leaving  he  served  a  short  time  in  congress 
at  Annapolis,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  a 
bill  for  establishing  our  present  decimal  sys- 
tem of  currency,  one  of  his  most  useful  pub- 
lic services.  He  remained  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity until  October,  1789,  and  was  a  most 
active  and  vigilant  minister.  Besides  the 
onerous  duties  of  his  office,  during  this  time, 
he  published  "Notes  on  Virginia,"  sent  to 
the  United  States  seeds,  shrubs  and  plants, 
forwarded  literary  and  scientific  news  and 
gave  useful  advice  to  some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  French  Revolution. 

Mr.  Jefferson  landed  in  Virginia  Novem- 


ber 18,  1789,  having  obtained  a  leave  of 
absence  from  his  post,  and  shortly  after  ac- 
cepted Washington's  offer  of  the  portfolio 
of  the  department  of  state  in  his  cabinet. 
He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  in 
March,  1791,  and  held  it  until  January  i, 
1794,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation. 
About  this  time  he  and  Alexander  Hamilton 
became  decided  and  aggressive  political  op- 
ponents, Jefferson  being  in  warm  sympathy 
with  the  people  in  the  French  revolHtion 
and  strongly  democratic  in  his  feelings, 
while  Hamilton  took  the  opposite  side.  In 
1796  Jefferson  was  elected  vice-president  of 
the  United  States.  In  1800  he  was  elected 
to  the  presidency  and  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1801.  During  his  administration, 
which  lasted  for  eight  years,  he  having  been 
re-elected  in  1804,  he  waged  a  succes-sful 
war  against  the  Tripolitan  pirates;  purchased 
Louisiana  of  Napoleon;  reduced  the  public 
debt,  and  was  the  originator  of  many  wise 
measures.  Declining  a  nomination  for  a 
third  term  he  returned  to  Monticello,  where 
he  died  July  4,  1826,  but  a  few  hours  before 
the  death  of  his  friend,  John  Adams. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  married  January  i. 
1772,  to  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton.  a  young, 
beautiful,  and  wealthy  widow,  who  died 
September  6,  1782,  leaving  three  children, 
three  more  having  died  previous  to  her 
demise. 

CORNELIUS  VANDERBILT,known  as 
"Commodore"  Vanderbilt,  was  the 
founder  of  what  constitutes  the  present  im- 
mense fortune  of  the  Vanderbilt  fainily.  He 
was  born  May  27,  1794.  at  Port  Richmond. 
Staten  Island,  Richmond  county,  New 
York,  and  we  find  him  at  sixteen  years  run- 
ning a  small  vessel  between  his  home  and 
New  York  City.  The  fortifications  of  Sta- 
ten and  Long  Islands  were  just  in  course  of 
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construction,  and  he  carried  the  laborers 
from  New  York  to  the  fortifications  in  his 
"perianger,  "  as  it  was  called,  in  the  day, 
and  at  night  carried  supplies  to  the  fort  on 
the  Hudson.  Later  he  removed  to  New 
York,  where  he  added  to  his  little  fleet.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  free  from 
debt  and  was  worth  $9,000,  and  in  18 17, 
with  a  partner  he  built  the  first  steamboat 
that  was  run  between  New  York  and  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  and  became  her 
captain  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  a  year.  The 
next  year  he  took  command  of  a  larger  and 
better  boat  and  by  1824  he  was  in  complete 
control  of  the  Gibbon's  Line,  as  it  was 
called,  which  he  had  brought  up  to  a  point 
where  it  paid  $40,000  a  year.  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  acquired  the  ferry  between  New 
York  and  Elizabethport,  New  Jersey,  on  a 
fourteen  years'  lease  and  conducted  this  on 
a  paying  basis.  He  severed  his  connections 
with  Gibbons  in  1829  and  engaged  in 
business  alone  and  for  twenty  years  he  was 
the  leading  steamboat  man  in  the  country, 
building  and  operating  steamboats  on  the 
Hudson  River,  Long  Island  Sound,  on  the 
Delaware  River  and  the  route  to  Boston, 
and  he  had  the  monopoly  of  trade  on  these 
routes.  In  1850  he  determined  to  broaden 
his  field  of  operation  and  accordingly  built 
the  steamship  Prometheus  and  sailed  for 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  where  he  desired  to 
make  a  personal  investigation  of  the  pros- 
pects of  the  American  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Ship  Canal  Company,  in  which  he  had  pur- 
chased a  controlling  interest.  Commodore 
Vanderbilt  planned,  as  a  result  of  this  visit, 
a  transit  route  from  Greytown  on  the  At- 
lantic coast  to  San  Juan  del  Sud  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  which  was  a  saving  of  700  miles 
over  the  old  route.  In  185 1  he  placed  three 
steamers  on  the  Atlantic  side  and  four  on 
the  Pacific  side  to  accommodate  the  enor- 


mous traffic  occasioned  by  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  CaHfornia.  The  following  year 
three  more  vessels  were  added  to  his  fleet 
and  a  branch  line  established  from  New 
Orleans  to  Greytown.  In  1853  the  Com- 
modore sold  out  hisNicarauguaTransit  Com- 
pany, which  had  netted  him  $1,000,000 
and  built  the  renowned  steam  yacht,  the 
"North  Star."  He  continued  in  the  ship- 
ping business  nine  years  longer  and  accu- 
mulated some  $10,000,000.  In  1861  he 
presented  to  the  government  his  magnifi- 
cent steamer  "  Vanderbilt,  "  which  had  cost 
him  $800,000  and  for  which  he  received  the 
thanks  of  congress.  In  1844  he  became 
interested  in  the  railroad  business  which  he 
followed  in  later  years  and  became  one  of 
the  greatest  railroad  magnates  of  his  time. 
He  founded  the  Vanderbilt  University  at  a 
cost  of  $1,000,000.  He  died  January  4, 
1877,  leaving  a  fortune  estimated  at  over 
$100,000,000  to  his  children. 


DANIEL  BOONE  was  one  of  the  most 
famous  of  the  many  American  scouts, 
pioneers  and  hunters  which  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  western  states  brought  into 
prominence.  Daniel  Boone  was  born  Feb- 
ruary II,  1735,  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  while  yet  a  young  man  removed 
to  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  married. 
In  1769,  with  five  companions,  he  pene- 
trated into  the  forests  and  wilds  of  Kentucky 
— then  uninhabited  by  white  men.  He  had 
frequent  conflicts  with  the  Indians  and  was 
captured  by  them  but  escaped  and  continued 
to  hunt  in  and  explore  that  region  for  over 
a  year,  when,  in  1 771,  he  returned  to  his 
home.  In  the  summer  of  1773,  he  removed 
with  his  own  and  five  other  families  into 
what  was  then  the  wilderness  of  Kentucky, 
and  to  defend  his  colony  against  the  savages, 
he  built,  in  1775,  a  fort  at   Boonesborough, 
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on  the  Kentucky  river.  This  fort  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Indians  several  times  in  1777, 
but  they  were  repulsed.  The  following 
year,  however,  Boone  was  surprised  and 
captured  by  them.  They  took  him  to  De- 
troit and  treated  him  with  leniency,  but  he 
soon  escaped  and  returned  to  his  fort  which 
he  defended  with  success  against  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Indians  in  August,  1778.  His 
son,  Enoch  Boone,  was  the  first  white  male 
child  born  in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  In 
1795  Daniel  Boone  removed  with  his  family 
to  Missouri,  locating  about  forty-five  miles 
west  of  the  present  site  of  St.  Louis,  where 
he  found  fresh  fields  for  his  favorite  pursuits 
— adventure,  hunting,  and  pioneer  life.  His 
death  occurred  September  20,  1820. 


HENRY  WADSWORTH  LONGFEL- 
LOW, said  to  have  been  America's 
greatest  "  poet  of  the  people,"  was  born  at 
Portland,  Maine,  February  27,  1807.  He 
entered  Bowdoin  College  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, and  graduated  in  1825.  During  his 
college  days  he  distinguished  himself  in  mod- 
ern languages,  and  wrote  several  short 
poems,  one  of  the  best  known  of  which  was 
the  "  Hymn  of  the  Moravian  Nuns."  After 
his  graduation  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
his  father,  but  the  following  year  was  offered 
the  professorship  of  modern  languages  at 
Bowdoin,  with  the  privilege  of  three  years 
study  in  Europe  to  perfect  himself  in  French, 
Spanish,  Italian  and  German.  After  the 
three  years  were  passed  he  returned  to  the 
United  States  and  entered  upon  his  profes- 
sorship in  1829.  His  first  volume  was  a 
small  essay  on  the  "Moral  and  Devotional 
Poetry  of  Spain"  in  1833.  In  1835  he  pub- 
lished some  prose  sketches  of  travel  under 
the  title  of  "  Outre  Mer,  a  Pilgrimage  be- 
yond the  Sea."  In  1835  he  was  elected  to 
the  chair  of  modern  languages  and  literature 


at  Harvard  University  and  spent  a  year  in 
Denmark,  Sweden  and  Switzerland,  culti- 
vating a  knowledge  of  early  Scamiinavian 
literature  and  entered  upon  his  professor- 
ship in  1836.  Mr.  Longfellow  published  \\\ 
1839  "  Hyperion,  a  Romance,"  and  "Voices 
of  the  Night, "  and  his  first  volume  of  original 
verse  comprising  the  selected  poems  of 
twenty  years  work,  procured  him  immediate 
recognition  as  a  poet.  "  Ballads  and  other 
poems"  appeared  in  1842,  the  "Spanish 
Student  "  a  drama  in  three  acts,  in  1843, 
"The  Belfry  of  Bruges  "  in  1846,  "Evan- 
geline, a  Tale  of  Acadia,"  in  1847,  which 
was  considered  his  master  piece.  In  1.S45 
he  published  a  large  volume  of  the  "Poets 
and  Poetry  of  Europe,"  1849  "  Kavanagh, 
a  Tale,"  ''The  Seaside  and  Fireside"  in 
1850,  "The  Golden  Legend  "  in  1851,  "The 
Song  of  Hiawatha  "  in  1855,  "The  Court- 
ship of  Miles  Standish  "  in  1858,  "  Tales  of 
a  Wayside  Inn  "  in  1863;  "  Flower  de  Luce" 
in  1866;"  "New  England  Tragedies"  in 
1869;  "The  Divine  Tragedy"  in  1871; 
"Three  Books  of  Song"  in  1872;  "The 
Hanging  of  the  Crane  "  in  1874.  He  also 
published  a  masterly  translation  of  Danle 
in  1867-70  and  the  "  Morituri  Salutamus," 
a  poem  read  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
his  class  at  Bowdoin  College.  Prof.  Long- 
fellow resigned  his  chair  at  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  1854,  but  continued  to  reside  at  Cam- 
bridge. Some  of  his  poetical  works  have 
been  translated  into  many  languages,  and 
their  popularity  rivals  that  of  the  best  mod- 
ern English  poetry.  He  died  March  24, 
18S2,  but  has  left  an  imperishable  fame  as 
one  of  the  foremost  of  American  poets. 


PETER  COOPER  was  in  three  partic- 
ulars—as a  capitalist  and  manufacturer, 
as  an  inventor,  and  as  a  philanthropist — 
connected  intimately  with  some  of  the  most 
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important  and  useful  accessions  to  the  in- 
dustrial arts  of  America,  its  progress  in  in- 
vention and  the  promotion  of  educational 
and  benevolent  institutions  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  people  at  large.  He  was  born 
in  New  York  city,  February  12,  1791.  His 
life  was  one  of  labor  and  struggle,  as  it  was 
with  most  of  America's  successful  men.  In 
early  boyhood  he  commenced  to  help  his 
father  as  a  manufacturer  of  hats.  He  at- 
tended school  only  for  half  of  each  day  for 
a  single  year,  and  beyond  this  his  acquisi- 
tions were  all  his  own.  When  seventeen 
years  old  he  was  placed  with  John  Wood- 
ward to  learn  the  trade  of  coach-making  and 
served  his  apprenticeship  so  satisfactorily 
that  his  master  off-!^red  to  set  him  up  in  busi- 
ness, but  this  he  declined  because  of  the 
debt  and  obligation  it  would  involve. 

The  foundation  of  Mr.  Cooper's  fortune 
was  laid  in  the  invention  of  an  improvement 
in  machines  for  shearing  cloth.  This  was 
largely  called  into  use  during  the  war  of 
1812  with  England  when  all  importations 
of  cloth  from  that  country  were  stopped. 
The  machines  lost  their  value,  however,  on 
the  declaration  of  peace.  Mr.  Cooper  then 
turned  his  shop  into  the  manufacture  of 
cabinet  ware.  He  afterwards  went  into  the 
grocery  business  in  New  York  and  finally  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  glue  and  isin- 
glass which  he  carried  on  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  In  1830  he  erected  iron  works 
in  Canton,  near  Baltimore.  Subsequently 
he  erected  a  rolling  and  a  wire  mill  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  which  he  first  success- 
fully applied  anthracite  to  the  puddling  of 
iron.  In  these  works,  he  was  the  first  to 
roll  wrought-iron  beams  for  fire-proof  build- 
ings. These  works  grew  to  be  very  exten- 
sive, including  mines,  blast  furnaces,  etc. 
While  in  Baltimore  Mr.  Cooper  built  in 
1830,  after  his  own   designs,  the   first  loco- 


motive engine  ever  constructed  on  this  con- 
tinent and  it  was  successfully  operated  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  He  also 
took  a  great  interest  and  invested  large  cap- 
ital in  the  extension  of  the  electric  telegraph, 
also  in  the  laying  of  the  first  Atlantic  cable; 
besides  interesting  himself  largely  in  the 
New  York  state  canals.  But  the  most 
cherished  object  of  Mr.  Cooper's  life  was 
the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the 
instruction  of  the  industrial  classes,  which 
he  carried  out  on  a  magnificent  scale  in  New 
York  city,  where  the  "Cooper  Union" 
ranks  among  the  most  important  institu- 
tions. 

In  May,  1876,  the  Independent  party 
nominated  Mr.  Cooper  for  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  election  following 
he  received  nearly  100,000  votes.  His 
death  occurred  April  4,  1883. 


GENERAL  ROBERT  EDWARD  LEE, 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  Confeder- 
ate generals  during  the  Civil  war,  and  one 
of  the  ablest  military  commanders  of  mod- 
ern times,  was  born  at  Stratford  House, 
Westmoreland  county,  Virginia,  January  19, 
1807.  In  1825  he  entered  the  West  Point 
academy  and  was  graduated  second  in  his 
class  in  1829,  and  attached  to  the  army  as 
second  lieutenant  of  engineers.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  thus  engaged  in  en- 
gineering work,  aiding  in  establishing  the 
boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
and  superintended  various  river  and  harbor 
improvements,  becoming  captain  of  engi- 
neers in  1838.  He  first  saw  field  service  in 
the  Mexican  war,  and  under  General  Scott 
performed  valuable  and  efficient  service. 
In  that  brilliant  campaign  he  was  conspicu- 
ous for  professional  ability  as  well  as  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct,  winning  in  quick 
succession  the  brevets  of  major,  lieutenant- 
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colonel,  and  colonel  for  his  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Cerro  Gordo,  Contreras,  Cherubusco, 
Chapultepec,  and  in  the  capture  of  the  city 
Mexico.  At  the  close  of  that  war  he  re- 
sumed his  engineering  work  in  connection 
with  defences  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
from  1852  to  1855  was  superintendent  of 
the  Military  Academy,  a  position  which  he 
gave  up  to  become  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Second  Cavalry.  For  several  years  there- 
after he  served  on  the  Texas  border,  but 
happening  to  be  near  Washington  at  the 
time  of  John  Brown's  raid,  October  17  to 
25.  1859,  Colonel  Lee  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Federal  forces  employed  in  its 
repression.  He  soon  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment in  Texas  where  he  remained  the 
greater  part  of  i860,  and  March  16,  1861, 
became  colonel  of  his  regiment  by  regular 
promotion.  Three  weeks  later,  April  25,  he 
resigned  upon  the  secession  of  Virginia, 
went  at  once  to  Richmond  and  tendered  his 
services  to  the  governor  of  that  state,  being 
by  acclamation  appointed  commander-in- 
chief  of  its  military  and  naval  forces,  with 
the  rank  of  major-general. 

He  at  once  set  to  work  to  organize  and 
develop  the  defensive  resources  of  his  state 
and  within  a  month  directed  the  occupation 
in  force  of  Manassas  Junction.  Meanwhile 
Virginia  having  entered  the  confederacy  and 
Richmond  become  the  capitol,  Lee  became 
one  of  the  foremost  of  its  military  ol^cers 
and  was  closely  connected  with  Jefferson 
Davis  in  planning  the  moves  of  that  tragic 
time.  Lee  participated  in  many  of  the 
hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war  among 
which  were  Fair  Oaks,  White  Lake  Swamps, 
Cold  Harbor,  and  the  Chickahominy,  Ma- 
nassas, Cedar  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Malvern  Hill,  Get- 
tysburg, the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign, all  the  campaigns  about  Richmond, 


Petersburg,  Five  Forks,  and  others.  Lee's 
surrender  at  Appomatox  brought  the  war  to 
a  close.  It  is  said  of  General  Lee  tl:at  but 
few  commanders  in  history  have  been  so 
quick  to  detect  the  purposes  of  an  opponent 
or  so  quick  to  act  upon  it.  Never  surpassed, 
if  ever  equaled,  in  the  art  of  winning  the 
passionate,  personal  love  and  admiration  of 
his  troops,  he  acquired  and  held  an  influ- 
ence over  his  army  to  the  very  last,  founded 
upon  a  supreme  trust  in  his  judgment,  pre- 
science and  skill,  coupled  with  his  cool, 
stable,  equable  courage.  A  great  writer  has 
said  of  him:  "As  regards  the  proper  meas- 
ure of  General  Lee's  rank  among  the  sol- 
diers of  history,  seeing  what  he  wrought 
with  such  resources  as  he  had,  under  all  the 
disadvantages  that  ever  attended  his  oper- 
ations, it  is  impossible  to  measure  what  he 
might  have  achieved  in  campaigns  and  bat- 
tles with  resources  at  his  own  disposition 
equal  to  those  against  which  he  invariably 
contended." 

Left  at  the  close  of  the  war  without  es- 
tate or  profession,  he  accepted  tiie  presi- 
dency of  Washington  College  at  Lexington, 
Virginia,  where  he  died  October  12.  1S70. 


JOHN  JAY,  first  chief-justice  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  New  York, 
December  12,  1745.  He  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  graduated  from  King's  College 
(Columbia  College),  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1768.  He  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  New  York  citizens  to 
protest  against  the  enforcement  by  the 
British  government  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill, 
was  elected  to  the  Continental  congress 
which  met  in  1774.  and  was  author  of  the 
addresses  to  the  people  of  Great  Britian  and 
of  Canada  adopted  by  that  and  the  suc- 
ceeding congress.  He  was  chosen  to  the 
provincial  assembly  of    his   own  state,  and 
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resigned  from  the  Continental  congress  to 
serve  in  that  body,  wrote  most  of  its  public 
papers,  including  the  constitution  of  the  new 
state,  and  was  then  made  chief-justice.  He 
was  again  chosen  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
tinental congress  in  1778,  and  became  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  He  was  sent  to  Spain 
as  minister  in  1780,  and  his  services  there 
resulted  in  substantial  and  moral  aid  for  the 
struggling  colonists.  Jay,  Franklin,  and 
Adams  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain  in  1782,  and  Jay  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  foreign  affairs  in  1784, 
and  held  the  position  until  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  constitution.  During  this  time 
he  had  contributed  strong  articles  to  the 
"Federalist"  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  and  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  ratification  of  that 
instrument  by  his  state.  He  was  appointed 
by  Washington  as  first  chief-justice  of  the 
United  States  in  1789.  In  this  high  capac- 
ity the  great  interstate  and  international 
questions  that  arose  for  immediate  settle- 
ment came  before  him  for  treatment. 

In  1794,  at  a  time  when  the  people  in 
gratitude  for  the  aid  that  France  had  ex- 
tended to  us,  were  clamoring  for  the  privilege 
of  going  to  the  aid  of  that  nation  in  her 
struggle  with  Great  Britain  and  her  own  op- 
pressors, John  Jay  was  sent  to  England  as 
special  envoy  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
that  power.  The  instrument  known  as 
"Jay's  Treaty  "  was  the  result,  and  while 
in  many  of  its  features  it  favored  our  nation, 
yet  the  neutrality  clause  in  it  so  angered  the 
masses  that  it  was  denounced  throughout 
the  entire  country,  and  John  Jay  was  burned 
in  effigy  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
treaty  was  finally  ratified  by  Washington, 
and  approved,  in  August,  1795.  Having 
been  elected  governor  of  his  state  for  three 
consecutive   termiS,    he    then    retired   from 


active  life,  declining  an  appointment  as 
chief-justice  of  the  supreme  court,  made  by 
John  Adams  and  confirmed  by  the  senate. 
He  died  in  New  York  in  1829. 


PHILLIP  HENRY  SHERIDAN  was 
one  of  the  greatest  American  cavalry 
generals.  He  was  born  March  6,  183 1,  at 
Somerset,  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  from  which  he  graduat- 
ed and  was  assigned  to  the  First  Infantry  as 
brevet  second  lieutenant  July  i,  1853. 
After  serving  in  Texas,  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
in  Washington  and  Oregon  territories  until 
the  fall  of  1 86 1,  he  was  recalled  to  the 
states  and  assigned  to  the  army  of  south- 
west Missouri  as  chief  quartermaster  from 
the  duties  of  which  he  was  soon  relieved. 
After  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  he  was  quar- 
termaster in  the  Corinth  campaign,  and  on 
May  25  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry.  On  July  i,  in 
command  of  a  cavalry  brigade,  he  defeated 
a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  and  was  com- 
missioned brigadier-general  of  volunteers. 
General  Sheridan  was  then  transferred  to 
the  army  of  the  Ohio,  and  commanded  a 
division  in  the  battle  of  Perrysville  and  also 
did  good  service  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro,  where  he  was  commissioned  major- 
general  of  volunteers.  He  fought  with 
great  gallantry  at  Chickamauga,  after  which 
Rosecrans  Vv^as  succeeded  by  General  Grant, 
under  whom  Sheridan  fought  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga  and  won  additional  renown. 
Upon  the  promotion  of  Grant  to  lieutenant- 
general,  he  applied  for  the  transfer  of  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  to  the  east,  and  appointed 
him  chief  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  the 
Potomac.  During  the  campaign  of  1864 
the  cavalry  covered  the  front  and  flanks  of 
the  infantry  until  May  8,  when  it  was  wili-v 


COMPENDIIM   ()/■■    niOGRArin 


41 


drawn  and  General  Sheridan  started  on  a 
raid  against  the  Confederate  lines  of  com- 
munication with  Richmond  and  on  May  25 
he  rejoined  the  army,  having  destroyed  con- 
siderable of  the  confederate  stores  and  de- 
feated their  cavalry  under  General  Stuart  at 
Yellow  Tavern.  The  outer  line  of  defences 
around  Richmond  were  taken,  but  the  sec- 
ond line  was  too  strong  to  be  taken  by  as- 
sault, and  accordingly  Sheridan  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  at  Meadow  Bridge,  reaching 
James  River  May  14,  and  thence  by  White 
House  and  Hanover  Court  House  back  to 
the  army.  The  cavalry  occupied  Cold 
Harbor  May  31,  which  they  held  until  the 
arrival  of  the  infantry.  On  General  Sheri- 
dan's next  raid  he  routed  Wade  Hampton's 
cavalry,  and  August  7  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Middle  Military  division, 
and  during  the  campaign  of  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  he  performed  the  unheard  of 
feat  of  "  destroying  an  entire  army."  He 
was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  the  reg- 
ular army  and  for  his  victory  at  Cedar  Creek 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-gen- 
eral. General  Sheridan  started  out  Febru- 
ary 27,  1865,  with  ten  thousand  cavalry 
and  destroyed  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad 
and  the  James  River  Canal  and  joined  the 
army  again  at  Petersburg  March  27.  He 
commanded  at  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  the 
decisive  victory  which  compelled  Lee  to 
evacuate  Petersburg.  On  April  9,  Lee  tried 
to  break  through  Sheridan's  dismounted 
command  but  when  the  General  drew  aside 
his  cavalry  and  disclosed  the  deep  lines  of 
infantry  the  attempt  was  abandoned.  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  mounted  his  men  and  was  about 
to  charge  when  a  white  flag  was  flown  at  the 
head  of  Lee's  column  which  betokened  the 
surrender  of  the  army.  After  the  war  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  had  command  of  the  army  of 
the  southwest,  of  the  gulf  and   the  depart- 


ment of  Missouri  until  he  was  appointed 
lieutenant-general  and  assigned  to  the  di- 
vision of  Missouri  with  headquarters  at  Chi- 
cago, and  assumed  supreme  command  of 
the  army  November  i.  1.SS3.  which  post  he 
held   until  his  death.  August  5.   1888. 


PHINEAS  T.  liARNUM.  the  greatest 
showman  the  world  has  ever  seen,  was 
born  at  Danbury,  Connecticut,  July  5.  1810. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  He  opened  a  re- 
tail fruit  and  confectionery  house,  including 
a  barrel  of  ale,  in  one  part  of  an  old  car- 
riage house.  He  spent  fifty  dollars  in  fitting 
up  the  store  and  the  stock  cost  him  seventy 
dollars.  Three  years  later  he  put  in  a  full 
stock,  such  as  is  generally  carried  in  a 
country  store,  and  the  same  year  he  started 
a  Democratic  newspaper,  known  as  the 
"Herald  of  Freedom."  He  soon  found 
himself  in  jail  under  a  si.xty  days*  sentence 
for  libel.  During  the  winter  of  1834-5  he 
went  to  New  York  and  began  soliciting  busi- 
ness for  several  Chatham  street  houses.     In 

1835  he  embarked  in  the  show  business  at 
Niblo's  Garden,  having  purchased  the  cele- 
brated "  Joice  Heth"  for  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. He  afterward  engaged  the  celebrated 
athlete,  Sig.  Vivalia,  and  Barnuin  made  his 
* '  first  appearance  on  any  stage, "  acting  as  a 
"super"  to  Sig.  Vivalia  on  his  opening 
night.  He  became  ticket  seller,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  Aaron  Turner's  circus  in 

1836  and  traveled  with  it  about  the  country. 
His  next  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a 
steamboat  on  the  Mississippi,  and  engaged 
a  theatrical  company  to  show  in  the  princi- 
pal towns  along  that  river.  In  1840  he 
opened  \'aux  Hall  Garden.  New  York,  with 
variety  performances,  and  introduced  the 
celebrated  jig  dancer,  John  Diamond,  to  the 
public.      The   next  year  he  quit   the   show 
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business  and  settled  down  in  New  York  as 
agent  of  Sear's  Pictorial  Illustration  of  the 
Bible,  but  a  few  months  later  again  leased 
Vaux  Hall.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
he  again  left  the  business,  and  became 
' '  puff "  writer  for  the  Bowery  Amphitheater. 
In  December  he  bought  the  Scudder  Museum, 
and  a  year  later  introduced  the  celebrated 
Tom  Thumb  to  the  world,  taking  him  to 
England  in  1844,  and  remaining  there  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  New  York,  and 
in  1849,  through  James  Hall  Wilson,  he  en- 
gaged the  "Swedish  Nightingale,"  Jenny 
Lind,  to  come  to  this  country  and  make  a 
tour  under  his  management.  He  also  had 
sent  the  Swiss  Bell  Ringers  to  America  in 
1844.  He  became  owner  of  the  Baltimore 
Museum  and  the  Lyceum  and  Museum  at 
Philadelphia.  In  1850  he  brought  a  dozen 
elephants  from  Ceylon  to  make  a  tour  of  this 
country,  and  in  185 1  sent  the  "  Bateman 
Children"  to  London.  During  185 1  and 
1852  he  traveled  as  a  temperance  lecturer, 
and  became  president  of  a  bank  at  Pequon- 
nock,  Connecticut.  In  1852  he  started  a 
weekly  pictorial  paper  known  as  the  "  Illus- 
trated News."  In  1865  his  Museum  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  immediately  leased 
the  Winter  Garden  Theatre,  where  he  played 
his  company  until  he  opened  his  own 
Museum.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1868,  and  he  then  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  George  Wood  Museum. 

After  dipping  into  politics  to  some  ex- 
tent, he  began  his  career  as  a  really  great 
showman  in  1871.  Three  years  later  he 
erected  an  immense  circular  building  in  New 
York,  in  which  he  produced  his  panoramas. 
He  has  frequently  appeared  as  a  lecturer, 
some  times  on  temperance,  and  some  times 
on  other  topics,  among  which  were  ' '  Hum- 
bugs of  the  World,"  "Struggles  and 
Triumphs, "  etc.      He  was  owner  of  the  im- 


mense menagerie  and  circus  known  as  the 
"Greatest  Show  on  Earth,"  and  his  fame 
extended  throughout  Europe  and  America. 
He  died  in  1891. 


JAMES  MADISON,  the  fourth  president 
of  the  United  States,  1809-17,  was 
born  at  Port  Conway,  Prince  George  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  March  16,  175  i.  He  was  the 
son  of  a  wealthy  planter,  who  lived  on  a  fine 
estate  called  "  Montpelier,"  which  was  but 
twenty-five  miles  from  Monticello,  the  home 
of  Thomas  Jefferson.  Mr.  Madison  was  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  attained  maturity.  He  received  his 
early  education  at  home  under  a  private 
tutor,  and  consecrated  himself  with  unusual 
vigor  to  study.  At  a  very  early  age  he  was 
a  proficient  scholar  in  Latin,  Greek,  French 
and  Spanish,  and  in  1769  he  entered  Prince- 
ton College,  New  Jersey.  He  graduated  in 
1 77 1,  but  remained  for  several  months  after 
his  graduation  to  pursue  a  course  of  study 
under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Witherspoon. 
He  permanently  injured  his  health  at  this 
time  and  returned  to  Virginia  in  1772,  and 
for  two  years  he  was  immersed  in  the  study 
of  law,  and  at  the  same  time  made  extend- 
ed researches  in  theology,  general  literature, 
and  philosophical  studies.  He  then  directed 
his  full  attention  to  the  impending  struggle 
of  the  colonies  for  independence,  and  also 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  religious  con- 
troversy at  that  time  regarding  so  called 
persecution  of  other  religious  denominations 
by  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Madison 
was  elected  to  the  Virginia  assembly  in  1776 
and  in  November,  1777,  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  council  of  state.  He  took 
his  seat  in  the  continental  congress  in 
March,  1780.  He  was  made  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and 
drafted  an  able   memoranda  for  the  use  of 
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the  American  ministers  to    the  French  and 
Spanish  governments,  that  established  the 
claims  of  the  republic   to  the  territories  be- 
tween   the    Alleghany    Mountains    and    the 
Mississippi  River.      He  acted  as  chairman  of 
the  ways  and  means  committee  in  1783  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Virginia  legislature  in 
1784-86  he  rendered   important  services  to 
the  state.      Mr.    Madison  represented   Vir- 
giana  in  the  national  constitutional  conven- 
tion at  Philadelphia  in  1787,  and  was  one  of 
the  chief  framers    of   the  constitution.      He 
was  a  member  of    the  first  four  congresses, 
1789-97,    and   gradually    became   identified 
with  the  anti-federalist  or  republican  party 
of  vvhich  he  eventually  became  the  leader. 
He  remained  in   private  life  "during  the  ad- 
ministration of  John  Adams,  and  was  secre- 
tary of  state  under  President  Jefferson.    Mr. 
Madison    administered  the    affairs    of    that 
post  with  such  great  ability  that  he  was  the 
natural    successor    of  the   chief    magistrate 
and  was    chosen  president  by    an   electoral 
vote  of    122   to    53.      He    was    inaugurated 
March  4,   1809,  at  that  critical  period  in  our 
history  when  the  feelings  of  the  people  were 
embittered  with  those   of  England,  and  his 
first  term  was  passed  in  diplomatic  quarrels, 
which  finally  resulted  in  the   declaration  of 
war,  June  18,  1812.      In  the  autumn  of  that 
year  President  Madison  was  re-elected  by  a 
vote  of  128  to  89,    and  conducted    the  war 
for   three    years    with    varying   success  and 
defeat  in   Canada,   by  glorious   victories  at 
sea,  and  by  the  battle   of  New  Orleans  that 
was  fought    after  the  treaty  of   peace  had 
been  signed  at  Ghent,  December  24,  1814. 
During    this    war    the  national    capitol    at 
Washington  was  burned,  and  many  valuable 
papers  were   destroyed,  but  the  declaration 
of  independence  was  saved    to  the  country 
by  the  bravery  and  courage   of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's illustrious  wife.      A  commercial  treaty 


was  negotiated  with  Great  Britain  in  181  5. 
and  in  April.  1S16,  a  national  bank  was  in- 
corporated by  congress.  Mr.  Madison  was 
succeeded.  March  4,  1S17.  by  James  Monroe, 
and  retired  into  private  life  on  his  estate  at 
Montpelier,    where  he  died  June  28.   1836. 


FI>LEDERICK  DOUGLASS.  .1  noted 
American  character,  was  a  protege  of 
the  great  abolitionist.  Williatn  Lloyd  Garri- 
son, by  whom  he  was  aided  in  gaining  his 
education.  Mr.  Douglass  was  born  in  Tuck- 
ahoe  county,  Maryland,  in  February,  1817. 
his  mother  being  a  ne<::;ro  woman  and  his 
father  a  white  man.  He  was  born  in  slav- 
ery and  belonged  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Lloyd,  under  which  name  he  went  until  he 
ran  away  from  his  master  and  changed  it  to 
Douglass.  At  the  age  of  ten  yenrs  he  was 
sent  to  Baltimore  where  he  learned  to  read 
and  write,  and  later  his  owner  allowed  him 
to  hire  out  his  own  time  for  three  dollars  a 
week  in  a  shipyard.  In  September,  1838, 
he  fled  from  Baltimore  and  made  his  way  to 
New  York,  and  from  thence  went  to  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts.  Here  he  was  mar- 
ried and  supported  himself  and  family  by 
working  at  the  wharves  and  in  various  work- 
shops. In  the  summer  of  1841  he  attended 
an  anti-slavery  convention  at  Nantucket, 
and  made  a  speech  which  was  so  well  re- 
ceived that  he  was  offered  the  agency  of  the 
Massachusetts  Anti-slavery  Society.  In  this 
capacity  he  traveled  through  the  New  En- 
gland states,  and  about  the  same  time  he 
published  his  first  book  called  "  Narrative 
of  my  E.xperience  in  Slavery."  Nfr.  Doug- 
lass went  to  England  in  1845  and  lectured 
on  slavery  to  large  and  enthusiastic  audi- 
ences in  all  the  large  towns  of  the  country, 
and  his  friends  made  up  a  purse  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  purchased  his 
freedom  in  due  form  of  law. 


44 


COMPENDIUM   OF   BIOGRAPHT. 


Mr.  Douglass  applied  himself  to  the  de- 
livery of  lyceum  lectures  after  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  in  1870  he  became  the  editor 
of  the  "  New  National  Era  "  in  Washington. 
In  1 87 1  he  was  appointed  assistant  secretary 
of  the  commission  to  San  Domingo  and  on 
his  return  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  ter- 
ritorial council  for  the  District  of  Colorado 
by  President  Grant.  He  was  elected  presi- 
dential elector-at-large  for  the  state  of  New 
York  and  was  appointed  to  carry  the  elect- 
oral vote  to  Washington.  He  was  also 
United  States  marshal  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  1876,  and  latei  was  recorder 
of  deeds  for  the  same,  from  which  position 
he  was  removed  by  President  Cleveland  in 
1886.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  visited 
England  to  inform  the  friends  that  he  had 
made  while  there,  of  the  progress  of  the 
colored  race  in  America,  and  on  his  return 
he  was  appointed  minister  to  Hayti,  by 
President  Harrison  in  1889.  His  career  as 
a  benefactor  of  his  race  was  closed  by  his 
death  in  February,   1895,  near  Washington. 


WILLIAM  CULLEN  BRYANT.— The 
ear  for  rhythm  and  the  talent  for 
graceful  expression  are  the  gifts  of  nature, 
and  they  were  plentifully  endowed  on  the 
above  named  poet.  The  principal  charac- 
teristic of  his  poetry  is  the  thoughtfulness 
and  intellectual  process  by  which  his  ideas 
ripened  in  his  mind,  as  all  his  poems  are 
bright,  clear  and  sweet.  Mr.  Bryant  was 
born  November  3,  1794,  at  Cummington, 
Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
educated  at  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated,  having  entered  it  in  18 10. 
He  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  in  18 15 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  after  practicing 
successfully  for  ten  years  at  Plainfield  and 
Great  Barrington,  he  removed  to  New  York 
in    1825.      The    following  year  he  became 


the  editor  of  the  "Evening  Post,"  which 
he  edited  until  his  death,  and  under  his  di- 
rection this  paper  maintained,  through  a 
long  series  of  years,  a  high  standing  by  the 
boldness  of  its  protests  against  slavery  be- 
fore the  war,  by  its  vigorous  support  of  the 
government  during  the  war,  and  by  the 
fidelity  and  ability  of  its  advocacy  of  the 
Democratic  freedom  in  trade.  Mr.  Bry- 
ant visited  Europe  in  1834,  1S45,  1849  and 
1S57,  and  presented  to  the  literary  v.'orld 
the  fruit  of  his  travels  in  the  series  of  "Let- 
ters of  a  Traveler,"  and  "Letters  from 
Spain  and  Other  Countries."  In  the  world 
of  literature  he  is  known  chiefly  as  a  poet, 
and  here  Mr.  Bryant's  name  is  illustrious, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  contributed 
verses  to  the  "Country  Ga2ette  "  before  he 
was  ten  years  of  age,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  wrote  "  Thanatopsis, "  the  most  im- 
pressive and  widely  known  of  his  poems. 
The  later  outgrowth  of  his  genius  was  his 
translation  of  Homer's  "Iliad"  in  1870 
and  the  "Odyssey"  in  1871.  He  also 
made  several  speeches  and  addresses  which 
have  been  collected  in  a  comprehensive  vol- 
ume called  "  Orations  and  Addresses."  He 
was  honored  in  many  ways  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  who  delighted  to  pay  tributes  of 
respect  to  his  literary  eminence,  the  breadth 
of  his  public  spirit,  the  faithfulness  of  his 
service,  and  the  worth  of  his  private  char- 
acter. Mr.  Bryant  died  in  New  York  City 
June  12,  1878. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  SEWARD,  the 
secretary  of  state  during  one  of  the 
most  critical  times  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  and  the  right  hand  man  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  ranks  among  the  greatest 
statesmen  America  has  produced.  Mr. 
Seward  was  born  May  16,  1 801,  at  Florida, 
Orange  county,    New  York,    and  with  such 
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facilities  as  the  place  afforded  he  fitted  him- 
self for  a  college  course.  He  attended 
Union  College  at  Schenectady,  New  York, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  took  his  degree  in 
the  regular  course,  with  signs  of  promise  in 
1820,  after  which  he  diligently  addressed 
himself  to  the  study  of  law  under  competent 
instructors,  and  started  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  1823. 

Mr.  Seward  entered  the  political  arena 
and  in  1828  we  find  him  presiding  over  a 
convention  in  New  York,  its  purpose  being 
the  nomination  of  John  Quincy  Adams  for  a 
second  term.  He  was  married  in  1824  and 
in  1830  was  elected  to  the  state  senate. 
From  1838  lo  1842  he  was  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  Mr.  Seward's  next  im- 
portant position  was  that  of  United  States 
senator  from  New  York. 

W.  H.  Seward  was  chosen  by  President 
Lincoln  to  fill  the  important  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  by  his  firmness  and 
diplomacy  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  he  aided 
in  piloting  the  Union  through  that  period  of 
strife,  and  won  an  everlasting  fame.  This 
great  statesman  died  at  Auburn,  New  York, 
October  10,  1872,  in  the  seventy-second 
year  of  his  eventful  life. 


JOSEPH  JEFFERSON,  a  name  as  dear 
as  it  is  familiar  to  the  theater-going 
world  in  America,  suggests  first  of  all  a  fun- 
loving,  drink-loving,  mellow  voiced,  good- 
natured  Dutchman,  and  the  name  of  "Rip 
Van  Winkle  "  suggests  the  pleasant  features 
of  Joe  Jefferson,  so  intimately  are  play  and 
player  associated  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  shed  tears  of 
laughter  and  sympathy  as  a  tribute  to  the 
greatness  of  his  art.  Joseph  Jefferson  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  February  20,  1829. 
His  genius  was  an   inheritance,    if   there  be 

such,     as    his    great-grandfather,     Thomas 
3 


Jefferson,  was  a  manager  and  actor  in  Eng- 
land. His  grandfather,  Joseph  Jefferson, 
was  the  most  popular  comedian  of  the  New 
York  stage  in  his  time,  and  his  father,  Jos- 
eph Jefferson,  the  second,  was  a  good  actor 
also,  but  the  third  Joseph  Jefferson  out- 
shone them  all. 

At  the  age  of  three  years  Joseph  Jeffer- 
son came  on  the  stage  as  the  child  in  "Pi- 
zarro,"  and  his  training  was  upon  the  stage 
from  childhood.  Later  on  he  lived  and 
acted  in  Chicago,  Mobile,  and  Texas.  After 
repeated  misfortunes  he  returned  to  New 
Orleans  from  Texas,  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Charles  Burke,  gave  him  money  to  reach 
Philadelphia,  where  he  joined  the  Burton 
theater  company.  Here  his  genius  soon  as- 
serted itself,  and  his  future  became  promis- 
ing and  brilliant.  His  engagements  through- 
out the  United  States  and  Australia  were 
generally  successful,  and  when  he  went  to 
England  in  1865  Mr.  Boucicault  consented 
to  make  some  important  changes  in  his 
dramatization  of  Irving's  story  of  Rip  Van 
Winkle,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  at  once  placed 
it  in  the  front  rank  as  a  comedy.  He  made 
a  fortune  out  of  it,  and  played  nothing  else 
for  many  years.  In  later  years,  however, 
Mr.  Jefferson  acquitted  himself  of  the  charge 
of  being  a  one-part  actor,  and  the  parts  of 
"  I3ob  Acres,"  "Caleb  Plummer"  and 
"Golightly  "  all  testify  to  the  versatility  of 
his  genius. 

GEORGE  BRINTON  McCLELLAN, 
a  noted  American  general,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  December  3,  1826.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1846  from  West  Point,  and 
was  breveted  second  lieutenant  of  engineers. 
He  was  with  Scott  in  the  Mexican  war, 
taking  part  in  all  the  engagements  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  the  final  capture  of  the  Mexi- 
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can  capital,  and  was  breveted  first  lieuten- 
ant and  captain  for  gallantry  displayed  on 
various  occasions.  In  1857  he  resigned  his 
commission  and  accepted  the  position  of 
chief  engineer  in  the  construction  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad,  and  became  presi- 
dent of  the  St.  Louis  &  Cincinnati  Railroad 
Company.  He  was  commissioned  major- 
general  by  the  state  of  Ohio  in  1861, 
placed  in  command  of  the  department  of 
the  Ohio,  and  organized  the  first  volunteers 
called  for  from  that  state.  In  May  he  was 
appointed  major-general  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  ordered  to  disperse  the 
confederates  overrunning  West  Virginia. 
He  accomplished  this  task  promptly,  and 
received  the  thanks  of  congress.  After  the 
first  disaster  at  Bull  Run  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  department  of  Wash- 
ington, and  a  few  weeks  later  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Upon  retirement 
of  General  Scott  the  command  of  the  en- 
tire United  States  army  devolved  upon  Mc- 
Clellan,  but  he  was  relieved  of  it  within  a 
few  months.  In  March,  1862,  after  elabor- 
ate preparation,  he  moved  upon  Manassas, 
only  to  find  it  deserted  by  the  Confederate 
army,  which  had  been  withdrawn  to  im- 
pregnable defenses  prepared  nearer  Rich- 
mond. He  then  embarked  his  armies  for 
Fortress  Monroe  and  after  a  long  delay  at 
Yorktown,  began  the  disastrous  Peninsular 
campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  being  cooped  up  on  the  James 
River  below  Richmond.  His  forces  were 
then  called  to  the  support  of  General  Pope, 
near  Washington,  and  he  was  left  without  an 
army.  After  Pope's  defeat  McClellan  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  troops  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  capital,  and  after  a  thorough  or- 
ganization he  followed  Lee  into  Maryland 
and  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  South  Moun- 
tain   ensued.      The    delay    which    followed 


caused  general  dissatisfaction,  and  he  was  re- 
lieved of  his  command, and  retired  from  active 
service. 

In  1864  McClellan  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency  by  the  Democrats,  and  over- 
whelmingly defeated  by  Lincoln,  three 
states  only  casting  their  electoral  votes  for 
McClellan.  On  election  day  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  a  few  months  later  went 
to  Europe  where  he  spent  several  years. 
He  wrote  a  number  of  military  text- books 
and  reports.  His  death  occurred  October 
29,  1885. 

SAMUEL  J.  TILDEN.— Among  the  great 
statesmen  whose  names  adorn  the  pages 
of  American  history  may  be  found  that  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Known  as  a 
lawyer  of  highest  ability,  his  greatest  claim 
to  immortality  will  ever  lie  in  his  successful 
battle  against  the  corrupt  rings  of  his  native 
state  and  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of 
official  life. 

Samuel  J.  Tilden  was  born  in  New  Leb- 
anon, New  York,  February  9,  18 14.  He 
pursued  his  academic  studies  at  Yale  Col- 
lege and  the  University  of  New  York,  tak- 
ing the  course  of  law  at  the  latter.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841.  His  rare 
ability  as  a  thinker  and  writer  upon  public 
topics  attracted  the  attention  of  President 
Van  Buren,  of  whose  policy  and  adminis- 
tration he  became  an  active  and  efficient 
champion.  He  made  for  himself  a  high 
place  in  his  profession  and  amassed  quite  a 
fortune  as  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
judgment.  During  the  days  of  his  greatest 
professional  labor  he  was  ever  one  of  the 
leaders  and  trusted  counsellors  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
conventions  to  revise  the  state  constitution, 
both  in  1846  and  1867,  and  served  two 
terms  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  state  leg- 
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islature.  He  was  one  of  the  controlling 
spirits  in  the  overthrow  of  the  notorious 
"  Tweed  rinf;  "  and  the  reformation  of  the 
government  of  the  city  of  New  York.  In 
1874  he  was  elected  governor  of  the  state 
of  New  York.  While  in  this  position  he 
assailed  corruption  in  high  places,  success- 
fully battling  with  the  iniquitous  "canal 
ring  "  and  crushed  its  sway  over  all  depart- 
ments of  the  government.  Recognizing  his 
character  and  executive  ability  Mr.  Tilden 
was  nominated  for  president  by  the  na- 
tional Democratic  convention  in  1876.  At 
the  election  he  received  a  much  larger  popu- 
lar vote  than  his  opponent,  and  184  uncon- 
tested electoral  votes.  There  being  some 
electoral  votes  contested,  a  commission  ap- 
pointed by  congress  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Republican  electors  and  Mr.  Hayes,  the  can- 
didate of  that  party  was  declared  elected. 
In  1880,  the  Democratic  party,  feeling  that 
Mr.  Tilden  had  been  lawfully  elected  to  the 
presidency  tendered  the  nomination  for  the 
same  office  to  Mr.  Tilden,  but  he  declined, 
retiring  from  all  public  functions,  owing  to 
failing  health.  He  died  August  4,  1886. 
By  will  he  bequeathed  several  millions  of 
dollars  toward  the  founding  of  public  libra- 
ries in  New  York  City,  Yonkers,  etc. 


NOAH  WEBSTER.— As  a  scholar,  law- 
yer, author  and  journalist,  there  is  no 
one  who  stands  on  a  higher  plane,  or  whose 
reputation  is  better  established  than  the 
honored  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  a  native  of  W^est  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  and  was  born  October  17, 
1758.  He  came  of  an  old  New  England 
family,  his  mother  being  a  descendant  of 
Governor  William  Bradford,  of  the  Ply- 
mouth colony.  After  acquiring  a  solid  edu- 
cation in  early  life  Dr.  Webster  entered 
Yale  College,  from  which   he  graduated  in 


1778.  For  a  while  he  taught  school  in 
Hartford,  at  the  same  time  studying  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1781.  He 
taught  a  classical  school  at  Goshen,  Orange 
county.  New  York,  in  1782-83,  and  while 
there  prepared  his  spelling'  book,  grammar 
and  reader,  which  was  issued  under  the  title 
of  "A  Grammatical  Institute  of  the  English 
Language,"  in  three  parts, — so  successful  a 
work  that  up  to  1876  something  like  forty 
million  of  the  spelling  books  had  been 
sold.  In  1786  he  delivered  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  the  English  language  in  the  seaboard 
cities  and  the  following  year  taught  an 
academy  at  Philadelphia.  From  December 
17,  1787,  until  November,  1788,  he  edited 
the  "American  Magazine,"  a  periodical  that 
proved  unsuccessful.  In  1789-93  he  prac- 
ticed law  in  Hartford  having  in  the  former 
year  married  the  daughter  of  William  Green- 
leaf,  of  Boston.  He  returned  to  New  York 
and  November,  1793,  founded  a  daily  paper, 
the  "Minerva,"  to  which  was  soon  added  a 
semi-weekly  edition  under  the  name  of  the 
"  Herald."  The  former  is  still  in  existence 
under  the  name  of  the  "Commercial  Adver- 
tiser." In  this  paper,  over  the  signature  of 
"Curtius,"  he  published  a  lengthy  and  schol- 
arly defense  of   "  John  Jay's  treaty." 

In  1798,  Dr.  Webster  moved  to  New 
Haven  and  in  1807  commenced  the  prepar- 
ation of  his  great  work,  the  "American  Dic- 
tionary of  the  English  Language."  which 
was  not  completed  and  published  until  1828. 
He  made  his  home  in  Amherst,  Massachu- 
setts, for  the  ten  years  succeeding  181 2,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of 
Amherst  College,  of  which  institution  he  was 
the  first  president  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
During  1824-5  he  resided  in  Europe,  pursu- 
ing his  philological  studies  in  Paris.  He 
completed  his  dictionary  from  the  libraries 
of  Cambridge  University  in   1825,  and  de- 
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voted  his  leisure  for  the  remainder  of  his 
Hfe  to  the  revision  of  that  and  his  school 
books. 

Dr.  Webster  was  a  member  of  the  legis- 
latures of  both  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts, was  judge  of  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
former  state  and  was  identified  with  nearly 
all  the  literary  and  scientific  societies  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Amherst  College.  He  died 
in  New  Haven,  May  28,  1843. 

Among  the  more  prominent  works  ema- 
nating from  the  fecund  pen  of  Dr.  Noah 
Webster  besides  those  mentioned  above  are 
the  following:  "Sketches  of  American 
Policy,"  "Winthrop's  Journal,"  "  A  Brief 
History  of  Epidemics,"  "Rights  of  Neutral 
Nations  in  time  of  War,"  "A  Philosophical 
and  Practical  Grammar  of  the  English  Lan- 
guage," "Dissertations  on  the  English 
Language,"  "A  Collection  of  Essays," 
"The  Revolution  in  France,"  "Political 
Progress  of  Britain,"  "Origin,  History,  and 
Connection  of  the  Languages  of  Western 
Asia  and  of  Europe,"  and  many  others. 


WILLIAM  LLOYD  GARRISON,  the 
great  anti-slavery  pioneer  and  leader, 
was  born  in  Nevvburyport,  Massachusetts, 
December  12,  1804.  He  was  apprenticed 
to  the  printing  business,  and  in  1828  was  in- 
duced to  take  charge  of  the  "Journal  of  the 
Times"  at  Bennington,  Vermont.  While 
supporting  John  Quincy  Adams  for  the  presi- 
dency he  took  occasion  in  that  paper  to  give 
expression  of  his  views  on  slavery.  These 
articles  attracted  notice,  and  a  Quaker 
named  Lundy,  editor  of  the  "Genius  of 
Emancipation,"  published  in  Baltimore,  in- 
duced him  to  enter  a  partnership  with  him 
for  the  conduct  of  his  paper.  It  soon 
transpired  that  the  views  of  the  partners 
were  not  in  harmony,  Lundy  favoring  grad- 
ual emancipation,    while    Garrison   favored 


immediate  freedom.  In  1850  Mr.  Garrison 
was  thrown  into  prison  for  libel,  not  being 
able  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  and  costs. 
In  his  cell  he  wrote  a  number  of  poems 
which  stirred  the  entire  north,  and  a  mer- 
chant, Mr.  Tappan,  of  New  York,  paid  his 
fine  and  liberated  him,  after  seven  weeks  of 
confinement.  He  at  once  began  a  lecture 
tour  of  the  northern  cities,  denouncing 
slavery  as  a  sin  before  God,  and  demanding 
its  immediate  abolition  in  the  name  of  re- 
ligion and  humanity.  He  opposed  the  col- 
onization scheme  of  President  Monroe  and 
other  leaders,  and  declared  the  right  of 
every  slave  to  immediate  freedom. 

In  1 83 1  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Isaac  Knapp,  and  began  the  publication  of 
the  "Liberator"  at  Boston.  The  "imme- 
diate abolition  "  idea  began  to  gather  power 
in  the  north,  while  the  south  became 
alarmed  at  the  bold  utterance  of  this  jour- 
nal. The  mayor  of  Boston  was  besought 
by  southern  influence  to  interfere,  and  upon 
investigation,  reported  upon  the  insignifi- 
cance, obscurity,  and  poverty  of  the  editor 
and  his  staff,  which  report  was  widely 
published  throughout  the  country.  Re- 
wards were  offered  by  the  southern  states 
for  his  arrest  and  conviction.  Later  Garri- 
son brought  from  England,  where  an  eman- 
cipation measure  had  just  been  passed, 
some  of  the  great  advocates  to  work  for  the 
cause  in  this  country.  In  1835  a  mob 
broke  into  his  office,  broke  up  a  meeting  of 
women,  dragged  Garrison  through  the  street 
with  a  rope  around  his  body,  and  his  life 
was  saved  only  by  the  interference  of  the 
police,  who  lodged  him  in  jail.  Garrison 
declined  to  sit  in  the  World's  Anti-Slavery 
convention  at  London  in  1840,  because 
that  body  had  refused  women  representa- 
tion. He  opposed  the  formation  of  a  po- 
litical party  with  emancipation  as  its  basis. 
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He  favored  a  dissolution  of  the  union,  and 
declared  the  constitution  which  bound  the 
free  states  to  the  slave  states  "  A  covenant 
with  death  and  an  agreement  with  hell." 
In  1843  he  became  president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Anti-Slavery  society,  which  position  he 
held  until  1865,  when  slavery  was  no  more. 
During  all  this  time  the  "  Liberator  "  had 
continued  to  promulgate  anti-slavery  doc- 
trines, but  in  1865  Garrison  resigned  his 
position,  and  declared  his  work  was  com- 
pleted.     He  died  May  24,   1879. 


JOHN  BROWN  ("Brown  of  Ossawato- 
mie"),  a  noted  character  in  American 
histor}',  wasbornatTorrington,  Connecticut, 
May  9,  1800.  In  his  childhood  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  tanner's 
trade.  He  married  there,  and  in  1855  set- 
tled in  Kansas.  He  lived  at  the  village  of 
Ossawatomie  in  that  state,  and  there  began 
his  fight  against  slavery.  He  advocated  im- 
mediate emancipation,  and  held  that  the 
negroes  of  the  slave  states  merely  waited 
for  a  leader  in  an  insurrection  that  would  re- 
sult in  their  freedom.  He  attended  the 
convention  called  at  Chatham,  Canada,  in 
1859,  and  was  the  leading  spirit  in  organiz- 
ing a  raid  upon  the  United  States  arsenal  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia.  His  plans  were 
well  laid,  and  carried  out  in  great  secrecy. 
He  rented  a  farm  house  near  Harper's  Ferry 
in  the  summer  of  1859,  and  on  October 
1 6th  of  that  year,  with  about  twenty  follow- 
ers, he  surprised  and  captured  the  United 
States  arsenal,  with  all  its  supplies  and 
arms.  To  his  surprise,  the  negroes  did  not 
come  to  his  support,  and  the  next  day  he 
was  attacked  by  the  Virginia  state  militia, 
wounded  and  captured.  He  was  tried  in 
the  courts  of  the  state,  convicted,  and  was 
hanged  at  Charlestown,  December  2,  1859. 
The  raid  and  its   results   had  a  tremendous 


effect,  and  hastened  the  culmination  of  the 
troubles  between  the  north  and  south.  The 
south  had  the  advantage  in  discussing  this 
event,  claiming  that  the  sentiment  which 
inspired  this  act  of  violence  was  shared  by 
the  anti-slavery  element  of  the  country. 


EUWIN  BOOTH  had  no  peer  upon  the 
American  stage  during  his  long  career 
as  a  star  actor.  He  was  the  son  of  a  famous 
actor,  Junius  Brutus  Booth,  and  was  born 
in  1833  at  his  father's  home  at  Belair,  neaf 
Baltimore.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  made  his 
first  appearance  on  the  stage,  at  the  Boston 
Museum,  in  a  minor  part  in  "Richard  III." 
It  was  v,'hile  playing  in  California  in  1851 
that  an  eminent  critic  called  general  atten- 
tion to  the  young  actor's  unusual  talent. 
However,  it  was  not  until  1863,  at  the  great 
Shakspearian  revival  at  the  Winter  Garden 
Theatre,  New  York,  that  the  brilliancy  oi 
his  career  began.  His  Hamlet  held  the 
boards  for  100  nights  in  succession,  and 
from  that  time  forth  Booth's  reputation  was 
established.  In  1868  he  opened  his  own 
theatre  (Booth's  Theater)  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Booth  never  succeeded  as  a  manager, 
however,  but  as  an  actor  he  was  undoubted- 
ly the  most  popular  man  on  the  American 
stage,  and  perhaps  the  most  eminent  one  in 
the  world.  In  England  he  also  won  the 
greatest  applause. 

Mr.  Booth's  work  was  confined  mostly 
to  Shakspearean  roles,  and  his  art  was 
characterized  by  intellectual  acuteness, 
fervor,  and  poetic  feeling.  His  Hamlet, 
Richard  II,  Richard  III,  and  Richelieu  gave 
play  to  his  greatest  powers.  In  1865, 
when  his  brother,  John  Wilkes  Booth, 
enacted  his  great  crime,  Edwin  Booth  re- 
solved to  retire  from  the  stage,  but  was  pur- 
suaded  to  reconsider  that  decision.  The 
odium  did    not  in    any  way  attach  to    the 
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,great  actor,  and  his  popularity  was  not 
affected.  In  all  his  work  Mr.  Booth  clung 
•closely  to  the  legitimate  and  the  traditional 
in  drama,  making  no  experiments,  and  offer- 
ing little  encouragement  to  new  dramatic 
authors.  His  death  occurred  in  New  York, 
June  7,  1894. 


JOSEPH  HOOKER,  a  noted  American 
officer,  was  born  at  Hadley,  Massachu- 
setts, November  13,  1814.  He  graduated 
from  West  Point  Military  Academy  in  1837, 
and  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  artillery. 
He  served  in  Florida  in  the  Seminole  war, 
and  in  garrison  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Mexican  war.  During  the  latter  he  saw 
service  as  a  staff  officer  and  was  breveted 
captain,  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  for 
gallantry  at  Monterey,  National  Bridge  and 
Chapultepec.  Resigning  his  commission  in 
1833  he  took  up  farming  in  California,  which 
he  followed  until  1861.  During  this  time 
he  acted  as  superintendent  of  military  roads 
in  Oregon.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion Hooker  tendered  his  services  to  the 
government,  and.  May  17,  1861,  was  ap- 
pointed brigadier-general  of  volunteers.  He 
served  in  the  defence  of  Washington  and  on 
the  lower  Potomac  until  his  appointment  to 
the  command  of  a  division  in  the  Third 
Corps,  in  March,  1862.  For  gallant  con- 
duct at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  in  the 
battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Fra- 
zier's  Farm  and  Malvern  Hill  he  was  made 
major-general.  At  the  head  of  his  division 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Manassas 
and  Chantilly.  September  6,  1862,  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  First  Corps,  and 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam  acted  with  his  usual  gallantry,  being 
wounded  in  the  latter  engagement.  On  re- 
joining the  army  in  November  he  was  made 
brigadier-general  in  the  regular  army.     On 


General  Burnside  attaining  the  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  General  Hooker 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  center  grand 
division,  consisting  of  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Corps.  At  the  head  of  these  gallant  men 
he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, December  13,  1862.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  General  Hooker  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in 
May  following  fought  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  At  the  time  of  the  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania,  owing  to  a  dispute  with  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  Hooker  requested  to  be  re- 
lieved of  his  command,  and  June  28  was 
succeeded  by  George  G.  Meade.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  General  Hooker  was  given 
command  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
distinguished  himself  at  the  battles  of  Look- 
out Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  Ring- 
gold. In  the  Atlanta  campaign  he  saw 
almost  daily  service  and  merited  his  well- 
known  nickname  of  "Fighting  Joe."  July 
30,  1864,  at  his  own  request,  he  was  re- 
lieved of  his  command.  He  subsequently 
was  in  command  of  several  military  depart- 
ments in  the  north,  and  in  October,  1868, 
was  retired  with  the  full  rank  of  major-gen- 
eral.     He  died  October  31,  1879. 


JAY  GOULD,  one  of  the  greatest  finan- 
ciers that  the  world  has  ever  produced, 
was  born  May  27,  1836,  at  Roxbury,  Dela- 
ware county,  New  York.  He  spent  his  early 
years  on  his  father's  farm  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  entered  Hobart  Academy,  New 
York,  and  kept  books  for  the  village  black- 
smith. He  acquired  a  taste  for  mathematics 
and  surveying  and  on  leaving  school  found 
employment  in  making  the  surveyor's  map 
of  Ulster  county.  He  surveyed  very  exten- 
sively in  the  state  and  accumulated  five  thou- 
sand dollars  as  the  fruits  of  his  labor.     He 
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was  then  stricken  with  typhoid  fever  but  re- 
covered and  made  the  acquaintance  of  one 
Zadock  Pratt,  who  sent  him  ihto  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  state  to  locate  a  site  for  a 
tannery.  He  chose  a  fine  hemlock  grove, 
built  a  sawmill  and  blacksmith  shop  and 
was  soon  doing  a  large  lumber  business  with 
Mr.  Pratt.  Mr.  Gould  soon  secured  control 
of  the  entire  plant,  which  he  sold  out  just 
before  the  panic  of  1857  and  in  this  year  he 
became  the  largest  stockholderinthe  Strouds- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  bank.  Shortly  after  the 
crisis  he  bought  the  bonds  of  the  Rutland 
&  Washington  Railroad  at  ten  cents  on  the 
dollar,  and  put  all  his  money  into  railroad 
securities.  For  a  long  time  he  conducted 
this  road  which  he  consolidated  with  the 
Rensselaer  &  Saratoga  Railroad.  In  1859 
he  removed  to  New  York  and  became  a 
heavy  investor  in  Erie  Railroad  stocks,  en- 
tered that  company  and  was  president  until 
its  reorganization  in  1872.  In  December, 
18S0,  Mr.  Gould  was  in  control  of  ten  thou- 
sand miles  of  railroad.  In  18S7  he  pur- 
chased the  controlling  interest  in  the  St. 
Louis  &  San  Francisco  Railroad  Co.,  and 
was  a  joint  owner  with  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Co.  of  the  western 
portion  of  the  Southern  Pacific  line.  Other 
lines  soon  came  under  his  control,  aggregat- 
ing thousand  of  miles,  and  he  soon  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  world's  greatest  rail- 
road magnates.  He  continued  to  hold  his 
place  as  one  of  the  master  financiers  of  the 
century  until  the  time  of  his  death  which 
occurred  December  2,  1892. 


THOMAS  HART  BENTON,  a  very 
prominent  United  States  senator  and 
statesman,  was  born  at  Hillsborough,  North 
Carolina,  March  14,  1782.  He  removed  to 
Tennessee  in  early  life,  studied  law,  and  be- 
gan   to    practice   at   Nashville  about  18 10. 


During  the  war  of  1812-1815  he  served  as 
colonel  of  a  Tennessee  regiment  under  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson.  In  181  5  he  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  in  1820  was 
chosen  United  States  senator  for  that  state. 
Having  been  re-elected  in  1S26,  he  sup- 
ported President  Jackson  in  his  opposition 
to  the  United  States  bank  and  advocated  a 
gold  and  silver  currency,  thus  gaining  the 
name  of  "  Old  Bullion,"  by  which  he  was 
familiarly  known.  For  many  years  he  was 
the  most  prominent  man  in  Missouri,  and 
took  rank  among  the  greatest  statesmen  of 
his  day.  He  was  a  member  of  the  senate 
for  thirty  years  and  opposed  the  extreme 
states'  rights  policy  of  John  C.  Calhoun. 
In  1852  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives in  which  he  opposed  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise.  He  was  op- 
posed by  a  powerful  party  of  States'  Rights 
Democrats  in  Missouri,  who  defeated  him  as  a 
candidate  for  governor  of  that  state  in  1856. 
Colonel  Benton  published  a  considerable 
work  in  two  volumes  in  1854-56,  entitled 
"  Thirty  Years' View,  or  a  History  of  the 
Working  of  the  American  Government  for 
Thirty  Years,  1820-50."  He  died  April  10, 
1858. 

STEPHEN  ARNOLD  DOUGLAS.— One 
of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  politic- 
al circles  during  the  intensely  e.xciting  days 
that  preceded  the  war,  and  a  leader  of  the 
Union  branch  of  the  Democratic  party  was 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch. 

He  was  born  at  Brandon,  Rutland  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  April  23,  1813,  of  poor  but 
respectable  parentage.  His  father,  a  prac- 
ticing physician,  died  while  our  subject  was 
but  an  infant,  and  his  mother,  with  two 
small  children  and  but  small  means,  could 
give  him  but  the  rudiments  of  an  education. 
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At  the  age  of  fifteen  young  Douglas  engaged 
at  work  in  the  cabinet  making  business  to 
raise  funds  to  carry  him  through  college. 
After  a  few  years  of  labor  he  was  enabled  to 
pursue  an  academical  course,  first  at  Bran- 
don, and  later  at  Canandaigua,  New  York. 
In  the  latter  place  he  remained  until  1833, 
taking  up  the  study  of  law.  Before  he  was 
twenty,  however,  his  funds  running  low,  he 
abandoned  all  further  attempts  at  educa- 
tion, determining  to  enter  at  once  the  battle 
of  life.  After  some  wanderings  through  the 
western  states  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Jacksonville,  Illinois,  where,  after  teaching 
school  for  three  months,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  opened  an  office  in  1834. 
Within  a  year  from  that  time,  so  rapidly  had 
he  risen  in  his  profession,  he  was  chosen 
attorney  general  of  the  state,  and  warmly 
espoused  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  soon  became  one  of  the  most 
popular  orators  in  Illinois.  It  was  at  this 
time  he  gained  the  name  of  the  "Little 
Giant."  In  1835  he  resigned  the  position 
of  attorney  general  having  been  elected  to 
the  legislature.  In  1841  he  was  chosen 
judge  of  the  supreme  'Court  of  Illinois  which 
he  resigned  two  years  later  to  take  a  seat  in 
congress.  It  was  during  this  period  of  his 
life,  while  a  member  of  the  lower  house, 
that  he  established  his  reputation  and  took 
the  side  of  those  who  contended  that  con- 
gress had  no  constitutional  right  to  restrict 
the  extension  of  slavery  further  than  the 
agreement  between  the  states  made  in  1820. 
This,  in  spite  of  his  being  opposed  to  slav- 
ery, and  only  on  grounds  which  he  believed 
to  be  right,  favored  what  was  called  the 
Missouri  compromise.  In  1847  Mr.  Doug- 
las was  chosen  United  States  senator  for 
six  years,  and  greatly  distinguished  himself. 
In  1852  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office. 
During  this  latter   term,   under  his   leader- 


ship, the  "  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  "  was  car- 
ried in  the  senate.  In  1858,  nothwith- 
standing  the  fierce  contest  made  by  his  able 
competitor  for  the  position,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  with  the  administration  01  Bu- 
chanan arrayed  against  him,  Mr.  Douglas 
was  re-elected  senator.  After  the  trouble 
in  the  Charleston  convention,  when  by  the 
withdrawal  of  several  state  delegates  with- 
out a  nomination,  the  Union  Democrats, 
in  convention  at  Baltimore,  in  i860,  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Douglas  as  their  candidate  for 
presidency.  The  results  of  this  election  are 
well  known  and  the  great  events  of  1861 
coming  on,  Mr.  Douglas  v/as  spared  their 
full  development,  dying  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
June  3,  1 861,  after  a  short  illness.  His 
last  words  to  his  children  were,  "  to  obey 
the  laws  and  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States." 


JAMES  MONROE,  fifth  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Virginia,  April  28,  1758.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  William  and 
Mary  College,  but  two  years  later  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  having  been 
adopted,  he  left  college  and  hastened  to  New 
York  where  he  joined  Washington's  army  as 
a  military  cadet. 

At  the  battle  of  Trenton  Monroe  per- 
formed gallant  service  and  received  a  wound 
in  the  shoulder,  and  was  promoted  to  a 
captaincy.  He  acted  as  aide  to  Lord  Ster- 
ling at  the  battles  of  Brandywine,  German- 
town  and  Monmouth.  Washington  then 
sent  him  to  Virginia  to  raise  a  new  regiment 
of  which  he  was  to  be  colonel.  The  ex- 
hausted condition  of  Virginia  made  this  im- 
possible, but  he  received  his  commission. 
He  next  entered  the  law  office  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  study  law,  as  there  was  no  open- 
ing   for   him   as  an  officer  in  the  army.     In 
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1782  he  was  elected  to  the  Virginia  assem- 
bly, and  the  next  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
Continental  congress.  Rcali2ing  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  old  articles  of  confederation, 
he  advocated  the  calling  of  a  convention  to 
consider  their  revision,  and  introduced  in 
congress  a  resolution  empowering  congress 
to  regulate  trade,  lay  import  duties,  etc. 
This  resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
of  which  he  was  chairman,  and  the  report 
led  to  the  Annapolis  convention,  which 
called  a  general  convention  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia in  1787,  when  the  constitution  was 
drafted.  Mr.  Monroe  began  the  practice  of 
law  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and  was 
soon  after  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  ap- 
pointed as  one  of  the  committee  to  pass 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  He 
opposed  it,  as  giving  too  much  power  to  the 
central  government.  He  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  senate  in  1789,  where  he 
allied  himself  with  the  Anti-Federalists  or 
"Republicans,"  as  they  were  sometimes 
called.  Although  his  views  as  to  neutrality 
between  France  and  England  were  directly 
opposed  to  those  of  the  president,  yet  Wash- 
ington appointed  him  minister  to  France. 
His  popularity  in  France  was  so  great  that 
the  antagonism  of  England  and  her  friends 
in  this  country  brought  about  his  recall.  He 
then  became  governor  of  Virginia.  He  was 
sent  as  envoy  to  France  in  1802;  minister 
to  England  in  1803;  and  envoy  to  Spain  in 
1805.  The  next  year  he  returned  to  his 
estate  in  Virginia,  and  with  an  ample  in- 
heritance enjoyed  a  few  years  of  ^repose.  He 
was  again  called  to  be  governor  of  Virginia, 
and  was  then  appointed  secretary  of  state 
by  President  Madison.  The  war  with  Eng- 
land soon  resulted,  and  when  the  capital 
was  burned  by  the  British,  Mr.  Monroe  be- 
came secretary  of  war  also,  and  planned  the 
measures   for  the  defense  of  New  Orleans. 


The  treasury  being  exhausted  and  credit 
gone,  he  pledged  his  own  estate,  and  thereby 
made  possible  the  victory  of  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans. 

In  1817  Mr.  Monroe  became  president 
of  the  United  States,  having  been  a  candi- 
date of  the  "Republican"  party,  which  at 
that  time  had  begun  to  be  called  the  ' '  Demo- 
cratic" party.  In  1820  he  was  re-elected, 
having  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  electoral 
votes  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two. 
His  administration  is  known  as  the  "Era of 
good-feeling, "  and  party  lines  were  almost 
wiped  out.  The  slavery  question  began  to 
assume  importance  at  this  time,  and  the 
Missouri  Compromise  was  passed.  The 
famous  "Monroe  Doctrine"  originated  in  a 
great  state  paper  of  President  Monroe  upon 
the  rumored  .interference  of  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance to  prevent  the  formation  of  free  repub- 
lics in  South  America.  President  Monroe 
acknowledged  their  independence,  and  pro- 
mulgated his  great  "Doctrine,"  which  has 
been  held  in  reverence  since.  Mr.  Monroe's 
death  occurred  in  New  York  on  July  4,  1831. 


THOMAS  ALVA  EDISON,  the  master 
wizard  of  electrical  science  and  whose 
name  is  synonymous  with  the  subjugation 
of  electricity  to  the  service  of  man,  was 
born  in  1847  at  Milan,  Ohio,  and  it  was  at 
Port  Huron,  Michigan,  whither  his  parents 
had  moved  in  1854,  that  his  self-education 
began — for  he  never  attended  school  for 
more  than  two  months.  He  eagerly  de- 
voured every  book  he  could  lay  his  hands  on 
and  is  said  to  have  read  through  an  encyclo- 
pedia without  missing  a  word.  At  thirteen  he 
began  his  working  life  as  a  trainboy  upon  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  between  Port  Huron 
and  Detroit.  Much  of  his  time  was  now 
spent  in  Detroit,  where  he  found  increased 
facilities  for  reading  at  the    public  libraries. 
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He  was  not  content  to  be  a  newsboy,  so  he 
got  together  three  hundred  pounds  of  type 
and  started  the  issue  of  the  "  Grand  Trunk 
Herald."  It  was  only  a  small  amateur 
weekly,  printed  on  one  side,  the  impression 
being  made  from  the  type  by  hand.  Chemi- 
cal research  was  his  next  undertaking  and 
a  laboratory  was  added  to  his  movable  pub- 
lishing house,  which,  by  the  way,  was  an 
old  freight  car.  One  day,  however,  as  he 
Was  experimenting  with  some  phosphorus, 
it  ignited  and  the  irate  conductor  threw  the 
young  seeker  after  the  truth,  chemicals  and 
all,  from  the  train.  His  office  and  laboratory 
were  then  removed  to  the  cellar  of  his  fa- 
ther's house.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he 
decided  to  become  an  operator.  He  won 
his  opportunity  by  saving  the  life  of  a  child, 
whose  father  was  an  old  operator,  and  out  of 
gratitude  he  gave  Mr.  Edison  lessons  in  teleg- 
raphy. Five  months  later  he  was  compe- 
tent to  fill  a  position  in  the  railroad  office 
at  Port  Huron.  Hence  he  peregrinated  to 
Stratford,  Ontario,  and  thence  successively 
to  Adrian,  Fort  Wayne,  Indianapolis,  Cin- 
cmnati,  Memphis,  Louisville  and  Boston, 
gradually  becoming  an  expert  operator  and 
gaming  experience  that  enabled  him  to 
evolve  many  ingenious  ideas  for  the  im- 
provement of  telegraphic  appliances.  At 
Memphis  he  constructed  an  automatic  re- 
peater, which  enabled  Louisville  and  New 
Orleans  to  communicate  direct,  and  received 
nothing  more  than  the  thanks  of  his  em- 
ployers. Mr.  Edison  came  to  New  York  in 
1870  in  search  of  an  opening  more  suitable 
to  his  capabilities  and  ambitions.  He  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  office  of  the  Laws  Gold 
Reporting  Company  when  one  of  the  in- 
struments got  out  of  order,  and  even  the 
inventor  of  the  system  could  not  make  it 
work.  Edison  requested  to  be  allowed  to 
attempt  the  task,  and  in  a   few  minutes  he 


had  overcome  the  difficulty  and  secured  an 
advantageous  engagement.  For  several 
years  he  had  a  contract  with  the  Western 
Union  and  the  Gold  Stock  companies, 
whereby  he  received  a  large  salary,  besides 
a  special  price  for  all  telegraphic  improve- 
ments he  could  suggest.  Later,  as  the 
head  of  the  Edison  General  Electric  com- 
pany, with  its  numerous  subordinate  organ- 
izations and  connections  all  over  the  civil- 
ized world,  he  became  several  times  a 
millionaire.  Mr.  Edison  invented  the  pho- 
nograph and  kinetograph  which  bear  his 
name,  the  carbon  telephone,  the  tasimeter, 
and  the  duplex  and  quadruplex  systems  of 
telegraphy. 

JAMES  LONGSTREET,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  of  the  Confederate  generals 
during  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  1820,  in 
South  Carolina,  but  was  early  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Alabama  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  his  early  education.  He 
graduated  at  the  United  States  military 
academy  in  1842,  entering  the  army  as 
lieutenant  and  spent  a  few  years  in  the  fron- 
tier service.  When  the  Mexican  war  broke 
out  he  was  called  to  the  front  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  principal  battles  of  that  war 
up  to  the  storming  of  Chapultepec,  where 
he  receivevd  severe  wounds.  For  gallant 
conduct  at  Contreras,  Cherubusco,  and  Mo- 
lino  del  Rey  he  received  the  brevets  of  cap- 
tain and  major.  After  the  close  of  the 
Mexican  war  Longstreet  served  as  adjutant 
and  captain  on  frontier  service  in  Texas  un- 
til 1858  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  staff 
as  paymaster  with  rank  of  major.  In  June, 
1 86 1,  he  resigned  to  join  the  Confederacy 
and  immediately  went  to  the  front,  com- 
manding a  brigade  at  Bull  Run  the  follow- 
ing month.  Promoted  to  be  major-general 
in   1862  he  thereafter  bore   a  conspicuous 
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part  and  rendered  valuable  service  to  the 
Confederate  cause.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  most  severe  battles  of  the  Civil 
war  including  Bull  Run  (first  and  second), 
Seven  Pines,  Gaines'  Mill,  Fraziers  Farm, 
Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Frederickburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Chickamauga, 
the  Wilderness,  Petersburg  and  most  of  the 
fighting  about  Richmond. 

When  the  war  closed  General  Long- 
street  accepted  the  result,  renewed  his  alle- 
giance to  the  government,  and  thereafter 
labored  earnestly  to  obliterate  all  traces  of 
war  and  promote  an  era  of  good  feeling  be- 
tween all  sections  of  the  country.  He  took 
up  his  residence  in  New  Orleans,  and  took 
an  active  interest  and  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs,  served  as  surveyor  of  that 
port  for  several  years;  was  commissioner  of 
engineers  for  Louisiana,  served  four  years 
as  school  commissioner,  etc.  In  1875  he 
was  appointed  supervisor  of  internal  revenue 
and  settled  in  Georgia.  After  that  time  he 
served  four  years  as  United  States  minister 
to  Turkey,  and  also  for  a  number  of  years 
was  United  States  marshal  of  Georgia,  be- 
sides having  held  other  important  official 
positions. 

JOHN  RUTLEDGE,  the  second  chief- 
justice  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1739. 
He  was  a  son  of  John  Rutledge,  who  had 
left  Ireland  for  America  about  five  years 
prior  to  the  birth  of  our  subject,  and  a 
brother  of  Edward  Rutledge,  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  John  Rut- 
ledge received  his  legal  education  at  the 
Temple,  London,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Charleston  and  soon  won  distinction  at 
the  bar.  He  was  elected  to  the  old  Colonial 
congress  in  1765  to  protest  against  the 
"Stamp  Act, "  and  was  a   member  of  the 


South  Carolina  convention  of  1774,  and  of 
the  Continental  congress  of  that  and  the 
succeeding  year.  In  1776  he  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  that  draughted  the  con- 
stitution of  his  state,  and  was  president  of 
the  congress  of  that  state.  He  was  not 
pleased  with  the  state  constitution,  how- 
ever, and  resigned.  In  1779  he  was  again 
chosen  governor  of  the  state,  and  granted 
extraordinary  powers,  and  he  at  once  took 
the  field  to  repel  the  British.  He  joined 
the  army  of  General  Gates  in  1782,  and  the 
same  year  was  elected  to  congress.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention which  framed  our  present  constitu- 
tion. In  1789  he  was  appointed  an  associate 
justice  of  the  first  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States.  He  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  chief- justice  of  his  own  state. 
Upon  the  resignation  of  Judge  Jay^  he  was 
appointed  chief-justice  of  the  United  States 
in  1795.  The  appointment  was  never  con- 
firmed, for,  after  presiding  at  one  session, 
his  mind  became  deranged,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Judge  Ellsworth.  He  died  at 
Charleston,  July  23,   1800, 


RALPH  WALDO  EMERSON  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  literary  men  of  his 
time.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, May  25,  1803.  He  had  a  minister  for 
an  ancestor,  either  on  the  paternal  or  ma- 
ternal side,  in  every  generation  for  eight 
generations  back.  His  father.  Rev.  Will- 
iam Emerson,  was  a  native  of  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  born  May  6,  1769,  graduated 
at  Harvard,  in  1789,  became  a  Unitarian 
minister;  was  a  fine  writer  and  one  of  the 
best  orators  of  his  day;  died  in  181 1. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  was  fitted  for 
college  at  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1821,  win- 
ning about    this  time  several  prizes  for  es- 
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says.  For  five  years  he  taught  school  in 
Boston;  in  1826  was  Hcensed  to  preach,  and 
in  1829  was  ordained  as  a  colleague  to  Rev. 
Henry  Ware  of  the  Second  Unitarian  church 
in  Boston.  In  1832  he  resigned,  making 
the  announcement  in  a  sermon  of  his  un- 
svillingness  longer  to  administer  the  rite  of 
vhe  Lord's  Supper,  after  which  he  spent 
about  a  year  in  Europe.  Upon  his  return 
he  began  his  career  as  a  lecturer  before  the 
Boston  Mechanics  Institute,  his  subject  be- 
ing "Water."  His  early  lectures  on  "  Italy" 
and  "Relation  of  Man  to  the  Globe"  also 
attracted  considerable  attention;  as  did  also 
his  biographical  lectures  on  Michael  Angelo, 
Milton,  Luther,  George  Fox,  and.  Edmund 
Burke.  After  that  time  he  gave  many 
courses  of  lectures  in  Boston  and  became 
one  of  the  best  known  lecturers  in  America. 
But  very  few  men  have  rendered  such  con- 
tinued service  in  this  field.  He  lectured  for 
forty  successive  seasons  before  the  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  Lyceum  and  also  made  re- 
peated lecturing  tours  in  this  country  and  in 
England.  In  1835  Mr.  Emerson  took  up 
his  residence  at  Concord,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death  which  occurred  April  27,  1882. 

Mr.  Emerson's  literary  work  covered  a 
wide  scope.  He  wrote  and  published  many 
works,  essays  and  poems,  which  rank  high 
among  the  works  of  American  literary  men. 
A  few  of  the  many  which  he  produced  are 
the  following:.  "Nature;"  "The  Method 
of  Nature;"  "  Man  Thinking;"  "The  Dial;" 
"Essays;"  "Poems;"  "English  Traits;" 
"The  Conduct  of  Life;"  "May-Day  and 
other  Poems  "  and  "  Society  and  Solitude;" 
besides  many  others.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
and  other  kindred  associations. 


ALEXANDER  T.  STEWART,  one  of 
the  famous  merchant  princes  of  New 
York,  was  born  near  the  city  of  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, in  1803,  and  before  he  was  eight  years 
of  age  was  left  an  orphan  without  any  near 
relatives,  save  an  aged  grandfather.  The 
grandfather  being  a  pious  Methodist  wanted 
to  make  a  minister  of  young  Stewart,  and 
accordingly  put  him  in  a  school  with  that 
end  in  view  and  he  graduated  at  Trinity  Col- 
lege, in  Dublin.  When  scarcely  twenty 
years  of  age  he  came  to  New  York.  His 
first  employment  was  that  of  a  teacher,  but 
accident  soon  made  him  a  merchant.  En- 
tering into  business  relations  with  an  ex- 
perienced man  of  his  acquaintance  he  soon 
found  himself  with  the  rent  of  a  store  on 
his  hands  and  alone  in  a  new  enterprise. 
Mr.  Stewart's  business  grew  rapidly  in  all 
directions,  but  its  founder  had  executive 
ability  sufficient  for  any  and  all  emergencies, 
and  in  time  his  house  became  one  of  the 
greatest  mercantile  establishments  of  mod- 
ern times,  and  the  name  of  Stewart  famous. 
Mr.  Stewart's  death  occurred  April  10, 
1876. 

TAMES  FENIMORE  COOPER.  —  In 
<j  speaking  of  this  noted  American  nov- 
elist, William  Cullen  Bryant  said:  "  He 
wrote  for  mankind  at  large,  hence  it  is  that 
he  has  earned  a  fame  wider  than  any  Amer- 
ican author  of  modern  times.  The  crea- 
tions of  his  genius  shall  survive  through 
centuries  to  come,  and  only  perish  witii  our 
language."  Another  eminent  writer  (Pres- 
cott)  said  of  Cooper:  "  In  his  productions 
every  American  must  take  an  honest  pride; 
for  surely  no  one  has  succeeded  like  Cooper 
in  the  portraiture  of  American  character,  or 
has  given  such  glowing  and  eminently  truth- 
ful pictures  of  American  scenery." 

James  Fenimore  Cooper  was  born  Sep- 
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tember  15,  1789,  at  Burlington,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  was  a  son  of  Judge  William  Cooper. 
About  a  year  after  the  birth  of  our  subject 
the  family  removed  to  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  and  founded  the  town  called  "  Coop- 
erstown."  James  Fenimore  Cooper  spent 
his  childhood  there  and  in  1802  entered 
Yale  College,  and  four  years  later  became  a 
midshipman  in  the  United  States  navy.  In 
181 1  he  was  married,  quit  the  seafaring  life, 
and  began  devoting  more  or  less  time  to  lit- 
erary pursuits.  His  first  work  \vas  "  Pre- 
caution," a  novel  published  in  18 19,  and 
three  years  later  he  produced  "The  Spy,  a 
Tale  of  Neutral  Ground,"  which  met  with 
great  favor  and  was  a  universal  success. 
This  was  followed  by  many  other  works, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  follow- 
ing: ' '  The  Pioneers, "  ' '  The  Pilot, "  ' '  Last 
of  the  Mohicans."  "The  Prairie,"  "The 
Red  Rover,"  "The  Manikins,"  "Home- 
ward Bound,"  "Home  as  Found,"  "History 
of  the  United  States  Navy,"  "The  Path- 
finder," "Wing  and  Wing,"  "Afloat  and 
Ashore,"  "The  Chain-Bearer,"  "Oak- 
Openings,"  etc.  J.  Fenimore  Cooper  died 
at  Cooperstown,  New  York,  September  14, 
1851. 

MARSHALL  FIELD,  one  of  the  mer- 
chant princes  of  America,  ranks  among 
the  most  successful  business  men  of  the  cen- 
tury. He  was  born  in  1835  at  Conway, 
Massachusetts.  He  spent  his  early  life  on 
a  farm  and  secured  a  fair  .education  in  the 
common  schools,  supplementing  this  with  a 
course  at  the  Conway  Academy.  His 
natural  bent  ran  in  the  channels  of  commer- 
cial life,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was 
given  a  position  in  a  store  at  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Field  remained  there 
four  years  and  removed  to  Chicago  in  1856. 
He  began  his  career  in  Chicago  as   a  clerk 


in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  house  of  Cooley, 
Wadsworth  &  Company,  which  later  be- 
came Cooley,  Farwell  &  Company,  and  still 
later  John  V.  Farwell  &  Company.  He 
remained  with  them  four  years  and  exhibit- 
ed marked  ability,  in  recognition  of  which 
he  was  given  a  partnership.  In  1865  Mr. 
Field  and  L.  Z.  Lciter,  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  firm,  withdrew  and  formed 
the  firm  of  Field,  Palmer  &  Leiter,  the 
third  partner  being  Potter  Palmer,  and  they 
continued  in  business  until  1867,  when  Mr. 
Palmer  retired  and  the  firm  became  Field, 
Leiter  &  Company.  They  ran  under  the 
latter  name  until  1881,  when  Mr.  Leiter  re- 
tired and  the  house  has  since  continued  un- 
der the  name  of  Marshall  Field  &  Company. 
The  phenomenal  success  accredited  to  the 
house  is  largely  due  to  the  marked  ability 
of  Mr.  Field,  the  house  had  become  one  of 
the  foremost  in  the  west,  with  an  annual 
sale  of  $8,000,000  in  1870.  The  total  loss 
of  the  firm  during  the  Chicago  fire  was 
$3,500,000  of  which  $2,500,000  was  re- 
covered through  the  insurance  companies. 
It  rapidly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  this 
and  to-day  the  annual  sales  amount  to  over 
$40,000,000.  Mr.  Field's  real  estate  hold- 
ings amounted  to  $10,000,000.  He  was 
one  of  the  heaviest  subscribers  to  the  Bap- 
tist University  fund  although  he  is  a  Presby- 
terian, and  gave  $1,000,000  for  the  endow- 
ment of  the  Field  Columbian  Museum — 
one  of  the  greatest  institutions  of  the  kind 
in  the  world. 


EDGAR  WILSON  NYE,  who  won  an  im- 
mense popularity  under  the  pen  name 
of  "  Bill  Nye,"  was  one  of  the  most  eccen- 
tric humorists  of  his  day.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 25.  1850,  at  Shirley,  Piscataqua  coun- 
ty, Maine,  "at  a  very  early  age  "  as  he  ex- 
presses it.      He  took  an  academic  course  ia 
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River  Falls,  Wisconsin,  from  whence,  after 
his  graduation,  he  removed  to  Wyoming 
Territory.  He  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1876.  He  began  when 
quite  young  to  contribute  humorous  sketches 
to  the  newspapers,  became  connected  with 
various  western  journals  and  achieved  a 
brilliant  success  as  a  humorist.  Mr.  Nye 
settled  later  in  New  York  City  where  he 
devoted  his  time  to  writing  funny  articles  for 
the  big  newspaper  syndicates.  He  wrote  for 
publication  in  book  form  the  following  : 
"Bill  Nye  and  the  Boomerang,"  "The 
Forty  Liars,"  "Baled  Hay,"  "  Bill  Nye's 
Blossom  Rock,"  "Remarks,"  etc.  His 
death  occurred  February  21,  1896,  at  Ashe- 
ville,  North  Carolina. 


THOMAS  DE  WITT  TALMAGE,  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  American  preach- 
ers, was  born  January  7,  1832,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  twelve  children.  He  made  his 
preliminary  studies  at  the  grammar  school 
in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  joined  the  church  and  entered 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and 
graduated  in  May,  1853.  The  exercises 
were  held  in  Niblo's  Garden  and  his  speech 
aroused  the  audience  to  a  high  pitch  of  en- 
thusiasm. At  the  close  of  his  college  duties 
he  imagined  himself  interested  in  the  law 
and  for  three  years  studied  law.  Dr.  Tal- 
mage  then  perceived  his  mistake  and  pre- 
pared himself  for  the  ministry  at  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.  Just 
after  his  ordination  the  young  minister  re- 
ceived two  calls,  one  from  Piermont,  New 
York,  and  the  other  from  Belleville,  New 
Jersey.  Dr.  Talmage  accepted  the  latter 
and  for  three  years  filled  that  charge,  when 
he  was  called  to  Syracuse,  New  York.  Here 
it   was    that    his   sermons   first   drew  large 


crowds  of  people  to  his  church,  and  from 
thence  dates  his  popularity.  Afterward  he 
became  the  pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed 
Dutch  church,  of  Philadelphia,  remaining 
seven  years,  during  which  period  he  first 
entered  upon  the  lecture  platform  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  his  future  reputation.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  he  received  three  calls, 
one  from  Chicago,  one  from  San  Francisco, 
and  one  from  the  Central  Presbyterian 
church  of  Brooklyn,  which  latter  at  that 
time  consisted  of  only  nineteen  members 
with  a  congregation  of  about  thirty-five. 
This  church  offered  him  a  salary  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  and  he  accepted  the  call. 
He  soon  induced  the  trustees  to  sell  the  old 
church  and  build  a  new  one.  They  did  so 
and  erected  the  Brooklyn  Tabernacle,  but 
it  burned  down  shortly  after  it  was  finished. 
By  prompt  sympathy  and  general  liberality 
a  new  church  was  built  and  formally  opened 
in  February,  1874.  It  contained  seats  for 
four  thousand,  six  hundred  and  fifty,  but  if 
necessary  seven  thousand  could  be  accom- 
modated. In  October,  1878,  his  salary  was 
raised  from  seven  thousand  dollars  to  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1889 
the  second  tabernacle  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
A  third  tabernacle  was  built  and  it  was  for- 
mally dedicated  on  Easter  Sunday,   1891. 


JOHN  PHILIP  SOUSA,  conceded  as 
being  one  of  the  greatest  band  leaders 
in  the  world,  won  his  fame  while  leader  of 
the  United  States  Marine  Band  at  Washing- 
ton, District  of  Columbia.  He  was  not 
originally  a  band  player  but  was  a  violinist, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  conduc- 
tor of  an  opera  company,  a  profession  which 
he  followed  for  several  years,  until  he  was 
offered  the  leadership  of  the  Marine  Band 
at  Washington.  The  proposition  was  re- 
pugnant to  him  at  first  but  he  accepted  the 
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offer  and  then  ensued  ten  years  of  brilliant 
success  with  that  organi;:ation.  When  he 
first  took  the  Marine  Band  he  began  to 
gather  the  national  airs  of  all  the  nations 
that  have  representatives  in  Washington, 
and  compiled  a  comprehensive  volume  in- 
cluding nearly  all  the  national  songs  of  the 
different  nations.  He  composed  a  number 
of  marches,  waltzes  and  two-steps,  promi- 
nent among  which  are  the  "Washington 
Post,"  "Directorate,"  "King  Cotton," 
"High  School  Cadets."  "Belle  of  Chica- 
go." "Liberty  Bell  March,"  "Manhattan 
Beacli,"  "On  Parade  March,"  "Thunderer 
March,"  "Gladiator  March,"  "  El  Capitan 
March,"  etc.  He  became  a  very  extensive 
composer  of  this  class  of  music. 


JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  sixth  president 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Braintree,  Massachusetts,  July  ii,  1767, 
the  son  of  John  Adams.  At  the  age  of 
eleven  he  was  sent  to  school  at  Paris,  and 
two  years  later  to  Leyden,  where  he  entered 
that  great  university.  He  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  1785,  and  graduated  from 
Harvard  in  1788.  He  then  studied  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1791.  His 
practice  brought  no  income  the  first  two 
years,  but  he  won  distinction  in  literary 
fields,  and  was  appointed  minister  to  The 
Hague  in  1794.  He  married  in  1797,  and 
went  as  minister  to  Berlin  the  same  year, 
serving  until  1801,  when  Jefferson  became 
president.  He  was  elected  to  the  senate  in 
1803  by  the  Federalists,  but  was  condemned 
by  that  party  for  advocating  the  Embargo 
Act  and  other  Anti-Federalist  measures.  He 
was  appointed  as  professor  of  rhetoric  at 
Harvard  in  1805,  and  in  1809  was  sent  as 
minister  to  Russia.  He  assisted  in  negotiat- 
ing the  treaty  of  peace  with  England  in 
1 8 14,  and  became  minister  to  that  power 


the  ne.xt  year.  He  served  during  Monroe's 
administration  two  terms  as  secretary  of 
state,  during  which  time  party  lines  were 
obliterated,  and  in  1824  four  candidates  for 
president  appeared,  all  of  whom  were  iden- 
tified to  some  extent  with  the  new  "  Demo- 
cratic" party.  Mr.  Adams  received  84  elec- 
toral votes,  Jackson  99,  Crawford  41,  and 
Clay  37.  As  no  candidate  had  a  majority 
of  all  votes,  the  election  went  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  which  elected  Mr.  Adams. 
As  Clay  had  thrown  his  influence  to  Mr. 
Adams,  Clay  became  secretary  of  state,  and 
this  caused  bitter  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Jackson  Democrats,  who  were  joined  by 
Mr.  Crawford  and  his  following,  and  op- 
posed every  measure  of  the  administration. 
In  the  election  of  1S28  Jackson  was  elected 
over  Mr.  Adams  by  a  great  majority, 

Mr.  Adams  entered  the  lower  house  of 
congress  in  1830,  elected  from  the  district 
in  which  he  was  born  and  continued  to  rep- 
resent it  for  seventeen  years.  He  was 
known  as  "  the  old  man  eloquent,"  and  his 
work  in  congress  was  independent  of  party. 
He  opposed  slavery  extension  and  insisted 
upon  presenting  to  congress,  one  at  a  time, 
the  hundreds  of  petitions  against  the  slave 
power.  One  of  these  petitions,  presented  in 
1842,  was  signed  by  forty-fi\e  citizens  of 
Massachusetts,  and  prayed  congress  for  a 
peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union.  His 
enemies  seized  upon  this  as  an  opportunity 
to  crush  their  powerful  foe,  and  in  a  caucus 
meeting  determined  upon  his  expulsion  from 
congress.  Finding  they  would  not  be  able 
to  command  enough  votes  for  this,  they  de- 
cided upon  a  course  that  would  bring  equal 
disgrace.  They  formulated  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  while  he  merited  expulsion, 
the  house  would,  in  great  mercy,  substitute 
its  severest  censure.  When  it  was  read  in  the 
house  the  old  man,  then  in  his  seventy-fifth 
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year,  arose  and  demanded  that  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
be  read  as  his  defense.  It  embraced  the 
famous  sentence,  "that  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  destructive  to  those 
ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  government, 
etc.,  etc."  After  eleven  days  of  hard  fight- 
ing his  opponents  were  defeated.  On  Febru- 
ary 2  1,  1848,  he  rose  to  address  the  speaker 
on  the  Oregon  question,  when  he  suddenly 
fell  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  He  died 
soon  after  in  the  rotunda  of  the  capitol, 
where  he  had  been  conveyed  by  his  col- 
leagues. 

SUSAN  B.  ANTHONY  was  one  of  the 
most  famous  women  of  America.  She 
was  born  at  South  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
February  15,  1820,  the  daughter  of  a 
Quaker.  She  received  a  good  education 
and  became  a  school  teacher,  following  that 
profession  for  fifteen  years  in  New  York. 
Beginning  with  about  1852  she  became  the 
active  leader  of  the  woman's  rights  move- 
ment and  won  a  wide  reputation  for  her 
zeal  and  ability.  She  also  distinguished 
herself  for  her  zeal  and  eloquence  in  the 
temperance,  and  anti-slavery  causes,  and 
became  a  conspicuous  figure  during  the  war. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  she  gave  most  of 
her  labors  to  the  cause  of  woman's  suffrage. 


PHILIP  D.  ARMOUR,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  mercantile 
history  of  America,  was  born  May  16,  1832, 
on  a  farm  at  Stockbridge,  Madison  county, 
New  York,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  county.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  farmer  and  worked 
faithfully  and  well,  being  very  ambitious  and 
desiring  to  start  out  for  himself.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  secured  a  release  from  his 


indentures    and    set    out   overland    for    the 
gold    fields   of    California.       After    a    great 
deal  of  hard  work  he  accumulated  a  little 
money    and    then   came   east    and    settled 
in    Milwaukee,    Wisconsin.       He  went  into 
the    grain    receiving    and   warehouse    busi- 
ness  and  was  fairly  successful,  and  later  on 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  Plankin- 
ton  in  the  pork  packing  line,  the  style  of  the 
firm  being  Plankinton  &  Armour.      Mr.  Ar- 
mour made  his  first  great  ' '  deal  "  in  selling 
pork  "short"  on  the  New  York  market  in 
the  anticipation  of  the  fall  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  Mr.  Armour  is  said  to  have  made 
through  this  deal  a  million  dollars.    He  then 
established  packing  houses  in  Chicago  and 
Kansas   City,  and   in    1875   he  removed  to 
Chicago.      He  increased  his  business  by  add- 
ing to  it   the  shipment  of  dressed   beef  to 
the  European  markets,  and  many  other  lines 
of  trade  and  manufacturing,  and  it  rapidly 
assumed    vast    proportions,    employing    an 
army  of  men  in  different  lines  of  the  busi- 
ness.     Mr.  Armour  successfully  conducted  a 
great  many  speculative  deals  in   pork  and 
grain  of  immense  proportions  and  also  erected 
many  large   warehouses  for  the   storage  of 
grain.      He  became  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Chicago,  where  he  became 
closely  identified  with  all    enterprises   of  a 
public  nature,  but  his  fame  as  a  great  busi- 
ness man  e.xtended  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
He  founded  the  "Armour  Institute  "  at  Chi- 
cago and  also  contributed  largely  to  benevo- 
lent and  charitable  institutions. 


ROBERT  FULTON.— Although  Fulton 
is  best  known  as  the  inventor  of  the 
first  successful  steamboat,  yet  his  claims  to 
distinction  do  not  rest  alone  upon  that,  for 
he  was  an  inventor  along  other  lines,  a 
painter  and  an  author.  He  was  born  at 
Little  Britain,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 


•iTpEWinTALivmGn 


THF 

Nh  A 

ici»,r 

PUBLIC  LI 

BRART 

ft 

.  im9X    At*B 
/■OUNSATigXI 

COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGRAPIir 


65 


vania,  in  1765,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  there  and  in  New  York  en- 
gaged in  miniature  painting  with  success 
both  from  a  pecuniary  and  artistic  point  of 
view.  With  the  results  of  his  labors  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  for  the  support  of  his  mother. 
He  went  to  London  and  studied  under  the 
great  painter,  Benjamin  West,  and  all 
through  life  retained  his  fondness  for  art 
and  gave  evidence  of  much  ability  in  that 
line.  While  in  England  he  was  brought  in 
contact  with  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  the 
father  of  the  English  canal  system;  Lord 
Stanhope,  an  eminent  mechanician,  and 
James  \\'att,  the  inventor  of  the  steam  en- 
gine. Their  influence  turned  his  mind  to  its 
true  field  of  labor,  that  of  mechanical  in- 
vention. Machines  for  flax  spinning, 
marble  sawing,  rope  making,  and  for  remov- 
ing earth  from  excavations,  are  among  his 
earliest  ventures.  His  "Treatise  on  the 
Improvement  of  Canal  Navigation,"  issued 
in  1796,  and  a  series  of  essays  on  canals 
were  soon  followed  by  an  English  patent 
for  canal  improvements.  In  1797  he  went 
to  Paris,  where  he  resided  until  1S06,  and 
there  invented  a  submarine  torpedo  boat  for 
maritime  defense,  but  which  was  rejected 
by  the  governments  of  France,  England  and 
the  United  States.  In  1803  he  offered  to  con- 
struct for  the  Emperor  Napoleon  a  steam- 
boat that  would  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
plan  of  invading  Great  Britain  then  medi- 
tated by  that  great  captain.  In  pursuance 
he  constructed  his  first  steamboat  on  the 
Seine,  but  it  did  not  prove  a  full  success 
and  the  idea  was  abandoned  by  the  French 
government.  By  the  aid  of  Livingston, 
then  United  States  minister  to  France, 
Fulton  purchased,  in  1806,  an  engine  which 
he  brought  to  this  country.      After  studying 

the  defects  of  his  own  and  other  attempts  in 
4 


this  line  he  built  and  launched  in  1807  the 
Clermont,  the  first  successful  steamboat. 
This  craft  only  attained  a  speed  of  five 
miles  an  hour  while  going  up  North  river. 
His  first  patent  not  fully  covering  his  in- 
vention, Fulton  was  engaged  in  many  law 
suits  for  infringement.  He  constructed 
many  steamboats,  ferryboats,  etc.,  among 
these  being  the  United  States  steamer 
"  Fulton  the  First,"  built  in  18 14,  the  first 
war  steamer  ever  built.  This  craft  never 
attained  any  great  speed  owing  to  some  de- 
fects in  construction  and  accidentally  blew 
up  in  1829.  Fulton  died  in  New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1815. 


SALMON  PORTLAND  CHASE,  sixth 
chief-justice  of  the  United  States,  and 
one  of  the  most  eminent  of  American  jurists, 
was  born  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  Jan- 
uary 13,  1808.  At  the  age  of  nine  he  was 
left  in  poverty  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
but  means  were  found  to  educate  him.  He 
WIS  sent  to  his  uncle,  a  bishop,  who  con- 
ducted an  academy  near  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  here  young  Chase  worked  on  the  farm 
and  attended  school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  returned  to  his  native  state  and  entered 
Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1 826.  He  then  went  to  Washington, 
and  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  study- 
ing law  under  the  instruction  of  William 
Wirt.  He  was  licensed  to  practice  in  1829, 
and  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  had  a 
hard  struggle  for  several  years  following. 
He  had  in  the  meantime  prepared  notes  on 
the  statutes  of  Ohio,  which,  when  published, 
brought  him  into  prominence  locally.  He 
was  soon  after  appointed  solicitor  of  the 
United  States  Bank.  In  1837  he  appeared 
as  counsel  for  a  fugitive  slave  woman,  Ma- 
tilda, and  sought  by  all  the  powers  of  his 
learning  and  eloquence  to  prevent  her  owner 
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from  reclaiming  her.  He  acted  in  many 
other  cases,  and  devolved  the  trite  expres- 
sion, "Slavery  is  sectional,  freedom  is  na- 
tional." He  was  employed  to  defend  Van 
Zandt  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  1846,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
noted  cases  connected  with  the  great  strug- 
gle against  slavery.  By  this  time  Mr.  Chase 
had  become  the  recognized  leader  of  that 
element  known  as  "  free-soilers."  He  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  in  1849, 
and  was  chosen  governor  of  Ohio  in  1855 
and  re-elected  in  1857.  He  was  chosen  to 
the  United  States  senate  from  Ohio  in  1861, 
but  was  made  secretary  of  the  treasury  by 
Lincoln  and  accepted.  He  inaugurated  a 
financial  system  to  replenish  the  exhausted 
treasury  and  meet  the  demands  of  the  great- 
est war  in  history  and  at  the  same  time  to 
revive  the  industries  of  the  country.  One 
of  the  measures  which  afterward  called  for 
his  judicial  attention  was  the  issuance  of 
currency  notes  which  were  made  a  legal 
tender  in  payment  of  debts.  When  this 
question  came  before  him  as  chief-justice 
of  the  United  States  he  reversed  his  former 
action  and  declared  the  measure  unconstitu- 
tional. The  national  banking  system,  by 
which  all  notes  issued  were  to  be  based  on 
funded  government  bonds  of  equal  or  greater 
amounts,  had  its  direct  origin  with  Mr.  Chase. 
Mr.  Chase  resigned  the  treasury  port- 
folio in  1864,  and  was  appointed  the  same 
year  as  chief-justice  of  the  United  States 
supreme  court.  The  great  questions  that 
came  up  before  him  at  this  crisis  in  the  life 
of  the  nation  were  no  less  than  those  which 
confronted  the  first  chief-justice  at  the  for- 
mation of  our  government.  Reconstruction, 
private,  state  and  national  interests,  the 
constitutionality  of  the  acts  of  congress 
passed  in  times  of  great  excitement,  the 
construction  and  interpretation  to  be  placed 


upon  the  several  amendments  to  the  national 
constitution, — these  were  among  the  vital 
questions  requiring  prompt  decision.  He 
received  a  paralytic  stroke  in  1870,  which 
impaired  his  health,  though  his  mental 
powers  were  not  affected.  He  continued  to 
preside  at  the  opening  terms  for  two  years 
following  and  died  May  7,  1873. 


HARRIET  ELIZABETH  BEECHER 
STOWE,  a  celebrated  American  writ- 
er, was  born  June  14,  18 12,  at  Litchfield, 
Connecticut.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman 
Beecher  and  a  sister  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
tvv^o  noted  divines;  was  carefully  educated, 
and  taught  school  for  several  years  at  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut.  In  1832  Miss  Beecher 
married  Professor  Stowe,  then  of  Lane  Semi- 
nary, Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  afterwards  at 
Bowdoin  College  and  Andover  Seminary. 
Mrs.  Stowe  published  in  1849  "The  May- 
flower, or  sketches  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Pilgrims,"  and  in  1851  commenced  in  the 
' '  National  Era  "  of  Washington,  a  serial  story 
which  was  published  separately  in  1852  under 
the  title  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  This 
book  attained  almost  unparalleled  success 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  within  ten  years 
it  had  been  translated  in  almost  every  lan- 
guage of  the  civilized  world.  Mrs.  Stowe  pub- 
lished in  1853a  "Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin" 
in  which  the  data  that  she  used  was  published 
and  its  truthfulness  was  corroborated.  In 
1853  she  accompanied  her  husband  and 
brother  to  Europe,  and  on  her  return  pub- 
lished "Sunny  Memories  of  Foreign  Lands" 
in  1854.  Mrs.  Stowe  was  for  some  time 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  ' '  Atlantic  Monthly  " 
and  the  "  Hearth  and  Home,"  for  which 
she  had  written  a  number  of  articles. 
Among  these,  also  published  separately,  are 
"  Dred,  a  tale  of  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  " 
(later  published  under  the  title  of   "Nina. 
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Gordon");  "The  Minister's  Wooing;"  "The 
Pearl  of  Orr's  Island;"  "Agnes  of  Sorrento;" 
"Oldtown  Folks;"  "My  Wife  and  I;"  "Bible 
Heroines,"  and  "A  Dog's  Mission."  Mrs. 
Stowe's  death  occurred  July  i,  1896,  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 


THOMAS  JONATHAN  JACKSON,  bet- 
ter known  as  "Stonewall"  Jackson, 
was  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  Confeder- 
ate generals  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a 
soldier  by  nature,  an  incomparable  lieuten- 
ant, sure  to  execute  any  operation  entrusted 
to  him  with  marvellous  precision,  judgment 
and  courage,  and  all  his  individual  cam- 
paigns and  combats  bore  the  stamp  of  a 
masterly  capacity  for  war.  He  was  born 
January  21,  1824,  at  Clarksburg,  Harrison 
county,  West  Virginia.  He  was  early  in 
life  imbued  with  the  desire  to  be  a  soldier 
and  it  is  said  walked  from  the  mountains  of 
Virginia  to  Washington,  secured  the  aid  of 
his  congressman,  and  was  appointed  cadet 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 

1846.  Attached  to  the  army  as  brevet  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  the  First  Artillery,  his  I'lrst 
service  was  as  a  subaltern  with  Magruder's 
battery  of  light  artillery  in  the  Mexican  war. 
He  participated  at  the  reduction  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  was  noticed  for  gallantry  in  the 
battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Contreras,  Moline 
del  Rey,  Chapultepec,  and  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Mexico,  receiving  the  brevets  of 
captain  for  conduct  at  Contreras  and  Cher- 
ubusco  and  of  major  at  Chapultepec,  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  advanced  by 
regular  promotion    to  be  first  lieutenant  in 

1847.  In  1852,  the  war  having  closed,  he 
resigned  and  became  professor  of  natural 
and  experimental  philosophy  and  artillery 
instructor  at  the  Virginia  State  Military 
Institute  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  where  he 


remained  until  Virginia  declared  for  seces- 
sion, he  becoming  chiefly  noted  for  intense 
religious  sentiment  coupled  with  personal 
eccentricities.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  he  was  made  colonel  and  placed  in 
command  of  a  force  sent  to  sieze  Harper's 
Ferry,  which  he  accomplished  May  3,  1861. 
Relieved  by  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  May 
23,  he  took  command  of  the  brigade  of 
Valley  Virginians,  whom  he  moulded  into 
that  brave  corps,  baptized  at  the  first 
Manassas,  and  ever  after  famous  as  the 
"  Stonewall  Brigade."  After  this  "Stone- 
wall "  Jackson  was  made  a  major-general, 
in  1 861,  and  participated  until  his  death  in 
all  the  famous  campaigns  about  Richmond 
and  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  conspicuous  fig- 
ure in  the  memorable  battles  of  that  time. 
May  2,  1863,  at  Chancellorsville,  he  wa? 
wounded  severely  by  his  own  troops,  two 
balls  shattering  his  left  arm  and  another 
passing  through  the  palm  of  his  right  hand. 
The  left  arm  was  amputated,  but  pneumonia 
intervened,  and,  weakened  by  the  great  loss 
of  blood,  he  died  May  10,  1863.  The  more 
his  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  in 
1862  are  studied  the  more  striking  must  the 
merits  of  this  great  soldier  appear. 


JOHN  GREENLEAF  WHITTIER.— 
<J  Near  to  the  heart  of  the  people  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race  will  ever  lie  the  verses  of 
this,  the  "  Ouaker  Poet."  The  author  of 
"Barclay  of  Ury,"  "Maud  Muller"  and 
"Barbara  Frietchie,"  always  pure,  fervid 
and  direct,  will  be  remembered  when  many 
a  more  ambitious  writer  has  been  forgotten. 
John  G.  Whittier  was  born  at  Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts,  December  7,  1807,  of 
Quaker  parentage.  He  had  but  a  common- 
school  education  and  passed  his  boyhood 
days  upon  a  farm.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the   trade    of    shoemaker.      At    the   age    of 
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eighteen  he  began  to  write  verses  for  the 
Haverhill  •'  Gazette."  He  spent  two  years 
after  that  at  the  Haverhill  academy,  after 
which,  in  1829,  he  became  editor  of  the 
"American  Manufacturer,"  at  Boston.  In 
1830  he  succeeded  George  D.  Prentice  as 
editor  of  the  "New  England  Weekly  Re- 
view," but  the  following  year  returned  to 
Haverhill  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1832 
and  in  1836  he  edited  the  "  Gazette."  In 
1835  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature, serving  two  years.  In  1 836  he  became 
secretary  of  the  Anti-slavery  Society  of  Phil- 
adelphia. In  1838  and  1839  he  edited  the 
♦'  Pennsylvania  Freeman,"  but  in  the  latter 
year  the  office  was  sacked  and  burned  by  a 
mob.  In  1840  Whittier  settled  at  Ames- 
bury,  Massachusetts.  In  1847  he  became 
corresponding  editor  of  the  "  National  Era," 
an  anti-slavery  paper  published  at  Washing- 
ton, and  contributed  to  its  columns  many  of 
his  anti-slavery  and  other  favorite  lyrics. 
Mr.  Whittier  lived  for  many  years  in  retire- 
ment of  Quaker  simplicity,  publishing  several 
volumes  of  poetry  which  have  raised  him  to 
a  high  place  among  American  authors  and 
brought  to  him  the  love  and  admiration  of 
his  countrymen.  In  the  electoral  colleges 
of  i860  and  1864  Whittier  was  a  member. 
Much  of  his  time  after  1876  was  spent  at 
Oak  Knoll,  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  but 
still  retained  his  residence  at  Amesbury. 
He  never  married.  His  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 7,  1892. 

The  more  prominent  prose  writings  of 
John  G.  Whittier  are  as  follows:  "Legends 
of  New  England,"  "Justice  and  Expediency, 
or  Slavery  Considered  with  a  View  to  Its  Abo- 
lition," "  The  Stranger  in  Lowell,"  "Super- 
naturalism  in  New  England,"  "  Leaves  from 
Margaret  Smith's  Journal,"  "Old  Portraits 
and  Modern  Sketches"  and  "Literary 
Sketches." 


DAVID  DIXON  PORTER,  illustrious  as 
admiral  of  the  United  States  navy,  and 
famous  as  one  of  the  most  able  naval  offi- 
cers of  America,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
June  8,  1 8 14.  His  father  was  also  a  naval 
officer  of  distinction,  who  left  the  service  of 
the  United  States  to  become  commander  of 
the  naval  forces  of  Mexico  during  the  war 
between  that  country  and  Spain,  and 
through  this  fact  David  Dixon  Porter  was 
appointed  a  midshipman  in  the  Mexican 
navy.  Two  years  later  David  D.  Porter 
joined  the  United  States  navy  as  midship- 
man, rose  in  rank  and  eighteen  years  later 
as  a  lieutenant  he  is  found  actively  engaged 
in  all  the  operations  of  our  navy  along  the 
east  coast  of  Mexico.  When  the  Civil  war 
broke  out  Porter,  then  a  commander,  was 
dispatched  in  the  Powhattan  to  the  relief  of 
Fort  Pickens,  Florida.  This  dut}^  accom- 
plished, he  fitted  out  a  mortar  flotilla  for 
the  reduction  of  the  forts  guarding  the  ap- 
proaches to  New  Orleans,  which  it  was  con- 
sidered of  vital  importance  for  the  govern- 
ment to  get  possession  of.  After  the  fall  of 
New  Orleans  the  mortar  flotilla  was  actively 
engaged  at  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1862  Porter  was  made  a  rear-admiral  and 
placed  in  command  of  all  the  naval  forces 
on  the  western  rivers  above  New  Orleans. 
The  ability  of  the  man  was  now  con- 
spicuously manifested,  not  only  in  the  bat- 
tles in  which  he  was  engaged,  but  also  in 
the  creation  of  a  formidable  fleet  out  of 
river  steamboats,  which  he  covered  with 
such  plating  as  they  would  bear.  In  1864 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Atlantic  coast  to 
command  the  naval  forces  destined  to  oper- 
ate against  the  defences  of  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  and  on  Jan.  15,  1865,  the 
fall  of  Fort  Fisher  was  hailed  by  the  country 
as  a  glorious  termination  of  his  arduous  war 
service.      In  1866  he  was  made  vice-admiral 
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and  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Naval 
Academy.  On  the  death  of  Farragut,  in 
1870,  he  succeeded  that  able  man  as  ad- 
miral of  the  navy.  His  death  occurred  at 
Washington,  February  13,  1891. 


NATHANIEL  GREENE  was  one  of  the 
best  known  of  the  distinguished  gen- 
erals who  led  the  Continental  soldiery 
against  the  hosts  of  Great  Britain  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  the  son 
of  Quaker  parents,  and  was  born  at  War- 
wick, Rhode  Island,  May  27,  1742.  In 
youth  he  acquired  a  good  education,  chiefly 
by  his  own  efforts,  as  he  was  a  tireless 
reader.  In  1770  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  of  his  native  state.  The 
news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  stirred 
his  blood,  and  he  offered  his  services  to 
the  government  of  the  colonies,  receiving 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  from  Rhode  Island. 
He  led  them  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  for  thus  violating  the  tenets  of  their 
faith,  he  was  cast  out  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  or  Quakers.  He  soon  won  the  es- 
teem  of   General  Washington.      In  August, 

1776,  Congress  promoted  Greene  to  the 
rank  of  major-general,  and  in  the  battles  of 
Trenton  and  Princeton  he  led  a  division. 
At  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  September  11, 

1777,  he  greatly  distinguished  himself,  pro- 
tecting the  retreat  of  the  Continentals  by 
his  firm  stand.  At  the  battle  of  German- 
town,  October  4,  the  same  year,  he  com- 
manded the  left  wing  of  the  army  with 
credit.  In  March,  1778,  he  reluctantly  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  quartermaster-general, 
but  only  with  the  understanding  that  his 
rank  in  the  army  would  not  be  affected  and 
that  in  action  he  should  retain  his  command. 
On  the  bloody  field  of  Monmouth,  June  28, 

1778,  he  commanded  the  right  wing,  as  he 


did  at  the  battle  of  Tiverton  Heights.  He 
was  in  command  of  the  army  in  1780,  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Washington,  and  was 
president  of  the  court-martial  that  tried  and 
condemned  Major  Andre.  After  General 
Gates'  defeat  at  Camden,  North  Carolina,  in 
the  summer  of  1780,  General  Greene  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  southern  army. 
He  sent  out  a  force  under  General  Morgan 
who  defeated  General  Tarleton  at  Cowpens, 
January  17,  1781.  On  joining  his  lieuten- 
ant, in  February,  he  found  himself  out  num- 
bered by  the  British  and  retreated  in  good 
order  to  Virginia,  but  being  reinforced  re- 
turned to  North  Carolina  where  he  fought 
the  battle  of  Guilford,  and  a  few  days  later 
compelled  the  retreat  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 
The  British  were  followed  by  Greene  part 
of  the  way,  when  the  American  army 
marched  into  South  Carolina.  After  vary- 
ing success  he  fought  the  battle  of  Eutaw 
Springs,  Septembers,  1781.  For  the  latter 
battle  and  its  glorious  consequences,  which 
virtually  closed  the  war  in  the  Carolinas, 
Greene  received  a  medal  from  Congress  and 
many  valuable  grants  of  land  from  the 
colonies  of  North  and  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  On  the  return  of  peace,  after  a 
year  spent  in  Rhode  Island,  General  Greene 
took  up  his  residence  on  his  estate  near 
Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  died  June  19, 
1786. 


EDGAR  ALLEN  POE.— Among  the 
many  great  literary  men  whom  this 
country  has  produced,  there  is  perhaps  no 
name  more  widely  known  than  that  of  Ed- 
gar Allen  Poe.  He  was  born  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  February  19,  1809.  His 
parents  were  David  and  Elizabeth  (Arnold) 
Poe,  both  actors,  the  mother  said  to  have 
been  the  natural  daughter  of  Benedict  Ar- 
nold.     The  parents  died  w'hile    Edgar  was 
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still  a  child  and  he  was  adopted  by  John 
Allen,  a  wealthy  and  influential  resident  of 
Richmond,  Virginia.  Edgar  was  sent  to 
school  at  Stoke,  Newington,  England, 
■where  he  remained  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  old;  was  prepared  for  college  by  pri- 
vate tutors,  and  in  1826  entered  the  Virginia 
University  at  Charlottesville.  He  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  scholarship,  but  was  ex- 
pelled within  a  year  for  gambling,  after 
which  for  several  years  he  resided  with  his 
benefactor  at  Richmond.  He  then  went  to 
Baltimore,  and  in  1829  published  a  71 -page 
pamphlet  called  "Al  Aaraaf,  Tamerlane 
and  Minor  Poems,"  which,  however,  at- 
tracted no  attention  and  contained  nothing 
of  particular  merit.  In  1830  he  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  but  was 
expelled  about  a  year  later  for  irregulari- 
ties. Returning  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Allen 
he  remained  for  some  time,  and  lina.Hy 
quarrelled  with  his  benefactor  and  enlisted 
as  a  private  soldier  in  the  U.  S.  army,  but 
remained  only  a  short  time.  Soon  after 
this,  in  .1833,  Poe  won  several  prizes  for 
literary  work,  and  as  a  result  secured  the 
position  of  editor  of  trhe  ' '  Southern  Liter- 
ary Messenger,"  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Here  he  married  his  cousin,  Virginia 
Clemm,  who  clung  to  him  with  fond  devo- 
tion through  all  the  many  trials  that  came 
to  them  until  her  death  in  January,  1848. 
Poe  remained  with  the  "Messenger"  for 
several  years,  writing  meanwhile  many 
tales,  reviews,  essays  and  poems.  He  aft- 
erward earned  a  precarious  living  by  his 
pen  in  New  York  for  a  time;  in  1839  be- 
came editor  of  "Burton's  Gentleman's 
Magazine"  ;  in  1840  to  1842  was  editor  of 
"  Graham's  Magazine,"  and  drifted  around 
from  one  place  to  another,  returning  to 
New    York    in    1844.       In    1845    his    best 


known  production,  "The  Raven,"  appeared 
in  the  "Whig  Review,"  and  gained  him  a 
reputation  which  is  now  almost  world-wide. 
He  then  acted  as  editor  and  contributor  on 
various  magazines  and  periodicals  until  the 
death  of  his  faithful  wife  in  1848.  In  the 
summer  of  1849  he  was  engaged  to  be  mar- 
ried to  a  lady  of  fortune  in  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  day  set  for  the  wedding. 
He  started  for  New  York  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  the  event,  but,  it  is  said,  began 
drinking,  was  attacked  with  dilirium  tre- 
mens in  Baltimore  and  was  removed  to  a 
hospital,  where  he  died,  October  7,  1849. 
The  works  of  Edgar  Allen  Poe  have  been 
repeatedly  published  since  his  death,  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  and  have  attained 
an  immense  popularity. 


HORATIO  GATES,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent figures  in  the  American  war  for 
Independence,  was  not  a  native  of  the  col- 
onies but  was  born  in  England  in  1728.  In 
early  life  he  entered  the  British  army  and 
attained  the  rank  of  major.  At  the  capture 
of  Marti nico  he  was  aide  to  General  Monk- 
ton  and  after  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
in  1748,  he  was  among  the  first  troops  that 
landed  at  Halifax.  He  was  with  Braddock 
at  his  defeat  in  1755,  and  was  there  severe- 
ly wounded.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
French  and  Indian  war  Gates  purchased  an 
estate  in  Virginia,  and,  resigning  from  the 
British  army,  settled  down  to  life  as  a 
planter.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
colonies  and  was  made  adjutant-general  of 
the  Continental  forces  with  the  rank  o\ 
brigadier-general.  He  accompanied  Wash- 
ington when  he  assumed  the  command  of 
the  army.  In  June,  1776,  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  of  the  army  of  Canada, 
but  was  superseded  in  May  of  the  following 
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year  by  General  Schuyler.  In  August, 
1777,  however,  the  command  of  that  army 
was  restored  to  General  Gates  and  Septem- 
ber 19  he  fought  the  battle  of  Bemis 
Heights.  October  7,  the  same  year,  he 
won  the  battle  of  Stillwater,  or  Saratoga, 
and  October  17  received  the  surrender  of 
General  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  the  pivotal 
point  of  the  war.  This  gave  him  a  brilliant 
reputation.  June  13,  1780,  General  Gates 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
southern  military  division,  and  August  16  of 
that  year  suffered  defeat  at  the  hands  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  at  Camden,  North  Car- 
olina. In  December  following  he  was 
superseded  in  the  command  by  General 
Nathaniel  Greene. 

On  the  signing  of  the  peace  treaty  Gen- 
eral Gates  retired  to  his  plantation  in 
Berkeley  county,  Virginia,  where  he  lived 
until  1790,  when,  emancipating  all  his 
slaves,  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  April   10,  1806. 


LYMAN  J.  GAGE.— When  President  Mc- 
Kinley  selected  Lyman  J.  Gage  as  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  he  chose  one  of  the 
most  eminent  financiers  of  the  century.  Mr. 
Gage  was  born  June  28,  1836,  at  De  Ruy- 
ter,  Madison  county,  New  York,  and  was  of 
English  descent.  He  went  to  Rome,  New 
York,  with  his  parents  when  he  was  ten 
years  old,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  Rome  Academy.  Mr.  Gage  gradu- 
ated from  the  same,  and  his  first  position 
was  that  of  a  clerk  in  the  post  office.  When 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  was  detailed 
as  mail  agent  on  the  Rome  &  Watertown 
R.  R.  until  the  postmaster-general  appointed 
regular  agents  for  the  route.  In  1854,  when 
he  was  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  entered 
the  Oneida  Central  Bank  at  Rome  as  a 
junior  clerk  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred  dol- 


lars per  year.  Being  unable  at  the  end  of 
one  year  and  a  half's  service  to  obtain  an 
increase  in  salary  he  determined  to  seek  a 
wider  field  of  labor.  Mr.  Gage  set  out  in 
the  fall  of  i<S55  and  arrived  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  on  October  3,  and  soon  obtained  a 
situation  in  Nathan  Cobb's  lumber  yard  and 
planing  mill.  He  remained  there  three  years 
as  a  bookkeeper,  teamster,  etc.,  and  left  on 
account  of  change  in  the  management.  But 
not  being  able  to  find  anything  else  to  do  he 
accepted  the  position  of  night  watchman  in 
the  place  for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  He 
then  became  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Mer- 
chants Saving,  Loan  and  Trust  Company  at 
a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  year. 
He  rapidly  advanced  in  the  service  of  this 
company  and  in  186S  he  was  made  cashier. 
Mr.  Gage  was  next  offered  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  ac- 
cepted the  offer.  He  became  the  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chicago  Jan- 
uary 24,  1 89 1,  and  in  1897  he  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  His  ability  as  a 
financier  and  the  prominent  part  he  took  in 
the  discussion  of  financial  affairs  while  presi- 
dent of  the  great  Chicago  bank  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 


ANDREW  JACKSON,  the  seventh  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  the  Waxhaw  settlement.  Union  county, 
North  Carolina,  March  15,  1767.  His 
parents  were  Scotch-Irish,  natives  of  Carr- 
ickfergus,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1665 
and  settled  on  Twelve-Mile  creek,  a  trib- 
utary of  the  Catawba.  His  father,  who 
was  a  poor  farm  laborer,  died  shortly  be- 
fore Andrew's  birth,  when  the  mother  re- 
moved to  Waxhaw,  where  some  relatives 
lived.  Andrew's  education  was  very  limited, 
he  showing  no  aptitude  for  study.  In  1780 
when  but  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  and    his 
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brother  Robert  volunteered  to  serve  in  the 
American  partisan  troops  under  General 
Sumter,  and  witnessed  the  defeat  at  Hang- 
ing Rock.  The  following  year  the  boys 
were  both  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy 
and  endured  brutal  treatment  from  the 
British  officers  while  confined  at  Camden. 
They  both  took  the  small  pox,  when  the 
mother  procured  their  exchange  but  Robert 
died  shortly  after.  The  mother  died  in 
Charleston  of  ship  fever,  the  same  year. 

Young  Jackson,  now  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances, worked  for  about  six  months  in 
a  saddler's  shop,  and  then  turned  school 
master,  although  but  little  fitted  for  the 
position.  He  now  began  to  think  of  a  pro- 
fession and  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina, 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law,  but  from  all 
accounts  gave  but  little  attention  to  his 
books,  being  one  of  the  most  roistering, 
rollicking  fellows  in  that  town,  indulging  in 
many  of  the  vices  of  his  time.  In  1786  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  in  1788  re- 
moved to  Nashville,  then  in  North  Carolina, 
with  the  appointment  of  public  prosecutor, 
then  an  office  of  little  honor  or  emolument, 
but  requiring  much  nerve,  for  which  young 
Jackson  was  already  noted.  Two  years 
later,  when  Tennessee  became  a  territory 
he  was  appointed  by  Washington  to  the 
position  of  United  States  attorney  for  that 
district.  In  1791  he  married  Mrs.  Rachel 
Robards,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Don- 
elson,  who  was  supposed  at  the  time  to 
have  been  divorced  from  her  former  hus- 
band that  year  by  act  of  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  two  years  later,  on  finding  that 
this  divorce  was  not  legal,  and  a  new  bill  of 
separation  being  granted  by  the  courts  of 
Kentucky,  they  were  remarried  in  1793. 
This  was  used  as  a  handle  by  his  oppo- 
nents in  the  political  campaign  afterwards. 
Jackson  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  as  United 


States  attorney  and  obtained  much  influence. 
He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1796,  when  Tennessee 
became  a  state  and  was  its  first  represent- 
ative in  congress.  In  1797  he  was  chosen 
United  States  senator,  but  resigned  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  accept  a  seat  on  the  supreme 
court  of  Tennessee  which  he  held  until 
1804.  He  was  elected  major-general  of 
the  militia  of  that  state  in  1801.  In  1804, 
being  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  the  govern- 
orship of  Louisiana,  the  new  territory,  he 
retired  from  public  life  to  the  Hermitage, 
his  plantation.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  in  18 12  he  tendered 
his  services  to  the  government  and  went  to 
New  Orleans  with  the  Tennessee  troops  in 
January,  181 3.  In  March  of  that  year  he 
was  ordered  to  disband  his  troops,  but  later 
marched  against  the  Cherokee  Indians,  de- 
feating them  at  Talladega,  Emuckfaw 
and  Tallapoosa.  Having  now  a  national 
reputation,  he  was  appointed  major-general 
in  the  United  States  army  and  was  sent 
against  the  British  in  Florida.  He  con- 
ducted the  defence  of  Mobile  and  seized 
Pensacola.  He  then  went  with  his,  troops 
to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  he  gained 
the  famous  victory  of  January  8,  18 15.  In 
18 17-18  he  conducted  a  war  against  the 
Seminoles,  and  in  1821  was  made  governor 
of  the  new  territory  of  Florida.  In  1823 
he  was  elected  United  States  senator,  but 
in  1824  was  the  contestant  with  J.  Q.  Adams 
for  the  presidency.  Four  years  later  he 
was  elected  president,  and  served  two  terms. 
In  1832  he  took  vigorous  action  against  the 
nullifiers  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  next 
year  removed  the  public  money  from  the 
United  States  bank.  During  his  second 
term  the  national  debt  was  extinguished.  At 
the  close  of  his  administration  he  retired  to 
the  Hermitage,  where  he  died  June  8,  1845. 
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ANDREW  CARNEGIE,  the  largest  manu- 
facturer of  pig-iron,  steel  rails  and 
coke  in  the  world,  well  deserves  a  place 
among  America's  celebrated  men.  He  was 
born  November  25,  1835,  at  Dunfermline, 
Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  father  in  1845,  settling  in  Pittsburg. 
Two  years  later  Mr.  Carnegie  began  his 
business  career  by  attending  a  small  station- 
ary engine.  This  work  did  not  suit  him  and 
he  became  a  telegraph  messenger  with  the 
Atlantic  and  Ohio  Co.,  and  later  he  became 
an  operator,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  read 
telegraphic  signals  by  sound.  Mr.  Carnegie 
was  afterward  sent  to  the  Pittsburg  office 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  as  clerk 
to  the  superintendent  and  manager  of  the 
telegraph  lines.  While  in  this  position  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Woodruff,  the 
inventor  of  the  sleeping-car.  Mr.  Carnegie 
immediately  became  interested  and  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  company  for  its  con- 
struction after  the  railroad  had  adopted  it, 
and  the  success  of  this  venture  gave  him  the 
nucleus  of  his  wealth.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  superintendency  of  the  Pittsburg 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and 
about  this  time  was  one  of  the  syndicate 
that  purchased  the  Storey  farm  on  Oil  Creek 
which  cost  forty  thousand  dollars  and  in  one 
year  it  yielded  over  one  million  dollars  in 
cash  dividends.  Mr.  Carnegie  later  was  as- 
sociated with  others  in  establishing  a  rolling- 
mill,  and  from  this  has  grown  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  complete  system  of  iron  and 
steel  industries  ever  controlled  by  one  indi- 
vidual, embracing  the  Edgar  Thomson 
Steel  Works;  Pittsburg  Bessemer  Steel 
Works;  Lucy  Furnaces;  Union  Iron  Mills; 
Union  Mill;  Keystone  Bridge  Works;  Hart- 
man  Steel  Works;  Frick  Coke  Co.;  Scotia 
Ore  Mines.  Besides  directing  his  immense 
iron  industries   he   owned   eighteen  English 


newspapers  which  he  ran  in  the  interest  of 
the  Radicals.  He  has  also  devoted  large 
sums  of  money  to  benevolent  and  educational 
purposes.  In  1879  he  erected  commodious 
swimming  baths  for  the  people  of  Dunferm- 
line, Scotland,  and  in  the  following  year 
gave  forty  thousand  dollars  for  a  free  library. 
Mr.  Carnegie  gave  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  1884 
to  found  what  is  now  called  "Carnegie  Lab- 
oratory,"  and  in  1885  gave  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  Pittsburg  for  a  public 
library.  He  also  gave  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  a  music  hall  and  library 
in  Allegheny  City  in  1886,  and  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, for  a  free  library.  He  also  established 
free  libraries  at  Braddock,  Pennsylvania, 
and  other  places  for  the  benefit  of  his  em- 
ployes. He  also  published  the  following 
works,  "An  American  Four-in-hand  in 
Britain;"  "  Round  the  World;"  "Trium- 
phant Democracy;  or  Fifty  Years'  March  of 
the  Republic." 


GEORGE  H.  THOMAS,  the  "  Rock  of 
Chickamauga,"  one  of  the  best  known 
commanders  during  the  late  Civil  war,  was 
born  in  Southampton  county,  Virginia,  July 
31,  18 16,  his  parents  being  of  Welsh  and 
French  origin  respectively.  In  1836  young 
Thomas  was  appointed  a  cadet  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  at  West  Point,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1840,  and  was  promoted  to 
the  office  of  second  lieutenant  in  the  Third 
Artillery.  Shortly  after,  with  his  company, 
he  went  to  Florida,  where  he  served  for  two 
years  against  the  Seminole  Indians.  In 
1 84 1  he  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  for 
gallant  conduct.  He  remained  in  garrison 
in  the  south  and  southwest  until  1845,  at 
which  date  with  the  regiment  he  joined  the 
army  under  General  Taylor,  and  participate 
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ed  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Brown,  the  storm- 
ing of  Monterey  and  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista.  After  the  latter  event  he  remained 
in  garrison,  now  brevetted  major,  until  the 
close  of  the  Mexican  war.  After  a  year 
spent  in  Florida,  Captain  Thomas  was  or- 
dered to  West  Point,  where  he  served  as  in- 
structor until  1854.  He  then  was  trans- 
ferred to  California.  In  May,  1855,  Thom- 
as was  appointed  major  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry, with  whom  he  spent  five  years  in  Texas. 
Although  a  southern  man,  and  surrounded 
by  brother  officers  who  all  were  afterwards 
in  the  Confederate  service,  Major  Thomas 
never  swerved  from  his  allegiance  to  the 
government.  A.  S.  Johnston  was  the  col- 
onel of  the  regiment,  R.  E.  Lee  the  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, and  W.  J.  Hardee,  senior  ma- 
jor, while  among  the  younger  officers  were 
Hood,  Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  Van  Dorn  and  Kirby 
Smith.  When  these  officers  left  the  regi- 
ment to  take  up  arms  for  the  (Confederate 
cause  he  remained  with  it,  and  April  i/th, 
1 86 1,  crossed  the  Potomac  into  his  native 
state,  at  its  head.  After  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  opening  scenes  of  the  war  on  the  Poto- 
mac and  Shenandoah,  in  August,  1861,  he 
was  promoted  to  be  brigadier-general  and 
transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
January  19-20,  1862,  Thomas  defeated 
Crittenden  at  Mill  Springs,  and  this  brought 
him  into  notice  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  fame.  He  continued  in  command  of  his 
division  until  September  20,  1862,  except 
during  the  Corinth  campaign  when  he  com- 
manded the  right  wing  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  He  was  in  command  of  the 
latter  at  the  battle  of  Perryville,  also,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1862. 

On  the  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland into  corps,  January  9,  1863,  Gen- 
eral Thomas  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Fourteenth,  and  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 


amauga,  after  the  retreat  of  Rosecrans. 
firmly  held  his  own  against  the  hosts  of  Gen- 
eral Bragg.  A  history  of  his  services  from 
that  on  would  be  a  history  of  the  war  in  the 
southwest.  On  September  27,  1864,  Gen- 
eral Thomas  was  given  command  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  after  organizing  his  army,  de- 
feated General  Hood  in  the  battle  of  Nash- 
ville, December  15  and  16,  1864.  Much 
complaint  was  made  before  this  on  account 
of  what  they  termed  Thomas'  slowness,  and 
he  was  about  to  be  superseded  because  he 
would  not  strike  until  he  got  ready,  but 
when  the  blow  was  struck  General  Grant 
was  the  first  to  place  on  record  this  vindica- 
tion of  Thomas'  judgment.  He  received  a 
vote  of  thanks  from  Congress,  and  from  the 
legislature  of  Tennessee  a  gold  medal.  Af- 
ter the  close  of  the  war  General  Thomas 
had  command  of  several  of  the  military  di- 
visions, and  died  at  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, March  28,  1870. 


GEORGE  BANCROFT,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  American  historians,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  born  at  Worcester, 
October  3,  1800,  and  a  son  of  Aaron 
Bancroft,  D.  D.  The  father,  Aaron  Ban- 
croft, was  born  at  Reading,  Massachusetts, 
November  10,  1755.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1778,  became  a  minister,  and  for 
half  a  century  was  rated  as  one  of  the  ablest 
preachers  in  New  England.  He  was  also  a 
prolific  writer  and  published  a  number  of 
works  among  which  was  ' '  Life  of  George 
Washington."  Aaron  Bancroft  died  August 
19,  1839. 

The  subject  of  our  present  biography, 
George  Bancroft,  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1817,  and  the  following  year  entered  the 
University  of  Gottingen,  where  he  studied 
history  and  philology  under  the  most  emi- 
nent teachers,  and  in  1820  received  the  de- 
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jjree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  at  Gottingen. 
Upon  his  return  home  he  published  a  volume 
of  poems,  and  later  a  translation  of  Heeren's 
"  Reflections  on  the  Politics  of  Ancient 
Greece."  In  1834  he  produced  the  first 
volume  of  his  "  History  of  the  United 
States,"  this  being  followed  by  other  vol- 
umes at  different  intervals  later.  This  was 
bis  greatest  work  and  ranks  as  the  highest 
authority,  taking  its  place  among  the  great- 
est of  American  productions. 

George  Bancroft  was  appointed  secretary 
of  the  navy  by  President  Polk  in  1845,  but 
resigned  in  1846  and  became  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  England.  In  1849  he  retired 
from  public  life  and  took  up  his  residence  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  In  1867  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  minister  to  the  court  of 
Berlin  and  negotiated  thetreatybywlilchGer- 
mans  coming  to  the  United  States  were  re- 
leased from  their  allegiance  to  the  govern- 
ment of  their  native  land.  In  1871  he  was 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  German  em- 
pire and  served  until  1874.  The  death  of 
George  Bancroft  occurred  January  17,  1891. 


GEORGE  GORDON  MEADE,  a  fa- 
mous Union  general,  was  born  at 
Cadiz,  Spain,  December  30,  181  5,  his  father 
being  United  States  naval  agent  at  that 
port.  After  receiving  a  good  education  he 
entered  the  West  Point  Military  Academy 
in  1 83 1.  From  here  he  was  graduated 
June  30,  1835,  ^nd  received  the  rank  of 
second  lieutenant  of  artillery.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  Seminole  war,  but  resigned 
from  the  army  in  October,  1836.  He  en- 
tered upon  the  profession  of  civil  engineer, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years,  part  of 
the  time  in  the  service  of  the  government  in 
making  surveys  of  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  His  report  and  results  of  some 
experiments    made  by  him   in  this    service 


gained  Meade  much  credit.  He  also  was 
employed  in  surveying  the  boundary  line  of 
Texas  and  the  northeastern  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
In  1842  he  was  reappointed  in  the  army  to 
the  position  of  second  lieutenant  of  engineers. 
During  the  Mexican  war  he  served  with  dis- 
tinction on  the  staff  of  General  Taylor  in 
the  battles  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma 
and  the  storming  of  Monterey.  He  received 
his  brevet  of  first  lieutenant  for  the  latter 
action.  In  185 1  he  was  made  full  first 
lieutenant  in  his  corps;  a  captain  in  1856, 
and  major  soon  after.  At  the  close  of  the 
v/ar  with  Mexico  he  was  employed  in  light- 
house construction  and  in  geodetic  surveys 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
which  he  gained  great  reputation.  In 
August,  1 86 1,  he  was  made  brigadier-general 
of  volunteers  and  placed  in  command  of  the 
second  brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
a  division  of  the  First  Corps  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  In  the  campaign  of  1862, 
under  McClellan,  Meade  took  an  active 
part,  being  present  at  the  battles  of  Mechan- 
icsville,  Gaines'  Mill  and  Glendale,  in  the 
latter  of  which  he  was  severely  wounded. 
On  rejoining  his  command  he  was  given  a 
division  and  distinguished  himself  at  its  head 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antie- 
tam.  During  the  latter,  on  the  wounding 
of  General  Hooker,  Meade  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  corps  and  was  himself 
slightly  wounded.  For  services  he  was 
promoted,  November,  1862,  to  the  rank 
of  major-general  of  volunteers.  On  the 
recovery  of  General  Hooker  General  Meade 
returned  to  his  division  and  in  December, 
1862,  at  Fredericksburg,  led  an  attack 
which  penetrated  Lee's  right  line  and  swept 
to  his  rear.  Being  outnumbered  and  un- 
supported, he  finally  was  driven  back.  The 
same    month    Meade    was    assigned  to  the 
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command  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  in  May,  1863,  his  sagacity  and 
ability  so  struck  General  Hooker  that  when 
the  latter  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  com- 
mand, in  June  of  the  same  year,  he  nomi- 
nated Meade  as  his  successor.  June  28, 
1863,  President  Lincoln  commissioned  Gen- 
eral Meade  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  then  scattered  and  moving 
hastily  through  Pennsylvania  to  the  great 
and  decisive  battlefield  at  Gettysburg,  at 
which  he  was  in  full  command.  With  the 
victory  on  those  July  days  the  name  of 
Meade  will  ever  be  associated.  From  that 
time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  com- 
manded the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In 
1864  General  Grant,  being  placed  at  the 
head  of  all  the  armies,  took  up  his  quarters 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  that 
time  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appo- 
matox  Meade's  ability  shone  conspicuously, 
and  his  tact  in  the  delicate  position  in  lead- 
ing his  army  under  the  eye  of  his  superior 
officer  comm.anded  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  General  Grant.  For  services  Meade  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  and 
on  the  close  of  hostilities,  in  July,  1865, 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  military 
division  of  the  Atlantic,  with  headquarters 
at  Philadelphia.  This  post  he  held,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  period  on  detached 
duty  in  Georgia,  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  November  6,  1872. 


DAVID  CROCKETT  was  a  noted  hunter 
and  scout,  and  also  one  of  the  earliest 
of  American  humorists.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 17,  1786,  in  Tennessee,  and  was  one 
of  the  m.ost  prominent  men  of  his  locality, 
serving  as  representative  in  congress  from 
1827  until  1 83 1.  He  attracted  consider- 
able notice  while  a  member  of  congress  and 
was  closely  associated  with  General  Jack- 


son, of  whom  he  was  a  personal  friend.  Ke 
went  to  Texas  and  enlisted  in  the  Texan 
army  at  the  time  of  the  revolt  of  Texas 
against  Mexico  and  gained  a  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  scout.  He  was  one  of  the  famous 
one  hundred  and  forty  men  under  Colonel 
W.  B.  Travis  who  v/ere  besieged  in  Fort 
Alamo,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas,  by  Gen- 
eral Santa  Anna  with  some  five  thousand 
Mexicans  on  February  23,  1836.  The  fort 
was  defended  for  ten  days,  frequent  assaults 
being  repelled  with  great  slaughter,  over 
one  thousand  Mexicans  being  killed  or 
wounded,  while  not  a  man  in  the  fort  was 
injured.  Finally,  on  March  6,  three  as- 
saults were  made,  and  in  the  hand-to-hand 
fight  that  followed  the  last,  the  Texans  were 
wofuliy  outnumbered  and  overpowered. 
They  fought  desperately  with  clubbed  mus- 
kets till  only  six  were  left  alive,  including 
W.  B.  Travis,  David  Crockett  and  James 
Bowie.  These  surrendered  under  promise 
of  protection;  but  when  they  were  brought 
before  Santa  Anna  he  ordered  them  all  to 
be  cut  to  pieces. 


HENRY  WATTERSON,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  figures  in  the  history  of 
American  journalism,  was  born  at  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia,  February  16, 
1840.  His  boyhood  daj^s  were  mostly  spent 
in  the  city  of  his  birth,  where  his  father, 
Harvey  M.  Watterson,  was  editor  of  the 
"Union,"  a  well  known  journal. 

Owing  to  a  weakness  of  the  eyes,  which 
interfered  with  a  systematic  course  of  study, 
young  Watterson  was  educated  almost  en- 
tirely at  home.  A  successful  college  career 
was  out  of  the  question,  but  he  acquired  a 
good  knowledge  of  music,  literature  and  art 
from  private  tutors,  but  the  most  valuable 
part  of  the  training  he  received  w^as  by  as- 
sociating with  his  father  and  the  throng  of 
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public  men  whom  he  met  in  Washington 
in  the  stirring  days  immediately  preceding 
the  Civil  war.  He  began  his  journalistic 
career  at  an  early  age  as  dramatic  and 
musical  critic,  and  in  1858,  became  editor 
of  the  "Democratic  Review"  and  at  the 
same  time  contributed  to  the  "States," 
a  journal  of  liberal  opinions  published  in 
Washington.  In  this  he  remained  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  the 
"States,"  opposing  the  administration,  was 
suppressed,  and  young  Watterson  removed 
to  Tennessee.  He  ne.xt  appears  as  editor 
of  the  Nashville  "Republican  Banner,"  the 
most  influential  paper  in  the  state  at  that 
time.  After  the  occupation  of  Nashville  by 
the  Federal  troops,  Watterson  served  as  a 
volunteer  staff  officer  in  the  Confederate 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  with  the 
exception  of  a  year  spent  in  editing  the 
Chattanooga  "Rebel."  On  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  to  Nashville  and  re- 
sumed his  connection  with  the  "Banner." 
After  a  trip  to  Europe  he  assumed  control 
of  the  Louisville  "Journal,"  which  he  soon 
combined  with  the  "Courier"  and  the 
"Democrat"  of  that  place,  founding  the 
well-known  "Courier-Journal,"  the  first 
number  of  which  appeared  November  8, 
1868.  Mr.  Watterson  also  represented  his 
district  in  congress  for  several  years. 


PATRICK  SARSFIELD  GILMORE, 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  widely 
known  bandmasters  and  musicians  of  the 
last  half  century  in  America,  was  born  in 
Ballygar,  Ireland,  on  Christmas  day,  1829. 
He  attended  a  public  school  until  appren- 
ticed to  a  wholesale  merchant  at  Athlone, 
of  the  brass  band  of  which  town  he  soon 
became  a  member.  His  passion  for  music 
conflicting  with  the  duties  of  a  mercantile 
life,  his  position  as  clerk  was  exchanged  for 


that  of  musical  instructor  to  the  young  sons 
of  his  employer.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
sailed  for  America  and  two  days  after  his 
arrival  in  Boston  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
band  instrument  department  of  a  prominent 
music  house.  In  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lications of  this  house  he  organized  a  minstrel 
company  known  as  "Ordway's  Eolians," 
with  which  he  first  achieved  success  as  a 
cornet  soloist.  Later  on  he  was  called  the 
best  E-flat  cornetist  in  the  United  States. 
He  became  leader,  successively,  of  the  Suf- 
folk, Boston  Brigade  and  Salem  bands. 
During  his  connection  with  the  latter  he 
inaugurated  the  famous  Fourth  of  July  con- 
certs on  Boston  Common,  since  adopted  as 
a  regular  programme  for  the  celebration  of 
Independence  Day.  In  1858  Mr.  Gilmore 
founded  the  organization  famous  thereafter 
as  Gilmore's  Band.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  this  band  was  attached  to  the 
Twenty-Fourth  .Massachusetts  Infantry. 
Later,  when  the  economical  policy  of  dis- 
pensing with  music  had  proved  a  mistake, 
Gilmore  was  entrusted  with  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  state  military  bands,  and  upon  his 
arrival  at  New  Orleans  with  his  own  band 
was  made  bandmaster-general  by  General 
Banks.  On  the  inauguration  of  Governor 
Hahn,  later  on,  in  Lafayette  square,  New 
Orleans,  ten  thousand  children,  mostly  of 
Confederate  parents,  rose  to  the  baton  of 
Gilmore  and,  accompanied  by  six  hundred 
instruments,  thirty-six  guns  and  the  united 
fire  of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  sang  th^ 
Star-Spangled  Banner,  America  and  other 
patriotic  Union  airs.  In  June,  1867,  Mr. 
Gilmore  conceived  a  national  musical  festi- 
val, which  was  denounced  as  a  chimerical 
undertaking,  but  he  succeeded  and  June  15, 
1869,  stepped  upon  the  stage  of  the  Boston 
Colosseum,  a  vast  structure  erected  for  the 
occasion,  and  in  the  presence  of  over  fifty 
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thousand  people  lifted  his  baton  over  an 
orchestra  of  one  thousand  and  a  chorus  of 
ten  thousand.  On  the  17th  of  June,  1872, 
he  opened  a  still  greater  festival  in  Boston, 
when,  in  addition  to  an  orchestra  of  two 
thousand  and  a  chorus  of  twenty  thousand, 
were  present  the  Band  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards,  of  London,  of  the  Garde  Repub- 
licaine,  of  Paris,  of  Kaiser  Fran2,  of  Berlin, 
and  one  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  together  with 
Johann  Strauss,  Franz  Abt  and  many  other 
soloists,  vocal  and  instrumental.  Gilmore's 
death  occurred  September  24,  1892. 


M 


ARTIN  VAN  BUREN  was  the  eighth 
president  of  the  United  States,  1837 
to  1 841.  He  was  of  Dutch  extraction,  and 
his  ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  He  was 
born  December  5,  1782,  at  Kinderhook, 
New  York.  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  up  the 
study  of  law  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  took 
an  active  part  in  political  matters  before  he 
had  attained  his  majority.  He  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  1803  at  his  native 
town,  and  in  1809  he  removed  to  Hudson, 
Columbia  county,  New  York,  where  he 
spent  seven  years  gaining  strength  and  wis- 
dom from  his  contentions  at  the  bar  with 
some  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  profession. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate,  and  from  181 5  until  18 19  he  was  at- 
torney-general of  the  state.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  senate  in  18 16,  and  in  1818 
he  was  one  of  the  famous  clique  of  politi- 
cians known  as  the  "Albany  regency." 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  a  member  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  revision  of  the  state  consti- 
tution, in  1821.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  and 
served  his  term  in  a  manner  that  caused  his 
re-election  to  that  body  in  1827,"  but  re- 
signed the  following  year   as  he  had  been 


elected  governor  of  New  York.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  appointed  by  President  Jackson  as 
secretary  of  state  in  March,  1829,  but  resigned 
in  1 83 1,  and  during  the  recess  of  congress 
he  was  appointed  minister  to  England. 
The  senate,  however,  when  it  convened  in 
December  refused  to  ratify  the  appointment. 
In  May,  1832,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democrats  as  their  candidate  for  vice-presi- 
dent on  the  ticket  with  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  he  was  elected  in  the  following  Novem- 
ber. He  received  the  nomination  to  suc- 
ceed President  Jackson  in  1836,  as  the 
Democratic  candidate,  and  in  the  electoral 
college  he  received  one  hundred  and  seventy 
votes  out  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  was  inaugurated  March  4,  1837.  His 
administration  was  begun  at  a  time  of  great 
business  depression, and  unparalled  financial 
distress,  which  caused  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks.  Nearly 
every  bank  in  the  country  was  forced  to 
suspend  specie  payment,  and  no  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  business  houses 
failed  in  New  York  in  one  week.  The 
President  urged  the  adoption  of  the  inde- 
pendent treasury  idea,  which  passed  through 
the  senate  twice  but  each  time  it  was  de- 
feated in  the  house.  However  the  measure 
ultimately  became  a  law  near  the  close  of 
President  Van  Buren's  term  of  office.  An- 
other important  measure  that  was  passed 
was  the  pre-emption  law  that  gave  the  act- 
ual settlers  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
public  lands.  The  question  of  slavery  had 
begun  to  assume  great  preponderance  dur- 
ing this  administration,  and  a  great  conflict 
was  tided  over  by  the  passage  of  a  resolu- 
tion that  prohibited  petitions  or  papers  that 
in  any  way  related  to  slavery  to  be  acted 
upon.  In  the  Democratic  convention  of 
1840  President  Van  Buren  secured  the 
nomination  for   re-election    on   that   ticket 
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without  opposition,  but  in  the  election  he 
only  received  the  votes  of  seven  states,  his 
opponent,  W.  H.  Harrison,  being  elected 
president.  In  1848  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
the  candidate  of  the  *'  Free-Soilers,"  but 
was  unsuccessful.  After  this  he  retired 
from  public  life  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  on  his  estate  at  Kinderhook,  where 
he  died  July  24,  1862. 


W INFIELD  SCOTT,  a  distinguished 
American  general,  was  born  June  13, 
1786,  near  Petersburg,  Dinwiddie  county, 
Virginia,  and  was  educated  at  the  William 
and  Mary  College.  He  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  1808  he  accepted 
an  appointment  as  captain  of  light  artillery, 
and  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans.     In  June, 

1812,  he  was  promoted  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  on  application  was  sent  to  the 
frontier,  and  reported  to  General  Smyth, 
near  Buffalo.  He  was  made  adjutant-gen- 
eral with  the  rank  of  a    colonel,  in  March, 

1 8 1 3,  and  the  same  month  attained  the  colo- 
nelcy of  his  regiment.  He  participated  in 
the  principal  battles  of  the  war  and  was 
wounded  many  times,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  voted  a  gold  medal  by  con- 
gress for  his  services.  He  was  a  writer  of 
considerable  merit  on  military  topics,  and 
he  gave  to  the  military  science,  "General 
Regulations  of  the  Army  "  and  "  System  of 
Infantry  and  Rifle  Practice."  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican  war  he 
was  appointed  to  take  the  command  of  the 
army.  Gen.  Scott  immediately  assembled 
his  troops  at  Lobos  Island  from  which  he 
moved  by  transports  to  Vera  Cruz,  which 
he  took  March  29,  1847,  and  rapidly  fol- 
lowed up  his  first  success.  He  fought  the 
battles  of  Cerro  Gordo  and  Jalapa,  both  of 
which    he   won,  and    proceeded    to   Pueblo 


where  he  was  preceded  by  Worth's  division 
which  had  taken  the  town  and  waited  for  the 
coming  of  Scott.  The  army  was  forced  to 
wait  here  for  supplies,  and  August  7th, 
General  Scott  started  on  his  victorious 
march  to  the  city  of  Mexico  with  ten  thou- 
sand, seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  men. 
The  battles  of  Contreras,  Cherubusco  and 
San  Antonio  were  fought  August  19-20, 
and  on  the  24th  an  armistice  was  agreed 
upon,  but  as  the  commissioners  could  not 
agree  on  the  terms  of  settlement,  the  fight- 
ing was  renewed  at  Molino  Del  Rey,  and 
the  Heights  of  Chapultepec  were  carried 
by  the  victorious  army  of  General  Scott. 
He  gave  the  enemy  no  respite,  however, 
and  vigorously  followed  up  his  advantages. 
On  September  14,  he  entered  the  City  of 
Mexico  and  dictated  the  terms  of  surrender 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
General  Scott  was  offered  the  presidency  of 
the  Mexican  Republic,  but  declined.  Con- 
gress extended  him  a  vote  of  thanks  and 
ordered  a  gold  medal  be  struck  in  honor  of 
his  generalship  and  bravery.  He  was  can- 
didate for  the  presidency  on  the  Whig  plat- 
form but  was  defeated.  He  was  honored  by 
having  the  title  of  lieutenant-general  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  1 8  5  5 .  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  war  he  was  too  infirm  to  take  charge 
of  the  army,  but  did  signal  service  in  be- 
half of  the  government.  He  retired  from 
the  service  November  i,  1861,  and  in  1864 
he  published  his  "Autobiography."  Gen- 
eral Scott  died  at  West  Point,  May  29,  1 866. 


EDWARD  EVERETT  HALE  for  man/ 
years  occupied  a  high  place  among  the 
most  honored  of  America's  citizens.  As 
a  preacher  he  ranks  among  the  foremost 
in  the  New  England  states,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral  pubdic  he  is  best  known  through  his 
writings.      Born  in  Boston,    Mass.,  April  3, 
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1822,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most 
prominent  New  England  families,  heenjo3^ed 
in  his  youth  many  of  the  advantages  denied 
the  majority  of  boys.  He  received  his  pre- 
paratory schooling  at  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  after  which  he  finished  his  studies  at 
Harvard  where  he  was  graduated  with  high 
honors  in  1839.  Having  studied  theology 
at  home,  Mr.  Hale  embraced  the  ministry 
and  in  1846  became  pastor  of  a  Unitarian 
church  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  a  post 
which  he  occupied  about  ten  years.  He 
then,  in  1856,  became  pastor  of  the  South 
Congregational  church  in  Boston,  over  which 
he  presided  many  years. 

Mr.  Hale  also  found  time  to  write  a 
great  many  literary  works  of  a  high  class. 
Among  many  other  well-known  productions 
Df  his  are  "  The  Rosary,"  "  Margaret  Per- 
cival  in  America,"  "Sketches  of  Christian 
-iistory,"  "Kansas  and  Nebraska,"  "Let- 
ters on  Irish  Emigration,"  "  Ninety  Days' 
Worth  of  Europe,"  "  If,  Yes,  and  Perhaps," 
"Ingham  Papers,"  "Reformation,"  "Level 
Best  and  Other  Stories, "  ' '  Ups  and  Downs,  " 
"Christmas  Eve  and  Christmas  Day,"  "  In 
His  Name,"  "Our  New  Crusade,"  "  Work- 
ingmen's  Homes,"  "  Boys'  Heroes,"  etc., 
etc.,  besides  many  others  which  might  be 
mentioned.  One  of  his  works,  "In  His 
Name,"  has  earned  itself  enduring  fame  by 
the  good  deeds  it  has  called  forth.  The 
numerous  associations  known  as  •  'The  King's 
Daughters,"  which  has  accomplished  much 
good,  owe  their  existence  to  the  story  men- 
tioned. 

DAVID  GLASCOE  FARRAGUT  stands 
pre-eminent  as  one  of  the  greatest  na- 
val officers  of  the  world.  He  was  born  at 
Campbell's  Station,  East  Tennessee,  July 
5,  1 80 1,  and  entered  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  as  a  midshipman.      He  had  the  good 


fortune  to  serve  under  Captain  David  Por- 
ter, who  commanded  the  "  Essex,"  and  by 
whom  he  was  taught  the  ideas  of  devotion 
to  duty  from  which  he  never  swerved  dur- 
ing all  his  career.  In  1823  Mr.  Farragut 
took  part  in  a  severe  fight,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the 
West  Indies.  He  then  entered  upon  the 
regular  duties  of  his  profession  which  was 
only  broken  into  by  a  year's  residence  with 
Charles  Folsom,  our  consul  at  Tunis,  who 
was  afterwards  a  distinguished  professor  at 
Harvard.  Mr.  Farragut  was  one  of  the  best 
linguists  in  the  navy.  He  had  risen  through 
the  different  grades  of  the  service  until  the 
war  of  1861-65  found  him  a  captain  resid- 
ing at  Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  removed  with 
his  family  to  Hastings,  on  the  Hudson,  and 
hastened  to  offer  his  services  to  the  Federal 
government,  and  as  the  capture  of  New 
Orleans  had  been  resolved  upon,  Farragut 
was  chosen  to  command  the  expedition. 
His  force  consisted  of  the  West  Gulf  block- 
ading squadron  and  Porter's  mortar  flotilla. 
In  January,  1862,  he  hoisted  his  pennant  at 
the  mizzen  peak  of  the  "Hartford"  at 
Hampton  roads,  set  sail  from  thence  on  the 
3rd  of  February  and  reached  Ship  Island  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month.  A  council  of 
war  was  held  on  the  20th  of  April,  in  which 
it  was  decided  that  whatever  was  to  be  done 
must  be  done  quickly.  The  signal  was  made 
from  the  flagship  and  accordingly  the  fleet 
weighed  anchor  at  1:55  on  the  morning  of 
April  24th,  and  at  3:30  the  whole  force  was 
under  way.  The  history  of  this  brilliant  strug- 
gle is  well  known,  and  the  glory  of  it  made  Far- 
ragut a  hero  and  also  made  him  rear  admir- 
al. In  the  summer  of  1 862  he  ran  the  batteries 
at  Vicksburg,  and  on  March  14,  1863,  he 
passed  through  the  fearful  and  destructive 
fire  from  Port  Hudson,  and  opened  up  com- 
munication   with    Flag-officer  Porter,    who 
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had  control  of  the  upper  Mississippi.  On 
May  24th  he  commenced  active  operations 
against  that  fort  in  conjunction  with  the  army 
and  it  fell  on  July  9th.  Mr.  Farragut  filled 
the  measure  of  his  fame  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust, 1864,  by  his  great  victory,  the  capture 
of  Mobile  Bay  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Confederate  fleet,  including  the  formidable 
ram  Tennessee.  For  this  victory  the  rank 
of  admiral  was  given  to  Mr.  Farragut.  He 
died  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Au- 
gust 4,   1870. 

GEORGE  W.  CHILDS,  a  philanthropist 
whose    remarkable    personality    stood 
for  the  best  and  highest  type  of  American 
citizenship,  and   whose   whole   life   was   an 
object   lesson  in   noble  living,  was  born  in 
1829   at   Baltimore,    Maryland,    of   humble 
parents,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  unremit- 
ting toil.      He  was  a  self-made  man  in  the 
fullest    sense   of  the   word,  and  gained  his 
great  wealth  by  his  own  efforts.      He  was  a 
man   of    very  great    influence,  and    this,  in 
conjunction    with    his    wealth,    would  have 
been,  in  the  hands  of  other  men,  a  means  of 
getting  them  political   preferment,  but  Mr. 
Childs  steadily  declined  any  suggestions  that 
would  bring    him    to   figure   prominently  in 
public  affairs.      He  did  not  choose  to  found 
a    financial    dynasty,    but    devoted    all    his 
powers  to   the  helping  of   others,  with  the 
most  enlightened  beneficence  and  broadest 
sympathy.      Mr.  Childs  once  remarked  that 
his  greatest  pleasure   in   life  was  in   doing 
good  to  others.      He  always  despised  mean- 
ness, and   one  of  his  objects  of  life  was  to 
prove  that  a  man  could  be  liberal  and  suc- 
cessful at  the  same  time.      Upon  these  lines 
Mr.  Childs  made  a  name  for  himself  as  the 
director  of  one  of  the  representative  news- 
papers of  America,  "The  Philadelphia  Pub- 
lic   Ledger,"  which    was    owned  jointly  by 
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himself  and  the  Drexel  estate,  and  which  he 
edited  for  thirty  years.  He  acquired  con- 
trol of  the  paper  at  a  time  when  it  was  be- 
ing published  at  a  heavy  loss,  set  it  upon  a 
firm  basis  of  prosperity,  and  he  made  it 
more  than  a  money- making  machine — he 
made  it  respected  as  an  exponent  of  the 
best  side  of  journalism,  and  it  stands  as  a 
monument  to  his  sound  judgment  and  up- 
right business  principles.  Mr.  Childs' char- 
itable repute  brought  him  many  applications 
for  assistance,  and  he  never  refused  to  help 
any  one  that  was  deserving  of  aid ;  and  not 
only  did  he  help  those  who  asked,  but  he 
would  by  careful  inquiry  find  those  who 
needed  aid  but  were  too  proud  to  solicit  it. 
He  was  a  considerable  employer  of  labor, 
and  his  liberality  was  almost  unparalleled. 
The  death  of  this  great  and  good  man  oc- 
curred February  3d,  189.4. 


PATRICK  HENRY  won  his  way  to  un- 
dying  fame  in  the  annals  of  the  early 
history  of  the  United  States  by  introducing 
into  the  house  of  burgesses  his  famous  reso- 
lution against  the  Stamp  Act,  which  he  car- 
ried through,  after  a  stormy  debate,  by  a 
majority  of  one.  At  this  time  he  exclaimed 
"  Caesar  had  his  Brutus,  Charles  I  his  Crom- 
well and  George  HI  "  (here  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  cries  of  "  treason  ")  "  may  profit 
by  their  example.  If  this  be  treason  make 
the  most  of  it." 

Patrick  Henry  was  born  at  Studley, 
Hanover  county,  Virginia,  May  29,  1736, 
and  was  a  son  of  Colonel  John  Henry,  a 
magistrate  and  school  teacher  of  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  and  a  nephew  of  Robertson,  the 
historian.  He  received  his  education  from 
his  father,  and  was  married  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  He  was  twice  bankrupted  before 
he  had  reached  his  twenty-fourth  year,  when 
after  six  weeks  of  study  he  was  admitted  to 
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the  bar.  He  worked  for  three  years  with- 
out a  case  and  finally  was  applauded  for  his 
plea  for  the  people's  rights  and  gained  im- 
mense popularity.  After  his  famous  Stamp 
Act  resolution  he  was  the  leader  of  the  pa- 
triots in  Virginia,  In  1769  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  general  courts  and  speed- 
ily won  a  fortune  by  his  distinguished  ability 
as  a  speaker.  He  was  the  first  speaker  of 
the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia  in 
1774.  He  was  for  a  time  a  colonel  of 
militia  in  1775,  and  from  1776  to  1779  and 
1 78 1  to  1786  he  was  governor  of  Virginia. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  retired  from  pub- 
lic life  and  was  tendered  and  declined  a 
number  of  important  political  offices,  and  in 
March,  1789,  he  was  elected  state  senator 
but  aid  not  take  his  seat  on  account  of  his 
death  which  occurred  at  Red  Hill,  Charlotte 
county,  Virginia,  June  6,   1799. 


BENEDICT  ARNOLD,  an  American 
general  and  traitor  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  is  one  of  the  noted  characters  in 
American  history.  He  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Connecticut,  January  3,  1740.  He 
ran  away  and  enlisted  in  the  army  when 
young,  but  deserted  in  a  short  time.  He 
then  became  a  merchant  at  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  but  failed.  In  1775  he  was 
commissioned  colonel  in  the  Massachusetts 
militia,  and  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  was 
placed  in  command  of  one  thousand  men 
for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  He  marched 
his  army  through  the  forests  of  Maine -and 
joined  General  Montgomery  before  Quebec. 
Their  combined  forces  attacked  that  city  on 
December  31,  1775,  and  Montgomery  was 
killed,  and  Arnold,  severely  wounded,  was 
compelled  to  retreat  and  endure  a  rigorous 
winter  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  where  they 
were  at  the  mercy  of  the  Canadian  troops 
had  they  cared  to  attack  them.      On  his  re- 


turn he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general.     He  was  given  command  of  a  small 
flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain,  with  which  he 
encountered  an  immense  force,  and  though 
defeated,  performed  many  deeds  of  valor. 
He  resented  the  action  of  congress  in  pro- 
moting a  number  of  his  fellow  officers  and 
neglecting  himself.      In   1777  he  was  made 
major-general,  and  under  General  Gates  at 
Bemis  Heights  fought  valiantly.      For  some 
reason    General  Gates   found  fault  with  his 
conduct  and  ordered  him  under  arrest,  and 
he  was  kept  in  his  tent  until  the  battle  of 
Stillwater   was    waxing  hot,   when  Arnold 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  to  the  front  of 
his  old  troop,  gave  command  to  charge,  and 
rode  like  a  mad   man   into   the   thickest  of 
the  fight  and  was   not  overtaken  by  Gates' 
courier  until  he  had  routed   the  enemy  and 
fell  wounded.      Upon  his  recovery  he  was 
made  general,  and  was  placed  in  command 
at  Philadelphia.      Here  he  married,  and  his 
acts  of  rapacity  soon   resulted  in  a  court- 
martial.      He    was    sentenced    to  be   repri- 
manded   by    the    commander-in-chief,    and 
though    Washington    performed    this    duty 
with  utmost  delicacy  and  consideration,  it 
was  never  forgiven.     Arnold  obtained  com- 
mand at  West  Point,  the   most   important 
post  held  by  the  Americans,   in    1780,  and 
immediately  offered  to  surrender  it  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  British  commander  at  New 
York.       Major    Andre  was  sent  to  arrange 
details  with  Arnold,  but  on  his  return  trip 
to  New  York  he  was  captured  by  Americans, 
the  plot  was  detected,  and  Andre  suffered 
the    death   penalty  as   a   spy.      Arnold    es- 
caped, and  was  paid  about  $40,000  by  the 
British  for  his  treason  and  was  made  briga- 
dier-general.     He  afterward  commanded  an 
expedition  that  plundered  a  portion  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  another  that  burned   New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  and  captured  Fort  Trum- 
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bull,  the  commandant  of  which  Arnold  mur- 
dered with  the  sword  he  had  just  surren- 
dered. He  passed  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
in  England,  universally  despised,  and  died 
in  London  June  14,  1801. 


ROBERT  G.  INGERSOLL,  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  orators  that  America  has 
produced,  also  a  lawyer  of  considerable 
merit,  won  most  of  his  fame  as  a  lecturer. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  was  born  August  24,  1833, 
at  Dryden,  Gates  county,  New  York,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  went  west  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  for 
a  short  time  he  attended  an  academy  in 
Tennessee,  and  also  taught  school  in  that 
state.  He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  the 
southern  part  of  Illinois  in  1854.  Colonel 
Ingersoll's  principal  fame  was  made  in 
the  lecture  room  by  his  lectures  in  which  he 
ridiculed  religious  faith  and  creeds  and  criti- 
cised the  Bible  and  the  Christian  religion. 
He  was  the  orator  of  the  day  in  the  Decora- 
tion Day  celebration  in  the  city  of  New  York 
in  1882  and  his  oration  was  widely  com- 
mended. He  first  attracted  political  notice 
in  the  convention  at  Cincinnati  in  1876  by 
his  brilliant  eulogy  on  James  G.  Blaine.  He 
practiced  law  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  but  later  located  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  He  published  the  follow- 
ing: "The  Gods  and  other  Lectures;"  "The 
Ghosts;"  "Some  Mistakes  of  Moses;" 
"What  Shall  I  Do  To  Be  Saved;"  "Inter- 
views on  Talmage  and  Presbyterian  Cate- 
chism ;"  The  "North  American  Review 
Controversy;"  "Prose  Poems;"  "  A  Vision 
of  War;"  etc. 


JOSEPH  ECCLESTON  JOHNSTON, 
a  noted  general  in  the  Confederate  army, 
was  born  in  Prince  Edward  county,  Virginia, 
in  1807.      He  graduated   from  West  Point 


and  entered  the  army  in  1829.     For  a  num- 
ber of  years  his  chief  service  was  garrison 
duty.      He  saw  active  service,  however,  in 
the  Seminole  war  in   Florida,  part   of  the      ! 
time  as  a  staff  officer  of  General  Scott.      He 
resigned    his  commission  in    1837,   but   re- 
turned to  the  army  a  year   later,  and  was 
brevetted    captain    for    gallant    services  in      ; 
Florida.      He  was  made  first  lieutenant  of     ' 
topographical  engineers,   and  was   engaged      ' 
in  river  and  harbor  improvements  and  also      i 
in  the   survey   of  the  Texas  boundary   and      ' 
the    northern    boundary     of     the     United 
States    until    the    beginning    of    the     war 
with  Mexico.      He  was  at  the  siege  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  at  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo  was 
wounded  while  reconnoitering  the  enemy's 
position,  after  which  he  was  brevetted  major 
and  colonel.      He  was  in  all  the  battles  about      | 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  was  again  wounded 
in  the  final   assault   upon  that  city.     After 
the  Mexican  war  closed  he  returned  to  duty 
as  captain  of  topographical   engineers,  but      1 
in  1855  he  was   made  lieutenant-colonel  of      1 
cavalry  and  did  frontier  duty,  and  was  ap- 
pointed inspector-general  of  the  expedition 
to  Utah.      In  i860  he  was  appointed  quar-      i 
termaster-general    with    rank   of   brigadier- 
general.      At  the   outbreak  of  hostilities  in 
1861   he   resigned  his   commission   and   re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  major-general  of 
the  Confederate  army.      He   held   Harper's 
Ferry,  and  later  fought  General  Patterson      \ 
about  Winchester.      At   the  battle  of   Bull      j 
Run  he  declined  command  in  favor  of  Beau-      | 
regard,  and  acted  under  that  general's  direc-      1 
tions.      He  commanded  the  Confederates  in      1 
the  famous  Peninsular  campaign,  and  was      ; 
severely  wounded  at    Fair   Oaks    and   was 
succeeded    in    command    by    General    Lee. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  was  made  lieutenant- 
general  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
southwestern  department.       He    attempted 
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to  raise  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was 
finally  defeated  at  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
Having  been  made  a  general  he  succeeded 
General  Bragg  in  command  of  the  army  of 
Tennessee  and  was  ordered  to  check  General 
Sherman's  advance  upon  Atlanta.  Not 
daring  to  risk  a  battle  with  the  overwhelm- 
ing forces  of  Sherman,  he  slowly  retreated 
toward  Atlanta,  and  was  relieved  of  com- 
mand by  President  Davis  and  succeeded  by 
General  Hood.  Hood  utterly  destroyed  his 
own  army  by  three  furious  attacks  upon 
Sherman.  Johnston  was  restored  to  com- 
mand in  the  Carolinas,  and  again  faced 
Sherman,  but  was  defeated  in  several  en- 
gagements and  continued  a  slow  retreat 
tov.'ard  Richmond.  Hearing  of  Lee's  sur- 
render, he  communicated  with  General 
Sherman,  and  finally  surrendered  his  army 
at  Durham,  North  Carolina,  April  26,  1865. 
General  Johnston  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  forty-sixth  congress  and  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  railroad  commis- 
sioner in  1885.  His  death  occurred  March 
21,  1891. 

SAMUEL  LANGHORNE  CLEMENS, 
known  throughout  the  civilized  world 
as  "Mark  Twain,"  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  greatest  humorists  America  has  pro- 
duced. He  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
Missouri,  November  30,  1835.  Hespenthis 
boyhood  days  in  his  native  state  and  many 
of  his  earlier  experiences  are  related  in  vari- 
ous forms  in  his  later  writings.  One  of  his 
early  acquaintances,  Capt.  Isaiah  Sellers, 
at  an  early  day  furnished  river  news  for  the 
New  Orleans  "  Picayune,"  using  the  novi- 
dc-phime  of  "Mark  Twain."  Sellers  died 
in  1863  and  Clem.ens  took  up  his  noin-de- 
phivie  and  made  it  famous  throughout  the 
world  by  his  literary  work.  In  1862  Mr. 
Clemens  became  a  journalist   at   Virginia, 


Nevada,  and  afterv/ard  followed  the  same  pro- 
fession at  San  Francisco  and  Buffalo,  New 
York.  Pie  accumulated  a  fortune  from  the 
sale  of  his  many  publications,  but  in  later 
years  engaged  in  business  enterprises,  partic- 
ularly the  manufacture  of  a  typesetting  ma- 
chine, which  dissipated  his  fortune  and  re- 
duced him  almost  to  poverty,  but  with  resolute 
heart  he  at  once  again  took  up  his  pen  and 
engaged  in  literary  work  in  the  effort  to 
regain  his  lost  ground.  Among  the  best 
known  of  his  works  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lov/ing :  ' '  The  Jumping  Frog, "  "  Tom  Saw- 
yer," "  Roughing  it,"  "  Innocents  Abroad," 
"Huckleberry  Finn,"  "Gilded  Age," 
"Prince  and  Pauper,"  "Million  Pound 
Bank  Note,"  "A  Yankee  in  King  Arthur's 
Court,"  etc. 

CHRISTOPHER  CARSON,  better 
known  as  "Kit  Carson;"  was  an  Amer- 
ican trapper  and  scout  who  gained  a  wide 
reputation  for  his  frontier  work.  He  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  born  December  24th, 
1809.  He  grew  to  manhood  there,  devel- 
oping a  natural  inclination  for  adventure  in 
the  pioneer  experiences  in  his  native  state. 
When  yet  a  young  man  he  became  quite 
well  known  on  the  frontier.  He  served  as 
a  guide  to  Gen.  Fremont  in  his  Rocky 
Mountain  explorations  and  enlisted  in  the 
army.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  service  in  both  the  Mexican  war  and 
the  great  Civil  war,  and  in  the  latter  received 
a  brevet  of  brigadier-general  for  meritorious 
service.  His  death  occurred  May  23, 
1868. 

JOHN  SHERMAN.— Statesman,  politi- 
cian, cabinet  officer  and  senator,  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  who  heads  this  sketch  is  al- 
most a  household  word  throughout  this 
country.      Identified  with  some  of  the  most 
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important  measures  adopted  by  our  Govern- 
ment since  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  he  may 
well  be  called  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his 
day. 

John  Sherman  was  born  at  Lancaster, 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  May  loth,  1823, 
the  son  of  Charles  R.  Sherman,  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  and  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
of  Ohio  and  who  died  in  1829.  The  subject 
of  this  article  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844. 
In  the  Whig  conventions  of  1844  and  1848 
he  sat  as  a  delegate.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  National  house  of  representatives, 
from  1855  to  1 86 1.  In  i860  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  position  but  was  chosen 
United  States  senator  before  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  lower  house.  He  was  re-elected 
senator  in  1866  and  1872  and  was  long 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance  and 
on  agriculture.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
in  debates  on  finance  and  on  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  and  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
reconstruction  measures  in  1866  and  1867, 
and  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury March  7th,   1877. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  re-elected  United  States 
senator  from  Ohio  January  i8th,  1881,  and 
again  in  18S6  and  1892,  during  which  time 
he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  both 
in  the  senate  and  in  the  country.  He  was 
several  times  the  favorite  of  his  state  for  the 
nomination  for  president. 

On  the  formation  of  his  cabinet  in  March, 
1897,  President  McKinley  tendered  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Sherman, 
which  was  accepted. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON,  ninth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Charles  county,  Virginia,  February 
9,     1773,    the  son    of    Governor    Benjamin 


Harrison.  He  took  a  course  in  Hampden- 
Sidney  College  with  a  view  to  the  practice 
of  medicine,  and  then  went  to  Philadelphia 
to  study  under  Dr.  Rush,  but  in  1791  he 
entered  the  army,  and  obtained  the  commis- 
sion of  ensign,  was  soon  promoted  to  the 
lieutenancy,  and  was  with  General  Wayne 
in  his  war  against  the  Indians.  For  his 
valuable  service  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain  and  given  command  of  Fort 
Washington,  now  Cincinnati.  He  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory 
in  1797,  and  in  1799  became  its  representa- 
tive in  congress.  In  1801  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  Indiana  Territory,  and  held  the 
position  for  twelve  years,  during  which  time 
he  negotiated  important  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians, causing  them  to  relinquish  millions  of 
cicres  of  land,  and  also  won  the  battle  of 
Tippecanoe  in  181 1.  He  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  change  in  the  law  which  did  not 
permit  purchase  of  public  lands  in  less  tracts 
than  four  thousand  acres,  reducing  the  limit 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
became  major-general  of  Kentucky  militia 
and  brigadier-general  in  the  United  States 
army  in  1812,  and  won  great  renown  in 
the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs,  and  his  victory 
over  the  British  and  Indians  under  Proctor 
and  Tecumseh  at  the  Thames  river,  October 

5.  1813- 

In  1 8 16  General  Harrison  was  elected  to 

congress  from  Ohio,  and  during  the  canvass 

was  accused  of  corrupt  methods  in  regard  to 

the  commissariat  of  the  army.    He  demanded 

an  investigation  after  the  election  and   was 

exonerated.      In     1819    he  was  elected    to 

the  Ohio  state  senate,  and  in  1824  he  gave 

his  vote  as  a  presidential   elector  to   Henry 

Clay.      He  became  a  member  of  the  United 

States  senate  the  same  year.     During   the 

last  year  of   Adams'  administration   he  was 

sent  as  minister  to  Colombia,    but  was  re- 
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called  by  President  Jackson  the  following 
year.  He  then  retired  to  his  estate  at  North 
Bend,  Ohio, a  fev/  miles  below  Cincinnati.  In 
1836  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  presidency, 
but  as  there  were  three  other  candidates 
the  votes  were  divided,  he  receiving  seventy- 
three  electoral  votes,  a  majority  going  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Democratic  candidate. 
Four  years  later  General  Harrison  was  again 
nominated  by  the  Whigs,  and  elected  by  a 
tremendous  majority.  The  campaign  was 
noted  for  its  novel  features,  many  of  which 
have  found  a  permanent  place  in  subsequent 
campaigns.  Those  peculiar  to  that  cam- 
paign, however,  were  the  "  log-cabin"  and 
"  hard  cider"  watchwords,  which  produced 
great  enthusiasm  among  his  followers.  One 
month  after  his  inauguration  he  died  from 
an  attack  of  pleurisy,  April  4,  1841. 


CHARLES  A.  DANA,  the  well-known 
and  widely-read  journalist  of  New  York 
City,  a  native  of  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire, 
was  born  August  8,  18 19.  He  received 
the  elements  of  a  good  education  in  his 
youth  and  studied  for  two  years  at  Harvard 
University.  Owing  to  some  disease  of  the 
eyes  he  was  unable  to  complete  his  course 
and  graduate,  but  was  granted  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  notwithstanding.  For  some  time  he 
was  editor  of  the  "  Harbinger,"  and  was  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  Boston  "  Chrono- 
type."  In  1847  ^^  became  connected  with 
the  New  York  "  Tribune,"  and  continued  on 
the  staff  of  that  journal  until  1858,  In  the 
latter  year  he  edited  and  compiled  ' '  The 
Household  Book  of  Poetry,"  and  later,  in 
connection  with  George  Ripley,  edited  the 
"New  American  Cyclopaedia." 

Mr.  Dana,  on  severing  his  connection 
with  the  "  Tribune  "  in  1867,  became  editor 
of  the  New  York  "Sun,"  a  paper  with 
which  he  was  identified  for  many  years,  and 


which  he  miade  one  of  the  leaders  of  thought 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States. 
He  wielded  a  forceful  pen  and  fearlessly 
attacked  whatever  was  corrupt  and  unworthy 
in  politics,  state  or  national.  The  same 
year,  1867,  Mr.  Dana  organized  the  New 
York  "Sun"  Company. 

During  the  troublous  days  of  the  war, 
when  the  fate  of  the  Nation  depended  upon 
the  armies  in  the  field,  Mr.  Dana  accepted 
the  arduous  and  responsible  position  of 
assistant  secretary  of  war,  and  held  the 
position  during  the  greater  part  of  1863 
and  1864.      He  died  October  17,  1897. 


ASA  GRAY  was  recognized  throughout  the 
scientific  world  as  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  eminent  of  botanists.  He  was 
born  at  Paris,  Oneida  county.  New  York, 
November  18,  18 10.  He  received  his  medi- 
cal degree  at  the  Fairfield  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  in  Herkimer  county, 
New  York,  and  studied  botany  with  the  late 
Professor  Torrey,  of  New  York.  He  was 
appointed  botanist  to  the  Wilkes  expedition 
in  1834,  but  declined  the  offer  and  became 
professor  of  natural  history  in  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  1842.  He  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  this  post  in  1873,  and  in  1874  he 
was  the  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
Dr.  Gray  wrote  several  books  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  many  sciences  of  which  he  was 
master.  In  1836  he  published  his  "  Ele- 
ments of  Botany,"  "  Manual  of  Botany"  in 
1848;  the  unfinished  "Flora  of  North 
America,"  by  himself  and  Dr.  Torrey,  the 
publication  of  which  commenced  in  1838. 
There  is  another  of  his  unfinished  works 
called  "Genera  Boreali-Americana, "  pub- 
lished in  1848,  and  the  "Botany  of  the 
United  States  Pacific  Exploring  Expedition 
in  1854."     He  wrote  many  elaborate  papers 
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on  the  botany  of  the  west  and  southwest 
that  were  pubHshed  in  the  Smithsonian  Con- 
tributions, Memoirs,  etc.,  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  of  which  in- 
stitution he  was  president  for  ten  years. 
He  was  also  the  author  of  many  of  the 
government  reports.  ' '  How  Plants  Grow, " 
"Lessons  in  Botany,"  "  Structural  and  Sys- 
tematic Botany,"  are  also  works  from  his 
ready  pen. 

Dr.  Gray  published  in  1861  his  "Free 
Examination  of  Darwin's  Treatise  "  and  his 
*' Darwiniana,"  in  1876.  Mr.  Gray  was 
elected  July  29,  1878,  to  a  membership  in 
the  Institute  of  France,  Academy  of  Sciences. 
His  death  occurred  at  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, January  30,  1889. 


WILLIAM  MAXWELL  EVARTS  was 
one  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  the 
American  bar.  He  was  born  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  February  6,  18 18,  and  grad- 
uated from  Yale  College  in  1837.  He  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  which  he  practiced  in 
the  city  of  New  York  and  won  great  renown 
as  an  orator  and  advocate.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  which  he  joined 
soon  after  its  organization.  He  was  the 
leading  counsel  employed  for  the  defense  of 
.'.-.esident  Johnson  in  his  trial  for  impeach- 
ii^ent  before  the  senate  in  April  and  May  of 
1868. 

In  July,  1868,  Mr.  Evarts  was  appointed 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  and 
served  until  March  4,  1869.  He  was  one 
of  the  three  lawyers  who  were  selected  by 
President  Grant  in  1871  to  defend  the  inter- 
ests of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  arbitration  which  met 
at  Geneva  in  Switzerland  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy over  the  "  Alabama  Claims." 

He  was  one  of  the  most  eloquent  advo- 
cates in  the  United  States,  and  many  of  his 


public  addresses  have  been  preserved  and 
published.  He  was  appointed  secretary  of 
state  March  7,  1877,  by  President  Hayes, 
and  served  during  the  Hayes  administration. 
He  was  elected  senator  from  the  state  of 
New  York  January  21,  1885,  and  at  once 
took  rank  among  the  ablest  statesmen  in 
Congress,  and  the  prominent  part  he  took 
in  the  discussion  of  public  questions  gave 
him  a  national  reputation. 


JOHN  WANAMAKER.— The  Hfe  of  this 
kJ  great  merchant  demonstrates  the  fact 
that  the  great  secret  of  rising  from  the  ranks 
is,  to-day,  as  in  the  past  ages,  not  so  much  the 
ability  to  make  money,  as  to  save  it,  or  in 
other  words,  the  ability  to  live  well  within 
one's  income.  Mr.  Wanamaker  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  in  1838.  He  started  out  in 
life  working  in  a  brickyard  for  a  mere  pit- 
tance, and  left  that  position  to  work  in  a 
book  store  as  a  clerk,  where  he  earned 
the  sum  of  $5.00  per  month,  and  later  on 
was  in  the  employ  of  a  clothier  where  he 
received  twenty-five  cents  a  week  more. 
He  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age  at  that 
time,  but  was  a  "  money-getter  "  by  instinct, 
and  laid  by  a  small  sum  for  a  possible  rainy 
day.  By  strict  attention  to  business,  com- 
bined with  natural  ability,  he  was  promoted 
many  times,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he 
had  saved  $2,000.  After  several  months 
vacation  in  the  south,  he  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia and  became  a  master  brick  mason, 
but  this  was  too  tiresome  to  the  young  man, 
and  he  opened  up  the  "  Oak  Hall  "  clothing 
store  in  April,  1861,  at  Philadelphia.  The 
capital  of  the  firm  was  rather  limited,  but 
finally,  after  many  discouragements,  they 
laid  the  foundations  of  one  of  the  largest 
business  houses  in  the  world.  The  estab- 
lishment covers  at  the  present  writing  som.e 
fourteen  acres  of  floor  space,  and  furnishes 
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employment  for  five  thousand  persons.  Mr. 
Wanamaker  was  also  a  great  church  worker, 
and  built  a  church  that  cost  him  $60,000, 
and  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  which  had  a  membership  of  over 
three  thousand  children.  He  steadily  re- 
fused to  run  for  mayor  or  congress  and  the 
only  public  office  that  he  ever  held  was  that 
of  postmaster-general,  under  the  Harrison 
administration,  and  here  he  exhibited  his 
extraordinary  aptitude  for  comprehending 
the  details  of  public  business. 


DAVID  BENNETT  HILL,  a  Demo- 
cratic politician  who  gained  a  na- 
tional reputation,  was  born  August  29, 
1843,  at  Havana,  New  York.  He  was 
educated  at  the  academy  of  his  native  town, 
and  removed  to  Elmira,  New  York,  in  1862, 
where  he  studied  law.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1864,  in  which  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed city  attorney.  Mr.  Hill  soon  gained 
a  considerable  practice,  becoming  prominent 
in  his  profession.  He  developed  a  taste  for 
politics  in  which  he  began  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  different  campaigns  and  became 
the  recognized  leader  of  the  local  Democ- 
racy. In  1870  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  assembly  and  was  re-elected  in  1872. 
While  a  member  of  this  assembly  he  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  after- 
ward governor  of  the  state,  who  appointed 
Mr.  Hill,  W.  M.  Evarts  and  Judge  Hand 
as  a  committee  to  provide  a  uniform  charter 
for  the  different  cities  of  the  state.  The 
pressure  of  professional  engagements  com- 
pelled him  to  decline  to  serve.  In  1877 
Mr.  Hill  was  made  chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic state  convention  at  Albany,  his  elec- 
tion being  due  to  the  Tilden  wing  of  the 
party,  and  he  held  the  same  position  again 
in  1 88 1.  He  served  one  term  as  alderman 
in  Elmira,  at  the  expiration  of  which  term, 


in  1882,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Elmira, 
and  in  September  of  the  same  year  was 
nominated  for  lieutenant-governor  on  the 
Democratic  state  ticket.  He  was  success- 
ful in  the  campaign  and  two  years  later, 
when  Grover  Cleveland  was  elected  to  the 
presidenc5^  Mr.  Hill  succeeded  to  the  gov- 
ernorship for  the  unexpired  term.  In  1885 
he  was  elected  governor  for  a  full  term  of 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  he  was  re- 
elected, his  term  expiring  in  1891,  in  which 
year  he  was  elected  United  States  senator. 
In  the  senate  he  became  a  conspicuous 
figure  and  gained  a  national  reputation. 


ALLEN  G.  THURMAN.—"  The  noblest 
Roman  of  them  all "  was  the  title  by 
which  Mr.  Thurman  was  called  by  his  com- 
patriots of  the  Democracy.  He  was  the 
greatest  leader  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
his  day  and  held  the  esteem  of  all  the 
people,  regardless  of  their  political  creeds. 
Mr.  Thurman  was  born  November  13,  18 13, 
at  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  where  he  remained 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  six  years, 
when  he  moved  to  Ohio.  He  received  an 
academic  education  and  after  graduating, 
took  up  the  study  of  law,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1835,  and  achieved  a  brilliant 
success  in  that  line.  In  political  life  he  was 
very  successful,  and  his  first  office  was  that 
of  representative  of  the  state  of  Ohio  in  the 
twenty-ninth  congress.  He  was  elected 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio  in  185  i, 
and  was  chief  justice  of  the  same  from  1854 
to  1856.  In  1867  he  was  the  choice  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  his  state  for  governor, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate 
in  1869  to  succeed  Benjamin  F.  Wade, 
and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position  in 
1874.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
senate,  until  the  expiration  of  his  service  in 
1 88 1.      Mr.  Thurman   was  also    one  of  the 
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principal  presidental  possibilities  in  the 
Democratic  convention  held  at  St.  Louis  in 
1876.  In  1888  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  vice-president  on  the  ticket 
with  Grover  Cleveland,  but  was  defeated. 
Allen  Cranberry  Thurman  died  December 
12,   1895,  ^t  Columbus,  Ohio. 


CHARLES  FARRAR  BROWNE,  better 
known  as  "  Artemus  Ward,"  was  born 
April  26,  1834,  in  the  village  of  Waterford, 
Maine.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death,  and  about  a  year 
later  he  was  apprenticed  to  John  M,  Rix, 
who  published  the  "Coos  County  Dem- 
ocrat "  at  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire.  Mr, 
Browne  remained  with  him  one  year,  when, 
hearing  that  his  brother  Cyrus  was  starting 
a  paper  at  Norway,  Maine,  he  left  Mr.  Rix 
and  determined  to  get  work  on  the  new 
paper.  He  worked  for  his  brother  until  the 
failure  of  the  newspaper,  and  then  went  to 
Augusta,  Maine,  where  he  remained  a  few 
weeks  and  then  removed  to  Skovvhegan, 
and  secured  a  position  on  the  "Clarion." 
But  either  the  climate  or  the  work  was  not 
satisfactory  to  him,  for  one  night  he  silently 
left  the  town  and  astonished  his  good  mother 
by  appearing  unexpectedly  at  home.  Mr. 
Browne  then  received  some  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  Messrs.  Snow  and  Wilder,  of 
Boston;  at  whose  office  Mrs.  Partington's 
(B.  P.  Shillaber)  "  Carpet  Bag  "  was  printed, 
and  he  was  engaged  and  remained  there  for 
three  years.  He  then  traveled  westward  in 
search  of  employment  and  got  as  far  as  Tif- 
fin, Ohio,  where  he  found  employment  in  the 
office  of  the  "Advertiser,"  and  remained 
there  some  months  when  he  proceeded  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  became  one  of  the 
staff  of  the  "Commercial,"  which  position 
he  held  until  1857.  Mr.  Browne  next  went 
CO  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  became  the  local 


editor  of  the  "Plain  Dealer,"  and  it  was  in 
the  columns  of  this  paper  that  he  published 
his  first  articles  and  signed  them  "  Artemus 
Ward."  In  i860  he  went  to  New  York  and 
became  the  editor  of  "  Vanity  Fair,"  but 
the  idea  of  lecturing  here  seized  him,  and  he 
was  fully  determined  to  make  the  trial. 
Mr.  Browne  brought  out  his  lecture,  "Babes 
in  the  Woods"  at  Clinton  Hall,  December 
23,  1861,  and  in  1862  he  published  his  first 
book  entitled,  "  Artemus  Ward;  His  Book." 
He  attained  great  fame  as  a  lecturer  and  his 
lectures  were  not  confined  to  America,  for 
he  went  to  England  in  1866,  and  became 
exceedingly  popular,  both  as  a  lecturer  and 
a  contributor  to  "Punch."  Mr.  Browne 
lectured  for  the  last  time  January  23,  1867. 
He  died  in  Southampton,  England,  March 
6,    1867. 

THURLOW  WEED,  a  noted  journalist 
and  politician,  was  born  in  Cairo,  New 
York,  November  15,  1797.  He  learned  the 
printer's  trade  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
and  worked  at  this  calling  for  several  years 
in  various  villages  in  central  New  York.  He 
served  as  quartermaster-sergeant  during  the 
warofi8i2.  In  1818  he  established  the 
"Agriculturist,"  at  Norwich,  New  York, 
and  became  editor  of  the  "Anti-Masonic 
Enquirer,"  at  Rochester,  in  1826.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
and  re-elected  in  1830,  when  he  located  in 
Albany,  New  York,  and  there  started  the 
"  Evening  Journal,"  and  conducted  it  in  op- 
position to  the  Jackson  administration  and 
the  nullification  doctrines  of  Calhoun.  H2 
became  an  adroit  party  manager,  and  was 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  nominations 
of  Harrison,  Taylor  and  Scott  for  the  pres- 
idency. In  1856  and  in  i860  he  threw  his 
support  to  W.  H.  Seward,  but  when  defeat- 
ed in  his  object,  he  gave  cordial  support  to 
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Fremont  and  Lincoln.  Mr.  Lincoln  pre- 
vsiled  upon  him  to  visit  the  various  capitals 
of  Europe,  where  he  proved  a  valuable  aid 
to  the  administration  in  moulding  the  opin- 
ions of  the  statesmen  of  that  continent 
favorable  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Weed's  connection  with  the  ' '  Even- 
ing Journal  "  was  severed  in  1862,  when  he 
settled  in  New  York,  and  for  a  time  edited 
the  "  Commercial  Advertiser."  In  1868  he 
retired  from  active  hfe.  His  "  Letters  from 
Europe  and  the  West  Indies,"  published  in 
1 866,  together  with  some  interesting  ' '  Rem- 
iniscences,"  published  in  the  "Atlantic 
Monthly,"  in  1870,  an  autobiography,  and 
portions  of  an  extensive  correspondence  will 
be  of  great  value  to  writers  of  the  political 
history  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Weed 
died  in  New  York,  November  22,  1882. 


WILLIAM  COLLINS  WHITNEY, 
one  of  the  prominent  Democratic 
politicians  of  the  country  and  ex-secretary  of 
the  navy,  was  born  July  5th,  1841,  at  Con- 
way, Massachusetts,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation at  Williston  Seminary,  East  Hamp- 
ton, Massachusetts.  Later  he  attended 
Yale  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1863, 
and  entered  the  Harvard  Law  School,  which 
he  left  in  1864.  Beginning  practice  in  New 
York  city,  he  soon  gained  a  reputation  as 
an  able  lawyer.  He  made  his  first  appear- 
ance in  public  affairs  in  1871,  when  he  was 
active  in  organizing  a  young  men's  Demo- 
cratic club.  In  1872  he  was  the  recognized 
leader  of  the  county  Democracy  and  in  1875 
was  appointed  corporation  counsel  for  the 
city  of  New  York.  He  resigned  the  office, 
1882,  to  attend  to  personal  interests  and  on 
March  5,  1885,  he  was  appointed  secretary 
of  the  navy  by  President  Cleveland.  Under 
his  administration  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  rapidly  rose  in  rank  among  the  navies 


of  the  world.  When  he  retired  from  office 
in  1889,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
navy  designed  and  contracted  for  by  him 
were  five  double-turreted  monitors,  two 
new  armor-clads,  the  dynamite  cruiser  "Ve- 
suvius," and  five  unarmored  steel  and  iron 
cruisers. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  the  leader  of  the 
Cleveland  forces  in  the  national  Democratic 
convention   of   1892. 


EDWIN  FORREST,  the  first  and  great- 
est American  tragedian,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  in  1806,  His  father  was  a 
tradesman,  and  some  accounts  state  that  he 
had  marked  out  a  mercantile  career  for  his 
son,  Edwin,  while  others  claim  that  he  had 
intended  him  for  the  ministry.  His  wonder- 
ful memory,  his  powers  of  mimicry  and  his 
strong  musical  voice,  however,  attracted  at- 
tention before  he  was  eleven  years  old,  and 
at  that  age  he  made  his  first  appearance  on 
the  stage.  The  costume  in  which  he  appeared 
was  so  ridiculous  that  he  left  the  stage  in  a 
fit  of  anger  amid-  a  roar  of  laughter  from 
the  audience.  This  did  not  discourage  him, 
however,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  after 
some  preliminary  training  in  elocution,  he 
appeared  again,  this  time  as  Young  Norvel, 
and  gave  indications  of  future  greatness. 
Up  to  1826  he  played  entirely  with  strolling 
companies  through  the  south  and  west,  but 
at  that  time  he  obtained  an  engagement  at 
the  Bowery  Theater  in  New  York.  From 
that  time  his  fortune  was  made.  His  man- 
ager paid  him  $40  per  night,  and  it  is  stated 
that  he  loaned  Forrest  to  other  houses  from 
time  to  time  at  $200  per  night.  His  great 
successes  were  Virginius,  Damon,  Othello, 
Coriolanus,  William  Tell,  Spartacus  and 
Lear.  He  made  his  first  appearance  in 
London  in  1836,  and  his  success  was  un- 
questioned from  the  start.     In  1845,  o'^  ^''s 
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second  appearance  in  London,  he  became 
involved  in  a  bitter  rivalry  with  the  great 
English  actor,  Macready,  who  had  visited 
America  two  years  before.  The  result  vvas 
that  Forrest  was  hissed  from  the  stage,  and 
it  was  charged  that  Macready  had  instigated 
the  plot.  Forrest's  resentment  was  so  bitter 
that  he  himself  openly  hissed  Macready 
from  his  box  a  few  nights  later.  In  1848 
Macready  again  visited  America  at  a  time 
when  American  admiration  and  enthusiasm 
for  Forrest  had  reached  its  height.  Macready 
undertook  to  play  at  Astor  Place  Opera 
House  in  May,  1849,  but  was  hooted  off  the 
stage.  A  few  nights  later  Macready  made  a 
second  attempt  to  play  at  the  same  house, 
thistime  under  police  protection.  The  house 
was  filled  with  Macready 's  friends,  but  the  vio- 
olence  of  the  mob  outside  stopped  the  play, 
and  the  actor  barely  escaped  with  his  life. 
Upon  reading  the  riot  act  the  police  and 
troops  were  assaulted  with  stones.  The 
troops  replied,  first  with  blank  cartridges, 
and  then  a  volley  of  lead  dispersed  the 
mob,  leaving  thirty  men  dead  or  seriously 
wounded. 

After  this  incident  Forrest's  popularity 
waned,  until  in  1855  he  retired  from  the 
stage.  He  re-appeared  in  i860,  however, 
and  probably  the  most  remunerative  period 
of  his  life  was  between  that  date  and  the 
close  of  the  Civil  war.  His  last  appearance 
on  the  stage  was  at  the  Globe  Theatre, 
Boston,  in  Richelieu,  in  April,  1872,  his 
death   occurring  December  12  of  that  year. 


NOAH  PORTER,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  was 
one  of  the  most  noted  educators,  au- 
thors and  scientific  writers  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  born  December  14,  181 1, 
at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  183 1,  and  was  master  of 
Hopkins  Grammar  School  at  New  Haven  in 


1831^33.  During  1833-35  he  was  a  tutor 
at  Yale,  and  at  the  same  time  was  pursuing 
his  theological  studies,  and  became  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  at  New  Mil- 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  April,  1836.  Dr. 
Porter  removed  to  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1843,  and  was  chosen  professor  of 
metaphysics  and  moral  philosophy  at  Yale 
in  1846.  He  spent  a  year  in  Germany  in 
the  study  of  modern  metaphysics  in  1853- 
54,  and  in  1871  he  was  elected  president  of 
Yale  College.  He  resigned  the  presidency 
in  1885,  but  still  remained  professor  of  met- 
aphysics and  moral  philosophy.  He  was 
the  author  of  a  number  of  works,  among 
which  are  the  following:  "Historical  Es- 
say," written  in  commemorationof the 200th 
aniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the  town  of 
Farmington;  "  Educational  System  of  the 
Jesuits  Compared;"  "The  Human  Intel- 
lect," with  an  introduction  upon  psychology 
and  the  soul;  "  Books  and  Reading;" 
"American  Colleges  and  the  American  Pub- 
lic;" "  Elementsof  Intellectual  Philosophy;" 
"  The  Science  of  Nature  versus  the  Science 
of  Man;"  "  Science  and  Sentiment;"  "  Ele- 
ments of  Moral  Science."  Dr.  Porter  was 
the  principal  editor  of  the  revised  edition  of 
Webster's  Dictionary  in  1864,  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  religious  reviews  and 
periodicals.  Dr.  Porter's  death  occurred 
March  4,  1892,  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 


JOHN  TYLER,  tenth  president  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  Charles  City 
county,  Virginia,  March  29,  1790,  and  was 
the  son  of  Judge  John  Tyler,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  his  day. 

When  but  twelve  years  of  age  young 
John  Tyler  entered  William  and  Mary  Col- 
lege, graduating  from  there  in  1806.  He 
took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1809,  when  but  nineteen  years 
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of  age.  On  attaining  his  majority  in  1811 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  legis- 
lature, and  for  five  years  held  that  position 
by  the  almost  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 
He  was  elected  to  congress  in  18 16,  and 
served  in  that  body  for  four  years,  after 
which  for  two  years  he  represented  his  dis- 
trict again  in  the  legislature  of  the  state. 
While  in  congress,  he  opposed  the  United 
States  bank,  the  protective  pohcy  and  in- 
ternal improvements  by  the  United  States 
government.  1825  saw  Mr.  Tyler  governor 
of  Virginia,  but  in  1827  he  was  chosen 
member  of  the  United  States  senate,  and 
held  that  office  for  nine  years.  He  therein 
opposed  the  administration  of  Adams  and 
the  tariff  bill  of  1828,  sympathized  with  the 
nullifers  of  South  Carolina  and  was  the 
only  senator  who  voted  against  the  Force 
bill  for  the  suppression  of  that  state's  insip- 
ient  rebellion.  He  resigned  his  position  as 
senator  on  account  of  a  disagreement  with 
the  legislature  of  his  state  in  relation  to  his 
censuring  President  Jackson.  He  retired  to 
Williamsburg,  Virginia,  but  being  regarded 
as  a  martyr  by  the  Whigs,  whom,  hereto- 
fore, he  had  always  opposed,  was  supported 
by  many  of  that  party  for  the  vice-presi- 
dency in  1836.  He  sat  in  the  Virginia  leg- 
islature as  a  Whig  in  1839-40,  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  convention  of  that  party  in 
i8.'9.  This  national  convention  nominated 
him  for  the  second  place  on  the  ticket  with 
General  William  H.  H.  Harrison,  and  he 
was  elected  vice-president  in  November, 
1840.  President  Harrison  dying  one  month 
after  his  inauguration,  he  was  succeeded  by 
John  Tyler.  He  retained  the  cabinet  chosen 
by  his  predecessor,  and  for  a  time  moved  in 
harmony  with  the  Whig  party.  He  finally 
instructed  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
Thomas  Ewing,  to  submit  to  congress  a  bill 
for  the  incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the 


United  States,  which  was  passed  by  con- 
gress, but  vetoed  by  the  president  on  ac- 
count of  some  amendments  he  considered 
unconstitutional.  For  this  and  other  meas- 
ures he  was  accused  of  treachery  to  his 
party,  and  deserted  by  his  whole  cabinet, 
except  Daniel  Webster.  Things  grew  worse 
until  he  was  abandoned  by  the  Whig  party 
formally,  when  Mr.  Webster  resigned.  He 
was  nominated  at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1844, 
at  the  Democratic  convention,  as  their  pres- 
idential candidate,  but  withdrew  from  the 
canvass,  as  he  saw  he  had  not  succeed- 
ed in  gaining  the  confidence  of  his  old 
party.  He  then  retired  from  politics  until 
February,  1861,  when  he  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  abortive  peace  congress,  which 
met  in  Washington.  He  shortly  after  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Confeder- 
ate congress.  He  died  at  Richmond,  Janu- 
ary 17,  1862, 

Mr.  Tyler  married,  in  18 13,  Miss  Letitia 
Christian,  who  died  in  1842  at  Washington. 
June  26,  1844,  he  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, with  Miss  Julia  Gardner,  of  New  York. 


COLLIS  POTTER  HUNTINGTON, 
one  of  the  great  m.en  of  his  time  and 
who  has  left  his  impress  upon  the  history  of 
our  national  development,  was  born  October 
22,  1 32 1,  at  Harwinton,  Connecticut. 
He  received  a  common-school  education 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  his  spirit  of  get- 
ting along  in  the  world  mastered  his  educa- 
tional propensities  and  his  father's  objec- 
tions and  he  left  school.  He  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  the  early  days  and  had  opportunities 
which  he  handled  masterfully.  Others  had 
the  same  opportunities  but  they  did  not  have 
his  brains  nor  his  energy,  and  it  was  he  who 
overcame  obstacles  and  reaped  the  reward 
of    his  genius.      Transcontinental    railways 
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were  inevitable,  but  the  realization  of  this 
masterful  achievement  would  have  been  de- 
layed to  a  much  later  day  if  there  had  been 
no  Huntington.  He  associated  himself  with 
Messrs.  Mark  Hopkins,  Leland  Stanford, 
and  Charles  Crocker,  and  they  furnished  the 
money  necessary  for  a  survey  across  the 
Sierra  Nevadas,  secured  a  charter  for  the 
road,  and  raised,  with  the  government's  aid, 
money  enough  to  construct  and  equip  that 
railway,  which  at  the  time  of  its  completion 
was  a  marvel  of  engineering  and  one  of  the 
wonders  of  the  world.  Mr.  Huntington  be- 
came president  of  the  Southern  Pacific  rail- 
road, vice-president  of  the  Central  Pacific; 
trustee  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph 
Company,  and  a  director  of  the  Occidental 
and  Oriental  Steamship  Company,  besides 
being  identified  with  many  other  business 
enterprises  of  vast  importance. 


GEORGE  A.  CUSTER,  a  famous  In- 
dian fighter,  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1840. 
He  graduated  at  "West  Point  in  1861,  an- 
served  in  the  Civil  war;  was  at  Bull  Run  id 
1 86 1,  and  was  in  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
being  one  of  General  McClellan's  aides-de, 
camp.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  South 
Mountain  and  Antietam  in  1863,  and  was 
with  General  Stoneman  on  his  famous 
cavalry  raid.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  and  was  there  made  brevet- 
major.  In  1863  was  appointed  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers.  General  Custer  was 
in  many  skirmishes  in  central  Virginia  in 
1863-64,  and  was  present  at  the  following 
battles  of  the  Richmond  campaign:  Wil- 
derness,Todd's  Tavern,  Yellow  Tavern,  where 
hewasbrevetted  lieutenant-colonel;  Meadow 
Bridge,  Haw's  Shop,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevil- 
lian  Station.  In  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
1 864-65  he  was  brevetted  colonel  at  Opequan 
Creek,  and  at   Cedar  Creek  he  was    made 


brevet  major-general  for  gallant  conduct 
during  the  engagement.  General  Custer 
was  in  command  of  a  cavalry  division  in  the 
pursuit  of  Lee's  army  in  1865,  and  fought 
at  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  Five  Forks, 
where  he  was  made  brevet  brigadier-general; 
Sailors  Creek  and  Appomattox,  where  he 
gained  additional  honors  and  was  made 
brevet  major-general,  and  was  given  the 
command  of  the  cavalry  in  the  military 
division  of  the  southwest  and  Gulf,  in  1865. 
After  the  establishment  of  peace  he  went 
west  on  frontier  duty  and  performed  gallant 
and  valuable  service  in  the  troubles  with  the 
Indians.  He  was  killed  in  the  massacre  on 
the  Little  Big  Horn  river.  South  Dakota, 
June  25,   1876. 


DANIEL  WOLSEY  VOORHEES,  cel- 
brated  as  "  The  Tall  Sycamore  of  the 
Wabash,"  was  born  September  26,  1827, 
in  Butler  county,  Ohio.  When  he  was  two 
months  old  his  parents  removed  to  Fount- 
ain county,  Indiana.  He  grew  to  manhood 
on  a  farm,  engaged  in  all  the  arduous  work 
pertaining  to  rural  life.  In  1845  he  entered 
the  Indiana  Asbury  University,  now  the  De 
Pauw,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1S49. 
He  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  Crawfords- 
ville,  and  in  1851  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Covington,  Fountain  county, 
Indiana.  He  became  a  law  partner  of 
United  States  Senator  Hannegan,  of  Indi- 
ana, in  1852,  and  in  1856  he  was  an  unsuc- 
cessful candidate  for  congress.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana.  He  was  United  States 
district  attorney  for  Indiana  from  1857  until 
1 86 1,  and  he  had  during  this  period  been 
elected  to  congress,  in  i860.  Mr.  Voorhees 
was  re-elected  to  congress  in  1862  and  1864, 
but  he  was  unsuccessful  in  the  election  of 
1866.     However,  he  was  returned  to  con- 
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gress  in  1868,  where  he  remained  until  1874, 
having  been  re-elected  twice.  In  1877  he 
was  appointed  United  States  senator  from 
Indiana  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  O.  P.  Morton,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term 
was  elected  for  the  ensuing  term,  being  re- 
elected in  1885  and  in  1891  to  the  same  of- 
fice. He  served  with  distinction  on  many 
of  the  committees,  and  took  a  very  prom- 
inent part  in  the  discussion  of  all  the  im- 
portant legislation  of  his  time.  His  death 
occurred  in  August,   189  . 


ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL,  fa- 
mous as  one  of  the  inventors  of  the  tele- 
phone, was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
March  3rd,  1847.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  high  school  and  later  he 
attended  the  university,  and  was  specially 
trained  to  follow  his  grandfather's  profes- 
sion, that  of  removing  impediments  of 
speech.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1872,  and  introduced  into  this  country 
his  father's  invention  of  visible  speech  in  the 
institutions  for  deaf-mutes.  Later  he  was 
appointed  professor  of  vocal  physiology  in 
the  Boston  University.  He  worked  for 
many  years  during  his  leisure  hours  on  his 
telephonic  discovery,  and  finally  perfected 
it  and  exhibited  it  publicly,  before  it  had 
reached  the  high  state  of  perfection  to  which 
he  brought  it.  His  first  exhibition  of  it  was 
at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  that  was  held 
in  Philadelphia  in  1876.  Its  success  is  now 
established  throughout  the  civilized  world. 
In  1882  Prof.  Bell  received  a  diploma  and 
the  decoration  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  from 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  France. 


WILLIAM  HICKLING  PRESCOTT, 
the  justly  celebrated  historian  and 
author,  was  a  native  of  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts, and  was  born  May  4,  1796.      He  was 


the  son  of  Judge  William  Prescott  and  the 
grandson  of  the  hero  of  Bunker  Hill,  Colonel 
William  Prescott. 

Our  subject  in  1808  removed  with  the 
family  to  Boston,  in  the  schools  of  which 
city  he  received  his  early  education.  He 
entered  Harvard  College  as  a  sophomore  in 
181 1,  having  been  prepared  at  the  private 
classical  college  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  J.  Gardi- 
jner.  The  following  year  he  received  an  in- 
ury  in  his  left  eye  which  made  study 
through  life  a  matter  of  difficulty.  He 
graduated  in  i8i4with  high  honors  in  the 
classics  and  belle  lettres.  He  spent  several 
months  on  the  Azores  Islands,  and  later 
visited  England,  France  and  Italy,  return- 
ing home  in  18 17.  In  June,  18 18,  he 
founded  a  social  and  literary  club  at  Boston 
for  which  he  edited  *'  The  Club  Room,"  a 
periodical  doomed  to  but  a  short  life.  May 
4,  1820,  he  married  Miss  Susan  Amory. 
He  devoted  several  years  after  that  event  to 
a  thorough  study  of  ancient  and  modern 
history  and  literature.  As  the  fruits  of  his 
labors  he  published  several  well  written 
essays  upon  French  and  Italian  poetry  and 
romance  in  the  "  North  American  Review." 
January  19,  1826,  he  decided  to  take  up  his 
first  great  historical  work,  the  "  History  of 
the  Reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella."  To 
this  he  gave  the  labor  of  ten  years,  publish- 
ing the  same  December  25,  1837.  Although 
placed  at  the  head  of  all  American  authors, 
so  diffident  was  Prescott  of  his  literary  merit 
that  although  he  had  four  copies  of  this 
work  printed  for  his  own  convenience,  he 
hesitated  a  long  time  before  giving  it  to  the 
public,  audit  was  only  by  the  solicitation  of 
friends,  especially  of  that  talented  Spanish 
scholar,  George  Ticknor,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  do  so.  Soon  the  volumes  were 
translated  into  French,  Italian,  Dutch  and 
German,    and    the    work    was    recognized 
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throughout  the  world  as  one  of  the  most 
meritorious  of  historical  compositions.  In 
1843  he  published  the  "Conquest  of  Mexi- 
co," and  in  1847  the  "Conquest  of  Peru." 
Two  years  later  there  came  from  his  pen  a 
volume  of  "  Biographical  and  Critical  Mis- 
cellanies." Going  abroad  in  the  summer  of 
1850,  he  was  received  with  great  distinction 
in  the  literary  circles  of  London,  Edinburgh, 
Paris,  xA.ntwerp  and  Brussels.  Oxford  Uni- 
versity conferred  the  degree  of  D.  C.  L. 
upon  him.  In  1855  he  issued  two  volumes 
of  his  "History  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  the 
Second,"  and  a  third  in  1858.  In  the 
meantime  he  edited  Robertson's  "Charles 
the  Fifth,"  adding  a  history  of  the  life  of 
that  monarch  after  his  abdication.  Death 
cut  short  his  work  on  the  remaining  volumes 
oi  "  Philip  the  Second,"  coming  to  him  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  May  28,  1859. 


OLIVER  HAZARD  PERRY,  a  noted 
American  commodore,  was  born  in 
South  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  August  23, 
1785.  He  saw  his  first  service  as  a  mid- 
shipman in  the  United  States  navy  in  April, 
1799.  He  cruised  with  his  father,  Captain 
Christopher  Raymond  Perry,  in  the  West  In- 
dies for  about  two  years.  In  1804  he  was 
in  the  war  against  Tripoli,  and  was  made 
lieutenant  in  1 807.  At  the  opening  of  hostili- 
ties with  Great  Britain  in  1812  he  was  given 
command  of  a  fleet  of  gunboats  on  the  At- 
lantic coast.  At  his  request  he  was  trans- 
ferred, a  year  later,  to  Lake  Ontario,  where 
he  served  under  Commodore  Chauncey,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
George.  He  was  ordered  to  fit  out  a  squad- 
ron on  Lake  Erie,  which  he  did,  building 
most  of  his  vessels  from  the  forests  along 
the  shore,  and  by  the  summer  of  1 8 1  3  he  had 
a  fleet  of  nine  vessels  at  Presque  Isle,  now 
Erie,    Pennsylvania.       September    loth    he 


attacked  and  captured  the  British  fleet  near 
Put-in-Bay,  thus  clearing  the  lake  of  hostile 
ships.  His  famous  dispatch  is  part  of  his 
fame,  "  We  have  met  the  enemy,  and  they 
are  ours."  He  co-operated  with  Gen.  Har- 
rison, and  the  success  of  the  campaign  in 
the  northwest  was  largely  due  to  his  victory. 
The  next  year  he  was  transferred  to  the  Po- 
tomac, and  assisted  in  the  defense  of  Balti- 
more. After  the  war  he  was  in  constant 
service  with  the  various  squadrons  in  cruising 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  died  of  yellow 
fever  on  the  Island  of  Trinidad,  August  23, 
1 8 19.  His  remains  were  conveyed  to  New- 
port, and  buried  there,  and  an  imposing 
obelisk  was  erected  to  his  memory  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island.  A  bronze  statue 
was  also  erected  in  his  honor,  the  unveiling 
taking  place  in  1885. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES,  though  a  native 
of  Scotland,  was  one  of  America's  most 
noted  fighters  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
He  was  born  July  6,  1747.  His  father  was 
a  gardener,  but  the  young  man  soon  be- 
came interested  in  a  seafaring  life  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
sea  captain  engaged  in  the  American  trade. 
His  first  voyage  landed  him  in  Virginia, 
where  he  had  a  brother  who  had  settled 
there  several  years  prior.  The  failure  of 
the  captain  released  young  Jones  from  his 
apprenticeship  bonds,  and  he  was  engaged 
as  third  mate  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade.  He  abandoned  this  trade  after 
a  few  years,  from  his  own  sense  of  disgrace. 
He  took  passage  from  Jamaica  for  Scotland 
in  1768,  and  on  the  voyage  both  the  captain 
and  the  mate  died  and  he  was  compelled  to 
take  command  of  the  vessel  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  voyage.  He  soon  after 
became  master  of  the  vessel.  He  returned 
to  Virginia  about  1773  to  settle  up  the  estate 
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of  his  brother,  and  at  this  time  added  the 
name  "Jones,"  having  previously  been 
known  as  John  Paul.  He  settled  down  in 
Virginia,  but  when  the  war  broke  out  in 
1775  he  offered  his  services  to  congress  and 
was  appointed  senior  lieutenant  of  the  flag- 
ship "Alfred,"  on  which  he  hoisted  the 
American  flag  with  his  own  hands,  the  first 
vessel  that  had  ever  carried  a  flag  of  the 
new  nation.  He  was  afterward  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  "Alfred,"  and  later 
of  the  "Providence,"  in  each  of  which  ves- 
sels he  did  good  service,  as  also  in  the 
"  Ranger,"  to  the  command  of  which  he 
was  later  appointed.  The  fight  that  made 
him  famous,  however,  was  that  in  which  he 
captured  the  "  Serapis,"  off  the  coast  of 
Scotland,  He  was  then  in  command  of  the 
"Bon  Homme  Richard,"  which  had  been 
fitted  out  for  him  by  the  French  government 
and  named  by  Jones  in  honor  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  or  "  Good  Man  Richard,"  Frank- 
lin being  author  of  the  publication  known 
as  "  Poor  Richard's  Almanac."  The  fight 
between  the  "  Richard"  and  the  "Serapis" 
lasted  three  hours,  all  of  which  time  the 
vessels  were  at  close  range,  and  most  of  the 
time  in  actual  contact.  Jones'  vessel  was 
on  fire  several  times,  and  early  in  the  en- 
gagement two  of  his  guns  bursted,  rendering 
the  battery  useless.  Also  an  envious  officer 
of  the  Alliance,  one  of  Jones'  own  fleet, 
opened  fire  upon  the  "  Richard  "  at  a  crit- 
ical time,  completely  disabling  the  vessel. 
Jones  continued  the  flight,  in  spite  of  coun- 
sels to  surrender,  and  after  dark  the  "  Ser- 
apis "struck  her  colors,  and  was  hastily 
boarded  by  Jones  and  his  crew,  while  the 
"Richard"  sank,  bows  first,  after  the 
wounded  had  been  taken  on  board  the 
"Serapis,"  Most  of  the  other  vessels  of 
the  fleet  of  which  the  "  Serapis"  was  con- 
voy, surrendered,  and  were  taken  with  the 


"Serapis"  to  France,  where  Jones  was 
received  with  greatest  honors,  and  the  king 
presented  him  with  an  elegant  sword  and 
the  cross  of  the  Order  of  Military  Merit. 
Congress  gave  him  a  vote  of  thanks  and 
made  him  commander  of  a  new  ship,  the 
"America,"  but  the  vessel  was  afterward 
given  to  France  and  Jones  never  saw  active 
sea  service  again.  He  came  to  America  again, 
in  1787,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was 
voted  a  gold  medal  by  congress.  He  went  to 
Russia  and  was  appointed  rear-admiral  and 
rendered  service  of  value  against  the  Turks, 
but  on  account  of  personal  enmity  of  the  fav- 
orites of  the  emperor  he  was  retired  on  a  pen- 
sion. Failing  to  collect  this,  he  returned  to 
France,  where  he  died,  July  18,  1792. 


THOMAS  MORAN,  the  well-known 
painter  of  Rocky  Mountain  scenery, 
was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1837. 
He  came  to  America  when  a  child,  and 
showing  artistic  tastes,  he  was  apprenticed 
to  a  wood  engraver  in  Philadelphia.  Three 
years  later  he  began  landscape  painting,  and 
his  st3de  soon  began  to  exhibit  signs  of  genius. 
His  first  works  were  water-colors,  and 
though  without  an  instructor  he  began  the 
use  of  oils,  he  soon  found  it  necessary  to 
visit  Europe,  where  he  gave  particular  at- 
tention to  the  works  of  Turner.  He  joined 
the  Yellowstone  Park  exploring  expedition 
and  visited  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1871 
and  again  in  1873,  making  numerous 
sketches  of  the  scenery.  The  most  note- 
worthy results  were  his  * '  Grand  Canon  of 
the  Yellowstone,"  and  "  The  Chasm  of  the 
Colorado,"  which  were  purchased  by  con- 
gress at  $10,000  each,  the  first  of  which  is 
undoubtedly  the  finest  landscape  painting 
produced  in  this  country.  Mr.  Moran  has 
subordinated  art  to  nature,  and  the  subjects 
he  has  chosen  leave  little  ground   for   fault 
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finding  on  that  account.  "The  Mountain 
of  the  Holy  Cross,"  "The  Groves  Were 
God's  First  Temples,"  "  The  Cliffs  of  Green 
River,"  "The  Children  of  the  Mountain," 
"  The  Ripening  of  the  Leaf,"  and  others 
have  given  him  additional  fame,  and  while 
they  do  not  equal  in  grandeur  the  first 
mentioned,  in  many  respects  from  an  artis- 
tic standpoint  they  are  superior. 


L ELAND  STANFORD  was  one  of  the 
,e;reatest  men  of  the  Pacific  coast  and 
also  had  a  national  reputation.  He  was 
born  March  9,  1824,  in  Albany  county,  New 
York,  and  passed  his  early  life  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  attended  the  local 
schools  of  the  county  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  began  the  study  of  law.  He 
entered  the  law  office  of  Wheaton,  Doolittle 
and  Hadley,  at  Albany,  in  1845,  ^n^  a  few 
years  later  he  moved  to  Port  Washington, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  practiced  law  four 
years  with  moderate  success.  In  1852  Mr. 
Stanford  determined  to  push  further  west, 
and,  accordingly  went  to  California,  where 
three  of  his  brothers  were  established  in 
business  in  the  mining  towns.  They  took 
Leland  into  partnership,  giving  him  charge 
of  a  branch  store  at  Michigan  Bluff,  in 
Placer  county.  There  he  developed  great 
business  ability  and  four  years  later  started 
a  mercantile  house  of  his  own  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, which  soon  became  one  of  the  most 
substantial  houses  on  the  coast.  On  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  politics,  and  in  i860  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention  that 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln.  In  the 
autumn  of  1861  he  was  elected,  by  an  im- 
mense majority,  governor  of  California. 
Prior  to  his  election  as  governor  he  had 
been  chosen  president  of  the  newly-orga- 
nized   Central  Pacific    Railroad    Company, 
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and  after  leaving  the  executive  chair  he  de- 
voted all  of  his  time  to  the  construction  of 
the  Pacific  end  of  the  transcontinental  rail- 
way. May  10,  1869,  Mr.  Stanford  drove 
the  last  spike  of  the  Central  Pacific  road, 
thus  completing  the  route  across  the  conti- 
nent. He  was  also  president  of  the  Occi- 
dental and  Oriental  Steamship  Company. 
He  had  but  one  son,  who  died  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  as  a  monument  to  his  child  he 
founded  the  university  which  bears  his  son's 
name,  Leland  Stanford,  Junior,  University. 
Mr.  Stanford  gave  to  this  university  eighty- 
three  thousand  acres  of  land,  the  estimated 
value  of  which  is  $8,000,000,  and  the  entire 
endowment  is  $20,000,000.  In  1885  Mr. 
Stanford  was  elected  United  Stales  senator 
as  a  Republican,  to  succeed  J.  T.  Farley,  a 
Democrat,  and  was  re-elected  in  1 891.  His 
death  occurred  June  20,  1894,  at  Palo  Alto, 
California. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR,  a  famous  com- 
modore in  the  United  States  navy,  was 
born  in  Maryland  in  1779.  He  entered  the 
naval  service  in  1798.  In  1804,  when  the 
American  vessel  Philadelphia  had  been  run 
aground  and  captured  in  the  harbor  of  Trip- 
oli, Decatur,  at  the  head  of  a  few  men, 
boarded  her  and  burned  her  in  the  face  of 
the  guns  from  th  e  city  defenses.  For  this 
daring  deed  he  was  made  captain.  He  was 
given  command  of  the  frigate  United  States 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  18 12,  and 
in  October  of  that  year  he  captured  the 
British  frigate  Macedonian,  and  was  re- 
warded with  a  gold  medal  by  congress.  Af- 
ter the  close  of  the  war  he  was  sent  as  com- 
mander of  a  fleet  of  ten  vessels  to  chastise 
the  dey  of  Algiers,  who  was  preying  upon 
American  commerce  with  impunity  and  de- 
manding tribute  and  ransom  for  the  release 
of  American    citizens    captured.       Decatur 
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captured  a  number  of  Algerian  vessels,  and 
compelled  the  dey  to  sue  for  peace.  He 
was  noted  for  his  daring  and  intrepidity, 
and  his  coolness  in  the  face  of  danger,  and 
helped  to  bring  the  United  States  navy  into 
favor  with  the  people  and  congress  as  a 
means  of  defense  and  offense  in  time  of 
war.  He  was  killed  in  a  duel  by  Commo- 
dore Barron,  March  12,  1820. 


JAMES  KNOX  POLK,  the  eleventh 
president  of  the  United  States,  1845  to 
1849,  was  born  November  2,  1795,  i"  Meck- 
lenburg county.  North  Carolina,  and  was 
the  eldest  child  of  a  family  of  six  sons.  He 
removed  with  his  father  to  the  Valley  of  the 
Duck  River,  in  Tennessee,  in  1806.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  and  became 
very  proficient  in  the  lower  branches  of 
education,  and  supplemented  this  with 
a  course  in  the  Murfreesboro  Academy, 
which  he  entered  in  18  13  and  in  the  autumn 
of  18 1 5  he  became  a  student  in  the  sopho- 
more class  of  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, at  Chapel  Hill,  and  was  graduated  in 
18 1 8.  He  then  spent  a  short  time  in  re- 
cuperating his  health  and  then  proceeded  to 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Felix  Grundy. 
After  the  completion  of  his  law  studies  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  removed  to 
Columbia,  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  and 
started  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Polk  was  a  Jeffersonian  "Re- 
publican "  and  in  1823  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  of  Tennessee.  He  was  a  strict 
constructionist  and  did  not  believe  that  the 
general  government  had  the  power  to  carry 
on  internal  improvements  in  the  states,  but 
deemed  it  important  that  it  should  have  that 
power,  and  wanted  the  constitution  amended 
to  that  effect.  But  later  on  he  became 
alarmed  lest  the  general  government   might 


become  strong  enough  to  abolish  slavery 
and  therefore  gave  his  whole  support  to  the 
"  State's  Rights"  movement, and  endeavored 
to  check  the  centralization  of  power  in  the 
general-government.  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen 
a  member  of  congress  in  1825,  and  held  that 
office  until  1839.  He  then  withdrew,  as  he 
was  the  successful  gubernatorial  candidate 
of  his  state.  He  had  become  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  the  house,  and,  as  the 
leader  of  the  Jackson  party  in  that  body, 
weilded  great  influence  in  the  election  of 
General  Jackson  to  the  presidency.  He 
sustained  the  president  in  all  his  measures 
and  still  remained  in  the  house  after  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  been  succeeded  by  Martin 
Van  Buren.  He  was  speaker  of  the  house 
during  five  sessions  of  congress.  He  was 
elected  governor  of  Tennessee  by  a  large 
majority  and  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nash- 
ville, October  4,  1839.  He  was  a  candidate 
for  re-election  but  was  defeated  by  Governor 
Jones,  the  Whig  candidate.  In  1844  the 
most  prominent  question  in  the  election  was 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  as  Mr.  Polk 
was  the  avowed  champion  of  this  cause  he 
was  nominated  for  president  by  the  pro- 
slavery  wing  of  the  democratic  party,  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  was  inaug- 
urated March  4,  1845.  President  Polk 
formed  a  very  able  cabinet,  consisting  of 
James  Buchanan,  Robert  J.  Walker,  Will- 
iam L.  Marcy,  George  Bancroft,  Cave  John- 
son, and  John  Y.  Mason.  The  dispute  re- 
garding the  Oregon  boundary  was  settled 
during  his  term  of  office  and  a  new  depart- 
ment was  added  to  the  list  of  cabinet  po- 
sitions, that  of  the  Interior.  The  low  tariff 
bill  of  1846  was  carried  and  the  financial 
system  of  the  country  was  reorganized.  It 
was  also  during  President  Polk's  term  that 
the  Mexican  war  was  successfully  conducted, 
which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  Califor- 
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nia  and  New  Mexico.  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
the  presidency  March  4,  1849,  after  having 
declined  a  re-nomination,  and  was  succeeded 
by  General  Zachary  Taylor,  the  hero  of  the 
Mexican  war.  Mr.  Polk  retired  to  private 
life,  to  his  home  in  Nashville,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  on  June  9,  1849. 


ANNA  DICKINSON  (Anna  Elizabeth 
Dickinson),  a  noted  lecturer  and  pub- 
lic speaker,  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1842.  Her  parents  were  Quakers, 
and  she  was  educated  at  the  Friends'  free 
schools  in  her  native  city.  She  early  man- 
ifested an  inclination  toward  elocution  and 
public  speaking,  and  when,  at  the  age  of  18, 
she  found  an  opportunity  to  appear  before 
a  national  assemblage  for  the  discussion  of 
woman's  rights,  she  at  once  established  her 
reputation  as  a  public  speaker.  From  i860 
to  the  close  of  the  war  and  during  the  ex- 
citing period  of  reconstruction,  she  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  and  influential  speakers 
before  the  American  public,  and  her  popu- 
larity was  unequaled  by  that  of  any  of  her 
sex.  A  few  weeks  after  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Colonel  Baker  at  Ball's  Bluff,  Anna 
Dickinson,  lecturing  in  New  York,  made 
the  remarkable  assertion,  "  Not  the  incom- 
petency of  Colonel  Baker,  but  the  treachery 
of  General  McClellan  caused  the  disaster  at 
Ball's  Bluff."  She  was  hissed  and  hooted 
off  the  stage.  A  year  later,  at  the  same 
hall  and  with  much  the  same  class  of  audi- 
tors, she  repeated  the  identical  words,  and 
the  applause  was  so  great  and  so  long  con- 
tinued that  it  was  impossible  to  go  on  with 
her  lecture  for  more  than  half  an  hour.  The 
change  of  sentiment  had  been  wrought  by 
the  reverses  and  dismissal  of  McClellan  and 
his  ambition  to  succeed  Mr.  Lincoln  as  presi- 
dent. 

Ten  years  after  the  close  of  the  war,  Anna 


Dickinson  was  not  heard  of  on  the  lec- 
ture platform,  and  about  that  time  she  made 
an  attempt  to  enter  the  dramatic  profession, 
but  after  appearing  a  number  of  times  in  dif- 
ferent plays  she   was  pronounced  a  failure. 


ROBERT  J.  BURDETTE.— Some  per- 
sonal characteristics  of  Mr.  Burdette 
were  quaintly  given  by  himself  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  "Politics.?  Republican  after 
the  strictest  sect.  Religion }  Baptist.  Per- 
sonal appearance  }  Below  medium  height, 
and  weigh  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
pounds,  no  shillings  and  no  pence.  Rich  } 
Not  enough  to  own  a  yacht.  Favorite  read- 
ing.? Poetry  and  history — know  Longfellow 
by  heart,  almost.  Write  for  magizines  ? 
Have  mo.-e  '  declined  with  thanks  '  letters 
than  would  fill  a  trunk.  Never  able  to  get 
into  a  magazine  with  a  line.  Care  about  it.-* 
Mad  as  thunder.  Think  about  starting  a 
magazine  and  rejecting  everbody's  articles 
except  my  own."  Mr.  Burdette  was  born 
at  Greensborough,  Pennsylvania,  in  1844. 
He  served  through  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
under  General  Banks  "on  an  excursion 
ticket"  as  he  felicitously  described  it,  "good 
both  ways,  conquering  in  one  direction  and 
running  in  the  other,  pay  going  on  just  the 
same."  He  entered  into  journalism  by  the 
gateway  of  New  York  correspondence  for 
the  "Peoria  Transcript,"  and  in  1874  went 
on  the  "Burlington  Hawkeye"  of  which  he 
became  the  managing  editor,  and  the  work 
that  he  did  on  this  paper  made  both  him- 
self and  the  paper  famous  in  the  world  of 
humor.  Mr.  Burdette  married  in  1870, 
and  his  wife,  whom  he  called  "Her  Little 
Serene  Highness,"  was  to  hini  a  guiding 
light  until  the  day  of  her  death,  and  it  was 
probably  the  unconscious  pathos  with  which 
he  described  her  in  his  work  that  broke  the 
barriers  that  had  kept  him  out  of  the  maga- 
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zines  and  secured  him  the  acceptance  of  his 
"Confessions"  by  Lippincott  some  years 
ago,  and  brought  him  substantial  fame  and 
recognition  in  the  literary  world. 


WILLIAM  DEAN  HOWELLS,  one 
of  the  leading  novelists  of  the  present 
century  and  author  of  a  number  of  works 
that  gained  for  him  a  place  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  was  born  March  i,  1837,  at 
Martinsville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio.  At 
the  age  of  three  years  he  accompanied  his 
father,  who  was  a  printer,  to  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  printer's  trade. 
Later  he  was  engaged  on  the  editorial  staff 
of  the  ' '  Cincinnati  Gazette  "  and  the  ' '  Ohio 
State  Journal."  During  1861-65  he  was 
the  United  States  consul  at  Venice,  and 
from  1 87 1  to  1878  he  was  the  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  "Atlantic  Monthly."  As  a 
writer  he  became  one  of  the  most  fertile 
and  readable  of  authors  and  a  pleasing  poet. 
In  1885  he  became  connected  with  "  Har- 
per's Magazine.  "  Mr.  Howells  was  author 
of  the  list  of  books  that  we  give  below: 
"Venetian  Life,"  "  Italian  Journeys,"  "No 
Love  Lost,"  "  Suburban  Sketches,"  "Their 
"Wedding  Journey,"  "A  Chance  Acquaint- 
ance," "A  Foregone  Conclusion,"  "Dr. 
Breen's  Practice,"  "A  Modern  Instance," 
"The  Rise  of  Silas  Lapham,"  "Tuscan 
Cities,"  "Indian  Summer,"  besides  many 
others.  He  also  wrote  the  "Poem  of  Two 
Friends,"  with  J.  J.  Piatt  in  i860,  and 
some  minor  dramas:  "The  Drawing 
Room  Car,"  "The  Sleeping  Car,"  etc., 
that  are  full  of  exqusite  humor  and  elegant 
dialogue. 


TAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL  was  a  son 
<J  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  and  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  February  22, 
J  8 19.      He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 


1838  as  class  poet,  and  went  to  Harvard 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1840,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Boston,  but  soon  gave  his  un- 
divided attention  to  literary  labors.  Mr. 
Lowell  printed,  in  1841,  a  small  volume  of 
poems  entitled  "  A  Year's  Life,"  edited  with 
Robert  Carter;  in  1843,  "  The  Pioneer, "  a 
literary  and  critical  magazine  (monthly),  and 
in  1848  another  book  of  poems,  that  con- 
tained several  directed  against  slavery.  He 
published  in  1844  a  volume  of  "Poems" 
and  in  1845  "  Conversations  on  Some 
of  the  Old  Poets,"  "The  Vision  of  Sir 
Launfal,"  "  A  Fable  for  Critics, "  and  "The 
Bigelow  Papers,"  the  latter  satirical  es- 
says in  dialect  poetry  directed  against 
slavery  and  the  war  with  Mexico.  In 
1851-52  he  traveled  in  Europe  and  re- 
sided in  Italy  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
delivered  in  1854-55  a  course  of  lectures  on 
the  British  poets,  before  the  Lowell  Insti- 
tute, Boston.  Mr.  Lowell  succeeded  Long- 
fellow in  January,  1855,  as  professor  of 
modern  languages  and  literature  at  Harvard 
College,  and  spent  another  year  in  Euiope 
qualifying  himself  for  that  post.  He  edited 
the  "  Atlantic  Monthly  "  from  1857  to  1862, 
and  the  "North  American  Review"  from 
1863  until  1872.  From  1864  to  1870  he 
published  the  following  works:  "Fireside 
Travels,"  "  Under  the  Willows,"  "The 
Commemoration  Ode,"  in  honor  of  the 
alumni  of  Harvard  who  had  fallen  in  the 
Civil  war;  "The  Cathedral,"  two  volumes 
of  essays;  "Among  My  Books"  and  "My 
Study  Windows,"  and  in  1867  he  published 
a  new  series  of  the  "  Bigelow  Papers."  He 
traveled  extensively  in  Europe  in  1872-74, 
and  received  in  person  the  degree  of  D.  C. 
L.  at  Oxford  and  that  of  LL.  D.  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  England.  He 
was  also  interested  in  political  life  and  held 
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many  important  offices.  He  was  United 
States  minister  to  Spain  in  1877  and  was 
also  minister  to  England  in  1880-85.  On 
January  2,  1884,  he  was  elected  lord  rector 
of  St.  Andrew  University  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, but  soon  after  he  resigned  the  same. 
Mr.  Lowell's  works  enjoy  great  popularity 
in  the  United  States  and  England.  He 
died  August  12,   1891. 


JOSEPH  HENRY,  one  of  America's 
greatest  scientists,  was  born  at  Albany, 
New  York,  December  17,  1797.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  city 
and  graduated  from  the  Albany  Academy, 
where  he  became  a  professor  of  mathemat- 
ics in  1826.  In  1827  he  commenced  a 
course  of  investigation,  which  he  continued 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  results  pro- 
duced had  great  effect  on  the  scientific  world. 
The  first  success  was  achieved  by  producing 
the  electric  magnet,  and  he  next  proved  the 
possibility  of  exciting  magnetic  energy  at  a 
distance,  and  it  was  the  invention  of  Pro- 
fessor Henry's  intensity  magnet  that  first 
made  the  invention  of  electric  telegraph  a 
possibility.  He  made  a  statement  regarding 
the  practicability  of  applying  the  intensity 
magnet  to  telegraphic  uses,  in  his  article  to 
the  '  'American  Journal  of  Science  "  in  1 83 1 . 
During  the  same  year  he  produced  the  first 
mechanical  contrivance  ever  invented  for 
maintaining  continuous  motion  by  means  of 
electro-magnetism,  and  he  also  contrived  a 
machine  by  which  signals  could  be  made  at 
a  distance  by  the  use  of  his  electro-magnet, 
the  signals  being  produced  by  a  lever  strik- 
ing on  a  bell.  Some  of  his  electro-magnets 
were  of  great  power,  one  carried  over  a  ton 
and  another  not  less  than  three  thousand  six 
hundred  pounds.  In  1832  he  discovered 
that  secondary  currents  could  be  produced 
in  a  long  conductor  by  the  induction  of  the 


primary  current  upon  itself,  and  also  in  the 
same  year  he  produced  a  spark  by  means  of 
a    purely    magnetic    induction.        Professor 
Henry  was  elected,  in  1832,  professor  of  nat- 
ural philosophy  in  the  College  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  in  his  earliest  lectures  at  Princeton, 
demonstrated  the  feasibility   of  the  electric 
telegraph.      He  visited  Europe  in  1837,  and 
while  there  he  had  an  interview   with  Pro- 
fessor   Wheatstone,    the    inventor    of    the 
needle  magnetic  telegraph.      In  1846  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  the   Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution,being  the  first  incumbent  in  that  office, 
which   he   held  until  his  death.      Professor 
Henry  was  elected  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can   Association    for   the   Advancement    of 
Science,    in    1849,     and    of    the    National 
Academy  of  Sciences.      He  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  lighthouse  board  of  the  United 
States  in  1871  and  held  that  position  up  to 
the    time    of  his    death.      He  received    the 
honorary    degree   of    doctor    of    laws   from 
Union  College  in    1829,  and  from  Harvard 
University  in    1851,  and  his  death  occurred 
May  13,  1878.      Among  his  numerous  works 
may  be  mentioned  the  following:    "Contri- 
butions   to     Electricity    and     Magnetism," 
"American  Philosophic  Trans, "  and  many 
articles     in     the      "American    Journal    of 
Science,"  the  journal  of  the  Franklin  Insti- 
tute; the  proceedings  of  the  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
and   in   the   annual  reports  of    the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  from  its  foundation. 


FRANKLIN  BUCHANAN,  the  famous 
rear-admiral  of  the  Confederate  navy 
during  the  rebellion,  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  He  became  a  United  States 
midshipman  in  181 5  and  was  promoted 
through  the  various  grades  of  the  service 
and  became  a  captain  in  1855.  ^^r.  Buch- 
anan resigned  his  captaincy  in  order  to  join 
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the  Confederate  service  in  1861  and  later  he 
asked  to  be  reinstated,  but  his  request  was 
refused  and  he  then  entered  into  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  government.  He  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  frigate  "  Merri- 
mac  "  after  she  had  been  fitted  up  as  an  iron- 
clad, and  had  command  of  her  at  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  Hampton  Roads,  It  was 
he  who  had  command  when  the  "  Merri- 
mac  "  sunk  the  two  wooden  frigates,  "  Con- 
gress" and  "Cumberland,"  and  was  also 
in  command  during  part  of  the  historical 
battle  of  the  "  Merrimac  "  and  the  "Moni- 
tor," where  he  was  wounded  and  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Catesby 
Jones.  He  was  created  rear-admiral  in  the 
Confederate  service  and  commanded  the 
Confederate  fleet  in  Mobile  bay,  which  was 
defeated  by  Admiral  Farragut,  August  5, 
1864.  Mr.  Buchanan  was  in  command  of 
the  "Tennessee,"  an  ironclad,  and  during 
the  engagement  he  lost  one  of  his  legs  and 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  end  by  the  Union 
fleet.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Talbot 
county,  Maryland,  where  he  died   May   11, 

1874- 

RICHARD  PARKS  BLAND,  a  celebrated 
American  statesman,  frequently  called 
"the  father  of  the  house,"  because  of  his 
many  years  of  service  in  the  lower  house 
of  congress,  was  born  August  19,  1835, 
near  Hartford,  Kentucky,  where  he  received 
a  plain  academic  education.  He  moved, 
in  1855,  to  Missouri,  from  whence  he  went 
overland  to  California,  afterward  locating  in 
Virginia  City,  now  in  the  state  of  Nevada, 
but  then  part  of  the  territory  of  Utah. 
While  there  he  practiced  law,  dabbled  in 
mines  and  mining  in  Nevada  and  California 
for  several  years,  and  served  for  a  time  as 
treasurer  of  Carson  county,  Nevada.  Mr. 
Bland  returned  to  Missouri  in   1865,  where 


he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Rolla, 
Missouri,  and  in  1869  removed  to  Lebanon, 
Missouri.  He  began  his  congressional  career 
in  1873,  when  he  was  elected  as  a  Demo- 
crat to  the  forty-third  congress,  and  he  was 
regularly  re-elected  to  every  congress  after 
that  time  up  to  the  fifty-fourth,  when  he  was 
defeated  for  re-election,  but  was  returned 
to  the  fifty-fifth  congress  as  a  Silver  Demo- 
crat. During  all  his  protracted  service, 
while  Mr.  Bland  was  always  steadfast  in  his 
support  of  democratic  measures,  yet  he  won 
his  special  renown  as  the  great  advocate  of 
silver,  being  strongly  in  favor  of  the  free 
and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  and  on  ac- 
count of  his  pronounced  views  was  one  of 
the  candidates  for  the  presidential  nomina- 
tion of  the  Democratic  party  at  Chicago  in 
1896. 

FANNY  DAVENPORT  (F.  L.  G.  Daven- 
port) was  of  British  birth,  but  she  be- 
longs to  the  American  stage.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  the  famous  actor,  E.  L.  Daven- 
port, and  was  born  in  London  in  1850. 
She  first  went  on  the  stage  as  a  child  at  the 
Howard  Athenaeum,  Boston,  and  her  entire 
life  was  spent  upon  the  stage.  She  played 
children's  parts  at  Burton's  old  theater  in 
Chambers  street,  and  then,  in  1862,  appeared 
as  the  King  of  Spain  in  "  Faint  Heart  Never 
Won  Fair  Lady. "  Here  she  attracted  the 
notice  of  Augustin  Daly,  the  noted  mana- 
ger, then  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  theater,  who 
offered  her  a  six  weeks'  engagement  with 
her  father  in  "London  Assurance."  She 
afterwards  appeared  at  the  same  house  in  a 
variety  of  characters,  and  her  versatility 
was  favorably  noticed  by  the  critics.  After 
the  burning  of  the  old  Fifth  Avenue,  the 
present  theater  of  that  name  was  built  at 
Twenty-eighth  street,  and  here  Miss  Daven- 
port appeared  in  a  play  written  for  her  by 
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Mr.  Daly.  She  scored  a  great  success. 
She  then  starred  in  this  play  throughout  the 
country,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Edwin  F. 
Price,  an  actor  of  her  company,  in  iS8o. 
In  1882  she  went  to  Paris  and  purchased 
the  right  to  produce  in  America  Sardou's 
great  emotional  play,  "Fedora."  It  was 
put  on  at  the  Fourteenth  Street  theater  in 
New  York,  and  in  it  she  won  popular  favor 
and  became  one  of  the  most  famous  actresses 
of  her  time. 


HORACE  BRIGHAM  CLAFLIN,  one 
of  the  greatest  merchants  America  has 
produced,  was  born  in  Milford,  Massachu- 
setts, a  son  of  John  Claflin,  also  a  mer- 
chant. Young  Claflin  started  his  active  life 
as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  after  having 
been  offered  the  opportunity  of  a  college 
education,  but  with  the  characteristic 
promptness  that  was  one  of  his  virtues  he 
exclaimed,  "No  law  or  medicine  for  me." 
He  had  set  his  heart  on  being  a  merchant, 
and  when  his  father  retired  he  and  his 
brother  Aaron,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Sam- 
uel Daniels,  conducted  the  business.  Mr. 
Claflin  was  not  content,  however,  to  run  a 
store  in  a  town  like  Milford,  and  accordingly 
opened  a  dry  goods  store  at  Worcester,  with 
his  brother  as  a  partner,  but  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  a  year  later  and  H.  B.  Claflin 
assumed  complete  control.  The  business 
in  Worcester  had  been  conducted  on  ortho- 
dox principles,  and  when  Mr.  Claflin  came 
there  and  introduced  advertising  as  a  means 
of  drawing  trade,  he  created  considerable 
animosity  among  the  older  merchants.  Ten 
years  later  he  was  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous merchants.  He  disposed  of  his  busi- 
ness in  Worcester  for  $30,000,  and  went  to 
New  York  to  search  for  a  wider  field  than 
that  of  a  shopkeeper.  Mr.  Claflin  and 
William  M.  Bulkley  started  in  the  dry  goods 


business  there  under  the  firm  name  of  Bulk- 
ley  &  Claflin,  in  1843,  and  Mr.  Bulkley  was 
connected  with  the  firm  until  185  i,  when  he 
retired.  A  new  firm  was  then  formed  under 
the  name  of  Claflin,  Mcllin  &  Co.  This 
firm  succeeded  in  founding  the  largest  dry 
goods  house  in  the  world,  and  after  weather- 
ing the  dangers  of  the  civil  war,  during 
which  the  house  came  very  near  going  un- 
der, and  was  saved  only  by  the  superior 
business  abilities  of  Mr.  Claflin,  continued  to 
grow.  The  sales  of  the  firm  amounted  to 
over  $72,000,000  a  year  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  Mr.  Claflin  died  November  14, 
1885. 

CHARLOTTE  CUSHMAN  (Charlotte 
Saunders  Cushman),  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  American  actresses,  was  born  in 
Boston,  July  23,  1816.  She  was  descended 
from  one  of  the  earliest  Puritan  families. 
Her  first  attempt  at  stage  work  was  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  in  a  charitable  concert 
given  by  amateurs  in  Boston.  From  this 
time  her  advance  to  the  first  place  on  the 
American  lyric  stage  was  steady,  until,  in 
1835,  while  singing  in  New  Orleans,  she 
suddenly  lost  control  of  her  voice  so  far  as 
relates  to  singing,  and  was  compelled  to  re- 
tire. She  then  took  up  the  study  for  the 
dramatic  stage  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Barton,  the  tragedian.  She  soon  after 
made  her  debut  as  "  Lady  Macbeth."  She 
appeared  in  New  York  in  September,  1836, 
and  her  success  was  immediate.  Her 
"Romeo"  was  almost  perfect,  and  she  is 
the  only  woman  that  has  ever  appeared  in 
the  part  of  "  Cardinal  Wolsey."  She  at 
different  times  acted  as  support  of  Forrest 
and  Macready.  Her  London  engagement, 
secured  in  1845,  after  many  and  great  dis- 
couragements, proved  an  unqualified  suc- 
cess. 
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Her  farewell  appearance  was  at  Booth's 
theater,  New  York,  November  7,  1874,  in 
the  part  of  "  Lady  Macbeth,"  and  after  that 
performance  an  Ode  by  R.  H.  Stoddard 
was  read,  and  a  body  of  citizens  went  upon 
the  stage,  and  in  their  name  the  venerable 
poet  Longfellow  presented  her  with  a  wreath 
of  laurel  with  an  inscription  to  the  effect 
that  "she  who  merits  the  palm  should  bear 
it."  From  the  time  of  her  appearance  as  a 
modest  girl  in  a  charitable  entertainment 
down  to  the  time  of  final  triumph  as  a  tragic 
queen,  she  bore  herself  with  as  much  honor 
to  womanhood  as  to  the  profession  she  rep- 
resented. Her  death  occurred  in  Boston, 
February  18,  1876.  By  her  profession  she 
acquired  a  fortune  of  $600,000. 


NEAL  DOW,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
temperance  reformers  our  country  has 
known,  was  born  in  Portland,  Me.,  March  20, 
1804.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Friends  Seminary,  at  New  Bedford,  Massa- 
chusetts, his  parents  being  members  of  that 
sect.  After  leaving  school  he  pursued  a 
mecrantile  and  manufacturing  career  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  active  in  the 
affairs  of  his  native  city,  and  in  1839  be- 
came chief  of  the  fire  department,  and  in 
1 85 1  was  elected  mayor.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  latter  office  in  1854.  Being  opposed 
to  the  liquor  traffic  he  was  a  champion  of 
the  project  of  prohibition,  first  brought  for- 
ward in  1839  by  James  Appleton.  While 
serving  his  first  term  as  mayor  he  drafted  a 
bill  for  the  "suppression  of  drinking  houses 
and  tippling  shops,"  which  he  took  to  the 
legislature  and  which  was  passed  without  an 
alteration.  In  1858  Mr.  Dow  was  elected 
to  the  legislature.  On  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  Maine  Infantry  and  accompanied 
General  Butler's  expedition  to  New  Orleans. 


In  1862  he  was  made  brigadier-general.  At 
the  battle  of  Port  Hudson  May  27,  1863,  he 
was  twice  wounded,  and  taken  prisoner.  He 
was  confined  at  Libby  prison  a*nd  Mobile 
nearly  a  year,  when,  being  exchanged,  he 
resigned,  his  health  having  given  way  under 
the  rigors  of  his  captivity.  He  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  England  in  the  interests  of 
temperance  organization,  where  he  addressed 
large  audiences.  He  was  the  candidate  of 
the  National  Prohibition  party  for  the  presi- 
dency in  1880,  receiving  about  ten  thousand 
votes.  In  1884  he  was  largely  instrumental 
in  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  of 
Maine,  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  popular 
vote,  which  forever  forbade  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  any  intoxicating  beverages,  and 
commanding  the  legislature  to  enforce  the 
prohibition.      He  died  October  2,   1897. 


ZACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth  president 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Orange  county,  Virginia,  September  24, 
1784.  His  boyhood  was  spent  on  his  fath- 
er's plantation  and  his  education  was  lim- 
ited. In  1808  he  was  made  lieutenant  of 
the  Seventh  Infantry,  and  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  New  Orleans.  He  was  promoted 
to  captain  in  18 10,  and  commanded  at  Fort 
Harrison,  near  the  present  site  of  Terre 
Haute,  in  181 2,  where,  for  his  gallant  de- 
fense, he  was  brevetted  major,  attaining  full 
rank  in  18 14.  In  1815  he  retired  to  an  es- 
tate near  Louisville.  In  18 16  here-entered 
the  army  as  major,  and  was  promoted  to 
lieutenant-colonel  and  then  to  colonel. 
Having  for  many  years  been  Indian  agent 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  western  country, 
he  was  often  required  in  Washington  to  give 
advice  and  counsel  in  matters  connected 
with  the  Indian  bureau.  He  served  through 
the  Black  Hawk  Indian  war  of  1832,  and  in 
1837  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
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army  in  Florida,  where  he  attacked  the  In- 
dians in  the  swamps  and  brakes,  defeated 
them  and  ended  the  war.  He  was  brevetted 
brigadier-general  and  made  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  arm}'  in  Florida.  He  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
southwest  in  1840,  but  was  soon  after  re- 
lieved of  it  at  his  request.  He  was  then 
stationed  at  posts  in  Arkansas.  In  1845  he 
was  ordered  to  prepare  to  protect  and  de- 
fend Texas  boundaries  from  invasion  by 
Mexicans  and  Indians.  On  the  annexation 
of  Texas  he  proceeded  with  one  thousand 
five  hundred  men  to  Corpus  Christi,  within 
the  disputed  territory.  After  reinforcement 
he  was  ordered  by  the  Mexican  General  Am- 
pudia  to  retire  beyond  the  Nueces  river, 
with  which  order  he  declined  to  comply. 
The  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma  followed,  and  he  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande  and  occupied  Matamoras  May  i8th. 
He  was  commissioned  major-general  for  this 
campaign,  and  in  September  he  advanced 
upon  the  city  of  Monterey  and  captured  it 
after  a  hard  fight.  Here  he  took  up  winter 
quarters,  and  when  he  was  about  to  resume 
activity  in  the  spring  he  was  ordered  to  send 
the  larger  part  of  his  army  to  reinforce 
General  Scott  at  Vera  Cruz.  After  leaving 
garrisons  at  various  points  his  army  was  re- 
duced to  about  five  thousand,  mostly  fresh 
recruits.  He  was  attacked  by  i:he  army  of 
Santa  Anna  at  Buena  Vista,  February  22, 
1847,  and  after  a  severe  fight  completely 
routed  the  Mexicans.  He  received  the 
thanks  of  congress  and  a  gold  medal  for 
this  victory.  He  remained  in  command  of 
the  "army  of  occupation"  until  winter, 
when  he  returned  to  the  United  States. 

In  1848  General  Taylor  was  nominated 
by  the  Whigs  for  president.  He  was  elected 
over  his  two  opponents,  Cass  and  Van 
Buren.      Great  bitterness  was  developing  in 


the  struggle  for  and  against  the  extension  of 
slavery,  and  the  newly  acquired  territory  in 
the  west,  and  the  fact  that  the  states  were 
now  equally  divided  on  that  question,  tended 
to  increase  the  feeling.  President  Taylor 
favored  immediate  admission  of  California 
with  her  constitution  prohibiting  slavery, 
and  the  admission  of  other  states  to  be 
formed  out  of  the  new  territory  as  they 
might  elect  as  they  adopted  constitutions 
from  time  to  time.  This  policy  resulted  in 
the  "  Omnibus  Bill,"  which  afterward  passed 
congress,  though  in  separate  bills;  not,  how- 
ever, until  after  the  death  of  the  soldier- 
statesman,  which  occurred  July  9,  1850, 
One  of  his  daughters  became  the  wife  of 
Jefferson  Davis. 


M 


ELVILLE  D.  LANDON,  better  known 
as  "  Eli  Perkins, "author,  lecturer  and 
humorist,  was  born  in  Eaton,  New  York, 
September  7,  1839.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  Landon  and  grandson  of  Rufus  Lan- 
don,  a  revolutionary  soldier  from  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut.  Melville  was  edu- 
cated at  the  district  school  and  neighboring 
academy,  where  he  was  prepared  for  the 
sophomore  class  at  Madison  University.  He 
passed  two  years  at  the  latter,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  Union  College,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1861,  receiving  the  degree  of 
A.  M.,  in  1862.  He  was,  at  once,  ap- 
pointed to  a  position  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment at  Washington.  This  being  about  the 
time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and 
before  the  appearance  of  any  Union  troops 
at  the  capital,  he  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  "  Clay  Battalion,"  of  Washing- 
ton. Leaving  his  clerkship  some  time  later, 
he  took  up  duties  on  the  staff  of  General  A. 
L.  Chetlain,  who  was  in  command  at  Mem- 
phis. In  1864  he  resigned  from  the  army 
and  engaged  in  cotton  planting  in  Arkansas 
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and  Louisiana.  In  1867  he  went  abroad, 
making  the  tour  of  Europe,  traversing  Rus- 
sia. While  in  the  latter  country  his  old 
commander  of  the  "  Clay  Battalion,"  Gen- 
eral Cassius  M.  Clay,  then  United  States 
minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  made  him  secre- 
tary of  legation.  In  1 87 1,  on  returning  to 
America,  he  published  a  history  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  war,  and  followed  it  with 
numerous  humorous  writings  for  the  public 
press  under  the  name  of  "Eli  Perkins," 
which,  with  his  regular  contributions  to  the 
"  Commercial  Advertiser,"  brought  him  into 
notice,  and  spread  his  reputation  as  a  hu- 
morist throughout  the  country.  He  also  pub- 
lished "Saratoga  in  1891,"  "Wit,  Humor 
and  Pathos, "  ' '  Wit  and  Humor  of  the  Age, " 
"  Kings  of  Platform  and  Pulpit,"  "Thirty 
Years  of  Wit  and  Humor, "  ' '  Fun  and  Fact, " 
and  "  China  and  Japan." 


LEWIS  CASS,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent statesman  and  party  leaders  of  his 
day,  was  born  at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire, 
October  9,  1782.  He  studied  law,  and  hav- 
ing removed  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  commenced 
the  practice  of  that  profession  in  1802.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  American  govern- 
ment in  181 2  and  was  made  a  colonel  in 
the  army  under  General  William  Hull,  and 
on  the  surrender  of  Fort  Maiden  by  that 
officer  was  held  as  a  prisoner.  Being  re- 
leased in  18 1 3,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general  and  in  18 14  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Michigan  Territory. 
After  he  had  held  that  office  for  some 
sixteen  years,  negotiating,  in  the  meantime, 
many  treaties  with  the  Indians,  General 
CaGS  was  made  secretary  of  war  in  the  cabi- 
net of  President  Jackson,  in  1831,  He  was, 
in  1836,  appointed  minister  to  France, 
which  ofBce  he  held  for  six  years.  In  1844 
he  -vas  elected  United   States  senator  from 


Michigan.  In  1846  General  Cass  opposed 
the  Wilmot  Proviso,  which  was  an  amend- 
ment to  a  bill  for  the  purchase  of  land  from 
Mexico,  which  provided  that  in  any  of  the 
territory  acquired  from  that  power  slavery 
should  not  exist.  For  this  and  other  reasons 
he  was  nominated  as  Democratic  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States  in 
1848,  but  was  defeated  by  General  Zachary 
Taylor,  the  Whig  candidate,  having  but 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  electoral  votes 
to  his  opponent's  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three.  In  1849  General  Cass  was  re-elected 
to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
1854  supported  Douglas'  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill.  He  became  secretary  of  state  in 
March,  1857,  under  President  Buchanan, 
but  resigned  that  office  in  December,  i860. 
He  died  June  17,  1866.  The  published 
works  of  Lewis  Cass,  while  not  numerous, 
are  well  written  and  display  much  ability. 
He  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day 
in  the  political  councils  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  left  a  reputation  for  high  probity 
and  honor  behind  him. 


DEWITT  CLINTON.— Probably  there 
were  but  few  men  who  were  so  popular 
in  their  time,  or  who  have  had  so  much  in- 
fluence in  moulding  events  as  the  individual 
whose  name  honors  the  head  of  this  article. 
De  Witt  Clinton  was  the  son  of  General 
James  Clinton,  and  a  nephew  of  Governor 
George  Clinton,  who  was  the  fourth  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  was  a 
native  of  Orange  county.  New  York,  born  at 
Little  Britain,  March  2,  1769.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Columbia  College,  in  his  native 
state,  in  1796,  and  took  up  the  study  of  law. 
In  1790  he  became  private  secretary  to  his 
uncle,  then  governor  of  New  York.  He  en- 
tered public  life  as  a  Republican  or  anti- 
Federalist,   and  was   elected   to  the    lovv^er 
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house  of  the  state  assembly  in  1797,  and  the 
senate  of  that  body  in  1798:  At  that  time 
he  was  looked  on  as  "  the  most  rising  man 
in  the  Union."  In  1801  he  was  elected  to 
the  United  States  senate.  In  1803  he  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  and  council 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  then  a 
very  important  and  powerful  office.  Hav- 
ing been  re-appointed,  he  held  the  office 
of  mayor  for  nearly  eleven  years,  and 
rendered  great  service  to  that  city.  Mr. 
Clinton  served  as  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  181 1- 13,  and 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  examine  and  survey  a  route  for  a  canal 
from  the  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie.  Dif- 
fering with  President  Madison,  in  relation  to 
the  war,  in  18 12,  he  was  nominated  for  the 
presidency  against  that  gentleman,  by  a 
coalition  party  called  the  Clintonians,  many 
of  whom  were  Federalists.  Clinton  received 
eight-nine  electoral  votes.  His  course  at 
this  time  impaired  his  popularity  for  a  time. 
He  was  removed  from  the  mayoralty  in 
1 8 14,  and  retired  to  private  life.  In  181 5 
he  wrote  a  powerful  argument  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Erie  canal,  then  a  great  and 
beneficent  work  of  which  he  was  the  prin- 
cipal promoter.  This  was  in  the  shape  of 
a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  which,  in 
18 1 7,  passed  a  bill  authorising  the  construc- 
tion of  that  canal.  The  same  year  he  was 
elected  governor  of  New  York,  almost  unani- 
mously, notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
a  few  who  pronounced  the  scheme  of  the 
canal  visionary.  He  was  re-elected  governor 
in  1820.  He  was  at  this  time,  also,  presi- 
dent of  the  canal  commissioners.  He  de- 
clined a  re-election  to  the  gubernatorial 
chair  in  1822  and  was  removed  from  his 
place  on  the  canal  board  two  years  later. 
But  he  was  triumphantly  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  governor  that  fall,  and  his  pet  project, 


the  Erie  canal,  was  finished  the  next  year. 
He  was  re-elected  governor  in  1826,  but 
died  while  holding  that  office,  February  11, 
1828. 

AARON  BURR,  one  of  the  many  brilliant 
figures  on  the  political  stage  in  the  early 
days  of  America,  was  born  at  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  February  6,  1756.  He  was  the  son 
of  Aaron  and  Esther  Burr,  the  former  the 
president  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and 
the  latter  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Edwards, 
who  had  been  president  of  the  same  educa- 
tional institution.  Young  Burr  graduated 
at  Princeton  in  1772.  In  1775  he  joined 
the  provincial  army  at  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts. For  a  time,  he  served  as  a  private 
soldier,  but  later  was  made  an  aide  on  the 
staff  of  the  unfortunate  General  Montgom- 
ery, in  the  Quebec  expedition.  Subse- 
quently he  was  on  the  staffs  of  Arnold,  Put- 
nam and  Washington,  the  latter  of  whom 
he  disliked.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  and  commanded  a 
brigade  on  Monmouth's  bloody  field.  In 
1779.  on  account  of  feeble  health.  Colonel 
Burr  resigned  from  the  army.  He  took  up 
the  practice  of  law  in  Albany,  New  York, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  New  York  City. 
In  1789  he  became  attorney-general  of  that 
state.  In  1791  he  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  state  of  New  York  in  the  United  States 
senate  and  held  that  position  for  six  years. 
In  1800  he  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were  both 
candidates  for  the  presidency,  and  there 
being  a  tie  in  the  electoral  college,  each 
having  seventy-three  votes,  the  choice  was 
left  to  congress,  who  gave  the  first  place  to 
Jefferson  and  made  Aaron  Burr  vice-presi^ 
dent,  as  the  method  then  was.  In  1804  Mr. 
Burr  and  his  great  rival,  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, met  in  a  duel,  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  the  latter,  Burr  losing  thereby  con- 
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siderable  political  and  social  influence.  He 
soon  embarked  in  a  wild  attempt  upon 
Mexico,  and  as  was  asserted,  upon  the 
southwestern  territories  of  the  United 
States.  Ke  was  tried  for  treason  at 
Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1807,  but  acquitted, 
and  to  avoid  importunate  creditors,  fled  to 
Europe.  After  a  time,  in  18 12,  he  returned 
to  New  York,  where  he  practiced  law,  and 
where  he  died,  September  14,  1836.  A  man 
of  great  ability,  brilliant  and  popular  talents, 
his  influence  was  destroyed  by  his  unscrupu- 
lous political  actions  and  immoral  private 
life.  ^_^_^_ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  statesmen  of  the  early 
days  of  the  republic,  was  born  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  January  29,  1761.  He  was 
the  son  of  Jean  de  Gallatin  and  Sophia  A. 
Rolaz  du  Rosey  Gallatin,  representatives  of 
an  old  patrician  family.  Albert  Gallatin 
was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  and  was 
educated  under  the  care  of  friends  of  his 
parents.  He  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Geneva  in  1779,  and  declining  employ- 
ment under  one  of  the  sovereigns  of  Ger- 
many, came  to  the  struggling  colonies,  land- 
ing in  Boston  July  14,  1780.  Shortly  after 
his  arrival  he  proceeded  to  Maine,  where  he 
served  as  a  volunteer  under  Colonel  Allen. 
He  made  advances  to  the  government  for 
the  support  of  the  American  troops,  and  in 
November,  1780,  was  placed  in  command 
of  a  sm_all  fort  at  Passamaquoddy,  defended 
by  a  force  of  militia,  volunteers  and  Indians. 
In  1783  he  was  professor  of  the  French 
language  at  Harvard  University.  A  year 
later,  having  received  his  patrimony  from 
Europe,  he  purchased  large  tracts  of  land 
in  western  Virginia,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  Indians  from  forming  the  large  settle- 
ment he  proposed,  and,  in  1786,  purchased 


a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1789  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
to  amend  the  constitution  of  that  state,  and 
united  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
the  head  of  which  was  Thomas  Jefferson. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he  was 
subsequently  re-elected.'  In  1793  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate,  but 
could  not  take  his  seat  on  account  of  not 
having  been  a  citizen  long  enough.  In  1794 
Mr.  Gallatin  was  elected  to  the  representa- 
tive branch  of  congress,  in  which  he  served 
three  terms.  He  also  took  an  important 
position  in  the  suppression  of  the.  "  whiskey 
insurrection."  In  1801,  on  the  accession  of 
Jefferson  to  the  presidency,  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
In  1809  Mr.  Madison  ofiered  him  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  of  state,  but  he  declined, 
and  continued  at  the  head  of  the  treasury 
until  18 12,  a  period  of  twelve  years.  He 
exercised  a  great  influence  on  the  other  de- 
partments and  in  the  general  administration, 
especially  in  the  matter  of  financial  reform, 
and  recommended  measures  for  taxation, 
etc. ,  which  were  passed  by  congress,  and  be- 
came laws  May  24,  18 1 3.  The  same  year  he 
was  sent  as  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  Rus- 
sia, which  had  offered  to  mediate  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  but  the  lat- 
ter country  refusing  the  interposition  of 
another  power,  and  agreeing  to  treat  di- 
rectly with  the  United  States,  in  18 14,  at 
Ghent,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  connection  with  his 
distinguished  colleagues,  negotiated  and 
signed  the  treaty  of  peace.  In  181 5,  in 
conjunction  with  Messrs.  Adams  and  Clay, 
he  signed,  at  London,  a  commercial  treaty 
between  the  two  countries.  In  18 16,  de- 
clining his  old  post  at  the  head  of  the  treas- 
ury, Mr.  Gallatin  was  sent  as  minister  to 
France,    where    he    remained    until    1823. 
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After  a  year  spent  in  England  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, he  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
York,  and  from  that  time  held  no  public 
office.  In  1830  he  was  chosen  president  of 
the  council  of  the  University  of  New  York. 
He  was,  in  1831,  made  president  of  the 
National  bank,  which  position  he  resigned 
in  1839.      He  died  August  12,  1849. 


MILLARD  FILLMORE,  the  thirteenth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  of  New  England  parentage  in  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  January  7, 
1800.  His  school  education  was  very  lim- 
ited, but  he  occupied  his  leisure  hours  in 
study.  He  worked  in  youth  upon  his  fa- 
ther's farm  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  was  apprenticed  to  a  wool 
carder  and  cloth  dresser.  Four  years  later 
he  was  induced  by  Judge  Wood  to  enter  his 
office  at  Montviile,  New  York,  and  take  up 
the  study  of  law.  This  warm  friend,  find- 
ing young  Fillmore  destitute  of  means, 
loaned  him  money,  but  the  latter,  not  wish- 
ing to  incur  a  heavy  debt,  taught  school 
during  part  of  the  time  and  in  this  and  other 
ways  helped  maintain  himself.  In  1822  he 
removed  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  the  year 
following,  being  admitted  to  the.  bar,  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  East  Aurora,  in  the  same  state.  Here 
he  remained  until  1830,  having,  in  the 
meantime,  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  became  the  partner  of  S.  G. 
Haven  and  N.  K.  Hall.  He  entered  poli- 
tics and  served  in  the  state  legislature  from 
1829  to  1832.  He  was  in  congress  in  1833- 
35  and  in  1837-41,  where  he  proved  an 
active  and  useful  member,  favoring  the 
views  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  then  battling 
almost  alone  the  slave-holding  party  in  na- 
tional politics,  and  in  most  01   public  ques- 


tions acted  with  the  Whig  party.  While 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  he  took  a  leading  part  in  draughting 
the  tariff  bill  of  1842.  In  1844  Mr.  Fill- 
more was  the  Whig  candidate  for  governor 
of  New  York.  In  1 847  he  was  chosen 
comptroller  of  the  state,  and  abandoning 
his  practice  and  profession  removed  to  Al- 
bany. In  1848  he  was  elected  vice  presi- 
dent on  the  ticket  with  General  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  they  were  inaugurated  the  fol- 
lowing March.  On  the  death  of  the  presi- 
dent, July  9,  1850,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  in- 
ducted into  that  office.  The  great  events 
of  his  administration  were  the  passage  of 
the  famous  compromise  acts  of  1850,  and 
the  sending  out  of  the  Japan  expedition  of 
1852. 

March  4,  1853,  having  served  one  term. 
President  Fillmore  retired  from  office,  and 
in  1855  went  to  Europe,  where  he  received 
marked  attention.  On  returning  home,  in 
1856,  he  was  nominated  for  the  presidency 
by  the  Native  American  or  "Know-Noth- 
ing" party,  but  was  defeated,  James  Buch- 
anan being  the  successful  candidate. 

Mr.  Fillmore  ever  afterward  lived  in  re- 
tirement. During  the  conflict  of  Civil  war 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  sup- 
posed, however,  that  his  sympathy  was  with 
the  southern  confederacy.  He  kept  aloof 
from  the  conflict  without  any  words  of  cheer 
to  the  one  party  or  the  other.  For  this  rea- 
son he  was  forgotten  by  both.  He  died  of 
paralysis,  in  Buffalo,   New  York,    March  8, 

1874-  

PETER  F.  ROTHERMEL,  one  of  Amer- 
ica's greatest  and  best-known  historical 
painters,  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  8,  1817,  and  was  of  German 
ancestry.  He  received  his  earlier  education 
in   his   native   county,  and   in    Philadelphia 
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learned  the  profession  of  land  surveying. 
But  a  strong  bias  toward  art  drew  him  away 
and  he  soon  opened  a  studio  where  he  did 
portrait  painting.  This  soon  gave  place  to 
historical  painting,  he  having  discovered  the 
bent  of  his  genius  in  that  direction.  Be- 
sides the  two  pictures  in  the  Capitol  at 
Washington — '  'DeSoto  Discovering  the  Mis- 
sissippi" and  "Patrick  Henry  Before  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses" — Rothermel 
painted  many  others,  chief  among  which 
are:  "Columbus  Before  Queen  Isabella," 
"Martyrs  of  the  Colosseum,"  "Cromwell 
Breaking  Up  Service  in  an  English  Church, " 
and  the  famous  picture  of  the  "Battle 
of  Gettysburg."  The  last  named  was 
painted  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
which  Rothermel  received  the  sum  of  $25,- 
000,  and  which  it  took  him  four  years  to 
plan  and  to  paint.  It  represents  the  portion 
of  that  historic  field  held  by  the  First  corps, 
an  exclusively  Pennsylvania  body  of  men, 
and  was  selected  by  Rothermel  for  that 
reason.  For  many  years  most  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  Italy,  only  returning  for  short 
periods.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  August 
16,  1895. 

EDMUND  KIRBY  SMITH,  one  of  the 
distinguished  leaders  upon  the  side  of  the 
south  in  the  late  Civil  war,  was  born  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  in  1824,  After  receiv- 
ing the  usual  education  he  was  appointed  to 
the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1845  and 
entered  the  army  as  second  lieutenant  of 
infantry.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  was 
made  first  lieutenant  and  captain  for  gallant 
conduct  at  Cerro  Gordo  and  Contreras. 
From  1849  to  1852  he  was  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  at  West  Point.  He 
was  transferred  to  the  Second  cavalry  with 
the  rank  of  captain  in   1855,  served  on  the 


frontier,  and  was  wounded  in  a  fight  with 
Comanche  Indians  in  Texas,  May  13,  1859. 
In  January,  1861,  he  became  major  of  his 
regiment,  but  resigned  April  9th  to  fol- 
low the  fortunes  of  the  southern  cause. 
He  was  appointed  brigadier-general  in  the 
Confederate  army  and  served  in  Virginia. 
At  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  1861, 
he  arrived  on  the  field  late  in  the  day,  but 
was  soon  disabled  by  a  wound.  He  was 
made  major-general  in  1862,  and  being  trans- 
ferred to  East  Tennessee,  was  given  com- 
mand of  that  department.  Under  General 
Braxton  Bragg  he  led  the  advance  in  the 
invasion  of  Kentucky  and  defeated  the  Union 
forces  at  Richmond,  Kentucky,  August  30, 

1862,  and  advanced  to  Frankfort.  Pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  he 
was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Perryville, 
October  10,  and  in  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro,   December  31,    1862,   and  January  3, 

1863.  He  was  soon  made  general,  the 
highest  rank  in  the  service,  and  in  com- 
mand of  the  trans-Mississippi  department 
opposed  General  N.  P.  Banks  in  the  famous 
Red  River  expedition,  taking  part  in  the 
battle  of  Jenkins  Ferry,  April  30,  1864,  and 
other  engagements  of  that  eventful  cam- 
paign. He  was  the  last  to  surrender  the 
forces  under  his  command,  which  he  did 
May  26,  1865.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  located  in  Tennessee,  where  he  died 
March  28,  1893. 


JOHN  JAMES  INGALLS,  a  famous 
American  statesman,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1833,  at  Middleton,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  reared  and  received  his  early 
education.  He  went  to  Kansas  in  1858 
and  joined  the  free-soil  arm}^  and  a  year 
after  his  arrival  he  was  a  member  of  the  his- 
torical Wyandotte  convention,  which  drafted 
a   free-state   constitution.     In  i860  he  was 
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made  secretary  of  the  territorial  council, 
and  in  1861  was  secretary  of  the  state  sen- 
ate. The  next  year  he  was  duly  elected  to 
the  legitimate  state  senate  from  Atchison, 
where  he  had  made  his  home.  From  that 
time  he  was  the  leader  of  the  radical  Re- 
publican element  in  the  state.  He  became 
the  editor  of  the  "  Atchison  Champion  "  in 
1863,  which  was  a  "red-hot  free-soil  Re- 
publican organ."  In  1862  he  was  the  anti- 
Lane  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor,  but 
was  defeated.  He  was  elected  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  senate  to  succeed  Senator  Pom- 
eroy,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  forty-third 
congress  and  served  until  the  fiftieth.  In 
the  forty-ninth  congress  he  succeeded  Sen- 
ator Sherman  as  president  pro  tem.,  which 
position  he  held  through  the  fiftieth  con- 
gress. 

BENJAMIN  WEST,  the  greatest  of  the 
early  American  painters,  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent  and  Quaker  parentage.  He  was 
born  in  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  in  1738. 
From  what  source  he  inherited  his  genius  it 
is  hard  to  imagine,  since  the  tenets  and 
tendencies  of  the  Quaker  faith  were  not  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  genius  of  art,  but 
at  the  age  of  nine  years,  with  no  suggestion 
except  that  of  inspiration,  we  find  him  choos- 
ing his  model  from  life,  and  laboring  over 
his  first  work  calculated  to  attract  public 
notice.  It  was  a  representation  of  a  sleep- 
ing child  in  ils  cradle.  The  brush  with 
which  he  painted  it  was  made  of  hairs 
which  he  plucked  from  the  cat's  tail,  and 
the  colors  were  obtained  from  the  war  paints 
of  friendly  Indians,  his  mother's  indigo  bag, 
and  ground  chalk  and  charcoal,  and  the  juice 
of  berries,  but  there  were  touches  in  the  rude 
production  that  he  declared  in  later  da3's 
were  a  credit  to  his  best  works.  The  pic- 
ture  attracted    notice,    for    a    council    was 


called  at  once  to  pass  upon  the  boy's  con- 
duct in  thus  infringing  the  laws  of  the  so- 
ciety. There  were  judges  among  them  who 
saw  in  his  genius  a  rare  gift  and  their  wis- 
dom prevailed,  and  the  child  was  given  per- 
mission to  follow  his  inclination.  He  studied 
under  a  painter  named  Williams,  and  then 
spent  some  years  as  a  portrait  painter  with 
advancing  success.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  went  to  Italy,  and  not  until  he  had 
perfected  himself  by  twenty-three  years  of 
labor  in  that  paradise  of  art  was  he  satisfied 
to  turn  his  face  toward  home.  However,  he 
stopped  at  London,  and  decided  to  settle 
there,  sending  to  America  for  his  intended 
bride  to  join  him.  Though  the  Revolution- 
ary war  was  raging.  King  George  III  showed 
the  American  artist  the  highest  considera- 
tion and  regard.  His  remuneration  from 
works  for  royalty  amounted  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year  for  thirty  years. 

West's  best  known  work  in  America  is, 
perhaps,  "The  Death  of  General  Wolf." 
West  was  one  of  the  thirty-six  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  academy  and  succeeded 
Joshua  Reynolds  as  president,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  his  death.  His  early 
works  were  his  best,  as  he  ceased  to  display 
originality  in  his  later  life,  conventionality 
having  seriously  affected  his  efforts.  He 
died  in  1820. 


SAMUEL  PORTER  JONES,  the  famous 
Georgia  evangelist,  was  born  October 
16,  1847,  in  Chambers  county,  Alabama. 
He  did  not  attend  school  regularly  during 
his  boyhood,  but  worked  on  a  farm,  and 
went  to  school  at  intervals,  on  account  of 
ill  health.  His  father  removed  to  Carters- 
ville,  Georgia,  when  Mr.  Jones  was  a  small 
boy.  He  quit  school  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
and  never  attended  college.  The  war  inter-, 
fered  with  his  education,  which  was  intended 
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to  prepare  him  for  the  legal  profession. 
After  the  war  he  renewed  his  preparation 
for  college,  but  was  compelled  to  desist  from 
such  a  course,  as  his  health  failed  him  en- 
tirely. Later  on,  however,  he  still  pursued 
his  legal  studies  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Soon  after  this  event  he  went  to  Dal- 
las, Paulding  county,  Georgia,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  in  a  few  months  removed  to  Cherokee 
county,  Alabama,  where  he  taught  school. 
In  1 869  he  returned  to  Cartersville,  Georgia, 
and  arrived  in  time  to  see  his  father  die. 
Immediately  after  this  event  he  applied  for 
a  -license  to  preach,  and  went  to  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  to  the  meeting  of  the  North  Geor- 
gia Conference  of  the  M.  E.  church  south, 
which  received  him  on  trial.  He  became 
an  evangelist  of  great  note,  and  traveled 
extensively,  delivering  his  sermons  in  an 
inimitable  style  that  made  him  very  popular 
with  the  masses,  his  methods  of  conducting 
revivals  being  unique  and  original  and  his 
preaching  practical  and  incisive. 


SHELBY  MOORE  CULLOM,  a  national 
character  in  political  affairs  and  for 
many  years  United  States  senator  from 
Illinois,  was  born  November  22,  1829,  at 
Monticello,  Kentucky.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  Illinois  in  1830  and  spent  his  early 
yearson  afarm,  but  havingformed  the  purpose 
of  devoting  himself  to  the  lawyer's  profession 
he  spent  two  years  study  at  the  Rock  River 
seminary  at  Mount  Morris,  Illinois.  In  1853 
Mr.  Cullom  entered  the  law  office  of  Stuart 
and  Edwards  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  two 
years  later  he  began  the  independent  prac- 
tice of  law  in  that  city.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  was  soon  elected  city 
attorney  of  Springfield.  In  1856  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Illinois  house  of 
representatives.      He  identified  himself  with 


the  newly  formed  Republican  party  and  in 
i860  was  re-elected  to  the  legislature  of  his 
state,  in  which  he  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
house.  In  1862  President  Lincoln  appoint- 
ed a  commission  to  pass  upon  and  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  United  States  quarter- 
masters and  disbursing  officers,  composed 
as  follows:  Shelby  M.  Cullom,  of  Illinois; 
Charles  A.  Dana,  of  New  York,  and 
Gov.  Boutwell,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Cullom  was  nominated  for  congress  in 
1864,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
1,785.  In  the  house  of  representatives  he 
became  an  active  and  aggressive  member, 
was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  territories 
and  served  in  congress  until  1868.  Mr. 
Cullom  was  returned  to  the  state  legislature, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  speaker  in  1872, 
and  Vv'as  re-elected  in  1874.  In  1876  he 
was  elected  governor  of  Illinois  and  at  the 
end  of  his  term  he  was  chosen  for  a  second 
term.  He  was  elected  United  States  senator 
in  1883  and  twice  re-elected. 


RICHARD  JORDAN  CATLING,  an 
American  inventor  of  much  note,  was 
born  in  Hertford  county.  North  Carolina, 
September  12,  1818.  At  an  early  age  he 
gave  promise  of  an  inventive  genius.  The 
first  emanation  from  his  mind  was  the 
invention  of  a  screw  for  the  propulsion  oi 
water  craft,  but  on  application  for  a 
patent,  found  that  he  was  forestalled  but 
a  short  time  by  John  Ericsson.  Subse- 
quently he  invented  a  machine  for  sowing 
wheat  in  drills,  which  was  used  to  a  great 
extent  throughout  the  west.  He  then  stud- 
ied medicine,  and  in  1847-8  attended 
lectures  at  the  Indiana  Medical  College 
at  Laporte,  and  in  1848-9  at  the  Ohio 
Medical  College  at  Cincinnati.  He  later 
discovered  a  method  of  transmitting  power 
through  the  medium  of  compressed  air.     A 
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double-acting  hemp  break  was  also  invented 
by  him.  The  invention,  however,  by  which 
Dr.  Catling  became  best  known  was  the 
famous  machine  gun  which  bears  his  name. 
This  he  brought  to  light  in  1861-62,  and  on 
the  first  trial  of  it,  in  the  spring  of  the  latter 
year,  two  hundred  shots  per  minute  were 
fired  from  it.  After  making  some  improve- 
ments which  increased  its  efficiency,  it  was 
submitted  to  severe  trials  by  our  govern- 
ment at  the  arsenals  at  Frankfort,  Wash- 
ington and  Fortress  Monroe,  and  at  other 
points.  The  gun  was  finally  adopted  by 
our  government,  as  well  as  by  that  of  Great 
Britain,  Russia  and  others. 


BENJAMIN  RYAN  TILLMAN,  who  won 
a  national  fame  in  politics,  was  born 
August  II,  1847,  in  Edgefield  county.  South 
Carolina.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Oldfield  school,  where  he  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  Latin  and  Creek,  in  addition 
to  a  good  English  education.  He  left  school 
in  1864  to  join  the  Confederate  army,  but 
was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  a  severe 
illness,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  an  eye. 
In  1867  he  removed  to  Florida,  but  returned 
in  1868,  when  he  was  married  and  devoted 
himself  to  farniing.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  organization  of  his"  county, 
but  except  a  few  occasional  services  he  took 
no  active  part  in  politics  then.  Gradually, 
however,  his  attention  was  directed  to  the 
depressed  condition  of  the  farming  interests 
of  his  state,  and  in  August,  1885,  before  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  agricultural  society  and 
state  grange  at  Bennettsville,  he  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  set  forth  the  cause  of 
agricultural  depression  and  urged  measures 
of  relief.  From  his  active  interest  in  the 
farming  class  he  was  styled  the  "  Agricult- 
ural Moses."     He  advocated  an  industrial 

school  for  women  and  for  a  separate  agri- 
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cultural  college,  and  in  1887  he  secured  a 
modification  in  the  final  draft  of  the  will  of 
Thomas  C.  Clemson,  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  the  Clemson  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Fort  Hill.  In  1890  he  was  chosen 
governor  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
carried  the  election  by  a  large  majority. 
Governor  Tillman  was  inaugurated  Decem- 
ber 4,  1890.  Mr.  Tillman  was  next  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate  from  South 
Carolina,  and  gained  a  national  reputation 
by  his  fervid  oratory. 


GEORGE  DENISON  PRENTICE.— 
No  journalist  of  America  was  so  cele- 
brated in  his  time  for  the  wit,  spice,  and 
vigor  of  his  writing,  as  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  From  Atlantic  to 
Pacific  he  was  well  known  by  his  witticism 
as  well  as  by  strength  and  force  of  his  edi- 
torials. He  was  a  native  of  Preston,  Con- 
necticut, born  December  18,  1802.  After 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  liberal  education 
in  his  youth,  he  entered  Brown  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1823.  Tak- 
ing up  the  study  of  law,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1829.  During  part  of  his  time 
he  was  editor  of  the  "  New  England  Weekly 
Review,"  a  position  which  he  relinquished 
to  go  south  and  was  succeeded  by  John 
Greenleaf  Whittier,  the  ^Quaker  poet. 

On  arriving  in  Louisville,  whither  he 
had  gone  to  gather  items  for  his  history  of 
Henry  Clay,  Mr.  Prentice  became  identified 
with  the  "  Louisville  Journal,"  which,  under 
his  hands,  became  one  of  the  leading  Whig 
newspapers  of  the  country.  At  the  head  of 
this  he  remained  until  the  day  of  his  death. 
This  latter  event  occurred  January  22,  1870, 
and  he  was  succeeded  in  the  control  of  the 
"  Journal  "  by    Colonel    Henry  Watterson. 

Mr.  Prentice  was  an  author  of  consider- 
able celebrity,  chief  among  his  works  being 
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"The  Life  of  Henry  Clay,"  and  "Prentice- 
ana,"  a  collection  of  wit  and  humor,  that 
passed  through  several  large  editions. 


SAM.  HOUSTON,  in  the  opinion  of  some 
critics  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men 
who  ever  figured  in  American  history,  was  a 
native  of  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia,  born 
March  2,  1793.  Early  in  life  he  was  left  in 
destitute  circumstances  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  and,  with  his  mother,  removed  to 
Tennessee,  then  almost  a  boundless  wilder- 
ness. He  received  but  little  education, 
spending  the  most  of  his  time  among  the 
Cherokee  Indians.  Part  of  the  time  of  his 
residence  there  Houston  acted  as  clerk  for  a 
trader  and  also  taught  one  of  the  primitive 
schools  of  the  day.  In  181 3  he  enlisted  as 
private  in  the  United  States  army  and  was 
engaged  under  General  Jackson  in  the  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians.  When  peace  was 
made  Houston  was  a  lieutenant,  but  he  re- 
signed his  commission  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law  at  Nashville.  After  holding 
some  minor  offices  he  was  elected  member 
of  congress  from  Tennessee.  This  was  in 
1823.  He  retained  this  office  until  1827, 
when  he  was  chosen  governor  of  the  state. 
In  1829,  resigning  that  office  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  Sam  Houston  removed 
to  Arkansas,  and  made  his  home  among  the 
Cherokees,  becoming  the  agent  of  that 
tribe  and  representing  their  interests  at 
Washington.  On  a  visit  to  Texas,  just 
prior  to  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  con- 
vention called  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
up  a  constitution  previous  to  the  admission 
of  the  state  into  the  Mexican  union,  he  was 
unanimously  chosen  a  delegate.  The  con- 
vention framed  the  constitution,  but,  it  be- 
ing rejected  by  the  government  of  Mexico, 
and  the  petition  for  admission  to  the  Con- 
federacy denied  and  the  Texans  told  by  the 


president  of  the  Mexican  union  to  give  up 
their  arms,  bred  trouble.  It  was  determined 
to  resist  this  demand.  A  military  force  was 
soon  organized,  with  General  Houston  at 
the  head  of  it.  War  was  prosecuted  with 
great  vigor,  and  with  varying  success,  but 
at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  April  21,  1836, 
the  Mexicans  were  defeated  and  their  leader 
and  president,  Santa  Anna,  captured.  Texas 
was  then  proclaimed  an  independent  repub- 
lic, and  in  October  of  the  same  year  Hous- 
ton was  inaugurated  president.  On  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas  to  the  Federal  Union,  in 
1845,  Houston  was  elected  senator,  and 
held  that  position  for  twelve  years.  Oppos- 
ing the  idea  of  secession,  he  retired  from 
political  life  in  1861,  and  died  at  Hunts- 
ville,  Texas,  July  25,  1863. 


ELI  WHITNEY,  the  inventor  of  the  cot- 
ton-gin, was  born  in  Westborough,  Mas- 
sachusetts, December  8,  1765.  After  his 
graduation  from  Yale  College,  he  went  to 
Georgia,  where  he  studied  law,  and  lived 
with  the  family  of  the  widow  of  General 
Nathaniel  Greene.  At  that  time  the  only 
way  known  to  separate  the  cotton  seed  from 
the  fiber  was  by  hand,  making  it  extremely 
slow  and  expensive,  and  for  this  reason  cot- 
ton was  little  cultivated  in  this  country. 
Mrs.  Greene  urged  the  inventive  V/hitney 
to  devise  some  means  for  accomplishing 
this  work  by  machinery.  This  he  finally 
succeeded  in  doing,  but  he  was  harassed  by 
attempts  to  defraud  him  by  those  who  had 
stolen  his  ideas.  He  at  last  formed  a  part- 
nership with  a  man  named  Miller,  and  they 
began  the  manufacture  of  the  machines  at 
Washington,  Georgia,  in  1795.  The  suc- 
cess of  his  invention  was  immediate,  and  the 
legislature  of  South  Carolina  voted  the  sum 
of  $50,000  for  his  idea.  This  sum  he  had 
great  difficulty  in  collecting,  after  years  of 
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litigation  and  delay.  North  Carolina  al- 
lowed him  a  royalty,  and  the  same  was 
agreed  to  by  Tennessee,  but  was  never  paid. 

While  his  fame  rests  upon  the  invention 
of  the  cotton-gin,  his  fortune  came  from  his 
improvements  in  the  manufacture  and  con- 
struction of  firearms.  In  1798  the  United 
States  government  gave  him  a  contract  for 
this  purpose,  and  he  accumulated  a  fortune 
from  it.  The  town  of  Whitneyville,  Con- 
necticut, was  founded  by  this  fortune. 
Whitney  died  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
January  8,  1825. 

The  cotton-gin  made  the  cultivation  of 
cotton  profitable,  and  this  led  to  rapid  in- 
troduction of  slavery  in  the  south.  His  in- 
vention thus  affected  our  national  history  in 
a  manner  little  dreamed  of  by  the  inventor. 


LESTER  WALLACK  (John  Lester  Wal- 
lack),  for  many  years  the  leading  light 
comedian  upon  the  American  stage,  was 
the  son  of  James  W.  Wallack,  the  "  Brum- 
mell  of  the  Stage."  Both  father  and  son 
were  noted  for  their  comeliness  of  feature 
and  form.  Lester  Wallack  was  born  in 
New  York,  January  i,  18 19.  He  received 
his  education  in  England,  and  made  his  first 
appearance  on  the  stage  in  1848  at  the  New 
Broadway  theater.  New  York.  He  acted 
light  comedy  parts,  and  also  occasion- 
ally in  romantic  plays  like  Monte  Cristo, 
which  play  made  him  his  fame.  He  went 
to  England  and  played  under  management 
of  such  men  as  Hamblin  and  Burton, and  then 
returned  to  New  York  with  his  father,  who 
opened  the  first  Wallack's  theater,  at  the 
corner  of  Broome  and  Broadway,  in  1852. 
The  location  was  afterward  changed  to 
Thirteenth  and  Broadway,  in  1861,  and 
later  to  its  present  location,  Broadway  and 
Thirteenth,  in  1882.  The  elder  Wallack 
died  in    1864,    after  which  Lester  assumed 


management,  jointly  with  Theodore  Moss. 
Lester  Wallack  was  commissioned  in  the 
queen's  service  while  in  England,  and  there 
he  also  married  a  sister  to  the  famous  artist, 
the  late  John  Everett  Millais.  While  Les- 
ter Wallack  never  played  in  the  interior 
cities,  his  name  was  as  familiar  to  the  public 
as  that  of  our  greatest  stars.  He  died  Sep- 
tember 6,  1888,  at  Stamford,   Connecticut. 


GEORGE  MORTIMER  PULLMAN, 
the  palace  car  magnate,  inventor, 
multi-millionaire  and  manufacturer,  may 
well  be  classed  among  the  remarkable 
self-made  men  of  the  century.  He  was 
born  March  3,  1831,  in  Chautauqua  county. 
New  York.  His  parents  were  poor,  and 
his  education  was  limited  to  what  he  could 
learn  of  the  rudimentary  branches  in  the 
district  school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
went  to  work  as  clerk  for  a  country  mer- 
chant. He  kept  this  place  three  years, 
studying  at  night.  When  seventeen  he 
went  to  Albion,  New  York,  and  worked  for 
his  brother,  who  kept  a  cabinet  shop  there. 
Five  years  later  he  went  into  business  for 
himself  as  contractor  for  moving  buildings 
along  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal,  which  was 
then  being  widened  by  the  state,  and  was 
successful  in  this.  In  1858  he  removed  to 
Chicago  and  engaged  in  the  business  of 
moving  and  raising  houses.  The  work  was 
novel  there  then  and  he  was  quite  success- 
ful. About  this  time  the  discomfort  attend- 
ant on  traveling  at  night  attracted  his  at- 
tention. He  reasoned  that  the  public  would 
gladly  pay  for  comfortable  sleeping  accom- 
modations. A  few  sleeping  cars  were  in 
use  at  that  time,  but  they  were  wretchedly 
crude,  uncomtortable  affairs.  In  1859  he 
bought  two  old  day  coaches  from  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  road  and  remodeled  them  some- 
thing like  the  general  plan  of  the  sleepinj?- 


122 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGRAPHY. 


cars  of  the  present  day.  They  were  put 
into  service  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  and 
became  popular  at  once.  In  1863  he  built 
the  first  sleeping-car  resembling  the  Pullman 
cars  of  to-day.  It  cost  $18,000  and  was 
the  "Pioneer."  After  that  the  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Company  prospered.  It  had 
shops  at  different  cities.  In  1880  the  Town 
of  Pullman  was  founded  by  Mr.  Pullman 
and  his  company,  and  this  model  manufac- 
turing community  is  known  all  over  the 
world.    Mr.  Pullman  died  October  19,  1897. 


JAMES  E.  B.  STUART,  the  most  famous 
cavalry  leader  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy during  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in 
Patrick  county,  Virginia,  in  1833.  On 
graduating  from  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,  West  Point,  in  1854,  he  was  as- 
signed, as  second  lieutenant,  to  a  regim.ent 
of  mounted  rifles,  receiving  his  commission 
in  October.  In  March,  1855,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  newly  organized  First  cavalry, 
and  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant  the 
following  December,  and  to  captain  April 
22,  1 86 1,  Taking  the  side  of  the  south, 
May  14,  1861,  he  was  made  colonel  of  a 
Virginia  cavalry  regiment,  and  served  as 
such  at  Bull  Run.  In  September,  1861,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral, and  major-general  early  in  1862.  On 
the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  in  June  of  the  latter  year,  when 
R.  E.  Lee  assumed  command.  General  Stu- 
art made  a  reconnoissance  with  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  cavalry  and  four  guns, 
and  in  two  days  made  the  circuit  of  McClel- 
lan's  army,  producing  much  confusion  and 
gathering  useful  information,  and  losing  but 
one  man.  August  25,  1862,  he  captured 
part  of  Pope's  headquarters'  train,  including 
that  general's  private  baggage  and  official 
correspondence,    and  the   next  night,    in  a 


descent  upon  Manasses,  capturing  immense 
quantities  of  commissary  and  quartermaster 
store,  eight  guns,  a  number  of  locomotives 
and  a  few  hundred  prisoners.  During  the 
invasion  of  Maryland,  in  September,  1862, 
General  Stuart  acted  as  rearguard,  resisting 
the  advance  of  the  Federal  cavalry  at  South 
Mountain,  and  at  Antietam  commanded  the 
Confederate  left.  Shortly  after  he  crossed 
the  Potomac,  m.aking  a  raid  as  far  as  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862,  Gen- 
eral Stuart's  command  was  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Confederate  line.  At  Chancel- 
lorsville,  after  "Stonewall  "  Jackson's  death 
and  the  wounding  of  General  A.  P.  Hill, 
General  Stuart  assumed  command  of  Jack- 
son's corps,  which  he  led  in  the  severe  con- 
test of  May  3,  1863.  Early  in  June,  the 
same  year,  a  large  force  of  cavalry  was 
gathered  under  Stuart,  at  Culpepper,  Vir- 
ginia, which,  advancing  to  join  General  Lee 
in  his  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  was  met  at 
Brandy  Station,  by  two  divisions  of  cavalry 
and  two  brigades  of  infantry,  under  General 
John  I.  Gregg,  and  driven  back.  During  the 
movements  of  the  Gettysburg  campaign  he 
rendered  important  services.  In  May,  1864, 
General  Stuart  succeeded,  by  a  detour,  in 
placing  himself  between  Richmond  and 
Sheridan's  advancing  column,  and  at  Yellow 
Tavern  was  attacked  in  force.  During  the 
fierce  conflict  that  ensued  General  Stuart 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  at  Rich- 
mond, May  II,  1864. 


FRANKLIN  PIERCE,  the  fourteenth 
president  of  the  United  States — from 
1853  until  1857 — was  born  November  23, 
1804,  at  Hillsboro,  New  Hampshire.  He 
came  of  old  revolutionary  stock  and  his 
father  was  a  governor  of  the  state.  Mr. 
Pierce  entered  Bowdoin    College  in    1820, 
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was  graduated  in  1824,  and  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  ofiice  of  Judge  Wood- 
bury, and  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Mr.  Pierce  practiced  his  profession  with 
varying  successes  in  his  native  town  and 
also  in  Concord.  He  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  in  1833  and  served  in  that 
body  until  1837,  the  last  two  years  of  his 
term  serving  as  speaker  of  the  house.  He 
was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  in 
1837,  just  as  President  Van  Buren  began 
his  term  of  office.  Mr.  Pierce  served  until 
1842,  and  many  times  during  Polk's  term  he 
declined  important  public  offices.  During 
the  war  with  Mexico  Mr.  Pierce  was  ap- 
pointed brigadier-general,  and  he  embarked 
with  a  portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  May  27,  1847,  and  went  with 
them  to  the  field  of  battle.  He  served 
through  the  war  and  distinguished  himself 
by  his  skill,  bravery  and  excellent  judg- 
ment. When  he  reached  his  home  in  his 
native  state  he  was  received  coldly  by  the 
opponents  of  the  war,  but  the  advocates  of 
the  war  made  up  for  his  cold  reception  by 
the  enthusiastic  welcome  which  they  ac- 
corded him.  Mr.  Pierce  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  and  in  the  political 
strife  that  followed  he  gave  his  support  to 
the  pro- slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic 
party.  The  Democratic  convention  met  in 
Baltimore,  June  12,  1852,  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  they  con- 
tinued in  session  four  days,  and  in  thirty- 
five  ballotings  no  one  had  secured  the  re- 
quisite two-thirds  vote.  Mr.  Pierce  had  not 
received  a  vote  as  yet,  until  the  Virginia 
delegation  brought  his  name  forward,  and 
finally  on  the  forty-ninth  ballot  Mr,  Pierce 
received  282  votes  and  all  the  other  candi- 
dates eleven.  His  opponent  on  the  Whig 
ticket  was  General  Winfield  Scott,  who 
only  received   the   electoral  votes    of    four 


states.  Mr.  Pierce  was  inaugurated  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  March  4,  1853, 
with  W.  R.  King  as  vice  president,  and  the 
following  named  gentlemen  were  afterward 
chosen  to  fill  the  positions  in  the  cabinet: 
William  S.  Marcy,  James  Guthrie,  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  James  C.  Dobbin,  Robert  Mc- 
Clelland, James  Campbell  and  Caleb  Gush- 
ing. During  the  administration  of  President 
Pierce  the  Missouri  compromise  law  was 
repealed,  and  all  the  territories  of  the  Union 
were  thrown  open  to  slavery,  and  the  dis- 
turbances in  Kansas  occurred.  In  1857  he 
was  succeeded  in  the  presidency  by  James 
Buchanan,  and  retired  to  his  home  in  Con- 
cord, New  Hampshire.  He  always  cherished 
his  principles  of  slavery,  and  at  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  he  was  an  adherent  of 
the  cause  of  the  Confederacy.  He  died  at 
Concord,  New  Hampshire,  October  8,  1869. 


JAMES  B.  WEAVER,  well  known  as  a 
leader  of  the  Greenback  and  later  of  the 
Populist  .party,  was  born  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
June  12,  1833.  He  received  his  earlier 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Ohio 
University,  at  Cincinnati,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1S54.  Removing  to  the  grow- 
ing state  of  Iowa,  he  became  connected 
with  "The  Iowa  Tribune,"  at  the  state 
capital,  Des  Moines,  as  one  of  its  editors. 
He  afterward  practiced  law  and  was  elected 
district  attorney  for  the  second  judicial  dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1 866,  which  office  he  held  for  a  short  time. 
In  1 867  Mr.  Weaver  was  appointed  assessor 
of  internal  revenue  for  the  first  district  of 
Iowa,  and  filled  that  position  until  some- 
time in  1S73.  He  was  elected  and  served 
in  the  forty-sixth  congress.  In  1880  the 
National  or  Greenback  party  in  convention 
at  Chicago,  nominated  James  B.  Weaver  as 


121 


COMPENDIUM   OF   BIOGRAPH2\ 


its  candidate  for  the  presidency.  By  a 
union  of  the  Democratic  and  National 
parties  in  his  district,  he  was  elected  to  the 
forty-ninth  congress,  and  re-elected  to  the 
same  office  in  the  fall  of  1886.  Mr.  Weaver 
was  conceded  to  be  a  very  fluent  speaker, 
and  quite  active  in  all  political  work.  On 
July  4,  1892,  at  the  National  convention 
of  the  People's  party,  General  James  B. 
Weaver  was  chosen  as  the  candidate  for 
president  of  that  organization,  and  during 
the  campaign  that  followed,  gained  a  na- 
tional reputation. 


ANTHONY  JOSEPH  DREXEL,  one 
of  the  leading  bankers  and  financiers  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1826,  and  was  the  son  of 
Francis  M.  Drexel,  who  had  established 
the  large  banking  institution  of  Drexel  & 
Co.,  so  well  known.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  Dornbirn,  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol.  He 
studied  languages  and  fine  arts  at  Turin, 
Italy.  On  returning  to  his  mountain  home, 
in  1809,  and  finding  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  he  went  to  Switzerland  and  later 
to  Paris.  In  18 12,  after  a  short  visit  home, 
he  went  to  Berlin,  where  he  studied  paint- 
ing until  18 17,  in  which  year  he  emigrated 
to  America,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  A 
few  years  later  he  went  to  Chili  and  Peru, 
where  he  executed  some  fine  portraits  of 
notable  people,  including  General  Simon 
Bolivar.  After  spending  some  time  in  Mex- 
ico, he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business.  In  1837  he 
founded  the  house  of  Drexel  &  Co.  He 
died  in  1837,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  two 
sons,  Anthony  J.  and  Francis  A.  His  son, 
Anthony  J.  Drexel,  Jr. ,  entered  the  bank 
when  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  before  he 
was  through  with  his  schooling,  and  after 
that  the  history  of  the  banking  business  of 


vv'hich  he  was  the  head,  was  the  history  of  his 
life.  The  New  York  house  of  Drexel,  Mor- 
gan &  Co.  v^as  established  in  1850;  the 
Paris  house,  Drexel,  Harjes  &  Co., in  1867. 
The  Drexel  banking  houses  have  supplied 
iand  placed  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
n  government,  corporation,  railroad  and 
other  loans  and  securities.  The  reputation 
of  the  houses  has  always  been  held  on  the 
highest  plane.  Mr.  Drexel  founded  and 
heavily  endowed  the  Drexel  Institute,  in 
Philadelphia,  an  institution  to  furnish  better 
and  wider  avenues  of  employment  to  young 
people  of  both  sexes.  It  has  departments 
of  arts,  science,  mechanical  arts  and  domes- 
tic economy.  Mr.  Drexel.Jr.,  departed  this 
Hfe  June  30,  1893. 


SAMUEL  FINLEY  BREESE  MORSE, 
inventor  of  the  recording  telegraph  in- 
strument, was  born  in  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts, April  27,  1 791.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  18 10,  and  took  up  art 
as  his  profession.  He  went  to  London  with 
the  great  American  painter,  Washington 
AUston,  and  studied  in  the  Royal  Academy 
under  Benjamin  West.  His  "  Dying  Her- 
cules," his  first  effort  in  sculpture,  took  the 
gold  medal  in  1813.  He  returned  to  Amer- 
ica in  181 5  and  continued  to  pursue  his 
profession.  He  was  greatly  interested  in 
scientific  studies,  which  he  carried  on  in 
connection  with  other  labors.  He  founded 
the  National  Academy  of  Design  and  was 
many  years  its  president.  He  returned  to 
Europe  and  spent  three  years  in  study 
in  the  art  centers,  Rome,  Florence,  Venice 
and  Paris.  In  1832  he  returned  to  America 
and  while  on  the  return  voyage  the  idea  of 
a  recording  telegraph  apparatus  occurred  to 
him,  and  he  made  a  drawing  to  represent  his 
conception.  He  was  the  first  to  occupy  the 
chair  of    fine  arts  in  the  University  of  New 
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York  City,  and  in  1835  he  set  up  his  rude 
instrument  in  his  room  in  the  university. 
But  it  was  not  until  after  many  years  of 
discouragement  and  reverses  of  fortune  that 
he  finally  was  successful  in  placing  his  inven- 
tion before  the  public.  In  1844,  by  aid  of 
the  United  States  government,  he  had  con- 
structed a  telegraph  line  forty  miles  in  length 
from  Washington  to  Baltimore.  Over  this 
line  the  test  was  made,  and  the  first  tele- 
graphic message  was  flashed  May  24,  1844, 
from  the  United  States  supreme  court  rooms 
to  Baltimore.  It  read,  "What  hath  God 
wrought!"  His  fame  and  fortune  were  es- 
tablished in  an  instant.  Wealth  and  honors 
poured  in  upon  him  from  that  day.  The 
nations  of  Europe  vied  with  each  other 
in  honoring  the  great  inventor  with  medals, 
titles  and  decorations,  and  the  learned 
societies  of  Europe  hastened  to  enroll  his 
name  upon  their  membership  lists  and  confer 
degrees.  In  1858  he  was  the  recipient  of  an 
honor  never  accorded  to  an  inventor  before. 
The  ten  leading  nations  of  Europe,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Emporer  Napoleon,  ap- 
pointed representatives  to  an  international 
congress,  which  convened  at  Paris  for  the 
special  purpose  of  expressing  gratitude  of  the 
nations,  and  they  voted  him  a  present  of 
400,000  francs. 

Professor  Morse  was  present  at  the  unveil- 
ing of  a  bronze  statue  erected  in  his  honor  in 
Central  Park,  New  York,  in  1871.  His  last 
appearance  in  public  was  at  the  unveiling 
of  the  statue  of  Benjamin  Franklin  in  New 
York  in  1872,  when  he  made  the  dedica- 
tory speech  and  unveiled  the  statue.  He 
died  April  2,   1872,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 


MORRISON  REMICH  WAITE,  seventh 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  at  Lyme,  Connecticut,  November  29, 
1 8 16.      He  was  a  graduate   from  Yale   Col- 


lege in  1837,  in  the  class  with  William  M. 
Evarts.  His  father  was  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  errors  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, and  in  his  office  young  Waite 
studied  law.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  was  elected  to  the  legislature  of 
that  state  in  1849.  He  removed  from 
Maumee  City  to  Toledo  and  became  a  prom- 
inent legal  light  in  that  state.  He  was 
nominated  as  a  candidate  for  congress  re- 
peatedly but  declined  to  run,  and  also  de- 
clined a  place  on  the  supreme  bench  of  the 
state.  He  won  great  distinction  for  his  able 
handling  of  the  Alabama  claims  at  Geneva, 
before  the  arbitration  tribunal  in  1871,  and 
was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  in  1874  on  the 
death  of  Judge  Chase.  When,  in  1876,  elec- 
toral commissioners  were  chosen  to  decide 
the  presidential  election  controversy  between 
Tilden  and  Hayes,  Judge  Waite  refused  to 
serve  on  that  commission. 

His  death  occurred  March  23,   1888. 


ELISHA  KENT  KANE  was  one  of  the 
distinguished  American  explorers  of  the 
unknown  regions  of  the  frozen  north,  and 
gave  to  the  world  a  more  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  Arctic  zone.  Dr.  Kane  was 
born  February  3,  1820,  at  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the 
universities  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  took  his  medical  degree  in  1843.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
navy,  and  was  physician  to  the  Chinese 
embassy.  Dr.  Kane  traveled  extensively 
in  the  Levant,  Asia  and  Western  Africa, 
and  also  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  in 
which  he  was  severely  wounded.  His 
first  Arctic  expedition  was  under  De  Haven 
in  the  first  Grinnell  expedition  in  search 
of  Sir  John  Franklin  in  1850.  He  com- 
manded   the    second    Grinnell    expedition 
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in  1853-55,  and  discovered  an  open  polar 
sea.  For  this  expedition  he  received  a  gold 
medal  and  other  distinctions.  He  published 
a  narrative  of  his  first  polar  expedition  in 
1853,  and  in  1856  published  two  volumes 
relating  to  his  second  polar  expedition.  He 
was  a  man  of  active,  enterprising  and  cour- 
ageous spirit.  His  health,  which  was  al- 
ways delicate,  was  impaired  by  the  hard- 
ships of  his  Arctic  expeditions,  from  which 
he  never  fully  recovered  and  from  which  he 
died  February  16,  1857,  at  Havana. 


ELIZABETH  CADY  STANTON  was  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Daniel  Cady  and 
Margaret  Livingston,  and  was  born  Novem- 
ber 12,  181  5,  at  Johnstown,  New  York.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Johnstown  Academy, 
where  she  studied  with  a  class  of  boys,  and 
was  fitted  for  college  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
after  which  she  pursued  her  studies  at  Mrs. 
Willard's  Seminary,  at  Troy.  Her  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  disabilities  of  her  sex 
by  her  own  educational  experiences,  and 
through  a  study  of  Blackstone,  Story,  and 
Kent.  Miss  Cady  was  married  to  Henry  B. 
Stanton  in  1840,  and  accompanied  him  to 
the  world's  anti-slavery  convention  in  Lon- 
don. While  there  she  made  the  acquain- 
tance of  Lucretia  Mott,  Mrs.  Stanton 
resided  at  Boston  until  1847,  when  the 
family  moved  to  Seneca  Falls,  New  York, 
and  she  and  Lucretia  Mott  signed  the  first 
call  for  a  woman's  rights  convention.  The 
meeting  was  held  at  her  place  of  residence 
July  19-20,  1848.  This  was  the  first  oc- 
casion of  a  formal  claim  of  suffrage  for 
women  that  was  made.  Mrs.  Stanton  ad- 
dressed the  New  York  legislature,  in  1854, 
on  the  rights  of  married  women,  and  in 
i860,  in  advocacy  of  the  granting  of  di- 
vorce for  drunkenness.  She  also  addressed 
the  legislature  and  the    constitutional  con- 


vention, and  maintained  that  during  the 
revision  of  the  constitution  the  state  was 
resolved  into  its  original  elements,  and  that 
all  citizens  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  vote 
for  the  members  of  that  convention.  After 
1869  Mrs.  Stanton  frequently  addressed 
congressional  committees  and  state  consti- 
tutional conventions,  and  she  canvassed 
Kansas,  Michigan,  and  other  states  when 
the  question  of  woman  suffrage  was  sub- 
mitted in  those  states.  Mrs.  Stanton  was 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  "  Revolution,"  and 
most  of  the  calls  and  resolutions  for  con- 
ventions have  come  from  her  pen.  She 
was  president  of  the  national  committee, 
also  of  the  Woman's  Loyal  League,  and 
of  the  National  Association,  for  many  years. 


DAVID  DUDLEY  FIELD,  a  great 
American  jurist,  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1805.  He  entered  Williams  College 
when  sixteen  years  old,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  1825.  In  1828  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  soon  came  into  prominence  be- 
fore the  bar  of.  that  state.  He  entered  upon 
the  labor  of  reforming  the  practice  and 
procedure,- which  was  then  based  upon  the 
common  law  practice  of  England,  and  had 
become  extremely  complicated,  difficult  and 
uncertain  in  its  application.  His  first  paper 
on  this  subject  was  published  in  1839,  and 
after  eight  years  of  continuous  efforts  in  this 
direction,  he  was  appointed  one  of  a  com- 
mission by  New  York  to  reform  the  practice 
of  that  state.  The  result  was  embodied  in 
the  two  codes  of  procedure,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, the  first  of  which  was  adopted  almost 
entire  by  the  state  of  New  York,  and  has 
since  been  adopted  by  more  than  half  the 
states  in  the  Union,  and  became  the  basis 
of  the  new  practice  and  procedure  in  Eng- 
land, contained  in  the  Judicature  act.      He 
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was  later  appointed  chairman  of  a  new  com- 
mission to  codify  the  entire  body  of  laws. 
This  great  work  employed  many  years  in  its 
completion,  but  when  finished  it  embraced 
a  civil,  penal,  and  political  code,  covering 
the  entire  field  of  American  laws,  statutory 
and  common.  This  great  body  of  law  was 
adopted  by  California  and  Dakota  territory 
in  its  entirety,  and  many  other  states  have 
since  adopted  its  substance.  In  1867  the 
British  Association  for  Social  Science  heard 
a  proposition  from  Mr.  Field  to  prepare  an 
international  code.  This  led  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  "  Draft  Outlines  of  an  Interna- 
tional Code,"  which  was  in  fact  a  complete 
body  of  international  laws,  and  introduced 
the  principle  of  arbitration.  Other  of  his 
codes  of  the  state  of  New  York  have  since 
been  adopted  by  that  state. 

In  addition  to  his  great  works  on  law, 
Mr.  Field  indulged  his  literary  tastes  by  fre- 
quent contributions  to  general  literature, 
and  his  articles  on  travels,  literature,  and 
the  political  questions  of  the  hour  gave 
him  rank  with  the  best  writers  of  his  time. 
His  father  was  the  Rev.  David  Dudley  Field, 
and  his  brothers  were  Cyrus  W.  Field,  Rev. 
Henry  Martin  Field,  and  Justice  Stephen 
J.  Field  of  the  United  States  supreme 
court.  David  Dudley  Field  died  at  New 
York,  April  13,  1894. 


HENRY  M.  TELLER,  a  celebrated 
American  politician,  and  secretary  of 
the  interior  under  President  Arthur,  was  born 
May  23,  1830,  in  Allegany  county.  New 
York.  He  was  of  Hollandish  ancestry  and 
received  an  excellent  education,  after  which 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Teller  removed  to  Illinois  in  January, 
1858,  and  practiced  for  three  years  in  that 
state.      From  thence  he  moved  to  Colorado 


in  1 86 1  and  located  at  Central  City,  which 
was  then  one  of  the  principal  mining  towns 
in  the  state.  His  e.xceptional  abilities  as 
a  lawyer  soon  brought  him  into  prominence 
and  gained  for  him  a  numerous  and  profit- 
able clientage.  In  politics  he  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  declined  to  become 
a  candidate  for  office  until  the  admission  of 
Colorado  into  the  Union  as  a  state,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate. 
Mr.  Teller  drew  the  term  ending  March 
4,  1877,  but  was  re-elected  December  11, 
1876,  and  served  until  April  17,  18S2,  when 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Arthur  as 
secretary  of  the  interior.  He  accepted  a 
cabinet  position  with  reluctance,  and  on 
March  3,  1885,  he  retired  from  the  cabinet, 
having  been  elected  to  the  senate  a  short 
time  before  to  succeed  Nathaniel  P.  Hill. 
Mr.  Teller  took  his  seat  on  March  4,  1885, 
in  the  senate,  to  which  he  was  afterward 
re-elected.  He  served  as  chairman  on  the 
committee  of  pensions,  patents,  mines  and 
mining,  and  was  also  a  member  of  commit- 
tees on  claims,  railroads,  privileges  and 
elections  and  public  lands.  Mr.  Teller  came 
to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  advo- 
cates of  the  silver  cause.  He  was  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  Republican  National  conven- 
tion at  St.  Louis  in  1896,  in  which  he  took 
an  active  part  and  tried  to  have  a  silver 
plank  inserted  in  the  platform  of  the  party. 
Failing  in  this  he  felt  impelled  to  bolt  the 
convention,  which  he  did  and  joined  forces 
with  the  great  silver  movement  in  the  cam- 
paign which  followed,  being  recognized  in 
that  campaign  as  one  of  the  most  able  and 
eminent  advocates  of  "silver"  in  America. 


I 


OHN  ERICSSON,  an  eminent  inven- 
<J  tor  and  machinist,  who  won  fame  in 
America,  was  born  iu  Sweden,  July  31,  1803. 
In  early  childhood  he  evinced  a  decided  in- 
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clination  to  mechanical  pursuits,  and  at  the 
age  of  eleven  he  was  appointed  to  a  cadet- 
ship  in  the  engineer  corps,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy. 
In  1826  he  introduced  a  "flame  engine," 
which  he  had  invented,  and  offered  it  to 
English  capitalists,  but  it  was  found  that  it 
could  be  operated  only  by  the  use  of  wood 
for  fuel.  Shortly  after  this  he  resigned  his 
commission  iri  the  army  of  Sweden,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  mechanical  pursuits.  He 
discovered  and  introduced  the  principle  of 
artificial  draughts  in  steam  boilers,  and  re- 
ceived a  prize  of  two  thousand  live  hundred 
dollars  for  his  locomotive,  the  "Novelty," 
which  attained  a  great  speed,  for  that  day. 
The  artificial  draught  effected  a  great  saving 
in  fuel  and  made  unnecessary  the  huge 
smoke-stacks  formerly  used,  and  the  princi- 
ple is  still  applied,  in  modified  form,  in  boil- 
ers. He  also  invented  a  steam  fire-engine, 
and  later  a  hot-air  engine,  which  he  at- 
tempted to  apply  in  the  operation  of  his 
ship,  "Ericsson,"  but  as  it  did  not  give  the 
speed  required,  he  abandoned  it,  but  after- 
wards applied  it  to  machinery  for  pumping, 
hoisting,  etc. 

Ericsson  was  first  to  apply  the  screw 
propeller  to  navigation.  The  E'.nglish  peo- 
ple not  receiving  this  new  departure  readily, 
Ericsson  came  to  America  in  1839,  and 
built  the  United  States  steamer,  "Prince- 
ton," in  which  the  screw-propeller  was  util- 
ized, the  first  steamer  ever  built  in  which 
the  propeller  was  under  water,  out  of  range 
of  the  enemy's  shots.  The  achievement 
which  gave  him  greatest  renown,  however, 
was  the  ironclad  vessel,  the  "Monitor,"  an 
entirely  new  type  of  vessel,  which,  in  March, 
1862,  attacked  the  Confederate  monster 
ironclad  ram,  "  Virginia,"  and  after  a  fierce 
struggle,  compelled  her  to  withdraw  from 
Hampton  Roads  for  repairs.     After  the  war 


one  of  his  most  noted  inventions  was  his 
vessel,  "  Destroyer,"  with  a  submarine  gun, 
which  carried  a  projectile  torpedo.  In  1886 
the  king  of  Spain  conferred  on  him  the 
grand  cross  of  the  Order  of  Naval  Merit. 
He  died  in  March,  1889,  and  his  body  was 
transferred,  with  naval  honors,  to  the  country 
of  his  birth. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fifteenth  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  April  23,  1791.  He  was  of  Irish 
ancestry,  his  father  having  come  to  this 
country  in  1783,  in  quite  humble  circum- 
stances, and  settled  in  the  western  part  of 
the  Keystone  state. 

James  Buchanan  remained  in  his  se- 
cluded home  for  eight  years,  enjoying  but 
few  social  or  intellectual  advantages.  His 
parents  were  industrious  and  frugal,  and 
prospered,  and,  in  1799,  the  family  removed 
to  Mercersbur  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  placed  in  school.  His  progress  was 
rapid,  and  in  1801  he  entered  Dickinson 
College,  at  Carlisle,  where  he  took  his  place 
among  the  best  scholars  in  the  institution. 
In  1809  he  graduated  with  the  highest  hon- 
ors in  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen,  tall, 
graceful  and  in  vigorous  health.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  at  Lancaster,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  18 12.  He  rose 
verj^  rapidly  in  his  profession  and  took  a 
stand  with  the  ablest  of  his  fellow  lawyers. 
When  but  twenty-six  years  old  he  success- 
fully defended,  unaided  by  counsel,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  state  who  was  before  the 
bar  of  the  state  senate  under  articles  of  im- 
peachment. 

During  the  war  of  18 12-15,  Mr.  Buch- 
anan sustained  the  government  with  all  his 
power,  eloquently  urging  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  and  enlisted  as  a  private 
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volunteer  to  assist  in  repelling  the  British 
who  had  sacked  and  burned  the  public 
buildings  of  Washington  and  threatened 
Baltimore.  At  that  time  Buchanan  was 
a  Federalist,  but  the  opposition  of  that 
party  to  the  war  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  of  John  Adams, 
brought  that  party  into  disrepute,  and  drove 
many,  among  them  Buchanan,  into  the  Re- 
publican, or  anti-Federalist  ranks.  He  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1828.  In  1831  he 
was  sent  as  minister  to  Russia,  and  upon 
his  return  to  this  country,  in  1833,  was  ele- 
vated to  the  United  States  senate,  and  re- 
mained in  that  position  for  twelve  years. 
Upon  the  accession  of  President  Polk  to 
office  he  made  Mr.  Buchanan  secretary  of 
state.  Four  years  later  he  retired  to  pri- 
vate life,  and  in  1853  he  was  honored  with 
the  mission  to  England.  In  1856  the  na- 
tional Democratic  convention  nominated 
him  for  the  presidency  and  he  was  elected. 
It  was  during  his  administration  that  the 
rising  tide  of  the  secession  movement  over- 
took the  country.  Mr.  Buchanan  declared 
that  the  national  constitution  gave  him  no 
power  to  do  anything  against  the  movement 
to  break  up  the  Union.  After  his  succession 
by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860,  Mr.  Buchanan 
retired  to  his  home  at  Wheatland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  died  June  i,   1868. 


JOHN  HARVARD,  the  founder  of  the 
Harvard  University,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land about  the  year  1608.  He  received  his 
education  at  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge, 
and  came  to  America  in  1637,  settling  in 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a  non-conformist 
minister,  and  a  tract  of  land  was  set  aside 
for  him  in  Charlestown,  near  Boston.  He 
was  at  once  appointed  one  of  a  committee  to 
formulate  a  body  of  laws  for  the  colony. 
One  year  before  his  arrival  in   the  colony 


the  general  court  had  voted  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  pounds  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  school  or  college,  half  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  the  next  year  In  1637  preliminary 
plans  were  made  for  starting  the  school.  In 
1638  John  Harvard,  who  had  shown  great 
interest  in  the  new  institution  of  learning 
proposed,  died,  leaving  his  entire  property, 
about  twice  the  sum  originally  voted,  to  the 
school,  together  with  three  hundred  volumes 
as  a  nucleus  for  a  library.  The  institution 
was  then  given  the  name  of  Harvard,  and 
established  at  Newton  (now  Cambridge), 
Massachusetts.  It  grew  to  be  one  of  the  two 
principal  seats  of  learning  in  the  new  world, 
and  has  maintained  its  reputation  since.  It 
now  consists  of  twenty-two  separate  build- 
ings, and  its  curriculum  embraces  over  one 
hundred  and  seventy  elective  courses,  and  it 
ranks  among  the  great  universities  of  the 
world. 

ROGER  BROOKE  TANEY,  a  noted 
jurist  and  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States  supreme  court,  was  born  in  Calvert 
county,  Maryland,  March  17,  1777.  He 
graduated  fiom  Dickinson  College  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  took  up  the  study  of  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1799.  He 
was  chosen  to  the  legislature  from  his  county, 
and  in  1801  removed  to  Frederick,  Mary- 
land. He  became  United  States  senator 
from  Maryland  in  1816,  and  took  up  his 
permanent  residence  in  Baltimore  a  few 
years  later.  In  1824  he  became  an  ardent 
admirer  and  supporter  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  upon  Jackson's  election  to  the  presi- 
dency, was  appointed  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States.  Two  years  later  he  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
after  serving  in  that  capacity  for  nearly  one 
year,  the  senate  refused  to  confirm  the  ap- 
pointment.     In    1835,   upon    the    death  of 
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Chief-justice  Marshall,  he  was  appointed  to 
that  place,  and  a  political  change  having 
occurred  in  the  make  up  of  the  senate,  he 
was  confirmed  in  1836.  He  presided  at 
his  first  session  in  January  of  the  following 
year. 

The  case  which  suggests  itself  first  to 
the  average  reader  in  connection  with  this 
jurist  is  the  celebrated  "  Dred  Scott  "  case, 
which  came  before  the  supreme  court  for 
decision  in  1856.  In  his  opinion,  delivered 
on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  the  court,  one 
remarkable  statement  occurs  as  a  result  of 
an  exhaustive  survey  of  the  historical 
grounds,  to  the  effect  that  ' '  for  more  than 
a  century  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution they  (Africans)  had  been  regarded 
so  far  inferior  that  they  had  no  rights  which 
a  white  man  was  bound  to  respect."  Judge 
Taney  retained  the  office  of  chief  justice 
until  his  death,  in  1864. 


JOHN  LOTHROP  MOTLEY.— This  gen- 
tleman had  a  world-wide  reputation  as 
an  historian,  which  placed  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  great  men  of  America.  He  was 
born  April  15,  18 14,  at  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  given  a  thorough  preparatory 
education  and  then  attended  Harvard,  from 
which  he  was  graduated-  in  1831.  He  also 
studied  at  Gottingen  and  Berlin,  read  law 
and  in  1836  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
1 841  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
legation  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  in  1866-67 
served  as  United  States  minister  to  Austria, 
serving  in  the  same  capacity  during  1869 
and  1870  to  England.  In  1856,  after  long 
and  exhaustive  research  and  preparation, he 
published  in  London  "The  Rise  of  the 
Dutch  Republic."  It  embraced  three  vol- 
umes and  immediately  attracted  great  at- 
tention throughout  Europe  and  America  as 
a  work  of  unusual  merit.      From    1861   to 


1868  he  produced  "The  History  of  the 
United  Netherlands,"  in  four  volumes. 
Other  works  followed,  with  equal  success, 
and  his  position  as  one  of  the  foremost  his- 
torians and  writers  of  his  day  was  firmly 
established.  His  death  occured  May  29, 
1877.  

ELIAS  HOWE,  the  inventor  of  the  sew- 
ing machine,  well  deserves  to  be  classed 
among  the  great   and  noted  men  of  Amer- 
ica.     He  was  the  son  of  a  miller  and  farmer 
and   was   born   at   Spencer,  Massachusetts, 
July  9,   1819.      In  1835    he  went   to   Lowell 
and  worked  there,  and  later  at  Boston,  in  the 
machine  shops.      His   first  sewing  machine 
was  completed  in  1 845 ,  and  he  patented  it  in 
1846,  laboring  with  the  greatest  persistency 
in  spite  of  poverty  and    hardships,  working 
for  a  time  as  an  engine  driver  on  a  railroad 
at  pauper  wages   and   with  broken   health. 
He  then  spent  two  years  of  unsuccessful  ex- 
ertion in  England,  striving  in  vain   to  bring 
his   invention   into   public   notice    and    use. 
He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  almost 
hopeless   poverty,    to    find   that    his   patent 
had   been   violated.      At   last,    however,  he 
found  friends  who  assisted  him   financially, 
and  after  years  of   litigation  he  made  good 
his  claims  in  the  courts  in  1854.      His  inven- 
tion afterward  brought  him  a  large  fortune. 
During  the  Civil   war  he   volunteered   as  a 
private  in  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers, and  served  for  some  time.      During 
his  life  time   he   received  the  cross  of  the 
Legion  of   Honor   and    many  other  medals. 
His    death    occurred    October    3,    1867,    at 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 


PHILLIPS  BROOKS,  celebrated  as  an 
eloquent  preacher  and  able  pulpit  ora- 
tor, was  born  in  Boston  on  the  13th  day  of 
December,     1835.      He    received    excellent 
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educational  advantages,  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1855.  Early  in  life  he  decided 
upon  the  ministry  as  his  life  work  and 
studied  theology  in  the  Episcopal  Theolog- 
ical Seminary,  at  Alexandria,  Virginia.  In 
1859  he  was  ordained  and  the  same  year 
became  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent, 
in  Philadelphia.  Three  years  later  he  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  where  he  remained  until  1870. 
At  the  e.xpiration  of  that  time  he  accepted 
the  pastoral  charge  of  Trinity  Church  in 
Boston,  where  his  eloquence  and  ability  at- 
tracted much  attention  and  built  up  a  pow- 
erful church  organization.  Dr.  Brooks  also 
devoted  considerable  time  to  lecturing  and 
literary  work  and  attained  prominence  in 
these  lines. 

WILLIAM  B.  ALLISON,  a  statesman 
of  national  reputation  and  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  was  born 
March  2,  1829,  at  Perry,  Ohio.  He  grew 
up  on  his  father's  farm,  which  he  assisted 
in  cultivating,  and  attended  the  district 
school.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  went 
to  the  academy  at  Wooster,  and  subse- 
quently spent  a  year  at  the  Allegheny  Col- 
lege, at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  He  next 
taught  school  and  spent  another  year  at  the 
Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hudson,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Allison  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
at  Wooster,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1 85 1,  and  soon  obtained  a  position 
as  deputy  county  clerk.  His  political  lean- 
ings were  toward  the  old  line  Whigs,  who 
afterward  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  state 
convention  in  1856,  in  the  campaign  of 
which  he  supported  Fremont  for  president. 
Mr.  Allison  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
in  the  following  year.  He  rapidly  rose  to 
prominence  at  the  bar  and   in  politics.      In 


i860  he  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  convention  held  in  Chicago,  of 
which  he  was  elected  one  of  the  secretaries. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  he  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  staf!  of  the  governor.  His 
congressional  career  opened  in  1862,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  thirty-eighth  congress; 
he  was  re-elected  three  times,  serving  from 
March  4,  1863,  to  March  3,  1871.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  ways  and  means  committee 
a  good  part  of  his  term.  His  career  in  the 
United  States  senate  began  in  1873,  and  he 
rapidly  rose  to  eminence  in  national  affairs, 
his  service  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  that 
body  being  marked  by  close  fealty  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  twice  declined  the 
portfolio  of  the  treasury  tendered  him  by 
Garfield  and  Harrison,  and  his  name  was 
prominently  mentioned  for  the  presidency 
at  several  national  Republican  conventions. 


M^.^ 


ARY  ASHTON  LIVERMORE,  lec- 
rer  and  writer,  was  born  in  Boston, 
December  19,  1821.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Timothy  Rice,  and  married  D.  P.  Liver- 
more,  a  preacher  of  the  Universalist  church. 
She  contributed  able  articles  to  many  of  the 
most  noted  periodicals  of  this  country  and 
England.  During  the  Civil  war  she  labored 
zealously  and  with  success  on  behalf  of  the 
sanitary  commission  which  played  so  impor- 
tant a  part  during  that  great  struggle.  She 
became  editor  of  the  "  Woman's  Journal," 
published  at  Boston  in  1870, 

She  held  a  prominent  place  as  a  public 
speaker  and  writer  on  woman's  suffrage, 
temperance,  social  and  religious  questions, 
and  her  influence  was  great  in  every  cause 
she  advocated. 


JOHN  B.    GOUGH.  a  noted  temperance 
lecturer,  who  won  his  fame  in  A.merica, 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Sandgate,  Kent, 
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England,  August  22,  1817.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twelve. 
He  followed  the  trade  of  bookbinder,  and 
lived  in  great  poverty  on  account  of  the 
liquor  habit.  In  1843,  however,  he  re- 
formed, and  began  his  career  as  a  temper- 
ance lecturer.  He  worked  zealously  in  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  his  lectures  and 
published  articles  revealed  great  earnestness. 
He  formed  temperance  societies  throughout 
the  entire  country,  and  labored  with  great 
success.  He  visited  England  in  the  same 
cause  about  the  year  1853  and  again  in 
1878.  He  also  lectured  upon  many  other 
topics,  in  which  he  attained  a  wide  reputa- 
tion. His  death  occurred  February  18, 
1886.  ■  

THOMAS  BUCHANAN  READ,  author, 
sculptor  and  painter,  was  born  in  Ches- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania,  March  12,  1822. 
He  early  evinced  a  taste  for  art,  and  began 
the  study  of  sculpture  in  Cincinnati.  Later 
he  found  painting  more  to  his  liking.  He 
went  to  New  York,  where  he  followed  this 
profession,  and  later  to  Boston.  In  1846 
he  located  in  Philadelphia.  He  visited 
Italy  in  1850,  and  studied  at  Florence, 
where  he  resided  almost  continuously  for 
twenty-two  years.  He  returned  to  America 
in  1872,  and  died  in  New  York  May  11  of 
the  same  year. 

He  was  the  author  of  many  heroic 
poems,  but  the  one  giving  him  the  most  re- 
nown is  his  famous  "Sheridan's  Ride,"  of 
which  he  has  also  left  a  representation  in 
painting. 

EUGENE  V.  DEBS,  the  former  famous 
president  of  the  American  Railway 
Union,  and  great  labor  leader,  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  in  1855, 
He  received    his    education    in   the    public 


schools  of  that  place  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  began  work  as  a  painter  in 
the  Vandalia  shops.  After  this,  for  some 
three  years,  he  was  employed  as  a  loco- 
motive fireman  on  the  same  road.  His 
first  appearance  in  public  life  was  in  his 
canvass  for  the  election  to  the  office  of  city 
clerk  of  Terre  Haute,  In  this  capacity  he 
served  two  terms,  and  when  twenty  six 
years  of  age  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  While 
a  member  of  that  body  he  secured  the 
passage  of  several  bills  in  the  interest  of 
organized  labor,  of  which  he  was  always 
a  faithful  champion.  Mr.  Debs'  speech 
nominating  Daniel  Voorhees  for  the  United 
States  senate  gave  him  a  wide  reputation  for 
oratory.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  in 
the  legislature,  he  was  elected  grand  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Fireman  and  filled  that  office 
for  fourteen  successive  years.  He  was 
always  an  earnest  advocate  of  confederation 
of  railroad  men  and  it  was  mainly  through 
his  efforts  that  the  United  Order  of  Railway 
Employes,  composed  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Railway  Trainmen  and  Conductors, 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  and 
the  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid  Association  was 
formed,  and  he  became  a  member  of  its 
supreme  council.  The  order  was  dissolved 
by  disagreement  between  two  of  its  leading 
orders,  and  then  Mr.  Debs  conceived  the 
idea  of  the  American  Railway  Union.  He 
worked  on  the  details  and  the  union  came 
into  existence  in  Chicago,  June  20, 1 893.  For 
a  time  it  prospered  and  became  one  of  the 
largest  bodies  of  railway  men  in  the  world. 
It  won  in  a  contest  with  the  Great  Northern 
Railway.  In  the  strike  made  by  the  union 
in  sympathy  with  the  Pullman  employes 
inaugurated  in  Chicago  June  25,  1894,  and 
the  consequent  rioting,   the   Railway  Union. 
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lost  much  prestige  and  Mr.  Debs,  in  company 
with  others  of  the  officers,  being  heldas  in  con- 
tempt of  the  United  States  courts,  he  suffered 
a  sentence  of  six  months  in  jail  at  Wood- 
stock, McHenry  county,  Illinois.  In  1897 
Mr.  Debs,  on  the  demise  of  the  American 
Railway  Union.  organized  the  Social 
Democracy,  an  institution  founded  on  the 
best  lines  of  the  communistic  idea,  which 
was  to  provide  homes  and  employment  for 
its  members. 


JOHN  G.  CARLISLE,  famous  as  a  law- 
yer, congressman,  senator  and  cabinet 
officer,  was  born  in  Campbell  (now  Kenton) 
county,  Kentucky,  September  5,  1835,  on  a 
farm.  He  received  the  usual  education  of 
the  time  and  began  at  an  early  age  to  teach 
school  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  study  of 
law.  Soon  opportunity  offered  and  he 
entered  an  office  in  Covington,  Kentucky, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  in 
1858.  Politics  attracted  his  attention  and 
in  1859  he  was  elected  to  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  legislature  of  his  native 
state.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1861, 
he  embraced  the  cause  of  the  Union  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  preserving  Kentucky 
to  the  federal  cause.  He  resumed  his  legal 
practice  for  a  time  and  declined  a  nomina- 
tion as  presidential  elector  in  1864.  In 
1866  and  again  in  1869  Mr.  Carlisle  was 
elected  to  the  senate  of  Kentucky.  He  re- 
signed this  position  in  1871  and  was  chosen 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  state,  which  office 
he  held  until  1875.  He  was  one  of  the 
presidential  electors-at-large  for  Ken- 
tucky in  1876.  He  first  entered  congress  in 
1877,  '^"d  soon  became  a  prominent  leader 
on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, and  continued  a  member  of 
that  body  through  the  forty-sixth,  forty- 
seventh,   forty-eighth   and   forty-ninth   con- 


gresses, and  was  speaker  of  the  house  during  ' 
the    two   latter.       He   was    elected   to    the 
United  States  senate    to    succeed   Senator 
Blackburn,  and  remained  a  member  of  that  I 
branch  of  congress  until  March,  1S93,  when  j 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury.  | 
He   performed  the  duties  of  that  high  office! 
until   March    4,     1897,    throughout  the  en-; 
tire    second     administration     of    President 
Cleveland.      His  ability  and  many  years  of' 
public  service   gave  him  a  national  reputa- 
tion. 

FRANCES  E.  WILLARl),  for  many  years  I 
president  of  the -Woman's  Christian] 
Temperance  Union,  and  a  noted  American  j 
lecturer  and  writer,  was  born  in  Rochester.  I 
New  York,  September  28,  1839.  Graduating] 
from  the  Northwestern  Female  College  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  she  began  teaching  and  met  | 
with  great  success  in  many  cities  of  the  west.  1 
She  was  made  directress  of  Genesee  Wes-  1 
leyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  Ohio,  in  1867.  and  | 
four  years  later  was  elected  president  of  the  j 
Evanston  College  for  young  ladies,  a  branch  I 
of  the  Northwestern  University.  1 

During  the  two  years  succeeding   1869 
she  traveled  extensively  in  Europe   and  the  j 
east,    visiting    Egypt    and    Palestine,    and  ! 
gathering  materials  for  a  valuable  course  of  j 
lectures,  which  she  delivered  at  Chicago  on  j 
her  return.      She  became  very  popular,  and 
won    great    influence     in    the    temperance 
cause.      Her  work  as  president  of  the  Wo-  \ 
man's  Christian  Temperance  Union  greatly  : 
strengthened   that   society,    and    she  made  ' 
frequent  trips  to  Europe  in  the   interest   of  ' 
that  cause.  I 

RICHARD  OLNEY.— Among  the  promi- 
nent men  who   were  members    of    the  \ 
cabinet  of  President  Cleveland  in  his  second  1 
administration,  the  gentleman  whose  namo  1 
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heads  this  sketch  held  a  leading  place,  oc- 
cupying the  positions  of  attorney  general 
and  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Olney  came  from  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  honored  New  England  families; 
the  first  of  his  ancestors  to  come  from  Eng- 
land settled  in  Massachusetts  in  1635.  This 
was  Thomas  Olney.  He  was  a  friend  and 
co-religionist  of  Roger  Williams,  and  when 
the  latter  moved  to  what  is  now  Rhode 
I'sland,  went  with  him  and  became  one  of 
the  founders  of  Providence  Plantations. 

Richard  Olney  was  born  in  Oxford, 
Massachusetts,  in  1835,  and  received  the 
elements  of  his  earlier  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  which  New  England  is  so  proud 
of.  He  entered  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1856,  and  passed  the 
Harvard  law  school  two  years  later.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  with 
Judge  B.  F.  Thomas,  a  prominent  man  of 
that  locality.  For  years  Richard  Olney  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
learned  lawyers  in  Massachusetts.  Twice 
he  was  offered  a  place  on  the  bench  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state,  but  both  times 
he  declined.  He  was  always  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  tenets,  and  for  many  years 
was  a  trusted  counsellor  of  members  of  that 
party.  In  1874  Mr.  Olney  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  legislature.  In  1876,  during 
the  heated  presidential  campaign,  to 
strengthen  the  cause  of  Mr.  Tilden  in  the 
New  England  states,  it  was  intimated  that 
in  the  event  of  that  gentleman's  election  to 
the  presidency,  Mr.  Olney  would  be  attor- 
Eev  general. 

When  Grover  Cleveland  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  his  inaugura- 
tion in  March,  1893,  he  tendered  the  posi- 
tion of  attorney  general  to  Richard  Olney. 
This  was  accepted,  and  that  gentleman  ful- 
^Ued  the  duties  of  the  ofBce  until  the  death 


of  Walter  Q.  Gresham,  in  May,  1895,  made 
vacant  the  position  of  secretary  of  state. 
This  post  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Olney.  While  occupying  the  later 
office,  Mr.  Olney  brought  himself  into  inter- 
national prominence  by  some  very  able  state 
papers. 

JOHN  JAY  KNOX,  for  many  years  comp- 
troller of  the  currency,  and  an  eminent 
financier,  was  born  in  Knoxboro,  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  May  19,  1828.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  and  graduated  at 
Hamilton  College  in  1849.  For  about 
thirteen  years  he  was  engaged  as  a  private 
banker,  or  in  a  position  in  a  bank,  where 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  finance.  In  1862,  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  ap- 
pointed him  to  an  office  in  that  department 
of  the  government,  and  later  he  had  charge 
of  the  mint  coinage  correspondence.  In  1 867 
Mr.  Knox  was  made  deputy  comptroller 
of  the  currency,  and  in  that  capacity,  in 
1870.  he  made  two  reports  on  the  mint 
service,  with  a  codification  of  the  mint  and 
coinage  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
suggesting  many  important  amendments^ 
These  reports  were  ordered  printed  by  reso- 
lution of  congress.  The  bill  which  he  pre- 
pared, with  some  slight  changes,  was  sub- 
sequently passed,  and  has  been  known  in 
history  as  the  '•  Coinage  Act  of  1873." 

In  1872  Mr.  Knox  wss  appointed  comp- 
troller of  the  currency,  and  held  that  re- 
sponsible position  until  1884,  when  he  re- 
signed. He  then  accepted  the  position  of 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  the  Re- 
public, of  New  York  City,  which  institution 
he  served  for  many  years.  He  was  the 
author  of  "  United  States  Notes,"  published 
in  1884.  In  the  reports  spoken  of  above,  a 
history  of  the  two  United  States    banks  is 
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given,  together  with  that  of  the  state  and 
national  banking  system,  and  much  valuable 
statistical  matter  relating  to  kindred  sub- 
jects. 

NATHANIEL  HAWTHORNE.— In  the 
opinion  of  many  critics  Hawthorne  is 
pronounced  the  foremost  American  novelist, 
and  in  his  peculiar  vein  of  romance  is  said 
to  be  without  a  peer.  His  reputation  is 
world-wide,  and  his  ability  as  a  writer  is 
recognized  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
He  was  born  July  4,  1804,  at  Salem,  Massa- 
chusetts. On  account  of  feeble  health  he 
spent  some  years  of  his  boyhood  on  a  farm 
near  Raymond,  Maine.  He  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  a  liberal  education  in  his  youth, 
and  entered  Bowdoin  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1825  in  the  same  class  with 
H  W  Longfellow  and  John  S.  C.  Abbott. 
He  then  returned  to  Salem,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  literature,  publishing  several 
tales  and  other  articles  in  various  periodi- 
cals. His  first  venture  in  the  field  of  ro- 
mance, "  Fanshaw,'' proved  a  failure.  In 
1836  he  removed  to  Boston,  and  became 
editor  of  the  "American  Magazine,"  which 
soon  passed  out  of  existence.  In  1837  he 
published  "  Twice  Told  Tales,"  which  were 
chiefly  made  up  of  his  former  contributions 
to  magazines.  In  1838-41  he  held  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Boston  custom  house,  but  later 
took  part  in  the  "  Brook  farm  experiment," 
a  socialistic  idea  after  the  plan  of  Fourier. 
In  1843  he  was  married  and  took  u[)  his 
residence  at  the  old  parsonage  at  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  which  he  immortalized  in 
his  next  work,  "Mosses  From  an  Old 
Manse,  "-published  in  1846.  From  the  lat- 
ter date  until  1850  he  was  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Salem,  and  while  thus  employed 
wrote  one  of  his  strongest  works,  "The 
Scarlet   Letter."     For  the  succeeding  two 
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years  Lenox,  Massachusetts,  was  his  home, 
and  the  "  House  of  the  Seven  Gables"  was 
produced  there,  as  well  as  the  "  Blithedale 
Romance."  In  1852  he  published  a  "Life 
of  Franklin  Pierce,"  a  college  friend  whom 
he  warmly  regarded.  In  1853  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  consul  to  Liverpool, 
England,  where  he  remained  some  years, 
after  which  he  spent  some  time  in  Italy. 
On  returning  to  his  native  land  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  Concord,  Massachusetts. 
While  taking  a  trip  for  his  health  with  ex- 
President  Pierce,  he  died  at  Plymouth,  New 
Hampshire,  May  19,  1864.  In  addition  to 
the  works  mentioned  above  Mr.  Hawthorne, 
gave  to  the  world  the  following  books: 
"  True  Stories  from  History,"  "The  Won- 
der Book,"  "  The  Snow  Image,"  "Tangle- 
wood  Tales,"  "The  Marble  Faun,"  and 
' '  Our  Old  Home. "  After  his  death  appeared 
a  series  of  "  Notebooks,"  edited  by  his  wife, 
Sophia  P.  Hawthorne;  "  Septimius  Felton," 
edited  by  his  daughter,  Una,  and  "Dr. 
Grimshaw's  Secret,"  put  into  shape  by  his 
talented  son,  Julian.  He  left  an  unfinished 
work  called  "  Dolliver  Romance,"  which  has 
been  published  just  as  he  left  it. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  sixteenth  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born 
February  12,  1809,  in  Larue  county  (Har- 
din county),  Kentucky,  in  a  log-cabin  near 
Hudgensville.  When  he  was  eight  years 
old  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Indiana, 
near  the  Ohio  river,  and  a  year  later  his 
mother  died.  His  father  then  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Bush)  Johnston,  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Kentucky,  who  proved  a  kind  of  fos- 
ter-mother to  Abraham,  and  encouraged 
him  to  study.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
and  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Gentryville,  and 
was  noted  for  his  athletic  feats  and  strength, 
fondness    for  debate,    a  fund  of    humorous 
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anecdote,  as  well  as  the  composition  of  rude 
verses.  He  made  a  trip  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen to  New  Orleans  on  a  flat-boat,  and  set- 
tled in  Illinois  in  1830.  He  assisted  his 
father  to  build  a  log  house  and  clear  a  farm 
on  the  Sangamon  river  near  Decatur,  Illinois, 
and  split  the  rails  with  which  to  fence  it.  In 
185 1  he  was  employed  in  the  building  of  a 
flat-boat  on  the  Sangamon,  and  to  run  it  to 
New  Orleans.  The  voyage  gave  him  a  new 
insight  into  the  horrors  of  slavery  in  the 
south.  On  his  return  he  settled  at  New 
Salem  and  engaged,  first  as  a  clerk  in  a  store, 
then  as  grocer,  surveyor  and  postmaster,  and 
he  piloted  the  first  steamboat  that  as- 
cended the  Sangamon.  He  participated  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war  as  captain  of  volun- 
teers, and  after  his  return  he  studied  law, 
interested  himself  in  politics,  and  became 
prominent  locally  as  a  public  speaker.  He 
was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1834  as  a 
"  Clay  Whig, "  and  began  at  once  to  dis- 
play a  command  of  language  and  forcible 
rhetoric  that  made  him  a  match  for  his 
more  cultured  opponents.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1837,  and  began  prac- 
tice at  Springfield,  He  married  a  lady  of  a 
prominent  Kentucky  family  in  1842.  He 
was  active  in  the  presidential  campaigns  of 
1840  and  1844  and  was  an  elector  on  the 
Harrison  and  Clay  tickets,  and  was  elected 
to  congress  in  1846,  over  Peter  Cartwright. 
He  voted  for  the  Wilmot  proviso  and  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  opposed  the  war  with  Mexico,  but 
gained  little  prominence  during  his  two 
years'  service.  He  then  returned  to  Spring- 
field and  devoted  his  attention  to  law,  tak- 
ing little  interest  in  politics,  until  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise  and  the  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  in  1854.  This 
awakened  his  interest  in  politics  again  and 
he  attacked  the  champion  of  that  measure, 


Stephen  A.  Douglas,  in  a  speech  at  Spring- 
field that  made  him  famous,  and  is  said 
by  those  who  heard  it  to  be  the  greatest 
speech  of  his  life.  Lincoln  was  selected  as 
candidate  for  the  United  States  senate,  but 
was  defeated  by  Trumbull.  Upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  the  Whig 
party  suddenly  went  to  pieces,  and  the  Re- 
publican party  gathered  head.  At  the 
Bloomington  Republican  convention  in  1856 
Lincoln  made  an  effective  address  in  which 
he  first  took  a  position  antagonistic  to  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery.  He  was  a  Fremont  elector 
and  received  a  strong  support  for  nomina- 
tion as  vice-president  in  the  Philadelphia 
convention.  In  1858  he  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Republicans  for  the  United 
States  senate,  and  the  great  campaign  of  de- 
bate which  followed  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Douglas,  but  established  Lincoln's  repu- 
tation as  the  leading  exponent  of  Republican 
doctrines.  He  began  to  be  mentioned  in 
Illinois  as  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and 
a  course  of  addresses  in  the  eastern  states 
attracted  favorable  attention.  When  the 
national  convention  met  at  Chicago,  his 
rivals.  Chase,  Seward,  Bates  and  others, 
were  compelled  to  retire  before  the  western 
giant,  and  he  was  nominated,  with  Hannibal 
Hamlin  as  his  running  mate.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  had  now  been  disrupted,  and 
Lincoln's  election  assured.  He  carried 
practically  every  northern  state,  and  the 
secession  of  South  Carolina,  followed  by  a 
number  of  the  gulf  states,  took  place  before 
his  inauguration.  Lincoln  is  the  only  presi- 
dent who  was  ever  compelled  to  reach 
Washington  in  a  secret  manner.  He  es- 
caped assassination  by  avoiding  Baltimore, 
and  was  quietly  inaugurated  March  4,  1861, 
His  inaugural  address  was  firm  but  con- 
ciliatory, and  he  said  to  the  secessionists: 
,  "You  have    no  oath  registered  in  heavea 
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to  destroy  the  government,  while  I  have  the 
most  solemn  one  to  preserve,  protect  and 
defend  it.'  He  made  up  his  cabinet  chiefly 
of  those  political  rivals  in  his  own  party — 
Seward,  Chase,  Cameron,  Bates — and  se- 
cured the  co-operation  of  the  Douglas  Dem- 
ocrats. His  great  deeds,  amidst  the  heat 
and  turmoil  of  war,  were:  His  call  for 
seventy-five  thousand  volunteers,  and  the 
blockading  of  southern  ports;  calling  of  con- 
gress in  extra  session,  July  14,  1861,  and 
obtaining  four  hundred  thousand  men  and 
four  hundred  million  dollars  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war;  appointing  Stanton  secre- 
tary of  war;  issuing  the  emancipation  proc- 
lamation; calling  three  hundred  thou- 
sand volunteers;  address  at  Gettysburg 
cemetery;  commissioned  Grant  as  lieuten- 
ant-general and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States;  his  second 
inaugural  address;  his  visit  to  the  army  be- 
fore Richmond,  and  his  entry  into  Rich- 
mond the  day  after  its  surrender. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  shot  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth  in  a  box  in  Ford's  theater 
at  Washington  the  night  of  April  14,  1865, 
and  expired  the  following  morning.  His 
body  was  buried  at  Oak  Ridge  cemetery, 
Springfield,  Illinois,  and  a  monument  com- 
memorating his  great  work  marks  his  resting 
place. 

STEPHEN  GIRARD,  the  celebrated 
philanthropist,  was  born  in  Bordeaux, 
France,  May  24,  1750.  He  became  a  sailor 
engaged  in  the  American  coast  trade,  and 
also  made  frequent  trips  to  the  West  Indies. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  a 
grocer  and  liquor  seller  in  Philadelphia. 
He  married  in  that  city,  and  afterward 
separated  from  his  wife.  After  the  war  he 
again  engaged  in  the  coast  and  West  India 
trade,  and  his  fortune  began  to  accumulate 


from  receiving  goods  from  West  Indian 
planters  during  the  insurrection  in  Hayti, 
little  of  which  was  ever  called  for  again. 
He  became  a  private  banker  in  Philadelphia 
in  18 12,  and  afterward  was  a  director  in  the 
United  States  Bank.  He  made  much  money 
by  leasing  property  in  the  city  in  times  of 
depression,  and  upon  the  revival  of  industry 
sub-leasing  at  enormous  profit.  He  became 
the  wealthiest  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  his  time. 

He  was  eccentric,  ungracious,  and  a 
freethinker.  He  had  few,  if  any,  friends  in 
his  lifetime.  However,  he  was  most  chari- 
tably disposed,  and  gave  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions and  schools  with  a  liberal  hand. 
He  did  more  than  any  one  else  to  relieve 
the  suffering  and  deprivations  during  the 
great  yellow  fever  scourge  in  Philadelphia, 
devoting  his  personal  attention  to  the  sick. 
He  endowed  and  made  a  free  institution, 
the  famous  Will's  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
of  Philadelphia — one  of  the  largest  institu- 
tions of  its  kind  in  the  world.  At  his  death 
practically  all  his  immense  wealth  was  be- 
queathed to  charitable  institutions,  more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  going  to  the 
founding  of  Girard  College,  which  was  to 
be  devoted  to  the  education  and  training  of 
boys  between  the  ages  of  six  and  ten  years. 
Large  donations  were  also  made  to  institu- 
tions in  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans. 
The  principal  building  of  Girard  College  is 
the  most  magnificent  example  of  Greek 
architecture  in  America.  Girard  died  De- 
cember 26,   1 83  I. 


LOUIS  J.  R.  AGASSIZ,  the  eminent  nat- 
uralist and  geologist,  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  Motier,  near  Lake  Neuchatel,  Swit- 
zerland, May  28,  1807,  but  attained  his 
greatest  fame  after  becoming  an  American 
citizen.      He  studied  the  medical  sciences  at 


188 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGRAPHY 


Zurich,  Heidelberg  and  Munich.  His  first 
work  was  a  Latin  description  of  the  fishes 
which  Martins  and  Spix  brought  from  Brazil. 
This  was  published  in  1 829-3 1 .  He  devoted 
much  time  to  the  study  of  fossil  fishes,  and 
in  1832  was  appointed  professor  of  natural 
history  at  Neuchatel.  He  greatly  increased 
his  reputation  by  a  great  work  in  French, 
entitled  "Researches  on  Fossil  Fishes,"  in 
1832-42,  in  which  he  made  many  important 
improvements  in  the  classification  of  fishes. 
Having  passed  many  summers  among  the 
Alps  in  researches  on  glaciers,  he  propounded 
some  new  and  interesting  ideas  on  geology, 
and  the  agency  of  glaciers  in  his  "Studies 
by  the  Glaciers."  This  was  published  in 
1840.  This  latter  work,  with  his  "  System 
of  the  Glaciers,"  published  in  1847,  are 
among  his  principal  works. 

In  1846,  Professor  Agassiz  crossed  the 
ocean  on  a  scientific  excursion  to  the  United 
States,  and  soon  determined  to  remain  here. 
He  accepted,  about  the  beginning  of  1848, 
the  chair  of  zoology  and  geology  at  Harvard. 
He  explored  the  natural  history  of  the 
United  States  at  different  times  and  gave  an 
impulse  to  the  study  of  nature  in  this 
country.  In  1865  he  conducted  an  expedi- 
tion to  Brazil,  and  explored  the  lower  Ama- 
zon and  its  tributaries.  In  1868  he  was 
made  non-resident  professor  of  natural  his- 
tory at  Cornell  University.  In  December, 
1 87 1,  he  accompanied  the  Hassler  expedi- 
tion, under  Professor  Pierce,  to  the  South 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  He  died  at 
Cambridge,     Massachusetts,   December   14, 

1873- 

Among  other  of  the  important  works  of 
Professor  Agassiz  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing: "Outlines  of  Comparative  Physi- 
ology," "Journey  to  Brazil,"  and  "Contri- 
butions to  the  Natural  History  of  the  United 
States."       It   is  said  of  Professor  Agassiz, 


that,  perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  Hugh 
Miller,  no  one  had  so  popularized  science  in 
his  day,  or  trained  so  many  young  natural- 
ists. Many  of  the  theories  held  by  Agassiz 
are  not  supported  by  many  of  the  natural- 
ists of  these  later  days,  but  upon  many  of 
the  speculations  into  the  origin  of  species  and 
in  physics  he  has  left  the  marks  of  his  own 
strongly  marked  individuality. 


WILLIAM  WINDOM.— As  a  prominent 
and  leading  lawyer  of  the  great  north- 
west, as  a  member  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  as  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
won  for  himself  a  prominent  position  in  the 
history  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Windom  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Belmont  county.  May  10,  1827. 
He  received  a  good  elementary  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  took  up 
the  study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until 
1855.  In  the  latter  year  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  move  further  west,  and  accordingly 
went  to  Minnesota,  and  opening  an  office, 
became  identified  with  the  interests  of  that 
state,  and  the  northwest  generally.  In 
1858  he  took  his  place  in  the  Minnesota 
delegation  in  the  national  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, at  Washington,  and  continued 
to  represent  his  constituency  in  that  body 
for  ten  years.  In  1871  Mr.  Windom  was 
elected  United  States  senator  from  Min- 
nesota, and  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office 
after  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  position  for 
a  full  term,  in  1876.  On  the  inauguration 
of  President  Garfield,  in  March,  1881,  Mr. 
Windom  became  secretary  of  the  treasury 
in  his  cabinet.  He  resigned  this  office  Oc- 
tober 27,  1 88 1,  and  was  elected  senator 
from  the   North  Star  state    to  fill   the   va- 
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cancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  A.  J. 
Edgerton.  Mr.  Windoin  served  in  that 
chamber  until  March,   1S83. 

William    W'indom    died    in     New    York 
City  January  29,   1891. 


DON  M.  DICKINSON,  an  American 
politician  and  lawyer,  was  born  in 
Port  Ontario,  New  York,  January  17,  1846. 
He  removed  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
when  he  was  but  two  years  old.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Detroit 
and  at  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  In  1872  he  was  made 
secretary  of  the  Democratic  state  central 
committee  of  Michigan,  and  his  able  man- 
agement of  the  campaign  gave  him  a  prom- 
inent place  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  In 
1876,  during  the  Tilden  campaign,  he  acted 
as  chairman  of  the  state  central  committee. 
He  was  afterward  chosen  to  represent  his 
state  in  the  Democratic  national  committee, 
and  in  1886  he  was  appointed  postmaster- 
general  by  President  Cleveland.  After  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  returned 
to  Detroit  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law. 
In  the  presidential  campaign  of  1896,  Mr. 
Dickinson  adhered  to  the  "gold  wing  "of 
the  Democracy,  and  his  influence  was  felt 
in  the  national  canvass,  and  especially  in 
his  own  state. 


JOHN  JACOB  ASTOR,  the  founder  of 
<J  the  Astor  family  and  fortunes,  while  not 
a  native  of  this  country,  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  men  of  his  time,  and  as  all  his 
wealth  and  fame  were  acquired  here,  he 
may  well  be  classed  among  America's  great 
men.  He  was  born  near  Heidelberg,  Ger- 
many, July  17,  1763,  and  when  twenty 
years  old  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
Even  at  that   age   he  exhibited  remarkable 


business  ability  and  foresight,  and  soon  he 
was  investing  capital  in  furs  which  he  took 
to  London  and  sold  at  a  great  profit.  He 
next  settled  at  New  York,  and  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  fur  trade.  He  exported 
furs  to  Europe  in  his  own  vessels,  which  re- 
turned with  cargoes  of  foreign  commodities, 
and  thus  he  rapidly  amassed  an  immense 
fortune.  In  181 1  he  founded  Astoria  on 
the  western  coast  of  North  America,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  as  a  depot 
for  the  fur  trade,  for  the  promotion  of 
which  he  sent  a  number  of  expeditions  to 
the  Pacific  ocean.  He  also  purchased  a 
large  amount  of  real  estate  in  New  York, 
the  value  of  which  increased  enormously 
All  through  life  his  business  ventures  were 
a  series  of  marvelous  successes,  and  he 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  sagacious  and 
successful  business  men  in  the  world.  He 
died  March  29,  1848,  leaving  a  fortune  es- 
timated at  over  twenty  million  dollars  to 
his  children,  who  have  since  increased  it. 
John  Jacob  Astor  left  $400,000  to  found  a 
public  library  in  New  York  City,  and  his  son, 
William  B.  Astor,  who  died  in  1875,  left 
$300,000  to  add  to  his  father's  bequest. 
This  is  known  as  the  Astor  Library,  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  United  States. 


SCHUYLER  COLFAX,  an  eminent 
American  statesman,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  March  23,  1S23,  being  a  grand- 
son of  General  William  Colfax,  the  com- 
mander of  Washington's  life-guards.  In 
1836  he  remoA'ed  with  his  mother,  who  was 
then  a  widow,  to  Indiana,  settling  at  South 
Bend.  Young  Schuyler  studied  law,  and 
in  1845  became  editor  of  the  "St.  Joseph 
Valley  Register, "  a  Whig  paper  published 
at  South  Bend.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  which  formed  a  new  constitu- 
tion   for  Indiana  in  1850,  and   he  opposed 
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the  clause  that  prohibited  colored  men 
from  settling  in  that  state.  In  185  i  he  was 
defeated  as  the  Whig  candidate  for  congress 
but  was  elected  in  1854,  and,  being  repeat- 
edly re-elected,  continued  to  represent  that 
district  in  congress  until  1869.  He  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  served  three  terms  as  speaker.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  was  an  active  participant 
in  all  public  measures  of  importance,  and 
was  a  confidential  friend  and  adviser  of 
President  Lincoln.  In  May,  1868,  Mr. 
Colfax  was  nominated  for  vice-president  on 
the  ticket  with  General  Grant,  and  was 
elected.  After  the  close  of  his  term  he  re- 
tired from  office,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  lectur- 
ing and  literary  pursuits.  His  death  oc- 
curred January  23,  1885.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  America, 
and  that  order  erected  a  bronze  statue  to 
his  memory  in  University  Park,  Indianapo- 
lis, Indiana,  which  was  unveiled  in  May, 
1887. 

WILLIAM  FREEMAN  VILAS,  who  at- 
tained a  national  reputation  as  an  able 
lawyer,  statesman,  and  cabinet  officer,  was 
born  at  Chelsea,  Vermont,  July  9,  1840. 
His  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin  when 
our  subject  was  but  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  there  with  the  early  settlers  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  William  F.  Vilas  was  given  all  the 
advantages  found  in  the  common  schools, 
and  supplemented  this  by  a  course  of  study 
in  the  Wisconsin  State  University,  after 
which  he  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  and  began  practicing  at  Madison. 
Shortly  afterward  the  Civil  war  broke  out 
and  Mr.  Vilas  enlisted  and  became   colonel 


of  the  Twenty-third  regiment  of  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  serving  throughout  the  war  with 
distinction.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Wisconsin,  resumed  his  law  prac- 
tice, and  rapidly  rose  to  eminence  in  this 
profession.  In  1885  he  was  selected  by 
President  Cleveland  for  postmaster-general 
and  at  the  close  of  his  term  again  returned 
to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  to  resume  the  prac- 
tice of  law. 

■ f 

THOMAS  McINTYRE  COOLEY,  an  em- 
inent American  jurist  and  law  writer, 
was  born  in  Attica,  New  York,  January  6, 
1824.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1846, 
and  four  years  later  was  appointed  reporter 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  which 
office  he  continued  to  hold  for  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1859,  he  became  pro- 
fessor of  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  and  soon  afterward  was 
made  dean  of  the  faculty  of  that  depart- 
ment. In  1864  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  in  1867  be- 
came chief  justice  of  that  court,  and  in 
1869  was  re-elected  for  a  term  of  eight 
years.  In  1881  he  again  joined  the  faculty 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  assuming  the 
professorship  of  constitutional  and  adminis- 
trative law.  His  v/orks  on  these  branches 
have  become  standard,  and  he  is  recog- 
nized as  authority  on  this  and  related  sub- 
jects. Upon  the  passage  of  the  inter-state 
commerce  law  in  1887  he  became  chairman 
of  the  commission  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity four  years. 


JOHN  PETER  ALTGELD,  a  noted 
American  politician  and  writer  on  social 
questions,  was  born  in  Germany,  December 
30,  1847.  He  came  to  America  with  his 
parents  and  settled  in  Ohio  when  two  years 
old.      In  1864  he  entered  the  Union  army 
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and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  settled  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He 
was  elected  judge  of  the  superior  court  of 
Cook  county,  Illinois,  in  1886,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  elected  governor  of 
Illinois  in  1892,  as  a  Democrat.  During 
the  first  year  of  his  term  as  governor  he  at- 
tracted national  attention  by  his  pardon  of 
the  anarchists  convicted  of  the  Haymarket 
murder  in  Chicago,  and  again  in  1894  by 
his  denunciation  of  President  Cleveland  for 
calling  out  federal  troops  to  suppress  the 
rioting  in  connection  with  the  great  Pull- 
man strike  in  Chicago.  At  the  national 
convention  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Chi- 
cago, in  July,  1896,  he  is  said  to  have  in- 
spired the  clause  in  the  platform  denuncia- 
tory of  interference  by  federal  authorities  in 
local  affairs,  and  "government  by  injunc- 
tion." He  was  gubernatorial  candidate  for 
re-election  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1896, 
but  was  defeated  by  John  R.  Tanner,  Re- 
publican. Mr.  Altgeld  published  two  vol- 
umes of  essays  on  "  Live  Questions,"  evinc- 
ing radical  views  on  social  matters. 


ADLAI  EWING  STEVENSON, an  Amer_ 
ican  statesman  and  politician,  was  born 
in  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  October  23, 
1835,  ^nd  removed  with  the  family  to 
Bloomington,  Illinois,  in  1S52.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1858,  and  set- 
tled in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Metamora,  Illinois.  In  1861  he  was 
made  master  in  chancery  of  Woodford 
county,  and  in  1864  was  elected  state's  at- 
torney. In  1868  he  returned  to  Blooming- 
ton  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
James  S.  Ewing.  He  had  served  as  a  pres- 
idential elector  in  1864,  and  in  1868  was 
elected  to  congress  as  a  Democrat,  receiv- 
ing a  majority  vote  from  every  county  in  his 
district.      He     became     prominent    in    his 


party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
convention  in  1884.  On  the  election  of 
Cleveland  to  the  presidency  Mr.  Stevenson 
was  appointed  first  assistant  postmaster- 
general.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  continued  to  e.xert  a  controlling  influence 
in  the  politics  of  his  state,  and  in  1892  was 
elected  vice-president  of  the  United  States 
on  the  ticket  with  Grover  Cleveland.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law  at  Bloomington, 
Illinois. 

SIMON  CAMERON,  whose  name  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  United  States  as  a  political  leader 
and  statesman,  was  born  in  Lancaster  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  March  8,  1799.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  receiving 
good  educational  advantages,  and  develop- 
ing a  natural  inclination  for,  political  life. 
He  rapidly  rose  in  prominence  and  became 
the  most  influential  Democrat  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1845  was  elected  by  that  party 
to  the  United  States  senate.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  declare  his  allegiance  to 
it,  and  in  1856  was  re-elected  United  States 
senator  from  Pennsylvania  as  a  Republican. 
In  March,  1861,  he  was  appointed  secretary 
of  war  by  President  Lincoln,  and  served 
until  early  in  1862,  when  he  was  sent  as 
minister  to  Russia,  returning  in  1863.  In 
1866  he  was  again  elected  United  States 
senator  and  served  until  1877,  when  he  re- 
signed and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  James 
Donald  Cameron.  He  continued  to  exert  a 
powerful  influence  in  political  affairs  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  June  26,  1889. 

James  Donald  Cameron  was  the  eld- 
est son  of  Simon  Cameron,  and  also 
attained  a  high  rank  among  American 
statesmen.      He  was     born  at   Harrisburg, 
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Pennsylvania,  May  14,  1833,  and  received  an 
excellent  education,  graduating  at  Princeton 
College  in  1852.  He  rapidly  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  able  and  successful  business 
men  of  the  country  and  was  largely  inter- 
ested in  and  identified  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  coal,  iron,  lumber  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  his  native  state.  He 
served  as  cashier  and  afterward  president  of 
the  Middletown  bank,  and  in  1861  was  made 
vice-president,  and  in  1863  president  of 
the  Northern  Central  railroad,  holding  this 
position  until  1874,  when  he  resigned  and 
was  succeeded  by  Thomas  A.  Scott.  This 
road  was  of  great  service  to  the  government 
during  the  war  as  a  means  of  communica- 
tion between  Pennsylvania  and  the  national 
capital,  via  Baltimore.  Mr.  Cameron  also 
took  an  active  part  in  political  affairs, 
always  as  a  Republican.  In  May,  1876, 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  war  in  Pres- 
ident Grant's  cabinet,  and  in  1877  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  United  States 
senate.  He  was  re-elected  in  1885,  and 
again  in  1891,  serving  until  1896,  and  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  members  of  that  bodv. 


ADOLPHUS  W.  GREELEY,  a  famous 
American  arctic  explorer,  was  born  at 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  March  27, 
1844.  He  graduated  from  Brown  High 
School  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  a  year 
later  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts  Infantry,  and  was  made  first 
sergeant.  In  1863  he  was  promoted  to 
second  lieutenant.  After  the  war  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry, 
and  became  first  lieutenant  in  1873.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  United  States 
signal  service  shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  An  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the 
United    States    government     in    1881,    un- 


der auspices  of  the  weather  bureau,  and 
Lieutenant  Greeley  placed  in  command. 
They  set  sail  from  St.  Johns  the  first  week 
in  July,  and  after  nine  days  landed  in  Green- 
land, where  they  secured  the  services  of  two 
natives,  together  with  sledges,  dogs,  furs 
and  equipment.  They  encountered  an  ice 
pack  early  in  August,  and  on  the  28th  of 
that  month  freezing  weather  set  in.  Two 
of  his  party.  Lieutenant  Lockwood  and  Ser- 
geant Brainard,  added  to  the  known  maps 
about  forty  miles  of  coast  survey,  and 
reached  the  highest  point  yet  attained  by 
man,  eighty-three  degrees  and  twenty-four 
minutes  north,  longitude,  forty-four  degrees 
and  five  minutes  west.  On  their  return  to 
Fort  Conger,  Lieutenant  Greeley  set  out 
for  the  south  on  August  9,  1883.  He 
reached  Baird  Inlet  twenty  days  later  with 
his  entire  party.  Here  they  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  boats,  and  drifted  on  an 
ice-floe  for  one  month.  They  then  went 
into  camp  at  Cape  Sabine,  where  they  suf- 
fered untold  hardships,  and  eighteen  of  the 
party  succumbed  to  cold  and  hunger,  and 
had  relief  been  delayed  two  days  longer 
none  would  have  been  found  alive.  They 
were  picked  up  by  the  relief  expedition, 
under  Captain  Schley,  June  22,  1884.  The 
dead  were  taken  to  New  York  for  burial. 
Many  sensational  stories  were  published 
concerning  the  expedition,  and  Lieutenant 
Greeley  prepared  an  exhaustive  account 
of  his  explorations  and  experiences. 


LEVI  P.  MORTON,  the  millionaire  poli- 
tician, was  born  in  Shoreham,  Ver- 
mont, May  16,  1824,  and  his  early  educa- 
tion consisted  of  the  rudiments  which  he 
obtained  in  the  common  school  up  to  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  after  that  time  what 
knowledge  he  gained  was  wrested  from  the 
hard  school  of  experience.     He  removed  to 
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Hanover,  Vermont,  then  Concord,  Vermont, 
and  afterwards  to  Boston.  He  had  worked 
in  a  store  at  Shoreham,  his  native  village, 
and  on  going  to  Hanover  he  established  a 
store  and  went  into  business  for  himself. 
In  Boston  he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store, 
and  then  opened  a  business  of  his  own  in 
the  same  line  in  New  York.  After  a  short 
career  he  failed,  and  was  compelled  to  set- 
tle with  his  creditors  at  only  fifty  cents  on 
the  dollar.  He  began  the  struggle  anew, 
and  when  the  war  began  he  established  a 
banking  house  in  New  York,  with  Junius 
Morgan  as  a  partner.  Through  his  firm 
and  connections  the  great  government  war 
loans  were  floated,  and  it  resulted  in  im- 
mense profits  to  his  house.  When  he  was 
again  thoroughly  established  he  invited  his 
former  creditors  to  a  banquet,  and  under 
each  guest's  plate  was  found  a  check  cover- 
ing the  amount  of  loss  sustained  respec- 
tively, with  interest  to  date. 

President  Garfield  appointed  Mr.  Mor- 
ton as  minister  to  France,  after  he  had  de- 
clined the  secretaryship  of  the  navy,  and  in 
1888  he  was  nominated  as  candidate  for 
vice-president,  with  Harrison,  and  elected. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  governor  of  New 
York  over  David  B.  Hill,  and  served  one 
term. 


CH.\RLES  KENDALL  ADAMS,  one 
of  the  most  talented  and  prominent 
educators  this  country  has  known,  was  born 
January  24,  1835,  at  Derby,  Vermont.  He 
received  an  elementary  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  studied  two  terms  in 
the  Derby  Academy.  Mr.  Adams  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  1856.  He  was 
very  anxious  to  pursue  a  collegiate  course, 
but  this  was  impossible  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  In  the  autumn  of 
1856  he  began  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek 


at  Denmark  Academy,  and  in  September, 
1857,  he  was  admitted  to  the  University  of 
Michigan.  Mr.  Adams  was  wholly  depend- 
ent upon  himself  for  the  means  of  his  edu- 
cation. During  his  third  and  fourth  year 
he  became  deeply  interested  in  historical 
studies,  was  assistant  librarian  of  the  uni- 
versity, and  determined  to  pursue  a  post- 
graduate course.  In  1864  he  was  appointed 
instructor  of  history  and  Latin  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  an  assistant  professorship  in  1865, 
and  in  1867,  on  the  resignation  o^.  Professot 
White  to  accept  the  presidency  of  Cornell, 
he  was  appointed  to  lill  the  chair  of  profes- 
sor of  history.  This  he  accepted  on  con- 
dition of  his  being  allowed  to  spend  a  year 
for  special  study  in  Germany,  France  and 
Italy.  Mr.  Adams  returned  in  1868,  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  professorship. 
He  introduced  the  German  system  for  the 
instruction  of  advanced  history  classes,  and 
his  lectures  were  largely  attended.  In  1885, 
on  the  resignation  of  President  White  at 
Cornell,  he  was  elected  his  successor  and 
held  the  office  for  seven  years,  and  on  Jan- 
uary 17,  1893,  he  was  inaugurated  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  Pres- 
ident Adams  was  prominently  connected 
with  numerous  scientific  and  literary  organ- 
izations and  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 
historical  and  educational  data  in  the  peri- 
odicals and  journals  of  the  country.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  following:  "  Dem- 
ocracy and  Monarchy  in  France,"  *'  Manual 
of  Historical  Literature,"  "  A  Plea  for  Sci- 
entific Agriculture,"  "  Higher  Education  in 
Germany." 

JOSEPH  B.  FORAKER,  a  prominent  po- 
litical leader  and  ex-governor  of  Ohio, 
was  born  near  Rainsboro,  Highland  county, 
Ohio,  July  5,  1846.  His  parents  operated 
a  small  farm,  with  a  grist  and  sawmill,  hav- 
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ing  emigrated  hither  from  Virginia  and 
Delaware  on  account  of  their  distaste  for 
slavery. 

Joseph  was  reared  upon  a  farm  until 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighty -ninth 
Ohio  Infantry.  Later  he  was  made  ser- 
geant, and  in  1864  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant. The  next  year  he  was  brevetted 
captain.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  army  after  a  brilliant 
service,  part  of  the  time  being  on  the  staff 
of  General  Slocum.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mount- 
ain and  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  in  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea. 

For  two  years  subsequent  to  the  war 
young  Foraker  was  studying  at  the  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  but  later 
went  to  Cornell  University,  at  Unity,  New 
York,  from  which  he  graduated  July  i, 
1869.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  In  1879  Mr.  Foraker  was  elected 
judge  of  the  superior  court  of  Cincinnati 
and  held  the  office  for  three  years.  In  1883 
he  was  defeated  in  the  contest  for  the  gov- 
ernorship with  Judge  Hoadly.  In  1885, 
however,  being  again  nominated  for  the 
same  office,  he  was  elected  and  served  two 
terms.  In  1889,  in  running  for  governor 
again,  this  time  against  James  E.  Camp- 
bell, he  was  defeated.  Two  years  later  his 
career  in  the  United  States  senate  began. 
Mr.  Foraker  was  always  a  prominent  figure 
at  all  national  meetings  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  a  strong  power,  politically,  in  his 
native  state. 


LYMAN  ABBOTT,  an  eminent  American 
preacher  and  writer  on  religious  sub- 
jects, came  of  a  noted  New  England 
family.  His  father.  Rev.  Jacob  Abbott,  was 
a  prolific  and  popular  writer,  and  his  uncle. 
Rev.    John    S.    C.     Abbott,   was    a    noted 


preacher  and  author.  Lyman  Abbott  was 
born  December  18,  1835,  in  Roxbury, 
Massachusetts.  He  graduated  at  the  New 
York  University,  in  1853,  studied  law,  and 
practiced  for  a  time  at  the  bar,  after  which 
he  studied  theology  with  his  uncle.  Rev. 
John  S.  C.  Abbott,  and  in  i860  was  settled 
in  the  ministry  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  re- 
maining there  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  became  connected  with  the 
Freedmen's  Commission,  continuing  this 
until  1868,  when  he  accepted  the  pastorate 
of  the  New  England  Congregational  church, 
in  New  York  City.  A  few  years  later  he  re- 
signed, to  devote  his  time  principally  to  lit- 
erary pursuits.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
edited  for  the  American  Tract  Society,  its 
"Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,"  also  the 
New  York  "Christian  Union."  He  pro- 
duced many  works,  which  had  a  wide  circu- 
lation, among  which  may  be  mentioned  the 
following:  "Jesus  of  Nazareth,  His  Life  and 
Teachings,"  "Old  Testament  Shadows  of 
New  Testament  Truths,"  "Morning  and 
Evening  Exercises,  Selected  from  Writings 
of  Henry  Ward  Beecher,"  "  Laicus,  or  the 
Experiences  of  a  Layman  in  a  Country 
Parish,"  "Popular  Religious  Dictionary," 
and  "Commentaries  on  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  John  and  Acts." 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  CURTIS.— The 
well-known  author,  orator  and  journal- 
ist whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was  born 
at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  February  24, 
1824.  Having  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
most  excellent  education  in  his  native  land, 
he  went  to  Europe  and  studied  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Berlin.  He  made  an  extensive 
tour  throughout  the  Levant,  from  which  he 
returned  home  in  1850.  At  that  early  age 
literature  became  his  field  of  labor,  and  in 
185 1  he  published  his  first  important  work, 
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"  Nile  Notes  of  a  Howadji."  In  1852  two 
works  issued  from  his  facile  pen,  "The 
Howadji  in  Syria,"  and  "Lotus-Eating." 
Later  on  he  was  the  author  of  the  well- 
known  "  Potiphar  Papers,"  "  Prue  and  I," 
and  "Trumps."  He  greatly  distinguished 
himself  throughout  this  land  as  a  lecturer 
on  many  subjects,  and  as  an  orator  had  but 
few  peers.  He  was  also  well  known  as  one 
of  the  most  fluent  speakers  on  the  stump, 
making  many  political  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  recognition  of 
his  valuable  services,  Mr.  Curtis  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Grant,  chairman  of 
the  advisory  board  of  the  civil  service.  Al- 
though a  life-long  Republican,  Mr.  Curtis 
refused  to  support  Blaine  for  the  presidency 
in  1884,  because  of  his  ideas  on  civil  ser- 
vice and  other  reforms.  For  his  memorable 
and  magnificent  eulogy  on  Wendell  Phillips, 
delivered  in  Boston,  in  1884,  that  city  pre- 
sented Mr.  Curtis  with  a  gold  medal. 

George  W.  Curtis,  however,  is  best 
known  to  the  reading  public  of  the  United 
States  by  his  connection  with  the  Harper 
Brothers,  having  been  editor  of  the  "  Har- 
per's Weekly, "  and  of  the  "Easy  Chair," 
in  "  Harper's  Monthly  Magazine,  "for  many 
years,  in  fact  retaining  that  position  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  August 
31.  1892.  

ANDREW  JOHNSON,  the  seventeenth 
president  of  the  United  States,  served 
from  1865  to  1869.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 8,  1808,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
and  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  He  never  attended  school,  and  was 
apprenticed  to  a  tailor.  While  serving  his 
apprenticeship  he  suddenly  acquired  a  pas- 
sion for  knowledge,  and  learned  to  read. 
From  that  time  on  he  spent  all  his  spare 
time  in  reading,  and   after  working  for  two 


years  as  a  journeyman  tailor  at  Lauren's 
Court  House,  South  Carolina,  he  removed 
to  Greenville,  Tennessee,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  and  was  married.  Under  his 
wife's  instruction  he  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  studies  and  manifested  such  an  interest 
in  local  politics  as  to  be  elected  as  "  work- 
ingmen's  candidate  "  alderman  in  1828,  and 
in  1830  to  the  mayoralty,  and  was  twice 
re-elected  to  each  office.  Mr.  Johnson 
utilized  this  time  in  cultivating  his  talents 
as  a  public  speaker,  by  taking  part  in  a  de- 
bating society.  He  was  elected  in  1835  to 
the  lower  house  of  the  legislature,  was  re- 
elected in  1839  a-S  a  Democrat,  and  in 
1 84 1  was  elected  state  senator.  Mr.  John- 
son was  elected  representative  in  congress 
in  1843  and  was  re-elected  four  times  in 
succession  until  1853,  when  he  was  the  suc- 
cessful candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  He  was  re-elected  in  1855 
and  in  1857  he  entered  the  United  States 
senate.  In  i860  he  was  supported  by  the 
Tennessee  delegation  to  the  Democratic 
convention  for  the  presidential  nomination, 
and  lent  his  'influence  to  the  Breckinridge 
wing  of  the  party.  At  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln, which  brought  about  the  first  attempt 
at  secession  in  December,  i860,  Mr.  John- 
son took  a  firm  attitude  in  the  senate  for 
the  Union.  He  was  the  leader  of  the  loy- 
alists in  East  Tennessee.  By  the  course 
that  Mr.  Johnson  pursued  in  this  crisis  he 
was  brought  prominently  before  the  north- 
ern people,  and  when,  in  March,  1862,  he 
was  appointed  military  governor  of  Ten- 
nessee with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general, 
he  increased  his  popularity  by  the  vigorous 
manner  in  which  he  labored  to  restore 
order.  In  the  campaign  of  1S64  he  was 
elected  vice-president  on  the  ticket  with 
President  Lincoln,  and  upon  the  assassi- 
nation of  the    latter    he    succeeded    to  the 
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presidency,  April  15,  1865.  He  retained 
the  cabinet  of  President  Lincoln,  and  at 
first  exhibited  considerable  severity  towards 
the  former  Confederates,  but  he  soon  inau- 
gurated a  policy  of  reconstruction,  pro- 
claimed a  general  amnesty  to  the  late  Con- 
federates, and  established  provisional  gov- 
ernments in  the  southern  states.  These 
states  claimed  representation  in  congress  in 
the  following  December,  and  then  arose  the 
momentous  question  as  to  what  should  be 
the  policy  of  the  victorious  Union  against 
their  late  enemies.  The  Republican  m^a- 
jority  in  congress  had  an  apprehension  that 
the  President  would  undo  the  results  of  the 
war,  and  consequently  passed  two  bills  over 
the  executive  veto,  and  the  two  highest 
branches  of  the  government  were  in  open 
antagonism.  The  cabinet  was  reconstructed 
in  July,  and  Messrs.  Randall,  Stanbury  and 
Browning  superseded  Messrs.  Denison, 
Speed  and  Harlan.  In  August,  1867,  Pres- 
ident Johnson  removed  the  secretary  of  war 
and  replaced  him  with  General  Grant,  but 
when  congress  met  in  December  it  refused 
to  ratify  the  removal  of  Stanton,  who  re- 
sumed the  functions  of  his  of^ce.  In  1868 
the  president  again  attempted  to  remove 
Stanton,  who  refused  to  vacate  his  post 
and  was  sustained  bv  the  senate.  Presi- 
dent  Johnson  was  accused  by  congress  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  but  the  trial 
resulted  in  his  acquittal.  Later  he  was  Uni- 
ted States  senator  from  Tennessee,  and 
died  July  31,  1875. 


EDMUND  RANDOLPH,  first  attorney- 
general  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  August  10,  1753.  His  father, 
John  Randolph,  was  attorney-general  of 
Virginia,  and  lived  and  died  a  royalist.  Ed- 
mund was  educated  in  the  law,  but  joined 
the  army  as   aide-de-camp  to    Washington 


in  1775,  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Virginia  convention  in 
1776,  and  attorney-general  of  the  state  the 
same  year.  In  1779  he  was  elected  to  the 
Continental  congress,  and  served  four  years 
in  that  body.  He  was  a  member  of  the  con- 
vention in  1787  that  framed  the  constitu- 
tion. In  that  convention  he  proposed  what 
was  known  as  the  "  Virginia  plan"  of  con- 
federation, but  it  was  rejected.  He  advo- 
cated the  ratification  of  the  constitution  in 
the  Virginia  convention,  although  he  had  re- 
fused to  sign  it.  He  became  governor  of 
Virginia  in  1788,  and  the  next  year  Wash- 
ington appointed  him  to  the  office  of  at- 
torney-general of  the  United  States  upon 
the  organi2ation  of  the  government  under 
the  constitution.  He  was  appointed  secre- 
tary of  state  to  succeed  Jefferson  during 
Washington's  second  term,  but  resigned  a 
year  later  on  account  of  differences  in  the 
cabinet  concerning  the  policy  pursued  to- 
ward the  new  French  republic.  He  died 
September   12,  181 3. 


W INFIELD  SCOTT  HANCOCK  was 
born  in  Montgomery  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, February  14,  1824.  He  received 
his  early  education  at  the  Norristown 
Academy,  in  his  native  county,  and,  in  1840, 
was  appointed  a  cadet  in  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  at  West  Point.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  latter  in  1844,  and  brev- 
etted  as  second  lieutenant  of  infantry.  In 
1853  he  was  made  first  lieutenant,  and  two 
years  later  transferred  to  the  quartermaster's 
department,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
in  1863  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
served  on  the  frontier,  and  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  displaying  conspicuous  gallantry  dur- 
ing the  latter.  He  also  took  a  part  in  the 
Seminole  war,  and  in  the  troubles  in  Kan- 
sas, in  1857,  and  in  California,  at   the  out- 
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break  of  the  Civil  war,  as  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  Southern  district,  he  exerted 
a  powerful  influence.  In  1861  he  applied 
for  active  duty  in  the  field,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  department  of  Kentucky  as  chief 
quartermaster,  but  before  entering  upon  that 
duty,  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of 
volunteers.  His  subsequent  history  during 
the  war  was  substantially  that  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  in  the 
campaign,  under  McClellan,  and  led  the 
gallant  charge,  which  captured  Fort  Magru- 
der,  won  the  day  at  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, and  by  services  rendered  at 
Savage's  Station  and  other  engagements, 
won  several  grades  in  the  regular  service, 
and  was  recommended  by  McClellan  for 
major-general  of  volunteers.  He  was  a  con- 
spicuous figure  at  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam.  He  was  commissioned  major-gen- 
eral of  volunteers,  November  29,  1862,  and 
made  commander  of  the  First  Division  of 
the  Second  Corps,  which  he  led  at  Fred- 
ricksburg  and  at  Chancellorsville.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Second 
Corps  in  June,  1863,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  July  i,  2  and  3,  of  that  year, 
took  an  important  part.  On  his  arrival  on 
the  field  he  found  part  of  the  forces  then 
in  retreat,  but  stayed  the  retrograde 
movement,  checked  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
following  day  commanded  the  left  center, 
repulsed,  on  the  third,  the  grand  assault  of 
General  Lee's  army,  and  was  severely 
wounded.  For  his  services  on  that  field 
General  Hancock  received  the  thanks  of 
congress.  On  recovering  from  his  wound, 
he  was  detailed  to  go  north  to  stimulate  re- 
cruiting and  fill  up  the  diminished  corps,  and 
was  the  recipient  of  many  public  receptions 
and  ovations.  In  March,  1864,  he  returned 
to  his  command,  and  in  the  Wilderness  and 
at   Spottsylvania   led  large    bodies   of   men 


successfully  and  conspicuously.  From  that 
on  to  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  was  a 
prominent  figure.  In  November,  1864,  he 
was  detailed  to  organize  the  First  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  and  at  the  close  of  hostilities 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Mid- 
dle Military  Division.  In  July,  1866,  he 
was  made  major-general  of  the  regular 
service.  He  was  at  the  head  of  various 
military  departments  until  1872,  when  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Atlantic,  which  post  he  held 
until  his  death.  In  1869  he  declined  the 
nomination  for  governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  president,  in  1880,  and  was  de- 
feated by  General  Garfield,  who  had  a  popu- 
lar majority  of  seven  thousand  and  eighteen 
and  an  electoral  majority'-of  fifty-nine.  Gen- 
eral Hancock  died  February  9,  1886. 


THOMAS  PAINE,  the  most  noted  polit- 
ical and  deistical  writer  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary period,  was  born  in  England,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1737,  of  Quaker  parents.  His  edu- 
cation was. obtained  in  the  grammar  schools 
of  Thetford,  his  native  town,  and  supple- 
mented by  hard  private  study  while  working 
at  his  trade  of  stay-maker  at  London  and 
other  cities  of  England.  He  was  for  a  time 
a  dissenting  preacher,  although  he  did  not 
relinquish  his  employment.  He  married  a 
revenue  official's  daughter,  and  was  employed 
in  the  revenue  service  for  some  time.  He 
then  became  a  grocer  and  duringall  this  time 
he  was  reading  and  cultivating  his  literary 
tastes,  and  had  developed  a  clear  and  forci- 
ble style  of  composition.  He  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  excisemen, 
and  published  a  pamphlet  that  brought 
him  considerable  notice.  He  was  soon  after- 
ward introduced  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
having  been  dismissed  from  the  service  on  a 
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charge  of  smuggling,  his  resentment  led  him 
to  accept  the  advice  of  that  statesman  to 
come  to  America,  in  1774.  He  became 
editor  of  the  "  Pennsylvania  Magazine,"  and 
the  next  year  published  his  "Serious 
Thoughts  upon  Slavery"  in  the  "Penn- 
sylvania Journal."  His  greatest  political 
work,  however,  was  written  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Dr.  Rush,  and  entitled  "Common 
Sense."  It  was  the  most  popular  pamphlet 
written  during  the  period  and  he  received 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  from  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  in  recognition  of  its 
value.  His  periodical,  the  "Crisis,"  began 
in  1776,  and  its  distribution  among  the 
soldiers  did  a  great  deal  to  keep  up  the  spirit 
of  revolution.  He  was  made  secretary  of 
the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  but  was  dis- 
missed for  revealing  diplomatic  secrets  in 
one  of  his  controversies  with  Silas  Deane. 
He  was  originator  and  promoter  of  a  sub- 
scription to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  soldiers 
near  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  sent  to 
France  with  Henry  Laurens  to  negotiate  the 
treaty  with  France,  and  was  granted  three 
thousand  dollars  by  congress  for  his  services 
there,  and  an  estate  at  New  Rochelle,  by  the 
state  of  New  York. 

In  1787,  after  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  he  went  to  France,  and  a  few 
years  later  published  his  "  Rights  of  Man," 
defending  the  French  revolution,  which 
gave  him  great  popularity  in  France.  He 
was  made  a  citizen  and  elected  to  the  na- 
tional convention  at  Calais.  He  favored 
banishment  of  the  king  to  America,  and 
opposed  his  execution.  He  was  imprisoned 
for  about  ten  months  during  1794  by  the 
Robespierre  party,  during  which  time  he 
wrote  the  "  Age  of  Reason,"  his  great  deis- 
tical  work.  He  was  in  danger  of  the  guillo- 
tine for  several  months.  He  took  up  his 
residence  with  the  family  of  James  Monroe, 


then  minister  to  France  and  was  chosen 
again  to  the  convention.  He  returned 
to  the  United  States  in  1802,  and  was 
cordially  received  throughout  the  coun- 
try except  at  Trenton,  where  he  was  insulted 
by  Federalists.  He  retired  to  his  estate  at 
New  Rochelle,  and  his  death  occurred  June 
8,   1809. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  MACKAY  was  one  of 
America's  noted  men,  both  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  western  coast  and  the 
building  of  the  Mackay  and  Bennett  cable. 
He  was  born  in  183 1  at  Dublin,  Ireland; 
came  to  New  York  in  1840  and  his  boyhood 
days  were  spent  in  Park  Row.  He  went 
to  California  some  time  after  the  argonauts 
of  1849  and  took  to  the  primitive  methods 
of  mining — lost  and  won  and  finally  drifted 
into  Nevada  about  i860.  The  bonanza  dis- 
coveries which  were  to  have  such  a  potent 
influence  on  the  finance  and  statesmanship 
of  the  day  came  in  1872.  Mr.  Mackay 
founded  the  Nevada  Bank  in  1878.  He  is 
said  to  have  taken  one  hundred  and 
fifty  million  dollars  in  bullion  out  of 
the  Big  Bonanza  mine.  There  were  as- 
sociated with  him  in  this  enterprise  James 
G.  Fair,  senator  from  Nevada;  William 
O'Brien  and  James  C.  Flood.  When 
vast  wealth  came  to  Mr.  Mackay  he  be- 
lieved it  his  duty  to  do  his  country  some 
service,  and  he  agitated  in  his  mind  the 
building  of  an  American  steamship  line, 
and  while  brooding  over  this  his  attention 
was  called  to  the  cable  relations  between 
America  and  Europe.  The  financial  man- 
agement of  the  cable  was  selfish  and  ex- 
travagant, and  the  capital  was  heavy  with 
accretions  of  financial  "  water"  and  to  pay 
even  an  apparent  dividend  upon  the  sums 
which  represented  the  nominal  value  of  the 
cables,  it  was  necessary   to  hold    the    rates 
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at  an  exorbitant  figure.  And,  moreover, 
the  cables  were  foreign;  in  one  the  influence 
of  France  being  paramount  and  in  the  other 
that  of  England;  and  in  the  matter  of  intel- 
ligence, so  necessary  in  case  of  war,  we 
would  be  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemies.  This 
train  of  thought  brought  Mr.  Mackay  into  re- 
lation with  James  Gordon  Bennett,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  "  New  York  Herald."  The 
result  of  their  intercourse  was  that  Mr.  Mac- 
kay so  far  entered  into  the  enthusiasm  of 
Mr.  Bennett  over  an  independent  cable, 
that  he  offered  to  assist  the  enterprise  with 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  was  the 
inception  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Com- 
pany, or  of  what  has  been  known  for  years 
as  the   Mackav-Bennett  cable. 


ELISHA  GRAY,  the  great  inventor  and 
electrician,  was  born  August  2,  18351 
at  Barnesville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio.  He 
was,  as  a  child,  greatly  interested  in  the 
phenomena  of  nature,  and  read  with  avidity 
all  the  books  he  could  obtain,  relating  to 
this  subject.  He  was  apprenticed  to  various 
trades  during  his  boyhood,  but  his  insatiable 
thirst  for  knowledge  dominated  his  life  and 
he  found  time  to  study  at  odd  intervals. 
Supporting  himself  by  working  at  his  trade, 
he  found  time  to  pursue  a  course  at  Oberlin 
College,  where  he  particularly  devoted  him- 
self to  the  study  of  physicial  science.  Mr. 
Gray  secured  his  first  patent  for  electrical 
or  telegraph  apparatus  on  October  i,  1867. 
His  attention  was  first  attracted  to  tele- 
phonic transmission  during  this  year  and  he 
saw  in  it  a  way  of  transmitting  signals  for 
telegraph  purposes,  and  conceived  the  idea 
of  electro-tones,  tuned  to  different  tones  in 
the  scale.  He  did  not  then  realize  the  im- 
portance of  his  invention,  his  thoughts  being 
employed  on  the  capacity  of  the  apparatus 
for  transmitting   musical   tones   through  an 


electric  circuit,  and  it  was  not  until  1874 
that  he  was  again  called  to  consider  the  re- 
production of  electrically-transmitted  vibra- 
tions through  the  medium  of  animal  tissue. 
He  continued  experimenting  with  various 
results,  which  finally  culminated  in  his 
taking  out  a  patent  for  his  speaking  tele- 
phone on  February  14,  1876.  He  took  out 
fifty  additional  patents  in  the  course  of 
eleven  years,  among  which  were,  telegraph 
switch,  telegraph  repeater,  telegraph  annun- 
ciator and  typewriting  telegraph.  From 
1869  until  1873  he  was  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  telegraph  apparatus  in  Cleve- 
land and  Chicago,  and  filled  the  office  of 
electrician  to  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany. He  was  awarded  the  degree  of  D. 
S. ,  and  in  1874  he  went  abroad  to  perfect 
himself  in  acoustics.  Mr.  Gray's  latest  in- 
vention was  known  as  the  telautograph  or 
long  distance  writing  machine.  Mr.  Gray 
wrote  and  published  several  works  on  scien- 
tific subjects,  among  which  were:  "Tele- 
graphy and  Telephony,"  and  "  Experi- 
mental Research  in  Electro-Harmonic  Tele- 
graphy and  Telephony." 


T  X  miTELAW  REID.— Among  the  many  j 

V  V     men  who  have  adorned   the  field  of  | 

journalism  in  the  United  States,   few  stand  j 

out  with  more  prominence  than  the  scholar,  | 

author  and  editor  whose  name  heads  this  ar-  1 

tide.      Born  at  Xenia,  Greene  county,  Ohio,  : 
October   27,   1837,   he  graduated  at  Miami 
University  in   1856.      For  about  a  year  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  graded  schools  of 

South  Charleston,  Ohio,  after  which  he  pur-  | 

chased  the  "Xenia  News,"  which  he  edited  j 

for  about  two  years.      This   paper  was  the  I 
first  one  outside  of  Illinois  to   advocate  the 
nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Mr.  Reid 

having  been  a  Republican  since  the  birth  of  | 

that  party  in  1856.      After  taking  an  active  ' 
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part  in  the  campaign,  in  the  winter  of  1860- 
61,  he  went  to  the  state  capital  as  corres- 
pondent of  three  daily  papers.  At  the  close 
of  the  session  of  the  legislature  he  became 
city  editor  of  the  "Cincinnati  Gazette," 
and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  went  to 
the  front  as  a  correspondent  for  that  journal. 
For  a  time  he  served  on  the  staff  of  General 
Morris  in  West  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  Shortly  after  he  was  on  the  staff 
of  General  Rosecrans,  and,  under  the  name 
of  "Agate,"  wrote  most  graphic  descrip- 
tions of  the  movements  in  the  field,  espe- 
cially that  of  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing. In  the  spring  of  1862  Mr.  Reid  went 
to  Washington  and  was  appointed  librarian 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  acted  as 
correspondent  of  the  "  Cincinnati  Gazette." 
His  description  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
written  on  the  field,  gained  him  added 
reputation.  In  1865  he  accompanied  Chief 
Justice  Chase  on  a  southern  tour,  and  pub- 
lished "After  the  War;  a  Southern  Tour." 
During  the  next  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  cotton  planting  in  Louisiana  and  Ala- 
bama, and  published  "Ohio  in  the  War." 
In  1868  he  returned  to  the  "  Cincinnati  Ga- 
zette," becoming  one  of  its  leading  editors. 
The  same  year  he  accepted  the  invitation  of 
Horace  Greeley  and  became  one  of  the  staff 
on  the  "  New  York  Tribune."  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Greeley  in  1872,  Mr.  Reid  be- 
came editor  and  chief  proprietor  of  that 
paper.  In  1878  he  was  tendered  the  United 
States  mission  to  Berlin,  but  declined.  The 
offer  was  again  made  by  the  Garfield  ad- 
ministration, but  again  he  declined.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  by  the  New  York  legis- 
lature regent  of  the  university,  to  succeed 
General  John  A.  Dix.  Under  the  Harrison 
administration  he  served  as  United  States 
minister  to  France,  and  in  1892  was  the 
Republican  nominee  for  the  vice-presidency 


of  the  United  States.  Among  other  works 
published  by  him  were  the  "  Schools  of 
Journalism,"  "The  Scholar  in  Politics," 
"Some  Newspaper  Tendencies,"  and 
' '  Town-Hall  Suggestions.  " 


GEORGE  WHITEFIELD  was  one  of 
the  most  powerful  and  effective  preach- 
ers the  world  has  ever  produced,  swaying 
his  hearers  and  touching  the  hearts  of  im- 
mense audiences  in  a  manner  that  has  rarely 
been  equalled  and  never  surpassed.  While 
not  a  native  of  America,  yet  much  of  his 
labor  was  spent  in  this  country.  He  wielded 
a  great  influence  in  the  United  States  in 
early  days,  and  his  death  occurred  here;  so 
that  he  well  deserves  a  place  in  this  volume 
as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  men  America 
has  known. 

George  Whitefield  was  born  in  the  Bull 
Inn,  at  Gloucester,  England,  December  16, 
1 7 14.  He  acquired  the  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing in  St.  Mary's  grammar  school.  Later 
he  attended  Oxford  University  for  a  time, 
where  he  became  intimate  with  the  Oxford 
Methodists,  and  resolved  to  devote  himself 
to  the  ministry.  He  was  ordained  in  the 
Gloucester  Cathedral  June  20,  1836,  and 
the  following  day  preached  his  first  sermon 
in  the  same  church.  On  that  day  there 
commenced  a  new  era  in  Whitefield's  life. 
He  went  to  London  and  began  to  preach  at 
Bishopsgate  church,  his  fame  soon  spread- 
ing over  the  city,  and  shortly  he  was  en- 
gaged four  times  on  a  single  Sunday  in  ad- 
dressing audiences  of  enormous  magnitude, 
and  he  preached  in  various  parts  of  his  native 
country,  the  people  crowding  in  multitudes 
to  hear  him  and  hanging  upon  the  rails  and 
rafters  of  the  churches  and  approaches  there- 
to. He  finally  sailed  for  America,  landing 
in  Georgia,  where  he  stirred  the  people  to 
great  enthusiasm.      During  the  balance  of 
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his  life  he  divided  his  time  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  thirteen  times.  He 
came  to  America  for  the  seventh  time  in 
1770.  He  preached  every  day  at  Boston 
from  the  17th  to  the  20th  of  September, 
1770,  then  traveled  to  Newbury  port,  preach- 
ing at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  September 
29,  on  the  way.  That  evening  he  went  to 
Newburyport,  where  he  died  the  next  day, 
Sunday,  September  30,   1770. 

"  Whitefield's  dramatic  power  was  amaz- 
ing," says  an  eminent  writer  in  describing 
him.  "  His  voice  was  marvelously  varied, 
and  he  ever  had  it  at  command — an  organ, 
a  flute,  a  harp,  all  in  one.  His  intellectual 
powers  were  not  of  a  high  order,  but  he  had 
an  abundance  of  that  ready  talent  and  that 
wonderful  magnetism  which  makes  the  pop- 
ular preacher;  and  beyond  all  natural  en- 
dowments, there  was  in  his  ministry  the 
power  of  evangelical  truth,  and,  as  his  con- 
verts believed,  the  presence  of  the  spirit  of 
God."  

CHARLES  FRANCIS  BRUSH,  one  of 
America's  prominent  men  in  the  devel- 
opment of  electrical  science,  was  born  March 
17,  1849,  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm.  From 
the  district  school  at  Wickliffe,  Ohio,  he 
passed  to  the  Shaw  Academy  at  Collamer, 
and  then  entered  the  high  school  at  Cleve- 
land. His  interest  in  chemistry,  physics 
and  engineering  was  already  marked,  and 
during  his  senior  year  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  chemical  and  physical  appar- 
atus. During  these  years  he  devised  a  plan 
for  lighting  street  lamps,  constructed  tele- 
scopes, and  his  first  electric  arc  lamp,  also 
an  electric  motor.  In  September,  1S67,  he 
entered  the  engineering  department  of  the 
University    of    Michigan    and   graduated  in 


1869,  which  was  a  year  in  advance  of  his 
class,  with  the  degree  of  M.  E.  He  then 
returned  to  Cleveland,  and  for  three  years 
was  engaged  as  an  analytical  chemist  and 
for  four  years  in  the  iron  business.  In 
1875  Mr.  Brush  became  interested  in  elec- 
tric lighting,  and  in  1876,  after  four  months' 
experimenting,  he  completed  the  dynamo- 
electric  machine  that  has  made  his  name 
famous,  and  in  a  shorter  time  produced  the 
series  arc  lamps.  These  were  both  patent- 
ed in  the  United  States  in  1876,  and  he 
afterward  obtained  fifty  patents  on  his  later 
inventions,  including  the  fundamental  stor- 
age battery,  the  compound  series,  shunt- 
winding  for  dynamo-electric  machines,  and 
the  automatic  cut-out  for  arc  lamps.  His 
patents,  two-thirds  of  which  have  already 
been  profitable,  are  held  by  the  Brush 
Electric  Company,  of  Cleveland,  while  his 
foreign  patents  are  controlled  by  the  Anglo- 
American  Brush  Electric  Light  Company, 
of  London.  In  1880  the  Western  Reserve 
University  conferred  upon  Mr.  Brush  the 
degree  of  Ph.  D.,  and  in  1881  the  French 
government  decorated  him  as  a  chevalier  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor. 


HENRY  CLEWS,  of  Wall-street  fame, 
was  one  of  the  noted  old-time  opera- 
tors on  that  famous  street,  and  was  also  an 
author  of  some  repute.  Mr.  Clews  was 
born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  August  14, 
1840.  His  father  had  him  educated  with 
the  intention  of  preparing  him  for  the  minis- 
try, but  on  a  visit  to  the  United  States  the 
young  man  became  interested  in  a  business 
life,  and  was  allowed  to  engage  as  a  clerk  in 
the  importing  house  of  Wilson  G.  Hunt  & 
Co.,  of  New  York.  Here  he  learned  the 
first  principles  of  business,  and  when  the  war 
broke  out  in  1861  young  Clews  saw  in  the 
needs  of  the    government  an   opportunity  to 
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reap  a  golden  harvest.  He  identified  him- 
self with  the  negotiating  of  loans  for  the 
government,  and  used  his  powers  of  pur- 
suasion  upon  the  great  money  powers  to 
convince  them  of  the  stability  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  value  of  its  securities.  By 
enthusiasm  and  patriotic  arguments  he  in- 
duced capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in 
government  securities,  often  against  their 
judgment,  and  his  success  was  remarkable. 
His  was  one  of  the  leading  firms  that  aided 
the  struggling  treasury  department  in  that 
critical  hour,  and  his  reward  was  great.  In 
addition  to  the  vast  wealth  it  brought. 
President  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Chase 
both  wrote  important  letters,  acknowledging 
his  valued  service.  In  1873,  by  the  repu- 
diation of  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Clews  lost  six  million 
dollars  which  he  had  invested  in  those  se- 
curities. It  is  said  that  he  is  the  only  man, 
with  one  exception,  in  Wall  street,  who 
ever  regained  great  wealth  after  utter  dis- 
aster. His  "  Twenty-Eight  Years  in  Wall 
Street  "  has  been  widely  read. 


ALFRED  VAIL  was  one  of  the  men  that 
gave  to  the  world  the  electric  telegraph 
and  the  names  of  Henry,  Morse  and  Vail 
will  forever  remain  linked  as  the  prime  fac- 
tors in  that  great  achievement.  Mr.  Vail 
was  born  September  25,  1807,  at  Morris- 
town,  New  Jersey,  and  was  a  son  of  Stephen 
Vail,  the  proprietor  of  the  Speedwell  Iron 
Works,  near  Morristown.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen,  after  he  had  completed  his  stud- 
ies at  the  Morristown  Academy,  Alfred  Vail 
went  into  the  Speedwell  Iron  Works  and 
contented  himself  with  the  duties  of  his 
position  until  he  reached  his  majority.  He 
then  determined  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
ministry,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
entered  the  University  of   the   City  of   New 


York,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1836.  His 
health  becoming  impaired  he  labored  for  a 
time  under  much  uncertainty  as  to  his  future 
course.  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse  had  come 
to  the  university  in  1835  ^s  professor  of  lit- 
erature and  fine  arts,  and  about  this  time, 

1837,  Professor  Gale,  occupying  the  chair 
of  chemistry,  invited  Morse  to  exhibit  his 
apparatus  for  the  benefit  of  the  students. 
On  Saturday,  September  2,  1837,  the  exhi- 
bition took  place  and  Vail  was  asked  to  at- 
tend, and  with  his  inherited  taste  for  me- 
chanics and  knowledge  of  their  construction, 
he  saw  a  great  future  for  the  crude  mechan- 
ism used  by  Morse  in  giving  and  recording 
signals.  Mr.  Vail  interested  his  father  in 
the  invention,  and  Morse  was  invited  to 
Speedwell  and  the  elder  Vail  promised  to 
help  him.  It  was  stipulated  that  Alfred 
Vail  should  construct  the  required  apparatus 
and  exhibit  before  a  committee  of  congress 
the  telegraph  instrument,  and  was  to  receive 
a  quarter  interest  in  the  invention.  Morse 
had  devised  a  series  of  ten  numbered  leaden 
types,  which  were  to  be  operated  in  giving 
the  signal.  This  was  not  satisfactory  to 
Vail,  so  he  devised  an  entirely  new  instru- 
ment, involving  a  lever,  or  "point,"  on  a 
radically  different  principle,  which,  when 
tested,  produced  dots  and  dashes,  and  de- 
vised the  famous  dot-and-dash  alphabet, 
misnamed  the  "Morse."  At  last  the  ma- 
chine was  in  working  order,  on  January  6, 

1838.  The  machine  was  taken  to  Wash- 
ington, where  it  caused  not  only  wonder, 
but  excitement.  Vail  continued  his  experi- 
ments and  devised  the  lever  and  roller. 
When  the  line  between  Baltimore  and 
Washington  was  completed.  Vail  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  Baltimore  end  and  received 
the  famous  first  message.  It  is  a  remarka- 
ble fact  that  not  a  single  feature  of  the 
original  invention  of   Morse,  as  formulated 
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by  his  caveat  and  repeated  in  his  original 
patent,  is  to  be  found  in  Vail's  apparatus. 
From  1837  to  1844  it  was  a  combination  of 
the  inventions  of  Morse,  Henry  and  Vail, 
but  the  work  of  Morse  fell  gradually  into 
desuetude,  while  Vail's  conception  of  an 
alphabet  has  remained  unchanged  for  half  a 
century.  Mr.  Vail  published  but  one  work, 
"American  Electro-Magnetic  Telegraph," 
in  1845,  and  died  at  Morristown  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  fifty-one,  on  January 
19.  1859.  

ULYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the  eighteenth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  April  27,  1822,  at  Point  Pleasant,  Cler- 
mont county,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  entered  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  June,  1843,  ^nd  was  given  his 
brevet  as  second  lieutenant  and  assigned  to 
the  Fourth  Infantry.  He  remained  in  the 
service  eleven  years,  in  which  time  he 
was  engaged  in  the  Mexican  war  with  gal- 
lantry, and  was  thrice  brevetted  for  conduct 
in  the  field.  In  1848  he  married  Miss  Julia 
Dent,  and  in  1854,  having  reached  the 
grade  of  captain,  he  resigned  and  engaged 
in  farming  near  St.  Louis.  In  i860  he  en- 
tered the  leather  business  with  his  father  at 
Galena,  Illinois. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  1861, 
he  commenced  to  drill  a  company  at -Ga- 
lena, and  at  the  same  time  offered  his  serv- 
ices to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army, 
but  he  had  few  influential  friends,  so  re- 
ceived no  answer.  He  was  employed  by 
the  governor  of  Illinois  in  the  organization 
of  the  various  volunteer  regiments,  and  at 
the  end  of  a  few  weeks  was  given  the 
colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  from 
that  state.  His  military  training  and  knowl- 
edge soon  attracted  the  attention  of  his  su- 


perior officers,  and  on  reporting  to  General 
Pope  in  Missouri,  the  latter  put  him  in 
the  way  of  advancement.  August  7,  1861, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers,  and  for  a  few  weeks 
was  occupied  in  watching  the  movements  of 
partisan  forces  in  Missouri.  September  i, 
the  same  year,  he  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  Southeast  Missouri, 
with  headquarters  at  Cairo,  and  on  the  6th 
of  the  month,  without  orders,  seized  Padu- 
cah,  which  commanded  the  channel  of  the 
Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers,  by  which  he  se- 
cured Kentucky  for  the  Union.  He  now 
received  orders  to  make  a  demonstration  on 
Belmont,  which  he  did,  and  with  about  three 
thousand  raw  recruits  held  his  own  against 
the  Confederates  some  seven  thousand 
strong,  bringing  back  about  two  hundred 
prisoners  and  two  guns.  In  February,)  1 862, 
he  moved  up  the  Tennessee  river  with 
the  naval  fleet  under  Commodore  Foote. 
The  latter  soon  silenced  Fort  Henry,  and 
Grant  advanced  against  Fort  Donelson  and 
took  their  fortress  and  its  garrison.  His 
prize  here  consisted  of  sixty-five  cannon, 
seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  stand  of 
arms,  and  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-three  prisoners.  This  was  the 
first  important  success  won  by  the  Union 
forces.  Grant  was  immediately  made  a 
major-general  and  placed  in  command  of 
the  district  of  West  Tennessee.  In  April, 
1 862,  he  fought  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, and  after  the  evacuation  of  Corinth  by 
the  enemy  Grant  became  commander  of  the 
Department  of  the  Tennessee.  He  now 
made  his  first  demonstration  toward  Vicks- 
burg,  but  owing  to  the  incapacity  of  subor- 
dinate officers,  was  unsuccessful.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  he  took  command  of  all  the 
troops  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  devoted 
several  months  to   the  siege   of  Vicksburg, 
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which  was  finally  taken  possession  of  by  him 
July  4,  with  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred 
prisoners  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
cannon,  thus  throwing  the  Mississippi  river 
open  to  the  Federals.  He  was  now  raised 
to  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  regular 
army.  October  following,  at  the  head  of 
the  Department  of  the  Mississippi,  General 
Grant  went  to  Chattanooga,  where  he  over- 
threw the  enemy,  and  united  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  The  remarkable  suc- 
cesses achieved  by  him  pointed  Grant  out 
for  an  appropriate  commander  of  all  na- 
tional troops,  and  in  February,  1864,  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general  was  made  for  him 
by  act  of  congress.  Sending  Sherman  into 
Georgia,  Sigel  into  the  Valley  of  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Butler  to  attempt  the  capture  of 
Richmond  he  fought  his  vvay  through  the 
Wilderness  to  the  James  and  pressed  the 
siege  of  the  capital  of  the  Confederacy. 
After  the  fall  of  the  latter  Grant  pressed 
the  Confederate  army  so  hard  that  their 
commander  surrendered  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  April  9,  1865.  This  virtually 
ended  the  war. 

After  the  war  the  rank  of  general  was 
conferred  upon  U.  S,  Grant,  and  in  1868  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  re-elected  his  own  successor  in  1872. 
After  the  expiration  of  the  latter  term  he 
made  his  famous  tour  of  the  world.  He  died 
at  Mt.  McGregor,  near  Saratoga,  New  York, 
July  23,  1885,  and  was  buried  at  Riverside 
Park,  New  York,  where  a  magnificent  tomb 
has  been  erected  to  hold  the  ashes  of  the 
nation's  hero. 


JOHN  MARSHALL,  the  fourth  chief  jus- 
<J  tice  of  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
was  born  in  Germantown,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 24,  1755.  His  father,  Colonel  Thomas 
Marshall,  served  with  distinction  in  the  Rev- 


olutionary war,  while  he  also  served  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war  until  1779,  where 
he  became  noted  in  the  field  and  courts 
martial.  While  on  detached  service  he  at- 
tended a  course  of  law  lectures  at  William 
and  Mary  College,  delivered  by  Mr.  Wythe, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  next  year 
he  resigned  his  commission  and  began  his 
career  as  a  lawyer.  He  was  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  convention  called  in  Virginia 
to  ratify  the  Federal  constitution.  He  was 
tendered  the  attorney-generalship  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  a  place  on  the  su- 
preme bench,  besides  other  places  of  less 
honor,  all  of  which  he  declined.  He 
went  to  France  as  special  envoy  in  1798, 
and  the  next  year  was  elected  to  congress. 
He  served  one  year  and  was  appointed,  first, 
secretary  of  war,  and  then  secretary  of  state, 
and  in  1801  was  made  chief  justice  of  the 
United  States.  He  held  this  high  office  un- 
til his  death,  in  1835. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall's  early  education 
was  neglected,  and  his  opinions,  the  most 
valuable  in  existence,  are  noted  for  depth 
of  wisdom,  clear  and  comprehensive  reason- 
ing, justice,  and  permanency,  rather  than  for 
wide  learning  and  scholarly  construction. 
His  decisions  and  rulings  are  resorted  to 
constantly  by  our  greatest  lawyers,  and  his 
renown  as  a  just  judge  and  profound  jurist 
was  world  wide. 


LAWRENCE  BARRETT  is  perhaps 
known  more  widely  as  a  producer  of 
new  plays  than  as  a  great  actor.  He  was 
born  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  in  1838,  and 
educated  himself  as  best  he  could,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  became  salesman 
for  a  Detroit  dry  goods  house.  He  after- 
wards began  to  go  upon  the  stage  as  a 
supernumerary,  and  his  ambition  was  soon 
rewarded  by  the  notice  of  the  management. 
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During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  a 
soldier,  and  after  valiant  service  for  his 
country  he  returned  to  the  stage.  He  went 
to  Europe  and  appeared  in  Liverpool,  and 
returning  in  1869,  he  began  playing  at 
Booth's  theater,  with  Mr.  Booth.  He  was 
afterward  associated  with  John  McCullough 
in  the  management  of  the  California 
theater.  Probably  the  most  noted  period 
of  his  work  was  during  his  connection  with 
Edwin  Booth  as  manager  of  that  great 
actor,  and  supporting  him  upon  the  stage. 
Mr.  Barrett  was  possessed  of  the  crea- 
tive instinct,  and,  unlike  Mr.  Booth,  he 
sought  new  fields  for  the  display  of  his 
genius,  and  only  resorted  to  traditional 
drama  in  response  to  popular  demand.  He 
preferred  new  plays,  and  believed  in  the 
encouragement  of  modern  dramatic  writers, 
and  was  the  only  actor  of  prominence  in  his 
time  that  ventured  to  put  upon  the  stage 
new  American  plays,  which  he  did  at  his 
own  expense,  and  the  success  of  his  experi- 
ments proved  the  quality  of  his  judgment. 
He  died  March  21,   1891. 


ARCHBISHOP  JOHN  HUGHES,  a  cel- 
ebrated Catholic  clergyman,  was  born 
at  Annaboghan,  Tyrone  county,  Ireland, 
June  24,  1797,  and  emigrated  to  America 
when  twenty  years  of  age,  engaging  for 
some  time  as  a  gardener  and  nurseryman. 
In  1 8 19  he  entered  St.  Mary's  College, 
where  he  secured  an  education,  paying  his 
way  by  caring  for  the  college  garden.  In 
1825  he  was  ordained  a  deacon  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  church,  and  in  the  same  year, 
a  priest.  Until  1838  he  had  pastoral  charges 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  founded  St.  John's 
Asylum  in  1829,  and  a  few  years  later  es- 
tablished the  "Catholic  Herald."  In  1838 
he  was  made  bishop  of  Basileopolis  in  parti- 
bus    and    coadjutor    to    Bishop   Dubois,   of 


New  York,  and  in  1842  became  bishop  of 
New  York.  In  1839  he  founded  St.  John's 
College,  at  Fordham.  In  1850  he  was 
made  archbishop  of  New  York.  In  1861-2 
he  was  a  special  agent  of  the  United  States 
in  Europe,  after  which  he  returned  to  this 
country  and  remained  until  his  death,  Jan- 
uary 3,  1864.  Archbishop  Hughes  early 
attracted  much  attention  by  his  controver- 
sial correspondence  with  Rev.  John  Breck- 
inridge in  1833-35.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
ability,  a  fluent  and  forceful  writer  and  an 
able  preacher. 

RUTHERFORD  BIRCHARD  HAYES 
was  the  nineteenth  president  of  the 
United  States  and  served  from  1 877  to  1 88 1 . 
He  was  born  October  4,  1822,  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  his  ancestry  can  be  traced  back 
as  far  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and  Rutherford 
were  two  Scottish  chieftans  fighting  side  by 
side  with  Baliol,  William  Wallace  and 
Robert  Bruce.  The  Hayes  family  had  for 
a  coat  of  arms,  a  shield,  barred  and  sur- 
mounted by  a  flying  eagle.  There  was  a 
circle  of  stars  about  the  eagle,  while  on  a 
scroll  underneath  was  their  motto,  '  'Recte. " 
Misfortune  overtook  the  family  and  in  1680 
George  Hayes,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ameri- 
can family,  came  to  Connecticut  and  settled 
at  Windsor.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  was 
a  very  delicate  child  at  his  birth  and  was 
not  expected  to  live,  but  he  lived  in  spite  of 
all  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
seven  years  old,  when  he  was  placed  in 
school.  He  was  a  very  tractablepupil,  being 
always  very  studious,  and  in  1838  entered 
Kenyon  College,  graduating  from  the  same 
in  1842.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow  at  Colum- 
bus, but  in  a  short  time  he  decided  to  enter 
a  law  school  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts, 
where  for  two  years  he  was  immersed  in  the 
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study  of  law.  Mr.  Hayes  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1845  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  very 
soon  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of 
Fremont,  Ohio.  He  remained  there  three 
years,  and  in  1849  removed  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  his  ambition  found  a  new 
stimulus.  Two  events  occurred  at  this 
period  that  had  a  powerful  influence  on  his 
after  life.  One  was  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  and  the  other  was  his 
introduction  to  a  Cincinnati  literary  club, 
a  body  embracing  such  men  as  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  John  Pope,  and  Edward  F.  Noyes. 
In  1856  he  was  nominated  for  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  but  declined,  and 
two  years  later  he  was  appointed  city 
solicitor.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
Mr.  Hayes  was  appointed  major  of  the 
Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  June  7,  1861, 
and  in  July  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Virginia,  and  October  15,  1861,  saw  him 
promoted  to  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  his 
regiment.  He  was  made  colonel  of  the 
Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  but  refused  to 
leave  his  old  comrades;  and  in  the  battle  of 
South  Mountain  he  was  wounded  very 
severely  and  was  unable  to  rejoin  his  regi- 
ment until  Nx)vember  30,  1862.  He  had 
been  promoted  to  the  colonelcy  of  the 
regiment  on  October  15,  1862.  In  the 
following  December  he  was  appointed  to 
command  the  Kanawa  division  and  was 
given  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  for 
meritorious  services  in  several  battles,  and 
in  1864  he  was  brevetted  major-general  for 
distinguished  services  in  1864,  during 
which  campaign  he  was  wounded  several 
times  and  five  horses  had  been  shot  under 
him.  Mr.  Hayes'  first  venture  in  politics 
was  as  a  Whig,  and  later  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  unite  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
1864  he  was  elected  from  the  Second  Ohio 


district  to  congress,  re-elected  in  1866, 
and  in  1867  was  elected  governor  of  Ohio 
over  Allen  G.  Thurman,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1869.  Mr.  Hayes  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  in  1876,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  at  its  close  retired  to  private  life, 
and  went  to  his  home  in  Fremont,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  on  January  17,  1893. 


WILLIAM  JENNINGS  BRYAN  became 
a  celebrated  character^as  the  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  and  Populist  parties  for 
president  of  the  United  States  in  1896.  He 
was  born  March  19,  i860,  at  Salem,  Illi- 
nois. He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
later  on  he  attended  the  Whipple  Academy 
at  Jacksonville.  He  also  took  a  course  in 
Illinois  College,  and  after  his  graduation 
from  the  same  went  to  Chicago  to  study 
law,  and  entered  the  Union  College  of  Law 
a=  a  student.  He  was  associated  with  the 
late  Lyman  Trumbull,  of  Chicago,  during 
his  law  studies,  and  devoted  considerable 
time  to  the  questions  of  government.  He 
graduated  from  the  college,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  went  to  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Baird.  In  1887  Mr.  Bryan  removed 
to  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Adolphus  R.  Talbot.  He 
entered  the  field  of  politics,  and  in  1888 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
vention, which  was  to  choose  delegates  to 
the  national  convention,  during  which  he 
made  a  speech  which  immediately  won  him 
a  high  rank  in  political  affairs.  He  declined, 
in  the  next  state  convention,  a  nomination 
for  lieutenant-governor,  and  in  1890  he  was 
elected  congressman  from  the  First  district 
of  Nebraska,  and  was  the  youngest  member 
of  the  fifty-second  congress.  He  cham- 
pioned the  Wilson  tariff  bill,    and  served 
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three  terms  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
He  next  ran  for  senator,  but  was  defeated 
by  John  M.  Thurston,  and  in  1896  he  was 
selected  by  the  Democratic  and  Popuhst 
parties  as  their  nominee  for  the  presidency, 
being  defeated  by  William  McKinley. 


M 


ARVIN  HUGHITT,  one  of  America's 
famous  railroad  men,  was  born  in 
Genoa,  New  York,  and  entered  the  railway 
service  in  1S56  as  superintendent  of  tele- 
graph and  trainmaster  of  the  St.  Louis,  Al- 
ton &  Chicago,  now  Chicago  &  Alton  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Hughitt  was  superintendent  of 
the  southern  division  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  from  1862  until  1864,  and  was, later 
on,  the  general  superintendent  of  the  road 
until  1870.  He  was  then  connected  with 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road as  assistant  general  manager,  and  re- 
tained this  position  until  1871,  when  he  be- 
came the  general  manager  of  Pullman's- 
Palace  Car  Company.  In  1872  he  was  made 
general  superintendent  of  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad.  He  served  during 
1876  and  up  to  1880  as  general  manager, 
and  from  1880  until  1887  as  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager.  He  was  elected 
president  of  the  road  in  1887,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  ability  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  road.  He  was  also  chosen 
president  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis &  Omaha  Railway;  the  Fremont,  Elk- 
horn  &  Missouri  Valley  Railroad,  and  the 
Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  &  Western  Railroad, 
and  his  services  in  these  capacities  stamped 
him  as  one  of  the  most  able  railroad  mana- 
gers of  his  day. 


JOSEPH  MEDILL,  one  of  the  most 
<J  eminent  of  American  journalists,  was 
born  in  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  April  6, 
1823.     In  1831  his  father   moved   to  Stark 


county,  Ohio,  and  until  1841  Joseph  Medill 
worked  on  his  father's  farm.  Later  he 
studied  law,  and  began  the  practice  of  that 
profession  in  1846  at  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio.  But  the  newspaper  field  was  more 
attractive  to  Mr.  Medill,  and  three  years 
later  he  founded  a  free-soil  Whig  paper  at 
Coshocton,  Ohio,  and  after  that  time  jour- 
nalism received  all  his  abilities.  "The 
Leader,"  another  free-soil  Whig  paper,  was 
founded  by  Mr.  Medill  at  Cleveland  in  1852. 
In  that  city  he  also  became  one  of  the  first 
organizers  of  the  Republican  party.  Shortly 
after  that  event  he  removed  to  Chicago  and 
in  1855,  with  two  partners,  he  purchased 
the  "  Chicago  Tribune."  In  the  contest  for 
the  nomination  for  the  presidency  in  i860, 
Mr.  Medill  worked  with  unflagging  zeal  for 
Mr.  Lincoln,  his  warm  personal  friend,  and 
was  one  of  the  president's  stanchest  sup- 
porters during  the  war.  Mr.  Medill  was  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  Constitutional  con- 
vention in  1870.  President  Grant,  in  1871, 
appointed  the  editor  a  member  of  the  first 
United  States  civil  service  commission,  and 
the  following  year,  after  the  fire,  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Chicago  by  a  great  ma- 
jority. During  1873  and  1874  Mr.  Medill 
spent  a  year  in  Europe.  Upon  his  return 
he  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
"  Chicago  Tribune." 


CLAUSSPRECKELS,  the  great  "  sugar 
baron,"  and  one  of  the  most  famous 
representatives  of  commercial  life  in  Amer- 
ica, was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1840, 
locating  in  New  York.  He  very  soon  be- 
came the  proprietor  of  a  small  retail  gro- 
cery store  on  Church  street,  and  embarked 
on  a  career  that  has  since  astonished  the 
world.  He  sold  out  his  business  and  went 
to  California  with  the  argonauts  of   1849, 
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not  as  a  prospector,  but  as  a  trader,  and  for 
years  after  his  arrival  on  the  coast  he  was 
still  engaged  as  a  grocer.  At  length,  after  a 
quarter  of  a  century  of  fairly  prosperous 
business  life,  he  found  himself  in  a  position 
where  an  ordinary  man  would  have  retired, 
but  Mr.  Spreckles  did  not  retire;  he  had 
merely  been  gathering  capital  for  the  real 
work  of  his  life.  His  brothers  had  followed 
him  to  California,  and  in  combination  with 
them  he  purchased  for  forty  thousand  dollars 
an  interest  in  the  Albany  Brewery  in  San 
Francisco.  But  the  field  was  not  extensive 
enough  for  the  development  of  his  business 
abilities,  so  Mr.  Sprecklas  branched  out 
extensively  in  the  sugar  business.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  the  entire  output  of 
sugar  that  was  produced  on  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  after  1885  was  known  as 
the  "Sugar  King  of  Sandv/ich  Islands." 
He  controlled  absolutely  the  sugar  trade  of 
the  Pacific  coast  which  was  known  to  be 
not  less  than  ten  million  dollars  a  year. 


CHARLES  HENRY  PARKHURST, 
famous  as  a  clergyman,  and  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Crime,  was  born  April  17, 
1842,  at  Framingham,  Massachusetts,  of 
English  descent.  At  the  age '  of  sixteen 
he  was  pupil  in  the  grammar  school  at 
Clinton,  Massachusetts,  and  for  the  ensu- 
ing two  years  was  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods 
store,  which  position  he  gave  up  to  prepare 
himself  for  college  at  Lancaster  academy. 
Mr.  Parkhurst  went  to  Amherst  in  1862, 
and  after  taking  a  thorough  course  he  gradu- 
ated in  1866,  and  in  1867  became  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  Amherst  High  School.  He  re- 
tained this  position  until  1870,  when  he 
visited  Germany  with  the  intention  of  tak- 
ing a  course  in  philosophy  and  theology, 
but  was  forced  to  abandon  this  intention  on 


account  of  illness  in  the  family  causing  his 
early  return  from  Europe.  He  accepted  the 
chair  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  Williston  Semi- 
nary, Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  and  re- 
mained there  two  years.  He  then  accom- 
panied his  wife  to  Europe,  and  devoted  two 
years  to  study  in  Halle,  Leipsic  and  Bonn. 
Upon  his  return  home  he  spent  considerable 
time  in  the  study  of  Sanscrit,  and  in  1874 
he  became  the  pastor  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church  at  Lenox,  Massachusetts.  He 
gained  here  his  reputation  as  a  pulpit  ora- 
tor, and  on  March  9,  1880,  he  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Madison  Square  Presbyterian 
church  of  New  York.  He  was,  in  1890, 
made  a  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime,  and  the  same  year  be- 
came its  president.  He  delivered  a  sermon 
in' 1892  on  municipal  corruption,  for  which 
he  was  brought  before  the  grand  jury,  which 
body  declared  his  charges  to  be  without  sufB- 
cient  foundation.  But  the  matter  did  not  end 
here,  for  he  immediately  went  to  work  on  a 
second  sermon  in  which  he  substantiated  his 
former  sermon  and  wound  up  by  saying, 
"I  know,  for  I  have  seen."  He  was  again 
summoned  before  that  august  body,  and  as 
a  result  of  his  testimony  and  of  the  investi- 
gation of  the  jurors  themselves,  the  police 
authorities  were  charged  with  incompetency 
and  corruption.  Dr.  Parkhurst  was  the 
author  of  the  following  works:  ' '  The  Forms 
of  the  Latin  Verb,  Illustrated  by  Sanscrit," 
"The  Blind  Man's  Creed  and  Other  Ser- 
mons," "The  Pattern  on  the  Mount,"  and 
"  Three  Gates  on  a  Side." 


HENRY  BERGH,  although  a  writer, 
diplomatist  and  government  official, 
was  noted  as  a  philanthropist — the  founder 
of  the  American  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Animals.  On  his  labors  for 
the    dumb    creation    alone    rests  his  fame. 
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Alone,  in  the  face  of  indifference,  opposition 
and  ridicule,  he  began  the  reform  which  is 
now  recognised  as  one  of  the  beneficent 
movements  of  the  age.  Through  his  exer- 
tions as  a  speaker  and  lecturer,  but  above 
all  as  a  bold  worker,  in  the  street,  in  the 
court  room,  before  the  legislature,  the  cause 
he  adopted  gained  friends  and  rapidly  in- 
creased in  power  until  it  has  reached  im- 
mense proportions  and  influence.  The  work 
of  the  society  covers  all  cases  of  cruelty  to 
all  sorts  of  animals,  employs  every  moral 
agency,  social,  legislative  and  personal,  and 
touches  points  of  vital  concern  to  health  as 
well  as  humanity, 

Henry  Bergh  was  born  in  New  York 
City  in  1823,  and  was  educated  at  Colum- 
bia College.  In  1863  he  was  made  secre- 
tary of  the  legation  to  Russia  and  also 
served  as  vice-consul  there.  He  also  de- 
voted some  time  to  literary  pursuits  and  was 
the  author  of  "Love's  Alternative,"  a 
drama;  "Married  Off,"  a  poem;  "'The 
Portentous  Telegram,"  "The  Ocean  Para- 
gon;" "The  Streets  of  New  York,"  tales 
and  sketches. 


HENRY  BENJAMIN  WHIPPLE,  one 
of  the  most  eminent  of  American  di- 
vines, was  born  in  Adams,  Jefferson  county. 
New  York,  February  15,  1822,  He  was 
brought  up  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
early  in  life  took  an  active  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  In  1847  he  became  a  candidate 
for  holy  orders  and  pursued  theological 
studies  with  Rev.  W.  D.  Wilson,  D.  D., 
afterward  professor  in  Cornell  University. 
He  was  ordained  deacon  in  1849,  in  Trinity 
church,  Geneva,  New  York,  by  Rt.  Rev. 
W.  H.  De  Lancey,  D.  D.,  and  took  charge 
of  Zion  church,  Rome,  New  York,  Decem- 
ber I.  1849.  In  1850,  our  subject  was  or- 
dained priest    by   Bishop  De    Lancey,     In 


1857  he  became  rector  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Communion,  Chicago.  On  the  30th 
of  June,  1859,  he  was  chosen  bishop  of 
Minnesota,  and  took  charge  of  the  interests 
of  the  Episcopal  church  in  that  state,  being 
located  at  Faribault.  In  i860  Bishop 
Whipple,  with  Revs.  I.  L.  Breck,  S.  W. 
Mauncey  and  E.  S.  Peake,  organized  the 
Bishop  Seabury  Miission,  out  of  which  has 
grown  the  Cathedral  of  Our  Merciful  Savior, 
the  Seabury  Divinity  School,  Shattuck 
School  and  St.  Marv's  Hall,  which  have 
made  Faribault  City  one  of  the  greatest 
educational  centers  of  the  northwest.  Bishop 
Whipple  also  became  noted  as  the  friend 
and  defender  of  the  North  American  In- 
dians and  planted  a  number  of  successful 
missions  among  them. 


EZRA  CORNELL  was  one  of  the  greatest 
philanthropists  and  friends  of  education 
the  country  has  known.  He  was  born  at 
Westchester  Landing,  New  York,  January 
1 1,  1807.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive state  and  became  a  prominent  figure  in 
business  circles  as  a  successful  and  self-made 
man.  Soon  after  the  invention  of  the  elec- 
tric telegraph,  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
that  enterprise,  and  accumulated  an  im- 
mense fortune.  In  1865,  by  a  gift  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  he  made  possible 
the  founding  of  Cornell  University,  which 
was  named  in  his  honor.  He  afterward 
made  additional  bequests  amountingto  many 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Ithaca,  New  York,  December  9, 
1874- 

IGNATIUS  DONNELLY,  widely  knowu 
i  as  an  author  and  politician,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  November  3, 
1 83 1.  He  was  educated  at  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  and  graduated  from  the 
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Central  High  School  in  1849.  He  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Judge  B.  H.  Brewster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852.  In 
the  spring  of  1856,  Mr.  Donnelly  emigrated 
to  Minnesota,  then  a  new  territory,  and,  at 
Hastings,  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
partnership  with  A.  M.  Hayes.  In  1857, 
and  again  in  1858,  he  was  defeated  for  state 
senator,  but  in  1859  he  was  elected  by  the 
Republicans  as  lieutenant-governor,  and  re- 
elected in  1 86 1.  In  1862  he  was  elected  to 
repiresent  the  Second  district  of  Minnesota 
in  congress.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
office  in  1864  and  in  1866.  He  was  an 
abolitionist  and  warmly  supported  President 
Lincoln's  administration,  but  was  strongly 
in  favor  of  leniency  toward  the  people  of 
the  south,  after  the  war.  In  many  ways  he 
was  identified  with  some  of  the  best  meas- 
ures brought  before  the  house  during  his 
presence  there.  In  the  spring  of  1868,  at 
the  request  of  the  Republican  national  com- 
mittee, he  canvassed  New  Hampshire  and 
Connecticut  in  the  interests  of  that  party. 
E.  B.  Washburne  about  this  time  made  an 
attack  on  Donnelly  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
Minnesota,  which  was  replied  to  on  the  floor 
of  the  house  by  a  fierce  phillipic  that  will 
long  be  remembered.  Through  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Washburne  interests  Mr.  Don- 
nelly failed  of  a  re-election  in  1870.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  from 
Dakota  county,  and  continuously  re-elected 
until  1878.  In  1886  he  was  elected  mem- 
ber of  the  house  for  two  years.  In  later 
years  he  identified  himself  with  the  Popu- 
list party. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Donnelly  became  known  as 
an  author,  publishing  his  first  literary  work, 
"Atlantis,  the  Antediluvian  World,"  which 
passed  through  over  twenty-two  editions  in 
America,  several  in  England,  and  was  trans- 
lated into  French.     This  was  followed  by 


"  Ragnarok,  the  Age  of  Fire  and  Gravel," 
which  attained  nearly  as  much  celebrity  as 
the  first,  and  these  two,  in  the  opinion  of 
scientific  critics,  are  sufficient  to  stamp  the 
author  as  a  most  capable  and  painstaking 
student  of  the  facts  he  has  collated  in  them. 
The  work  by  which  he  gained  the  greatest 
notoriety,  however,  was  ' '  The  Great  Cryp- 
togram, or  Francis  Bacon's  Cipher  in  the 
Shakespeare  Plays."  "Caesar's  Column," 
"  Dr.  Huguet,"  and  other  works  were  pub- 
lished subsequently. 


STEVEN  V.  WHITE,  a  speculator  of 
Wall  Street  of  national  reputation,  was 
born  in  Chatham  county.  North  Carolina, 
August  I,  1 83 1,  and  soon  afterward  re- 
moved to  Illinois.  His  home  was  a  log 
cabin,  and  until  his  eighteenth  year  he 
worked  on  the  farm.  Then  after  several 
years  of  struggle  with  poverty  he  graduated 
from  Knox  College,  and  went  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  entered  a  wholesale  boot  and  shoe 
house  as  bookkeeper.  He  then  studied  law 
and  worked  as  a  reporter  for  the  ' '  Missouri 
Democrat."  After  his  admission  to  the  bar 
he  went  to  New  York,  in  1865,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  banking  house  of  Marvin 
&  White.  Mr.  White  enjoyed  the  reputa- 
tion of  having  engineered  the  only  corner 
in  Wall  Street  since  Commodore  Vander- 
bilt's  time.  This  was  the  famous  Lacka- 
wanna deal  in  1883,  in  which  he  made  a 
profit  of  two  million  dollars.  He  was  some- 
times called  "  Deacon"  White,  and,  though 
a  member  for  many  years  of  the  Plymouth 
church,  he  never  held  that  office.  Mr. 
White  was  one  of  the  most  noted  characters 
of  the  street,  and  has  been  called  an  orator, 
poet,  philanthropist,  linguist,  abolitionist, 
astronomer,  schoolmaster,  plowboy,  and 
trapper.  He  was  a  lawyer,  ex-congress- 
man, expert  accountant,  art  critic  andtheo- 
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logian.  He  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
"Home  for  Colored  People,"  in  Chatham 
county,  North  Carolina,  where  the  greater 
part  of  his  father's  life  was  spent,  and  in 
whose  memory  the  work  was  undertaken. 


JAMES  A.  GARFIELD,  the  twentieth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
November  19,  1831,  in  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  the  son  of  Abram  and  Eliza 
(Baliou)  Garfield.  In  1833  the  father,  an 
industrious  pioneer  farmer,  died,  and  the 
care  of  the  family  devolved  upon  Thomas, 
to  whom  James  became  deeply  indebted  for 
educational  and  other  advantages.  As  James 
grew  up  he  was  industrious  and  worked  on 
the  farm,  at  carpentering,  at  chopping  wood, 
or  anything  else  he  found  to  do,  and  in  the 
meantime  made  the  most  of  his  books. 

Until  he  was  about  sixteen,  James'  high- 
est ambition  was  to  become  a  sea  captain. 
On  attaining  that  age  he  walked  to 
Cleveland,  and,  not  being  able  to  find  work, 
he  engaged  as  a  driver  on  the  Ohio  &  Penn- 
sylvania canal,  but  quit  this  after  a  short 
time.  He  attended  the  seminary  at  Ches- 
ter for  about  three  years,  after  which  he 
entered  Hiram  Institute,  a  school  started  by 
the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850.  In  order 
to  pay  his  way  he  assumed  the  duties  of 
janitor  and  at  times  taught  school.  After 
completing  his  course  at  the  last  named  edu- 
cational institution  he  entered  Williams  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  in  1856.  He 
afterward  returned  to  Hiram  College  as  its 
president.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1859.  November  11,  1858, 
Mr.  Garfield  and  Lucretia  Rudolph  were 
married. 

In  1859  Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  polit- 
ical speeches,  at  Hiram  and  in  tlie  neighbor- 
hood. The  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
state  senate. 


On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  1861, 
he  became  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Ohio  Infantry,  and,  while  but  a  new 
soldier,  was  given  command  of  four  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  eight  companies  of 
cavalry,  with  which  he  drove  the  Confeder- 
ates under  Humphrey  Marshall  out  of  Ken- 
tucky. January  11,  1862,  he  was  commis- 
sioned brigadier-general.  He  participated 
with  General  Buell  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
and  the  operations  around  Corinth,  and  was 
then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the  Fit2  John 
Porter  court-martial.  Reporting  to  General 
Rosecrans,  he  was  assigned  to  the  position 
of  chief  of  staff,  and  resigned  his  position, 
with  the  rank  of  major-general,  when  his 
immediate  superior  was  superseded.  In 
the  fall  of  1862  Mr.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
congress  and  remained  in  that  body,  either 
in  the  house  or  senate,  until  1880. 

June  8,  1880,  at  the  national  Republican 
convention,  held  in  Chicago,  General  Gar- 
field was  nominated  for  the  presidency,  and 
was  elected.  He  was  inaugurated  March 
4,  1 88 1,  but,  July  2,  following,  he  was  shot 
and  fatally  wounded  by  Charles  Guiteau  for 
some  fancied  political  slight,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 19,   1881. 


INCREASE  MATHER  was  one  of  the 
1  most  prominent  preachers,  educators  and 
authors  of  early  times  in  the  New  England 
states.  He  was  born  at  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts, June  21,  1639,  and  was  given  an 
excellent  education,  graduating  at  Harvard 
in  1656,  and  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
two  years  later.  He  was  ordained  a  min- 
ister, and  preached  in  England  and  America, 
and  in  1664  became  pastor  of  the  North 
church,  in  Boston.  In  1685  he  became 
president  of  Harvard  University,  serving 
until  1 70 1.  In  1692  he  received  the  first 
doctorate  in   divinity    conferred   in  English 
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speaking  America.  The  same  year  he  pro- 
cured in  England  a  new  charter  for  Massa- 
chusetts, which  conferred  upon  himself  the 
power  of  naming  the  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor  and  council.  He  opposed  the 
severe  punishment  of  witchcraft,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  all  public  affairs  of  his 
day.  He  was  a  prolific  writer,  and  became 
the  author  of  nearly  one  hundred  publica- 
tions, large  and  small.  His  death  occurred 
August  23,  1723,  at  Boston. 


/^OTTON  MATHER,  a  celebrated  minis- 
^-  ^  ter  in    the   "Puritan  times"  of    New 


England,  was  born  at  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, February  12,  1663,  being  a  son  of 
Rev.  Increase  Mather,  and  a  grandson  of 
John  Cotton.  A  biography  of  his  father 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Cotton  Mather  received  his  early  education 
in  his  native  city,  was  trained  by  Ezekiel 
Cheever,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1678;  became  a  teacher,  and  in  1684 
was  ordained  as  associate  pastor  of  North 
church,  Boston,  with  his  father,  having  by 
persistent  effort  overcome  an  impediment  in 
his  speech.  He  labored  with  great  zeal  as 
a  pastor,  endeavoring  also,  to  establish  the 
ascendancy  of  the  church  and  ministry  in 
civil  affairs,  and  in  the  putting  down  of 
witchcraft  by  legal  sentences,  a  work  in 
which  he  took  an  active  part  and  through 
which  he  is  best  known  in  history.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  17 10,  con- 
ferred by  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and 
F.  R.  S.  in  17 1 3.  His  death  occurred  at 
Boston,  February  13,  1728.  He  was  the 
author  of  many  publications,  among  which 
were  "  Memorable  Providences  Relating  to 
Witchcraft,"  "Wonders  of  the  Invisible 
World,"  "Essays  to  Do  Good,"  "  Mag- 
nalia  Christi  Americana,"  and  "  Illustra- 
tions of  the   Sacred  Scriptures."     Some  of 


these  works  are  quaint  and  curious,  full  of 
learning,  piety  and  prejudice.  A  well- 
known  writer,  in  summing  up  the  life  and 
character  of  Cotton  Mather,  says:  "  Mather, 
with  all  the  faults  of  his  early  years,  was  a 
man  of  great  excellence  of  character.  He 
labored  zealously  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  for  mariners,  slaves,  criminals  and 
Indians.  His  cruelty  and  credulity  were 
the  faults  of  his  age,  while  his  philanthro- 
phy  was  far  more  rare  in  that  age  than  in 
the  present." 

WILLIAM  A.  PEFFER,  who  won  a 
national  reputation  during  the  time 
he  was  in  the  United  States  senate,  was 
born  on  a  farm  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  September  10,  1831.  He 
drew  his  education  from  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  state  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
taught  school  in  winter,  working  on  a  farm 
in  the  summer.  In  June,  1853,  while  yet  a 
young  man,  he  removed  to  Indiana,  and 
opened  up  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph  county. 
In  1859  he  made  his  way  to  Missouri  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Morgan  county,  but  on 
account  of  the  war  and  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  country,  he  moved  to  Illinois  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  F,  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  following  August.  He  v/as  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  in 
March,  1863,  and  served  successively  as 
quartermaster,  adjutant,  post  adjutant, 
judge  advocate  of  a  military  commission, 
and  depot  quartermaster  in  the  engineer 
department  at  Nashville.  He  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  June  26,  1865.  He  had, 
during  his  leisure  hours  while  in  the  army, 
studied  law,  and  in  August,  1865,  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  that  profession  at 
Clarksville,  Tennessee.  He  removed  to 
Kansas  in   1870    and    practiced  there  until 
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1878,  in  the  meantime  establishing  and 
conducting  two  newspapers,  the  "  Fredonia 
Journal  "  and  '*  Coffey ville  Journal." 

Mr.  Peffer  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
in  1874  and  was  a  prominent  and  inliuential 
member  of  several  important  committees. 
He  served  as  a  presidential  elector  in  1880. 
The  year  following  he  became  editor  of  the 
"  Kansas  Farmer,"  which  he  made  a  promi- 
nent and  useful  paper.  In  1890  Mr.  Peffer 
was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate  as 
a  member  of  the  People's  party  and  took 
his  seat  March  4,  1891.  After  six  years  of 
service  Senator  Peffer  was  succeeded  in 
March,  1897,  by  William  A.  Harris. 


ROBERT  MOI>iRIS.— The  name  of  this 
financier,  statesman  and  patriot  is 
closely  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  a  native  of 
England,  born  January  20,  1734,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  father  when  thirteen 
years  old.  Until  1754  he  served  in  the 
counting  house  of  Charles  Willing,  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  that  gentleman's 
son,  which  continued  with  great  success  until 
1793.  In  1776  Mr.  Morris  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Continental  congress,  and,  although 
once  voting  against  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, signed  that  paper  on  its  adop- 
tion, and  was  several  times  thereafter  re- 
elected to  congress.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  the  services  of  Robert  Morris 
in  aiding  the  government  during  its  finan- 
cial difficulties  were  of  incalculable  value;  he 
freely  pledged  his  personal  credit  for  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  at  one  time  to  the  amount 
of  about  one  and  a  half  million  dollars,  with- 
out which  the  campaign  of  1781  would  have 
been  almost  impossible.  Mr.  Morris  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  finance  in  1781 
and  served  until  1784,  continuing  to  employ 
his  personal  credit  to  facilitate  the  needs  of 


his  department.  He  also  served  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  and 
from  1786  to  1795  was  United  States  sena- 
tor, declining  meanwhile  the  position  of  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  and  suggesting  the 
name  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  post.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  Mr.  Morris  was  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  China  trade,  and  later  be- 
came involved  in  land  speculations,  which 
ruined  him,  so  that  the  remaining  days  of 
this  noble  man  and  patriot  were  passed 
in  confinement  for  debt.  His  death  occurred 
at  Philadelphia,  May  8,  1806. 


WILLIAM  SHARON,  a  senator  and 
capitalist,  and  mine  owner  of  na- 
tional reputation,  was  born  at  Smithficld, 
Ohio,  January  9,  1821.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  in  his  boyhood  given  excel- 
lent educational  advantages  and  in  1842 
entered  Athens  College.  He  remained  in 
that  institution  about  two  years,  after  which 
he  studied  law  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  St.  Louis  and 
commenced  practice.  His  health  failing, 
however,  he  abandoned  his  profession  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Carrollton, 
Greene  county,  Illinois.  During  the  time 
of  the  gold  excitement  of  1849,  Mr.  Sharon 
went  to  California,  whither  so  many  went, 
and  engaged  in  business  at  Sacramento. 
The  next  year  he  removed  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  operated  in  real  estate.  Being 
largely  interested  in  its  silver  mines,  he  re- 
moved to  Nevada,  locating  at  Virginia  City, 
and  acquired  an  immense  fortune.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Bank  of 
California,  and  during  the  troubles  that 
arose  on  the  death  of  William  Ralston,  the 
president  of  that  institution,  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  bringing  its  affairs  into  a  satis- 
factory shape. 
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Mr.  Sharon  was  elected  to  represent  the 
state  of  Nevada  in  the  United  States  senate 
in  1875,  and  remained  a  member  of  that 
body  until  1881.  He  was  always  distin- 
guished for  close  application  to  business. 
Senator  Sharon  died  November  13,  1885. 


HENRY  W.  SHAW,  an  American  hu- 
morist who  became  celebrated  undei" 
the  non-de-plume  of  "  Josh  Billings,"  gained 
his  fame  from  the  witticism  of  his  writing, 
and  peculiar  eccentricity  of  style  and  spell- 
ing. He  was  born  at  Lanesborough,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  18 18.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  lived  in  different  parts  of  the  western 
states,  following  various  lines  of  business, 
including  farming  and  auctioneering,  and  in 
the  latter  capacity  settled  at  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  in  1858.  In  1863  he  began 
writing  humorous  sketches  for  the  news- 
papers over  the  signature  of  "Josh  Bill- 
ings," and  became  immediately  popular 
both  as  a  writer  and  lecturer.  He  pub- 
lished a  number  of  volumes  of  comic 
sketches  and  edited  an  "  Annual  Allminax  " 
for  a  number  of  years,  which  had  a  wide  cir- 
culation. His  death  occurred  October  14, 
1885,  at  Monterey,  California. 


JOHN  M.  THURSTON,  well  known 
throughout  this  country  as  a  senator 
and  political  leader,  was  born  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Vermont,  August  21,  1847,  of  an 
old  Puritan  family  which  dated  back  their 
ancestry  in  this  country  to  1636,  and  among 
whom  v/ere  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  and 
of  the  war  of  1812-15. 

Young  Thurston  was  brought  west  by 
the  family  in  1854,  they  settling  at  Madison, 
"Wisconsin,  and  two  years  later  at  Beaver 
Dam,  where  John  M.  received  his  schooling 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  Wayland  Uni- 
versity.     His  father  enlisted  as  a  private  in 


the"  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry  and  died  while 
in  the  service,  in  the  spring  of  1863. 

Young  Thurston,  thrown  on  his  own 
resources  while  attaining  an  education,  sup- 
ported himself  by  farm  work,  driving  team 
and  at  other  manual  labor.  He  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  May  21,  1869, 
and  in  October  of  the  same  year  located  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  in  1872,  city 
attorney  in  1874  and  a  member  of  the  Ne- 
braska legislature  in  1874.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  national  convention 
of  1884  and  temporary  chairman  of  that  of 
1888.  Taking  quite  an  interest  in  the 
younger  members  of  his  party  he  was  instru- 
mental in  forming  the  Republican  League 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent for  two  years.  He  was  then  elected  a 
member  of  the  United  States  senate,  in 
1895,  to  represent  the  state  of  Nebraska. 

As  an  attorney  John  M.  Thurston  occu- 
pied a  very  prominent  place,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  held  the  position  of  general 
solicitor  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  sys- 
tem. 

TOHN  JAMES  AUDUBON,  a  celebrated 
U  American  naturalist,  was  born  in  Louis- 
iana, May  4,  1780,  and  was  the  son  of  an 
opulent  French  naval  officer  who  owned  a 
plantation  in  the  then  French  colony.  In 
his  childhood  he  became  deeply  interested 
in  the  study  of  birds  and  their  habits.  About 
1794  he  was  sent  to  Paris,  France,  where 
he  was  partially  educated,  and  studied  de- 
signing under  the  famous  painter,  Jacques 
Louis  David.  He  returned  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  about  1798,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  his  father  gave  him,  on  the  Perkiomen 
creek  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  mar- 
ried Lucy  Bakewell  in  1808,  and,  disposing 
of  his  property,  removed  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
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tiicky,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. About  two  years  later  he  began  to 
make  extensive  excursions  through  the  pri- 
meval forests  of  the  southern  and  south- 
western states,  in  the  exploration  of  which 
he  passed  many  years.  He  made  colored 
drawings  of  all  the  species  of  birds  that  he 
found.  For  several  years  he  made  his  home 
with  his  wife  and  children  at  Henderson,  on 
the  Ohio  river.  It  is  said  that  about  this 
time  he  had  failed  in  business  and  was  re- 
duced to  poverty,  but  kept  the  wolf  from  the 
door  by  giving  dancing  lessons  and  in  portrait 
painting.  In  1824,  at  Philadelphia,  he  met 
Charles  Lucien  Bonaparte,  who  encouraged 
him  to  publish  a  work  on  ornithology.  Two 
years  later  he  went  to  England  and  com- 
menced the  publication  of  his  great  work, 
"The  Birds  of  America."  He  obtained  a 
large  number  of  subscribers  at  one  thousand 
dollars  a  copy.  This  work,  embracing  five 
volumes  of  letterpress  and  five  volumes  of 
beautifully  colored  plates,  was  pronounced 
by  Cuvier  "  the  most  magnificent  monument 
that  art  ever  raised  to  ornithology." 

Audubon  returned  to  America  in  1829, 
and  explored  the  forests,  lakes  and  coast 
from  Canada  to  Florida,  collecting  material 
for  another  work.  This  was  his  "  Ornitho- 
logical Biography;  or.  An  Account  of  the 
Habits  of  the  Birds  of  the  United  States, 
Etc."  He  revisited  England  in  1831.  and 
returned  in  1839,  after  which  he  resioed  on 
the  Hudson,  near  New  York  City,  in  which 
place  he  died  January  27,  185 1.  During 
his  life  he  issued  a  cheaper  edition  of  his 
great  work,  and  was,  in  association  with 
Dr.  Bachman,  preparing  a  work  on  the 
quadrupeds  of  North  America. 


the  superior  British  squadron,  under  Com- 
modore Downie,  September  11,  18  14.  Com- 
modore McDonough  was  born  in  Newcastle 
county,  Delaware,  December  23,  1783,  and 
when  seventeen  years  old  entered  the 
United  Stales  navy  as  midshipman,  serving 
in  the  expedition  to  Tripoli,  under  Decatur, 
in  1803-4.  If^  1S07  he  was  promoted  to 
lieutenant,  and  in  July,  181 3,  was  made  a 
commander.  The  following  year,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  he  gained  the  celebrated  victory 
above  referred  to,  for  which  he  was  again 
promoted;  also  received  a  gold  medal  from 
coiif^ress,  and  from  the  state  of  Vermont  an 
estate  on  Cumberl-and  Head,  in  view  of  the 
scene  of  the  engagement.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  sea,  November  16,  1825,  while  he 
was  returning  from  the  command  of  the 
Mediterranean  squadron. 


COMMODORE    THOMAS    McDON- 
OUGH  gained  his  principal  fame  from 
he  celebrated  victory  which  he  gained  over 


CHARLES  FRANCIS  HALL,  one  of 
America's  most  celebrated  arctic  ex- 
plorers, was  born  in  Rochester,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  1 82 1.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  located  in  Cincinnati,  where  later 
he  became  a  journalist.  For  several  years 
he  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  cal- 
orics. Becoming  interested  in  the  fate  of  the 
explorer,  Sir  John  Franklin,  he  joined  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  Henry  Grinnell  and 
sailed  in  the  ship  "George  Henry,"  under 
Captain  Buddington,  which  left  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  in  i860.  He  returned  in 
1862,  and  two  years  later  published  his 
"  Arctic  Researches."  He  again  joined  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  Mr.  Grinnell,  and 
sailed  in  the  ship,  "  Monticello,"  under 
Captain  Buddington,  this  time  remaining  in 
the  arctic  region  over  four  years.  On  his 
return  he  brought  back  many  evidences  of 
having  found  trace  of  Franklin. 

In  1 87 1  the  "  Polaris  "  was  fitted  out  by 
the  United  States  government,  and  Captain 
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Hall  again  sailed  for  the  polar  regions.  He 
died  in  Greenland  in  October,  1871,  and  the 
"Polaris"  was  finally  abandoned  by  the 
crew,  a  portion  of  which,  under  Captain 
Tyson,  drifted  with  the  icebergs  for  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  days,  until  picked 
up  by  the  "  Tigress,"  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1873.  The  other  portion  of  the  crew  built 
boats,  and,  after  a  perilous  voyage,  were 
picked  up  in  June,  1873,  by  a  whaling  vessel. 


OLIVER  ELLSWORTH,  the  third  chief 
justice  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  April  29,  1745. 
After  graduating  from  Princeton,  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law,  and  was  licensed 
to  practice  in  177 1.  In  1777  he  was  elected 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  congress. 
He  was  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  his 
state  in  1784,  and  was  chosen  as  a  delegate 
to  the  constitutional  convention  in  1787. 
He  sided  with  the  Federalists,  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate  in  1789,  and 
was  a  firm  supporter  of  Washington's  policy. 
He  won  great  distinction  in  that  body,  and 
was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  by  Washington 
in  1796.  The  relations  between  this  coun- 
try and  France  having  become  violently 
strained,  he  was  sent  to  Paris  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary in  1799,  and  was  instrumental 
in  negotiating  the  treaty  that  averted  war. 
He  resigned  the  following  year,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Chief  Justice  Marshall.  His 
death  occurred  November  26,   1807. 


MELLVILLE  WESTON  FULLER,  an 
eminent  American  jurist  and  chief 
justice  of  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
was  born  in  Augusta,  Maine,  in  1833.  His 
education  was  looked  after  in  boyhood,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  and  on  graduation  entered  the  law 


department  of  Harvard  University.  He  then 
entered  the  law  office  of  his  uncle  at  Ban- 
gor, Maine,  and  soon  after  opened  an  office 
for  the  practice  of  law  at  Augusta.  He  was 
an  alderman  from  his  ward,  city  attorney, 
and  editor  of  the  "Age,"  a  rival  newspaper 
of  the  "Journal,"  which  was  conducted  by 
James  G.  Blaine.  He  soon  decided  to  re- 
move to  Chicago,  then  springing  into  notice 
as  a  western  metropolis.  He  at  once  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  interests  of  the 
new  city,  and  by  this  means  acquired  an 
experience  that  fitted  him  for  his  future 
work.  He  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
his  profession,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
connect  himself  with  the  many  suits  grow- 
ing out  of  the  prorogation  of  the  Illinois 
legislature  in  1863.  It  was  not  long  before 
he  became  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  in 
Chicago.  He  made  a  three  days'  speech  in 
the  heresy  trial  of  Dr.  Cheney,  which  added 
to  his  fame.  He  was  appointed  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  by  President  Cleve- 
land in  1888,  the  youngest  man  who  ever 
held  that  exalted  position.  His  income  from 
his  practice  had  for  many  years  reached 
thirty  thousand  dollars  annually. 


CHESTER  ALLEN  ARTHUR,  twenty- 
first  president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Vermont,  Octo- 
ber 5,  1830.  He  was  educated  at  Union 
College,  Schenectady,  New  York,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  honor,  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school.  After  two  years 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  E.  D. 
Culver,  of  New  York,  as  a  student.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  an  old  room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gar- 
diner, with  the  intention  of  practicing  law 
in  the  west,  but  after  a  few  months'  search 
for  a  location,  they  returned  to  New  York 
and  opened  an  office,  and   at  once   entered 
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upon  a  profitable  practice.  He  was  shortly 
afterwards  married  to  a  daughter  of  Lieu- 
tenant Herndon,  of  the  United  States  navy. 
Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  his  nomina- 
tion for  the  vice-presidency.  In  1856  a 
colored  woman  in  New  York  was  ejected 
from  a  street  car  and  retained  Mr.  Arthur 
in  a  suit  against  the  company,  and  obtained 
a  verdict  of  five  hundred  dollars.  It  result- 
ed in  a  general  order  by  all  superintendents 
of  street  railways  in  the  city  to  admit  col- 
ored people  to  the  cars. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  first 
Republican  national  convention,  and  was 
appointed  judge-advocate  for  the  Second 
Brigade  of  New  York,  and  then  chief  engi- 
neer of  Governor  Morgan's  staff.  At  the 
close  of  his  term  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
iaw  in  New  York.  In  1872  he  was  made 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  which 
position  he  held  four  years.  At  the  Chi- 
cago convention  in  1880  Mr.  Arthur  was 
nominated  for  the  vice-presidency  with 
Garfield,  and  after  an  exciting  campaign 
was  elected.  Four  months  after  the  inau- 
guration President  Garfield  was  assassinated, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  was  called  to  take  the  reins 
of  government.  His  administration  of 
affairs  was  generally  satisfactory.  At  its 
close  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  New 
York.  His  death  occurred  November  18, 
1886. 

ISAAC  HULL  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous and  prominent  naval  officers  in 
the  early  history  of  America.  He  was  born 
at  Derby,  Connecticut,  March  9,  1775,  be- 
ing the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  officer.  Isaac 
Hull  early  in  life  became  a  mariner,  and 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  became  master 
of  a  merchant  ship  in  the  London  trade. 
In  1798  he  became  a  lieutenant  in  the  United 

States  navy,  and  three  years  later  was  made 
10 


first  lieutenant  of  the  frigate  "Constitution." 
He  distinguished  himself  by  skill  and  valor 
against  the  French  on  the  coast  of  Hayti,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Barbary  expe- 
ditions. July  12,  18 1 2,  he  sailed  from 
Annapolis,  in  command  of  the  "Constitu- 
tion," and  for  three  days  was  pursued  by  a 
British  squadron  of  five  ships,  from  which 
he  escaped  by  bold  and  ingenious  seaman- 
ship. In  August  of  the  same  year  he  cap- 
tured the  frigate  "  Guerriere,"  one  of  his 
late  pursuers  and  for  this,  the  first  naval 
advantage  of  that  war,  he  received  a  gold 
medal  from  congress.  Isaac  Hull  was  later 
made  naval  commissioner  and  had  command 
of  various  navy  yards.  His  death  occurred 
February  13,  1843,  at  Philadelphia. 


MARCUS  ALONZO  HANNA,  famous 
as  a  prominent  business  man,  political 
manager  and  senator,  was  born  in  New  Lis- 
bon, Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  September 
24,  1837.  He  removed  with  his  father's 
family  to  Cleveland,  in  the  same  state,  in 
1852,  and  in  the  latter  city,  and  in  the 
Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hudson,  Ohio, 
received  his  education.  He  became  an  em- 
ploye of  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
Hanna,  Garrettson  &  Co.,  his  father  being 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm.  The  latter 
died  in  1862,  and  Marcus  represented  his 
interest  until  1867,  when  the  business  was 
closed  up. 

Our  subject  then  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Rhodes  &  Co.,  engaged  in  the 
iron  and  coal  business,  but  at  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  years  this  firm  was  changed  to 
that  of  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  Mr.  Hanna 
was  long  identified  with  the  lake  carrying 
business,  being  interested  in  vessels  on  the 
lakes  and  in  the  construction  of  them.  As 
a  director  of  the  Globe  Ship  Manufacturing 
Company,    of    Cleveland,    president   of  the 
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Union  National  Bank,  of  Cleveland,  president 
of  the  Cleveland  City  Railway  Company, 
and  president  of  the  Chapin  Mining  Com- 
pany, of  Lake  Superior,  he  became  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  world. 
He  was  one  of  the  government  directors  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  being  appointed 
to  that  position  in  1885  by  President  Cleve- 
land. 

Mr.  Hanna  was  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional Republican  convention  of  1884,  which 
was  his  first  appearance  in  the  political 
world.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  con- 
ventions of  1888  and  1896,  and  was  elect- 
ed chairman  of  the  Republican  national 
committee  the  latter  year,  and  practically 
managed  the  campaign  of  William  McKin- 
ley  for  the  presidency.  In  1897  Mr.  Hanna 
was  appointed  senator  by  Governor  Bush- 
nell,  of  Ohio,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  John  Sherman. 


GEORGE  PEABODY  was  one  of  the 
best  known  and  esteemed  of  all  philan- 
thropists, whose  munificent  gifts  to  Ameri- 
can institutions  have  proven  of  so  much 
benefit  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  He  was 
born  February  18,  1795,  at  South  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  which  is  now  called  Pea- 
body  in  honor  of  him.  He  received  but  a 
meager  education,  and  during  his  early  life 
he  was  a  mercantile  clerk  at  Thetford,  Ver- 
mont, and  Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  In 
18 14  he  became  a  partner  with  Elisha 
Riggs,  at  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  in  1 8 1  5  they  moved  to  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. The  business  grew  to  great  propor- 
tions, and  they  opened  branch  houses  at 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Peabody 
made  several  voyages  to  Europe  of  com- 
mercial importance,  and  in  1829  became  the 
head  of  the  firm,  which  was  then  called 
Peabody,  Riggs  &  Co.,  and  in  1838   he  re- 


moved to  London,  England.  He  retired 
from  the  firm,  and  established  the  cele- 
brated banking  house,  in  which  he  accumu- 
lated a  large  fortune.  He  aided  Mr.  Grin- 
nell  in  fitting  out  Dr.  Kane's  Arctic  expedi- 
tion, in  1852,  and  founded  in  the  same  year 
the  Peabody  Institute,  in  his  native  town, 
which  he  afterwards  endowed  with  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Peabody  visited 
the  United  States  in  1857,  and  gave  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  establish- 
ment at  Baltimore  of  an  institute  of  science, 
literature  and  fine  arts.  In  1862  he  gave 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  erecting  of  lodging  houses  for  the 
poor  in  London,  and  on  another  visit  to  the 
United  States  he  gave  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  establish  at  Harvard  a 
museum  and  professorship  of  American 
archaeology  and  ethnology,  an  equal  sum  for 
the  endowment  of  a  department  of  physical 
science  at  Yale,  and  gave  the  "Southern 
Educational  Fund  "  two  million  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  besides  devoting  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  various  objects  of 
public  utility.  Mr.  Peabody  made  a  final 
visit  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  and  on 
this  occasion  he  raised  the  endowment  of 
the  Baltimore  Institute  one  million  dollars, 
created  the  Peabody  Museum,  at  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  with  a  fund  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  gave  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  Washington  College,  Vir- 
ginia; fifty  thousand  dollars  for  a  "Peabody 
Museum, "  at  North  Danvers,  thirty  thousand 
dollars  to  Phillips  Academy,  Andover;  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars  to  Kenyon  College, 
Ohio,  and  tvv^enty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society.  Mr.  Peabody 
also    endowed    an    art  school  at  Rome,   in 

1868.  He   died   in   London,  November  4, 

1869,  less   then  a  month   after   he  had   re- 
turned   from    the    United    States,    and    his 
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remains  were  brought  to  the  United  States 
and  interred  in  his  native  town.  He  made 
several  other  bequests  in  his  will,  and  left 
his  family  about  five  million  dollars. 


MATTHEW  S.  QUAY,  a  celebrated 
public  man  and  senator,  was  born  at 
Dillsburgh,  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  30,  1833,  of  an  old  Scotch-Irish 
family,  some  of  whom  had  settled  in  the 
Keystone  state  in  171 5.  Matthew  received 
a  good  education,  graduating  from  the  Jef- 
ferson College  at  Canonsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  He  then  traveled, 
taught  school,  lectured,  and  studied  law 
under  Judge  Sterrett.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1854,  was  appointed  a  prothon- 
otary  in  1855  and  elected  to  the  same 
ofiice  in  1S56  and  1859.  Later  he  was 
made  lieutenant  of  the  Pennsylvania  Re 
serves,  lieutenant-colonel  and  assistant  com- 
missary-general of  the  state,  private  secre- 
tary of  the  famous  war  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Andrew  G.  Curtin,  colonel  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Pennsylva- 
nia Infantry  (nine  months  men),  military 
state  agent  and  held  other  offices  at  different 
times. 

Mr.  Quay  was  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
from  1865  to  1868.  He  filled  the  ofiice  of 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth  from  1872 
to  1878,  and  the  position  of  delegate-at- 
large  to  the  Republican  national  conventions 
of  1872,  1876,  1880  and  1888.  Pie  was  the 
editor  of  the  "Beaver  Radical"  and  the 
"Philadelphia  Record"  for  a  time,  and  held 
many  ofBces  in  the  state  conventions  and  on 
their  committees.  He  was  elected  secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
1869,  and  served  three  years,  and  in  1885 
was  chosen  state  treasurer.  In  1S86  his 
great    abilities    pointed    him    out    as    the 


natural  candidate  for  United  States  senator, 
and  he  was  accordingly  elected  to  that  posi- 
tion and  re-elected  thereto  in  1892.  He 
was  always  noted  for  a  genius  for  organiza- 
tion, and  as  a  political  leader  had  but  few 
peers.  Cool,  serene,  far-seeing,  resourceful, 
holding  his  impulses  and  forces  in  hand,  he 
never  quailed  from  any  policy  he  adopted, 
and  carried  to  success  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  political  campaigns  in  which  he  took 
part. 

JAMES  K.  JONES,  a  noted  senator  and 
political  leader,  attained  national  fame 
while  chairman  of  the  national  executive 
committee  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1896.  He  was  a 
native  of  Marshall  county,  Mississippi,  and 
was  born  September  29,  1839.  His  father, 
a  well-to-do  planter,settled  in  Dallas  county, 
Arkansas,  in  1848,  and  there  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  received  a  careful  education. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a  private 
soldier  in  the  Confederate  army.  From 
1866  to  1873  he  passed  a  quiet  life  as  a 
planter,  but  in  the  latter  year  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
About  the  same  time  he  was  elected  to  the 
Arkansas  senate  and  re-elected  in  1874.  In 
1877  he  was  made  president  of  the  senate 
and  the  following  year  was  unsuccessful  in 
obtaining  a  nomination  as  member  of  con- 
gress. In  1880  he  was  elected  representa- 
tive and  his  ability  at  once  placed  him  in  a 
foremost  position.  He  was  re-elected  to 
congress  in  1882  and  in  1884,  and  served  as 
an  influential  member  on  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means.  March  4,  1885,  Mr.  Jones 
took  his  seat  in  the  United  States  senate  to 
succeed  James  D.  Walker,  and  was  after- 
ward re-elected  to  the  same  ofiice.  In  this 
branch  of  the  national  legislature  his  capa- 
bilities had  a  wider  scope,  and  he  was  rec- 
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ognized  as  one   of  the   ablest  leaders  of  his 
party. 

On  the  nomination  of  William  J.  Bryan 
as  its  candidate  for  the  presidency  by  the 
national  convention  of  the  Deniocratic 
party,  held  in  Chicago  in  1896,  Mr.  Jones 
was  made  chairman  of  the  national  com- 
mittee. 

THEODORE  THOMAS,  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  musical  directors  America 
has  known,  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Han- 
over in  1835,  and  received  his  musical  educa- 
tion from  his  father.  He  was  a  very  apt  scholar 
and  played  the  violin  at  public  concerts  at 
the  age  of  six  years.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  America  in  1845,  ^'^d  joined  the 
orchestra  of  the  Italian  Opera  in  New  York 
City.  He  played  the  first  violin  in  the 
orchestra  which  accompanied  Jenny  Lind 
in  her  first  American  concert.  In  1861  Mr. 
Thomas  established  the  orchestra  that  be- 
came famous  under  his  management,  and 
gave  his  first  symphony  concerts  in  New 
York  in  1864.  He  began  his  first  "summer 
night  concerts"  in  the  same  city  in  1868, 
and  in  1869  he  started  on  his  first  tour  of 
the  principal  cities  in  the  United  States, 
which  he  made  every  year  for  many  years. 
He  was  director  of  the  College  of  Music  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  but  resigned  in  1880,  after 
having  held  the  position  for  three  years. 

Later  he  organized  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  successful  orchestras  ever  brought 
together  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  was 
very  prominent  in  musical  affairs  during  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition,  thereby  add- 
ing greatly  to  his  fame. 


CYRUS  HALL  McCORMICK.  the  fa- 
mous inventor  and  manufacturer,  was 
born  at  Walnut  Grove,  Virginia,  February 
15,  1809.      When  he  was  seven  years  old  his 


father  invented  a  reaping  machine.  It  was 
a  rude  contrivance  and  not  successful.  In 
1 83 1  Cyrus  made  his  invention  of  a  reaping 
machine,  and  had  it  patented  three  years 
later.  By  successive  improvements  he  was 
able  to  keep  his  machines  at  the  head  of 
its  class  during  his  life.  In  1845  he  removed 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  two  years  later 
located  in  Chicago,  where  he  amassed  a 
great  fortune  in  manufacturing  reapers  and 
harvesting  machinery.  In  1859  he  estab- 
lished the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Northwest  at  Chicago,  an  institution  for  pre- 
paring young  men  for  the  ministry  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  he  afterward  en- 
dowed a  chair  in  the  Washington  and  Lee 
College  at  Lexington,  Virginia.  He  mani- 
fested great  interest  in  educational  and  re- 
ligious matters,  and  by  his  great  wealth  he 
was  able  to  extend  aid  and  encouragement 
to  many  charitable  causes.  His  death  oc- 
curred May  13,   1884. 


DAVID  ROSS  LOCKE.— Under  the 
pen  name  of  Petroleum  V.  Nasby,  this 
well-known  humorist  and  writer  made  for 
himself  a  household  reputation,  and  estab- 
lished a  school  that  has  many  imitators. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  at 
Vestal,  Broome  county,  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1833.  After  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  county  of  his  birth  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  ' '  Democrat,  "  at  Cort- 
land, New  York,  where  he  learned  the 
printer's  trade.  He  was  successively  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  '  'Plymouth  Advertiser, " 
the  "Mansfield  Herald,"  the  "  Bucyrus 
Journal,"  and  the  "Findlay  Jeffersonian." 
Later  he  became  editor  of  the  "  Toledo 
Blade."  In  i860  he  commenced  his 
"  Nasby"  articles,  several  series  of  which 
have  been  given  the  world  in  book  form. 
Under  a  mask  of  misspelling,  and  in  a  quaiDt 
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and  humorous  style,  a  keen  political  satire 
is  couched — a  most  effective  weapon. 
Mr.  Locke  was  the  author  of  a  num- 
ber of  serious  political  pamphlets,  and 
later  on  a  more  pretentious  work,  "  The 
Morals  of  Abou  Ben  Adhem."  As  a  news- 
paper writer  he  gained  many  laurels  and  his 
works  are  widely  read.  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  said  to  have  been  a  warm  admirer  of  P. 
V.  Nasby,  of  "  Confedrit  X  Roads"  fame. 
Mr.  Locke  died  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  February 
15,  18S8.  

RUSSELL  A.  ALGER,  noted  as  a  sol- 
dier, governor  and  secretary  of  war, 
was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  February 
27,  1836,  and  was  the  son  of  Russell  and 
Caroline  (Moulton)  Alger.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  was  left  an  orphan  and  pen- 
niless. For  about  a  year  he  worked  for 
his  board  and  clothing,  and  attended  school 
part  of  the  time.  In  1850  he  found  a  place 
which  paid  small  wages,  and  out  of  his 
scanty  earnings  helped  his  brother  and  sister. 
While  there  working  on  a  farm  he  found 
time  to  attend  the  Richfield  Academy,  and 
by  hard  work  between  times  managed  to  get 
a  fair  education  for  that  time.  The  last 
two  years  of  his  attendance  at  this  institu- 
tion of  learning  he  taught  school  during  the 
winter  "months.  In  1857  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1859.  For  a  while  he  found  employ- 
ment in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  impaired 
health  induced  him  to  remove  to  Grand 
Rapids,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and,  his  business  suf- 
fering and  his  savings  swept  away,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry.  He  was  promoted  to  be  captain 
the  following  month,  and  major  for  gallant 
conduct  at  Boonesville,  Mississippi,  July  i, 


1862.  October  16,  1862,  he  was  made 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Si.xth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  in  February,  1863,  colonel  of 
the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  rendered 
excellent  service  in  the  Gettysburg  cam- 
paign. He  was  wounded  at  Boonesboro, 
Maryland,  and  on  returning  to  his  command 
took  part  with  Sherman  in  the  campaign  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.  For  services  ren- 
dered, that  famous  soldier  recommended 
him  for  promotion,  and  he  was  brevetted 
major-general  of  volunteers.  In  1866  Gen- 
eral Alger  took  up  his  residence  at  Detroit, 
and  prospered  exceedingly  in  his  business, 
which  was  that  of  lumbering,  and  grew 
quite  wealthy.  In  1884  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Republican  national  convention,  and 
the  same  year  was  elected  governor  of 
Michigan.  He  declined  a  nomination  for 
re-election  to  the  latter  office,  in  1887,  and 
was  the  following  year  a  candidate  for  the 
nomination  for  president.  In  1889  he  was 
elected  commander-in-chief  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  at  different 
times  occupied  many  offices  in  other  or- 
ganizations. 

In   March,     1897,    President     McKinley 
appointed  General  Alger  secretary  of  war. 


CYRUS  WEST  FIELD,  the  father  of 
submarine  telegraphy,  was  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  David  D.  Field,  D.D.,  a  Congre- 
gational minister,  and  was  born  at  Stock- 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  November  30,  18 19. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  became  a  clerk  in  a 
store  in  New  York  City.  Being  gifted  with 
excellent  business  ability  Mr.  Field  pros- 
pered and  became  the  head  of  a  large  mer- 
cantile house.  In  1853  he  spent  about  six 
months  in  travel  in  South  America.  On  his 
return  he  became  interested  in  ocean  teleg- 
raphy.     Being  solicited  to  aid  in  the   con- 
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struction  of  a  land  telegraph  across  New 
Foundland  to  receive  the  news  from  a  line 
of  fast  steamers  it  was  proposed  to  run  from 
from  Ireland  to  St.  Johns,  the  idea  struck 
him  to  carry  the  line  across  the  broad  At- 
lantic. In  1850  Mr.  Field  obtained  a  con- 
cession from  the  legislature  of  Newfound- 
land, giving  him  the  sole  right  for  fifty  years 
to  land  submarine  cables  on  the  shores  of 
that  island.  In  company  with  Peter  Cooper, 
Moses  Taylor,  Marshall  O.  Roberts  and 
Chandler  White,  he  organized  a  company 
under  the  name  of  the  New  York,  New- 
foundland &  London  Telegraph  Company. 
In  two  years  the  line  from  New  York  across 
Newfoundland  was  built.  The  first  cable 
connecting  Cape  Breton  Island  with  New- 
foundland having  been  lost  in  a  storm  while 
being  laid  in  1855,  another  was  put  down  in 
1856.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Field  went  to 
London  and  organized  the  Atlantic  Tele- 
graph Company,  furnishing  one-fourth  of  the 
capital  himself.  Both  governments  loaned 
ships  to  carry  out  the  enterprise.  Mr.  Field 
accompanied  the  expeditions  of  1857  and 
two  in  1858.  The  first  and  second  cables 
were  failures,  and  the  third  worked  but  a 
short  time  and  then  ceased.  The  people  of 
both  continents  became  incredulous  of  the 
feasibility  of  laying  a  successful  cable  under 
so  wide  an  expanse  of  sea,  and  the  war 
breaking  out  shortly  after,  nothing  was  done 
until  1865-66.  Mr.  Field,  in  the  former 
year,  again  made  the  attempt,  and  the  Great 
Eastern  laid  some  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred miles  when  the  cable  parted  and  was 
lost.  The  following  year  the  same  vessel 
succeeded  in  laying  the  entire  cable,  and 
picked  up  the  one  lost  the  year  before,  and 
both  were  carried  to  America's  shore.  After 
thirteen  years  of  care  and  toil  Mr.  Field  had 
his  reward.  He  was  the  recipient  of  many 
medals   and   honors  from    both   home   and 


abroad.  He  gave  his  attention  after  this 
to  establishing  telegraphic  communication 
throughout  the  world  and  many  other  large 
enterprises,  notably  the  construction  of  ele- 
vated railroads  in  New  York.  Mr.  Field 
died  July  1 1,  1892. 


G ROVER  CLEVELAND,  the  twenty- 
second  president  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Caldwell,  Essex  county,  New 
Jersey,  March  18,  1837,  ^"^^  was  the  son 
of  Rev. -Richard  and  Annie  (Neale)  Cleve- 
land. The  father,  of  distinguished  New 
England  ancestry,  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister in  charge  of  the  church  at  Caldwell  at 
the  time. 

When  Grover  was  about  three  years  of 
age  the  family  removed  to  Fayetteville, 
Onondaga  county.  New  York,  where  he 
attended  the  district  school,  and  was  in  the 
academy  for  a  short  time.  His  father  be- 
lieving that  boys  should  early  learn  to  labor, 
Grover  entered  a  village  store  and  worked 
for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  first  year. 
While  he  was  thus  engaged  the  family  re- 
moved to  Clinton,  New  York,  and  there 
young  Cleveland  took  up  h's  studies  at  the 
academy.  The  death  of  his  father  dashed 
all  his  hopes  of  a  collegiate  education,  the 
family  being  left  in  straightened  circum- 
stances, and  Grover  started  out  to  battle 
for  himself.  After  acting  for  a  year  (1853- 
54)  as  assistant  teacher  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at  New  York 
City,  he  went  to  Buffalo.  A  short  time 
after  he  entered  the  lav/  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  that  city,  and  after  a 
hard  struggle  with  adverse  circumstances, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859.  He  be- 
came confidential  and  managing  clerk  for 
the  firm  under  whom  he  had  studied,  and 
remained  with  them  until  1863.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  he  was  appointed  district  attorney 
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of  Erie  county.  It  was  during  his  incum- 
bency of  this  office  that,  on  being  nominated 
by  the  Democrats  for  supervisor,  he  came 
within  thirteen  votes  of  election,  although 
the  district  was  usually  Republican  by  two 
hundred  and  fifty  majority.  In  i866Grover 
Cleveland  formed  a  partnership  with  Isaac 
V.  Vanderpoel.  The  most  of  the  work  here 
fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  our  subject,  and 
he  soon  won  a  good  standing  at  the  bar  of 
the  state.  In  1869  Mr.  Cleveland  associated 
himself  in  business  with  A.  P.  Laning  and 
Oscar  Folsom,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
Laning,  Cleveland  &  Folsom  soon  built  up  a 
fair  practice.  In  the  fall  of  1870  Mr.  Cleve- 
land was  elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county,  an 
office  which  he  filled  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  resumed  his  profession,  with  L.  K. 
Bass  and  Wilson  S.  Bissell  as  partners. 
This  firm  was  strong  and  popular  and 
shortly  was  in  possession  of  a  lucrative 
practice.  Mr.  Bass  retired  from  the  firm 
in  1879,  and  George  J.  Secard  was  admit- 
ted a  member  in  1881.  In  the  latter  year 
Mr.  Cleveland  was  elected  mayor  of  Buffalo, 
and  in  1882  he  was  chosen  governor  by 
the  enormous  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  thousand  votes.  July  11,  1884, 
he  was  nominated  for  the  presidency  by  the 
Democratic  national  convention,  and  in 
November  following  was  elected. 

Mr.  Cleveland,  after  serving  one  term  as 
president  of  the  United  States,  in  1888  was 
nominated  by  his  party  to  succeed  himself, 
but  he  failed  of  the  election,  being  beaten 
by  Benjamin  Harrison.  In  1892,  however, 
being  nominated  again  in  opposition  to  the 
then  incumbent  of  the  presidency,  Mr.  Har- 
rison, Grover  Cleveland  was  elected  pres- 
ident for  the  second  time  and  served  for  the 
usual  term  of  four  years.  In  1897  Mr. 
Cleveland  retired  from  the  chair  of  the  first 
magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  in  New  York 


City  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in  which 
city  he  had  established  himself  in  1889. 

June  2.  1886,  Grover  Cleveland  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Fol- 
som, the  daughter  of  his  former  partner. 


ALEXANDER  WINCHELL,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  greatest  of  American 
scientists,  and  one  of  the  most  noted  and 
prolific  writers  on  scientific  subjects,  was 
born  in  Duchess  county.  New  York,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1824.  He  received  a  thorough  col- 
legiate education,  and  graduated  at  the 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Connect- 
icut, in  1847.  His  mind  took  a  scientific 
turn,  which  manifested  itself  while  he  was 
yet  a  boy,  and  in  1848  he  became  teacher 
of  natural  sciences  at  the  Armenian  Semi- 
nary, in  his  native  state,  a  position  which 
he  filled  for  three  years.  In  185  1-3  he  oc- 
cupied the  same  position  in  the  Mesopo- 
tamia Female  Seminary,  in  Alabama,  after 
which  he  was  president  of  the  Masonic  Fe- 
male Seminary,  in  Alabama.  In  1853  he 
became  connected  with  the  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  at  which  institu- 
tion he  performed  the  most  important  work 
of  his  life,  and  gained  a  wide  reputation  as 
a  scientist.  He  held  many  important  posi- 
tions, among  which  were  the  following: 
Professor  of  physics  and  civil  engineering  at 
the  University  of  Michigan,  also  of  geology, 
zoology  and  botany,  and  later  professor  of 
geology  and  palaeontology  at  the  same  insti- 
tution. He  also,  for  a  time,  was  president 
of  the  Michigan  Teachers'  Association,  and 
state  geologist  of  Michigan.  Professor 
Winchell  was  a  very  prolific  writer  on  scien- 
tific subjects,  and  published  many  standard 
works,  his  most  important  and  widely  known 
being  those  devoted  to  geology.  He  also 
contributed  a  large  number  of  articles  to 
scientific  and  popular  journals. 
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ANDREW     HULL     FOOTE,     of     the 
United  States    navy,  was  a    native    of 
New   England,   born   at  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut,   May    4,    1808.      He    entered    the 
navy,  as  a  midshipman,  December  4,  1822. 
He  slowly  rose  in  his  chosen   profession,  at- 
taining the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  1830,  com- 
mander   in    1852     and    captain    in     1861. 
Among  the  distinguished  men  in  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war,  but  few  stood  higher 
in  the  estimation  of  his  brother  officers  than 
Foote,  and  when,    in   the    fall    of  1861,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla 
then   building  on  the    Mississippi,    the    act 
gave    great    satisfaction     to     the     service. 
Although     embarrassed     by    want    of    navy 
yards  and  supplies,  Foote  threw  himself  into 
his    new   work  with    unusual    energy.      He 
overcame  all  obstacles  and  in  the  new,  and, 
until  that  time,  untried  experiment,  of  creat- 
ing   and    maintaining   a    navy  on    a    river, 
achieved  a  success  beyond  the  expectations 
of  the  country.      Great  incredulity  existed  as 
to  the  possibility  of   carrying  on  hostilities 
on  a  river  where  batteries   from  the   shore 
might  bar  the  passage.      But  in  spite  of  all, 
Foote  soon   had   a  navy  on  the  great  river, 
and  by  the  heroic  qualities  of  the  crews  en- 
trusted to  him,  demonstrated  the  utility  of 
this  new    departure   in  naval   architecture. 
All  being  prepared,  February  6,  1862,  Foote 
took   Fort   Henry    after    a    hotly-contested 
action.      On  the  14th  of  the   same   month, 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  engaged  the  batteries 
of  Fort  Donelson,  with  four  ironclads  and 
two   wooden   gunboats,  thereby  dishearten- 
ing the  garrison  and  assisting  in  its  capture. 
April  7th  of  the  same  year,    after  several 
hotly-contested  actions.  Commodore   Foote 
received  the  surrender  of  Island  No.  10,  one 
of  the  great  strongholds  of  the  Confederacy 
on  the  Mississippi  river.      Foote  having  been 
wounded  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  by  neglect 


it  having  become  so  serious  as  to  endanger 
his  life,  he  was  forced  to  resign  his  command 
and  return  home.  June  16,  1862,  he  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  congress  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral.  He  was 
appointed  chief  of  the  bureau  of  equipment 
and  recruiting.  June  4,  1863,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  fleet  off  Charleston,  to  super- 
cede Rear  Admiral  Dupont,  but  on  his  way 
to  that  destination  was  taken  sick  at  New 
York,  and  died  June  26,  1863. 


NELSON  A. MILES,  the  well-known  sol- 
dier, was  born  at  Westminster,  Massa- 
chusetts, August  8, 1 839.  His  ancestors  set- 
tled in  that  state  in  1643  among  the  early 
pioneers,  and  their  descendants  were,  many 
of  them,  to  be  found  am^ong  those  battling 
against  Great  Britain  during  Revolutionary 
times  and  during  the  war  of  18 12.  Nelson 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  received  an  academic 
education,  and  in  early  manhood  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits    in   Boston.      Early    in 

1 86 1  he  raised  a  company  and  offered  his 
services  to  the  government,  and  although 
commissioned  as  captain,  on  account  of  his 
youth  went  out  as  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Infantry.      In 

1862  he  was  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel 
and  colonel  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  In- 
fantry. At  the  request  of  Generals  Grant 
and  Meade  he  was  made  a  brigadier  by 
President  Lincoln.  He  participated  in  all 
but  one  of  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  the  close  of  the  war.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  time  he  commanded 
the  first  division  of  the  Second  Corps. 
General  Miles  was  wounded  at  the  battles 
of  Fair  Oaks,  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  received  four  brevets  for 
distinguished  service.  During  the  recon- 
struction period  he  commanded  in  North 
Carolina,  and  on   the  reorganization  of  the 
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regular  army  he  was  made  colonel  of  in- 
fantry. In  1880  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  in  1890  to 
that  of  major-general.  He  successfully  con- 
ducted several  campaigns  among  the  In- 
dians, and  his  name  is  known  among  the 
tribes  as  a  friend  when  they  are  peacefully 
inclined.  He  many  times  averted  war 
with  the  red  men  by  judicious  and  humane 
settlement  of  difftculties  without  the  military 
power.  In  1892  General  Miles  was  given 
command  of  the  proceedings  in  dedicating 
the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago,  and  m  the 
summer  of  1894,  during  the  great  railroad 
strike  at  the  same  city,  General  Miles,  then 
in  command  of  the  department,  had  the 
disposal  of  the  troops  sent  to  protect  the 
United  States  mails.  On  the  retirement  of 
General  J.  M.  Schofield,  in  1895,  General 
Miles  became  the  ranking  major-general  of 
the  United  States  army  and  the  head  of  its 
forces. 

JUNIUS  BRUTUS  BOOTH,  the  great 
actor,  though  born  in  London  (1796),  is 
more  intimately  connected  with  the  Amer- 
ican than  with  the  English  stage,  and  his 
popularity  in  America  was  almost  un- 
bounded, while  in  England  he  was  not  a 
prime  favorite.  He  presented  "  Richard  III.  " 
in  Richmond  on  his  first  appearance  on  the 
American  stage  in  1821.  This  was  his 
greatest  role,  and  in  it  he  has  never  had  an 
equal.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he 
appeared  in  New  York.  After  a  long  and 
successful  career  he  gave  his  final  perform- 
ance at  New  Orleans  in  1852.  He  con- 
tracted a  severe  cold,  and  for  lack  of  proper 
medical  attention,  it  resulted  in  his  death 
on  November  30th  of  that  year.  He  was, 
without  question,  one  of  the  greatest  tra- 
gedians that  ever  lived.  In  addition  to  his 
professional   art  and  genius,  he  was  skilled 


in  languages,  drawing,  painting  and  sculp- 
ture. In  his  private  life  he  was  reserved, 
and  even  eccentric.  Strange  stories  are 
related  of  his  peculiarities,  and  on  his  farm 
near  Baltimore  he  forbade  the  use  of  animal 
food,  the  taking  of  animal  life,  and  even  the 
felling  of  trees,  and  brought  his  butter  and 
eggs  to  the  Baltimore  markets  in  person. 

Junius  Brutus  Booth,  known  as  the  elder 
Booth,  gave  to  the  world  three  sons  of  note: 
Junius  Brutus  Booth,  Jr.,  the  husband  of 
Agnes  Booth,  the  actress;  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  the  author  of  the  greatest  tragedy 
in  the  life  of  our  nation;  Edwin  Booth,  in 
his  day  the  greatest  actor  of  America,  if  not 
of  the  world. 

TAMES  MONTGOMERY  BAILEY,  fa- 
<J  mous  as  the  "Danbury  News  Man," 
v/as  one  of  the  best  known  American  humor- 
ists, and  was  born  September  25,  1841,  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.  He  adopted  journalism  as  a 
profession  and  started  in  his  chosen  work  on 
the  "Danbury  Times,"  which  paper  he  pur- 
chased on  his  return  from  the  war.  Mr. 
Bailey  also  purchased  the  '"Jeffersonian," 
another  paper  of  Danbury,  and  consolidated 
them,  forming  the  "Danbury  News,"  which 
paper  soon  acquired  a  celebrity  throughout 
the  United  States,  from  an  incessant  flow  of 
rich,  healthy,  and  original  humor,  which  the 
pen  of  the  editor  imparted  to  its  columns, 
and  he  succeeded  in  raising  the  circulation 
of  the  paper  from  a  few  hundred  copies  a 
week  to  over  forty  thousand.  The  facilities 
of  a  country  printing  office  were  not  so  com- 
plete in  those  days  as  they  are  now,  but  Mr. 
Bailey  was  resourceful,  and  he  put  on  re- 
lays of  help  and  ran  his  presses  night  and 
day,  and  always  prepared  his  matter  a  week 
ahead  of  time.  The  "Danbury  News  Man" 
was  a  new  figure  in  literature,  as  his  humor 
was  so  different  from  that  of  the  newspaper 
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wits — who  had  preceded  him,  and  he  maybe 
called  the  pioneer  of  that  school  now  so 
familiar.  Mr.  Bailey  published  in  book 
form  "Life  in  Danbury"  and  "The  Danbury 
News  Man's  Almanac."  One  of  his  most 
admirable  traits  was  philanthrophy,  as  he 
gave  with  unstinted  generosity  to  all  comers, 
and  died  comparatively  poor,  notwithstand- 
ing his  ownership  of  a  very  profitable  busi- 
ness which  netted  him  an  income  of  $40,000 
a  year.      He  died  March  4,  1894. 


MATTHEW  HALE  CARPENTER,  a 
famous  lawyer,  orator  and  senator, 
was  born  in  Moretown,  Vermont,  December 
22,  1824.  After  receiving  a  common-school 
education  he  entered  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  but  only 
remained  two  years.  On  returning  to  his 
home  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Paul  Dillingham,  afterwards  governor  of 
Vermont,  and  whose  daughter  he  married. 
In  1847  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
bar  in  Vermont,  but  he  went  to  Boston  and 
for  a  time  studied  with  Ruf  us  Choate.  In  1 848 
he  moved  west,  settling  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin, 
and  commencing  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion soon  obtained  a  wide  reputation  for 
ability.  In  1856  Mr.  Carpenter  removed  to 
Milwaukee,  where  he  found  a  wider  field  for 
his  now  increasing  powers.  During  the 
Civil  war,  although  a  strong  Democrat,  he 
was  loyal  to  the  government  and  aided  the 
Union  cause  to  his  utmost.  In  1868  he 
was  counsel  for  the  government  in  a  test 
case  to  settle  the  legality  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion act  before  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  and  won  his  case  against  Jeremiah  S. 
Black.  This  gave  him  the  election  for  sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  in  1869,  and  he  served 
until  1875,  during  part  of  which  time  he  was 
president /rf? /^w/^r^  of  the  senate.  Failing 
of  a  re-election  Mr.  Carpenter  resumed  the 


practice  of  law,  and  when  William  W. 
Belknap,  late  secretary  of  war,  was  im- 
peached, entered  the  case  for  General 
Belknap,  and  secured  an  acquittal.  During 
the  sitting  of  the  electoral  commission  of 
1877,  Mr.  Carpenter  appeared  for  Samuel 
J.  Tilden,  although  the  Republican  man- 
agers had  intended  to  have  him  represent 
R.  B.  Hayes.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate  again  in  1879, 
and  remained  a  member  of  that  body  until 
the  day  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  Feb- 
ruary 24,  18S1. 

Senator  Carpenter's  real  name  was  De- 
catur Merritt  Hammond  Carpenter  but  about 
1852  he  changed  it  to  the  one  by  which  he 
was  universally  known. 


THOMAS  E.  WATSON,  lawyer  and 
congressman,  the  well-known  Geor- 
gian, whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  made  himself  a  place  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country  by  his  ability,  energy 
and  fervid  oratory.  He  was  born  in  Col- 
umbia (now  McDuffie)  county,  Georgia, 
September  5,  1856.  He  had  a  common- 
school  education,  and  in  1872  entered  Mer- 
cer University,  at  Macon,  Georgia,  as  fresh- 
man, but  for  want  of  money  left  the  college 
at  the  end  of  his  sophomore  year.  He 
taught  school,  studying  law  at  the  same 
time,  until  1875,  when  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  opened  an  office  and  com- 
menced practice  in  Thomson,  Georgia,  in 
November,  1876.  He  carried  on  a  success- 
ful business,  and  bought  land  and  farmed  on 
an  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  Watson  was  a  delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic state  convention  of  1880,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  legislature  of  his  native  state  in  1882. 
In  1888  he  was   an  elector-at-large  on  the 
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Cleveland  ticket,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
io  represent  his  district  in  the  fifty-second 
congress.  This  latter  election  is  said  to  have 
been  due  .entirely  to  Mr.  Watson's  "dash- 
ing display  of  ability,  eloquence  and  popular 
power."  In  his  later  years  he  championed 
the  alliance  principles  and  policies  until  he 
became  a  leader  in  the  movement.  In  the 
heated  campaign  of  1896,  Mr.  Watson  was 
nominated  as  the  candidate  for  vice-presi- 
dent on  the  Bryan  ticket  by  that  part  of  the 
People's  party  that  would  not  endorse  the 
nominee  for  the  same  position  made  by  the 
Democratic  party. 


FREDERICK  A.  P.  BARNARD,  mathe- 
matician, physicist  and  educator,  was 
born  in  Sheffield,  Massachusetts,  May  5 , 1 809. 
He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1828, and 
in  1830  became  a  tutor  in  the  same.  From 
1837  to  1848  he  was  professor  of  mathe- 
matics and  natural  philosophy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alabama,  and  from  1848  to  1850, 
professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  history 
in  the  same  educational  institution.  In 
1854  he  became  connected  with  the  Univer- 
sity of  Mississippi,  of  which  he  became 
president  in  1856,  and  chancellor  in  1858. 
In  1854  he  took  orders  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church.  In  1861  Professor  Barnard 
resigned  his  chancellorship  and  chair  in  the 
university,  and  in  1863  and  1864  was  con- 
nected with  the  United  States  coast  survey 
in  charge  of  chart  printing  and  lithography. 
In  May,  1864,  he  was  elected  president  of 
Columbia  College,  New  York  City,  which 
he  served  for  a  number  of  years. 

Professor  Barnard  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Jefferson  College, 
Mississippi,  in  1855,  and  from  Yale  College 
in  1859;  also  the  degree  of  S.  T.  D.  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  in  1861,  and 
that  of  L.  H.  D.  from   the   regents    of    the 


University  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1872. 
In  i860  he  was  a  member  of  the  eclipse 
party  sent  by  the  United  States  coast  sur- 
vey to  Labrador,  and  during  his  absence 
was  elected  president  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  la 
the  act  of  congress  establishing  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  1863,  he  was  named 
as  one  of  the  original  corporators.  In  1867 
he  was  one  of  the  United  States  commis- 
sioners to  the  Paris  Exposition.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  associate  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
many  other  philosophical  and  scientific 
societies  at  home  and  abroad.  Dr.  Barnard 
was  thoroughly  identified  with  the  progress 
of  the  age  in  those  branches.  His  published 
works  relate  wholly  to  scientific  or  educa- 
tional subjects,  chief  among  which  are  the 
following:  Report  on  Collegiate  Education; 
Art  Culture;  History  of  the  American  Coast 
Survey;  University  Education;  Undulatory 
Theory  of  Light;  Machinery  and  Processes 
of  the  Industrial  Arts,  and  Apparatus  of  the 
E.xact  Sciences,  Metric  System  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  etc. 


EDWIN  McMASTERS  STANTON,  the 
secretary  of  war  during  the  great  Civil 
war,  was  recognized  as  one  of  America's 
foremost  public  men.  He  was  born  Decem- 
ber 19,  18 14,  at  Stcubenville,  Ohio,  where 
he  received  his  education  and  studied  law. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1836,  and 
was  reporter  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio 
from  1842  until  1845.  He  removed  to 
Washington  in  1856  to  attend  to  his  prac- 
tice before  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  and  in  1S58  he  went  to  California  as 
counsel  for  the  government  in  certain  land 
cases,  which  he  carried  to  a  successful 
conclusion.      Mr.    Stanton    was    appointed 
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attorney-general  of  the  United  States  in 
December,  i860,  by  President  Buchanan. 
On  March  4,  1861,  Mr.  Stanton  went  with 
the  outgoing  administration  and  returned  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
appointed  secretary  of  war  by  President 
Lincoln  January  20,  1862,  to  succeed  Simon 
Cameron.  After  the  assassination  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  and  the  accession  of  Johnson 
to  the  presidency,  Mr.  Stanton  was  still  in 
the  same  office.  He  held  it  for  three  years, 
and  by  his  strict  adherence  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  he  antagonized  President  John- 
son, who  endeavored  to  remove  him.  On 
August  5,  1867,  the  president  requested  him 
to  resign,  and  appointed  General  Grant  to 
succeed  him,  but  when  congress  convened 
in  December  the  senate  refused  to  concur  in 
the  suspension.  Mr.  Stanton  returned  to 
his  post  until  the  president  again  removed 
him  from  office,  but  was  again  foiled  by 
congress.  Soon  after,  however,  he  retired 
voluntarily  from  office  and  took  up  the 
practice  of  law,  in  which  he  engaged  until 
his  death,  on  December  24,  1869. 


ALEXANDER  CAMPBELL,  the  eminent 
theologian  and  founder  of  the  church 
known  as  Disciples  of  Christ,  was  born  in 
the  country  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  June, 
1788,  and  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Campbell,  a  Scoth-Irish  "Seceder. "  After 
studying  at  the  Universit}^  of  Glasgow,  he, 
in  company  with  his  father,  came  to  America 
in  1808,  and  both  began  labor  in  Vv'estern 
Pennsylvania  to  restore  Christianity  to 
apostolic  simplicity.  They  organized  a 
church  at  Brush  Run,  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  181 1,  which,  however,  the 
year  following,  adopted  Baptist  views,  and 
in  1 81 3,  with  other  congregations  joined  a 
Baptist  association.  Some  of  the  under- 
lying principles  and  many   practices    of  the 


Campbells  and  their  disciples  were  repug- 
nant to  the  Baptist  church  and  considerable 
friction  was  the  result,  and  1827  saw  the 
separation  of  that  church  from  the  Church 
of  Christ,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  The 
latter  then  reorganized  themselves  anew. 
They  reject  all  creeds,  professing  to  receive 
the  Bible  as  their  only  guide.  In  most  mat- 
ters of  faith  they  are  essentially  in  accord  with 
the  other  Evangelical  Christian  churches, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  person  and  work 
of  Christ,  the  resurrection  and  judgment. 
They  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  weekly, 
hold  that  repentance  and  faith  should  precede 
baptism,  attaching  much  importance  to  the 
latter  ordinance.  On  all  other  points  they 
encourage  individual  liberty  of  thought.  In 
1 841,  Alexander  Campbell  founded  Bethany 
College,  West  Virginia,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  many  years,  and  died  March  4, 
1866. 

The  denomination  which  they  founded 
is  quite  a  large  and  important  church  body 
in  the  United  States.  They  support  quite 
a  number  of  institutions  of  learning,  among 
which  are:  Bethany  College,  West  Virginia; 
Hiram  College,  Hiram,  Ohio;  Northwestern 
Christian  University,  Indianapolis,  Indiana; 
Eureka  College,  Illinois;  Kentucky  Univer- 
sity, Lexington,  Kentucky;  Oskaloosa 
College,  Iowa;  and  a  number  of  seminaries 
and  schools.  They  also  support  several 
monthly  and  quarterly  religious  periodicals 
and  many  papers,  both  in  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies. 


WILLIAM  L.WILSON,  the  noted  West 
Virginian,  who  was  postmaster-gener- 
al under  President  Cleveland's  second  ad- 
ministration, won  distinction  as  the  father 
of  the  famous  "  Wilson  bill,"  which  became 
a  law  under  the  same  administration.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  born   May  3,    1843,   in   Jeffer- 
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son  county,  West  Virginia,  and  received 
a  good  education  at  the  Charlestown 
Academy,  where  he  prepared  himself  for 
college.  He  attended  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege in  the  District  of  Columbia,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  i860,  and  then 
attended  the  University  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
Wilson  served  in  the  Confederate  army  dur- 
ing the  war,  after  which  he  was  u  professor 
in  Columbian  College.  Later  he  entered 
into  the  practice  of  law  at  Charlestown. 
He  attended  the  Democratic  convention 
held  at  Cincinnati  in  1880,  as  a  delegate, 
and  later  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  electors 
for  the  state-at-large  on  the  Hancock 
ticket.  In  the  Democratic  convention  at 
Chicago  in  1892,  Mr.  Wilson  was  its  per- 
manent president.  He  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  West  Virginia  University  in 
1882,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office 
on  September  6,  but  having  received  the 
nomination  for  the  forty-seventh  congress 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  he  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  university  in  June,  1883, 
to  take  his  seat  in  congress.  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  honored  by  the  Columbian  Uni- 
versity and  the  Hampden-Sidney  College, 
both  of  which  conferred  upon  him  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  D.  In  1884  he  was  appointed 
regent  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at 
Washington  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  his  term  was  re-appointed.  He  was 
elected  to  the  forty-seventh,  forty-ninth, 
fiftieth,  fifty-first,  fifty-second  and  fifty- 
third  congresses,  but  was  defeated  for  re- 
election to  the  fifty-fourth  congress.  Upon 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Bissell  from  the  office 
of  postmaster-general,  Mr.  Wilson  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy  by  President 
Cleveland.  His  many  years  of  public  serv- 
ice and  the  prominent  part  he  took  in  the 
discussion  of  public  questions  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 


CALVIN  S.    BRICE,    a  successful    and 
noted    financier    and    politician,    was 
born    at    Denmark,    Ohio,    September    17, 
1845,  of  an  old  Maryland  family,  who  trace 
their  lineage  from  the  Bryces,  or  Bruces,  of 
Airth,  Scotland.      The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  prominent  Presbyterian   clergyman, 
who  removed  to  Ohio   in  18 12.      Calvin  S. 
Brice  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen entered  the  preparatory  department  of 
Miami  University  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and   the 
following  year  entered  the   freshman  class. 
On    the    breaking   out    of    the  Civil    war, 
although  but  fifteen  years  old,  he  enlisted  in 
a  company  of  three-months  men.      He  re- 
turned to  complete   his  college  course,  but 
re-enlisted    in    Company    A,     Eighty-sixth 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  in  the   Virginia 
campaign.      He    then   returned    to   college, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1863.      In  1864 
he    organized  Company    E,   One    Hundred 
and   Eightieth    Ohio    Infantry,   and    served 
until  the  close  of  hostilities,  in  the  western 
armies. 

On  his  return  home  Mr.  Brice  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  in  1866  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Cincinnati.  In  the  winter  of  1S70- 
71  he  went  to  Europe  in  the  interests  of  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Louisville  Railroad  and  pro- 
cured a  foreign  loan.  This  road  became 
the  Lake  Erie  &  Western,  of  which,  in 
1887,  Mr.  Brice  became  president.  This 
was  the  first  railroad  in  which  he  had  a 
personal  interest.  The  conception,  build- 
ing and  sale  of  the  New  York,  Chicago  & 
St.  Louis  Railroad,  known  as  the  "Nickel 
Plate,"  was  largely  due  to  him.  He  was 
connected  with  many  other  railroads,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 
Chicago  &  Atlantic;  Ohio  Central;  Rich- 
mond &  Danville;  Richmond  &  West  Point 
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Terminal;  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  & 
Georgia;  Memphis  &  Charleston;  Mobile  & 
Birmingham;  Kentucky  Central;  Duluth, 
South  Shore  &  Atlantic,  and  the  Marquette, 
Houghton  &  Ontonagon.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  United  States  senator  from  Ohio. 
Notwithstanding  his  extensive  business  inter- 
ests, Senator  Brice  gave  a  considerable 
time  to  political  matters,  becoming  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  and  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  men  in  the 
country. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON,  twenty-third 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  August  20,  1833,  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  in  the  house  of  his 
grandfather,  General  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, afterwards  president  of  the  United 
States.  His  great-grandfather,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  was  a  member  of  the  Continental 
congress,  signed  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  was  three  times  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  Farm- 
ers College  at  an  early  age,  and  two  years 
later  entered  Miami  University,  at  Oxford, 
Ohio.  Upon  graduation  he  entered  the 
office  of  Stover  &  Gwyne,  of  Cincinnati,  as  a 
law  student.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
two  years  later,  and  having  inherited  about 
eight  hundred  dollars  worth  of  property,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  Doctor  Scott,  pres- 
ident of  a  female  school  at  Oxford,  Ohio, 
and  selected  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  to  begin 
practice.  In  i860  he  was  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  as  candidate  for  state 
supreme  court  reporter,  and  did  his  first 
political  speaking  in  that  campaign.  He 
was  elected,  and  after  t^'o  years  in  that 
position  he  organized  the  Seventieth  Indi- 
ana Infantry,  of  which  he  was  made  colonel, 
and  with  his  regiment  joined  General  Sher- 


man's army.  For  bravery  displayed  at  Re- 
saca  and  Peach  Tree  Creek  he  was  made  a 
brigadier-general.  In  the  meantime  the 
office  of  supreme  court  reporter  had  been 
declared  vacant,  and  another  party  elected 
to  fill  it.  In  the  fall  of  1864,  having  been 
nominated  for  that  office,  General  Harrison 
obtained  a  thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  went 
to  Indiana,  canvassed  the  state  and  was 
elected.  As  he  was  about  to  rejoin  his 
command  he  was  stricken  down  by  an  attack 
of  fever.  After  his  recovery  he  joined 
General  Sherman's  army  and  participated  in 
the  closing  events  of  the  war. 

In  1868  General  Harrison  declined  to 
be  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  supreme 
court  reporter,  and  returned  to  the  practice 
of  the  law.  His  brilliant  campaign  for  the 
office  of  governor  of  Indiana  in  1876, 
brought  him  into  public  notice,  although  he 
was  defeated.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  presidential  canvass  of  1880,  and  was 
chosen  United  States  senator  from  Indiana, 
serving  six  years.  He  then  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1888  he  was 
selected  by  the  Republican  convention  at 
Chicago  as  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and 
after  a  heated  campaign .  was  elected  over 
Cleveland.  He  was  inaugurated  March  4, 
1889,  and  signed  the  McKinley  bill  October 
I,  1890,  perhaps  the  most  distinctive  feature 
of  his  administration.  In  1892  he  was 
again  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party 
for  president,  but  was  defeated  by  Grover 
Cleveland,  the  Democratic  candidate,  and 
again  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  Indian- 
apolis. 

TOHN  CRAIG  HAVEMEYER,  the 
<J  celebrated  merchant  and  sugar  refiner, 
was  born  in  New  York  City  in  1833.  His 
father,  William  F.  Havemeyer,  and  grand- 
father, William  Havemeyer,  were  both  sugar 
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refiners.  The  latter  named  came  from 
Buckeburg,  Germany,  in  1799.  and  settled 
in  New  York,  establishing  one  of  the  first 
refineries  in  that  city.  William  F.  succeeded 
his  father,  and  at  an  early  age  retired  from 
business  with  a  competency.  He  was  three 
times  mayor  of  his  native  city,  New  York. 
John  C.  Havemeyer  was  educated  in 
private  schools,  and  was  prepared  for  college 
at  Columbia  College  grammar  school. 
Owing  to  failing  eyesight  he  was  unable  to 
finish  his  college  course,  and  began  his 
business  career  in  a  wholesale  grocery  store, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1854, 
after  a  year's  travel  abroad,  he  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  the  olBce  work  in  the  sugar 
refinery  of  Havemeyer  &  Molter,  but  two 
years  later  etablished  a  refinery  of  his  own 
in  Brooklyn.  This  afterwards  developed  into 
the  immense  business  of  Havemeyer  &  Elder. 
The  capital  was  furnished  by  his  father, 
and,  chafing  under  the  anxiety  caused  by  the 
use  of  borrowed  money,  he  sold  out  his 
interest  and  returned  to  Havemeyer  & 
Moltcr.  This  firm  dissolving  the  next  year, 
John  C.  declined  an  offer  of  partnership 
from  the  successors,  not  wishing  to  use 
borrowed  money.  For  two  years  he  remain- 
ed with  the  house,  receiving  a  share  of  the 
profits  as  compensation.  For  some  years 
thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  the  commission 
business,  until  failing  health  caused  his 
retirement.  In  1871,  he  again  engaged  in 
the  sugar  refining  business  at  Greenport, 
Long  Island,  with  his  brother  and  another 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Havemeyer 
Brothers  &  Co.  Here  he  remained  until 
1880,  when  his  health  again  declined. 
During  the  greater  part  of  his  life  Mr. 
Havemeyer  was  identified  with  many  benev- 
olent societies,  including  the  New  York 
Port  Society,  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  American  Bible  Society, 


New  York  Sabbath  School  Society  and 
others.  He  was  active  in  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  work  in  New  York, 
and  organized  and  was  the  first  president  of 
an  affiliated  society  of  the  same  at  Yonkers. 
lie  was  director  of  several  railroad  corpo- 
rations and  a  trustee  of  the  Continental  Trust 
Company  of  New  York. 


WALTER  OUINTIN  GRESHAM,  an 
eminent  American  statesman  and 
jurist,  was  born  March  17,  1833,  near  Cory- 
don,  Harrison  county,  Indiana.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  m  the  local  schools  of 
the  county  and  at  Bloomington  Academy, 
although  he  did  not  graduate.  After  leav- 
ing college  he  rsad  law  with  Judge  Porter 
at  Cor3don,  and  just  before  the  war  he  be- 
gan to  take  an  interest  in  politics.  Mr. 
Gresham  was  elected  to  the  legislature  from 
Harrison  county  as  a  Republican;  previous 
to  this  the  district  had  been  represented  by 
a  Democrat.  At  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  he  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  but 
served  in  that  regiment  only  a  short  time, 
when  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Indiana,  and  served  under  General 
Grant  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  as  brigadier- 
general.  Later  he  was  under  Sherman  in 
the  famous  "March  to  the  Sea,"  and  com- 
manded a  division  of  Blair's  corps  at  the 
siege  of  Atlanta  where  he  was  so  badly 
wounded  in  the  leg  that  he  was  compelled 
to  return  home.  On  his  way  home  he  was 
forced  to  stop  at  New  Albany,  where  he  re- 
mained a  year  before  he  was  able  to  leave. 
He  was  brevetted  major-general  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  While  at  New  Albany,  Mr. 
Gresham  was  appointed  state  agent,  his 
duty  being  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  state 
debt  in  New  York,  and  he  ran  twice  for 
congress    against  ex-Speaker  Kerr,  but  was 
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defeated  in  both  cases,  although  he  greatly 
reduced  the  Democratic  majority.  He  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  President  Grant, 
who  offered  him  the  portfolio  of  the  interior 
but  Mr.  Gresham  declined,  but  accepted 
the  appointment  of  United  States  judge  for 
Indiana  to  succeed  David  McDonald. 
Judge  Gresham  served  on  the  United  States 
district  court  bench  until  1883,  when  he 
was  appointed  postmaster-general  by  Presi- 
dent Arthur,  but  held  that  office  only  a  few 
months  when  he  was  made  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  Near  the  end  of  President 
Arthur's  term,  Judge  Gresham  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  United  States  circuit 
court  of  the  district  composed  of  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  contiguous  states,  which  he  held 
until  1893.  Judge  Gresham  was  one  of  the 
presidential  possibilities  in  the  National  Re- 
publican convention  in  1888,  when  General 
Harrison  was  nominated,  and  was  also  men- 
tioned for  president  in  1892.  Later  the 
People's  party  made  a  strenuous  effort  to 
induce  him  to  become  their  candidate  for 
president,  he  refusing  the  offer,  however, 
and  a  few  weeks  before  the  election  he  an- 
nounced that  he  would  support  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, the  Democratic  nominee  for  president. 
Upon  the  election  of  Mr.  Cleveland  in  the 
fall  of  1892,  Judge  Gresham  was  made  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  filled  that  position 
until  his  death  on  May  28,  1895,  ^t  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia. 


ELISHA  B.  ANDREWS,  noted  as  an  ed- 
ucator and  college  president,  was  born 
at  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire,  January  10, 
1844,  his  father  and  mother  being  Erastus 
and  Elmira  (Bartlett)  Andrews.  In  1861, 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment as  private  and  non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery,  and  in    1863   was  promoted  to  the 


rank  of  second  lieutenant.  Returning  home 
he  was  prepared  for  college  at  Powers  In- 
stitute and  at  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  and 
entered  Brown  University.  From  here  he 
was  graduated  in  1870.  For  the  succeeding 
two  years  he  was  principal  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute  at  Suffield,  Connecticut. 
Completing  a  course  at  the  Newton  Theo- 
logical Institute,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  church  at  Beverly,  Massa- 
chusetts, July  2,  1874.  The  following 
year  he  became  president  of  the  Denison 
University,  at  Granville,  Ohio.  In  1879 
he  accepted  the  professorship  of  homiletics, 
pastoral  duties  and  church  polity  at  Newton 
Theological  Institute.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  to  the  chair  of  history  and  political 
economy  at  Brown  University.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Nebraska  honored  him  with  an 
LL.  D.  in  1884,  and  the  same  year  Colby 
University  conferred  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
In  1888  he  became  professor  of  political 
economy  and  public  economy  at  Cornell 
University,  but  the  next  year  returned  to 
Brown  University  as  its  president.  From 
the  time  of  his  inauguration  the  college  work 
broadened  in  many  ways.  Many  timely 
and  generous  donations  from  friends  and 
alumni  of  the  college  were  influenced  by 
him,  and  large  additions  made  to  the  same. 
Professor  Andrews  published,  in  1887, 
"Institutes  of  General  History,"  and  in 
1888,  "  Institutes  of  Economics." 


JOHN  WILLIAM  DRAPER,  the  subject 
of  the  present  biography,  was,  during  his 
life,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  chemists 
and  scientific  writers  in  America.  He  was 
an  Englishman  by  birth,  born  at  Liverpool, 
May  5,  181 1,  and  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  receiving  an  excellent  education, 
graduating  at  the  University  of  London.  In 
1833   he   came   to   the  United    States,  and 
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settled  first  in  Pennsylvania.  He  graduated 
in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  1836,  and  for  three  years  following 
was  professor  of  chemistry  and  physiology 
at  Hampdcn-Sidney  College.  He  then  be- 
came professor  of  chemistry  in  the  New  York 
University,  with  which  institution  he  was 
prominently  connected  for  many  years.  It 
is  stated  on  excellent  authority  that  Pro- 
fessor Draper,  in  1839,  took  the  first  photo- 
graphic picture  ever  taken  from  life.  He 
was  a  great  student,  and  carried  on  many 
important  and  intricate  experiments  along 
scientific  lines.  He  discovered  many  of  the 
fundamental  facts  of  spectrum  analysis, 
which  he  published.  He  published  a  number 
of  works  of  great  merit,  many  of  which  are 
recognized  as  authority  upon  the  subjects  of 
which  they  treat.  Among  his  work  were: 
"Human  Physiology,  Statistical  and  Dyna- 
mical of  the  Conditions  and  Cause  of  Life 
in  Man,"  "History  of  Intellectual  Develop- 
ment of  Europe,"  "  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can Civil  War,"  besides  a  number  of  works 
on  chemistry,  optics  and  mathematics.  Pro- 
fessor Draper  continued  to  hold  a  high  place 
among  the  scientific  scholars  of  .America 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January, 
1882. 

GEORGE  W.  PECK,  ex-governor  of 
the  state  of  Wisconsin  and  a  famous 
journalist  and  humorist,  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son county.  New  York,  September  28,  1840. 
When  he  was  about  three  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Wisconsin,  settling  near 
Whitewater,  where  young  Peck  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools.  At  fifteen 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  "Whitewater 
Register,"  where  he  learned  the  printer's 
art.  He  helped  start  the  "Jefferson  County 
Republican"     later    on,    but    sold    out    his 

interest  therein  and  set  type  in  the  office  of 
n 


the  "State  Journal,"  at  Madison,  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry  as  a  private,  and 
after  serving  four  years  returned  a  second 
lieutenant.  He  then  started  the  "  Ripon 
Representative,"  which  he  sold  not  long 
after,  and  removing  to  New  York,  was  on 
the  staff  of  Mark  Pomeroy's  "Democrat." 
Going  to  La  Crosse,  later,  he  conducted  the 
La  Crosse  branch  paper,  a  half  interest  in 
which  he  bought  in  1874.  He  next  started 
"Peck's  Sun,"  which  four  years  later  he 
removed  to  Milwaukee.  While  in  La 
Crosse  he  was  chief  of  police  one  year,  and 
also  chief  clerk  of  the  Democratic  assembly 
in  1874.  It  was  in  1878  that  Mr.  Peck 
took  his  paper  to  Milwaukee,  and  achieved 
his  first  permanent  success,  the  circulation 
increasing  to  80,000.  For  ten  years  he  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  original,  versa- 
tile and  entertaining  writers  in  the  country, 
and  he  has  delineated  every  phase  of 
country  newspaper  life,  army  life,  domestic 
experience,  travel  and  city  adventure.  Up 
to  1890  Mr.  Peck  took  but  little  part  in 
politics,  but  in  that  year  was  elected  mayor 
of  Milwaukee  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
The  following  August  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Wisconsin  by  a  large  majority, 
the  "Bennett  School  Bill"  figuring  to  a 
large  extent  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Peck,  besides  many  newspaper  arti- 
cles in  his  peculiar  vein  and  numerous  lect- 
ures, bubbling  over  with  fun,  is  known  to 
fame  by  the  following  books:  "Peck's  Bad 
Boy  and  his  Pa,"  and  "The  Grocery  Man 
and  Peck's  Bad  Boy." 


CHARLES  O'CONOR,  who  was  for 
many  years  the  acknowledged  leader 
of  the  legal  profession  of  New  York  City, 
was  also  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
lawyers   America  has  produced.      He  was 
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bom  in  New  York  City  in  1804,  his  father 
being  an  educated  Irish  gentleman.  Charles 
received  a  common-school  education,  and 
early  took  up  the  study  of  law,  being  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  1824.  His  close  ap- 
plication and  untiring  energy  and  industry 
soon  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
profession,  and  within  a  few  years  he  was 
handling  many  of  the  most  important  cases. 
One  of  the  first  great  cases  he  had  and  which 
gained  him  a  wide  reputation,  was  that  of 
"Jack,  the  Fugitive  Slave,"  in  1835,  in  which 
his  masterful  argument  before  the  supreme 
court  attracted  wide  attention  and  com- 
ment. Charles  O'Conor  was  a  Democrat 
all  his  life.  He  did  not  aspire  to  office- 
holding,  however,  and  never  held  any  office 
except  that  of  district  attorney  under  Presi- 
dent Pierce's  administration,  which  he  only 
retained  a  short  time.  He  took  an  active 
interest,  however,  in  public  questions,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  state  (New  York)  con- 
stitutional convention  in  1864.  In  1868  he 
was  nominated  for  the  presidency  by  the 
♦'  Extreme  Democrats."  His  death  occurred 
in  May,  1884, 

SIMON  BOLIVAR  BUCKNER,  a  noted 
American  officer  and  major-general  in 
the  Confederate  army,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1823.  He  graduated  from  West 
Point  Military  Academy  in  1844,  served  in 
the  United  States  infantry  and  was  later  as- 
signed to  commissary  duty  with  the  rank  of 
captain.  He  served  several  years  at  fron- 
tier posts,  and  was  assistant  professor  in  the 
military  academy  in  1846.  He  was  with 
General  Scott  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  en- 
gaged in  all  the  battles  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
the  capture  of  the  Mexican  capital.  He 
was  wounded  at  Cherubusco  and  brevetted 
first  lieutenant,  and  at  Molino  del  Rey  was 
brevetted  captain.      After  the   close   of  the 


Mexican  war  he  returned  to  West  Point  as 
assistant  instructor,  and  was  then  assigned 
to  commissary  duty  at  New  York.  He  re- 
signed in  1855  and  became  superintendent 
of  construction  of  the  Chicago  custom  house. 
He  was  made  adjutant-general,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel,  of  Illinois  militia,  and  was 
colonel  of  Illinois  volunteers  raised  for  the 
Utah  expedition,  but  was  not  mustered  into 
service.  In  i860  he  removed  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  settled  on  a  farm  near  Louisville 
and  became  inspector-general  in  command 
of  the  Kentucky  Home  Guards.  At  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  joined  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  was  given  command  at 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  which  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  after  the  capture  of 
Fort  Henry.  He  then  retired  to  Fort  Don- 
elson,  and  was  there  captured  with  sixteen 
thousand  men,  and  an  immense  store  of  pro- 
visions, by  General  Grant,  in  February, 
1862.  He  was  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
at  Fort  Warren  until  August  of  that  year. 
He  commanded  a  division  of  Hardee's  corps 
in  Bragg's  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was 
afterward  assigned  to  the  third  division  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
and  Murfreesboro.  He  was  with  Kirby 
Smith  when  that  general  surrendered  his 
army  to  General  Canby  in  May,  1865.  He 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  vice- 
presidency  on  the  Gold  Democratic  ticket 
with  Senator  John  M.  Palmer  in  1896. 


SIMON  KENTON,  one  of  the  famous  pio- 
neers and  scouts  whose  names  fill  the 
pages  of  the  early  history  of  our  country, 
was  born  in  Fauquier  county,  Virginia, 
April  3,  1755.  In  consequence  of  an  affray, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  young  Kenton  went 
to  Kentucky,  then  the  *'Dark  and  Bloody 
Ground,"  and  became  associated  with  Dan- 
iel Boone  and  other  pioneers  of  that  region. 
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For  a  short  time  he  acted  as  a  scout  and 
spy  for  Lord  Dunmore,  the  British  governor 
of  Virginia,  but  afterward  taking  the  side 
of  the  strugghng  colonists,  participated  in 
the  war  for  independence  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies.  In  1784  he  returned  to  Virginia, 
but  did  not  remain  there  long,  going  back 
with  his  family  to  Kentucky.  From 
that  time  until  1793  he  participated  in  all 
the  combats  and  battles  of  that  time,  and 
until  "Mad  Anthony"  Wayne  swept  the 
Valley  of  the  Ohio,  and  settled  the  suprem- 
acy of  the  whites  in  that  region.  Kenton 
laid  claim  to  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  new 
country  he  had  helped  to  open  up,  but 
through  ignorance  of  law,  and  the  growing 
value  of  the  land,  lost  it  all  and  was  reduced 
to  poverty.  During  the  war  with  England 
in  1812-15,  Kenton  took  part  in  the  inva- 
sion of  Canada  with  the  Kentucky  troops 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 
He  finally  had  land  granted  him  by  the 
legislature  of  Kentucky,  and  received  a  pen- 
sion from  the  United  States  government. 
He  died  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  April  29, 
1836.  

ELIHU  BENJAMIN  WASHBURNE,  an 
American  statesman  of  eminence,  was 
born  in  Livermore,  Maine,  September  23, 
1 8 16.  He  learned  the  trade  of  printer,  but 
abandoned  that  calling  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een and  entered  the  Kent's  Hill  Academy  at 
Reading,  Maine,  and  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law,  reading  in  Hallowell,  Boston,  and  at 
the  Harvard  Law  School.  He  began  prac- 
tice at  Galena,  Illinois,  in  1840.  He  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1852,  and  represented 
his  district  in  that  body  continuously  until 
March,  1869,  and  at  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment he  had  served  a  greater  number  of 
consecutive  terms  than  any  other  member 
of  the  house.      In  1873  President  Grant  ap- 


pointed him  secretary  of  state,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  to  accept  that  of  minister 
to  France.  During  the  Franco- Prussian 
war,  including  the  siege  of  Paris  and  the 
reign  of  the  Commune,  Mr.  Washburne  re- 
mained at  his  post,  protecting  the  lives  and 
property  of  his  countrymen,  as  well  as  that 
of  other  foreign  residents  in  Paris,  while  the 
ministers  of  all  other  powers  abandoned 
their  posts  at  a  time  when  they  were  most 
needed.  As  far  as  possible  he  e.xtended 
protection  to  unfortunate  German  residents, 
who  were  the  particular  objects  of  hatred  of 
the  populace,  and  his  firmness  and  the  suc- 
cess which  attended  his  efforts  won  the  ad- 
miration of  all  Europe.  Mr.  Washburne 
died  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  October  22,  1887. 


WILLIAM  CRAMP,  one  of    the    most 
extensive  shipbuilders  of  this  coun- 
try, was  born  in  Kensington,  then  a  suburb, 
now  a  part  of  Philadelphia,  in    1806.      He 
received  a  thorough  English  education,  and 
when  he  left   school    was    associated    with 
Samuel   Grice,  one    of    the    most    eminent 
naval  architects  of  his  day.      In  1830,  hav- 
ing mastered  all  the  details  of  shipbuilding, 
Mr.  Cramp  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account.     By  reason  of  ability  and   excel- 
lent work  he  prospered  from  the  start,  until 
now,   in  the  hands  of  his  sons,   under  the 
name  of  William  Cramp  &  Sons'  Ship  and 
Engine  Building  Company,  it  has  become  the 
most  complete  shipbuilding  plant  and  naval 
arsenal  in  the  western  hemisphere,  and  fully 
equal  to  any  in  the  world.      As  Mr.  Cramp's 
sons   attained  manhood  they  learned  their 
father's  profession,  and  were  admitted  to  a 
partnership.      In  1872  the  firm  was  incor- 
porated under  the  title  given  above.      Until 
i860  wood  was  used  in  building  vessels,  al- 
though pace  was  kept  with  all  advances  in 
the  art  of  shipbuilding.      At  the  opening  of 
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the  war  came  an  unexpected  demand  for 
war  vessels,  which  they  promptly  met.  The 
sea-going  ironclad  "New  Ironsides"  was 
built  by  them  in  1862,  followed  by  a  num- 
ber of  formidable  ironclads  and  the  cruiser 
"Chattanooga."  They  subsequently  built 
several  war  vessels  for  the  Russian  and 
other  governments  which  added  to  their 
reputation.  When  the  American  steamship 
line  was  established  in  1870,  the  Cramps 
were  commissioned  to  build  for  it  four  first- 
class  iron  steamships,  the  "Pennsylvania," 
"Ohio,"  "Indiana"  and  "Illinois,"  which 
they  turned  out  in  rapid  order,  some  of  the 
finest  specimens  of  the  naval  architecture  of 
their  day.  William  Cramp  remained  at  the 
head  of  the  great  company  he  had  founded 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  6, 

1879. 

Charles  H.  Cramp,  the  successor  of  his 
father  as  head  of  the  William  Cramp  & 
Sons'  Ship  and  Engine  Building  Company, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia  May  9,  1829,  and 
received  an  excellent  education  in  his  native 
city,  which  he  sedulously  sought  to  sup- 
plement by  close  study  until  he  became 
an  authority  on  general  subjects  and  the 
best  naval  architect  on  the  western  hemis- 
phere. Many  of  the  best  vessels  of  our 
new  navy  were  built  by  this  immense  con- 
cern. 

WASHINGTON  ALLSTON,  probably 
the  greatest  American  painter,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina  in  1779.  He  was 
sent  to  school  at  the  age  of  seven  years  at 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  met  Ed- 
ward Malbone,  two  years  his  senior,  and 
who  later  became  a  pamter  of  note.  The 
friendship  that  sprang  up  between  them  un- 
doubtedly influenced  young  Allston  in  the 
choice  of  a  profession.  He  graduated  from 
Harvard   in   1800,  and  went  to  England  the 


following  year,  after  pursuing  his  studies  for 
a  year  under  his  friend  Malbone  at  his  home 
in  South  Carolina.  He  became  a  student 
at  the  Royal  Academy  where  the  great 
American,  Benjamin  West,  presided,  and 
who  became  his  intimate  friend,  Allston 
later  went  to  Paris,  and  then  to  Italy,  where 
four  years  were  spent,  mostly  at  Rome.  In 
1809  he  returned  to  America,  but  soon  after 
returned  to  London,  having  married  in  the 
meantime  a  sister  of  Dr.  Channing.  In 
a  short  time  his  first  great  work  appeared, 
"The  Dead  Man  Restored  to  Life  by  the 
Bones  of  Elisha,"  which  took  the  British 
Association  prize  and  firmly  established  his 
reputation.  Other  paintings  followed  in 
quick  succession,  the  greatest  among  which 
were  "Uriel  in  the  Center  of  the  Sun," 
"Saint  Peter  Liberated  by  the  Angel,"  and 
"Jacob's  Dream,"  supplemented  by  many 
smaller  pieces.  Hard  work,  and  grief  at  the 
death  of  his  wife  began  to  tell  upon  his  health, 
and  he  left  London  in  18 18  for  America. 
The  same  year  he  was  elected  an  associate 
of  the  Royal  Academy.  During  the  next 
few  years  he  painted  "Jeremiah,"  "Witch 
ofEndor,"  and  "Beatrice."  In  1830  Alls- 
ton  married  a  daughter  of  Judge  Dana,  and 
went  to  Cambridge,  which  was  his  home 
until  his  death.  Here  he  produced  the 
"Vision  of  the  Bloody  Hand,"  "Rosalie," 
and  many  less  noted  pieces,  and  had  given 
one  week  of  labor  to  his  unfinished  master- 
piece, "Belshazzar's  Feast,"  when  death 
ended  his  career  July  9,  1843. 


JOHN  ROACH,  ship  builder  and  manu- 
facturer, whose  career  was  a  marvel  of. 
industrial  labor,  and  who  impressed  his  in- 
dividuality and  genius  upon  the  times  in 
which  he  lived  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  manufacturer  in  America.  He  was 
born    at    Mitchelstown,    County  Cork,   Ire- 
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land,  December  25,  181 5,  the  son  of  a 
wealthy  merchant.  He  attended  school 
until  he  was  thirteen,  when  his  father  be- 
came financially  embarrassed  and  failed 
and  shortly  after  died;  John  determined  to 
come  to  America  and  carve  out  a  fortune 
for  himself.  He  landed  in  New  York  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  and  soon  obtained  employ- 
ment at  the  Howell  Iron  Works  in  New  Jer- 
sey, at  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  He  soon 
made  himself  a  place  in  the  world,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  years  had  saved  some 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  which  he  lost  by 
the  failure  of  his  employer,  in  whose  hands 
it  was  left.  Returning  to  New  York  he 
began  to  learn  how  to  make  castings  for 
marine  engines  and  ship  work.  Having 
again  accumulated  one  thousand  dollars,  in 
company  with  three  fellow  workmen,  he 
purchased  a  small  foundry  in  New  York, 
but  soon  became  sole  proprietor.  At  the 
end  of  four  years  he  had  saved  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  besides  enlarging  his  works. 
In  1856  his  works  were  destroyed  by  a 
boiler  explosion,  and  being  unable  to  collect 
tha  insurance,  was  left,  after  paying  his 
debts,  without  a  dollar.  However,  his 
credit  and  reputation  for  integrity  was  good, 
and  he  built  the  Etna  Iron  Works,  giving  it 
capacity  to  construct  larger  marine  engines 
than  any  previously  built  in  this  country. 
Here  he  turned  out  immense  engines  for 
the  steam  ram  Dunderberg,  for  the  war  ves- 
sels Winooski  and  Neshaning,  and  other 
large  vessels.  To  accommodate  his  increas- 
ing business,  Mr.  Roach,  in  1869,  pur- 
chased the  Morgan  Iron  Works,  one  of  the 
largest  in  New  York,  and  shortly  after  sev- 
eral others.  In  1871  he  bought  the  Ches- 
ter ship  yards,  which  he  added  to  largely, 
erecting  a  rolling  mill  and  blast  furnace,  and 
providing  every  facility  for  building  a  ship 
out  of  the  ore  and   timber.      This  immense 


plant  covered  a  large  area,  was  valued  at 
several  millions  of  dollars,  and  was  known 
as  the  Delaware  River  Iron  Shipbuilding 
and  Engine  Works,  of  which  Mr.  Roach 
was  the  principal  owner.  He  built  a  large 
percentage  of  the  iron  vessels  now  flying 
the  American  flag,  the  bulk  of  his  business 
being  for  private  parties.  In  1875  he  built 
the  sectional  dry  docks  at  Pensacola.  He, 
about  this  time,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
government  to  the  use  of  compound  marine 
engines,  and  thus  was  the  means  of  im- 
proving the  speed  and  economy  of  the  ves- 
sels of  our  new  navy.  In  1883  Mr.  Roach 
commenced  work  on  the  three  cruisers  for 
the  government,  the  "Chicago,"  "Boston" 
and  ''Atlanta,"  and  the  dispatch  boat 
"  Dolphin."  For  some  cause  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  refused  to  receive  the  latter  and 
decided  that  Mr.  Roach's  contract  would 
not  hold.  This  embarrassed  Mr.  Roach, 
as  a  large  amount  of  his  capital  was  in- 
volved in  these  contracts,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  bondsmen  and  creditors,  July  iS, 
1885,  he  made  an  assignment,  but  the 
financial  trouble  broke  down  his  strong  con- 
stitution, and  January  10,  1887,  he  died. 
His  son,  John  B.  Roach,  succeeded  to  the 
shipbuilding  interests,  while  Stephen  W. 
Roach  inherited  the  Morgan  Iron  Works  at 
New  York. 

JOHN  SINGLETON  COPLEY,  one  of 
<J  the  two  great  painters  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  true  American  art,  was  born 
in  Boston  in  1737,  one  year  earlier  than  his 
great  contemporary,  Benjamin  West.  His 
education  was  limited  to  the  common  schools 
of  that  time,  and  his  training  in  art  he  ob- 
tained by  his  own  observation  and  experi- 
ments solely.  When  he  was  about  seven- 
teen years  old  he  had  mapped  out  his  future, 
however,  by  choosing  painting  as  his  pro- 
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fession.  If  he  ever  studied  under  any 
teacher  in  his  early  efforts,  we  have  no  au- 
thentic account  of  it,  and  tradition  credits 
the  young  artist's  wonderful  success  en- 
tirely to  his  own  talent  and  untiring  effort. 
It  is  almost  incredible  that  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  his  income  from  his 
works  aggregated  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  a  very  great  sum  in  those  days. 
In  1774  he  went  to  Europe  in  search  of  ma- 
terial for  study,  which  was  so  rare  in  his 
native  land.  After  some  time  spent  in  Italy 
he  finally  took  up  his  permanent  residence 
in  England.  In  1783  he  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Academy,  and  later  his 
son  had  the  high  honor  of  becoming  lord 
chancellor  of  England  and  Lord  Lyndhurst. 
Many  specimens  of  Copley's  work  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Memorial  Hall  at  Harvard 
and  in  the  Boston  Museum,  as  well  as  a  few 
of  the  works  upon  which  he  modeled  his 
style.  Copley  was  essentially  a  portrait 
painter,  though  his  historical  paintings  at- 
tained great  celebrity,  his  masterpiece 
being  his  "  Death  of  Major  Pierson,"  though 
that  distinction  has  by  some  been  given  to 
his  "Death  of  Chatham."  It  is  said  that 
he  never  saw  a  good  picture  until  he  was 
thirty-five  years  old,  yet  his  portraits  prior 
to  that  period  are  regarded  as  rare  speci- 
mens.     He  died  in  181 5. 


HENRY  B.  PLANT,  one  of  the  greatest 
railroad  men  of  the  country,  became 
famous  as  president  of  the  Plant  system  of 
railway  and  steamer  lines,  and  also  the 
Southern  &  Texas  Express  Co.  He  was 
born  in  October,  18 19,  at  Branford, 
Connecticut,  and  entered  the  railroad  serv- 
ice in  1844,  serving  as  express  messenger 
on  the  Hartford  &  New  Haven  Railroad  until 
1853,  during  which  time  he  had  entire 
charge  of  the  expr^^ss-  business  of  that  road. 


He  went  south  in  1853  and  established  ex- 
press lines  on  various  southern  railways,  and 
in  1 86 1  organized  the  Southern  Express 
Co.,  and  became  its  president.  In  1879  he 
purchased,  with  others,  the  Atlantic  &  Gulf 
Railroad  of  Georgia,  and  later  reorganized 
the  Savannah,  Florida  &  Western  Railroad, 
of  which  he  became  president.  He  pur- 
chased and  rebuilt,  in  1880,  the  Savannah 
&  Charleston  Railroad,  now  Charleston  & 
Savannah.  Not  long  after  this  he  organ- 
ized the  Plant  Investment  Co.,  to  control 
these  railroads  and  advance  their  interests 
generally,  and  later  established  a  steamboat 
line  on  the  St.  John's  river,  in  Florida. 
From  1853  until  i860  he  was  general 
superintendent  of  the  southern  division  of 
the  Adams  Express  Co.,  and  in  1867  be- 
came president  of  the  Texas  Express  Co. 
The  "Plant  system"  of  railway,  steamer 
and  steamship  lines  is  one  of  the  greatest 
business  corporations  of  the  southern  states. 


WADE  HAMPTON,  a  noted  Confeder- 
ate officer,  was  born  at  Columbia, 
South  Carolina,  in  18 18.  He  graduated 
from  the  South  Carolina  College,  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  was  twice  elected 
to  the  legislature  of  his  state.  In  1861  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  and  command- 
ed the  "  Hampton  Legion  "  at  the  first  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run,  in  July,  1861.  He  did 
meritorious  service,  was  wounded,  and  pro- 
moted to  brigadier-general.  He  command- 
ed a  brigade  at  Seven  Pines,  in  1862,  and 
was  again  wounded.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Antietam  in  September  of  the 
same  year,  and  participated  in  the  raid  into 
Pennsylvania  in  October.  In  1863  he  was 
with  Lee  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  was 
wounded  for  the  third  time.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  and 
commanded    a   troop    of   cavalry   in    Lee's 
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army  during  1864,  and  was  in  numerous  en- 
gagements. In  1865  he  was  in  South  Car- 
ohna,  and  commanded  the  cavalry  rear 
guard  of  the  Confederate  army  in  its  stub- 
born retreat  before  General  Sherman  on  his 
advance  toward  Richmond. 

After  the  war  Hampton  took  an  active 
part  in  politics,  and  was  a  prominent  figure 
at  the  Democratic  national  convention  in 
1868,  which  nominated  Seymour  and  Blair 
for  president  and  vice-president.  He  was 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  United  States  senate  in  1879, 
where  he  became  a  conspicuous  figure  in 
national  affairs. 


NIKOLA  TESLA,  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated electricians  America  has  known, 
was  born  in  1857,  at  Smiljau,  Lika,  Servia. 
He  descended  from  an  old  and  representative 
family  of  that  country.  His  father  was  a 
a  minister  of  the  Greek  church,  of  high  rank, 
while  his  mother  was  a  woman  of  remarka- 
ble skill  in  the  construction  of  looms,  churns 
and  the  machinery  required  in  a  rural  home. 
Nikola  received  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Gospich,  when  he  was 
sent  to  the  higher  "Real  Schule  "  at  Karl- 
stadt,  where,  after  a  three  years'  course, 
he  graduated  in  1873.  He  devoted  him- 
self to  experiments  in  electricity  and 
magnetism,  to  the  chagrin  of  his  father, 
who  had  destined  him  for  the  ministry, 
but  giving  way  to  the  boy's  evident  genius 
he  was  allowed  to  continue  his  studies  in 
the  polytechnic  school  at  Gratz.  He  in- 
herited a  wonderful  intuition  which  enabled 
him  to  see  through  the  intricacies  of  ma- 
chinery, and  despite  his  instructor's  demon- 
stration that  a  dynamo  could  not  be  oper- 
ated without  commutators  or  brushes, 
began  experiments  which  finally  resulted  in 
his  rotating  field  motors.      After  the  study 


of  languages  at  Prague  and  Buda-Pesth,  he 
became  associated  with  M.  Puskas,  who 
had  introduced  the  telephone  into  Hungary. 
He  invented  several  improvements,  but 
being  unable  to  reap  the  necessary  benefit 
from  them,  he,  in  search  of  a  wider  field, 
went  to  Paris,  where  he  found  employment 
with  one  of  the  electric  lighting  companies 
as  electrical  engineer.  Soon  he  set  his  face 
westward,  and  coming  to  the  United  States 
for  a  time  found  congenial  employment  wh;h 
Thomas  A.  Edison.  Finding  it  impossible, 
overshadowed  as  he  was,  to  carry  out  his 
own  ideas  he  left  the  Edison  works  to  join 
a  company  formed  to  place  his  own  inven- 
tions on  the  market.  He  perfected  his 
rotary  field  principle,  adapting  it  to  circuits 
then  in  operation.  It  is  said  of  him  that 
some  of  his  proved  theories  will  change  the 
entire  electrical  science.  It  would,  in  an 
article  of  this  length,  be  impossible  to  ex- 
plain all  that  Tesla  accomplished  for  the 
practical  side  of  electrical  engineering. 
His  discoveries  formed  the  basis  of  the  at- 
tempt to  utilize  the  water  power  of  Niagara 
Falls.  His  work  ranges  far  beyond  the 
vast  department  of  polyphase  currents  and 
high  potential  lighting  and  includes  many 
inventions  in  arc  lighting,  transformers, 
pyro  and  thermo-magnetic  motors,  new 
forms  of  incandescent  lamps,  unipolar  dyna- 
mos and  many  others. 


CHARLES  B.  LEWIS  won  fame  as  an 
American  humorist  under  the  name  of 
"M.  Quad."  It  is  said  he  owes  his 
celebrity  originally  to  the  fact  that  he  was 
once  mixed  up  in  a  boiler  explosion  on  the 
Ohio  river,  and  the  impressions  he  received 
from  the  event  he  set  up  from  his  case  when 
he  was  in  the  composing  room  of  an  ob- 
scure Michigan  paper.  His  style  possesses  a 
peculiar  quaintness,  and  there  runs  through 
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it  a  vein  of  philosophy.  Mr.  Lewis  was 
born  in  1844,  near  a  town  called  Liverpool, 
Ohio.  He  was,  however,  raised  in  Lansing, 
Michigan,  where  he  spent  a  year  in  an  agri- 
cultural college,  going  from  there  to  the 
composing  room  of  the  "Lansing  Demo- 
crat." At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed in  the  service,  remained  during  the 
entire  war,  and  then  returned  to  Lansing. 
The  explosion  of  the  boiler  that  "blew  him 
into  fame,"  took  place  two  years  later,  while 
he  was  on  his  way  south.  When  he  re- 
covered physically,  he  brought  suit  for  dam- 
ages against  the  steamboat  company,  v.'hich 
he  gained,  and  was  awarded  a  verdict  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  for  injuries  re- 
ceived. It  was  while  he  was  employed  by 
the  "Jacksonian"  of  Pontiac,  Mich., that  he 
set  up  his  account  of  how  he  felt  while  being 
blown  up.  He  says  that  he  signed  it  "M 
Quad,"  because  "a  bourgeoise  em  quad  is 
useless  except  in  its  own  line — it  won't 
justify  with  any  other  type."  Soon  after, 
because  of  the  celebrity  he  attained  by  this 
screed,  Mr.  Lewis  secured  a  place  on  the 
staff  of  the  "  Detroit  Free  Press,"  and  made 
for  that  paper  a  wide  reputation.  His 
sketches  of  the  "Lime  Kiln  Club"  and 
"  Brudder  Gardner  "  are  perhaps  the  best 
known  of  his  humorous  writings. 


HIRAM  S.  MAXIM,  the  famous  inventor, 
was  born  in  Sangersville,  Maine, 
February  5,  1840,  the  son  of  Isaac  W. 
and  Harriet  B.  Maxim.  The  town  of  his 
birth  was  but  a  small  place,  in  the 
woods,  on  the  confines  of  civilization, 
and  the  family  endured  many  hardships. 
They  were  without  means  and  entirely 
dependent  on  themselves  to  make  out  of 
raw  materials  all  they  needed.  The  mother 
was  an  expert  spinner,  weaver,  dyer  and 
seamstress  and  the  father  a  trapper,  tanner, 


miller,  blacksmith,  carpenter,  mason  and 
farmer.  Amid  such  surroundings  young 
Maxim  gave  early  promise  of  remarkable 
aptitude.  With  the  universal  Yankee  jack- 
knife  the  products  of  his  skill  excited  the 
wonder  and  interest  of  the  locality.  His 
parents  did  not  encourage  his  latent  genius 
but  apprenticed  him  to  a  coach  builder. 
Four  years  he  labored  at  this  uncongenial 
trade  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  forsook 
it  and  entered  a  machine  shop  at  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts.  Soon  mastering  the  details 
of  that  business  and  that  of  mechanical 
drawing,  he  went  to  Boston  as  the  foreman 
of  the  philosophical  instrument  manufactory. 
From  thence  he  went  to  New  York  and  wdth 
the  Novelty  Iron  Works  Shipbuilding  Co. 
he  gained  experience  in  those  trades.  His 
inventions  up  to  this  time  consisted  of 
improvements  in  steam  engines,  and  an 
automatic  gas  machine,  which  came  into 
general  use.  In  1877  he  turned  his  attention 
to  electricity,  and  in  1878  produced  an 
incandescent  lamp,  that  would  burn  1,000 
hours.  He  was  the  first  to  design  a  process 
for  flashing  electric  carbons,  and  the  first 
to  "standardize"  carbons  for  electric  light- 
ing. In  1880  he  visited  Europe  and  exhibit- 
ing, at  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1881,  a  self- 
regulating  machine,  was  decorated  with  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  In  1883  he  returned  to 
London  as  the  European  representative  of  the 
United  States  Electric  Light  Co.  An  incident 
of  his  boyhood,  in  which  the  recoil  of  a  rifle 
was  noticed  by  him,  and  the  apparent  loss 
of  power  shown,  in  i_88i-2  prompted  the 
invention  of  a  gun  which  utilizes  the  recoil  to 
automatically  load  and  fire  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  shots  per  minute.  The  Maxim- 
Nordenfelt  Gun  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  nine 
million  dollars,  grew  from  this.  In  1883  he 
patented  his  electric  training  gear  for  large 
guns.     And  later  turned  his  attention  to  fly- 
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ing  machines,  which  he  claimed  were  not  an 
impossibility.  He  took  out  over  one  hundred 
patents  for  smokeless  gunpowder,  and  for  pe- 
troleum and  other  motors  and  autocycles. 


JOHN  DAVISON  ROCKEFELLER, 
one  of  America's  very  greatest  financiers 
and  philanthropists,  was  born  in  Richford, 
Tioga  county.  New  York,  July  8,  1839.  He 
received  a  common-school  education  in  his 
native  place,  and  in  1853,  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he  entered  the 
high  school  of  that  city.  After  a  two-years' 
course  of  diligent  work,  he  entered  the  com- 
mission and  forwarding  house  of  Hewitt  & 
Tuttle,  of  Cleveland,  remaining  with  the 
firm  some  years,  and  then  began  business 
for  himself,  forming  a  partnership  with 
Morris  B.  Clark.  Mr.  Rockefeller  was  then 
but  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  during  the 
year  i860,  in  connection  with  others,  they 
started  the  oil  refining  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Andrews,  Clark  &  Co.  Mr. 
Rockefeller  and  Mr.  Andrews  purchased  the 
interest  of  their  associates,  and,  after  taking 
William  Rockefeller  into  the  firm, established 
offices  in  Cleveland  under  the  name  of 
William  Rockefeller  &  Co.  Shortly  after 
this  the  house  of  Rockefeller  &  Co.  was  es- 
tablished in  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  a  market  for  their  products, -and  two 
years  later  all  the  refining  companies  were 
consolidated  under  the  firm  name  of  Rocke- 
feller, Andrews  &  Flagler.  This  firm  was 
succeeded  in  1870  by  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  Ohio,  said  to  be  the  most 
gigantic  business  corporation  of  modern 
times.  John  D.  Rockefeller's  fortune  has 
been  variously  estimated  at  from  one  hun- 
dred million  to  two  hundred  million  dollars. 
Mr.  Rockefeller's  philanthropy  mani- 
fested itself  principally  through  the  American 
Baptist  Educational  Society.     He  donated 


the  building  for  the  Spelman  Institute  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  a  school  for  the  instruction 
of  negroes.  His  other  gifts  were  to  the 
University  of  Rochester,  Cook  Academy, 
Peddie  Institute,  and  Vassar  College,  be- 
sides smaller  gifts  to  many  institutions 
throughout  the  country.  His  princely  do- 
nations, however,  were  to  the  University  of 
Chicago.  His  first  gift  to  this  institution 
was  a  conditional  offer  of  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  1889,  and  when  this  amount 
was  paid  he  added  one  million  more.  Dur- 
ing 1892  he  made  it  two  gifts  of  one  million 
each,  and  all  told,  his  donations  to  this  one 
institution  aggregated  between  seven  and 
eight  millions  of  dollars. 


JOHN  M.  PALMER.— For  over  a  third 
U  of  a  century  this  gentleman  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  the  political  world,  both 
in  the  state  of  Illinois  and  on  the  broader 
platform  of  national  issues. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  born  at  Eagle  Creek, 
Scott  county,  Kentucky,  September  13, 
18 1 7.  The  family  subsequently  removed 
to  Christian  county,  in  the  same  state,  where 
he  acquired  a  common-school  education,  and 
made  his  home  until  1831.  His  father  was 
opposed  to  slavery,  and  in  the  latter  year 
removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  near  Alton. 
In  1834  John  entered  Alton  College,  or- 
ganized on  the  manual-labor  plan,  but  his 
funds  failing,  abandoned  it  and  entered  a 
cooper  shop.  He  subsequently  was  en- 
gaged in  peddling,  and  teaching  a  district 
school  near  Canton.  In  1838  he  began  the 
study  of  law,  and  the  following  year  re- 
moved to  Carlinville,  where,  in  December  of 
that  year,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
was  shortly  after  defeated  for  county  clerk. 
In  1843  he  was  elected  probate  judge.  In 
the  constitutional  convention  of  1847,  Mr. 
Palmer  was  a  delegate,  and  from  1849  to 
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1 85 1  he  was  county  judge.  In  1852  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  state  senate,  but  not 
being  with  his  party  on  the  slavery  question 
he  resigned  that  office  in  1854.  In  1856 
Mr.  Palmer  was  chairman  of  the  first  Re- 
publican state  convention  held  in  Illinois, 
and  the  same  year  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national  convention.  In  i860  he  was  an 
■elector  on  the  Lincoln  ticket,  and  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  entered  the  service 
as  colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, but  was  shortly  after  brevetted  brigadier- 
general.  In  August,  1862,  he  organized 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  but  in  September  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  first  division  of 
the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  afterward  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general.  In 
1865  he  was  assigned  to  the  military  ad- 
ministration in  Kentucky.  In  1867  General 
Pplmer  was  elected  governor  of  Illinois  and 
served  four  years.  In  1872  he  went  with 
the  Liberal  Republicans,  who  supported 
Horace  Greeley,  after  which  time  he  was 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  United  States  senator 
from  Illinois,  and  served  as  such  for  six 
years.  In  1896,  on  the  adoption  of  the  sil- 
ver plank  in  the  platform  of  the  Democratic 
party,  General  Palmer  consented  to  lead, 
as  presidential  candidate,  the  National  Dem- 
ocrats, or  Gold  Democracy. 


WILLIAM  H.  BEARD,  the  humorist 
among  American  painters,  was  born 
at  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  1821.  His  father, 
James  H.  Beard,  was  also  a  painter  of  na- 
tional reputation.  William  H.  Beard  be- 
gan his  career  as  a  traveling  portrait 
painter.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  New 
York,  and  later  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  achieved  reputation.     He  then    went  to 


Italy  and  after  a  short  stay  returned  to  New 
York  and  opened  a  studio.  One  of  his 
earliest  paintings  was  a  small  picture  called 
"Cat  and  Kittens,"  which  was  placed  in 
the  National  Academy  on  exhibition.  Among 
his  best  productions  are  "Raining  Cats  and 
Dogs,"  "The  Dance  of  Silenus,"  "Bears 
on  a  Bender,"  "Bulls  and  Bears,"  "  Whoo!" 
"  Grimalkin's  Dream,"  *♦  Little  Red  Riding 
Hood,"  "The  Guardian  of  the  Flag."  His 
animal  pictures  convey  the  most  ludicrous 
and  satirical  ideas,  and  the  intelligent, 
human  expression  in  their  faces  is  most 
comical.  Some  artists  and  critics  have  re- 
fused to  give  Mr.  Beard  a  place  among  the 
first  circles  in  art,  solely  on  account  of  the 
class  of  subjects  he  has  chosen. 


WW.  CORCORAN,  the  noted  philan- 
throphist,  was  born  at  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia,  December  27,  1798. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  entered  the 
banking  business  in  Washington,  and  in 
time  became  very  wealthy.  He  was 
noted  for  his  magnificent  donations  to  char- 
ity. Oak  Hill  cemetery  was  donated  to 
Georgetown  in  1847,  and  ten  years  later  the 
Corcoran  Art  Gallery,  Temple  of  Art,  was 
presented  to  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
uncompleted  building  was  utilized  by  the 
government  as  quartermaster's  headquar- 
ters during  the  war.  The  building  was 
completed  after  the  war  at  a  cost  of  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  dollars,  all  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Corcoran.  The  Louise  Home  for  Women 
is  another  noble  charity  to  his  credit.  Its 
object  is  the  care  of  women  of  gentle  breed- 
ing who  in  declining  years  are  without 
means  of  support.  In  addition  to  this  he 
gave  liberally  to  many  worthy  institutions 
of  learning  and  charity.  He  died  at  Wash- 
ington February  24,  1888. 
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ALFjERT  BIERSTADT,  the  noted  paint- 
er of  American  landscape,  was  born  in 
Dusseldorf,  Germany,  in  1829,  and  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  He  received  his  early 
education  here,  but  returned  to  Dusseldorf 
to  study  painting,  and  also  went  to  Rome. 
On  his  return  to  America  he  accompanied 
Lander's  expedition  across  the  continent,  in 
1858,  and  soon  after  produced  his  most 
popular  work,  "The  Rocky  Mountains — 
Lander's  Peak. "  Its  boldness  and  grandeur 
were  so  unusual  that  it  made  him  famous. 
The  picture  sold  for  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars.  In  1867  Mr.  Bierstadt  went  to 
Europe,  Avith  a  government  commission, 
and  gathered  materials  for  his  great  historic- 
al work,  "Discovery  of  the  North  River 
by  Hendrik  Hudson."  Others  of  his  great 
works  were  "Storm  in  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains," "Valley  of  the  Yosemite,"  "North 
Fork  of  the  Platte,"  "Diamond  Pool," 
"Mount  Hood,"  "Mount  Rosalie,"  and 
"The  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains."  His 
"Estes  Park"  sold  for  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  and  "Mount  Rosalie"  brought 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  His  smaller 
Rocky  mountain  scenes,  however,  are  vast- 
ly superior  to  his  larger  works  in  execution 
and  coloring. 


ADDISON  CAMMACK.  a  famous  mill- 
ionaire Wall  street  speculator,  was 
born  in  Kentucky.  When  sixteen  years  old 
he  ran  away  from  home  and  went  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  went  to  work  in  a  ship- 
ping house.  He  outlived  and  outworked 
all  the  partners,  and  became  the  head  of  the 
firm  before  the  opening  of  the  war.  At 
that  time  he  htted  out  small  vessels  and  en- 
gaged m  running  the  blockade  of  southern 
ports  and  carrymg  ammunition,  merchan- 
dise,  etc.,   to   the    southern    people.      This 


made  him  a  fortune.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  quit  business  and  went  to  New 
York.  For  two  years  he  did  not  enter  any 
active  business,  but  seemed  to  be  simply  an 
on-looker  in  the  great  speculative  center  of 
America.  He  was  observing  keenly  the 
methods  and  financial  machinery,  however, 
and  when,  in  1867,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  the  popular  Charles  J.  Osborne,  the 
firm  began  to  prosper.  He  never  had  an 
oiftce  on  the  street,  but  wandered  into  the 
various  brokers'  offices  and  placed  his  orders 
as  he  saw  fit.  In  1873  he  dissolved  his 
partnership  with  Osborne  and  operated 
alone.  He  joined  a  band  of  speculative 
conspirators  known  as  the  "Twenty-third 
party,"  and  was  the  ruling  spirit  in  that  or- 
ganization for  the  control  of  the  stock  mar- 
ket. He  v/as  always  on  the  "bear  "side  and 
the  only  serious  obstacle  he  ever  encoun- 
tered was  the  persistent  boom  in  industrial 
stocks,  particularly  sugar,  engineered  by 
James  R.  Keane.  Mr.  Cammack  fought 
Keane  for  two  years,  and  during  the  time  is 
said  to  have  lost  no  less  than  two  million 
dollars  before  he  abandoned  the  fight. 


WALT.  WHITMAN.— Foremost  among 
the  lesser  poets  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  gentleman  whose 
name  adorns  the  head  of  this  article  takes 
a  conspicuous  place. 

Whitman  was  born  at  West  Hills,  Long 
Island,  New  York,  May  13,  1809.  In  the 
schools  of  Brooklyn  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  education,  and  early  in  life  learned  the 
printer's  trade.  For  a  time  he  taught  coun- 
try schools  in  his  native  state.  In  1846-7 
he  was  editor  of  the  "Brooklyn  Eagle," 
but  in  1848-9  was  on  the  editorial  staff  of 
the  "Crescent,"  of  New  Orleans.  He 
made  an  extended  tour  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  returned  to 
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Brooklyn,  where,  in  1850,  he  pubhshed  the 
' '  Freeman.  "  For  some  years  succeeding 
this  he  was  engaged  as  carpenter  and  builder. 
During  the  Civil  war.  Whitman  acted  as 
a  volunteer  nurse  in  the  hospitals  at 
Washington  and  vicinity  and  from  the  close 
of  hostilities  until  1873  he  was  employed 
in  various  clerkships  in  the  government 
offices  in  the  nation's  capital.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  as  a 
result  of  his  labors  in  the  hospital,  it  is 
said,  and  being  partially  disabled  lived  for 
many  years  at  Camden,    New  Jersey. 

The  first  edition  of  the  work  which  was 
to  bring  him  fame,  "Leaves  of  Grass,"  was 
published  in  1855  and  was  but  a  small 
volume  of  about  ninety-four  pages.  Seven 
or  eight  editions  of  "Leaves  of  Grass"  have 
been  issued,  each  enlarged  and  enriched  with 
new  poems.  "Drum  Taps,"  at  first  a 
separate  publication,  has  been  incorporated 
with  the  others.  This  volume  and  one 
prose  writing  entitled  "  Specimen  Days  and 
Collect,"  constituted  his  whole  work. 

Walt.  Whitman  died  at  Camden,  New 
Jersey,  March  26,  1892. 


HENRY  DUPONT,  who  became  cele- 
brated as  America's  greatest  manufact- 
urer of  gunpowder,  was  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware, born  August  8,  18 12.  He  received 
his  education  in  its  higher  branches  at  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  from  which  he  graduated  and  entered 
the  army  as  second  lieutenant  of  artillery  in 
1833.  In  1834  he  resigned  and  became 
proprietor  of  the  extensive  gunpowder 
manufacturing  plant  that  bears  his  name, 
near  Wilmington,  Delaware.  His  large 
business  interests  interfered  with  his  tak- 
ing any  active  participation  in  political 
life,  although  for  many  years  he  served 
as  adjutant-general  of  his  native  state,  and 


during  the  war  as  major-general  command- 
ing the  Home  Guards.  He  died  August  8, 
1889.  His  son,  Henry  A.  Dupont,  also  was 
a  native  of  Delaware,  and  was  born  July  30, 
1838.  After  graduating  from  West  Point 
in  1 86 1,  he  entered  the  army  as  second 
lieutenant  of  engineers.  Shortly  after  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Artillery  as  first 
lieutenant.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  captain  in  1864,  serving  in  camp  and 
garrison  most  of  the  time.  He  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  battery  in  the  campaign  of 
1863-4.  As  chief  of  artillery  of  the  army  of 
West  Virginia,  he  figured  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  in  the  battles  of  Opequan, 
Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  besides 
many  minor  engagements.  He  afterward 
acted  as  instructor  in  the  artillery  school  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  on  special  duty  at 
West  Point.  He  resigned  from  the  army 
March  i,  1875. 


WILLIAM  DEERING,  one  of  the  fa- 
mous manufacturers  of  America,  and 
also  a  philanthropist  and  patron  of  educa- 
tion, was  born  in  Maine  in  1826.  His  an-- 
cestors  were  English,  having  settled  in  New 
England  in  1634.  Early  in  life  it  was  Will- 
iam's intention  to  become  a  physician,  and 
after  completing  his  common-school  educa- 
tion, when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he 
began  an  apprenticeship  with  a  physician. 
A  short  time  later,  however,  at  the  request 
of  his  father,  he  took  charge  of  his  father's 
business  interests,  which  included  a  woolen 
mill,  retail  store  and  grist  mill,  after  which 
he  became  agent  for  a  dry  goods  commission 
house  in  Portland,  where  he  was  married. 
Later  he  became  partner  in  the  firm,  and 
removed  to  New  York.  The  business  pros- 
pered, and  after  a  number  of  years,  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health,  Mr.  Deering  sold  his 
interest  to  his  partner,  a  Mr.  Milner.      The 
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business  has  since  made  Mr.  Milner  a  mill- 
ionaire many  times  over.  A  few  years 
later  Mr.  Deering  located  in  Chicago.  His 
beginning  in  the  manufacture  of  reapers, 
which  has  since  made  his  name  famous, 
was  somewhat  of  an  accident.  He  had 
loaned  money  to  a  man  in  that  business, 
and  in  1878  was  compelled  to  buy  out  the 
business  to  protect  his  interests.  The  busi- 
ness developed  rapidly  and  grew  to  immense 
proportions.  The  factories  now  cover  sixty- 
two  acres  of  ground  and  employ  many  thou- 
sands of  men. 


JOHN  McAllister  schofield,  an 
American  general,  was  born  in  Chautau- 
qua county,  New  York,  September  29,  1831. 
He  graduated  at  West  Point  in  1853,  and 
was  for  five  years  assistant  professor  of  nat- 
ural philosophy  in  that  institution.  In  1861 
he  entered  the  volunteer  service  as  major  of 
the  First  Missouri  Volunteers,  and  was  ap- 
pointed chief  of  staf?  by  General  Lyon,  under 
whom  he  fought  at  the  battle  of  Wilson's 
Creek.  In  November,  1861,  he  was  ap- 
pointed brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  and 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  Missouri 
militia  until  November,  1862,  and  of  the 
army  of  the  frontier  from  that  time  until 
1863.  In  1862  he  was  made  major-general 
of  volunteers,  and  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  in  1864 
of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio.  During  the 
campaign  through  Georgia  General  Scho- 
field was  in  command  of  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  and  was  engaged  in  most  of  the 
fighting  of  that  famous  campaign.  Novem- 
ber 30,  1864,  he  defeated  Hood's  army  at 
Franklin,  Tennessee,  and  then  joined  Gen- 
eral Thomas  at  Nashville.  He  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville,  where  Hood's  army 
was  destroyed.  In  January,  1865,  he  led 
his   corps    into    North    Carolina,    captured 


Wilmington,  fought  the  battle  of  Kingston, 
and  joined  General  Sherman  at  Goldsboro 
March  22,  1865.  He  executed  the  details 
of  the  capitulation  of  General  Johnston  to 
Sherman,  which  practically  closed  the  war. 
In  June,  1868,  General  Schofield  suc- 
ceeded Edwin  M.  Stanton  as  secretary  of 
war,  but  was  the  next  year  appointed  major- 
general  of  the  United  States  army,  and  order- 
ed to  the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  From 
1870  to  1876  he  was  in  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Pacific;  from  1876  to  1881 
superintendent  of  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy;  in  1883  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  and  in  1886  of 
the  division  of  the  Atlantic.  In  1888  he 
became  general-in-chief  of  the  United  States 
army,  and  in  February,  1895,  ^^s  appoint- 
ed lieutenant-general  by  President  Cleve- 
land, that  rank  having  been  revived  by  con- 
gress. In  September,  1895,  he  was  retired 
from  active  service. 


LEWIS  WALLACE,  an  American  gen- 
eral and  famous  author,  was  born  in 
Brookville,  Indiana,  April  10,  1827,  He 
served  in  the  Mexican  war  as  first  lieutenant 
of  a  company  of  Indiana  Volunteers.  After 
his  return  from  Mexico  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  practiced  law  in  Covington  and 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  until  1861.  At  the 
opening  of  the  war  he  was  appointed  ad- 
jutant-general of  Indiana,  and  soon  after  be- 
came colonel  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana  Vol- 
unteers. He  defeated  a  force  of  Confeder- 
ates at  Roinney,  West  Virginia,  and  was 
made  brigadier-general  in  September,  1861. 
At  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  in  1862  he 
commanded  a  division,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  second  day's  fight  at  Shiloh.  In  1863 
his  defenses  about  Cincinnati  saved  that  city 
from  capture  by  Kirby  Smith.  At  Monoc- 
acy   in   July,    1864,    he    was  defeated,   but 
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his  resistance  delayed  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Early  and  thus  saved  Washington  from 
capture. 

General  Wallace  was  a  member  of  the 
court  that  tried  the  assassins  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  also  of  that  before  whom  Cap- 
tain Henry  Wirtz,  who  had  charge  of  the 
Andersonville  prison,  was  tried.  In  1881 
General  Wallace  was  sent  as  minister  to 
Turkey.  When  not  in  official  service  he 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  literature. 
Among  his  better  known  works  are  his 
"Fair  God,"  "Ben  Hur,"  "Prince  of 
India,"  and  a  "  Life  of  Benjamin  Harrison." 


THOMAS  FRANCIS  BAYARD,  an  Ameri- 
can statesman  and  diplomat,  was  born 
at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  October  29,  1828. 
He  obtained  his  education  at  an  Episcopal 
academy  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  and 
after  a  short  service  in  a  mercantile  house  in 
New  York,  he  returned  to  Wilmington  and 
entered  his  father's  law  office  to  prepare 
himself  for  the  practice  of  that  profession. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1851.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  United  States 
district  attorney  for  the  state  of  Delaware, 
serving  one  year.  In  1 869  he  was  elected  to 
the  United  States  senate,  and  continuously 
represented  his  state  in  that  body  until  1885, 
and  in  1881,  when  Chester  A.  Arthur  entered 
the  presidential  chair,  Mr.  Bayard  was 
chosen  president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate. 
He  had  also  served  on  the  famous  electoral 
commission  that  decided  the  Hayes-Tilden 
contest  in  1876-7.  In  1885  President  Cleve- 
land appointed  Mr,  Bayard  secretary  of 
state.  At  the  beginning  of  Cleveland's  sec- 
ond term,  in  1893,  Mr.  Bayard  was  selected 
for  the  post  of  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
St.  James,  London,  and  was  the  first  to  hold 
that  rank  in  American  diplomacy,  serving 
until  the  beginning  of  the  McKinley  admin- 


istration. The  questions  for  adjustment  at 
that  time  between  the  two  governments 
were  the  Behring  Sea  controversy  and  the 
Venezuelan  boundary  question.  He  was 
very  popular  in  England  because  of  his 
tariff  views,  and  because  of  his  criticism  of 
the  protective  policy  of  the  United  States 
in  his  public  speeches  delivered  in  London, 
Edinburgh  and  other  places,  he  received,  in 
March,  1896,  a  vote  of  censure  in  the  lower 
house  of  congress. 


JOHN  WORK  GARRETT,  for  so  many 
years  at  the  head  of  the  great  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  system,  was  born  in  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  July  31,  1820.  His  father, 
Robert  Garrett,  an  enterprising  merchant, 
had  amassed  a  large  fortune  from  a  small 
beginning.  The  son  entered  Lafayette  Col- 
lege in  1834,  but  left  the  following  year  and 
entered  his  father's  counting  room,  and  in 
1839  became  a  partner.  John  W.  Gar- 
rett took  a  great  interest  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  He 
was  elected  one  of  the  directors  in  1857, 
and  was  its  president  from  1858  until  his 
death.  When  he  took  charge  of  the  road 
it  was  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  but 
within  a  year,  for  the  first  time  in  its  exist- 
ence, it  paid  a  dividend,  the  increase  in  its 
net  gains  being  $725,385.  After  the  war, 
during  which  the  road  suffered  much  damage 
from  the  Confederates,  numerous  branches 
and  connecting  roads  were  built  or  acquired, 
until  it  reached  colossal  proportions.  Mr. 
Garrett  was  also  active  in  securing  a  regular 
line  of  steamers  between  Baltimore  and 
Bremen,  and  between  the  same  port  and 
Liverpool.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active 
trustees  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  and  a 
liberal  contributor  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Baltimore.  He 
died  September  26,  1884. 


COMPENDIUM   OF    BIOGRAPIIT. 


201 


Robert  Garrett,  the  son  of  John  W. 
Garrett,  was  born  in  Baltimore  April  9, 
1847.  ^"d  f:;raduated  from  Princeton  in  1867. 
He  received  a  business  education  in  the 
banking  house  of  his  father,  and  in  1871 
became  president  of  the  Willey  Railroad  of 
Virginia.  He  was  made  third  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Baltimore  «Si  Ohio  Railroad  in 
1879,  and  first  vice-president  in  1881.  He 
succeeded  ills  father  as  president  in  1884. 
Robert  Garrett  died  July  29,   1896. 


CARL  SCHURZ.  a  noted  German- Ameri- 
can statesman,  wasborn  in  Liblar,  Prus- 
sia, March  2,  1829.  He  studied  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Bonn,  and  in  1849  was  engaged  in 
an  attempt  to  excite  an  insurrection  at  that 
place.  After  the  surrender  of  Rastadt  by 
the  revolutionists,  in  the  defense  of  which 
Schurz  took  part,  he  decided  to  emigrate  to 
America.  He  resided  in  Philadelphia  three 
}ears,  and  then  settled  in  Watertown,  Wis- 
consin, and  in  1859  removed  to  Milwaukee, 
where  he  practiced  law.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  became  a 
leader  of  the  German  element  and  entered 
the  campaign  for  Lincoln  in  i860.  He  was 
appointed  minister  to  Spain  in  1861,  but  re- 
signed in  December  of  that  year  to  enter 
the  army.  He  was  appointed  brigadier- 
general  in  1862,  and  participated  in  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  also  at 
Chancellorsville.  At  Gettysburg  he  had 
temporary  command  of  the  Eleventh  Army 
Corps,  and  also  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga. 

After  the  war  he  located  at  St.  Louis, 
and  in  18C9  was  elected  United  States  sena- 
tor from  Missouri.  He  supported  Horace 
Greeley  for  the  presidency  in  1872,  and  in 
the  campaign  of  1876,  having  removed  to 
New  York,  he  supported  Hayes  and  the  Re- 
publican  ticket,  and   was  appointed  secre- 


tary of  the  interior  in  1S77.  In  1881  he 
became  editor  of  the  "New  York  Evening 
Post,"  and  in  1884  was  promineiit  in  his 
opposition  to  James  G.  Blaine,  and  became 
a  leader  of  the  "Mugwumps,"  thus  assist- 
ing in  the  election  of  Cleveland.  In  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1896  his  forcible 
speeches  in  the  interest  of  sound  money 
wielded  an  immense  influence.  Mr.  Schurz 
wrote  a  "  Life  of  Henry  Clay,"  said  to  be 
the  best  biography  ever  published  of  that 
eminent  statesman. 


GEORGE  F.  EDMUNDS,  an  American 
statesman  of  national  reputation,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Vermont,  February  i, 
1828.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
public  schools  and  from  the  instructions  of 
a  private  tutor.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  practiced  law.  and  served  in  the  state 
legislature  from  1S54  to  1859,  during  three 
years  of  that  time  being  speaker  of  the  lower 
house.  He  was  elected  to  the  state  senate 
and  acted  as  president  pro  tempore  of  that 
body  in  1861  and  1862.  He becjime  promi- 
nent for  his  activity  in  the  impeachment 
proceedings  against  President  Johnson,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  United  States  senate 
to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Solomon 
Foot,  entering  that  body  in  1866.  He  was 
re-elected  to  the  senate  four  times,  and 
served  on  the  electoral  commission  in  1877. 
He  became  president  pro  tempore  of  the 
senate  after  the  death  of  President  Garfield, 
and  was  the  author  of  the  bill  which  put  an 
end  to  the  practice  of  polygamy  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Utah.  In  November,  1891,  owing 
to  impaired  health,  he  retired  from  the  sen- 
ate and  again  resumed  the  practice  of  law. 


LUCIUS   Q.    C.    LAMAR,    a    prominent 
political  leader,    statesman    and  jurist, 
was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Georgia,  Sep- 
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temberi/,  1825.  He  graduated  from  Emory 
College  in  1845,  studied  law  at  Macon  under 
Hon.  A.  H.  Chappell,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1847.  He  moved  to  Oxford, 
Mississippi,  in  1849,  and  was  elected  to  a 
professorship  in  the  State  University.  He 
resigned  the  next  year  and  returned  to  Cov- 
ington, Georgia,  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  law.  In  1853  he  was  elected  to  the 
Georgia  Legislature,  and  in  1854  he  removed 
to  his  plantation  in  Lafayette  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  was  elected  to  represent  his 
district  in  the  thirty-fifth  and  thirty-sixth 
congresses.  He  resigned  in  i860,  and  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  secession  conven- 
tion of  the  state.  He  entered  the  Confed- 
erate service  in  1861  as  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment,  and  was  soon 
after  made  colonel.  In  1863  President 
Davis  appointed  him  to  an  important  diplo- 
matic mission  to  Russia.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  professor  of  political  economy  and 
social  science  in  the  State  University,  and 
was  soon  afterward  transferred  to  the  pro- 
fessorship of  the  law  department.  He  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  forty-third  and 
forty-fourth  congresses,  and  was  elected 
United  States  senator  from  Mississippi  in 
1877,  and  re-elected  in  1882.  In  1885,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Cleveland  as  secre- 
tary of  the  interior,  which  position  he  held 
until  his  appointment  as  associate  justice  of 
the  United  States  supreme  court,  in  1888, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  his  death, 
January  23,  1894. 


BENJAMIN  PENHALLOW  SHILLA- 
BER  won  fame  in  the  world  of 
humorists  under  the  name  of  "Mrs.  Parting- 
ton." He  was  born  in  1841  at  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  and  started  out  in  life  as  a 
printer.      Mr.     Shillaber    went    to    Dover, 


where  he  secured  employment  in  a  printing 
ofBce,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Demerara, 
Guiana,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  com- 
positor in  1835-37.  Ill  1840  he  became 
connected  with  the  "Boston  Post,"  and 
acquired  quite  a  reputation  as  a  humorist 
by  his  "Sayings  of  Mrs.  Partington."  He 
remained  as  editor  of  the  paper  until  1850, 
when  he  printed  and  edited  a  paper  of  his 
own  called  the  "Pathfinder,"  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1852.  Mr.  Shillaber  be- 
came editor  and  proprietor  of  the  "Carpet 
Bag,"  which  he  conducted  during  1850-52, 
and  then  returned  to  the  "Boston  Post," 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  1856. 
During  the  same  time  he  was  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  "Saturday  Evening  Gazette," 
and  continued  in  this  line  after  he  severed 
his  connection  with  the  "Post,"  for  ten 
years.  After  1866  Mr.  Shillaber  wrote  for 
various  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and 
during  his  life  published  the  following 
books:  '  'Rhymes  with  Reason  and  Without, " 
"Poems,"  "Life  and  Sayings  of  Mrs.  Part- 
ington," "Knitting  Work,"  and  others. 
His  death  occurred  at  Chelsea,  Massachu- 
setts, November  25,  1890. 


EASTMAN  JOHNSON  stands  first  among 
painters  of  American  country  life.  He 
was  born  in  Lovell,  Maine,  in  1824,  and  be- 
gan his  work  in  drawing  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years.  His  first  works  were  portraits, 
and,  as  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Wash- 
ington, the  most  famous  men  of  the  nation 
were  his  subjects.  In  1846  he  went  to  Bos- 
ton, and  there  made  crayon  portraits  of 
Longfellow,  Emerson,  Sumner,  Hawthorne 
and  other  noted  men.  In  1849  he  went  to 
Europe.  He  studied  at  Dusseldorf,  Ger- 
many; spent  a  year  at  the  Royal  Academy, 
and  thence  to  The  Hague,  where  he  spent 
four  years,  producing  there  his  first  pictures 
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of  consequence,  "The  Card-Players  "  and 
"The  Savoyard."  He  then  went  to  Paris, 
but  was  called  home,  after  an  absence  from 
America  of  six  years.  He  lived  some  time 
in  Washington,  and  then  spent  two  years 
among  the  Indians  of  Lake  Superior.  In 
1858  he  produced  his  famous  picture,  "The 
Old  Kentucky  Home."  He  took  up  his 
permanent  residence  at  New  York  at  that 
time.  His  "Sunday  Morning  in  Virginia" 
is  a  work  of  equal  merit.  He  was  espe- 
cially successful  in  coloring,  a  master  of 
drawing,  and  the  expression  conveys  with 
precision  the  thought  of  the  artist.  His 
portrayal  of  family  life  and  child  life  is  un- 
equalled. Among  his  other  great  works  are 
"The  Confab,"  "Crossing  a  Stream,' 
"Chimney  Sweep,"  "Old  Stage  Coach," 
"  The  New  Bonnet, "  "  The  Drummer  Boy," 
"Childhood  of  Lincoln,"  and  a  great  vari- 
ety of  equally  familiar  subjects. 


PIERCE  GUSTAVE  TOUTANT  BEAU- 
REGARD, one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished generals  in  the  Confederate  army, 
was  born  near  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
May  28,  1 81 8.  He  graduated  from  West 
Point  Military  Academy  in  1838,  and  v/as 
made  second  lieutenant  of  engineers.  He 
was  with  General  Scott  in  Mexico,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  Vera  Cruz,  Cerro 
<}ordo,  and  the  battles  near  the  City  of 
Mexico,  for  which  he  was  twice  brevetted. 
After  the  Mexican  war  closed  he  was  placed 
in  charge  of  defenses  about  New  Orieans, 
and  in  i860  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point.  He  held  this  position  but  a 
few  months,  when  he  resigned  February  20, 
1861,  and  accepted  a  commission  of  briga- 
dier-general in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
directed    the    attack    on    Fort    Sumter,  the 

first  engagement  of  the  Civil  war.     He  was 
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in  command  of  the  Confederates  at  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  for  this  victory  was 
made  general.  In  1862  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  planned  the  attack  upon  General  Grant 
at  Shiloh,  and  upon  the  death  of  General 
Johnston  he  took  command  of  the  army 
and  was  only  defeated  by  the  timely  arrival 
of  General  Buell  with  reinforcements.  He 
commanded  at  Charleston  and  successfully 
defended  that  city  against  the  combined  at- 
tack by  land  and  sea  in  1863.  In  1864  he 
was  in  command  in  Virginia,  defeating  Gen- 
eral Butler,  and  resisting  Grant's  attack 
upon  Petersburg  until  reinforced  from  Rich- 
mond. During  the  long  siege  which  fol- 
lowed he  was  sent  to  check  General  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea,  and  was  with  Gen- 
eral Joseph  E.  Johnston  when  that  general 
surrendered  in  1865.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  largely  interested  in  railroad 
management.  In  1866  he  was  offered  chief 
command  of  the  Army  of  Roumania,  and  in 
1869,  that  of  the  Army  of  Egypt.  He  de- 
clined these  offers.  His  death  occurred 
February  20,   1893. 


HENRY  GEORGE,  one  of  America's 
most  celebrated  political  economists, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
September  2,  1839.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  entered  the  high 
school  in  1853,  and  then  went  into  a  mer- 
cantile office.  He  made  several  voyages  on 
the  sea,  and  settled  in  California  in  1858. 
He  then  worked  at  the  printer's  trade  for  a 
number  of  years,  which  he  left  to  follow  the 
editorial  profession.  He  edited  in  succession 
several  daily  newspapers,  and  attracted  at- 
tention by  a  number  of  strong  essays  and 
speeches  on  political  and  social  questions. 
In  1 87 1  he  edited  a  pamphlet,  entitled  ' '  Our 
Land  and  Policy,"  in   which  he   outlined  a 
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theory,  which  has  since  made  him  so  widely 
known.  This  was  developed  in  "  Progress 
and  Poverty,"  a  book  which  soon  attained  a 
large  circulation  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, which  has  been  extensively  translated. 
In  1880  Mr.  George  located  in  New  York, 
where  he  made  his  home,  though  he  fre- 
quently addressed  audiences  in  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  Australia,  and  throughout  the 
United  States,  In  1886  he  was  nominated 
by  the  labor  organizations  for  mayor  of  New 
York,  and  made  a  campaign  notable  for  its 
development  of  unexpectedpower.  In  1887  he 
was  candidate  of  the  Union  Labor  party  for 
secretary  of  state  of  New  York.  These  cam- 
paigns served  to  formulate  the  idea  of  a  single 
tax  and  popularize  the  Australian  ballot  sys- 
tem. Mr.  George  became  a  free  trader  in 
1888,  and  in  1892  supported  the  election  of 
Grover  Cleveland.  His  political  and  eco- 
nomic ideas,  known  as  the  "single  tax," 
have  a  large  and  growing  support,  but  are 
not  confined  to  this  country  alone.  He 
wrote  numerous  miscellaneous  articles  in 
support  of  his  principles,  and  also  published: 
"The  Land  Question,"  "  Social  Problems," 
"Protection  or  Free  Trade,"  "The  Condi- 
tion of  Labor,  an  Open  Letter  to  Pope  Leo 
XIII.,"  and  "  Perplexed  Philosopher." 


THOMAS  ALEXANDER  SCOTT.  —This 
name  is  indissolubly  connected  with 
the  history  and  development  of  the  railway 
systems  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Scott 
was  born  December  28,  1823,  at  London, 
Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  first 
regularly  employed  by  Major  James  Patton, 
the  collector  of  tolls  on  the  state  road  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  entered  into  the  employ  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  in  1 8  50, 
and  went  through  all  the  different  branches 
of  work  until  he  had  mastered  all  the  details 


of  the  office  work,  and  in  1858  he  was  ap- 
pointed general  superintendent.  Mr.  Scott 
was  the  next  year  chosen  vice-president  of 
the  road.  This  position  at  once  brought 
him  before  the  public,  and  the  enterprise 
and  ability  displayed  by  him  in  its  manage- 
ment marked  him  as  a  leader  among  the 
railroad  men  of  the  country.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion  in  1861,  Mr.  Scott 
was  selected  by  Governor  Curtin  as  a  mem- 
ber of  his  staff,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
equipment  and  forwarding  of  the  state  troops 
to  the  seat  of  war.  On  April  27,  1861,  the 
secretary  of  war  desired  to  establish  a  new 
line  of  road  between  the  national  capital 
and  Philadelphia,  for  the  more  expeditious 
transportation  of  troops.  He  called  upon 
Mr.  Scott  to  direct  this  work,  and  the  road 
by  the  way  of  Annapolis  and  Perryville  was 
completed  in  a  marvelously  short  space  of 
time.  On  May  3,  1861,  he  was  commis- 
sioned colonel  of  volunteers,  and  on  the  23d 
of  the  same  month  the  government  railroads 
and  telegraph  lines  were  placed  in  his  charge. 
Mr.  Scott  was  the  first  assistant  secretary 
of  war  ever  appointed,  and  he  took  charge 
of  this  new  post  August  i,  1861.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  he  was  directed  to  organize 
transportation  in  the  northwest,  and  in 
March  he  performed  the  same  service  on 
the  western  rivers.  He  resigned  June  i, 
1862,  and  resumed  his  direction  of  affairs  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Colonel  Scott 
directed  the  policy  that  secured  to  his  road 
the  control  of  the  western  roads,  and  be- 
came the  president  of  the  new  company  to 
operate  these  lines  in  1871.  For  one  year, 
from  March,  1871,  he  was  president  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  in  1874  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  presidency  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Company.  He  projected  the  Texas 
Pacific  Railroad  and  was  for  many  years  its 
president.      Colonel    Scott's    health    failed 
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him  and  he  resigned  the  presidency  of  the 
road  June  i,  1880,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Darby,  Pennsylvania,  May  2  i,   1881. 


ROBERT  TOOMBS,  an  American  states- 
man of  note,  was  born  in  Wilkes  coun- 
ty, Georgia,  July  2,  18 10.  He  attended 
the  University  of  Georgia,  and  graduated 
from  Union  College,  Schenectady,  New 
York,  and  then  took  a  law  course  at  the 
University  of  \'irginia.  In  1830,  before  he 
had  attained  his  majority,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  special  act  of  the  legislature, 
and  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession,  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  leading  statesmen  and 
judges  of  that  time.  He  raised  a  volunteer 
company  for  the  Creek  war,  and  served  as 
captain  to  the  close.  He  was  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  in  1837,  re-elected  in  1842, 
and  in  1S44  was  elected  to  congress.  He 
had  been  brought  up  as  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat,  but  voted  for  Harrison  in  1840 
and  for  Clay  in  1844.  He  made  his  first 
speech  in  congress  on  the  Oregon  question, 
and  immediately  took  rank  with  the  greatest 
debaters  of  that  body.  In  1853  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate,  and 
again  in  1859,  but  when  his  native  state 
seceded  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate 
and  was  elected  to  the  Confederate  con- 
gress. It  is  stated  on  the  best  authority 
that  had  it  not  been  for  a  misunderstanding 
which  could  not  be  explained  till  too  late  he 
would  have  been  elected  president  of  the 
Confederacy.  He  was  appointed  secretary 
of  state  by  President  Davis,  but  resigned 
after  a  few  months  and  was  commissioned 
brigadier-general  in  the  Confederate  army. 
He  won  distinction  at  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  and  at  Sharpsburg,  but  resigned 
his  commission  soon  after  and  returned  to 
Georgia.  He  organized  the  militia  of 
Georgia  to  resist  Sherman,   and  was  made 


brigadier-general  of  the  state  troops.  He 
left  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  war  and 
did  not  return  until  1867.  He  died  Decem- 
ber I  5,   1885. 

AUSTIN  CORBIN,  one  of  the  greatest 
railway  magnates  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  July  11,  1827,  at  Newport,  New 
Hampshire.  He  studied  law  with  Chief 
Justice  Gushing  and  Governor  Ralph  Met- 
calf,  and  later  took  a  course  in  the  Harvard 
Law  School,  where  he  graduated  in  1849. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  practiced 
law,  with  Governor  Metcalf  as  his  partner, 
until  October  12,  185 1.  Mr.  Corbin  then 
removed  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1865.  In  1854  he  was  a  part- 
ner in  the  banking  firm  of  Macklot  &  Cor- 
bin, and  later  he  organized  the  First  Na- 
tional bank  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  which 
commenced  business  June  29,  1S63,  and 
which  was  the  first  national  bank  open  for 
business  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Corbin 
sold  out  his  business  in  the  Davenport  bank, 
and  removed  to  New  York  in  1865  and  com- 
menced business  with  partners  under  the 
style  of  Corbin  Banking  Company.  Soon 
after  his  removal  to  New  York  he  became 
interested  in  railroads,  and  became  one  of 
the  leading  railroad  men  of  the  country. 
The  development  of  the  west  half  of  Coney 
Island  as  a  summer  resort  first  brought  him 
into  general  prominence.  He  built  a  rail- 
road from  New  York  to  the  island,  and 
built  great  hotels  on  its  ocean  front.  He 
next  turned  his  attention  to  Long  Island, 
and  secured  all  the  railroads  and  consoli- 
dated them  under  one  management,  became 
president  of  the  system,  and  under  his  con- 
trol Long  Island  became  the  great  ocean 
suburb  of  New  York.  His  latest  public 
achievement  was  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
Reading    Railroad,    of    Pennsylvania,     and 
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during  the  same  time  he  and  his  friends 
purchased  the  controlHng  interest  of  the 
New  Jersey  Central  Railroad.  He  took  it 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  and  in 
three  years  had  it  on  a  dividend-paying 
basis.  Mr.  Corbin's  death  occurred  June 
4,  1896.  

JAMES  GORDON  BENNETT,  Sr., 
was  one  of  the  greatest  journalists  of 
America  in  his  day.  He  was  born  Septem- 
ber I,  1795,  at  New  Mill,  near  Keith,  Scot- 
land. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  sent 
to  Aberdeen  to  study  for  the  priesthood, 
but,  convinced  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his 
vocation,  he  determined  to  emigrate.  He 
landed  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  in  1819, 
where  he  attempted  to  earn  a  living  by 
teaching  bookkeeping.  Failing  in  this  he 
went  to  Boston  and  found  employment  as  a 
proof  reader.  Mr.  Bennett  went  to  New 
York  about  1822  and  wrote  for  the  news- 
papers. Later  on  he  became  assistant 
editor  in  the  ofBce  of  the  "Charleston 
Courier, "but  returned  to  New  York  in  1824 
and  endeavored  to  start  a  commercial 
school,  but  was  unsuccessful  in  this,  and 
again  returned  to  newspaper  work.  He 
continued  in  newspaper  work  with  varying 
success  until,  at  his  suggestion,  the  "En- 
quirer" was  consolidated  with  another 
paper,  and  became  the  "Courier  and  En- 
quirer," with  James  Watson  Webb  as 
editor  and  Mr.  Bennett  for  assistant.  At 
this  time  this  was  the  leading  American 
newspaper.  He,  however,  severed  his  con- 
nection with  this  newspaper  and  tried, 
without  success,  other  ventures  in  the  line 
of  journalism  until  May  6,  1835,  when  he 
issued  the  first  number  of  the  "New  York 
Herald."  Mr.  Bennett  wrote  the  entire 
paper,  and  made  up  for  lack  of  news  by  his 
own  imagination.      The  paper  became  popu- 


lar, and  in  1838  he  engaged  European  jour- 
nalists as  regular  correspondents.  In  1841 
the  income  derived  from  his  paper  was  at 
least  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  the  "  Herald  "  had  on  its 
staff  sixty-three  war  correspondents  and  the 
circulation  was  doubled.  Mr.  Bennett  was 
interested  with  John  W.  Mackay  in  that  great 
enterprise  which  is  now  known  as  the  Mac- 
kay-Bennett  Cable.  He  had  collected  for  use 
in  his  paper  over  fifty  thousand  biographies, 
sketches  and  all  manner  of  information  re- 
garding every  well-known  man,  which  are 
still  kept  in  the  archives  of  the  "Herald" 
office.  He  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
1872,  and  left  to  his  son,  James  Gordon, 
Jr.,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  profitable 
journals  in  the  United  States,  or  even  in  the 
world. 

OLIVER  WENDELL  HOLMES,  a 
noted  American,  won  distinction  in  the 
field  of  literature,  in  which  he  attained  a 
world-wide  reputation.  He  was  born  at 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  August  29,  1809. 
He  received  a  collegiate  education  and  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  in  1829,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  took  up  the  study  of  law  and 
later  studied  medicine.  Dr.  Holmes  at- 
tended several  years  in  the  hospitals  of 
Europe  and  received  his  degree  in  1836. 
He  became  professor  of  anatomy  and  phys- 
iology in  Dartmouth  in  1838,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1847,  when  he  was 
called  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  School 
at  Boston  to  occupy  the  same  chair,  which 
position  he  resigned  in  1882.  The  first 
collected  edition  of  his  poems  appeared  in 
1836,  and  his  "Phi  Beta  Kappa  Poems," 
"Poetry,"  in  1836;  "Terpsichore,"  in  1843; 
"Urania,"  in  1846,  and  "Astraea,"  won  for 
him  many  fresh  laurels.  His  series  of 
papers   in  the   "Atlantic    Monthly,"     were: 
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"Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table,"  "Pro- 
fessor at  the  Breakfast  Table,"  "Poet  at 
the  Breakfast  Table,"  and  are  a  series  of 
masterly  wit,  humor  and  pathos.  Among 
his  medical  papers  and  addresses,  are:  "Cur- 
rents and  Counter-currents  in  the  Medical 
Science,"  and  "Borderland  in  Some  Prov- 
inces of  Medical  Science,"  Mr.  Holmes 
edited  quite  a  number  of  works,  of  which 
we  quote  the  following:  "Else  Venner," 
"Songs  in  Many  Keys,"  "Soundings  from 
the  Atlantic,"  "Humorous  Poems,"  "The 
Guardian  Angel,"  "Mechanism  in  Thoughts 
and  Morals,"  "Songs  of  Many  Seasons," 
"John  L.  Motley" — a  memoir,  "The  Iron 
Gate  and  Other  Poems,"  ''Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson,"  "A  Moral  Antipathy."  Dr. 
Holmes  visited  England  for  the  second  time, 
and  while  there  the  degree  of  LL.D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  University 
of  Edinburgh.  His  death  occurred  October 
7.   1894.  

RUFUS  CHOATE,  one  of  the  most  em- 
inent of  America's  great  lawyers,  was 
born  October  i,  1799,  at  Essex,  Massachu- 
setts. He  entered  Dartmouth  in  18 15, 
and  after  taking  his  degree  he  remained  as 
a  teacher  in  the  college  for  one  year.  He 
took  up  the  study  of  law  in  Cambridge,  and 
subsequently  studied  under  the  distinguished 
lawyer,  Mr.  Wirt,  who  was  then  United 
States  attorney-general  at  Washington.  Mr. 
Choatcbcgan  the  practice  of  law  in  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
Salem,  and  afterwards  to  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. While  living  at  Salem  he  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1832,  and  later,  in 
1 84 1,  he  was  chosen  United  States  senator 
to  succeed  Daniel  Webster,  Mr.  Webster 
having  been  appointed  secretary  of  state 
under  William  Henry  Harrison. 

After  the  death  of  Webster,  Mr.  Choate 


was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts bar,  and  was  looked  upon  by  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession  with  an 
affection  that  almost  amounted  to  a  rever- 
ence. Mr.  Choate's  powers  as  an  orator 
were  of  the  rarest  order,  and  his  genius 
made  it  possible  for  him  to  enchant  and  in- 
terest his  listeners,  even  while  discussing  the 
most  ordinary  theme.  He  was  not  merely 
eloquent  on  the  subjects  that  were  calculated 
to  touch  the  feelings  and  stir  the  passions 
of  his  audience  in  themselves,  but  could  at 
all  times  command  their  attention.  He  re- 
tired from  active  life  in  1858,  and  was  on 
his  way  to  Europe,  his  physician  having 
ordered  a  sea  voyage  for  his  health,  but  had 
only  reached  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  when 
he  died,  July   13,   1858. 


D WIGHT  L.  MOODY,  one  of  the  most 
noted  and  effective  pulpit  orators  and 
evangelists  America  has  produced,  was  born 
in  Northfield,  Franklin  county,  Massachu- 
setts, February  5,  1837.  He  received  but 
a  meager  education  and  worked  on  a  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  be- 
came clerk  in  a  boot  and  shoe  store  in 
Boston.  Soon  after  this  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  zealously  engaged  in  missionary 
work  among  the  poor  classes.  He  met 
with  great  success,  and  in  less  than  a  year 
he  built  up  a  Sunday-school  which  numbered 
over  one  thousand  children.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  became  connected  with 
what  was  known  as  the  "Christian  Com- 
mission," and  later  became  city  missionary 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  at 
Chicago.  A  church  was  built  there  for  his 
converts  and  he  became  its  unordained  pas- 
tor. In  the  Chicago  fire  of  1S71  the  church 
and  Mr.  Moody's  house  and  furniture,  which 
had  been  given  him,  were  destroyed.      The 
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church  edifice  was  afterward  replaced  by  a 
new  church  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old 
one.  In  1873,  accompanied  by  Ira  D. 
Sankey,  Mr.  Moody  went  to  Europe  and 
excited  great  religious  awakenings  through- 
out England,  Ireland  and  Scotland.  In 
1875  they  returned  to  America  and  held 
large  meetings  in  various  cities.  They 
afterward  made  another  visit  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  same  purpose,  meeting  with 
great  success,  returning  to  the  United  States 
in  1884.  Mr,  Moody  afterward  continued 
his  evangelistic  work,  meeting  everywhere 
with  a  warm  reception  and  success.  Mr. 
Moody  produced  a  number  of  works,  some 
of  which  had  a  wide  circulation. 


JOHN  PIERPONT  MORGAN,  a  financier 
of  world-wide  reputation,  and  famous 
as  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  banking 
houses  in  the  world,  was  born  April  17, 
1837,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  English 
high  school,  in  Boston,  and  later  supple- 
mented this  with  a  course  in  the  University 
of  Gottingen,  Germany.  He  returned  to 
the  United  States,  in  1857,  and  entered  the 
banking  firm  of  Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co., 
of  New  York,  and,  in  i860,  he  became 
agent  and  attorney,  in  the  United  States,  for 
George  Peabody  &  Co.,  of  London.  He 
became  the  junior  partner  in  the  banking 
firm  of  Dabney,  Morgan  &  Co.,  in  1864, 
and  that  of  Drexel,  Morgan  &  Co.,  in  1871. 
This  house  was  among  the  chief  negotiators 
of  railroad  bonds,  and  was  active  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  West  Shore  Railroad, 
and  its  absorption  by  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad.  It  was  conspicuous  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read- 
ing Railroad,  in  1887,  which  a  syndicate  of 
capitalists,  formed  by  Mr.  Morgan,  placed 
on  a  sound  financial  basis.     After  that  time 


many  other  lines  of  railroad  and  gigantic 
financial  enterprises  were  brought  under  Mr. 
Morgan's  control,  and  in  some  respects  it 
may  be  said  he  became  the  foremost  financier 
of  the  century. 


THOMAS  BRACKETT  REED,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  of  American  states- 
men, was  born  October  18,  1839,  at  Port- 
land, Maine,  where  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
city,  and  prepared  himself  for  college.  Mr. 
Reed  graduated  from  Bowdoin  College  in 
i860,  and  won  one  of  the  highest  honors  of 
the  college,  the  prize  for  excellence  in  Eng- 
lish composition.  The  following  four  years 
were  spent  by  him  in  teaching  and  in  the 
study  of  law.  Before  his  admission  to  the 
bar,  however,  he  was  acting  assistant  pay- 
master in  the  United  States  navy,  and 
served  on  the  "tin-clad"  Sybil,  which  pa- 
trolled the  Tennessee,  Cumberland  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  After  his  discharge  in 
1865,  he  returned  to  Portland,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  entered  into  political  life, 
and  in  1868  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
of  Maine  as  a  Republican,  and  in  1869  he 
was  re-elected  to  the  house,  and  in  1870 
was  made  state  senator,  from  which  he 
passed  to  attorney-general  of  the  state. 
He  retired  from  this  office  in  1873,  and 
until  1877  he  was  solicitor  for  the  city 
of  Portland.  In  1876  he  was  elected  to 
the  forty-fifth  congress,  which  assembled 
in  1877.  Mr.  Reed  sprung  into  prominence 
in  that  body  by  one  of  the  first  speeches 
which  he  delivered,  and  his  long  service  in 
congress,  coupled  with  his  ability,  gave  him 
a  national  reputation.  His  influence  each 
year  became  more  strongly  marked,  and  the 
leadership  of  his  party  was  finally  conceded 
to  him,  and  in  the  forty-ninth  and  fiftieth 
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congresses  the  complimentary  nomination 
for  the  speakership  was  tendered  him  by  the 
Republicans.  That  party  having  obtained 
the  ascendency  in  the  fifty-first  congress  he 
was  elected  speaker  on  the  first  ballot,  and 
he  was  again  chosen  speaker  of  the  fifty- 
fourth  and  fifth-fifth  congresses.  As  a 
writer,  Mr.  Reed  contributed  largely  to  the 
magazines  and  periodicals,  and  his  book 
upon  parliamentary  rules  is  generally  rec- 
ognized as  authority  on  that  subject. 


CLARA  BARTON  is  a  celebrated  char- 
acter among  what  might  be  termed  as 
the  highest  grade  of  philanthropists  Amer- 
ica has  produced.  She  was  born  on  a  farm 
at  Oxford,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of 
Captain  Stephen  Barton,  and  was  educated 
at  Clinton,  New  York.  She  engaged  in 
teaching  early  in  life,  and  founded  a  free 
school  at  Bordentown,  the  first  in  New  Jer- 
sey. She  opened  with  six  pupils,  but  the 
attendance  had  grown  to  six  hundred  up  to 
1854,  when  she  went  to  Washington.  She 
was  appointed  clerk  in  the  patent  depart- 
ment, and  remained  there  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war,  when  she  resigned 
her  position  and  devoted  herself  to  the  al- 
leviation of  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers, 
serving,  not  in  the  hospitals,  but  on  the  bat- 
tle field.  She  was  present  at  a  number  of 
battles,  and  after  the  war  closed  she  origi- 
nated, and  for  some  time  carried  on  at  her 
own  expense,  the  search  for  missing  soldiers. 
She  then  for  several  years  devoted  her  time 
to  lecturing  on  "Incidents  of  the  War." 
About  1868  she  went  to  Europe  for  her 
health,  and  settled  in  Switzerland,  but  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  Franco-German  war  she  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  of  the  grand  duchess 
of  Baden  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  her 
hospitals,  and  Miss  Barton  afterward  fol- 
lowed  the  German  army       She  was   deco- 


rated with  the  golden  cross  by  the  grand 
duke  of  Baden,  and  with  the  iron  cross  by 
the  emperor  of  Germany.  She  also  served 
for  many  years  as  president  of  the  famous 
Red  Cross  Society  and  attamed  a  world- 
wide reputation. 


CARDINAL  JAMES  GIBBONS,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  Catholic  clergymen 
in  America,  was  born  in  Baltmiore,  Mary- 
land, July  23,  1834.  He  was  given  a 
thorough  education,  graduated  at  St.  Charles 
College,  Maryland,  in  1857,  and  studied 
theology  in  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  In  1861  he  became  pastor  of 
St.  Bridget's  church  in  Baltimore,  and  in 
1868  was  consecrated  vicar  apostolic  of 
North  Carolina.  In  1872  our  subject  be- 
came bishop  of  Richmond,  V'irginia,  and 
five  years  later  was  made  archbishop  of  Bal- 
timore. On  the  30th  of  June,  18S6,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  full  degree  of  cardmal 
and  primate  of  the  American  Catholic 
church.  He  was  a  fluent  writer,  and  his 
book,  "Faith  of  Our  Fathers,"  had  a  wide 
circulation. 

CHAUNCEY  MITCHELL  DEPEW.— 
This  name  is,  without  doubt,  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Depew  was  born  April  23,  1834,  at 
Peekskill,  New  York,  the  home  of  the  Depew 
family  for  two  hundred  years.  He  attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
where  he  prepared  himself  to  enter  college. 
He  began  his  collegiate  course  at  Yale  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  and  graduated  in  1856. 
He  early  took  an  active  interest  in  politics 
and  joined  the  Republican  party  at  its  for- 
mation. He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
and  went  into  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Will- 
iam Nelson,  of  Peekskill,  for  that  purpose, 
and  in  1858  he  was   admitted  to  the  bar. 
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He  was  sent  as  a  delegate  by  the  new  party 
to  the  RepubHcan  state  convention  of  that 
year.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  1859,  but  though  he  was  a  good 
worker,  his  attention  was  detracted  by  the 
campaign  of  i860,  in  which  he  took  an  act- 
ive part.  During  this  campaign  he  gained 
his  first  laurels  as  a  public  speaker.  Mr. 
Depew  was  elected  assemblyman  in  1862 
from  a  Democratic  district.  In  1863  he  se- 
cured the  nomination  for  secretary  of  state, 
and  gained  that  post  by  a  majority  of  thirty 
thousand.  In  1866  he  left  the  field  of  pol- 
itics and  entered  into  the  active  practice 
of  his  law  business  as  attorney  for  the 
New  York  &  Harlem  Railroad  Company, 
and  in  1869  when  this  road  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  New  York  Central,  and 
called  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  he  was  appointed  the  attor- 
ney for  the  new  road.  His  rise  in  the  rail- 
road business  was  rapid,  and  ten  years  after 
his  entrance  into  the  Vanderbilt  system  as 
attorney  for  a  single  line,  he  was  the  gen- 
eral counsel  for  one  of  the  largest  railroad 
systems  in  the  world.  He  was  also  a 
director  in  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern,  Michigan  Central,  Chicago  & 
Northwestern,  St.  Paul  &  Omaha,  West 
Shore,  and  Nickel  Plate  railroad  companies. 
In  1874  Mr.  Depew  was  made  regent  of 
the  State  University,  and  a  member  of  the 
commission  appointed  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  the  capitol  at  Albany.  In  1882, 
on  the  resignation  of  W.  H.  Vanderbilt 
from  the  presidency  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral and  the  accession  to  that  office  by 
James  H.  Rutter,  Mr.  Depew  was  made 
second  vice-president,  and  held  that  posi- 
tion until  the  death  of  Mr.  Rutter  in  1885. 
In  this  year  Mr.  Depew  became  the  execu- 
tive head  of  this  great  corporation.  Mr. 
Depew's  greatest  fame  grew  from  his  ability 


and  eloquence  as  an  orator  and  "  after-din- 
ner speaker,"  and  it  has  been  said  by  emi- 
nent critics  that  this  country  has  never  pro- 
duced his  equal  in  wit,  fluency  and  eloquence. 


PHILIP  KEARNEY.— Among  the  most 
dashing  and  brilliant  commanders  in 
the  United  States  service,  few  have  outshone 
the  talented  officer  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
June  2,  181  5,  and  was  of  Irish  ancestry  and 
imbued  with  all  the  dash  and  bravery  of  the- 
Celtic  race.  He  graduated  from  Columbia 
College  and  studied  law,  but  in  1837  ac- 
cepted a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the 
First  United  States  Dragoons,  of  which  his 
uncle,  Stephen  W.  Kearney,  was  then  colo- 
nel. He  was  sent  by  the  government, 
soon  after,  to  Europe  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  tactics  of  the  French  cavalry. 
There  he  attended  the  Polytechnic  School, 
at  Samur,  and  subsequently  served  as  a  vol- 
unteer in  Algiers,  winning  the  cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  He  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  1840,  and  on  the  staff  of 
General  Scott,  in  the  Mexican  war,  served 
with  great  gallantry.  He  was  made  a  cap- 
tain of  dragoons  in  1846  and  made  major 
for  services  at  Contreras  and  Cherubusco, 
In  the  final  assault  on  the  City  of  Mexico, 
at  the  San  Antonio  Gate,  Kearney  lost  an 
arm.  He  subsequently  served  in  California 
and  the  Pacific  coast.  In  1851  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  went  to  Europe,  where 
he  resumed  his  military  studies.  In  the 
Italian  war,  in  1859,  he  served  as  a  volun- 
teer on  the  staff  of  General  Maurier,  of  the 
French  army,  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Solferino  and  Magenta,  and  for  bravery 
was,  for  the  second  time,  decorated  with 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  On  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  hastened  home, 
and,  offering  his  services  to  the  general  gov- 
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ernrrent,  was  made  brif^adicr-general  of 
volunteers  and  placed  in  command  of  a  bri- 
gade of  New  Jersey  troops.  In  the  cam- 
paign under  McClellan  he  commanded  a  di- 
vision, and  at  Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks 
his  services  were  valuable  and  brilliant,  as 
well  as  in  subsequent  engagements.  At 
Harrison's  Landing  he  was  made  major-gen- 
eral of  volunteers.  In  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  he  was  conspicuous,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Chantilly,  September  i,  1862, 
while  leading  in  advance  of  his  troops.  Gen- 
eral Kearney  was  shot  and  killed. 


RUSSELL  SAGE,  one  of  the  financial 
giants  of  the  present  century  and  for 
more  than  an  average  generation  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  and  celebrated  of  Ameri- 
cans, was  born  in  a  frontier  hamlet  in  cen- 
tral New  York  in  August,  1816.  While  Rus- 
sell was  still  a  boy  an  elder  brother,  Henry 
Risley  Sage,  established  a  small  grocery 
store  at  Troy,  New  York,  and  here  Russell 
found  his  first  employment,  as  errand  boy. 
He  served  a  five-years  apprenticeship,  and 
then  joined  another  brother,  Elisha  M.  Sage, 
in  a  new  venture  in  the  same  line,  which 
proved  profitable,  at  least  for  Russell,  who 
soon  became  its  sole  owner.  Next  he 
formed  the  partnership  of  Sage  &  Bates, 
and  greatly  extended  his  field  of  operations. 
At  twenty-five  he  had,  by  his  own  exertions, 
amassed  what  was,  in  those  days,  a  consid- 
erable fortune,  being  worth  about  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.  He  had  acquired  an 
influence  in  local  politics,  and  four  years 
later  his  party,  the  Whigs,  elected  him  to 
the  aldermanic  board  of  Troy  and  to  the 
treasuryship  of  Rensselaer  county.  In  1848 
he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  New 
York  delegation  to  the  Whig  convention  at 
Philadelphia,  casting  his  first  votes  for  Henry 
Clay,  but  joining  the    "stampede"  which 


nominated  Zachary  Taylor.  In  1850  the 
Whigs  of  Troy  nominated  him  for  congress, 
but  he  was  not  elected — a  failure  which  he 
retrieved  two  years  later,  and  in  1854  he 
was  re-elected  by  a  sweeping  majority.  At 
Washington  he  ranked  high  in  influence  and 
ability.  Fame  as  a  speaker  and  as  a  polit- 
ical leader  was  within  his  grasp,  when  he 
gave  up  public  life,  declined  a  renomination 
to  congress,  and  went  back  to  Troy  to  de- 
vote himself  to  his  private  business.  Six 
years  later,  in  1863,  he  removed  to  New 
York  and  plunged  into  the  arena  of  Wall 
street.  A  man  of  boundless  energy  and 
tireless  pertinacity,  with  wonderful  judg- 
ment of  men  and  things,  he  soon  took  his 
place  as  a  king  in  finance,  and,  it  is  said, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  con- 
trolled more  ready  money  than  any  other 
single  individual  on  this  continent. 


ROGER  QUARLES  MILLS,  a  noted 
United  States  senator  and  famous  as  the 
father  of  the  "Mills  tariff  bill,  "was  born 
in  Todd  county,  Kentucky,  March  30,  1832. 
He  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  removed  to  Palestine, 
Texas,  in  1849.  He  took  up  the  study  of 
law,  and  supported  himself  by  serving  as  an 
assistant  in  the  post-office,  and  in  the  offices 
of  the  court  clerks.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
engrossing  clerk  of  the  Texas  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, and  in  1852  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  while  still  a  minor,  by  special  act 
of  the  legislature.  He  then  settled  at  Cor- 
sicana,  Texas,  and  began  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  was  elected  to 
the  state  legislature  in  1859,  and  in  1S72  he 
was  elected  to  congress  from  the  state  at 
large,  as  a  Democrat.  After  his  first  elec- 
tion he  was  continuously  returned  to  con- 
gress until  he  resigned  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  United  States  senator,  to  which  he 
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was  elected  March  23,  1892,  to  succeed 
Hon.  Horace  Chilton,  He  took  his  seat  in 
the  senate  March  30,  1892;  was  afterward 
re-elected  and  ranked  among  the  most  use- 
ful and  prominent  members  of  that  body. 
In  1876  he  opposed  the  creation  of  the  elec- 
toral commission,  and  in  1887  canvassed 
the  state  of  Texas  against  the  adoption  of 
a  prohibition  amendment  to  its  constitution, 
which  was  defeated.  He  introduced  into 
the  house  of  representatives  the  bill  that  was 
known  as  the  "Mills  Bill,"  reducing  duties 
on  imports,  and  extending  the  free  list. 
The  bill  passed  the  house  on  July  21,  1888, 
and  made  the  name  of  "Mills"  famous 
throughout  the  entire  country. 


HAZEN  S.  PINGREE,  the  celebrated 
Michigan  political  leader,  was  born  in 
Maine  in  1842.  Up  to  fourteen  years  of 
age  he  worked  hard  on  the  stony  ground  of 
his  father's  small  farm.  Attending  school 
in  the  winter,  he  gained  a  fair  education, 
and  when  not  laboring  on  the  farm,  he 
found  employment  in  the  cotton  mills  in  the 
vicinity.  He  resolved  to  find  more  steady 
work,  and  accordingly  went  to  Hopkinton, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  entered  a  shoe  fac- 
tory, but  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed at  once  and  was  enrolled  in  the  First 
Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  which  was 
his  initial  fight,  and  served  creditably  his 
early  term  of  service,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  re-enlisted.  He  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Fredricksburg,  Harris  Farm, 
Spottsylvania  Court  House  and  Cold  Har- 
bor. In  1864  he  was  captured  by  Mosby, 
and  spent  five  months  at  Andersonville, 
Georgia,  as  a  prisoner,  but  escaped  at  the 
end  of  that  time.  He  re-entered  the  service 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fort 
Fisher,  Boyden,    and    Sailor's    Creek.      He 


was  honorably  mustered  out  of  service,  and 
in  1866  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where 
he  made  use  of  his  former  experience  in  a 
shoe  factory,  and  found  work.  Later  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  another  workman 
and  started  a  small  factory,  which  has  since 
become  a  large  establishment.  Mr.  Pin- 
gree  made  his  entrance  into  politics  in  1889, 
in  which  year  he  was  elected  by  a  surpris- 
ingly large  majority  as  a  Republican  to  the 
mayoralty  of  Detroit,  in  which  office  he  was 
the  incumbent  during  four  consecutive  terms. 
In  November,  1896,  he  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  of  Michigan.  While 
mayor  of  Detroit,  Mr.  Pingree  originated 
and  put  into  execution  the  idea  of  allowing 
the  poor  people  of  the  city  the  use  of  va- 
cant city  lands  and  lots  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  potatoes.  The  idea  was  enthusiast- 
ically adopted  by  thousands  of  poor  families, 
attracted  wide  attention,  and  gave  its  author 
a  national  reputation  as  "Potato-patch  Pin- 
gree."   

THOMAS  ANDREW  HENDRICKS,  an 
eminent  American  statesman  and  a 
Democratic  politician  of  national  fame,  was 
born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1 8 19.  In  1822  he  removed,  with  his 
father,  to  Shelby  county,  Indiana.  He 
graduated  from  the  South  Hanover  College 
in  1 841,  and  two  years  later  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  In  1851  he  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  constitutional  convention, 
and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  that  body.  He  was  elected  to  congress 
in  185 1,  and  after  serving  two  terms  was 
appointed  commissioner  of  the  United  States 
general  land-office.  In  1863  he  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate,  where  his  dis- 
tinguished services  commanded  the  respect 
of  all  parties.  He  was  elected  governor  of 
Indiana  in    1872,  serving  four  years,  and  in 
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1876  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  as 
candidate  for  the  vice-presidency  with  Til- 
den.  The  returns  in  a  number  of  states 
were  contested,  and  resulted  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  t!ie  famous  electoral  commission, 
which  decided  in  favor  of  the  Republican 
candidates.  In  1884  Mr.  Hendricks  was 
again  nominated  as  candidate  for  the  vice- 
presidency,  by  the  Democratic  party,  on  the 
ticket  with  Grover  Cleveland,  was  elected, 
and  served  about  six  months.  He  died  at 
Indianapolis,  November  25,  1885.  He  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  brainiest  men  in  the 
party,  and  his  integrity  was  never  ques- 
tioned, even  by  his  political  opponents. 


G.\RRETT  A.  HOBART,  one  of  the 
many  able  men  who  have  held  the 
h.i^h  office  of  vice-president  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  June  3,  1844,  in  Mon- 
mouth county.  New  Jersey,  and  in  i860  en- 
tered the  sophomore  class  at  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  in  1863  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  He  then  taught 
school  until  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Socrates  Tuttle,  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey, 
with  whom  he  studied  law.  and  in  1869 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  immediately 
began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
i  1  the  office  of  the  above  named  gentleman. 
He  became  interested  in  political  life,  and 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1S65  held  his  first  office,  serving  as 
clerk  for  the  grand  jury.  He  was  also  city 
counsel  of  Paterson  in  1871,  and  in  May, 
1872,  was  elected  counsel  for  the  board  of 
chosen  freeholders.  He  entered  the  state 
legislature  in  1873,  and  was  re-elected  to 
the  assembly  in  1874.  Mr.  Hobart  was 
made  speaker  of  the  assembly  in  1876,  and 
and  in  1879  was  elected  to  the  state  senate. 
After  serving  three  years  in  the  same,  he 
was  elected  president  of  that  body  in  1881, 


and  the  following  year  was  re-elected  to 
that  office.  He  was  a  delegate-at  large  to 
the  Republican  national  convention  mi  1876 
and  1880,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
national  committee  in  1884,  which  pos'tion 
he  occupied  continuously  until  1896.  He 
was  then  nominated  for  vice-president  by 
the  Republican  national  convention,  anr^ 
was  elected  to  that  office  in  the  fall  of  1896 
on  the  ticket  with  William  McKinley. 


WILLIAM  MORRIS  STEWART,  noted 
as  a  political  leader  and  senator,  was 
born  in  Lyons,  Wayne  county.  New  York, 
August  9,  1827,  and  removed  with  his  par- 
ents while  still  a  small  child  to  Mesopota- 
mia township,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  He 
attended  the  Lyons  Union  school  and  Farm- 
ington  Academy,  where  he  obtained  his  ed- 
ucation. Later  he  taught  mathematics  in 
the  former  school,  while  yet  a  pupil,  and 
with  the  little  money  thus  earned  and  the 
assistance  of  James  C.  Smith,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York, 
he  entered  Yale  College.  He  remained 
there  until  the  winter  of  1849-50,  when,  at- 
tracted by  the  gold  discoveries  in  California 
he  wended  his  way  thither.  He  arrived  at 
San  Francisco  in  May,  1850,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  mining  with  pick  and  shovel  in  Ne- 
vada county.  In  this  way  he  accumulated 
some  money,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852  he 
took  up  the  study  of  law  under  John  R. 
McConneli.  The  following  December  he 
was  appointed  district  attorney,  to  which 
office  he  was  chosen  at  the  general  election 
of  the  next  year.  In  1854  he  was  ap- 
pointed attorney-general  of  California,  and 
in  i860  he  removed  to  Virginia  City,  Ne- 
vada, where  he  largely  engaged  in  early 
mining  litigation.  Mr.  Stewart  was  also  in- 
terested in  the  development  of  the  "Com- 
stock    lode,"    and    in    1S61    was    chosen   a 
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member  of  the  territorial  council.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention in  1863,  and  was  elected  United 
States  senator  in  1864,  and  re-elected  in 
1869.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in 
1875,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
Nevada,  California,  and  the  Pacific  coast 
generally.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  he 
was  elected  again  to  the  United  States  sen- 
ate as  a  Republican  in  1887  to  succeed  the 
late  James  G.  Fair,  a  Democrat,  and  took 
his  seat  March  4,  1887.  On  the  expiration 
of  his  term  he  was  again  re-elected  and  be- 
came one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  con- 
gress. His  ability  as  an  orator,  and  the 
prominent  part  he  took  in  the  discussion  of 
public  questions,  gained  him  a  national  rep- 
utation. 

GEORGE  GRAHAM  VEST,  for  many 
years  a  prominent  member  of  the 
United  States  senate,  was  born  in  Frank- 
fort, Kentucky,  December  6,  1848.  He 
graduated  from  Center  College  in  1868,  and 
from  the  law  department  of  the  Transyl- 
vania University  of  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
in  1853.  In  the  same  year  he  removed  to 
Missouri  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  i860  he  was  an  elector  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  vv^as  a  member  of 
the  lower  house  of  the  Missouri  legislature 
in  1860-61,  He  was  elected  to  the  Con- 
federate congress,  serving  two  years  in  the 
lower  house  and  one  in  the  senate.  He 
then  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  in 
1879  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  to  succeed  James  Shields.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1885,  and  again  in  1891  and 
1897.  His  many  years  of  service  in  the 
National  congress,  coupled  with  his  ability 
as  a  speaker  and  the  active  part  he  took  in 
the  discussion  of  public  questions,  gave  him 
a  wide  reputation. 


HANNIBAL  HAMLIN,  a  noted  American 
statesman,  whose  name  is  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  history  of  this  country, 
was  born  in  Paris,  Maine,  August  27,  1809. 
He  learned  the  printer's  trade  and  followed 
that  calling  for  several  years.  He  then 
studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1833.  He  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Maine,  where  he  was  several 
times  chosen  speaker  of  the  lower  house. 
He  was  elected  to  congress  by  the  Demo- 
crats in  1843,  and  re-elected  in  1845.  I^ 
1848  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States 
senate  and  served  in  that  body  until  1861. 
He  was  elected  governor  of  Maine  in  1857 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  resigned  when 
re-elected  to  the  United  States  senate 
the  same  year.  He  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  ticket  with 
Lincoln  in  i860,  and  inaugurated  in  March, 
1 861.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  collector 
of  the  port  of  Boston.  Beginning  with 
1869  he  served  two  six-year  terms  in  the 
United  States  senate,  and  was  then  ap- 
pointed by  President  Garfield  as  minister  to 
Spain  in  1881.  His  death  occurred  July  4, 
1891. 

TSHAM  G.  HARRIS,  famous  as  Confed- 
1  erate  war  governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
distinguished  by  his  twenty  years  of  service 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  and 
educated  at  the  Academy  of  Winchester. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  commenced  practice 
at  Paris,  Tennessee,  in  1841.  He  was 
elected  to  the  state  legislature  in  1847,  was 
a  candidate  for  presidential  elector  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  1848,  and  the  next 
year  was  elected  to  congress  from  his  dis- 
trict, and  re-elected  in  185 1.  In  1853  he 
was  renominated   by  the    Democrats  of  his 
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district,  but  declined,  and  removed  to  Mem- 
phis, where  he  took  up  the  practice  of  law. 
He  was  a  presidential  elector-at-large  from 
Tennessee  in  1856,  and  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  the  next  year,  and  again 
in  1859,  and  in  186 1.  He  was  driven  from 
Nashville  by  the  advance  of  the  Union 
armies,  and  for  the  last  three  years  of  the 
war  acted  as  aid  upon  the  staff  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  Confederate  army 
of  Tennessee.  After  the  war  he  went  to 
Liverpool,  England,  where  he  became  a 
merchant,  but  returned  to  Memphis  in  1867, 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate, 
to  which  position  he  was  successively  re- 
elected until  his  death  in  1897. 


NELSON  DINGLEY,  Jr.,  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  one  of  the  leaders 
in  congress  and  framer  of  the  famous 
"  Dingley  tariff  bill,"  was  born  in  Durham, 
Maine,  in  1832.  His  father  as  well  as  all 
his  ancestors,  were  farmers,  merchants  and 
mechanics  and  of  English  descent.  Young 
Dingley  was  given  the  advantages  first  of 
the  common  schools  and  in  vacations  helped 
his  father  in  the  store  and  on  the  farm. 
When  iwelve  years  of  age  he  attended  high 
school  and  at  seventeen  was  teaching  in  a 
country  school  district  and  preparing  him- 
self for  college.  The  following  year  he  en- 
tered Waterville  Academy  and  in  1851  en- 
tered Colby  University.  After  a  year  and  a 
half  in  this  institution  he  entered  Dart- 
mouth College  and  was  graduated  in  1855 
with  high  rank  as  a  scholar,  debater  and 
writer.  He  next  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1856.  But  instead  of 
practicing  his  profession  he  purchased  the 
"  Lewistown  (Me.)  Journal,"  which  be- 
came famous  throughout  the  New  England 
states  as  a  leader  in  the  advocacy  of  Repub- 


lican principles.  About  the  same  time  Mr. 
Dingley  began  his  political  career,  although 
ever  after  continuing  at  the  head  of  the 
newspaper.  He  was  soon  elected  to  the 
state  legislature  and  afterward  to  the  lower 
house  of  congress,  where  he  became  a 
prominent  national  character.  He  also 
served  two  terms  as  governor  of  Maine. 


OLIVER  PERRY  MORTON,  a  distin- 
guished American  statesman,  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  August  4,  1823. 
His  early  education  was  by  private  teaching 
and  a  course  at  the  Wayne  County  Seminary. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  entered  the 
Miami  University  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  years  quit  the  college,  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  John  New- 
man, of  Centerville,  Indiana,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1847. 

Mr.  Morton  was  elected  judge  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  in  1852,  but  on  tht. 
passage  of  the  "  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill"  he 
severed  his  connection  with  that  party,  and 
soon  became  a  prominent  leader  of  the  Re- 
publicans. He  was  elected  governor  of  In- 
diana in  1 86 1,  and  as  war  governor  became 
well  known  throughout  the  country.  He 
received  a  paralytic  stroke  in  1865,  which 
partially  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his 
limbs.  He  was  chosen  to  the  United  States 
senate  from  Indiana,  in  1867,  and  wielded 
great  influence  in  that  body  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  November  i,   1877. 


JOHN  B.  GORDON,  a  brilliant  Confeder- 
ate officer  and  noted  senator  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  Upson  county,  Georgia, 
February  6,  1832.  He  graduated  from  the 
State  University,  studied  law,  and  took  up 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate 
service  as  captain   of  infantry,  and  rapidly 
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rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general, 
commanding  one  wing  of  the  Confederate 
army  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1868  he 
was  Democratic  candidate  for  governor  of 
Georgia,  and  it  is  said  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority,  but  his  opponent  was  given  the 
office.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national 
Democratic  conventions  in  1868  and  1872, 
and  a  presidential  elector  both  years.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
senate.  In  1886  he  was  elected  governor 
of  Georgia,  and  re-elected  in  1888.  He 
was  again  elected  to  the  United  States 
senate  in  1890,  serving  until  1897,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  A.  S.  Clay.  He  was 
regarded  as  a  leader  of  the  southern  Democ- 
racy, and  noted  for  his  fiery  eloquence. 


STEPHEN  JOHNSON  FIELD,  an  illus- 
trious associate  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at 
Haddam,  Connecticut,  November  4,  1816, 
being  one  of  the  noted  sons  of  Rev.  D. 
D.  Field.  He  graduated  from  Williams 
College  in  1837,  took  up  the  study  of  law 
with  his  brother,  David  Dudley  Field,  be- 
coming his  partner  upon  admission  to  the 
bar.  He  went  to  California  in  1849,  and  at 
once  began  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  that  state.  He  was 
elected  alcalde  of  Marysville,  in  1850,  and 
in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  was  elected 
to  the  state  legislature.  In  1857  he  was 
elected  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state,  and  two  years  afterwards  became  its 
chief  justice.  In  1863  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln  as  associate  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  During 
his  incumbency,  in  1873,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  governor  of  California  one  of  a  com- 
mission to  examine  the  codes  of  the  state 
and  for  the  preparation  of  amendments  to 
the  same  for  submission  to  the   legislature. 


In  1877  he  was  one  of  the  famous  electoral 
commission  of  fifteen  members,  and  voted 
as  one  of  the  seven  favoring  the  election  of 
Tilden  to  the  presidency.  In  1880  a  large 
portion  of  the  Democratic  party  favored  his 
nomination  as  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
He  retired  in  the  fall  of  1897,  having 
served  a  greater  number  of  years  on  the 
supreme  bench  than  any  of  his  associates  or 
predecessors,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  coming 
next  in  length  of  service. 


JOHN  T.  MORGAN,  whose  services  in 
the  United  States  senate  brought  him 
into  national  prominence,  was  born  in 
Athens,  Tennessee,  June  20,  1824.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years  he  emigrated  to  Alabama, 
where  he  made  his  permanent  home,  and 
where  he  received  an  academic  education. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1845.  He  took  a 
leading  part  in  local  politics,  was  a  presi- 
dential elector  in  i860,  casting  his  ballot 
for  Breckenridge  and  Lane,  and  in  1861 
was  a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  which 
passed  the  ordinance  of  secession.  In  May, 
of  the  same  year,  he  joined  the  Confederate 
army  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  Cahawba 
Rifles,  and  was  soon  after  made  major  and 
then  lieutenant-colonel  ofthe  Fifth  Regiment. 
In  1862  he  was  commissioned  colonel,  and 
soon  after  made  brigadier-general  and  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  a  brigade  in  Vir- 
ginia. He  resigned  to  join  his  old  regiment 
whose  colonel  had  been  killed.  He  was 
soon  afterward  again  made  brigadier-gen- 
eral and  given  command  of  the  brigade  that 
included  his  regiment. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  continued  it  up  to  the  time 
of  his  election  to  the  United  States  senate,  in 
1 877.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  in  1 876, 
and  cast  his  vote  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks. 
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He  was  re-elected  to  the  senate  in  1883, 
and  again  in  18S9,  and  1S95.  His  speeches 
and  the  measnres  he  introduced,  marked 
as  they  were  by  an  intense  Americanism, 
brought    him    into   national  prominence. 


WILLIAM  McKINLEY, the  twenty-fifth 
president  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  at  Niles,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1844.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  a  Methodist  academy  in  the  small  village 
of  Poland,  Ohio.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  Mr.  McKinley  was  teaching  school, 
earning  twenty-five  dollars  per  month.  As 
soon  as  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon  he  en- 
listed in  a  company  that  was  formed  in 
Poland,  which  was  inspected  and  mustered 
in  by  General  John  C.  Fremont,  who  at 
first  objected  to  Mr.  McKinley,  as  being  too 
young,  but  upon  examination  he  was  finally 
accepted.  Mr.  McKinley  was  seventeen 
when  the  war  broke  out  but  did  not  look  his 
age.  He  served  in  the  Twenty-third  Ohio 
Infantry  throughout  the  war,  was  promoted 
from  sergeant  to  captain,  for  good  conduct 
on  the  field,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
for  meritorious  services,  he  was  brevetted 
major.  After  leaving  the  army  Major  Mc- 
Kinley took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in  1869  he  took 
his  initiation  into  politics,  being  elected  pros- 
ecuting attorney  of  his  county  as  a  Republi- 
can, although  the  district  was  usually  Demo- 
cratic. In  1 876  he  was  elected  to  congress, 
and  in  a  call  upon  the  President-elect,  Mr. 
Hayes,  to  whom  he  went  for  advice  upon  the 
way  he  should  shape  his  career,  he  was 
told  that  to  achieve  fame  and  success  he 
must  take  one  special  line  and  stick  to  it. 
Mr.  McKinley  chose  tariff  legislation  and 
he  became  an  authority  in  regard  to  import 
duties.      He  was  a  member  of  congress  for 


many  years,  became  chairman  of  the  ways 
and  means  committee,  and  later  he  advo- 
cated the  famous  tariff  bill  that  bore  his 
name,  which  was  passed  in  1S90.  In  the 
next  election  the  Republican  party  was 
overwhelmingly  defeated  through  the  coun- 
try, and  the  Democrats  secured  more  than 
a  two  thirds  majority  in  the  lower  house, 
and  also  had  control  of  the  senate,  Mr. 
McKinley  being  defeated  in  his  own  district 
by  a  small  majority.  He  was  elected  gov- 
ernor of  Ohio  in  1891  by  a  plurality  of 
twenty-one  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  two  years  later  he  was  re-elected 
by  the  still  greater  plurality  of  eighty  thou- 
sand, nine  hundred  and  ninety-five.  He  was 
a  delegate-at-large  to  the  Minneapolis  Re> 
publican  convention  in  1892,  and  was  in- 
structed to  support  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Harrison.  He  was  chairman  of  the  con^ 
vention,  and  was  the  only  man  from  Ohio 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Harrison  upon  the  roll  call. 
In  November,  1892.  a  number  of  prominent 
politicians  gathered  in  New  York  to  discuss 
the  political  situation,  and  decided  that  the 
result  of  the  election  had  put  an  end  to  Mc- 
Kinley and  McKinleyism.  But  in  less  than 
four  years  from  that  date  Mr.  McKinley  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency  against  the 
combined  opposition  of  half  a  dozen  rival 
candidates.  Much  of  the  credit  for  his  suc- 
cess was  due  to  Mark  A.  Hanna,  of  Cleve- 
land, afterward  chairman  of  the  Republican 
national  committee.  At  the  election  which 
occurred  in  November,  1896,  Mr.  McKinley 
was  elected  president  of  the  United  States 
by  an  enormous  majority,  on  a  gold  stand- 
ard and  protective  tariff  platform.  He  was 
inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  March,  1897, 
and  called  a  special  session  of  congress,  to 
which  was  submitted  a  bill  for  tariff  reform, 
which  was  passed  in  the  latter  part  of  July 
of  that  vear. 
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CINCINNATUS  HEINE  MILLER, 
known  in  the  literary  world  as  Joaquin 
Miller,  "  the  poet  of  the  Sierras,"  was  born 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1841.  When  only 
about  thirteen  years  of  age  he  ran  away 
from  home  and  went  to  the  mining  regions 
in  California  and  along  the  Pacific  coast. 
Some  time  afterward  he  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Modoc  Indians  and  lived  with  them 
for  five  years.  He  learned  their  language 
and  gained  great  influence  with  them,  fight- 
ing in  their  wars,  and  in  all  modes  of  living 
became  as  one  of  them.  In  1858  he  left 
the  Indians  and  went  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  studied  law,  and  in  i860  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Oregon.  In  1866  he 
was  elected  a  county  judge  in  Oregon  and 
served  four  years.  Early  in  the  seventies 
he  began  devoting  a  good  deal  of  time  to 
literary  pursuits,  and  about  1874  he  settled 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  wrote  many 
poems  and  dramas  that  attracted  consider- 
able attention  and  won  him  an  extended 
reputation.  Among  his  productions  may  be 
mentioned  "  Pacific  Poems,"  "  Songs  of  the 
Sierras,"  "Songs  of  the  Sun  Lands," 
' '  Ships  in  the  Desert, "  ' '  Adrianne,  a  Dream 
of  Italy,"  "Danites,"  "Unwritten  History," 
"  First  Families  of  the  Sierras  "  (a  novel), 
"  One  Fair  Woman  "  (a  novel),  "  Songs  of 
Italy,"  "Shadows  of  Shasta,"  "The  Gold- 
Seekers  of  the  Sierras,"  and  a  number  of 
others. 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  ROOT,  a 
noted  music  publisher  and  composer, 
was  born  in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  on  August  30,  1820.  While 
working  on  his  father's  farm  he  found  time 
to  learn,  unaided,  several  musical  instru- 
ments, and  in  his  eighteenth  year  he  went 
to  Boston,  where  he  soon  found  employ- 
ment as  a   teacher  of   music.      From    1839 


until  1844  he  gave  instructions  in  music  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  city,  and  was  also 
director  of  music  in  two  churches.  Mr. 
Root  then  went  to  New  York  and  taught 
music  in  the  various  educational  institutions 
of  the  city.  He  went  to  Paris  in  1850  and 
spent  one  year  there  in  study,  and  on  his  re- 
turn he  published  his  first  song,  "Hazel 
Dell."  It  appeared  as  the  work  of  "  Wur- 
zel,"  which  was  the  German  equivalent  of 
his  name.  He  was  the  originator  of  the 
normal  musical  institutions,  and  when  the 
first  one  was  started  in  New  York  he 
was  one  of  the  faculty.  He  removed  to 
Chicago,  Illinois,  in  i860,  and  established 
the  firm  of  Root  &  Cady,  and  engaged  in 
the  publication  of  music.  He  received,  in 
1872,  the  degree  of  "Doctor  of  Music" 
from  the  University  of  Chicago.  After  the 
war  the  firm  became  George  F.  Root  &  Co., 
of  Cincinnati  and  Chicago.  Mr.  Root  did 
much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  music  in  this 
country  by  his  compositions  and  work  as  a 
teacher.  Besides  his  numerous  songs  he 
wrote  a  great  deal  of  sacred  music  and  pub- 
lished many  collections  of  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music.  For  many  years  he  was  the 
most  popular  song  writer  in  America,  and 
was  one  of  the  greatest  song  writers  of  the 
war.  He  is  also  well-known  as  an  author, 
and  his  work  in  that  line  comprises:  "  Meth- 
ods for  the  Piano  and  Organ,"  "Hand- 
book on  Harmony  Teaching,"  and  innumer- 
able articles  for  the  musical  press.  Among 
his  many  and  most  popular  songs  of  the 
war  time  are :  ' '  Rosalie,  the  Prairie-flower, " 
"  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom,"  "  Just  Before  the 
Battle,"  "Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp,  the  Boys 
are  Marching,"  "  The  Old  Folks  are  Gone," 
"A  Hundred  Years  Ago,"  "Old  Potomac 
Shore,  "and  "  There's  Music  in  the  Air."  Mr. 
Root's  cantatas  include  ' '  The  Flower  Queen" 
and  "The  Haymakers."     He  died  in  1896. 
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HON.   JOHN   Y.   STONE. 

An  enumeration  of  those  men  of  the  pres- 
ent generation  who  have  won  honor  and 
pnbhc  recognition  for  themselves,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  honored  the  state  to 
which  they  belong,  would  be  incomplete 
were  there  failure  to  make  prominent  refer- 
ence to  the  one  whose  name  initiates  this 
paragraph.  He  holds  prominence  as  an  em- 
inent lawyer  and  statesman,  a  man  of  high 
scientific  and  literary  attainments,  a  valiant 
and  patriotic  soldier,  and  as  one  who  occu- 
pied a  most  trying  position  during  the  most 
exciting  epoch  in  the  political  and  military 
history  of  this  country  in  which  he  bore 
himself  with  such  credit  as  to  gain  him  the 
respect  of  all.  He  has  been  and  is  distinct- 
ively a  man  of  affairs,  and  one  who  has 
wielded  a  wide  influence.  A  strong  mental- 
ity, an  invincible  courage,  a  most  determined 
individuality  have  so  entered  into  his  makeup 
as  to  render  him  a  natural  leader  of  men  and 
a  director  of  opinion.  A  resident  of  Glen- 
wood,  Mills  county,  his  reputation  is  not 
bounded  by  the  confines  of  the  state,  for  he 
is  known  throughout  the  country  in  connec- 
tion with  his  political  and  professional  la- 
bors. He  is  a  western  man  and  the  enter- 
prise and  determined  spirit  that  enabled  so 


many  native  sons  of  Illinois  to  win  national 
distinction  have  been  manifest  in  his  career. 
Mr.  Stone  was  born  in  Sangamon  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  April  2^,  1843.  O11  Ijoth  the 
paternal  and  maternal  sides  he  is  descended 
from  old  southern  families,  his  ancestors 
being  among  the  early  settlers  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  Ex-Governor  William 
M.  Stone,  of  Iowa,  is  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Stone 
came  to  America  in  1620  on  the  Mayflower, 
one  of  whom  took  up  his  abode  in  New  Eng- 
land, while  the  other  settled  in  Virginia,  and 
from  the  latter  Air.  Stone  is  descended. 
Tradition  tends  to  prove  this  statement,  as 
do  all  the  records  of  the  family  that  are 
available.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
Mr.  Stone  were  Spencer  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
gis)  Stone.  The  former  was  a  native  of 
Virginia  and  in  early  life  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky, whence  he  emigrated  to  Illinois  dur-« 
ing  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the  history  of  that 
state,  when  William  Langford  Stone,  father 
of  John  v.,  was  but  six  years  of  age.  In 
1853  the  grandfather  came  to  ^[\\\s  county, 
Iowa,  and  entered  one  or  more  sections  of 
land  on  Silver  Creek  from  the  government 
or  bought  it  from  settlers.  In  the  fall  of  1856 
he  returned  in  a  covered  wagon  to  Illinois 
to  get  William  Stone's  three  children,  their 
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mother  having  died  in  Fehruary.     His  son 
WilHam  could  not  then  leave  Illinois,   but 
the   grandfather   brought    the   boy   and   his 
two  sisters,  younger  than  he,  the  old  gentle- 
man and  our    subject    sleeping    under  the 
wagon  at  night,   while  tlie  bed   was  made 
within  the  wagon  for  the  girls.     Jefferson 
Stone,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  and  his  fam- 
ily also  accompanied  the  party.     They  left 
their  Illinois  home  on  the  ist  of  September, 
arriving  at  their  destination  on  Silver  creek, 
on  the  13th  of  that  month.     In  December 
or  January   following  the   father   of   these 
children  also  came  to  them.     The  trip  was 
a    very    interesting    one    to    the    children. 
They  journeyed  westward  over  the  prairies, 
■crossed  the  rivers,  camped    out    by    night 
arid  prepared  their  food  by  the  aid  of  fires 
built  along  the  roadside.       Spencer   Stone 
developed  his  wild  land  into  a  well  culti- 
vated   farm   and     thereon   made     his   home 
until    some    time    after    the    close    of    the 
Civil   war,    when    he    returned   to    Illinois, 
spending  the  evening  of  his  life  near  Clin- 
ton, where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
His  father  was  in  the  war  of  18 12  and  in 
the  old  Indian  wars,  and  the  story  has  come 
down  the  line  of  time  that  upon  one  of  his 
hunting  expeditions  in  the  woods  of  Ken- 
tucky among  hostile  Indians,  he  was  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  he  was  being  watched 
by  an  Indian  and  at  length  discovered  the 
red  man  in  a  hollow  tree,  and  shot  him  before 
the   Indian,   who   was   taking  aim   at   him, 
could  fire. 

William  Langford  Stone,  Mr.  Stone's 
father,  was  a  native  of  Kentuck}^,  born  in 
1822,  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  entire  life,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  months  passed  in  Athens,  Illinois, 
during  which  time  he  engaged  in  the  coop- 


ering- business.     He  married  Alary  Ellen  ]Mc- 
Lemore,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Young  and 
Nancy  (Plumley)   McLemore.     Her  father 
was  an    old-time    Methodist    preacher    and 
school-teacher,  and  from  him  John  Young 
received  his  second  name.     Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.     Mrs. 
Stone  died  in  Athens,  Illinois,  in  February, 
1856.     She  was  born  in  or  near  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,   and  in  earl}^  womanhood  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  \\^illiam  L.  Stone, 
who  was  at  that  time  twent}^  years  of  age. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
a  son  and  two  daughters.     As  before  stated, 
the  children  accompanied  their  grandfather 
to  Iowa  and  a  few  months  later  the  father 
also  took  up  his  abode  in  Mills  county.     For 
two  years  he  rented  land  from  his  father,  and 
his  son,  then    usually   called    by  his  second 
name — Young — assisted   him   in   its   opera- 
tion.      He  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land,  making  small  payments  thereon,  and 
from  that  property  the  father  and  son  devel- 
oped a  farm  and  built  thereon  a  log  house. 
About  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  \\'illiam  L. 
Stone  moved  across  to  the  west  side  of  Sil- 
ver creek,  and  bought  land  there  until  he 
finally  had  a  farm  of  five  hundred  or  more 
acres,  on  which  he  died  in  August,    1899, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
He  was  again  married  in  1857.  his  second 
union  being  with   Sophia  Patrick,   a  noble 
woman,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  later  set- 
tlers of  the  community.     She  was  born  near 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  children  who  are  yet  living. 
She  was  also  to  her  step-children  a  devoted 
and  loving  mother,  being  possessed  of  noble 
qualities,   of  kindly  manner   and   of  genial 
disposition.      She    still    lives    upon    the    old 
homestead  on  Silver  creek,  near  Silver  City, 
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in  Mills  couuty,  and  her  stepson  feels  tor 
her  the  deepest  affection,  as  one  from  whom 
he  had  received  a  mother's  tender  care  and 
attention  in  his  yonth,  and  he  finds  great 
l^leasnre  in  visiting  the  old  homestead  and  in 
maintaining  the  affectionate  relations  of  his 
boyhood  days. 

Jt  is  with  i)leasure  that  we  enter  upon  the 
task  of  compiling  a  I)rief  life-history  of  Mr. 
Stone,  although  it  is  im[)ossil)le  in  the  space 
at  our  command  to  do  full  justice  to  one 
whose  life  activities  have  been  so  varied,  and 
\vhose  fields  of  usefulness  have  been  along 
so  many  lines,  lie  has  truly  wt)n  the  j)roud 
American  title  of  a  self-made  man.  Jn  his 
boyhood  he  had  the  privileges  of  the  common 
school,  hut  he  was  early  trained  to  labor. 
He  first  entered  school  when  seven  years  of 
age,  and  later  was  for  four  years  a  student 
at  Athens,  Illinois.  He  then  accompanied 
his  grandfather  to  Iowa,  where  his  advan- 
tages were  limited  to  the  district  school.  He 
learned  rapidly  and  S(jon  distanced  his  class- 
mates, manifesting  special  aptitude  in  his 
studies.  After  reaching  the  llawekye  state 
he  attended  school  through  the  winter  season, 
while  in  the  summer  months  he  worked  on 
the  home  farm  in  the  manner  usual  to  farm- 
er lads  of  that  day.  Steadily  he  worked  his 
way  upward  step  by  step,  ever  making  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  for  advancement. 
He  eagerly  embraced  every  opportunity  for 
acquiring  an  education.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  entered  the  high  school  in  Glen- 
wotxl,  Iowa,  there  pursuing  his  studies 
through  the  scholastic  years  of  1860-1.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  devoted  all  his  leisure 
hours  to  reading  and  study  and  thus  became 
familiar  with  many  books  with  which  many 
young  people  of  the  time  were  totally  unac- 
quainted.     In   the    countrv    school    he  had 


studied  algebra,  geometry  and  Latin.  These 
were  not  in  the  regular  curriculum,  but  the 
teacher,  a  Mr.  Perry  Crosswait,  was  a  well 
educated  man  and  assisted  him  in  his  studies 
along  these  lines — unusual  in  the  common 
schcjols  of  the  day.  It  is  still  told  of  him  on 
Silver  creek  that  he  distanced  all  competitors 
in  all  studies  and  that  he  "spelled  down"  all 
the  schools  within  a  radius  of  many  miles; 
and  even  about  twentv  vears  aeo.  when  the 
spelling-school  mania  took  possessicMi  of  the 
country,  and  when  there  was  a  grand  "spell- 
ing" tournament  at  Glen\yood,  he  met  and 
unhorsed  all  comers  except  his  partner.  Mr. 
S.  V.  Proudfit. 

Mr.  Stone  early  formed  the  desire  to  en- 
ter the  legal  profession.  Before  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  had  secured  a  copy 
of  Walker's  American  Law,  and  he  devoted 
every  leisure  moment  to  studying  the  prin- 
ciples ui  jurisprudence.  However,  there  was 
a  pause  in  his  legal  study  and  a  sudden 
change  in  his  young  life.  War  clouds  gath- 
ered, there  was  a  call  to  arms  and  his  pa- 
triotic s[)irit  was  aroused.  He  put  aside  all 
personal  ambitions  and  projects  for  the  time 
being,  and  on  the  9th  of  October,  1861, 
offered  his  services  to  the  government,  join- 
ing Company  F,  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 
under  Captain  E.  C.  Blackmar.  of  Glenwo(jd. 
Before  they  left  for  the  held  he  was  a])- 
pointed  a  corporal.  In  hi^  boyhood's 
happy  days  he  entered  most  heartily  in- 
to everything  which  elicited  his  sympa- 
thies, and  so  with  war.  After  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company  it  remained  in 
Glenwood  until  the  loth  of  November,  when 
the  trcjops  were  driven  in  wagons — for  there 
were  no  railroad.s — to  Eddyville,  wliere  they 
took  the  cars  for  Keokuk,  Iowa.  He  ra])- 
idlv  mastered  military  tactics,  and  notwith- 
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standing  his  inferior  rank  was  often  deputed 
to  act  as  drillmaster  for  his  company.  He 
quickly  accjuired  a  knowledge  of  all  the  rou- 
time  and  minuti?e  of  military  life  and  of  the 
army  regulations.  On  the  19th  of  March, 
1862,  the  Fifteenth,  on  a  drizzly  day,  in  the 
presence  of  assembled  thousands  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Keokuk,  embarked  on  a  steamer  for 
Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis.  Concerning 
the  embarkation  a  historian  of  Iowa  troops 
has  said :  "Never  shall  I  forget  that  mem- 
orable and  sacred  moment,  when  the  boat, 
bearing  the  precious  load  of  that  noble  reg- 
iment of  patriots  called  the  Fifteenth  Iowa 
Volunteers,  pushed  off  amid  the  huzzas,  God- 
bless-you's  and  floating  handkerchiefs  from 
houses  and  steeples,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach.  It  was,  indeed,  a  moment  worth  a 
life-time.  The  regiment  moved  down  the 
majestic  river,  Mississippi,  and  the  rain  con- 
tinued to  patter  on  the  windows  of  the  Gate 
City  as  though  nothing  had  happened;  the 
handkerchiefs  continued  to  wave  till  long 
after  the  boat  passed  beyond  the  vision,  and 
it  was  some  time  before  the  hospitable  city- 
realized  that  the  Fifteenth  had  gone — many 
to  return  with  new  honors  and  pleasing 
fame,  others  to  find  'glor}^  and  the  grave'  on 
the  battle-fields  of  the  south." 

At  Benton  Barracks  the  reoiment  re- 
ceived  their  new  Springfield  rifles  and  took 
supplies;  and  a  few  days  later  they  were 
ordered  to  the  front,  going  down  the  Miss- 
issippi and  up  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers 
in  the  steamer  Minnehaha,  to  take  part  in  the 
great  battle  of  Shiloh.  Their  boat  reached 
the  wharf  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.^  and  two 
hours  later  they  heard  the  roar  of  battle. 
At  eight  o'clock  that  morning,  the  6th  of 
Aprils  they  were  off  the  boat,  receiving  their 
ammunition,    after     which     thev    marched 


about  three  miles,  and  at  ten  q'clock  were  in 
the  thickest  of  the  battle  with  McClellan's  di- 
vision on  the  right.  In  this  battle  the  Fif- 
teenth and  Sixteenth  Iowa  regiments  fought 
together.  Bv  some  error  the  Fifteenth  was 
taken  into  the  conflict  across  an  open  field, 
marching  b}^  the  right  flank  instead  of  mov- 
ing in  line  of  battle.  Being  under  a  heavy 
musketry  and  artillery  fire  the  regiment  lost 
severely  in  going  in.  The  line  of  battle  was 
formed  in  the  woods  after  crossing  the  field, 
under  a  terrific  rain  of  lead  and  iron.  Col- 
onel Reid  was  dangerously  and  Major  Bel- 
knap severely  wounded.  Captain  Blackmar 
and  First  Lieutenant  Goode,  of  Corporal 
Stone's  company,  were  severely  wounded, 
and  the  command  of  the  company  devolved 
upon  Lieutenant  Throckmorton,  of  Sidney, 
Iowa.  In  two  hours  the  company  and  regi- 
ment lost  more  than  one-third  of  their  num- 
bers. In  marching  through  the  underbrush 
Corporal  Stone  lost  his  bayonet,  which  in 
some  way  was  pulled  out  of  his  scabbard. 
That  part  of  the  field  had  been  the  scene  of 
a  hard  conflict  just  before,  and  many  dead 
L^nion  soldiers  of  some  other  command  were 
lying  around.  From  the  scabbard  of  one  of 
them  having  the  same  kind  of  gun.  Corporal 
Stone  took  the  bayonet  and  put  it  in  his  own 
scabbard.  Captain  James  G.  Day,  then  of 
Company  I,  and  afterward  judge  for  many 
years  of  the  district  and  supreme  courts  of 
Iowa,  was  dangerously  wounded  near  Cor- 
poral Stone,  who  with  others  placed  the 
wounded  officer  on  a  horse,  whose  rider  had 
been  killed  or  wounded,  and  started  him  to 
a  place  of  safety.  Captain  Day  had  been 
first  lieutenant  of  Mr.  Stone's  company  and 
had  helped  organize  it,  and  lived  at  Sidney, 
in  Fremont  county,  Iowa.  Afterward  Cor- 
poral Stone  himself  was  wounded  by  a  spent 
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grapeshot,  but  not  dangerously.  It  was  a 
bitter  and  disastrous  day  to  the  regiment 
and  never  afterward  did  it  have  so  terrible 
a  conflict,  except  before  Atlanta,  on  July  22, 
1864. 

After  the  battle  of  Shiloh  the  command 
engaged  in  slow  ai)proaches  to  Corinth  and 
the  siege  of  that  important  point.  One  day 
while  close  up  to  the  enemy  Corporal  Stone 
\vas  on  duty  on  the  advance  picket  line.  He 
liad  three  men  under  him  at  a  post  a  few 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  main  guard, 
and  in  front  of  this  post  one  of  these  three 
was  placed  as  a  vidette  at  a  rail  fence  about 
a  hundred  yards  in  advance.  When  the 
German  lieutenant,  who  could  not  speak 
English  plainly,  gave  Corporal  Stone  his  in- 
structions he  was  understood  to  say  that  if 
the  \itlette  was  fired  upon  the  Corporal 
should  immediately  go  forward  with  the 
other  two  men  to  support  him.  Once  dur- 
ing tlie  day  several  shots  were  fired  at  this 
vidette  by  some  of  the  enemy  across  a  small 
field.  The  corporal  promptly  took  his  two 
men  to  the  front  to  support  his  vidette.  The 
firing  attracted  the  attention  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Dewey  of- the  Fifteenth  Iowa,  who 
was  the  grand  officer  of  the  guard  for  that 
■day,  and  he  came  dashing  up  rapidly  on 
horseback  with  his  escort  to  see  what  was 
the  matter.  Xot  finding  the  corporal  and 
the  two  men  at  the  post,  the  colonel  with  his 
usual  impetuosity  began  to  storm  about  their 
deserting  their  post.  But  presently  he  as- 
certained they  were  out  in  front  and  he  sent 
out  after  them  and  demanded  of  the  corporal 
why  he  had  left  the  post.  On  being  informed 
of  the  instructions  the  corporal  had  received, 
the  colonel  said :  ''\\'ell,  you  either  misun- 
derstood him  or  he  got  things  mixed.  j\Iy 
orders   were   that   if   the   vidette   was   fired 


upon  he  should  fall  back  to  the  post.  But 
since  you  'retreated'  to  the  front  instead  of 
to  the  rear,  I  will  not  look  into  the  matter 
any  further." 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
the  Eleventh,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth  and  Six- 
teenth Iowa  regiments  were  organized  into 
a  brigade  which  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  ]\I.  M.  Crocker,  of  Iowa, 
who  continued  in  that  capacity  till  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  a  division  later  on. 
It  was  known  ever  after  as  the  "Iowa  Bri- 
gade," or  "Crocker's  Brigade,"  and  as  thus 
organized  it  continued  till  it  was  mustered 
out  after  the  war.  The  siege  of  Corinth 
lasted  nearly  a  month  and  every  hour,  day 
and  night,  was  one  of  danger  and  death. 
Soon  after  the  capture  of  Corinth  Cor- 
poral Stone  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  orderly  sergeant,  and  a  little  later  to 
that  of  second  lieutenant.  He  was  thence- 
forth in  all  the  marches,  skirmishes,  sieges 
and  battles  of  his  regiment  and  brigade. 
.Among  these  operations  were  embraced  the 
campaigns  and  movements  of  General  Grant 
to  clear  the  enemy  from  that  country ;  the 
march  to  Bolivar;  the  engagements  near 
there;  the  return  to  Corinth,  the  march  to 
luka  and  return;  the  battle  of  Corinth;  tha 
march  to  Grand  Junction  from  Corinth ;  the 
maneuvers  and  skirmishes  on  the  Ilatchee; 
the  march  to  Memphis,  Tennessee;  the 
minor  actions  and  marches  in  southwestern 
Tennessee  and  northern  ]\Iississip[)i;  the 
march  down  through  Mississippi  toward 
Vicksburg,  until  the  capture  of  Holly 
Springs  in  the  rear,  thus  compelling  Grant 
to  return  and  change  his  whole  campaign 
against  Vicksburg;  the  trip  by  steam-boat 
from  jMemphis  to  points  opposite  Vicksburg, 
in  preparation  for  that  great  campaign ;  the 
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occupancy  of  Young's  Point,  opposite  Vicks- 
burg;  the  return  up  the  river  to  Lake  Prov- 
idence; going  back  to  MilHken's  bend;  the 
march  to  Grand  Gulf,  below  the  city;  the 
investment  and  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where 
danger  and  death  were  ever  present ;  the  de^ 
fense  on  Black  river,  under  General  Sher- 
man, of  the  rear  of  Grant's  army,  which  was 
then  threatened  by  a  Confederate  army  un- 
der General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  afterward 
the  great  Confederate  leader  against  Sher- 
man in  the  Atlanta  campaign ;  and  the  march 
from  V^icksburg  to  Monroe,  on  the  Washita 
river   toward   Texas,    the   most   exhausting 
and  terrible  march  the  brigade  ever  made 
and  on  a  fruitless  and  useless  errand.     For 
two  months,  including  this  march.  Lieuten- 
ant Stone  was  acting  adjutant  of  the  regi- 
ment.    He  also  took  part  in  the  march  under 
Sherman  from  Vicksburg"  eastward  to  Me- 
ridian to  break  the  communications  of  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  who  was  commanding  a  large 
Confederate   army   near    Chattanooga ;    the 
march  from  Clifton,  Tennessee,  where  Lieu- 
tenant Stone  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  on 
the  brigade  staff,  in  April  and  May,   1864, 
by  way  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  to  join  Sher- 
man at  Acworth  in  the  Atlanta  campaign ; 
the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain;  the  innu- 
merable minor  conflicts    of    this  great  cam- 
paign and  the  desperate  engagements  near 
Nickajack  creek,  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  July, 
1864. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  July, 
Colonel  \y.  W.  Belknap,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Iowa,  received  orders  to  take  his  own  regi- 
ment, the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  and  two  guns  of 
the  First  Minnesota  Battery,  move  out  to  the 
right  and  front  and  find  a  certain  road,  pre- 
paratory to  a  move  by  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee against  the  enemy.     Lieutenant  Stone 


of  the  brigade  staff  was  assigned  to  him  to 
act  as  staff  officer  in  this  movement.  Colo- 
nel Belknap  had  a  high  opinion  of  Lieuten- 
ant Stone's  character  and  military  ability, 
and  on  learning  of  his  candidacy  for  attor- 
ney general  twenty-four  years  later,  wrote 
him  the  following  letter: 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  4,   1888. 

Hon.  John  Y.  Stone,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

My  Dear  Stone :  The  days  of  August,  as 
well  as  those  of  July,  1864,  twenty-four  years 
ago,  near  and  around  Atlanta,  were  about  as 
hot  in  temperature  as  these  and  hotter,  too, 
in  another  way.  These  summer  days,  July 
4th  and  5th,  remind  me  of  Nickajack  creek, 
of  July  20th,  2 1  St,  22d,  and  28th;  of  those 
fields  and  woods  around  Atlanta ;  and  of  the 
August  days  of  that  fearful  siege  when  the 
whole  line  was  a  skirmish  line  and  every 
sound  seemed  to  speak  of  death. 

I  have  lately  seen  mention  made  many 
times  of  your  candidacy  for  the  attorney 
generalship  of  Iowa,  and  this  has  taken  me 
back  to  those  days  of  1864,  when,  on  the 
staff  of  Colonel  Hall,  who  commanded  the 
Third  Brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division,  and 
of  myself  when  I  became  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  you  did  your 
work  well.  So  many  years  have  passed 
since  the  war  that  we  can  hardly  realize 
now,  ourselves,  how  constant,  how  danger- 
ous and  how  exacting  the  work  of  an  aid- 
de-camp  was.  You  certainly  fulfilled  your 
duties  to  the  letter.  Your  career  as  a  pri- 
vate and  non-commissioned  officer  in  Com- 
pany F,  of  the  Fifteenth,  had  won  you- 
credit  and  promotion  to  a  second  lieutenancy, 
arid,  had  I  needed  any  proof  of  your  courage, 
ability,  and  real  daring,  I  would  have  found 
it  fully  on  that  4th  day  of  July,  1864,  when 
we  advanced  from  Camp  173  with  the  Fif- 
teenth Iowa,  a  section  of  the  First  Minne- 
sota Battery  under  Lieutenant  Hedrick,  and 
the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  "to  find,"  as  my  order 
said,  "the  road  to  the  bridge  over  Nickajack 
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creek,  on  the  way  to  Turner's  l'\-rrv.  mi  the 
Chattalioocliee."  On  we  went,  with  no 
guide  and  only  a  rous^h  nia])  made  on  my 
knee,  with  pencil,  which  is  now  hcfore  me, 
and  all  i  knew  was  that  1  was  to  tiixl 
'"Widow  jMitchell's  Farm"  and  "hie  left  to- 
wards the  creek."  We  did  fnid  the  farm, 
and  we  did  turn  to  the  left,  and  had  in  a 
few  moments  all  the  necessary  salutes  for  the 
glorious  4t]i,  which  we  could  desire.  We 
had  there  as  sharj)  a  hght  for  the  numhers 
enoaeed  as  1  ever  care  io  he  in.  Colonel 
Hedrick,  with  the  advance,  did  i^allant  serv- 
ice. You  were  with  him.  and  were  with 
myself,  when  needed.  In  fact  you  were 
everywhere  in  that  sharp  action,  and  you 
showed  good  judgment,  original  and  true 
ideas  as  to  the  then  unknown  position  of  the 
enemy,  and  hravery  under  a  hidden,  and 
hence  most  dangerous  and  harassing,  hre, 
which  impressed  me  most  thoroughly.  In 
a  minute  or  two  we  had  many  casualties. 
But  our  hrave  fellows  dro\-e  them  over  a 
mile,  and  within  a  day  or  two  we  found 
that  our  detachment  had  engaged  a  large 
portion  of  the  Rehel  army.  The  heavy  ar- 
tillery pounding  which  we  received  from  the 
Fort  near  Turner's  Ferry  soon  afterward 
sh.owed  that  our  fight  in  which  you  took  so 
gallant  and  prominent  part,  had  developed  a 
lareer  force  there  than  our  division  and 
corps  commander  had  thought  of.  Of  this 
fight  I  wrote  a  report,  giving  you  due  credit. 
In  the  hurry  of  campaign  movements  I 
kept  no  copy.  The  original  was  never  found 
and  no  report  has  been  published.  I  regret 
this  extremely,  for  it  deserved  full  record. 
However,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  ofli- 
cers  and  men  all  behaved  with  great  gallantry 
and  did  some  of  their  best  work  in  a  few 
moments. 

I  have  enlarged  on  this  fight,  uiy  dear 
Stone,  because  you  were  nearer  me  there 
than  usual,  and  I  saw  you  "go  in"  with  most 
nianlv  coura"-e  and  do  vour  work  well. 

In  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  brio- 
ade,  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  and  to  the 


lime  of  your  mu.^tcr  out,  you  were  always 
at  the  front,  and  always  faithful. 

1  am  sure  that  in  civil  life  as  well  as 
military  you  will  stay  at  the  "front,"  and 
that  you  will  always,  wherever  you  arc^  do 
credit  to  the  I'^ifteenth  Iowa,  and  to  the 
place  where  you  began  your  law  >tutlies, 
"in  the  field,"  with  the  headcjuarters  of  the 
Iowa  Brigade  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps. 
Verv  truly  yours. 

W.  'W.    P.ELKX.M'. 

At  one  time  in  this  engagement  Lieuten- 
ant Stone,  sitting  on  his  horse  at  an  exposed 
point,  was.  with  a  field  glass,  trying  to  de- 
tect the  position  of  a  concealed  portion  of 
the  enemy,  when  two  shells  from  Confeder- 
ate guns  (exploded  almost  simultane  »usl\i 
within  a  few  feet  of  him.  He  was  enveloped 
in  a  cloud  of  smoke  and  his  comrades  wlu) 
witnessed  the  scene  supposed  he  was  torn 
to  pieces;  Imt  when  the  smoke  was  blown 
away  he  was  continuing  his  investigations 
as  before  and  both  he  and  his  horse  were 
unhurt. 

Later  in  the  day  of  that  Fourth  of  July. 
the  other  two  regiments  of  the  brigade  came 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Six- 
teenth, when  Colonel  Hall  became  the  .senior 
officer  and  took  command.  But  these  were 
not  enough,  and  the  balance  of  the  ili vision 
came  up  as  reinforcements.  The  Iowa  bri- 
gade, however,  maintained  the  front,  and 
during  the  following  day  pressed  forward  to 
the  Xickajack.  capturing  two  lines  of  en- 
trenchments on  the  nnite;  and  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  5th  seizetl  the  line  of  the 
creek  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  forts 
a  half  mile  in  front.  When  this  important 
line  was  taken  the  l)rigade  commander  sent 
Lieutenant  Stone,  as  an  aid-de-camp  on  his 
staff,  to  make  a  verbal  report  of  the  facts  to 
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General  Walter  O.  Gresham,  the  division 
commander,  who  was  some  distance  in  the 
rear.  General  Gresham,  whose  staff  officers 
were  all  absent  on  various  duties  on  the  field, 
sent  Lieutenant  Stone  to  repeat  the  report 
to  General  Blair,  the  corps  commander. 
General  Blair  was  a  mile  or  more  in  the 
rear,  on  the  top  of  a  small  mountain  where 
he  could  o1)serve  many  of  the  operations  on 
the  field.  Here  Lieutenant  Stone  made  the 
report  briefly  to  General  Blair,  but  there 
were  present  Major  General  James  B.  Mc- 
Pherson.  the  commander  of  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  Major  General  John  A. 
Logan,  whose  corps,  the  fifteenth,  was  then 
coming  up.  General  McPherson  asked 
Lieutenant  Stone  many  questions  about  the 
topography  of  the  ground,  the  depth  and 
tortuousness  of  the  creek  and  the  like.  After 
taking  the  line  above  mentioned  that  portion 
of  the  army  went  into  camp.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  brigade  consisted  of  a  tent 
fly  and  a  mess  chest,  and  were  located  a  hun- 
dred vards  behind  a  low  ridsfe.  Three- 
C[uarters  of  a  mile  in  front  and  beyond  the 
creek  was  a  long  high  ridge  on  which  the 
enemy  were  entrenched  and  along  which  they 
had  posted  twenty  or  thirty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery in  forts.  On  the  low  ridge  in  front  of 
the  brigade  headquarters  was  posted  the 
Tenth  Ohio  Battery,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Budlong.  One  evening  about  sun- 
down, soon  after  the  events  above  narrated, 
this  whole  line  of  Confederate  artillery 
opened  a  terrific  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell 
on  this  devoted  Ohio  battery,  and,  of  course, 
the  headquarters,  being  in  line  just  in  the 
rear  of  the  battery,  caught  the  full  force  of 
the  fire.  The  fury  of  the  bombardment  for 
a  cjuarter  of  an  hour  was  never  surpassed  by 
an  equal  number  of  guns.     The  six  guns 


under  the  intrepid  Budlong  contributed  their 
share.  This  was  the  "heavy  artillery  pound- 
ing'' referred  to  in  General  Belknap's  letter 
above  c[uoted. 

Shortly  afterward,  being  outflanked  on 
their  left  by  General  Schofield's  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  the  Confederate  army  retreated  across 
the  Chattahoochee  river,  soon  followed  by 
Sherman's  army.  In  this  movement  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  marched  rapidly  to  the 
left  and  crossed  the  river  at  Roswell's 
While  Hooker  was  fighting  the  battle  of 
Peach  Tree  Creek  on  the  20th,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  the  Iowa  brigade  was  mak- 
ing a  strong  diversion  on  his  left  and  front 
to  hold  the  enemy  from  re-enforcing  the 
command  fighting  him.  In  taking  position 
to  aid  this  purpose,  part  of  the  brigade  was 
at  the  crest  of  a  ridge,  and  across  a  narrow 
valley  to  the  left  the  balance  of  the  brigade 
was  placed,  after  separating  from  the  main 
body  in  the  woods  at  the  head  of  the  valley. 
This  valley  was  at  least  two  hundred  yards 
wide  and  was  so  exposed  to  the  enemy  en- 
trenched on  an  eminence  that  it  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  fill  the  gap  at  that  time. 
After  Lieutenant  Stone  had  shown  the  part 
of  the  brigade  on  the  left  its  proper  position, 
it  became  necessar}^  for  him  to  go  as  quickly 
as  possible  to  the  ridge  on  the  right  to  make 
a  report.  He  could  not  go  across  the  valley 
without  great  danger,  and  he  could  not 
make  the  long  circuit  in  the  rear  without 
losing  too  much  time.  He  decided  to  chance 
the  run  across  the  valley,  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  enemy's  entrenchment. 
Putting  his  horse  at  full  speed  he  dashed 
into  the  valley  in  the  open  field.  Hundreds 
of  shots  were  fired  at  him  as  he  made  the 
run,  but  at  the  close  he  waved  his  cap  at  the 
enemv   and    entered   unharmed   behind    the 
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ridge.  The  Confederates,  no  doubt  glad 
of  his  escape,  raised  a  tremendous  shout  of 
admiration.  A  niinute  or  two  after  this,  as 
Lieutenant  Stone  was  going  to  (ieneral 
Gresham  to  report  to  him  the  con(htion  of 
matters  on  the  left,  he  found  that  officer 
near*  the  top  of  the  ridge  dangerously 
wounded.  Colonel  Hall  then  took  command 
of  the  division  and  Colonel  Shane  of  the 
Thirteenth  Iowa  assumed  command  of  the 
brigade.  That  night  the  ridge  and  the  val- 
ley were  entrenched  and  the  gap  occupied, 
and  General  Giles  A.  Smith  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  division.  On  the  21st  General 
eral  Force's  brigade  was  ordered  to  press 
forward  on  the  left  and  take  a  strong  posi- 
tion. The  Iowa  brigade  was  ordered  to 
charge  the  works  in  their  front,  to  hold  the 
enemy  there  and  keep  them  from  re-enforc- 
ing against  General  Force.  The  brigade 
moved  forward  in  splendid  style,  but,  as 
was  expected,  were  repulsed,  with  a  heavy 
loss.  The  charge  and  return  occupied  twen- 
ty-seven minutes.  It  was  one  of  those  sacri- 
fices that  sometimes  ha\-e  to  l)e  made  in  war 
to  help  other  points  of  the  line,  and  in  thi.> 
instance  the  Iowa  boys  held  the  enemy  to 
their  entrenchments  till  General  Force  ac- 
complished the  work  assigned  to  him.  In 
the  charge  Lieutenant  Stone's  horse  was 
shot  and  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  bri- 
gade then  resumed  its  position  behind  the 
works  on  the  ridge  and  in  the  valley.  Dur 
ing  the  night  of  the  21st  the  brigade  moved 
further  to  the  left  and  entrenched. 

On  July  22.  one  of  the  most  savage  bat- 
tles of  the  war  was  fought  in  front  of  At- 
lanta. The  Iowa  brigade  formed  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  Sevententh  Corps.  There 
was  a  gap  of  a  half  a  mile  between  it  and 
Dodge's     Corps     coming   up     on     its     left. 


Through  this  gap  the  Confederate  division 
under  llardie  entered  and  charged  the  rear 
of  the  division  to  which  the  Iowa  l)rigade 
belonged.  Here  the  heroic  and  talented  Mc- 
pherson was  mortally  wounded  and  died. 
Mis  last  act  in  life  was  to  receive  a  drink 
of  water  from  the  hand  of  i)rivate  George 
1).  Reynolds,  of  the  Fifteenth  Iowa,  who 
himself  was  severely  wounded.  I''or  this 
brave  and  kindly  act,  done  in  the  face 
of  a  charging.  Veiling  column  of  the  en- 
emy, private  Reynolds  afterward  received 
a  gold  medal  of  honor  in  the  presence  of 
the  army  cori)s.  The  brigade  had  only 
gone  into  the  position  late  the  night  be- 
fore. Attacked  in  the  rear  the  Iowa  regi- 
ments jumped  over  their  own  works  and 
desperately  resisted.  No  sooner  would  they 
repel  assailants  from  one  side  than  they 
would  be  charged  by  a  large  force  on  the 
otiier.  Seven  times  these  heroic  Iowa  boys 
jumped  over  the  entrenchments  to  repel 
charoes  from  tiie  other  side.  Many  Con- 
federates  charged  squarely  up  against  the 
works  and  were  seized  by  the  Iowa  men  and 
dragged  over.  The  enemy  made  heroic  as- 
saults.  The  Confederate  Colonel  Lampley, 
of  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama,  rode  up  against 
the  line  of  earthworks,  sword  in  hand  and 
wounded,  animating  his  men.  He  was 
seized  by  the  collar  by  Colonel  \\'.  W.  1  Bel- 
knap of  the  Fifteenth  Iowa,  pulled  oft'  bis 
hor.se  and  dragged  over  the  works.  As 
tliis  Confederate  officer  came  up  he  was  wav- 
ing a  white  handkerchief  in  his  left  hand. 
Colonel  Belknap,  supposing  it  to  be  a  flag  of 
truce  and  a  confession  of  surrender,  ordered 
his  men  to  cease  firing.  By  the  side  of  the 
Alabamian's  hor.se  was  a  boy  about  six- 
teen years  old.  Colonel  Lampley  pointed  his 
sword  at  Colonel  Belknap,  who  was  a  large 
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man  with  a  full,  long  red  t)eard — a  man  who 
would  attract  attention  anywhere — and  or- 
dered the  boy  to  "shoot  that  officer."  The 
boy  instantly  fired  at  the  Union  colonel,  but 
missed  him.  After  pulling  the  Alabama 
officer  over  the  works  Belknap  seized  the  boy 
by  his  hair  and  with  his  saber  in  his  hand 
said  to  him :  "If  you  were  not  such  a  brave 
little  rascal  I  would  chop  your  head  off.'' 
Then  turning  to  the  Confederate  colonel  said, 
"\\''hat  do  vou  mean  bv  ordering  vour  men 
to  shoot  me  when  I  have  ordered  my  men 
to  stop  firing  out  of  respect  to  yoiu^  flag  of 
truce?"  The  Confederate  then  noticed  for 
the  first  time  the  significance  of  his  white 
handkerchief,  and  immediately  explained 
that  he  was  waving  his  handkerchief  in  lead- 
ing up  his  men,  and  in  his  excitement  had 
not  thought  of  its  being  a  sign  of  asking  a 
truce.  He  apologized  handsomely  for  his 
mistake,  expressing  the  most  profound  re- 
gret, and  seemed  to  be  more  sorrowful  over 
it  than  over  his  dreadful  wound,  which  Bel- 
knap had  not  observed  till  then.  The  battle 
was  desperate  and  often  hand  to  hand. 
Lieutenant  Stone  was  in  the  midst  of  it,  per- 
forming the  difficult  and  dangerous  duties 
of  his  position,  and  was  a  witness  of  the 
above  incident  of  the  battle. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  battle  Lieutenant 
Stone  had  borrowed  the  horse  of  Lieutenant 
Safely  of  the  Eleventh  Iowa,  who  com- 
manded the  relief  and  ambulance  corps. 
Some  time  after  the  battle  began  and  when 
the  ammunition  was  running  low,  Colonel 
Hall  sent  Lieutenant  Stone  some  dista'nce 
away  to  order  an  ammunition  wagon.  On  his 
return  the  spreading  columns  of  the  enemy 
in  the  rear  very  nearly  captured  liim  and  the 
precious  wagon,  but  by  a  quick  dash  to  the 
right  he  brought  the  wagon  through  to  the 


needy  soldiers;  l3ut  the  borrowed  horse  was 
killed  before  the  act  was  accomplished. 
Thenceforth  during  the  battle  Lieutenant 
Stone  performed  his  duties  on  another  bor- 
rowed horse,  and,  as  General  Belknap  truly 
says  in  his  letter,  no  duties  are  more  con- 
stant, more  exacting  or  more  perilous  in' bat- 
tle than  those  of  an  aid-de-camp  on  the  bri- 
gade or  division  staff.  All  that  long  after- 
noon the  battle  raged.  After  it  was  over 
Colonel  Hall,  in  his  report  to  his  supe- 
rior officer,  expressed  the  highest  apprecia- 
tion of    Lieutenant   Stone's    help,    conduct 
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and  came  out  eight  hundred. 
Though  the  command  won  a  splendid  vic- 
tory, it  lost — for  a  little  while — some  ground 
in  the  progress  of  the  battle  'by  moving  to  the 
right  for  a  better  position  for  defense.  In 
doing  this  the  headquarters  of  the  brigade 
commander  fell,  for  a  time,  within  the  Con- 
federate lines.  Colonel  Hall  had  bought  a 
bottle  of  champagne  at  St.  Louis,  Avhich  he 
kept  in  the  chest,  with  the  frequently  avowed 
intention  of  drinking  when  Atlanta  fell.  The 
day  following  the  battle  a  flag  of  truce  came 
in  from  the  Confederate  general  in  front  of 
that  part  of  the  line  for  permission  to  get  the 
Confederate  dead  within  our  lines  to  btu'y 
them.  The  rec[uest  was  acceded  to  and 
Lieutenant  Stone,  as  member  of  the  staff, 
was  one  of -the  officers  sent  to  supervise  the 
affair.  A  strip  of  ground  between  the  two 
lines,  one  hundred  feet  wide,  was  established 
with  a  Confederate  guard  along  their  side 
and  a  federal  guard  along  the  L^nion  side. 
The  dead  of  each  side  were  brought  in  by 
the  other  and  deposited  here  to  be  received. 
In  this  strip  Lieutenant  Stone  met  General 
Govan  of  the  Confederate  armv,  who  had 
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commanded   one   of  the  l)rigades   that   had 
charged  the  Iowa  hrigiule  so  liercely  the  day 
hefore.     In  the  con\-ersati(.)n  of  an  honr  they 
had  tliere  (hn^in!:;-  the  pendency  of  the  truee 
they  talked  alxml  the  battle,     (ieneral  ( iovan 
told  Lieutenant  Stone  that  he  had  captured 
some  officer's  headcjuarters   the  day  hefore 
and  had  found  a  bottle  of  champagne  in  the 
mess  chest.    Lieutenant  Stone  then  told  him 
Colonel  Ifall  had  been  keeping  that  wine  to 
drink  w  hen  the  cit}-  ^ji  Atlanta  was  cai)tured. 
The  Confederate  general  smiled  and  politely 
said  he  regretted  that  tlie  colonel  must  be 
disappointed,  for  he  and  his  staff  had  drank 
the  champagne  the  night  before.  The  cham- 
pagne was  not  all  the  Confederates  got  in 
the  brief  space  of  time  the}"  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  headcjuarters.     An  officer's  sixty- 
dollar  overcoat,  which  Lieutenant  Stone  had 
bought  in  St.  Louis,  was  taken,  though  it  was 
in  Jul)'   and   the   weather   was   very  warm. 
The  mess  chest  remained,  but  its  contents 
were   gone.     But    we    cannot    follow    these 
events  in  detail.      Six  days  later  another  se- 
vere battle  was  fought  ])y  the  survivors  on 
the  right  of  the  line,  known  as  the  battle  of 
the  28th  of  July,  or  Ezra  Church,  under  the 
eye  of  Major  General  O.  O.  Howard,  who 
had   taken   command   of   the   Army   of   the 
Tennessee    some   days   tafter    the    death    of 
General    .McPherson. 

Thenceforth  the  siege  of  Atlanta  pro- 
gresed,  the  Iowa  brigade  doing  its  full  share. 
In  the  latter  part  of  August.  Sherman  swung 
the  left  of  his  army,  which  included  the  bri- 
gade, far  aroinid  to  his  right  toward  Jones- 
bo  ro  and  thus  forced  Hood  with  liis  army  out 
of  Atlanta.  The  brigade  had  short  rest.  I4i 
a  very  few  weeks  the  indomitable  Flood  was 
marching  around  and  in  the  rear  (»f  Sherman. 
The  L'nion   army   followed,  but  could   not 


overtake   him.«   'Jdie   pursuit   of   Hood   was 
attended  by  man\-  aimoyances.  Amcjng  them 
was  a  serious  (jne  in  Snake  Creek  Gap,  in 
the  mountains  near  Re.saca.     The  gap  is  a 
gorge   or  very    small  \alley.  with    but  little 
more  than  enough  room  fur  the  wagon  road. 
On  each  side  was  heavy  timber.     Through 
the  whole  length  of  the  twehe  or  thirteen 
miles,     the     Confederates,     after     passing 
through  luul   felled  large    trees    across    the  ' 
narrow  roadwa\-.     Jt  took  a  long  time  for  a 
large  force  to  clear  them  out.     Before  start- 
ing on  that  pursuit- General  Sherman  had  is- 
sued a  stringent  order  limiting  wagon  trans- 
portation,  and  prohibiting   from  the  trains 
all   carriages,   buggies,    carts    and   wagons 
picked  up  along  the  line.     On  the  day  the 
gap  was    being  cleared    of    trees,   General 
Sherman  was  sitting  on  a  log  beside  the  road 
near  the  head  of  the  Iowa  brigade,   which 
had  stopped,  waiting  on  the  work  in  front. 
There  was  a  train  of  army  wagons  also  wait- 
ing ahead  of  the  brigade.     General  Sherman^ 
on    looking   ahead,    saw     a     small    country 
wagon   drawn   by   a   pair   of  broken   down 
horses,   with  a  cow   tied   behind   it,   and   a 
soldier   servant   in    charge   of    it.      General 
.Sherman  had  the  man  l)rought  to  him  and 
demanded  to  know  whose  wagon  that  was. 
He  was  told  that  it  Ijelonged  to  a  colonel  of 
the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  all  of  whose  per- 
sonal luggage  and  camp  equipment  were  in 
the  wagon.     General  Sherman  then  said  to 
the  man.  ^'\'\\  have  you  shot."   Then  turning 
to  Belknap  the  general  said  loudly.  "General 
Belknap,    1    want   }oti    to   ])ut    this   man   in 
charge  of  your  pro\-ost  guard  and  have  him 
shot  to-morrrow  morning  at  sun-up."    Gen- 
eral Belknap  scrutinized  Sherman's  face  long 
and   well   with   a   \'er}'  earnest  and   serious 
countenance  before  he  caught  the  correct  ex- 
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pression.  The  man  suffered  great  mental 
agony  all  that  night,  but  was  turned  loose 
very  happy  at  sun-up.  After  giving  this 
order  to  General  Belknap,  General  Sherman 
told  the  soldiers  near  by  to  "go  through" 
the  wagon  and  take  everything  they  wanted 
and  to  destroy  the  rest.  In  less  than  a 
minute  there  was  a  Sixteenth  Corps  colonel 
without  baggage  and  without  camp  equi- 
page. General  Sherman  was  an  iron  dis- 
ciplinarian, and  he  could  make  people  very 
unhappy  at  times,  but  he  possessed  a  kind 
and  generous  heart.  Though  he  loved  his 
officers  and  men  he  sometimes  chastened 
them. 

Leaving  Hood  to  be  attended  to  by  Gen- 
eral Thomas  at  Nashville,  Sherman  slowly 
returned  to  Atlanta,  tearing  up  the  railroads 
as  he  went.  He  then  destroyed  the  city,  so 
it  could  not  be  used  as  a  base  of  supplies  for 
a  pursuing  army,  and  started  on  his  ever 
memorable  march  to  the  sea.  His  army  ate 
all  the  food  that  was  in  a  belt  of  fifty  miles 
to  Savannah,  Georgia,  and  destroyed  all  the 
railroads  in  that  area.  The  march  was 
comparatively  easy  and  in  the  main  agree- 
able. There  was  little  fighting  on  the  route, 
but  as  the  command  approached  the  city  of 
Savannah  many  men  were  killed  or  horribly 
mangled,  or  both,  by  torpedoes  buried  near 
the  surface  in  the  roads,  railroads  and  paths, 
and  at  all  places  where  men  were  likely  to 
march.  The  Iowa  men  had  never  met  this 
kind  of  warfare  before.  General  Sherman, 
who  was  with  them  at  the  time  of  the  events 
about  to  be  stated,  was  in  a  towering  rage. 
He  told  General  Blair,  who  -commanded 
the  Seventeenth  Corps,  that  he  might  put  a 
number  of  prisoners  equal  to  the  number 
of  Union  soldiers  thus  killed  or  mangled 
into  the  station  building  on  the  railroad  east 


of  Savannah  and  burn  them.  Blair,  of 
course,  would  not  have  executed  the  order, 
and  General  Sherman's  rage  gradually  re- 
laxed. But  the  next  morning  it  rose  again. 
The  Iowa  brigade  was  in  front,  marching 
toward  the  city  preceded  by  the  First  Ala- 
bama Union  Cavalry,  or  a  portion  of  it.  The 
road  was  wide  and  smooth.  All  of  a  sudden 
there  was  an  explosion  beneath  the  adjutant 
of  this  cavalry  regiment  whose  horse  was 
killed  and  the  officer's  leg  torn  off  by  the 
fragments  of  a  torpedo  shell.  Sherman  was 
just  ahead  of  this  Iowa  brigade  He  moved 
up  to  the  scene  of  the  catastrophe,  followed 
by  the  Iowa  command.  He  was  white  w4th 
rage  and  horror.  Just  then  a  woman,  vicious 
and  ferocious,  came  out  of  a  good  farm 
house  near  Ijy  and  tauntingly  exclaimed  to 
Sherman,  "I  could  have  told  vou  that  tor- 
pedo  was  there;  my  husband  helped  put  it 
in  there  last  night,  and  there  are  more  of 
them."  General  Sherman  then  ordered  up 
a  lot  of  prisoners  from  the  rear  of  the  brig- 
ade and,  ordering  the  soldiers  to  get  a  proper 
distance  away,  directed  the  prisoners  with 
picks  and  spades  to  find  the  other  torpedoes. 
They  protested  and  then  refused.  The 
general  ordered  that  a  platoon  of  soldiers 
be  brought  out  to  fire  upon  them.  They 
then  yielded  and  began  scratching  with  their 
fingers  in  a  most  delicate  and  careful 
manner,  to  find  the  torpedoes  barely 
below  the  surface  of  the  road.  They 
found  four,  each  being  about  eighteen  inches 
long  and  eight  inches  in  diameter  with  a 
percussion  or  friction  fuse  barely  beneath  the 
dust  in  the  road.  \\'hen  a  horse  with  an 
iron  shoe,  or  a  man  with  a  solid  tack-heel 
shoe  stepped  upon  it  there  was  almost  sure 
tc  be  an  explosion  carrying  death  to  those 
near  by.    The  wicked  and  exulting  woman 
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was  given  but  a  few  minutes  to  get  her 
household  goods  out  of  tlie  house  when  it 
was  ordered  burned.  l)ecause  it  liad  liarbored 
tlie  torpedo  assassins  of  the  night  before. 
Lieutenant  Stone  witnessed  these  events,  ex- 
cept the  expulsion  of  the  torpedo  that  mor- 
tally wounded  the  Alabama  adjutant.  This 
caxalry  regiment  had  been  recruited  and  or- 
ganized from  the  Union  men  of  Alabama  by 
Colonel  Spencer,  a  former  Iowa  man,  who 
was  afterwards  a  United  States  senator 
from  Alabama  in  the  reconstruction  days. 
General  Sherman  in  his  memoirs,  in  gi\-ing 
an  account  of  this  incident,  seems  to  have 
forgotten  the  finding  of  the  other  torpedoes 
in  the  roatl,  l)ut  the  fact  is  well  attested.  It 
was  not  a  l)ig  event  to  General  Sherman, 
and  in  his  busy  life  might  easily  be  for- 
gotten. 

One  day  as  the  brigade  was  closing  up 
before  the  works  in  front  of  the  city,  it 
halted  about  noon,  two  regiments  being  on 
each  side  of  the  main  road,  one  in  front  of 
the  other.  General  Belknap  and  Lieutenant 
Stone  were  at  the  rciadside  between.  The 
men  were  snatching  the  opportunity  to  take 
a  quick  lunch,  and  all  near  the  road  were 
under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  en- 
emy's forts.  Charles  Hoag,  who  was  either 
the  sergeant  major  or  principal  musician  of 
the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  was  sitting  on  the 
ground  facing  the  rear  and  eating  his  short 
ration.  lie  was  struck  squarely  in  the  back 
of  the  head  with  a  solid  common  shot  and 
his  brains  scattered  upon  the  persons  of 
General  Belknap  and  Lieutenant  Stone  and 
others  who  were  within  a  few  feet  of  him! 
The  headless  body  was  a  weird  and  ghastly 
spectacle  even  to  hardened  soldiers  familiar 
with  scenes  of  blood  and  death. 

After  arriving  in  front  of  Savannah,  the 


soldiers  had  nothing  to  eat  f<jr  a  week  but 
rice,  which  ihey  had  to  thresh  from  straw 
the  bc>l   they  could.     But  after   Fort    Mc- 
Allister   was   taken,    at    the    m<Aith    of    the 
Ogechee  river,  by  General  Hazen's  division 
of  the   Fifteenth   Corps,  ship-ic^ads  of  pro- 
visions came  up  Ossabaw  S(nmd  and   sup- 
plied    the    hungry    veterans.       Lieutenant 
Stone's   peritjd    of   enlistment    had    exi)ired 
some  time  before  tlie  march  to  ilie  sea,  but 
he  voluntarily  remained  in  the  army  until 
the  end  of  that  great  event.     In  the  latter 
part  of  December,  near  Savannah,   he  was 
discharged,     after     serving     nearly     three 
months    over    time.     He,    with    other    dis- 
charged soldiers,  embarked  in  an  old  coast 
vessel   for    Hilton    Head,  South    Carolina, 
which  they  reached  next  day,  but  were  nearly 
shipwrecked  on  the  way  by  reason  of  a  terri- 
ble storm  at  sea  and  the  weakness  of  the  ship. 
At   Hilton   Head   they  embarked   for   Xew 
^  ork  on  the  steamship  Arrago,  a  stanch  ves- 
sel commanded  by  Captain  Gadsden,  and  in 
eight  days  they  were  in   New  York.     On 
the  voyage  the  crew  of  the  ship  picked  up 
sixty-five  survivors,  who    had    escaped     in 
boats   from  the  steamer  North    American, 
which  had  left  New  Orleans  three  or  four 
weeks  before,  loaded  with  nearly  fi\e  hun- 
dreil   souls,   mainly   discharged    Union   sol- 
diers.    The  ship   was   fatally   injured   in  a 
storm  and  sank  with  all  on  board  save  the 
sixty-five  who  were  in  the  boats.     One  of 
them  was  a   lady   school-teacher   from   the 
state  of  New  York.     Her  brother,  a  Union 
soldier,   was  ill   in  New  Orleans.     She  re- 
solved to  go  after  him.     For  some  reason 
she    had    to   get   permission    from    General 
John    .\.   Dix,   who    commanded    at    New 
York.      The   conceited   martinets   about   his 
lieadquarters  would    not  let    her  see    him. 
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She  tried  for  three  days,  and  then,  desperate, 
forcibly  pushed  herself  forward  into  Gen- 
eral Dix's  presence.  He  received  her  kindly 
and  gave  her  permission  and  transportation, 
for  she  had  little  money.  She  went  to  New 
Orleans,  got  her  sick  brother,  and  with  him 
embarked  on  the  doomed  North  American. 
^^d^en  it  was  known  the  ship  would  sink  the 
captain  ordered  her  into  a  boat.  She  re- 
fused to  go  without  her  brother.  The  cap- 
tain said  her  brother  could  not  go,  but  with 
hundreds  of  others  must  perish.  She  clung 
to  her  brother  and  declared  she  would  perish 
Avith  him,  The  captain  at  last  ordered  the 
crew  to  place  both  brother  and  sister  in  the 
boat,  which  was  done.  In  this  way  they 
escaped  the  death  that  overtook  those  who 
went  down  with  the  ship.  There  were  hun- 
dreds of  discharged  Union  officers  on  the 
Arrago  and  they  made  up  a  purse  of  over 
a  thousand  dollars  for  the  penniless  but 
lieroic  girl. 

Immediately  on  coming  out  of  the  army 
Mr.  Stone  resumed  the  study  of  law.  Dur- 
ing the  lulls  in  campaigns  he  had,  in  camp 
and  garrison,  kept  up  a  systematic  course  of 
study  in  language,  mathematics,  history  and 
general  literature,  and  to  some  extent  of  the 
law.  He  mastered  many  of  the  text-books 
•of  the  schools  as  effectually  as  if  he  had 
studied  at  college.  On  his  return  he  went 
into  the  law  office  of  Hon.  AA^illiam  Hale, 
an  able  lawyer  of  Glenwood,  who  died  in 
1885,  while  he  was  governor  of  the  territorv 
cf  Wyoming.  Mr.  Stone  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  latter  part  of  1865  at  Glen- 
wood, by  Judge  Day  of  the  district  court, 
the  same  man  whom,  dangerously  wounded, 
Corporal  Stone  had  assisted  at  Shiloh.  In 
1867  'le  was  taken  into  a  law  partnership 
with   Mr.   Hale,   which  continued   till   Hak 


was  appointed  to  the  governorship  of  \\>o- 
ming  in   1882,  by  President  Arthur.    They 
had  a  large  business  and  before  many  years 
were  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest  firms 
of  the  state.     In   1874  S.  \^.  Proudfit  was 
associated  with  the  firm,  thereafter  known 
as  Hale,   Stone  &  Proudfit.   ^Mr.   Proudfit 
remained  in  the  firm  until   1881,  when  he 
was  appointed  to  a  position  in  one  of  the 
departments  at  Washington.     He  has  long 
been  in  the  law  office  of  the  interior  depart- 
ment, and  at  this  v.'riting  is  assistant  attor- 
ney-general in  that  department,  a  position 
earned  by  his  intrinsic  merits  and  ability. 
In    1884  Mr.   Shirley  Gillilland,  a  brilliant 
young  lawyer,  was  associated  with  Mr.  Stone 
under  the  firm  name  of  Stone  &  Gillilland. 
This  firm  was    dissolved    soon    after    Mr. 
Stone   was    elected    attorney-general,    some 
years  later.       Without  removing  from  his 
home  and  practice  in  Glenwood,  Mr.  Stone 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  Jacob  Sims, 
ar  Council  Bluffs,  in   1886,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Stone  &  Sims.     Mr.  Sims  was  and 
still  is  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  at  the  Iowa 
bar.     This  relation  continued  till  soon  after 
Mr.  Stone  became  attorney-general.     About 
1890  he  and  T.   C.  Dawson  formed  a  law 
partnership   at   Council     Bluffs,    under     the 
name  of  Stone  &  Dawson.     In    1897  Mr. 
Dawson  was  appointed  by  the  president  as 
secretary  of  the  United   States  legation   at 
Rio  Janeiro,  a  position  he  still  holds.  About 
the  1st  of  January,  1898,  Mr.  Stone  formed 
a  law  partnership  vvith  Emmet  Tinley,   at 
Council  Bluffs,  which  is  still  existing.      Mr. 
Tinley  is  a  young  man  of  much  ability  and 
high  character,  and  the  firm  has  a  large  and 
increasing  practice. 

During  the  past  twenty-five  years   Mr. 
Stone  has  been  engaged  in  manv  large  and 
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important  cases  and  has  had  cunspicuinis 
success  in  achieving  many  notable  victories. 
He  maintains  his  practice  at  Glenwttod. 
where  he  Hves,  but  spends  much  time  at  his 
office  in  Council  Ijluffs,  which  can  be  reached 
in  forty  minutes  after  he  starts  from  his 
home.  His  investigation  of  a  case  is  search- 
ing and  thorough,  and  in  his  preparations 
for  trial  he  is  industrious  and  exhaustive, 
though  he  possesses  tremendous  instanta- 
neous power  of  thought  and  action,  and  can 
readjtist  or  wholly  change  his  line  of  battle 
on  the  trial  as  readily  as  a  great  military 
tactician  can  on  the  field  of  battle. 

A  distinguished  judge  of  the  state,  be- 
fore whom  he  has  long  practiced,  writes  of 
him  as  follows : 

"To  hear  !Mr.  Stone  in  court  upon  some 
important  legal  question  one  would  conclude 
that   his   understanding   is   pre-eminently   a 


legal  one. 


His  arguments  have  the  vivid 


freshness  and  virility  which  frequently  char- 
acterize new  investigation,  and  at  the  same 
time  are  supported  by  such  careful  analysis 
arid  profound  knowledge  of  legal  principles 
as  to  show  that  his  researches  have  not  been 
confined  to  the  narrow  scope  of  that  par- 
ticular case,  but  have  covered  the  wide  field 
of  legal  learning. 

"In  the  last  twenty-five  years  legal  litera- 
ture has  increased  tenfold,  which  makes  it 
possible  for  the  ordinary  lawyer,  in  most 
instances,  to  support  his  contention  witli  tlie 
decisions  of  some  court,  when  he  would  be 
powerless  if  called  ui)on  to  sustain  his  posi- 
tion by  original  thought  and  research ;  but 
it  can  be  truthfully  said  of  Mr.  Stone  that 
if  all  of  the  books  were  burned,  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  blotted  out,  he  would  still  be 
an  eminent  lawyer, — one  of  the  few  whose 
task  would  be  to  rebuild  the  fabric  of  the 
law  and  write  its  history. 

14 


"Many  years  ago  an  eminent  judge  tuld 
the  writer  that  in  his  opinion  Mr.  Stone  had 
the  strongest  grasp  of  legal  cjuestions  of  any 
lawyer  in  his  district. 

"From  his  b(jyhood  Mr.  Stone  has  been 
recognized  as  an  eloquent  and  very  effective 
public  speaker.  He  has  great  power  in  an- 
alyzing complicated  and  .apparently  contra- 
dictory states  of  facts. 

"An  eminent  judge  said  to  the  writer  that 
Mr.  St(^ne  was  the  only  lawyer  who  had  ever 
led  him  to  change  his  conclusion  after  he 
had  fully  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  facts  in 
a  case,  and  that  he  did  this  by  his  keen  anal- 
ysis of  the  facts.  To  this  power  of  analysis 
is  added  tlic  beauty  and  fervor  of  a  poetic 
imagination  and  of  strong  emotion.  His 
speeches  are  arguments,  based  on  fact  and 
reason,  frequently  interspersed  with  out- 
bursts of  the  finest  oratory.  He  is  a  reasoner 
and  logician  first ;  closely  following  this  he 
is  an  orator  of  high  rank. 

"]\lr.  Stone  has  been  very  successful  be- 
fore juries  and  as  a  trial  lawyer,  and  has  won 
a  wide  reputation  as  an  eloquent  and  very 
convincing  public  speaker.  In  great  cases 
b.e  has  always  succeeded  in  the  end. 

"For  more  than  one-third  of  a  century 
upon  the  stump  and  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  he  has  been  an  earnest  and  powerful 
advocate  of  the  equal  rights  of  all  men  l)e- 
fore  the  law:  of  the  protection  of  Ameri- 
can labor,  and  of  honest  money;  one  of  the 
sowers  of  the  good  seed  from  which  not 
only  Americans  but  all  men  are  now  reap- 
ing a  bountiful  harvest.  Long  service  has 
not  weakened  his  excellent  natural  powers 
as  a  lawyer  and  speaker,  but  has  added  to 
them  strength  antl  wisdom, — the  gifts  of 
long  years  of  experience  and  th(night." 

Lieutenant  Stone  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.     Even  before  the  Civil 
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\var  wh.en  a  mere  boy  he  made  speeches  in 
the  neighborhood  on  Silver  creek.     He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincohi,  in  1864, 
at  Marietta,  Georgia,  when  his  regiment  was 
in  camp  preparatory  to  the  march  to  the  sea. 
In  1867,  when  but  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives   from   Ivlills   county    to    the 
Iowa  general  assembly.     He  was  the  young- 
est member  of  that  body  and  was  re-elected 
in  1869.    In  1 87 1  he  was  elected  to  the  Iowa 
senate  from  Pottawattamie,  Mills  and  Mont- 
gomery  counties  as   its   youngest   member. 
He  served  four  years  in  the  senate,  which 
included  the  period  of  the  making  of  the 
code  of   1873,   in  which  he  took  an  active 
part.     In  1875  he  was  returned  to  the  house 
from  Mills  county,  was    a    candidate    for 
speaker,  but  was  defeated  by  Hon.  John  H. 
Gear,. of  Burlington.    He  then  became  chair- 
man  of   the   judiciary   committee,    and   the 
unquestioned  leader  of  the  house.     He  was 
re-elected  to  the  house  in  1877,  and  in  Janu- 
ary,   1878,  was  made  speaker  without  op- 
position from  either  party.     In  this  capacity 
he  eave  s^reat  satisfaction  and  ruled  over 
the   house   with  firmness   and   justice.      He 
was  then  and  is  yet  regarded  as  one  of  the 
ablest  parliamentarians  in  the  country.     Be- 
fore he  became  speaker  he  had  been  chair- 
man of  many  important  committees  and  had 
served  upon  others.    He  secured  the  passage 
of  many  important  measures,  among  them 
the  first  law  in  Iowa  to  regulate  insurance 
companies.     He  introduced  and  over  great 
opposition  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  for 
establishing  the  Institution  for  Feeble  Mind- 
ed Children    at    Glenwood,  his    home    city. 
This  was  in    1876.     He    carried    it  easily 
through  the  house  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, but  when  it  went  to  the  senate  it  was  de- 
feated, lacking  three  votes.    With  his  usual 


energy  he  went  about  the  work  of  resurrect- 
ing and  passing  it.  With  the  assistance  of  his 
friends  in  the  house  and  senate,  of  whom  he 
always   had   many,   the  vote   was   reconsid- 
ered two  days  later  and  the  bill  passed.   This 
institution  has  now  grown  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  in  the  country,  and  is  conceded  on 
all  sides  to  be  one  of  the  most  meritorious. 
When  Mr.  Stone  was  pressing  the  bill  in  the 
general  assembly  few  people  had  any  confi- 
de nee  in  its  merits  and  it  was  supported  more 
through   personal   friendship   for   him   than 
from  any  other  motive.     But  they  have  long 
since  seen  his  judgment  vindicated.     He  was 
the  first  man  that  ever  carried  through  an 
Iowa  legislative  body  a  bill  providing  for 
tlie   appointment   and   then   the   election   of 
commissioners  to  regulate  the  railways  of  tlie 
state  and  vesting  them  with  power  to  fix 
railway  freight  charges.     This  measure  he 
prepared,   introduced  and    carried    through 
the  Iowa  senate  in  1874.    Though  the  meas- 
ure w^as  defeated  in  the  house,  part  of  the 
principles  of  it  were  carried  through  four 
years  later  when  he  was  speaker  of  the  house. 
In   1888  all  the  principles  of  Mr.   Stone's 
measure  became  engrafted  into  Iowa  law. 
They  have  given  complete  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  the  state  and  even  railway  com- 
panies now  recognize    their    justness    and 
merit,  and  are  content  with  them. 

Wt  cannot  follow  the  record  of  this 
active  man  through  his  legislative  career. 
During  the  course  of  twelve  years,  from 
1868  to  1880,  he  was  a  leading  factor  in 
Iowa  legislation.  Xo  important  measure 
was  enacted  that  had  not  received  his  care- 
ful consideration  and  his  views  of  public  law 
"and  policy  have  been  impressed  upon  the 
statutes  of  the  state. 

In  1876  Mr.  Stone  was  elected  as  a  dele- 
gate at  large  to  the  Republican  national  con- 
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vention    at    Cincinnati,     wliich     nominated 

Rntlierfonl  I'..  Ifayes.     Mr.  Stone  supported 

the  nomination  ol  lion.  James  {].  I51aine  for 

president.     11ie  names  of  ^rcat    men    like 

James  G.  Blaine,  Roscoe  Conkling- and  Uliver 

r.     Morten    were    before    the    convention. 

i^ion.  Ro])CTi  G.  Ing-ersoll,  one  of  the  great 

orators  of  the  world  of  any  time,  made  the 

presentation  address  in  l)ehalf  of  Mr.  Blaine. 

]n  immediate  effect  and  startling  power  the 

speech  was  never  excelled  since  the   world 

began.     It  is  (loul)tfu]  if  in  these  respects  it 

■was  ever  approached.  If  the  vote  could  have 

been  taken  at  its  close  there  would  have  been 

no  d(Hibt  of  the  nomination  of  Blaine,  but 

by  the  rules  of  the  convention  that  could  not 

be  done,   and   intervenino-  time  and   thines 

turned  the  attention  of  the  delegates. 

]\lr.  Stone  was  liere  elected  as  the  low:, 
member  of  the  Republican  national  commit- 
tee, and,  by  Zachariah  Chandler,  its  chair- 
man, was  appointed  on  the  executive  com- 
mittee. He  was  thus  an  active  factor  in  tlie 
management  of  the  campaign.  The  struggle 
-ended  in  such  doubt  that  congress  appointed 
an  electoral  commission  to  decide  who  had 
v.on  the  presidency. 

At  the  Republican  national  convention  in 
Chicago,  in  1880,  Mr.  Stone,  as  a  member  of 
the  national  committee,  took  an  exceedingly 
active  part.  There  had  long  been  a  conflict 
among  leading  Republicans  over  what  was 
known  as  the  "imit  rule,"  by  wdiich  w^as 
meant  that  if  a  majority  of  a  state  convention 
or  of  a  state  delegation  should  be  favorable 
to  a  candidate  the  majority  could  cast  the 
vote  of  the  whole  delegation;  and  thus  dele- 
gates elected  from  districts  who  might  be  for 
some  other  candidates  could  have  no  voice 
for  their  preference.  The  question  had  long 
been  one  of  contention.  It  was  determined 
by  the  faction  to  which  Mr.  Stone  belonged 


to  bring  the  matter  to  an  issue  and  settle  it 
forever,   if  possible.      Xew   ^'ork.    Pennsyl- 
vania and  Illinois  had  large  delegations,  the 
majority  (jf  each  being  against  Blaine,  but 
there  l)eing  also  a   very  large  minority  of 
each  for  him.     The  members  of  the  national 
committee  who  were  most  active  against  the 
uidt  rule  were  Senator  ChafTee,  of  Colorado; 
\\'illiani  E.  Chandler — since  senator —  from 
Xew  Hampshire;  Representative,  now  Sen- 
ator, Aldrich,  of  Rhode  Island;  Stephen  B. 
Elkins,   of  Arizona,   now  senator  of  West 
Virginia;  and  John  Y.  Stone,  of  Iowa.  The 
most  active  against  them  were  Senator  Don 
Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania — then  chairman 
of  the  committee  after  the  death  of  Zacha- 
riah Chandler;  Chauncey  1.  P^illey,  of  Mis- 
souri; George  C.  Gorham,  of  California;  and 
Powell    Clayton,    of    Arkansas.     The    fight 
was  long  and  bitter.     Thirteen  or  fourteen 
of  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  the  unit 
rule  and  a  larger  number  against  it,  but  the 
minority  almost  made  up  in  boldness,  cour- 
age and  audacity  what  they  lacked  in  num- 
bers.    The  point  was  over  the  selection  by 
the  committee  of  a  man  for  temporary  chair- 
man who  would  hold  to  unit  rule  or  against 
it.     The  chairman  of  the  committee  finally 
refused  to  put  questions  proposed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  majority.     He  refused  to  allow 
an  ai)peal  from  his  decision.     After  several 
ineffectual  efforts  a  recess  was  taken  and  the 
members  of  each  faction  assembled  by  them- 
selves.     In  the  majority  faction  a  resolution 
was  introduced   by   Mr.   Elkins  and   unani- 
niiiusl}-  adopted  to  remo\c  Mr.  Cameron  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  elect  Will- 
iam E.  Chandler.    Mr.  Aldrich  was  selected 
as  leader  to  carry  this-  daring  though  neces- 
sary scheme  into  effect.    Motions  were  pre- 
pared and  the  precise  lines  of  action  agreed 
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upon.  It  was  expected  there  would  be  resist- 
ance, more  or  less  forcible,  to  the  removal  of 
Chairman  Cameron,  and  preparations  were 
made  to  meet  that.  But  the  expected  con- 
flict did  not  come  about.  Chicago  was  full 
of  the  spirit  of  the  controversy  and  the  ex- 
citement was  great,  for  upon  the  result  de- 
pended the  nomination  for  the  presidency. 
If  the  unit  rule  prevailed  Grant  would  be 
nominated.  If  it  failed  probably  Blaine 
would  be,  though  it  was  not  certain.  After 
the  secret  proceedings  above  mentioned  the 
committee  began  to  reassemble.  In  the 
meantime  it  had  leaked  out  that  the  major- 
ity had  resolved  to  remove  the  chairman  of 
the  committee.  This  broke  down  the  unit- 
rule  entrenchment.  The  minority  gave  up 
the  fight  they  had  so  audaciously  kept  up  be- 
fore. But  here  entered  upon  the  scene  a 
new  feature.  Thomas  C.  Piatt  was  the  New 
York  member  of  the  committee,  but  he  now 
for  the  time  being  gave  place  to  Chester  A. 
Arthur,  who  at  that  moment  had  no  concep- 
tion of  the  fact  that  he  would  in  a  few  days 
be  nominated  for  vice  president.  He  was 
a  diplomatist  and  gentleman,  and  he  was 
ever  magnificent.  He  came  to  the  majority 
with  an  olive  branch.  He  carried  the  scroll 
of  submission.  Mr.  Arthur  captivated  the 
victors.  He  stated  that  his  faction  would 
give  up  the  unit  rule,  but  in  the  interest  of 
harmony  he  urged  that  some  man  be  selected 
v.ho  was  satisfactory  to  all,  and  who  would 
still  hold  against  the  unit  rule.  This  was 
agreed  to  and  Senator  George  F.  Hoar,  of 
Massachusetts,  a  grand  old  man  even  then, 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  as  temporary 
chairman.  And  thus  one  of  the  most 
troublesome  and  dangerous  questions  that 
ever  came  up  in  the  Republican  party  was 
finally  settled.     A  few  days  later  James  A. 


Garfield  was  nominated  for  president,  and 
Chester  A.  Arthur  for  vice-president.  In 
but  little  over  a  year  the  captivating  peace- 
maker in  the  committee  was  president  of  the 
United  States.  This  was  probably  the  most 
interesting  convention  ever  held  in  America. 
Roscoe  Conkling,  John  A.  Logan,  Benjamia 
Harrison,  James  A.  Garfield,  William  Mc- 
Kinley  and  many  other  great  men  were  del- 
egates. 

In  1884  Mr.  Stone  was  again  a  delegate 
at  large  from  Iowa  to  the  national  Republi- 
can convention  held  that  year  in  Chicago. 
He  was  the  chairman  of  the  Iowa  delegation 
and  was  an  active  participator  in  the  debates 
and  proceedings  of  the  convention.  He  was, 
with  the  others  of  the  delegation  and  most  of 
his  party  in  the  state,  for  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Blaine.  He  was  efficient  and  active  in 
the  secret  meetings  and  work  of  the  friends 
of  that  illustrious  man,  who  had  the  great 
satisfaction  of  seeing  him  there  triumphantly 
nominated. 

In  1888  Mr.  Stone  was  nominated  and 
elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  as  attorney- 
general  of  the  state.  He  was  re-elected  in 
1890  and  again  in  1892.  He  was  the  first 
attorney-general  in  the  state  to  receive  three 
terms,  though  he  did  not  solicit  or  desire 
the  last.  During  his  incumbency  of  that 
ofiice  many  questions  wholly  new  to  the 
jurisprudence  of  the  country  arose.  The 
railway  statutes  of  1888  came  up  for  judi- 
cial interpretation.  Scores  of  suits  in  both 
federal  and  state  courts  were  instituted  under 
tl'jese  laws.  ]\Iany  of  them  involved  the  con  • 
stitutional  power  of  the  state  to  enact  such 
statutes.  The  powers  of  the  state  railway 
commission  had  to  Ije  considered  and  deter- 
mined, and  during  the  six  years  Mr. 
Stone  was   obliged   to  constantly  meet   the 
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greatest  railway  lawyers  of  the  cnuntry  in 
these  courts  on  these  inijjortant  ([uestions. 
The  wiirk  of  the  otVice  increased  fi  an'- fold 
1  he  hesi  test  of  his  ahilitv  to  perform  these 
complicated  .and  lahnrions  duties  is  fimnd 
in  the  fact  that  none  hui  words  of  praise 
were  ever  elicited  for  his  conspicuous 
services. 

Before  the  close  of  his  last  term  as  at 
torney-general  he  was  elected  hy  the  house 
of  representatives  as  one  of  the  code  com- 
missioners to  re\-i<e  the  Iowa  code.  This 
extensive  and  lahorious  undertaking  wa> 
completed  hy  the  commission  in  the  latter 
part  of  J 895,  and  the  work  thus  wrought, 
together  with  the  re\isions  of  it  made  hy 
the  general  assemhlv  at  its  special  session  in 
1897,  constitutes  the  present  code  of  Iowa 
laws.  This  was  the  second  code  he  helped 
to  make. 

In  1894  he  was  a  candidate  for  United 
States  senator,  htit  was  defeated  in  the  cau- 
cus hy  Ex-Governor  John  II.  Gear,  his  old- 
time  antagonist  for  the  speakership. 

In  1880  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  nom- 
ination for  congress  at  the  Repuhlican  con- 
vention at  Council  BlufTs.  There  were  foui 
candidates,  Mr.  Stone,  Colonel  W .  F.  Sapp, 
then  congressman,  Colonel  W.  P.  Heplnu'n 
and  Major  A.  R.  Anderson,  all  prominent 
men  of  the  state.  The  convention  was  in 
session  six  days  and  hallotted  luuulrcds  of 
times.  On  the  last  hallot  Colonel  \\'.  P. 
Hephurn  was  nominated.  He  has.  in  a 
changed  district,  heen  in  congress  ever  since, 
save  during  the  four  years  he  was  solicitor 
of  the  treasury  department  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Harrison.  Mr. 
Stone  would  undouhtcdiy  ha\c  hccn  sen: 
to  congress  at  different  times,  from  the  new- 
district  of   1882,   if  he  had  consented:  hut 


h^  has  uniformly  declined  to  he  considered 
in  that  connection.  The  intensity  of  hi^ 
pMJitical  aspirations  has  heen  greatly  ukkH- 
fitd  in  his  later  years,  though  he  is  as  earnest 
and  active  as  ever  in  conventions  and  cam- 
paigns in  support  of  his  partv  and  party 
friends.  P)Ut  his  friends  have  noticed  that 
uhile  he  has  steadfastly  refused  to  be  con- 
sidered for  governor  or  representative  in 
C()ngress,  he  has  never  heen  heard  to  say  he 
would  refuse  an  election  to  the  United 
States  senate,  where  his  manv  friends  hope 
to  see  him  yet. 

There  arose  in  low  a  long  ago  many  seri- 
ous controversies  among  the  people  along  the 
Des  Moines  river  as  to  the  title  to  lands 
along  that  stream  claimed  by  early  settlers 
on  them  under  acts  of  congress.  The  old 
Des  Moines  Railroad  &  Xaxigation  Com- 
pany got  title  from  the  state  through  an  old 
contract  with  certain  state  commissioners. 
The  title  to  al)out  three  hundred  thousand 
acres  was  involved  in  the  controversy 
hetwccn  the  settlers  and  this  company 
and  its  grantees.  Some  early  decisions 
of  cases  between  claimants  through  the  dif- 
ferent sources  of  title  were  in  fa\-or  r)f  the 
company  and  persons  to  whom  it  had  sold 
some  of  the  lands.  Settlers  were  being  evict- 
ed, much  distress  was  occasioned  and  great 
excitement  arose  and  some  serious  personal 
conflicts  followed,  and  many  were  threat- 
ened. In  1889  Governor  Larrabee  requested 
Mr.  Stone,  then  attorney  general  of  the  state, 
to  go  to  Washington  and  endeavor  to  .get 
the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  to 
institute  a  suit,  on  behalf  of  the  government, 
to  forever  settle  these  disputed  titles.  After 
protracted  arguments  by  ]\lr.  Stone  and  Sen- 
ator Allison  of  Iowa,  who  freely  assisted 
him.  on  the  part  of  the  settlers,  and  eminent 
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lawyers  on  behalf  of  the  company,  the  attor- 
ney- general  of  the  United  States  made  the 
order  directing  the  suit  to  be  brought.  Mr. 
Stone  was  appointed  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral as  special  attorney  on  the  part  of  the 
gov)ernment  to  institute  and  conduct  the 
cause.  It  was  argued  by  Mr.  Stone  for  the 
United  States  before  Judge  Shiras,  United 
States  judge  at  Fort  Dodge,  in  1890.  The 
cause  was  decided  against  the  government 
and  appealed  to  the  supreme  court.  'Mr. 
Stone  was  again  appointed  as  special  attor- 
ney to  prepare  and  prosecute  the  appeal.  He 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  argued  the  cause  in  the  supreme 
court.  That  court  adhered  to  the  declara- 
tions of  the  early  cases,  and  decided  that, 
in  view  of  the  long  period  of  time  that  had 
elapsed  during  which  the  old  cases  had  been 
relied  upon  as  the  law  of  the  matter,  it 
would  not  overturn  the  previously  an- 
nounced doctrines.  The  result  of  the  suit, 
how'ever,  had  the  effect  to  induce  congress 
to  make  an  appropriation  partially  compen- 
sating the  settlers  for  their  losses. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  Mr.  Stone  com- 
menced the  work  of  planting  an  apple  or- 
chard a  mile  west  of  Glenwood.  By  the 
spring  of  1892  he  had  purchased  eiglft  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  one  body,  on  which  he 
had  in  the  meantime  planted  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  trees  and  seveny-five  thousand 
grape  vines.  In  the  enterprise  he  invested 
all  the  money  he  had  ever  earned  and  saved 
and  all  he  could  borrow.  The  expense  of  the 
operation  and  maintenance  of  the  orchard 
was  afterward  very  great.  But  up  to  this 
writing  there  has  been  no  crop  of  apples  in 
this  country  since  1891,  though  all  the  trees 
have  long  since  been  of  bearing  age.  Such 
a  condition  had  never  been  known  before 


the   orchard    was    planted.     On     this    ac- 
count    Mr.    Stone     was     oblio-ed     to     let 


go  much  of  it. 
taking  from 


He  began  this  great  under- 


both  sentimental  and  prac- 
tical motives  and  from  a  desire  to  benefit 
the  locality  where,  and  the  people  among 
whom,  he  had  so  long  lived.  Though 
he  has  thus  far  gained  nociiing  for  himself 
in  the  enterprise,  it  has  been  of  incalculable 
benefit  lo  them.  The  ])r''.:e  of  land  in  that 
county  and  around  it  cjuickly  went  up  ten 
to  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  from  which  it  has 
not  receded.  Mr.  Stone  does  not  doubt  that 
the  orchard  will  yet  prove  immensely  profit- 
able, and  though  it  may  not  help  him  he  is 
gratified  to  believe  it  will  greatly  help 
others. 

In  addition  to  his  other  studies  during 
the  war  Mr.  Stone  learned  to  read  well  the 
French  language,  though,  for  w^ant  of  a 
teacher,  not  to  speak  it.  He  obtained 
Jomini's  and  Schalk's  works  on  the  art  of 
war  and  mastered  them.  He  thus  became 
well  informed  on  the  theories  and  principles 
of  this  great  art  and  acc[uired  a  technical 
knowdedge  of  the  rules  of  grand  strategy 
and  grand  tactics  and  the  principles  of  mili- 
tary logistics.  In  an  experience  of  more 
than  three  years  of  service  in  large  armies 
under  illustrious  commanders  in  a  great 
war  over  a  large  territory  he  continuously 
saw  these  great  rules  and  principles  put  in 
practice. 

Since  the  war  he  has  been  a  constant  stu- 
dent of  language,  literature,  philosophy, 
science  and  history  and  few  university  grad- 
uates, who  have  been  so  long  engaged  in  the 
active  duties  of  an  arduous  profession  are 
better  scholars.  The  character  of  his  mind 
is  such  that  he  is  a  profound,  analytical  and 
constructive    thinker,   and    a  clear,   logical^ 
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forcible  and  elegant  writer.  Since  he  re- 
tired from  the  attorney  generalshij)  he  has 
devoted  his  time  to  his  private  practice  with 
unabated  energy,  and  few  professional  or 
business  men  work  and  study  as  many 
hours  of  the  day  and  night. 

John  Y.  Stone  was  married  at  Glenwood, 
Jimuary  8.  1868,  to  Miss  Harriet  Solomon. 
On  that  day  he  started  to  Des  Moines  to  at- 
tend his  first  legislative  session,  taking  his 
young  wife  willi  him  for  the  winter.  The 
name  of  Mrs.  Stone's  father  was  Joel  Solo- 
mon. He  was  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in 
Fulton  county,  Illinois,  when  Stephen  A 
Douglas  was  judge  of  that  circuit,  and  he 
was  a  warm  personal  and  political  friend 
of  that  distinguished  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Stone  have  but  one  child  living,  John  Clar- 
ence Stone.  He  was  born  in  1871  and  in 
1S94  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  DeLash- 
mutt,  daughter  of  \V.  C.  Delashmutt,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  county. 
They  ha\e  two  children,  boys,  one  named 
John  Ernest  and  the  other  \\'illiam  Law- 
rence, the  former  after  his  paternal  and  the 
latter   after   his   maternal   grandfather. 


JOHN  D.  KRUSE.' 

An  industrious  and  energetic  career  has 
brought  to  John  D.  Kruse  creditable  suc- 
cess, making  him  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Mills  county.  Ele  was  born  in 
Holstein,  Germany,  and  his  parents,  Hans 
and  Katrina  (Miller)  Kruse,  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  fatherland.  Our  subject  and 
his  brother  Henry  came  to  America  in  1858, 
taking  up  their  abode  in  Oak  township,  Alills 
county,  Iowa,  and  three  years  later,  in  i86r, 
they  sent  for  their  parents,  who  also  crossed 
the  Atlantic  tt:>  the  new  world  and  became 


residents  of  Oak  township,  where  they  spent 
their  remaining  days,  the  father  dying  when 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  while  the  mother 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

Of  their  six  children  John  1).  Kruse  is 
the  second  in  (Mxler  of  birth.  After  coming 
to  the  United  States  he  spent  three  years  in 
working  for  others  and  then  with  the  cap- 
ital he  had  ac(|uire(l  he  began  buying  land 
and  devoted  his  energies  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation.  As  a  companion  and  help- 
mate on  life's  j(jumey  he  chose  Miss  Katrina 
Schroeder,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mar- 
guerita  Schroeder.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  October  29,  1861,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  f(jur  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  Lena,  now 
the  wife  of  Matt  Patterson,  a  resident  of 
South  Omaha;  Charlie,  who  resides  in  Sil- 
ver City,  Mills  county,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  stock  business;  Lewis,  who  is  employed 
in  a  store  in  Emerson,  Nebraska;  and  Henry, 
who  is  located  in  ]\Iineola,  where  he  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  dealing  in  stock.  Those 
V.  ho  have  passed  away  are  William,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  Au- 
gust, who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away 
in  1875,  and  f<n-  five  years  ^Ir.  Kruse  re- 
mained single.  He  was  again  married,  on 
Chirstmas  day  of  1880.  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Jena  Domand.  By  her  first 
husband  she  had  three  children :  Otto,  who 
resides  in  Wayne  county,  Nebraska,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming ;  Theodore ;  and 
[Martha.  By  the  second  marriage  there  are 
three  children.  Metlia.  Herman  and  John. 
In  1896  ]\Ir.  Kruse  lost  his  second  wife, 
who  died  on  the  28th  of  February  of  that 
year,   at  the  age  of  fifty-three. 

Since   first   purchasing  a   tract   of    land 
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John  D.  Krnse  has  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  as  his  financial  resources  have 
increased  he  has  added  to  his  possessions 
until  he  has  owned  nine  hundred  acres  of 
fine  farming  land.  He  has  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  this 
climate  and  to  the  raising  of  stock,  and  both 
have  brought  to  him  an  excellent  income. 
He  has  made  liberal  provision  for  all  his 
children,  and  those  who  are  married  he  has 
settled  upon  good  farms  or  else  established 
them  in  business.  He  has  earned  the  dis-^ 
tinction  of  being  what  the  world  calls  a  self- 
made  man.  He  has  met  difficulties  and  ob- 
stacles in  his  career,  but  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced on  the  road  to  progress,  for  the  trials 
which  he  has  encountered  have  seemed  to 
serve  as  an  impetus  for  renewed  effort.  In 
politics  he  is  independent.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church  at  Mineola.  and  are  people  of  sterling 
worth,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  high  re- 
gard of  many  friends.  Mr.  Kruse  has  never 
had  cause  to  regret  his  determination  to 
come  to  America,  for  he  found  in  the  new 
^^■orld  the  opportunity  he  sought  and  is  to- 
day one  of  the  substantial  and  valued  farm- 
ers of  Mills  county. 


MORTIMER  W.   NELSOX. 

A  varied  career  has  been  that  of  Mr. 
Nelson,  who  from  a  very  early  period  in  his 
boyhood  days  has  been  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources  for  a  living.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  veterans  of  the  Civil  war,  has 
faced  the  hardships  and  trials  of  life,  has 
been  connected  with  various  business  and 
militarv  concerns,  and  now,  in  the  e\-enin<£ 
of  life,  is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest  at  his 


home  in  Randolph,  Iowa,  where  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  representati\'e  citizens. 

He  was  born  near  Hillsboro,  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Illinois,  July  21,  1831.  and 
was  reared  upon  a  farm.     His  parents  were 
Robert  C.  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Shull)  Nelson, 
and  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  John  R.  Nelson,  a  native  of  Scotland  and 
a   member   of   the   distinguished    family   of 
Nelsons    living    in    Knoxville,     Tennessee. 
Robert  C.   Nelson  was  born  and  reared  in 
that  city,  acquiring  a  liberal  education.     He 
prepared   for  the  practice  of  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.     A  broad-minded,  in- 
telligent  man,  he  also  successfully  engaged 
in  teaching  school,  and  he  was  called  upon 
to  fill  a  number  of  positions  of  public  honor 
and  trust.     After  his  removal  to  Illinois  he 
occupied   the   position   of  county    clerk    in 
Montgomery    county    and    filled    a    number 
of  minor  offices.     Prominent  and  influential 
in  public  affairs,  he  left  the  impress  of  his 
individuality  for  good  upon  the  public  life 
of  the  community  with  which  he  was  asso- 
ciated.    In  his  political  preferences  in  early 
life  he  was  what  was  known  as  a  member  of 
the    Brownlow    faction    of    the    Tennessee 
and  trust.     After  his  removal  to  Illinois  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  farm,  which  he  im- 
proved, making  it  his  home  for  a  numbei" 
of  years.     Finally,  however,  he  became  dis- 
sipated through  his  political  work,  became 
involved   in  financial  trouble  and    lost    his 
property,  leaving  his  wife  and  two  little  sons 
without  means  of  support.     He  then  accept- 
ed a  position  as  clerk  on  a  steamboat  ply- 
ing between  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis,  and 
after  a  number  of  years  he  went  to  Jackson 
county,  Illinois,  wdiere  he  died  in  1866.    His 
family  had  had  no  correspondence  with  him 
for  a  number  of  vears  and  the  onlv  knowl- 
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edge  they  liad  of  him  was  ohiaiiied  thron,£(h 
our  sul)ject's  eorrespondence  with  a  iM-othei 
of  liis  father,  who  knew  of  his  place  of  resi- 
dence. l\iil)erl  C.  XclsiMi  had  two  hrothcrs 
in  'l\'nnessee:  David,  a  prominent  attorney 
at  law  in  Knowille;  and  Matthew,  who  also 
made  his  home  in  that  city. 

The  niiither  of  our  suhject  was  horn  in 
A\'ayne  count}.  Tennessee.     After  the  father 
left  home  the  mother  kept  her  cliildren  with 
her.    supporting-   them    hy    working     at     the 
loom.     Jn   1S45  slie  removed  to  A'an  Buren 
county.  Iowa,  locating  in  Keosaucpia.  where 
she  remained  for  a  numl)er  of  years.     While 
there  he  was  again  married,  hecoming  the 
\\'\it  of  a  Mr.   Richardson,   and    from  that 
date  her  sons  were  ohliged  to  ])rovide  for 
their  own  support,  receiving  no  further  in- 
dulgence or  kindness  from  the  mother.   Later 
she  and  Mr.  Richardson  separated  and  slie 
removed  to  Fort  Scott.  Kansas,  where  her 
death  occurred.     Of  the  Methodist  church 
she  was  a  consistent  and  worthy  memher. 
Mortimer  ^^^  Xelson  was  only  two  years 
old  when  his  father  l.eft  home.     He  was  still 
very  young  when  he  hegan  to  earn  liis  own 
livelihood.      He  received  very  limited   edu- 
catiiuial  ])rivileges  and  his  life  has  e\er  heen 
one  of  industry  and  lahor.     He  accompanied 
his- mother  on  her  removal  to  Towa  and  was 
reared  in  Van  Buren  county.    When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  upon  an  ap])rentice- 
shij)  to   learn   the  hlacksmith's    trade,    and 
after  mastering  that  husiness  he  was  enahled 
to  gain  a  good  li\-ing  for  himself.     ;\hout 
1850  he  joined  Xed  Buntline's  expedition  to 
invade  Cuha.     Mr.  Buntline  was  to  follow  ' 
Crittenden  and  Lo])ez.  of  Kentucky,  wlm  had 
gone  to  Cuha  with  a  force    of    fifty    men    I 
Ned   Ihnnline  then   raised    a    compar.y    of 
about  two  hundred  and  fiftv  lilihusters  and   , 


with  his  force  made  his  way  to  Xew  Or- 
leans, where  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
shooting  of  Crittenden  and  Lopez,  and  the 
expedition  was  therefore  ahandoned.  From 
Xew  Orleans  many  of  the  company  returned 
to  their  homes,  hut  Mr.  .Xelson,  of  this  re- 
\iew.  went  to  Texas,  where  lie  sjjent  five 
years,  following  the  hlacksmith's  trade  and 
also  speculated  to  some  extent.  In  that  way 
he  made  some  money,  gaining  the  nucleus 
of  his  present  ]X)ssessions. 

Returning  to  his  native  county  in  Octo- 
ber, 1856.  Mr.  Xelson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Parlina  Mitchell,  and  unto 
them  was  born  a  son.  John  11.  X'elson.  Our 
subject  remained  in  Illinois  until  i86i,wheii 
he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid, 
enlisting  with  the  Union  army.  \\'hile  he 
was  at  the  front  he  lost  his  wife.  Mr.  X^el- 
son's  mother  then  took  care  of  his  child, 
rearing  him  to  manhood  ar.d  when  last  heard 
from  he  was  in  Texas. 

In  ]\lay.  1861,  Mr.  X'elson  was  enrolled 
as  a  member  of. the  First  Illinois  Cavalry, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  western  depart- 
ment of  the  army.     He  was  detailed  to  act 
as  wagon-master  and  was  superintendent  of 
all    transportation    for    that    division.       At 
Lexington,   Kentucky,   seven   companies  ot 
the  regiment  were  captured,  but  were  paroled 
on  the  ground  and  sent  to  St.  Louis.    Three 
davs  later  Secretary  Stanton,  of  the  war  de- 
partment, o'rdered   all   to   report  at   Benton 
Barracks  for  duty.     The  men  responded  and 
the   regiment  was   re-organized,   with   their 
old  colonel,  John  Marshall,  of  Coles  county, 
Illinois,  in  command.     The  companies  were 
then  placed  at  different  points  to  guard  and 
protect  supplies  and    other    transportation. 
Mr.    Xelson   served   in   that   wav  until  July 
14.   i8''>j.  when  he  was  mustered  out  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  the  act  which  prevented  him 
from  being  exchanged.  He  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge,  and  the  13th  of  August  of 
the  same  year  he  re-enhsted,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry. 
With  that  regiment  he  also  remained  in  the 
western  department  and  saw  much  hard 
service.  He  was  made  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany and  participated  in  manv  battles  and 
engagements,  includmg  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  At  Paducah,  Kentucky,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  color-bearer  and  there- 
after was  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regi- 
ment took  part.  At  the  battle  of  Jenkins' 
Ferry,  in  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
left  shoulder  by  a  minie  ball  and  was  thus 
disabled  for  further  duty  in  the  field  and 
was  granted  a  furlough.  His  arm  and  hand 
were  so  crippled  by  the  gunshot  wound  that 
he  was  never  again  able  to  work  at  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  The  government  now 
grants  him  a  pension  of  twelve  dollars  a 
month ;  but  this  is  certainlv  inadequate  to 
the  injury  he  sustained  and  the  disability 
Mdiich  has  since  followed.  He  served  his 
country  long  and  faithfully,  doing  every- 
thing in,  his  power  to  uphold  the  cause  of 
the  Union.  While  at  the  front  his  loyalty 
and  bravery  were  above  question,  and  he  was 
never  known  to  neglect  a  duty  whether  on 
the  firing  line  or  on  the  tented  field.  No 
soldier  who  wore  the  blue  has  a  better  rec- 
ord, and  his  military  service  is  one  of  which 
he  has  ever}-  reason  to  be  proud. 

After  returning  to  Illinois  Mr.  Nelson 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Williams,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  December  14,  1842,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Pulling,  a  native  of  England. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  butcher  and  died  in 


Illinois.  In  his  family  were  the  following 
named:  Charles;  George;  Benjamin;  Adam, 
who  was  killed  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion ; 
Thomas;  Mary;  Catherine;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  ]\Ir.  Nelson ;  Mary,  Emily,  Joanna 
and  Ann.  \\\i\\  the  exception  of  Thomas 
and  Ann.  all  are  yet  living.  By  her  former 
marri^ige  ]\Irs.  Williams  had  one  daughter, 
Alpha,  who  was  reared  and  educated  liy  our 
subject  and  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  ^^'alker. 
Mr.  Nelson  continued  farming  in  Illinois 
until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Fremont  coun- 
ty. Here  he  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  five  years  and  then  purchased  a 
comfortable  home  in  Randolph,  where  he 
has  since  remained,  practically  living  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  business.  He  has, 
however,  served  as  assessor  for  twelve  years, 
and  has  been  re-elected  for  three  years 
more.  He  has  also  been  street  commis- 
sioner and  tax  collector  and  has  filled  all 
the  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents.  He  was  nom- 
inated on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  office 
of  sheriff,  but  as  the  county  is  largely  Demo- 
cratic he  failed  of  election.  He  has,  how- 
ever, ne\'er  been  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors,  and  the  offices  which  he  has  filled 
have  come  to  him  in  recognition  of  his  ability 
rather  than  from  his  seeking.  On  questions 
of  state  and  national  importance  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party;  but  at  local  elec- 
tions, Avhere  no  political  issue  is  involved,  he 
casts  his  ballot  irrespective  of  party  ties. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
]\Iissionary  Baptist  church  and  ]\Ir.  Nelson 
is  a  licensed  minister  thereof.  He  has  been 
very  acti\'e  in  both  church  and  Sunday-school 
work  and  has  aided  in  organizing  a  num- 
ber of   Sunday-schools   in   the   county. 
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GEORGE   I'LLEMAX. 

The  \aliie  of  character  was  demonstrat- 
ed in  the  Uiii  of  the  kite  George  rnUnian, 
of  Ingrahani  township.  Mills  county.  Iowa, 
who  left  to  his  descendants  a  priceless  legacy 
in  a  good  name.  Mr.  Eullman  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Darmstadt,  Germany,  November 
24,  1834,  and  died  Septem])cr  6.  i8(;8,  aged 
sixty-four  years,  ten  nn  mills  and  twenty- 
three  days.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
city  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  came  to 
America  and  joined  his  two  sisters  who  had 
previously  located  in  i'hiladelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  who  took  a  special  interest  in 
him  because  he  was  the  youngest  of  si.x 
children  and  the  only  son  in  their  family. 
He  learned  wagon  and  carriage  making  in 
Philadelphia,  and  worked  at  that  trade  until 
1856.  He  went  from  Philadelphia  to  Chi- 
cago and  from  Chicago  to  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  married.  January  4,  1856,  to 
Elizabeth  Hettinger,  a  native  of  Darmstadt, 
Germany,  born  October  3,  1838,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Buck) 
Hettinger,  \\ho  made  the  \oyage  from  Ger- 
many to  the  United  States  in  a  sailing  ves- 
sel in  1848,  the  passage  consuming  thirty- 
six  days. 

After  their  marriage  ^Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Pull- 
man began  life  as  tenant  farmers  at  IMusca- 
tine.  Eourteen  years  later,  on  September  i, 
1870,  they  .set  out  for  Ingraham  township, 
JNIills  county,  Iowa,  by  wagr)n.  driving 
through  in  thirteen  days  and  arriving  Sep- 
tember 13th.  They  settled  on  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  new  i)rairie  land  for  which 
Mr.  Pullman  juiid  ten  (k^llars  an  acre  and 
which  is  now  worth  sixty-hve  dollars  an 
acre.  Later,  from  time  to  time,  he  bought 
other  land  until  he  owned  six  hundred  acres, 


most  of  it  in  one  body,  and  for  one  eighty- 
acre  tract  he  ])aid  twenty-nine  dollars  an 
acre.  1  le  gave  attention  to  general  farming, 
but  made  a  specialty  of  raising  hogs  and 
cattle,  feeding  his  own  crops  Inrgrly,  ex- 
cept wdieat  and  barley, -of  which  :ie  raised 
good  (juantities  and  for  which  he  received' 
the  highest  market  price.  The  Pullman  farm 
is  one  of  the  best  and  most  productive  in  the 
county.  The  present  residence  of  the  family 
was  built  in  1892  and  the  barns,  granaries 
and  other  out-buildings  were  erected  earlier, 
according  to  necessity  and  opportunity. 

Mrs.  I'ullman  is  one  of  a  family  (jf  ten 
children,  of  whom  seven  grew  to  manlKJod 
and  womanhood  and  of  whom  Mrs.  Pull- 
man and  four  of  her  brothers  are  living. 
John  Hettinger  is  a  salesman  at  Silver  City, 
Iowa.  William  is  a  farmer  near  Silver 
City,  Iowa.  Another  brother  is  a  hotel- 
keeper  at  Silver  City,  Iowa,  and  the  eldest 
is  a  farmer  at  Humboldt,  Kansas.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pullman  had  fourteen  children, 
who  were  born  at  the  dates  mentioned. 
George  Pullman,  at  Muscatine,  April,  1857; 
William.  1858;  Margaret,  who  was  born  in 
i860  and  married  Frank  Plummer :  Sophia, 
who  was  born  in  1861  and  married  Will- 
iam Mosley;  Mary,  born  in  1862;  Pliili]).  in 
1864;  John,  who  was  born  in  1S66  and  lives 
at  Silver  City,  Iowa;  Henrv  .\..  l)orn  in 
1868;  Charles,  in  1871  ;  Edward,  in  1872, 
Lizzie,   who  was  born   in    1874  and   is   the 

I  wife  of  Davis  Greenwood,  of  Silver 'City. 

'  Iowa;  I'^-ank,  born  in  1876;  Albert,  in  187S; 

'  and  James,  in  1880.     Eight  grandsons  and 
eight  granddaughters  of  Mr.  and  I\irs.  Pull- 

i  man  are  living.     The  family  are  members  of 

I  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  M^r.  Pullman 
was  a  liberal  supporter,  and  was  interested 

I  also  in  public  education  and  served  his  fellow 
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townsmen  as  school  director  and  was  many 
times  elected  trustee  of  his  township  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  All  of  his  children  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education  and 
three  of  his  sons  were  graduated  from  the 
Gem  City  Business  College,  at  Ouincy.  Illi- 
nois. 


WALTER  B.  SHELDON. 

Walter  B.  Sheldon  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  landowners  of  Fremont  county  and 
for  thirty-six  years  be  has  resided  at  hi? 
present  place  of  residence  in  Benton  town- 
ship. He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  having 
worked  his  way  steadily  upward  from  an 
humble  position  in  life  to  one  of  affluence, 
and  his  life  record  contains  many  lessons 
that  may  well  be  emulated. 

Mr.  Sheldon  was  born  October  2y,  181 8, 
in  AVatertown,  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and 
well  known  families  of  the  Empire  state. 
His  grandfather  followed  farming  there. 
His  father,  William  Sheldon,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  in  1793.  and  after  arriving 
at  years  of  maturity  married  Miss  Sela 
Bross,  of  Watertown.  Their  marriage  oc- 
curred about  1812,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children :  Mrs.  Eliza 
Rogers,  a  widow  who  has  six  children  and 
resides  in  Benton  township;  Walter  B.,  of 
this  review;  Mrs.  Artie  Gates,  of  Benton 
township,  who  is  the  widow  of  a  soldier  and 
has  one  daughter;  Amelia,  wife  of  E.  R. 
Hawley,  of  Percival;  and  Josiah  B.,  a  fruit 
farmer  and  capitalist  of  Texas,  who  has  a 
wife  and  one  son.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years, 
and  the  mother  was  again  married,  becoming 
the  wife  of  Alpheus  Wilson.  After  his  death 


she  remained  a  widow  for  many  years,  mak- 
ing her  home  with  her  son,  Walter.  She 
died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  obtained 
his  education  before  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age.  At  his  father's  death  he  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  farm  of  ninety  acres,  and  upon 
him  devolved  the  responsibility  of  caring  for 
the  family.  Eight  years  later  he  sold  that 
farm  preparatory  to  removing  west.  He 
was  married  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  1845,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Hawdey.  She  is  a  sister  of  Elijah  R.  Haw- 
ley and  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  the 
family  of  five  children.  She  was  born  in 
1 8 19,  and  she  and  her  brother  Elijah  are 
the  only  ones  of  the  family  now  living.  Her 
parents  were  farming  people  and  commanded 
the  respect  of  all  who  knew  them.  Her 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  her  father  served  as  a  trustee  in  that 
church.  Mr.  Sheldon's  maternal  grandfa- 
ther served  as  a  captain  in  the  war  of  18 12. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  resided  in  the 
east  until  the  fall  of  1864 — the  year  of  their 
arrival  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Sheldon  secured  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  improved  land, 
for  which  he  paid  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
Since  that  time  he  has  purchased  other  lands 
and  he  now  owns  thirteen  hundred  acres  on 
the  river  bottom,  while  his  son  Charles  has 
one  thousand  acres,  all  in  this  township  with 
the  exception  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Mills 
county,  where  the  father  and  two  sons  have 
five  hundred  acres.  Since  arriving  in  Iowa 
Mr.  Sheldon  has  carried  on  general  farming 
and  the  breeding  of  and  dealing  in  live-stock. 
He  keeps  on  hand  good  grades  of  horses  and 
cattle  and  everything  about  his  place  is  neat 
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and  thrifty  in  appearance.  I""*'!"  thirty-six 
years  he  has  residetl  ow  his  present  farm  and 
has  erected  tliere  one  of  the  finest  residences 
in  the  locahty,  and  alsi>  has  hnilt  near  his 
home  a  hu'ge  house  for  his  son.  W'illiaiu  II. 
Sheldon. 

L'nto  our  suhject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  se\en  sons:  Charles,  a  resident  of  Fre- 
mont county ;  Clark,  who  is  livinj^-  in  Benton 
township;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  and  a  half  months;  William  H.,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead;  Till  \\'.,  who  is 
also  on  the  home  farm;  Eddy  W'.,  a  resident 
of  Percival ;  and  Jay  H.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  The  members  of  the  Sheldon 
household  during  the  past  eight  years  have 
been  our  subject,  his  wife  and  Airs.  Pamelia 
Waixl,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Pamelia, 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,  a  daughter 
of  Marseen  and  Catherine  ((iremsj  Ward. 
Ten  children  were  Ijorn  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward,  of  whom  five  were  married,  while 
three  are  yet  living.  Mrs.  Ward  has  been 
a  member  of  the  family  for  fifty  years.  She 
is  not  a  relative  by  the  tie  of  blood,  but  the 
family  entertain  the  greatest  love  and  respect 
for  her.  Although  well  provided  for  she  is 
still  actively  at  work  and  is  a  most  estimable 
lady.  Upon  the  farm  Mr.  Sheldon  and  his 
sons  have  forty-five  acres  set  in  apple  trees, 
which  orchard  brings  to  theni  an  e.xcellent 
income  in  good  fruit  seasons,  'fhis  orchard 
and  the  large  maple  trees  which  adorn  the 
lawn  were  planted  by  Mr.  Sheldon  and  will 
stand  as  a  monument  to  his  memory  long- 
after  he  is  sleeping  beneath  the  sod.  \n  busi- 
ness he  has  prospered,  owing  to  his  well  di- 
rected his  efforts.  Me  had  n()  inheritance  and 
no  influential  friends  to  aid  him.  bm  steadily 
he  has  worked  his  way  upward,  improving 
his  opportunities  and    annually   augmenting 


his  capital  by  his  per.severance  and  diligence. 
He  is  a  Master  Mason  of  thirty  years'  stand- 
ing and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  ha.s 
never  .s<iught  or  desired  the  honors  and 
emoluments  of  public  office.  His  wife  and 
one  of. his  sons  are  members  (jf  the  JJaptist 
church,  and  he  has  contributed  to  its  support 
and  assisted  in  buikHng  the  house  of  worship. 
}  le  w  ithholds  his  co-operation  from  no  move- 
ment or  measure  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
gocxl,  and  all  who  know  him  esteem  him  for 
his  genuine  worth. 


RICHARD  P.  LINDSAY. 

Among  those  who  have  become  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  Sidney,  Iowa,  is  Richard  P.  Lindsay,  the 
subject  of  this  review.  He  was  born  in  Ful- 
ton county.  Illinois,  in  i860,  a  son  of  Elisha 
and  Elizal)eth  (i*emiington)  Lindsay,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  near  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia,  in  18 16,  and  is  still  living, 
residing  with  a  daughter  at  Creston,  Iowa. 
The  mc^thcr  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  her  death  occurred  in  thia 
county. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed 
on  a  farm,  confing  to  Fremont  county  with 
his  relatives  in  1877,  and  he  continued  an 
agricultural  life  for  some  years.  He  then 
entered  public  life  as  a  clerk  in  several  mer- 
cantile establishments,  finally  becoming  mes- 
senger and  baggageman  on  the  Sidney 
branch  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  continuing  that  actixe  life  for  nine 
years.  Seven  years  ago  Mr.  Lindsay 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  R.  S.  Tate  (whose  sketch  appears  in  this 
work),  opening  up  a  grocery  business  which 
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has  been  most  successfully  conducted  ever 
since. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lindsay  was  cele- 
brated in  Sidney  in  1889,  by  Rev.  R.  C. 
Hughes,  now  the  president  of  Tabor  College 
(a  sketch  of  which  appears  elsewhere), 
when  Miss  Kate  Argyle  became  his  wife. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Harriet 
(Bowman)  Argyle,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
still  living  in  this  city.  Mr.  Argyle  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Fremont 
county  about  1856.  engaged  in  conducting  a 
store  and  became  a  prominent  citizen.  He 
was  the  first  recorder  of  the  county,  and 
when  his  death  occurred  in  1866  he  was  sin- 
cerely mourned  by  all  of  the  old  residents. 

Socially  Mr.  Lindsay  has  connected  him- 
self with  the  orders  of  K.  of  P.  and  M.  W., 
in  both  of  which  he  is  very  popular.  He 
has  been  a  prominent  politician  and  has  re- 
ceived recognition  from  his  party,  being 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  recorder,  No- 
vember 6,  1900.  For  three  years  he  efficient- 
ly represented  the  city  in  the  council  and  is 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  this  section.  Both  he  and  his  most 
estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church. 


MARSHALL  J.  WILLL\MS. 

A  very  wealthy  landholder  and  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  Mar- 
shall J.  Williams,  the  subect  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  S.  \\\  \A^illiams  and  was 
born  in  Pottawattamie  county,  Iowa,  July 
4,  1864.  His  father.  Dr.  Williams,  was  a 
native  of  Ashtabula  count}-,  Ohio;  and  be- 
came a  prominent  citizen  of  Iowa,  well  and 
favorably  known  in  his  profession,  and  es- 
pecially beloved  in  his  family.     His  educa- 


tional advantages  in  early  life  were  very 
limited,  but  he  applied  himself  to  his  books 
whenever  opportunity  offered,  the  result  be- 
ing that  he  acquired  a  fund  of  varied  in- 
formation which  enabled  him  to  take  an 
equal  position  in  life  with  those  who  had 
been  more  favored  by  fortune.  When  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Cape 
Girardeau  county,  Missouri,  'and  engaged 
as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  business,  remain- 
ing in  this  position  for  about  seven  years, 
quietly  preparing  all  this  time  to  enter  the 
profession   of  medicine. 

Dr.  Williams  attended  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  the  Louisville  Medical  College  and 
then  commenced  to  practice  at  his  former 
home,  shortly  afterward  returning  to  the 
college,  where  he  finished  the  course  and 
graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class,  in  1851. 
Removing  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  connection  with  Dr. 
P.  J.  McMahan,  a  prominent  physician  of 
that  place.  He  became  very  successful  and 
was  valued  highly  by  the  residents  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs.  He  possessed  those  noble  traits 
of  character  which  the  world  loves  to  find  in 
a  physician,  kindness,  courtesy  and  sympa- 
thy. He  was  ever  ready  to  respond  to  the 
call  of  the  sick,  making  no  distinction  l^e- 
tween  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

Owing  to  failing  health  Dr.  \\"illiams 
retired  from  practice  in  1865.  and  located  on 
a  farm  near  Glenwood,  Iowa.  He  was  called 
upon  very  often  to  consult  with  brother 
physicians,  but  aside  from  this  duty  he  en- 
tirely laid  away  his  medical  paraphernalia, 
realizing  that  work  in  that  line  was  at  the 
expense  of  his  own  health.  He  became 
closely  identified  with  all  of  the  progressive 
measures  intended  to  promote  the  growth 
of  Mills  countv.    For  several  vears  he  was  a 
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nieml^er  of  the  xarious  countv  hoards,  and 
at  one  time  was  a  can(li(hite  fnr  representa- 
tive. He  labored  to  promote  the  interests 
of  tlie  Congregational  cluirch,  of  which  he 
was  a  trustee.  The  death  of  Dr.  \\'il]iam^ 
occurred  June  S,  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven.  He  had  married  Janet  Cirierson,  in 
1856,  and  three  children  were  horn  of  this 
union:  Rowena ;  Sarah  \i.,  who  married 
James  Record;  and  Marshall  J.,  our  subject. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  January 
31,   1886. 

Our  subject  was  placed  in  a  very  trying 
and  responsible  ])ositiun  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  He  was  but  sixteen  years 
old,  and  the  care  of  the  large  estate  fell  upon 
his  young  shoulders;  but  he  faced  the  re- 
sponsibility and  overcame  the  many  diffi- 
culties. He  took  a  trip  to  California,  but 
with  that  exception  has  spent  his  life  on  his 
own  land.  He  is  the  owner  of  Ihree  hundred 
and  thirty  acres,  and  a  half  interest  in  two 
hundred  and  seventy  acres,  both  in  Oak- 
township,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  Pottawattamie  county.  He  has  car- 
ried on  farming  in  connection  with  stock- 
raising,  in  both  of  which  he  has  been  very 
successful.  He  has  never  had  a  case  of  dis- 
ease among  his  hogs,  which  are  of  Poland 
China  and  Berkshire  breeds.  Their  pens 
and  yards  are  kept  clean  and  disinfected, 
and  probably  this  precaution  explains  the 
vigorous  health  of  his  stock.  Among  his 
•cattle  the  same  conditions  prevail.  He  has 
made  a  scientific  study  of  the  science  of 
breeding  and  the  care  of  stock,  and  considers 
regular  feeding  a  great  factor  in  successful 
management  of  such  a  business.  His  prefer- 
ence in  cattle  is  for  the  Hereford  and  Dur- 
ham breeds,  of  which  he  owns  a  great 
number. 


The  marriage  of  Mr.  \\'illiams  took  place 
March  24.  1887,  to  Miss  Gertrude  L.  Star- 
buck,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Starlmck,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  now  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice (jf  law  at  Glenwood,  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williams  has  been  born  one  child,  viz. : 
Clifford  Starbuck  Williams,  August  11, 
1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  are  amongf 
the  representati\e  people  of  Mills  county. 
They  are  highly  esteemed  and  well-known 
residents,  and  their  hospitable  home  is 
familiar  to  their  many  friends. 

In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  sought  office,  although  he  has 
been  made  chairman  of  the  central  com- 
mittee for  many  years  and  at  present  is 
township  trustee. 


RANDOLPH  SALMONS. 

The  successful  and  prominent  agricul- 
turists of  Deer  Creek  towmship,  Mills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  are  well  represented  by  Randolph 
Salmons  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
lx)rn  in  this  county,  in  1857.  a  son  of  James 
and  Sarah  (Silkett)  Salmons,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  died  in  this 
county,  in  1879;  the  latter  was  born  in  \^ir- 
ginia,  but  her  last  days  were  spent  in  ^Mills 
county.  They  lived  good  and  respected 
lives,  and  in  their  death  the  family  and  com- 
numity  lost  worthy  people. 

1'he  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Randolph  Salmons,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica from  England  and  died  in  Indiana.  Two 
brothers  of  onr  subject's  mother.  George  and 
Jacob,  were  soldiers  in  the  Lnion  army  dur- 
ing the  Ci\il  war,  and  George  died  in  the 
service,  one  brother  of  our  subject's  father 
also  serving  through  that  war. 
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The  parents  of  onr  subject  came  to  Iowa 
in  1 85 1  and  located  in  Mills  county,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming.  Here  Mr.  Sal- 
mons was  reared  and  obtained  his  education, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  best  known  and  weal- 
thiest of  the  farmers  near  the  town  of  Em- 
erson. His  fine  farm  comprises  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  wdiich  are  well  culti- 
vated, improved  in  modern  ways,  and  Mr. 
Salmons  has  demonstrated  that  he  knows 
how  to  make  agriculture  a  very  satisfactory 
business. 

Mr.  Salmons  was  married  in  this  coun- 
ty, to  Miss  Euphie  H.  McMullen,  a  daughter 
of  L.  D.  McMullen,  of  Indian  Creek  town- 
ship. Three  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union — Jessie  Blanche,  Iva  Iowa  and 
Goldie  Alice.  Socially  jMr.  Salmons  is  a 
popular  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  and  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  a 
prominent  and  active  Republican.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  United' Brethren  church,  in 
which  they  are  highly  esteemed  for  many  ex^ 
cellent  traits  of  character. 


MRS.  MARY  D.  MAGEL. 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Magel,  the  widow  of  the 
late  Theodore  Magel  and  one  of  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Fremofit  county,  was 
born  in  Peoria  county.  Illinois,  January  13, 
1857,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  P.  and 
Mary  L.  (Heaton)  Brown.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  of 
Peoria,  Illinois,  in  which  latter  place  they 
were  married.  The  grandfather,  Christian 
Brown,  was  also  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania 
and  followed  farming.  Emigrating  west- 
ward he  became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  there  making  his 
jliome   throughout    the   remainder    of    his 


days.  His  religious  faith  was  in  harmony 
with  the  Presbyterian  church.  His  children 
were:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  J.  Fisher;  John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; 
Henry  P.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Magel;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  C.  L.  Stoner;  Christian,  a  me- 
chanic; Aaron,  and  Reuben,  who  follow 
agricultural  pursuits;  and  Salinda,  wife  of 
H.  Pearce. 

Henry  Brown,  the  father  of  Mrs.  JMagel, 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  devoted  much  of 
his  life  to  farming.  He  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and  then  took 
up  his  abode  on  a  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  1866,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  lo- 
cating in  Prairie  township,  Fremont  county. 
There  he  purchased  a  tract  of  raw  prairie 
land,  which  he  transformed  into  a  good 
farm.  It  was  located  in  the  valley  of  the 
Nishnabotna  river,  and  upon  it  he  made 
substantial  impi-bvements.  and  it  became  his 
permanent  home.  He  was  very  systematic 
in  all  his  work  and  was  an  energetic  and  en- 
terprising man  who  acquired  a  handsome 
property.  The  poor  and  needy  found  in 
him  a  friend  who  freely  assisted  them,  and 
among  those  who  knew  him  best  he  was 
held  in  highest  regard  because  of  his  noble 
traits  of  character.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a  stalwart  Democrat,  but  never  cared 
for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 
He  died  February  25,  1887,  and  his  wife, 
who  still  survi\'es  him,  is  hale  and  hearty. 
She  has  since  married  John  B.  Furbush,  a 
native  of  Xew  York,  who  for  many  years 
has  resided  in  Sidney,  engaged  in  various 
business  pursuits,  but  at  the  present  time 
he  is  living  retired  from  active  labor,  hav- 
ing no  business  cares  save  the  management 
of  his  property  interests.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Henry  J.  and  Deborah  (Griffin) 
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IlcatDU,  IjDtli  111  wlujiii  were  iuiLi\cs  «>f  Xcu 
York  city,  where  they  were  married  and 
where  the  fatlier  follDWed  the  cari)enter's 
trade. 

In  the  pioneer  days  of  llhnnis  they  bl- 
eated in  Teoria  cnnnt}';  where  Mr.  lleat^n 
l)urchased  land  and  improved  a  farm  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  his  trade.  He  was 
also  an  inventor  of  note  and  invented  the 
first  corn-sheller.  His  bnsiness  ability  and 
keen  sagacity  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  valu- 
able property  and  his  real  estate  in  Peoria 
was  extensive.  He  also  owned  a  num1)er  of 
farms.  His  wife  died  in  Peoria,  in  1849, 
after  which  he  sold  his  property  in  that 
city  and  in  1866  came  to  Fremont  county, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  improved  a 
farm.  He  also  bought  farm  land  in  Ne- 
braska and  the  labor  and  impro\ement  which 
he  put  upon  it  made  it  very  valuable.  His 
investments  were  judiciously  placed  and  his 
business  judgment  was  rarely  at  fault.  In 
his  political  views  he  was  an  earnest  Demo- 
crat, who  always  kept  well  informed  on  the 
issues  of  the  day  and  had  a  broad  general 
knowledge  of  all  questions  of  public  interest. 
In  the  evening  of  life  he  sold  his  homestead 
and  found  a  good  home  among  his  children. 
Returning  to  Peoria  to  visit  a  daughter,  he 
there  died,  January  10,  1889.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  attendants  of  the  Episcopal 
churcli.  Their  children  were:  Mary  L., 
who  l)ecame  the  mother  of  Mrs.  ]\Iaoel ; 
^ilargaretta,  the  wife  of  J.  Armstrong; 
Richard,  who  married  and  followed  farm- 
ing in  Fremont  county,  and  there  died  in 
July.  1885,  leaving  a  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren; William  "S'.,  who  also  was  a  farmer  ot 
Fremont  county  and  died  in  1888,  leaxing 
a  wife  and  two  children;  Harriet  S.,  now 
the  wife  of  William  G.  Randall,  an  attorney 
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at  law  of  Chicagij.  Illin<Ms;  and  Henry,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  had 
f(jur  children:  Mary  D.,  the  subject  of  this 
review ;  Nettie.  wIkj  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years;  William  II.,  who  died  at  the 
age  (tf  twenty-seven,  leaving  a  wid<jw  to 
mourn  his  loss;  and  Mrs.  Emma  E.  Maxted. 
The  mother  was  a  meniber  oi  the  Episcopal 
church. 

Mar}'  D.  Brown  was  born  in  Peoria 
county,  Illin(jis.  and  with  her  parents  came 
to  Fremont  ccnnity,  where  on  the  24th  of 
.\pril,  1878,  was  celebrated  her  marriage  to 
Theodore  Magel.  He  was  born  in  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  near  the  city  of  Bur- 
lington, and  belonged  to  an  honored  pioneer 
family  of  the  state.  His  parents,  Sibert  and 
Mary  (Eee)  Magel,  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many, and  on  the  same  vessel  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  locating  in  Iowa, 
in  1833.  Jn  this  state  they  were  afterward 
married.  Among  the  pioneers  they  resided, 
experiencing  the  usual  hardships  which  fall 
to  the  lot  of  frontiersmen.  Burlington  was 
little  more  than  a  steamlxiat  landing,  con- 
taining only  a  few  houses  and  no  market. 
Mr.  Magel  secured  a  claim  three  miles  from 
Burlington  and  after  some  time  established 
a  good  iKMiie  there.  He  worked  at  any  em- 
ployment that  he  could  secure  that  would 
bring  him  some  rcadv  money,  and  when  not 
thus  engaged  his  time  and  attention  were 
given  to  reclaiming  the  wild  land  and  trans- 
forming it  into  a  productive  farm.  When  the 
land  was  i)laced  upon  the  market  he  had  to 
l)orr(nv  money  at  fifty  per  cent  interest  in 
order  to  pay  for  his  farm;  but  he  worked 
hard  and  soon  cleared  his  place  of  all  in- 
debtedness. He  found  in  his  wife  a  faithful 
companion  and  liel[)meet  on  life's  journey, 
and  as  the  years  passed   he  prospered  and 
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purchased  other  lands,  lieconiing  the  owner 
of  various  farms  which  he  impro^•ed.  He 
also  bought  and  sold  city  property  and  be- 
came a  money-lender.  Prosperity  crowned 
his  efforts  and  he  entered  claims  in  various 
localities,  his  realty  possessions  becoming 
extensive.  He  aided  in  erecting  the  firs: 
mill  in  Des  ]\Ioine^  county  and  witnessed 
the  development  of  the  county  into  one  ot 
the  'most  progressive  and  prosperous  sec- 
tions of  the  state,  bearing  his  part  in  its. 
advancement.  He  never  sold  his  first  pur- 
chase, keeping  that  as  the  homestead  and 
thereon  all  of  the  children  were  born  and 
reared.  Death  came  to  him  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1897,  and  his  wife  passed  away  De- 
cember 5.  1896.  Two  of  her  brothers.  Con- 
rad and  \\'illiam,  came  from  Germany  to 
America  and  followed  farming  in  Iowa,  but 
Mr.  Alagel  had  no  relatives  on  this  side  ot 
the  Atlantic.  Through  life  they  were  earnest 
adherents  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which 
they  had  been  reared.  They  had  ten  chij.- 
dren :  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  W.  Hill- 
gartner ;  \\'illiam  and  Henry,  who  reside 
in  Des  Moines  county;  Charles  and  Con- 
rad, who  are  prominent  farmers  of  Fremont 
county;  Peter,  who  makes  his  home  near 
Burlington :  Mary,  the  wife  of  J-  Schafer, 
of  Biudington;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  H. 
Steyh,  who  is  also  living  in  the  same  city ; 
Theodore  S.,  who  became  the  husband  ot 
Mrs.  Magel :  and  Benjamin,  also  of  Des 
Moines  county.  The  family  was  a  well 
known  and  prominent  one  and  the  various 
members  are  now  well,  located  in  life. 

Theodore  Magel  was  reared  in  Des 
]\Ioines  county,  where  he  was  early  trained 
to  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and  in 
the  public  schools  he  acquired  his  educa- 
tion.     Two  of  his  brothers,     Charles    and 


Conrad  ]\Iagel,  came  to  Fremont  county  in 
1870  and  later  Theodore  established  himself 
there.  He  secured  a  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  made  permanent  improvements  and 
in  this  county  he  was  married,  after  which 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and 
stock-raising.  His  progressive  methods 
and  practical  work  were  indicated  in  his 
business  career,  making  him  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturturists  in  the  communi- 
ty. He  was  a  well  known  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Prairie  township  when  his 
death  occurred.  He  was  accidentally  killed 
by  an  unruly  horse,  January  25,  1896, 
leaving  a  wife  and  five  interesting  children 
besides  many  friends  to  mourn  his  loss.  In 
his  political  views  he  had  been  a  Democrat 
and  in  religious  faith  was  a  Lutheran.  His 
life  was  in  harmony  with  his  professions  and 
all  who  knew  him  respected  him  for  his 
sterling  worth.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Magel  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children:  Henry  S., 
born  May  11,  1879;  Nettie.  August  13, 
1880;  Edith  L.,  September  28,  1882;  Lucy, 
born  November  17,  1884,  and  died  August 
20,  1886;  Cara  B..  born  September  9,  1890; 
and  Paul,  June  6,  1893.  The  devoted 
mother  keeps  her  children  together  and  su- 
perintends the  management  of  the  home 
place.  She  is  a  most  estimable  woman, 
possesses  excellent  business  ability  and  en- 
joys the  high  regard  of  many  warm  friends. 
\\diile  the  family  bear  the  loss  of  a  loving 
and  devoted  husband  and  father,  they  have 
e\-ery  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  untarnished 
name  which  he  left  them.  The  ]\Iagels 
have  ever  been  prominent  people  in  Fremont 
county  since  they  joined  the  first  set- 
tlers here,  and  the  present  representatives 
of  the  name  here  ar  no  exception  to  the 
rule. 
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SAML'l-I.    I'.    klC-KFTTS. 

Saiiuicl  r.  l\ickctts.  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  12,  Benton  township. 
I'leniont  county,  was  born  on  the  28th  of 
March.  1S51.  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  famiHes 
of  the  south.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  nati\e  of  liaitiniore.  l)ut  died  l^efore  the 
birth  of  his  son.  Richard  R.  Ricketts,  the 
father  of  our  sul)ject.  lie  had  one  l)rother. 
who  became  the  father  of  General  Ricketts, 
a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Ci\il  war. 
Richard  R.  Ricketts  was  born  in  Baltimore 
(n\  the  6th  of  February,  180J.  and  when  he 
was  six  years  of  age  his  mother  died.  He 
then  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  who  had 
charge  of  the  estate  and  remained  with  him 
until  eiiihteen  vears  of  age,  when  he  left 
Baltimore,  his  cash  capital  being  a  twenty- 
dollar  gold  coin.  He  started  on  foot  to 
Kentucky  and  resided  for  some  time  in  the 
vicinity   of   IMaysville  and   Bowling  Green. 

He  served  a  five-years  apprenticeship  at 
the  cabinet  trade,  following  that  pursuit 
both  in  Kentucky  and  New  Orleans.  At 
the  time  of  the  cholera  scourge  in  the  latter 
city  he  was  the  only  white  man  left  in  the 
shop.  I'^iir  four  years  he  remained  there 
and  then  returned  to  Kentucky,  where  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Betsey  Platte,  of  Xew 
Haven.  Connecticut.  She  was  born  January 
7.  18 1 6,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Alanson 
Blatte,  a  farmer  of  Xew  York,  who  resided 
for  three  years  west  of  Buffalo  and  in  T.orain 
county,  Ohio,  prior  to  1840.  Mrs.  Ricketts 
was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Kentucky  at  the 
time  she  became  acquainted  with  her  future 
husband.  They  were  married  in  the  Blue 
Grass  state  and  soon  afterward  went  ti^ 
Ohio,  locating  on  a   farm  of  eierhtv  acres. 


which  was  given  them  by  her  father.  Un- 
til the  summer  oi  1855  they  remained  upon 
that  land  and  then  drove  across  the  coun- 
try in  a  double-seated  buggy  to  Fremont 
county.  b)wa,  that  \ehicle  being  the  first 
of  the  kind  ever  seen  in  this  locality.  Hav- 
ing sold  their  property  in  Ohio  Mr.  Ricketts 
purchased  nine  head  of  horses,  driving  three 
double  teams  to  bjwa.  He  possessed  a  very 
comfortable  competence  for  those  times,  hav- 
ing twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  a  por- 
tion (jf  this  money  he  invested  in  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres  of  land. 
His  brother-in-law.  L.  W.  Platte,  had  come 
to  this  state  several  years  before  and  had 
made  arrangements  for  the  transfer  of  the 
property  of  which  the  father  of  our  subject 
became  the  owner.  The  house  was  a  cotton- 
wood  shanty  and  onl}-  twenty  acres  of  the 
land  had  been  cleared.  This  work  was  done 
in  1842.  being  the  first  clearing  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  count}'.  For  two  years  after 
his  arrival  in  Iowa  Richard  Ricketts  re- 
mained in  his  Cottonwood  home  and  then 
luiilt  a  part  of  the  present  residence,  erect- 
ing a  structure  sixteen  b\'  twenty-four  feet, 
of  logs  hewed  by  Mc Kinney  Lambert.  The 
frame  part  of  the  house  was  erected  in  1869 
and  the  log  structure  was  then  weather- 
boarded.  Mr.  Ricketts  provided  well  for 
his  family  and  at  his  death  owned  his  fertile 
farm,  which  was  well  improved  and  well 
stocked. 

He  had  six  children,  of  whom  four  are 
lixing,  namely:  Charlotte  Flizabeth.  the  wife 
of  George  Lehman,  oi  Columlius,  Nebraska, 
by  whom  she  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  are  lixing;  Richard  R..  who  died  in 
1857.  when  about  thirteen  years  of  age; 
Mary  H..  who  died  December  28.  i860,  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Samuel,  of  this 
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review;  A.  E.,  who  is  living  on  the  south 
half  of  the  home  farm,  on  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  with  his  wife  and  nine  children ; 
and  Myra  Grace,  the  wife  of  Tames  H.  Cope- 
land,  of  Benton  township,  by  whom  she  has 
two  children.  The  mother  died  April  28, 
1894,  in  her  seventy-eighth  year,  and  was 
laid  at  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in 
the  Blanchard  burial  ground.  He  was  a 
Baptist  in  his  religious  faith  and  she  a  Con- 
gregationalist,  and  both  were  consistent 
Christian  people  whose  teachings  and  ad- 
monitions did  much  to  shape  the  career  of 
their  children. 

Samuel  P.  Ricketts,  a  well-known  and 
esteemed  farmer  of  Benton  township,  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their,  emigration 
to  Iowa  and  in  the  district  schools  here  ac- 
quired his  education.  He  displayed  a  special 
aptitude  for  mathematics  and  always  stood 
well  in  every  study  to  which  he  gave  his  at- 
tention. With  the  exception  of  four  years 
spent  upon  other  farms  in  the  neighborhood 
he  has  always  resided  on  the  homestead. 
He  was  married  in  1876,  on  his  twenty- 
fifth  birthday,  to  Miss  Mahala  Clift,  of 
Kentuck}',  who  was  born  October  14,  1854, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  D.  Clift.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  eleven  children, 
five  sons  and  six  daughters,  but  they  lost 
an  infant  son.  Those  still  living  are  as 
follows:  Roscoe  R.,  born  December  24, 
1876,  is  living  in  Nebraska  City  where  he 
follows  carpentering;  Ida  C.  is  with  her 
parents ;  Augusta  C.  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Acord,  of  Benton  township.  Fremont  coun- 
ty. 1)y  whom  she  has  two  children, — Walter 
R.,  a  young  man  oi  twenty  years,  and 
George  R..  now  eighteen  years  old.  assisting 
ip  the  culti\"ation  of  the  home  farm;  Eliza- 


beth is  with  her  parents;  Xellie  '\l.  is  attend- 
ing school;  Grace  L.,  Clara  L.  anil  Richard 
Henry,  aged  respectively  eleven,  nine  and 
four  years,  are  with  their  parents.  The 
son  who  died  in  infancy  was  named  Carl. 

~Slr.  Ricketts  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Order  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican and  has'  served  as  assessor  for  two 
terms,  and  as  school  director  and  road  super- 
visor. His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  They  are  people  of  the 
highest  worth,  well  known  as  honored  rep- 
resentatives of  the  pioneer  life. 

Mr.  Ricketts  carries  on  general  farming 
and  raises  about  seven  thousand  bushels  of 
corn  annually.  He  also  keeps  a  few  head  of 
cattle  and  he  has  on  hand  from  six  to  twelve 
head  of  horses.  His  father  was  a  fine  work- 
man in  the  cabinet  manufacture  and  house- 
finishing  in  the  early  days,  when  the  large 
black- walnut  trees  were  peeled  and  placed 
on  high  skidways,  where  they  were  sawed 
into  thick  planks  by  two  men,  one  under  the 
log  and  the  other  on  top, — which  method 
is  called  whipsawing.  Timber  was  abund- 
ant at  that  time,  so  that  little  veneering  was 
used,  but  ]\Ir.  Ricketts  was  especially  expert 
in  executing  that  line  of  work.  W'hen  the 
family  first  came  to  Iowa  deer  roamed  over 
tlie  prairie  and  through  the  forests  and  wild 
turkeys  would  frequently  come  into  their 
yard.  On  one  occasion  a  wild-cat  made  its 
way  down  the  mud-and-stick  chimney  and 
into  the  cottonwood  shanty  in  which  they 
lived.  Several  times  the  mysterious  visitor 
appeared  at  night  and  robbed  them  of  poul- 
try, although  a  watch  dog  was  on  guard. 
Finally  Mr.  Ricketts  remained  awake  one 
night  and  struck  a  light  just  in  time  to  see 
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the  animal  make  its  escape.  The  cat  per- 
sisteil  in  its  visits  for  s<»me  time  and  he  was 
unahle  ti»  capture  it. 

The  name  d'  l\icketts  is  inseparably  in- 
ter\\ii\en  with  the  pioneer  history  of  the 
oninty  and  from  the  earliest  development  of 
this  portion  of  the  state  the  meml)ers  of  the 
family  ha\-e  borne  thcii-  part  in  tlie  work  of 
l)ublic    progress   and    im[)ro\ement. 


FRED  HI  ATT. 


A  successful  and  enterprising  agricultur- 
ist of  Fremont  county,  bnva.  located  near 
the  prcjsperous  town  of  Sidney,  is  I'^'cd 
liiatt.  who  was  born  in  I'remont  count}',  in 
\'(>'/2,  a  S()n  of  Reuben  and  Martha  Ann 
(Kauble)  Hiatt.  the  former  of  whoiu  was 
born  in  Illinoit  and  died  in  Fremont  county 
in  1897.  The  father  was  a  very  prominent 
man.  being  one  of  the  hrst  settlers  of  the 
county,  coming  here  in  1851.  Mrs.  Fliatt 
was  born  in  Indiana,  in  1830.  of  German 
<!escent.  a  daughter  of  David  and  Marv 
(Kratzerj  Kauble.  and  married  Mr.  Hiatt  in 
Missouri.  She  still  survives.  The  paternal 
ancestry  of  our  suljject  can  be  clearly  traced 
to  i'age  Proct(Jr  Hiatt.  the  great-grandfa- 
ther, who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Jesse 
and  Mary  (Proctor)  Hiatt,  tlie  latter  born 
in  Madison  county.  Kentucky,  the  former  in 
South  Carolina,  from  which  state  he  emi- 
grated at  a  very  early  day  to  Peoria,  Illinois. 
where  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers,  and 
from  there  entered  the  army  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  Sid- 
ney. Iowa,  passing  through  the  high  school 
at  that  place,  and  then  engaged  in  farming. 
He  has  a  fine  tract  of  valuable  land,  compris- 


ing ninety  acres,  upon  which  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  being 
particularly  successful. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
.\'o\  ember  7,  1894,  to  Miss  Olivia  Alexan- 
der, who  was  born  in  Missouri,  a  daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Martha  (Stokes)  Alexander, 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  Missouri,  the 
latter  now  being  Mrs.  Henry  Keyser.  of  this 
place.  One  interesting  little  daughter.  Belma 
Fern,  just  three  years  old,  has  been  added 
to  tlie  family. 

In  national  affairs  our  subject  is  always 
found  voting  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
in  ji  cal  matters  he  casts  his  ballot  for  the 
man  he  deems  best  for  the  position,  regard- 
less of  general  politics.  He  has  been  called 
upon  to  serve  the  township  in  some  of  the 
local  of^ces,  and  has  been  a  very  efficient 
road  supervisor  for  several  terms.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Methodist  church  at 
Sidney,  while  Mrs.  Hiatt  is  connected  with 
the  Christian  church.  Both  possess  the  es- 
teem of  the  community  and  are  regarded  as 
among  the  most  respected  residents  of  the 
countv. 


HENRY  KUHL. 

German  industry  and  thrift  has  had  much 
to  do  with  making  the  prairies  of  the  west 
the  garden  spot  of  the  world.  Iowa  has  ben- 
efited materially  by  thi^  good  element  in  our 
population,  and  Mills  county  has  its  quota 
of  German  and  German-American  citizens, 
who  have  been  successful  personally  and  have 
been  influential  for  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  have  cast 
their  lot.  One  of  the  best  known  farmers  of 
German  birth  in  Ingraham  township  is 
Henry  Kuhl,  whose  farm  is  in  section  25. 
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Henry  Kuhl  was  born  in  northern  Ger- 
many, May  5,  1857,  a  son  of  Peter  Kuhl.  a 
farmer,  and  was  reared  to  the  work  of  the 
farm.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  18 17, 
is  now  Hving  in  Ingraham  township,  aged 
eighty-three.  He  married  Anna  Steffen  in 
1 84 1,  and  of  their  ten  children  they  reared 
fi\'e  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  first  of 
the  family  who  came  to  America  was  Anna, 
the  wife  of  Hentz  Snecklot,  who  came  in  the 
spring  of  1864  and  lives  in  Nebraska.  In 
the  follow^ing  fall  Hans  Kuhl  came,  accom- 
panied by  his  sister  Maggie,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  James  Kay,  of  Oak  township,  Alills 
county.  John  is  a  prosperous  Nebraska 
farmer.  Klaus  Kuhl,  another  brcther  of 
Henry  Kuhl,  came  three  years  later.  In  the 
spring  of  1873  Katie,  another  sister,  came, 
and  she  is  now  Mrs.  John  Helkan,  of  Scott 
county,  Iowa;  and  Henry,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 
William  came  about  1878  and  Peter  and 
Anna  (Steffen)  Kuhl  in  the  spring  of  1880. 

When  Henry  Kuhl  came  to  America  he 
was  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  old. 
He  joined  his  brothers  and  sisters  who  had 
come  to  Scott  county,  Iowa,  and  worked 
there  on  farms  until  his  parents  arrived  early 
in  1880,  with  Ferdinand,  his  youngest 
brother.  In  1884  he  bought  his  first  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  on  which 
he  had  located  the  year  before  as  a  tenant,  at 
the  beginning  of  his'married  life.  He  paid 
thirty-seven  dollars  an  acre  for  the  place 
and  began  with  a  debt  upon  him  of  seven 
thousand  dollars,  but  applied  himself  so  dil- 
igently to  the  task  he  had  assumed  that  he 
overcame  all  obstacles  and  not  only  paid  for 
the  farm  but  made  money  on  it  and  sold  it  in 
1900  at  sixty-four  dollars  an  acre.  He  then 
bought  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres 


south  of  Silver  City  at  fifty-two  dollars  an 
acre,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
bought  eighty  acres  more.  He  owns  also 
twenty  acres  of  timber  land.  Beginning 
without  cash  capital,  he  has  made  a  marked 
success  in  life  and  now  ranks  as  one  of  the 
heavy  farmers  and  prominent  stockmen  of 
his  township.  He  breeds  shorthorns,  of 
wdiich  he  has  about  fifty  head  ot  registered 
stock,  and  forty-three  of  which  he  purchased 
at  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  a 
head.  He  keeps  also  sixty  head  of  grade 
stock,  raises  about  forty  calves  each  year, 
and  has  sold  one  vearling  bull  and  two 
heifers  at  two  hundred  dollars  each. 

!Mr.  Kuhl  was  married  August  20,  1883, 
to  Johanna  Bickel,  of  Mills  county,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Fred  Bickel,  of  Germany,  and  they 
have  had  children  as  follows* William,  now 
fifteen  years  old;  Lennie,  fourteen;  Ferdi- 
nand, thirteen;  Fritz,  eleven;  Lizzie,  nine; 
Rudolph,  five;  and  Emil.  ]\Ir.  Kuhl's  father 
and  mother  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
in  1 89 1.  His  mother  soon  afterward  fell 
and  broke  her  hip  and  the  accident  resulted 
in  her  death,  in  the  spring  of  1892,  when  she 
was  seventy-five  years  old.  His  father,  in 
fair  health,  has  his  home  with  his  son,  Henry. 
]\Ir.  Kuhl  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith 
and  he  is  independent  in  politics. 


JAMES  SIMEON  FRANCIS. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  narrative  is 
one  of  the  successful  and  progressive  farm- 
ers of  ]\lills  county,  his  home  being  in  Silver 
Creek  township.  He  has  made  his  special 
field  of  industry  an  eminent  success,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  wdio 
knov>'  him. 

]\Ir.  Francis  was  born  in  Kalamazoo 
county,  Michigan,  on  the  24th  of  January, 
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1838.  a  son  of  Lynion  and  l\achel  (Fuller) 
I'rancis,  Ixtth  natives  of  Xew  York.  His 
paternal  ^grandparents.  Simeon  Francis  and 
wife,  spent  their  eiilirc  lives  in  tiie  I'^nipire 
state,  and  the  maternal  grandparents,  Al^ial 
and  Dezier  (Stephens)  Fuller,  were  also 
residents  of  Xew  \'ork.  though  the  former 
was  horn  in  Massachusetts. 

The  father  of  our  suhject  was  a  farmer 
and  carpenter  and  devoted  his  later  years  to 
wagon-mrd<ing.  He  also  was  a  shoemaker 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  In 
1835  he  removed  with  his  family  to  ^lich- 
igan.  where  he  made  his  home  until  1851, 
and  then  went  to  Illinois,  hut  three  years 
later  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Benton  coun- 
ty, where  his  last  days  were  spent.  His 
death  occurred  when  he  was  a  little  past 
sixtv-eight  vears  of  age.  His  wife  had  died 
in  the  spring  of  1851.  when  more  than 
forty-three  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  twehe  children,  six  t)f  whom  are  still 
living. 

During  his  minorit\-  James  Simeon  Fran- 
cis remained  with  his  father,  and  although 
he  commenced  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  continued  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  was  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try for  three  years  during  the  Rehellion. 
On  the  6th  of  August,  i86j,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  \^)lun- 
teer  Infantry,  under  Captain  William  Gas- 
ton, who  in  turn  was  succeeded  hy  the  fol- 
lowing: J.  A.  Shutts.  John  A.  Palmer  and 
William  McGuire.  Mr.  Francis  participated 
in  every  hattle  and  skirmish  in  which  the 
regiment  took  ])art  with  exception  of  the 
time  he  was  contlncd  in  tlic  hospitrd.  For 
three  months  he  was  in  the  hospital  at  Jef- 
ferson Barracks,  and   was  then  transferred 


to  the  hospital  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  he 
remained  for  live  months.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  mustered  out  at  Savannah, 
(ieorgia,  and  <lisch.arged  at  Davenport.  Iowa, 
August  12,  1865.  His  health  heing  per- 
manently imjjaired  he  now  receives  a  pension 
from  the  government. 

In  March.  iSr/).  Mr.  Francis  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  llawley,  also 
a  native  of  Kalamazoo  county,  Michigan. 
Tile  parents  of  Mrs.  Francis  were  Sheldon 
and  Kli;^a  (  Hawey )  Hawley,  hoth  na- 
tives of  Xew  York.  They  died  in  Benton 
county.  Iowa,  the  father  at  sixty-eight  years 
of  age,  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years  and  nine  months.  To  Mr.  and 
]^Irs.  Francis  have  been  born  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely: 
Frank  D..  who  is  married  and  has  one  son 
and  one  daughter:  William  E.,  who  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Jackson,  of  Silver  Creek  town- 
ship, December  19.  1900,  and  resides  near 
his  father:  Delia  E..  who  is  married  and  has 
one  (laughter:  and  Iva  F..  at  home.  All 
have  received  good  educational  advantages 
and  are  now  residents  of  Iowa. 

As  previously  stated,  Mr.  Francis  began 
his  business  career  at  th.e  age  of  twenty-one, 
and  was  successfully  engaged  in  farming  in 
Benton  county  for  several  years,  owning 
and  (operating  a  well  improved  place  of  eighty 
acres.  In  1883,  however,  he  removed  to 
Mills  county,  and  purchased  the  Dax'is  farm 
of  one  luuidred  and  sixt_\'  acres  in  Siher 
Creek  township.  L'nder  his  careful  super- 
vision it  is  mjide  to  yield  a  bountiful  return 
for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it,  and 
is  to-dav  one  of  the  nicest  desirable  places 
of  its  size  in  the  locality. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Francis 
has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
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cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincohi  in  i860.  \A'hiIe  a  resident  of  Ben- 
ton county  he  served  as  township  trustee, 
and  has  ever  taken  a  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs.  He  and  his  family  attend 
the  Christian  church  at  Malvern,  and  are 
people  of  the  highest  respectability. 


CONRAD  MAGEL. 

The  ]\Iagels  are  numbered  among-  the 
pioneer  families  of  Iowa.  In  the  early  days 
when  Iowa  was  still  under  territorial  gov- 
ernment the  parents  of  our  sul)ject  took  up 
their  abode  within  its  Ijorders,  and  in  Des 
Moines  county,  near  the  citv  of  Burlington, 
on  the  22(1  of  November,  1847.  Conrad  Ma- 
gel  was  born,  a  son  of  Sibert  and  i\Iary 
(Lee)  Magel.  The  parents  were  both  natives 
of  Germany  and  on  the  same  vessel  they 
crosed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world  and 
were  married  in  Iowa.  They  belonged  to 
prominent  families  in  the  fatherland  and  be- 
came frontier  settlers  in  the  new  world.  It 
was  in  the  year  1833  that  Sibert 
Magel  cast-  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer 
settlers  \vest  of  the  Mississippi.  He  left 
his  home  full  of  hope,  true-hearted  and 
determined  to  make  the  best  of  his  op- 
portunities in  the  land  of  the  free;  and 
though  he  had  no  capital  to  assist  him 
his  resolute  spirit,  energy,  perseverance  and 
economy  have  enabled  him  to  advance  stead- 
ilv  toward  success.  Althouoh  he  met  man\ 
hardships  and  trials,  he  was  not  discouraged 
but  worked  hard  to  carry  out  his  earnest 
purpose  to  gain  an  honest  living  and  pro\ide 
a  good  home  for  his  family.  His  labors 
were  crowned  with  prosperity,  and  when  he 
was  called  to  the  home  beyond  he  left  a 
very  large  estate. 


Near  Burlington,  which  was  then  a  col- 
lection of  cheap  houses,  constituting  a  small 
hamlet,  he  located  a  claim  and  began  im- 
proA'ing  it.  He  also  worked  at  other  em- 
ployments that  would  bring  to  him  some 
ready  money.  A\'hen  he  married  he  found 
an  able  assistant  in  his  wife  and  together 
they  labored  to  establish  a  home.  When 
the  land  was  put  upon  the  market  he  attend- 
ed the  sale,  and  though  he  had  not  been 
able  to  save  enough  to  purchase  his  claim, 
he  found  a  friend  who  lent  him  the  money, 
on  which  he  paid  fifty  per  cent  interest  un- 
til he  was  out  of  debt.  From  the  claim, 
he  developed  an  excellent  homestead,  upon 
which  he  remained  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  passing  away  on  the 
9th  of  August,  1897.  His  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  home  beyond,  being  called  to 
her  final  rest  December  5,  *896.  Through- 
out their  lives  they  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  thev  had 
been  reared.  He  was  a  verv  important 
factor  in  the  development  and  improvement 
of  the  section  of  the  state  in  which  he  lived, 
and  while  promoting  his  individual  pros- 
perit}'  also  added  to  the  general  prosperity. 
He  possessed  superior  business  and  executive 
ability  and  was  an  excellent  financier,  so  that 
he  was  enabled  to  carry  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  undertook.  He 
dealt  quite  extensively  in  real  estate,  pur- 
chasing and  selling  niuch  farm  land  and  city 
property.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  all 
movements  calculated  to  promote  the  im- 
provement and  upbuilding  of  Burlington, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  his  realty 
possessions  in  that  citv  were  extensive  and 
important.  When  he  came  to  Iowa  there 
were  no  mills  in  Des  Moines  county,  and 
he  aided  in  erecting  the  first  one  within  its 
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borders.  lie  lived  to  see  the  county  settled 
up  by  progressive  and  prominent  people,  and 
every  line  of  business,  agricultural,  com- 
mercial and  professional  represented  there. 
Towns  and  villages  sprang  up  and  Burling- 
ton deveK)ped  fruni  a  few  cabins  to  a  cit} 
of  splendid  proportions  and  importance. 
Mv.  Magel  withheld  his  support  from  no 
movement  or  measure  calculated  to  prove 
of  general  good,  and  just  a  year  beftjre  his 
death  gave  one  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Burlington  Hospital.  He  also  reared  a 
large  and  interestino-  familv  who  are  now 
well  established  in  life,  carrying  forward 
the  work  he  inaugurated.  Elizabeth  is  the 
•widow  of  William  Hilgartner:  William  and 
Henry  are  living  in  Dq^  }iloines  c<iunty; 
Charles  is  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Fremont  county;  Conrad,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  re\iew ;  Peter-  is  ]i\ing  neai 
Burlington;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  Schafer. 
of  Burlington;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  H. 
Steyh,  also  of  that  city:  Theodore  S..  who 
was  a  prominent  farmer,  died  January  23. 
1895,  heing  killed  by  a  horse,  and  left  a 
wife  and  five  children;  and  Benjamin,  who 
is  li\ing  in  Des  Moines  count v,  where  he 
is  a  prominent  and  intluential  man. 

Conrad  Magel  acquired  his  education  in 
the  country  schools  near  his  home  and  wa.= 
reared  to  habits  of  industrv  and  economy 
on  the  home  farm.  When  twenty-two  vears 
of  age  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  went 
out  into  the  world  to  fight  hfe's  battles, 
and  in  1869  came  to  Fremont  count v  wiili 
his  brother  Charles  on  a  pro>peeting  tour. 
They  also  visited  Nebraska,  making  the 
western  trip  in  order  to  k^ok  after  lands 
entered  by  their  father.  Returning  home 
they  completed  arrangements  to  take  uj)  the 
work  of  cultivating  the    Iowa   land   and   in 


1870  located  permanently  in  Fremont  coun- 
ty.    They  had  means  to  prosecute  the  work, 
erected  a  house  on  the  prairie,  which  they 
began   breaking  and   soon   were   busily   en- 
gaged  in   farming.      .\   man  was  empkjyed 
t(j  assist  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  while  his 
wife  did   the   housekeeping,    for   both     Mr. 
Magel  and   his  brother  were  unmarried  ai 
the  time.      The   location   of  the   farm    was 
most  favorable,  being  in  the  valley  of  the 
Xishnabotna    ri\-er    and    extended    back    to 
the  blufTs.   the   rising  grinuid  affording  an 
excellent    building    site,     upon     which     the 
brothers  erected  their  house.      At    the    time 
there  were  no   farms  near,  and  thev  ctjul.d 
ride   in   any   direction    witltout    hindrance. 
There  were  no  fences  in  the  locality  and  so 
the}"  hatl  t(j  fence  their  entire  property  with- 
out the  assistance  of  division  fences.    Their 
first  crop  was  sod  corn  and  soon  their  land 
was  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and   brought   to   them   an   excellent    return, 
'i'he  l)rothers  continued  the  business  together 
until   1880,  when  they  married    and    their 
property  interests  were  divided  by   mutual 
consent,  Charles  retaining  the  first  improve 
ments.   while   Conrad    Magel   purchased   an 
adjoining   farm  oi  one  hundred   and   sixty 
acres,   upon    which    he   took   up   his   abode. 
The  work  of  inii)rovement  had  been  carried 
forward  there  to  c)nlv  a  very  slieht  deoree. 
but    with    characteristic  energy  he  labored 
early   and   late.   and.   l)eing    successful,     he 
added    from   time   to   time   to   his   property 
until  he  now  owns  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land   in  this  county  and  valuable 
tract  in  Nebraska.     He  has  made  man\-  ex- 
cellent improxements.  including  the  erection 
ot   a   fine  two-story   residence  and   supplied 
with   all    modern     conveniences.       A     larsre 
barn    funu'shes  shelter  for  sfrain  and   stock 
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and  other  substantial  outbuildings  ha\-e  been 
erected.  The  home  is  seen  through  the  vista 
of  forest  and  ornamental  trees,  which  have 
been  planted  by  Mr.  Magel.  and  an  excel- 
lent orchard  3nelds  its  fruit  in  season,  and 
the  place,  pleasantly  located  five  miles  east 
of  Sidney,  is  one  of  the  finest  countr)' 
seats  in  the  county.  Mr.  Magel  also  has 
business  property  in  Malvern,  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Sidney  Bank  and  lends  money 
on  security,  but  devotes  the  greater  part 
of  his  attention  to  the  management  of  hit^ 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests.  He  is 
an  extensive  feeder  and  shipper  of  cattle 
and  hogs  and  in  all  lines  of  his  business  he 
is  meeting  with  creditable  success.  His  in- 
vestments have  been  judiciously  made  and 
his  enterprise  and  sound  judgment  have  con- 
tinually added  to  his  income. 

In  1880  Mr.  Magel  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  E.  Xewlon,  who  was 
born  in  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  July  30, 
1855.  She  is  a  lady  of  energ\-  and  culture, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  honored  early  fam- 
ilies of  Illinois,  her  parents  being  ^^'illiam 
H.  and  Margaret  (Schafer)  Xewlon.  Her 
mother  was  a  widow  at  the  time  she  mar- 
ried Mr.  Newlon  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  Linkenfelter,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  of  German  descent,  and  at  an  early  day 
emigrated  westward,  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  where  he  followed 
farming.  His  children  were :  James,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  William,  of  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania ;  Mrs.  Margaret  Xewlon ;  and 
Mrs.  Jane  Feathers.  After  attaining 
womanhood  Margaret  Linkenfelter  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  Jacob  Schafer,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  America  in  early  manhood  with  his 
father  and  family.     They  located  in  Penn- 


sylvania and  after  a  number  of  years  re- 
moved to  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  where  his 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  Jacob 
Schafer  learned  the  tailor's  trade  and  was 
engaged  in  that  line  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
in  Illinois  he  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  1852,  in  the  faith  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  was  an 
earnest  worker.  He  left  to  his  wife  and 
fpur  children  a  good  farm.  His  children 
were:  L.  D..  now  a  merchant  of  Sidney, 
Iowa ;  Henry  E..  who  was  an  insurance  agent 
in  Chicago  and  died  in  1898;  L.  A.,  a  prom- 
inent agriculturist  of  Fremont  county ;  and 
Louisa,  the  deceased  wife  of  D.  ^forehead. 
A  few  years  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  Mrs.  Schafer  became  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Xewlon.  They  subsequently 
sold  the  homestead  and  lived  in  Fremont 
county,  where  they  purchased  a  farm,  upon 
which  they  lived  until  old  age,  when  they 
sold  that  property  and  took  up  their  abode 
in  Sidney,  where  they  lived  until  called  to 
the  home  beyond.  Mrs.  X^ewlon  died  in 
February,  1897,  and  \lr.  Xewlon  in  March 
of  the  same  year.  He  was  a  plain,  unas- 
suming but  honest  farmer,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  had  one  brother, 
Hardy,  who  is  now  living  in  Kansas.  'Sh\ 
and  ]\Irs.  X^ewlon  had  but  three  children, 
namely:  ]\Irs.  Magel;  Edward  F.,  of  X^e- 
braska;  and  D.  C.,  a  carpenter  of  Sidney. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Magel  has 
been  blessed  with  four  children:  Sibert  W'., 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Fremont  county;  ]\Iar- 
garet,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
and  was  deeply  mourned  by  her  family  and 
friends;  and  Frank  and  James  G.,  who  are 
yet  with  their  parents.  Both  Mr.  and  ]Mrs. 
Magel   were  reared  in  the  Lutheran   faith. 
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til  which  ho  still  adheres,  hut  liis  wife  now 
belongs  tt)  the  Methodist  church.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations  he  was  a  Democrat  until 
1896.  when  he  joined  the  ranks  <»f  the  Re- 
])ul)lican  party,  of  which  he  is  now  an  earnest 
advocate.  His  worth  is  widely  acknowl- 
edpi'ed  and  his  \\\{^  record  furnishes  an  e.\- 
.ample  that  may  well  he  emulated,  for 
throui;"h  an  honorable  career  he  has  gained 
a  handsome  conijjetence  and  at  the  same 
time  has  ke])t  untarnished  the  family  name. 


WILLI. \M  C.  JOHNSTON. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  a  remarkable  record, 
and  from  the  study  of  his  life  history  one 
may  learn  valuable  lessons.  The  spirit  of 
self-help  is  the  source  of  a-11  genuine  worth 
in  the  individual  and  is  the  means  of  l)ring- 
ing  to  man  success  when  he  has  no  ad\ant- 
ages  of  wealth  or  inlluence  t(j  aid  him.  It 
illustrates  in  no  uncertain  manner  what  it  is 
possible  to  accomplish  when  perseverance 
and  determination  form  the  keynote  to  a 
man's  life.  Depending  on  his  (Avn  resources, 
looking  for  no  outside  aid  or  support,  he  has 
risen  from  comparative  obscurity  to  a  place 
of  prominence  both  in  the  commercial  and 
political  world..  The  town  of  Randolph 
owes  much  to  him  on  account  of  his  connec- 
tion with  her  business  interests,  and  in  the 
early  days  of  his  residence  in  Fremont  coun- 
ty he  was  a  jirominent  factor  in  agricultural 
circles.  Mr.  Johnston  was  born  near  Que- 
bec. Canada,  September  22.  1851.  His 
paternal  grandfather.  Joseph  Johnston.  Sr.. 
was  a  farmer  and  died  in  Ireland,  his  natixe 
land.  .\ll  (if  his  children  remained  in  that 
country  with  the  exception  of  his  two  sons. 
John  and  Jo.seph.  who  crossed  the  .\tlantic 
to  Canada.     The  former  followed   farminjr 


and  reared  his  family  in  the  English  prov- 
ii?ce.  and  all  of  his  children  have  now  passed 
away. 

Joseph  Johnston.  Jr..  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  b(jrn  in  county  Monaghan.  Ire- 
land, and  when  twenty  years  f)f  age  came  to 
the  new  world,  taking  up  his  ab(nle  in  Can- 
ada, where  he  followed  any  pursuit  that 
would  yield  him  an  honest  living.  I  le  de- 
voted much  of  his  time  to  the  work  of  a 
farm  band  and  saved  as  much  of  his  earnings 
as  possible.  Ten  years  later  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Lackey,  a  nativj  of  the 
south  of  IrcL'uid.  born  in  W'estmeath.  whence 
she  came  to  America  in  early  life;  but  in  the 
meantime  Mr.  Johnston  had  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  on  which  the  young  couple 
began  their  domestic  life.  A  small  home 
was  erected  upon  the  place  and  a  portion  of 
the  land  had  been  cleared,  but  much  of  it 
was  covered  with  timber  and  it  required  hard 
labor  to  clear,  develop  and  improve  it.  I  low- 
ever,  with  characteristic  energy  the  father 
resolutely  set  to  the  task  and  there  remained 
until  after  the  birth  of  all  of  his  ten  chil- 
dren. \\\  1854  he  sold  the  property  and  re- 
mo\-ed  to  Illinois,  taking  up  his  abode  in 
Mercer  county,  where  he  jiurchased  a  large 
farm  of  fine  land,  becoming  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  agriculturists  of  that 
communilw  He  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing  and  stock-raising  and  his  labors  were 
attended  with  prosperity.  His  business  ca- 
reer was  also  characterized  by  honest  deal- 
ings and  his  name  became  the  synonym  for 
integrity  in  business  transactions.  He  was 
a  man  rather  under  medium  size,  but  was 
quite  athletic  and  strong.  While  li\ing  in 
Canada  he  was  an  officer  in  the  militia.  He 
continued  to  make  his  home  on  his  Illinois 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
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30,  1865,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  broad-minded  and  intelli- 
gent man.  possessing  good  business  qualifi- 
cations, whereby  he  acquired  a  very  desir- 
able estate.  He  was  of  a  social  nature,  yet 
was  quiet  in  demeanor  and  never  aspired  to 
public  office  or  notoriety.  The  people  of 
the  community  found  him  a  good  neighbor 
and  the  poor  and  needy  an  assisting  friend. 
He  was  hopeful  in  his  views  of  life,  did  all 
he  could  to  better  the  condition  of  the  human 
race  and  his  own  sterling  integrity  and  honor 
left  a  strong  impress  for  good  upon  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  His  widow^  still 
survives  him  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
four  years,  having  been  born  June  23,  1807. 
She  is  a  large  woman,  of  strong  constitution, 
and  has  done  her  share  of  hard  work  in  the 
Avorld.  After  her  children  were  born  and 
married  she  sold  the  old  homestead  and  came 
to  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  in  1877,  in  order 
to  be  near  her  children,  who  were  living  in 
this  locality.  Here  she  purchased  a  small 
farm,  which  she  afterward  sold,  and  erected 
a  comfortable  residence  in  Randolph,  which 
has  since  been  her  place  of  abode.  She  yet 
supervises  the  work  of  her  own  home,  and 
now  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  well-spent 
life  she  is  surrounded  by  many  of  her  chil- 
dren, who  are  prominent  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity and  do  honor  to  her  name.  She, 
too,  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  were  born  the 
following  named  :  John,  a  leading  business 
man  of  Randolph;  Joseph,  who  is  living  in 
Rock  Island,  Illinois;  James,  who  became  a 
resident  of  Madison,  Nebraska;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  William  Jingles,  a  farmer  of  Fre- 
mont county;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  James 
Dickman,  of  Rock  Island.  Illinois ;  Isabel, 
wife  of  J.  Allely,  a  prominent  agriculturist 


of  Fremont  county;  Frank,  who  died  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  i'n  1891,  leaving  a  family 
of  five  children;  Jennie,  wife  of  M.  Allely, 
an  agriculturist  of  Fremont  county;  Will- 
iam C.  of  this  review ;  and  Isaac,  who  died 
in  Omaha,  leaving  two  children. 

William  C.  Johnston  was  only  three 
years  of  age  when,  in  1854,  his  parents  re- 
moved from  their  Canada  home  to  Mercer 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood.  He  acquired  a  common-school 
education,  remaining  under  the  parental 
roof  until  1875,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm.  He  was  then  married,  after 
which  he  located  upon  a  farm  and  raised 
one  crop  in  the  Prairie  state.  In  1876  he 
came  to  Iowa,  establishing  a  home  in  Fre- 
mont county.  He  had  but  a  small  amount 
of  money  at  the  time,  and  is  practically  a 
self-made  man.  He  first  purchased  a  tract 
of  raw  land  from  the  government,  making 
arrangements  to  pay  for  the  same  at  a  future 
date.  His  earnest  labor  and  his  excellent 
management  enabled  him  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments at  the  required  time,  and  his  unflag- 
ging energy  and  honorable  dealing  brought 
to  him  continued  success  as  the  years  passed 
by.  He  now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  for  meadow  and  for  pasturage  pur- 
poses. Upon  the  place  is  a  commodious 
home,  substantial  barn,  good  orchard  and 
all  other  modern  improvements  which  con- 
stitute the  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury. He  carried  on  general  farming  and 
also  did  some  trading,  but  fed  much  of  the 
products  of  his  farm  to  his  stock.  Of  late 
years  he  has  rented  his  land,  having  in  1886 
removed  from  the  farm  to  Randolph,  where 
he  has  a  commodious  residence, — one  of 
the  most  attractive  homes  of  the  city.  He 
has  since  been  numbered  among  the  leading 
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business  men  of  the  place.     He  engages  in  J.  Weaver;  Ruth,  tlie  wife  of  our  subject; 

trading  and  also  owns  and  conducts  a  large  and  Minnie,  wife  of  H.  Jackson.  The  mother 

livery  business,  having  two  extensive  barns,  of  this  family  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 

He  has  a  block  of  eleven  loi>  and  also  con-  church. 

siderable  improved  property  which  he  rents,  Tiie  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston 
including  the  Grand  IJotcl.  lie  likewdse  was  blessed  with  eight  children :  Joseph  T., 
rents  a  block  of  land  adjoining  the  stock-  who  was  lx)rn  January  6,  1S76;  William  T., 
yards  and  on  it  he  has  a  line  race  track,  born  August  19,  1877;  Leonard  O.,  born 
Residence  property  in  Omaha  also  belongs  ]\Iarch  9.  1880;  Jennie  Isabel,  born  Decem- 
to  him  and  brings  a  good  rental,  thus  materi-  her  i,  1885;  Gertrude  R.,  born  April  4, 
ally  increasing  his  income,  lie  is  widely  1888;  I'Mith  May,  born  June  20,  1890;  Eva 
recognized  as  a  progressive  and  prominent  B.,  born  June  11.  1893;  and  Ida  Jessamine, 
business  man  and  an  excellent  hnancier,  born  August  24.  1898.  Mr.  Johnston  is  an 
occupying  a  leading  position  in  commercial  influential  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
circles  and  commanding  the  confidence  and  in  I^^remont  county,  and  exerts  his  influence 
respect  of  all  who  know  liini.  i  with  telling  effect  in  support  of  its  prin- 
Mr.  Johnston  was  united  in  marriage  to  ciples.  He  served  in  the  oflice  of  postmaster 
Miss  Ruth  I.  Hasl)rook,  who  was  born  in  of  Randolph  for  four  years  in  a  manner  en- 
Mercer  county.  Illinois,  December  3.  1856,  tirely  satisfactory  to  tlie  peoi)]e  of  the  com- 
and  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  munity,  but  lias  ever  been  very  modest  in  his 
belonging  to  one  of  the  early  families  of  that  demands,  not  asking  for  political  reward 
locality.  Her  i)arents,  Thomas  and  Louisa  for  his  services,  which  were  given  to  the 
(Wood)  Ilasbrook,  were  natives  oi  Ger-  party  because  he  believed  in  its  principles  as 
many,  and  the  fcjrmer  was  a  farmer  by  oc-  most  c<^nductive  to  good  government.  His 
cupation.  He  reuKjved  to  Texas  and  served  life  is  that  of  a  thorough-going  business 
in  the  Confederate  army  at  the  time  of  the  man.  He  is  particularly  prompt  in  keeping 
Civil  war.  After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  his  business  engagements  and  expects  the 
started  to  return  to  Illinois,  but  died  in  his  same  consideration  of  others.  Many  of  his 
wagon  while  on  the  trip.  The  family  con-  {  associates  testify  in  strong  terms  to  his  kind- 
tinned  on  their  way  to  the  Prairie  state,  ness  of  heart,  finding  in  him  not  only  a  safe 
where  thev  remained  until  after  the  children  advisor,  but  also  one  whose  counsel  is  not 


were  grown   wlien   tlic 


that  of  words  alone. 


ELI  FICKEL. 


moilier  made  her 
home  with  her  sons  and  daughters.  Her 
death  occurred  in  Nebraska.  She  was  twice 
married,  her  first  husband  having  been  a 
Mr.  Tennic.     By  that  marriage  she  had  three 

children,  namely:     Mrs.  Emma  Hasbrook;  Among  those    farmers   who  have   made 

Mrs.  l%annie  Pierce;  and  Permilia,  wife  of  comfortal)lc  homes  and  gained  much  of  this 
W.  Whan.  L^ito  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hasbrook  world's  desirable  goods  by  the  efforts  of 
were  Iwrn  five  children:  Mary,  wife  of  W.  their  own  hands,  is  Eli  Fickel,  the  subject  of 
Huett;  Effie,  wife  of  J.  Clark;  Kate,  wdfe  of  ,  this  sketch,   who   resides  upon  one  of  the 
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finest  farms  in  ]\Iills  count}-,  Iowa.  He  was 
born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  November  13. 
1830,  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel  Fickel,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Perry  county, 
but  (lied  in  Putnam  county,  Ohio,  aged  sev- 
enty-two. The  latter  was  born  in  Balti- 
more, Mar3dand,  and  died  in  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  in  her  ninety-fifth  year.  Her  parents 
were  Peter  and  Mary  Barnett,  who  were 
born  in  Baltimore,  but  died  in  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life  and 
had  few  educational  advantages.  Until 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  remained  with 
his  parents,  but  was  married  about  that  time 
to  Catherine  Madden,  who  died,  leaving 
him  one  son.  He  had  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Putnam  county  and  it  was  not  until  after 
his  second  marriage,  with  Martha  J.  Mad- 
den, a  cousin  of  his  first  wife,  that  he  came 
to  his  present  home.  Mr.  Fickel  here  owns 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine  land. 
beginning  with  eighty  acres,  and  has  earned 
this  large  and  productive  estate  by  his  own 
labor.  He  has  engagd  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  being  very  successful  in  both 
lines. 

Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fickel,  seven  still  survive.  Two  of 
those  who  died  left  children.  The  young- 
est child  died  when  only  a  few  weeks  old. 
Mr.  Fickel  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  thoroughly  believing  in  its  principles. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Franklin  Pierce  and' 
ever  since  has  supported  the  candidates  of 
his  party.  For  years  Mr.  Fickel  has  been 
one  of  the  efficient  members  of  the  school 
board,  taking  great  interest  in  educational 
matters.  Mrs.  Fickel  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five.  During  life  she  had  been,  with 
her  husband,  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.     Mr.  Fickel  is  active  in 


Sunday-school  work,  being  superintendent, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  Id}'  the  residents  ot 
Malvern  and  vicinity. 


FRANCIS  H.  DASHNER. 

The  life  history  of  Mr.  Dashner.  if 
written  in  detail,  would  form  a  volume  con- 
taining many  exciting  and  intensely  inter- 
esting chapters.  The  old  adage,  "truth  is 
stranger  than  fiction,"  is  verified  in  his 
career.  He  has  visited  many  ports  of  the 
civilized  globe,  has  lived  the  wild  life  of  a 
miner  in  the  west  and  has  followed  the  quiet 
pursuits  of  the  farm  in  the  Missouri  valley. 

It  was  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  that  his 
birth  occurred,  for  he  is  a  native  of  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  born  February  28,  1827. 
The  family  is  of  French  lineage.  His  grand- 
father and  his  father  were  both  soldiers  in 
the  war  of  181 2  and  were  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Sackett's  Harbor.  The  latter  bore 
the  name  of  Francis  Dashner  and  mslrried 
Maggie  July.  In  their  family  were  three 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  sec- 
on,d'  in  order  of  birth.  He  started  out  in 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nine  years 
and  has  since  made  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Leaving  his  parental  home,  he  went 
to  Carthage,  New  York,  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  a  man  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  cheese-boxes.  A  year  and  a  half  later  his 
mother  and  sister  induced  him  to  return 
home,  but  he  remained  only  for  si  short  time, 
going  thence  to  Pamelia  Corners,  in  Jef- 
ferson county.  New  York,  where  he  spent 
six  weeks.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  journeyed  .to  Watertown,  New  York,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  place  worked  for  two 
years  on  a  dairy  farm.     He  was  employed 
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in  that  locality  (hirinfj^  the  <j^reater  part  i^i  the 
time  until  he  had  attai.^eii  the  a<je  of  nine- 
teen vears,  when  he  became  a  representative 
of  marine  life,  sailing;-  on  the  different  Amer 
ican  lakes  and  seas  for  six  years.  l')uring 
that  period  he  was  twice  shipwrecked,  once 
on  a  South  Manit(3u  island,  when  the  vessel, 
the  J.  ^^  Scammon.  was  lost:  and  a^'ain  on 
the  Big'  Sodus  Reef,  in  T.ake  Ontario,  the 
date  of  the  latter  being  December  10,  1854. 
During  his  six  \-ears  of  seafaring  h'fc  he  war, 
on  all  the  principal  lakes  in  Xortli  America, 
and  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  (Jueenslown. 
and  also  visited  man\-  oilier  foreign  ports. 
At  length  Mr.  Dashner  abandoned  the 
water,  taking  up  his  abode  in  (Jgdensburg, 
Xew  York,  where  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  He  next  moxed  io 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  where  he  began  farm- 
ing, but  after  twcj  years  passed  in  the  Prairie 
state  he  removed  to  Idaho,  where  he  fol- 
lowed ranching  and  mining  for  about  three 
years.  He  was  ver\-  successful  in  his  un- 
dertakings, making  much  money  there,  but 
while  returning  to  the  cast  he  was  robbed, 
in  Denver,  of  a  large  sum  and  was  severeh 
wonnded  in  his  struggles  with  the  ])andits. 
The  next  spring.  1855.  he  came  to  Millh 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
either  in  Lyons  or  in  Platteville  township. 
On  the  ir>th  of  October  of  that  year  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  !Miss  Lucy  Gonsollay, 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza  (  Brow- 
er )  Gonsollay,  natives  of  Illinois.  Twelve 
chililren  were  born  unto  them,  as  follows: 
Cora  May,  who  died  June  27,  i8(;4,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years;  Maggie  Zelpha, 
who  died  on  the  4th  of  May.  i8(/),  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years:  Clara  iM'ances, 
now  the  wife  of  Frank  Johnson,  a  resident 
<»f  St.  Edwards.  Nebraska:  Francis  Eucfcne 


who  is  Ii\ing  u]jon  the  home  farm:  Lillic 
Luella.  who  died  January  22,,  1898.  at  the 
age  of  twenty-fne  years :  Stella  Elounant, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1896.  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years:  Sabra 
Victoria,  who  died  September  25.  1899.  at 
the  age  of  twenty;  Emily  Lenora,  whose 
death  occurred  September  25,  1899;  Clifford 
Clifton,  who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  on  the  30th  of  October,  1896; 
Clay  Henry,  who  is  living  at  home  and  as- 
sists in  the  operation  of  his  father's  farm; 
Clara  Pearl,  who  died  in  1899:  and  Earl  De- 
\ille,  at  home.  The  mother  of  this  family 
passed  away  on  the  i6th  of  August,  1894, 
when  fortv-seven  vears  of  age.  and  the  father 
was  afterward  again  married,  on  the  13th  of 
January.  1897,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Angeline  Pfifer,  a  daughter  of  Elija 
and*  Frances  (Xix)  Dalton.  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. Her  father  died  in  St.  Joseph,  Mis- 
souri, in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
For  many  years  he  conducted  a  hotel  in 
Lenox,  Missouri,  and  in  1S51  he  came  to 
Mills  county.  Iowa,  locating  in  Oak  town- 
ship. His  wife  sur\i\ed  him  for  al)out  ten 
years,  passing  awav  at  her  home  in  Oak 
township,  in  1895,  when  seventy-nine  years 
of  age. 

Since  coming  to  Iowa  Mr.  Dashner  has 
constantly  and  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  the  entire  coun- 
ty. He  to-day  owns  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  and  is  engaged  in  rais- 
ing stock  and  fruit,  having  over  eleven  luni- 
dred  fruit  trees.  His  methods  of  cultivating 
his  farm  are  progressive  and  i)ractical  and 
bring  to  him  an  excellent  income.  Mr. 
Dashner  has  had  an  e\entfid  life,  yet.  alti.)- 
gether  his  career  has  been  a  successful  one. 
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although  he  has  met  with  many  financial 
losses.  He  was  twice  robbed  and  has  had 
many  misfortunes,  the  greatest  of  which  has 
been  the  loss  of  his  children.  He  is  a  man 
of  kind  impulses,  large-hearted  and  generous, 
and  he  possesses  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 


H.  E.  HAWLEY. 

Among  the  leading  and  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Sidney,  Iowa,  is  Mr.  Hawley,  who  is 
now  so  capably  and  satisfactorily  serving  ag 
the  treasurer  of  Fremont  county.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  public  affairs,  and  is  a  recognized 
leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Hawley  was  born  in  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, New  York,  on  the  6th  of  /August,  1849, 
and  in  1864  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents,  E.  R.  and  Amelia  Hawley,  who 
were  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York, 
respectively.  His  early  life  was  passed 
upon  a  farm,  and  his  education  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  of  Tabor,  and  in  a  busi- 
ness college  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  For  some 
time  he  was  engaged  in  the  general  merchan- 
dise business  at  Percival,  this  county,  and 
was  residing  there  when  he  first  became 
identified  with  public  affairs.  His  first  offi-« 
cial  position  was  that  of  township  clerk,  tci 
which  he  was  elected  about  1881.  Later  he 
became  prominently  connected  with  county 
affairs,  and  was  elected  auditor  in  1885  and 
treasurer  in  1898.  The  latter  office  he  is 
still  filling  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  officials  of  the 
county.  His  political  support  has  always 
been  given  the  Republican  party  since  he  cast 
his  first  vote  for  U.  S.  Grant  in  1872. 


Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  relig- 
iously is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hawley  took 
place  October  20,  1875,  with  Flora  Wad- 
hams.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
seven  children— Gertrude,  Grace,  Floyd, 
Edith,  Ethel,  Winnefred  and  Herman.  Floy 
is  the  deputy  county  treasurer. 


JAMES  M.  STRAHAN. 

The  history  of  mankind  is  replete  with 
illustrations  of  the  fact  that  it  is  only  under 
pressure  of  adversity  and  the  stimulus  of 
opposition  that  the  best  and  strongest  in 
men  are  brought  out  and  developed.  Per- 
haps the  history  of  no  people  so  forcibly 
impresses  one  with  this  truth  as  the  annals 
of  our  own  republic.  If  anything  can  in- 
spire the  youth  of  our  country  to  persistent, 
honest  and  laudable  endeavor  it  should  be 
the  life  record  of  such  men  as  he  of  whom 
we  write.  The  example  of  the  illustrious 
few  of  our  countrymen  who  have  risen  from 
obscurity  to  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  nation  often  serves  to  awe  our  young 
men  rather  than  inspire  them  to  emulation, 
because  they  reason  that  only  a  few  can 
'ever  attain  such  eminence;  but  the  history 
of  such  men  as  Mr.  Strahan  proves  conclu- 
sively that  with  a  reasonable  amount  of 
mental  and  physical  power  success  is  bound 
eventually  to  crown  the  endeavor  of  those 
who  have  the  ambition  to  put  forth  their 
best  efforts  and  the  will  and  manliness  to 
persevere  therein.  Certainly  he  deserves 
mention  among  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Mills  county,  having  had  a  marked  in- 
fluence upon  the  business  life  and  the  sub- 
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stantial  devclopincnt  of  this  portion  of  the 
state.  ]Iis  wide  ac(iuaiiitancc  will  render 
his  history  one  of  special  interest  to  many 
of  our  readers,  and  therefore  we  gladly  give 
it  a  place  in  this  vcjlume. 

Mr.  Strahan  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Putnam  county 
on  the  17th  of  November,  18J9.  His  fa- 
ther, James  Strahan,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  (\  17X1.  and  emigrated  to 
the  Hoosier  state  during  the  pioneer  epoch 
of  its  development.  Ho  became  identified 
with  the  farming  interests  of  Putnam  coun- 
ty, where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  his  ilemise.  In  June,  1813,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Ramsey,  also  a  native  of  Penn.sylvania, 
born  December  16,  1793.  They  became  the* 
parents  of  seveit  children.  The  father  died 
in  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  in  September, 
1835,  and  the  mother,  long  surviving  him, 
l)assed  away  in  Davis  county,  Iowa,  Octo- 
ber 7,  1857. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  review  spent  the 
first  six  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state, 
and  then  accompanied  his  parents  on  their- 
removal  to  Illinois,  being  identified  with 
the  farming  interests  of  that  commonwealth 
until  1850,  when  he  went  to  California,  re- 
maining for  three  years  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
He  then  returned  to  Illinois,  but  in  1854 
made  a  .second  trip  to  California,  taking 
with  him  a  drove  of  cattle  across  the  plains. 
For  a  year  he  again  remained  in  the  land 
of  gold  and  then  retraced  his  steps  to  the 
Mississip[)i  valley,  but  this  time  he  located 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Father  of  Waters, 
becoming  a  resident  of  Marion  county, 
Iowa,  residing  there  until  1864,  when  he 
sold  his  land  and  removed  to  Lucas  county, 
Iowa.     In   1866  he  removed  to  Henderson 
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county,  Illinois,  and  in  1869  he  returned  to 
Marion  county.  Iowa.  There  he  resided 
initil  1870,  which  year  witnessed  his  arri- 
val in  Mills  county,  where  for  almost  a  third 
of  a  century  he  has  made  his  home.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  a  very  prominent  fac- 
tor in  the  business  interests  which  have  con- 
tributed not  alone  to  his  individual  pros-, 
perity,  but  have  also  promoted  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community.  Entering  into 
partnership  with  John  Evans,  they  engaged 
in  farming  and  feeding  cattle  for  the  mar- 
ket, carrving  on  the  latter  branch  of  their 
business  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  selling 
from  two  hundred  to  a  thousand  head  of 
cattle  annually. 

In  1873,  in  company  with  others,  ]\Ir. 
Strahan  laid  out  that  part  of  ^lalvern 
known  as  Strahan's  addition  into  lots  for 
building  purposes.  The  town  of  Strahan, 
in  Deer  Creek  township,  has  been  named 
in  his  honor.  His  first  home  in  Mills  coun- 
ty was  an  old  frame  residence,  but  in  1881 
he  replaced  it  with  one  of  the  finest  houses 
in  the  county.  He  first  purchased  eleven 
hundred  acres  of  land,  but  is  now  the  owner 
of  fifteen  hundred  acres  in  Mills  county 
and  two  thousand  acres  in  Wayne  county. 
His  operations  in  land  have  been  very  ex- 
tensive and  they  bring  to  him  a  splendid 
income.  Xot  only  have  his  stock-raising 
interests  assumed  large  proportions,  but  he 
has  also  dealt  largely  in  grain,  making- 
enormous  profits. 

A  man  of  resourceful  business  ability, 
his  efforts  have  by  no  means  been  confined 
to  one  line,  but  have  been  extended  to  many 
fields  of  endeavor  and  have  always  been 
attended  by  success,  for  he  is  a  man  of 
sound  business  judgment,  rarely  if  ever  at 
fault    in    an    opinion    on    business    matters. 
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His  name  figures  conspicuously  on  the  pages 
of  the  pioneer  history  of  Alills  county.  Hg 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  Na-- 
tional  Bank,  became  its  first  president  and 
has  since  occupied  that  position.  His  splen- 
did executive  ability,  keen  sagacity  and 
strong  purpose  enabling  him  to  place  the  in- 
stitution upon  a  sound  financial  basis  that 
has  made  it  one  of  the  leading  moneyed 
institutions  of  the  county.  Its  first  cashier 
was  L.  Bentley,  and  the  present  cashier  is 
J.  J.  \\'ilson,  who  has  occupied  the  position 
for  about  ten  years.  ]\Ir.  Strahan  is  also 
the  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
A\'ayne  county.  He  also  has  a  private  bank 
at  j\Ialvern,  which  is  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  Strahan  &  Christy.  The  fam- 
ily is  a  prominent  one  in  connection  with 
financial  interests.  His  son,  Frank  E.  Stra- 
han, is  the  vice-president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  at  Wayne,  Nebraska,  while 
Otis,  another  son,  is  assistant  cashier  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Malvern.  Few 
men  have  a  more  comprehensive,  accurate 
and  reliable  knowledge  of  the  banking  busi- 
ness than  has  Mr.  Strahan,  who  is  widely 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  financiers 
of  this  portion  of  the  west.  He  is  a  man 
of  keen  discernment  and  excellent  execu- 
tive ability.  He  carries  forward  to  success- 
ful completion  whatever  he  undertakes  and 
his  perseverance  and  determined  purpose 
have  been  important  factors  in  his  splendid 
success. 

]\Ir.  Strahan  has  been  twice  married. 
On  the  3d  of  January,  1856,  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Frances  C.  Davis,  of 
Henderson  county,  Illinois.  Her  father, 
Abner  Davis,  served  in  the  war  of  18-12, 
and  the  farm  upon  which  he  made  his  home 


was  granted  him  in  recognition  of  the  aid 
which  he  rendered  his  country  at  that  time. 
Five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
were  born  of  this  marriage,  namely :  Otis 
A.,  who  married  Ida  ^Morris  and  has  two 
children;  Lucy,  who  is  the  wife  of  D.  A. 
Jones  and  has  five  children;  Luella,  who  is 
the  wife  of  June  Conger,  and  they  have 
five  children;  Francis  E.,  who  married  Lu- 
ella Larison,  and  they  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  now  living;  and 
Rosetta,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Larison. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  August 
30,  1885,  and  in  1889  Mr.  Strahan  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mary  W.  (Wheeler)  Guilford,  a  daughter 
of  A\'illiam  and  Phebe  Diana  (Makyes) 
Wheeler.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
William  R.  and  Hila  (Curtiss)  \Mieeler, 
Connecticut  people.  The  latter  died  in 
Michigan.  The  grandfather  was  born 
October  16,  1782,  and  died  in  Connecti- 
cut in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
The  \Vheelers  were  from  Denmark,  and  a 
very  prominent  family  there.  Mrs.  Stra- 
han was  one  of  a  family  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  reached  mature  years, 
while  the  mother,  who  was  born  in  Onon- 
daga county.  New  York,  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-one  years.  By  her 
former  marriage  Airs.  Strahan  had  four 
children,  of  whom  two  are  living :  Jessie, 
now  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Ring;  and  Lizzie, 
the  wife  of  J.  E.  Cleaver,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children.  They  also  lost  two  daugh- 
ters:  Ella,  who  became  the  wife  of  F.  B. 
Rumsey,  of  Kansas,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  years,  leaving  a  daughter. 
Charta  became  the  wife  of  M.  P.  Steele, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years. 
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lea\ing-  one  son,  while  one  ehild  died  at  the 
same  time,  occasioned  by  a  gasoline  exi)lo- 
sion.  March  6,  1899. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strahan  are  prominent 
and  inrtuential  meml)ers  of  the  Ba[)tist 
chnrch,  in  which  he  has  held  membership 
since  1871.  He  has  served  as  trnstee  and 
steward  and  has  contriljuted  liberally  to  its 
work,  doing"  all  in  his  power  for  its  ad- 
vancement. The  cause  of  temperance  finds 
in  him  a  warm  friend,  and  he  miw  affiliates 
^\ith  the  Prohibitit)n  jjarty.  having  cast  his 
first  ^"ote  in  support  of  its  candidates  when 
he  deposited  his  ballot  for  Go\'ernor  St. 
John,  of  Kansas.  Prior  to  that  he  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  afilliations.  Mr. 
Strahan  is  a  most  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  his  wife  is  also  noted 
for  her  generosity.  They  contribute  very 
liberally  to  all  worthy  enterprises  calculated 
to  prove  of  public  benefit,  giving  their  active 
co-operation  to  every  measure  intended  for 
the  public  good.  They  are  pet^ple  of  the 
highest  worth  of  character  and  their  lives 
are  in  harmony  with  honorable  principles. 
Regarded  as  a  citizen,  J\Ir.  Strahan  belongs 
to  that  public-spirited,  useful  and  helpful 
type  of  men  whose  ambitions  and  desires 
are  centered  and  directed  in  those  channels 
through  which  fiow  the  greatest  and  most 
permanent  good  to  the  greatest  number,  and 
it  is  therefore  consistent  with  the  purpose 
anil  plan  of  this  work  that  his  record  be 
^iven  among  those  of  the  representative 
men  of  the  state. 


HON.  LEWIS  T.  GENUXG. 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  the  legal 
fraternity,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  members 
of  the  bar  have  been  more  prominent  actors 


in  ijublic  affairs  than  any  other  class  of  the 
community.  This  is  but  the  natural  result 
of  the  causes  which  are  manifest  and  re- 
(juire  no  explanatitjii.  The  ability  and  train- 
ing which  (jualify  one  to  practice  law  also 
qualify  him  in  many  respects  for  duties 
which  lie  (jutside  the  strict  path  of  his  pro- 
fession and  which  touch  the  general  inter- 
ests of  society.  Holding  marked  precedence 
among  the  members  of  the  bar  of  Mills 
county,  stands  Hon.  Lewis  T.  Genung,  who 
is  a  recognized  leader  of  the  Democratic 
parly  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  as  a 
man  prominent  in  public  affairs,  actively  co- 
operating in  many  movements  which  have  se-» 
cured  substantial  advancement  for  the 
county. 

Mr.  Genung  was  lx)rn  September  21, 
1841.  in  i'ort  Byron,  Illinois.  His  father, 
John  W  .  Genung,  was  born  in  France  and 
came  to  the  United  States  early  in  life. 
He  died  at  his  Illinois  home  when  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  was  but  three  years  of  age. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Henderson,  and  was  a  native  of  Xewtown, 
Maryland.  She,  too,  died  in  Port  Byron, 
and  is  survived  bv  four  of  her  five  children. 

Lewis  T.  Genung  was  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  in  his  native  village,  and  from 
early  boyhood  has  been  forced  to  depend 
ui)on  his  own  resources  and  labors  for  a 
livelihood.  He  was  permitted  to  attend 
school  for  only  a  few  weeks,  but  he 
has  developed  his  latent  talents  and  im- 
proved his  opportunities  until  to-day  he  is 
classed  among  the  men  of  strong  mind  and 
scholarly  attainments.  Reading,  experience 
and  observation  have  added  continually  to 
his  knowledge.  He  was  first  employed  by 
the  dav  and  month.  He  remained  at  home 
at   intervals   until   about  eighteen   years   of 
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age,  but  provided  for  his  own  support  by 
working  in  the  neighborhood.  He  then  left 
home  to  accept  a  position  as  a  farm  hand, 
being  employed  in  that  capacity  by  the 
month.  He  applied  liimself  diligently  to  the 
work  entrusted  to  him  and  thus  had  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  his  employers. 

He  watched  with  interest  the  progress 
of  events  at  the  south  prior  to  the  Civil  war, 
and  believing  in  tlie  injustice  of  slavery  and 
unconstitutionality  of  secession,  he  resolved 
that  if  the  south  attempted  to  overthrow 
the  Union  he  would  strike  a  blow  in  its  de- 
fense.  In  the  first  year  of  the  war  he  en- 
listed under  Captain  Beardsley,  later  Major 
Beardsley,  as  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth 
Illinois  Infantry.  The  company  did  not 
leave  the  state  for  several  months,  and  as 
a  part  of  the  regiment  was  cut  off  Mr.  Gen- 
ung  was  transferred  to  Company  H,  of  the 
Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Captain 
J.  T.  \\'hitson.  He  thus  served  from  Au- 
gust, 1 86 1,  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  for 
in  February,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  vet- 
eran corps.  At  the  battle  of  Franklin  he 
was  wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust,  was  cap- 
tured and  placed  in  Cahaba  prison,  in  Ala- 
bama, where  he  was  incarcerated  until  the 
war  was  ended,  when  he  received  an  hon- 
oral)le  discharge  there  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1865.  Previous  to  the  time  he  was  wound* 
ed  l)y  the  l)ayonet  he  had  sustained  a  wound 
while  guarding  one  of  General  Rosecrans' 
wagon  trains  on  the  Secorn  river,  October 
16,  1863.  He  was  an  aggressive  soldier, 
whose  patriotic  loyalty  was  al)ove  question 
and  he  was  ever  found  at  his  post  of  duty, 
whether  on  the  picket  line  or  on  the  firing- 
line.  When  engaged  in  1)attle  lie  was  al- 
ways in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  l^eing  brave 
and   fearless.     At  Chickamauga  all   of   the 


members  of  his  company  were  killed  save 
six,  he  being  among  the  few  who  escaped. 
He  reported  each  day  for  duty  except  when 
his  wounds  forced  him  to  remain  in  the  hos- 
pital. He  participated  in  many  of  the  im- 
portant engagements  in  the  war,  including 
the  battles  of  Missionary  Ridge  and  Lookout 
Mountain,  the  first  battle  of  Corinth,  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga,  and  all  the  battles 
from  Chattanooga  to  Jonesboro  under  Sher- 
man, and  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Ten- 
nessee. While  held  as  a  captive  he  was  made 
the  sheriff  of  the  prison.  He  has  a  most 
enviable  war  record,  and  his  most  bitter 
political  enemies  never  hesitate  to  give  him 
credit  for  his  honorable  history  as  a  soldier. 
He  knew  not  what  it  was  to  fear  or  falter 
when  his  country  called,  and  his  fellow  men,- 
who  know  of  his  military  service,  esteem 
and  respect  him  for  wdiat  he  did  for  his  coun- 
try, although  they  may  be  opposed  to  him 
in  political  belief.  In  Neola,  on  the  4th 
of  Jul)',  1899,  he  delivered  a  splendid  ora- 
tion on  the  war,  vividly  portraying  to  his 
hearers  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the  time 
and  showing  that  the  Civil  war  was  the 
greatest  that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  world. 
W'hen  the  stars  and  stripes  floated  over 
the  defunct  capital  of  the  southern  Confed- 
eracy, and  the  men  of  both  the  north  and 
south  returned  to  their  homes  to  take  up 
the  pursuits  of  civil  life,  Mr.  Genung  made 
his  way  to  Illinois,  and  there,  soon  after- 
ward, was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara 
E.  Prouden,  a  native  of  Illinois  and  a  rela-- 
tive  of  President  \\^illiam  McKinlev.  She 
died  in  Dakota  only  a  few  months  later. 
About  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Genung 
became  interested  in  land  speculation  and 
railroad  work  in  connection  with  the  Union 
Pacific    railroad.      Traveling  through    Ne- 
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liraska.  lie  recognized  the  splendid  opportu- 
nities offered  for  making-  money.  .\  clear 
hrain.  shrewd  business  tact  and  an  honora- 
ble business  insight  enabled  him  to  place  his 
cajiital  in  judicious  investments  wliich 
brought  to  him  a  good  financial  return.  He 
traveled  not  only  to  the  end  of  the  railroad, 
but  c\en  beyond  the  line  into  Colorado,  and 
obtained  a  contract  fitr  supi)lying  ties.  Tie 
Avas  associated  with  a  partner  on  an  equal 
basis  to  furnish  ties  for  the  construction 
of  the  original  Colorado  Central  Railroad. 
In  1869  he  left  that  state  and  came  to  Towa, 
arriving  in  ]\ Tills  county  on  the  23d  of  June, 
1870.  Here  be  located  near  White  Cloud, 
and  subsequently  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Hastings. 

Although  he  carried  on  business  along 
"various  lines,  it  was  his  desire  to  engage 
in  the  practice  of  law.  Pie  was  never  a 
student  in  a  public  or  ])rivate  law  school, 
l)ut  mastered  the  principles  of  jurisprudence 
unaided.  He  would  often  ride  horseback 
to  the  county  seat  to  borrow  law  books, 
which  he  read  and  mentally  digested,  thus 
gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  profession.  His  army 
M'ounds  forbade  liim  to  engage  in  hard 
work,  and  it  was  therefore  fortunate  that 
be  desired  to  take  up  the  legal  practice.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  year  1875, 
and  fnr  twenty- four  vears  he  was  a  leading, 
prominent  and  successful  lawyer  of  Hast- 
ings. His  counsel  was  sought  by  young  and 
old.  rich  and  poor,  and  his  standing  as  an 
adxiser  was  very  liigh.  He  carefully 
weighed  all  the  pc^ints  presented  to  him, 
and  his  opinions  were  sound  and  unbiased.  | 
Never  has  he  undertaken  the  conduct  of  a  ' 
case  simply  to  secure  the  fee,  but  because 
he  had  faith  in  the  justice  of  the  suit.  About 


the  1st  of  July,  1900.  he  removed  to  the 
county  seat,  Glenwood.  and  is  there  con- 
trolling' an  extensive  and  important  client- 
age. His  success  in  the  profession  affords 
the  best  evidence  of  his  capabilities  in  this 
line.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  before  the 
jury  and  concise  in  his  appeals  to  the  c<uirt. 
His  pleas  have  been  characterized  by  a 
terse  and  decisive  logic  and  a  lucid  presenta- 
tion rather  than  by  llights  of  oratory,  and 
his  pow-er  is  the  greater  before  court  or  jury 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  recognized  that  his 
aim  is  ever  to  secure  justice  and  not  to  en- 
shroud the  cause  in  a  sentimental  garb  or 
illusion  which  will  thwart  the  principles  of 
right  and  equity  invol-ved. 

While  in  Hastings  Mr.  Genung  became 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  the  Democratic 
ranks.  His  fitness  for  leadership  has  been 
demonstrated  on  many  occasions,  and  it  was 
this  which  led  to  his  election  to  the  position 
of  mayor  of  the  city  on  the  independent 
ticket.  In  this  county,  which  is  usually 
strongly  Republican,  he  was  twice  elected 
county  attorney,  and  served  for  four  years. 
He  was  also  the  attorney  for  the  bi^rd  of 
supervisors.  He  has  never  been  a  dictator, 
but  his  capable  management  of  campaign 
work  and  his  practical  methods  commend 
him  to  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  secure 
party  success.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  stood  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  men  in  Demo- 
cratic circles  of  Mills  county,  lie  has  been 
a  delegate  at  large  to  various  conventions, 
and  was  an  alternate  to  the  national  Demo- 
cratic convention  held  at  Kansas  City  in 
1900,  when  Bryan  and  Ste[)henson  were 
nominated. 

Mr.  Genung  was  the  second  time  mar- 
ricd.  in  1872,  Miss  Julia  Anderson  becoming 
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his  wife.     Seven  children   have  been  born 
unto  them :    CHnton,  the  eldest,  is  a  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Mills  county.    He  served 
for  four  years  as  postmaster  at  Hastings, 
under    President    Cleveland,   and    resigned; 
that  office  in  order  to  become  the  deputy 
county  treasurer  in   1897-8.     Bert  is  mar- 
ried and  manages  the  old  home  farm.    Clar- 
ence also  aids  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm.     Clyde  is  a  student  in  a  law  school. 
Norman,  Ethel  and  Georgia  are  all  at  home. 
The  children    are    well    known     for    their 
strong  mentality,  which  has  been  developed 
through   good    educational    privileges ;    and 
in  social  circles,  where  intelligence,  culture 
and  character  are  received  as  pass^Dorts  into 
good  society,  they  hold  an  enviable  position. 
The  family  belong  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  and  Mr.  Genung  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  at 
Hastings.     Well  does  he  deserve  his  place 
as  a  leading  resident  of  Mills  county.     He 
holds  distincti\'e  precedence  as  an  eminent 
lawyer,   as   a  valiant  and  patriotic   soldier, 
and  as  a  man  of  affairs  who  has  wielded  a 
wide  influence.     A  strong  mentality,  an  in- 
vincible courage,   a   most   determined   indi- 
viduality have  so  entered  into  his  make-up 
as  to  render  him  a  natural  leader  of  men 
and  a  director  of  opinion. 


REV.  JONATHAN  S.  ZUCK. 

Rev.  Jonathan  S.  Zuck,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  Pleasant  View  Farm  and  Fruit 
Land  in  Madison  township.  Fremont  county, 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  south- 
western Iowa  and  northwestern  Missouri. 
He  was  born  in  Carrtjll  county,  Missouri, 
January  19,  1852,  and  is  of  German  lineage, 


his  paternal  grandfather,  Christian  Zuck, 
having  been  a  native  of  Germany.  Having 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  183 1  he  removed  with  his  wife  and 
children  to  Washtenaw^  county,  Michigan, 
then  a  wild  and  unsettled  region. 

Washington  Lafayette  Zuck,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1826,  but  was  reared  in 
]\Iichigan,  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier 
life,  for  he  was  but  five  years  of  age  when 
the  family  went  to  that  state.  His  youth 
was  passed  on  the  home  farm  there  until 
1846,  when  he  went  to  Carroll  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  in  185 1  he  became  a  resident  of 
Atchison  county,  that  state,  being  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Buchanan  township.  He 
was  actively  identified  with  the  work  of  de- 
velopment and  progress  and  was  classed 
among  those  whose  efforts  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  present  prosperity  and  ad\'ance-» 
ment  of  the  county.  Upon  the  farm  ^^  hich 
he  developed  and  made  his  home  he  remained 
until  within  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death. 
His  last  days,  however,  were  spent  in  Ham- 
burg, where  he  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  oB 
seventy-five  years.  He  was  first  married 
in  1848  to  Aliss  Abigail  Wolsey,  a  daughter 
of  Zephaniah  Wolsey,  of  Tennessee.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1874.  By  that  marriage 
there  were  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely :  Albert ;  Jonathan 
S.,  of  this  review;  James,  Fannie,  Susan, 
Abigail,  Lewis,  Charles,  Oliver  and  James. 
George  A\'.  and  an  infant  unnamed  are  de- 
ceased. After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
the  father  w-as  again  married,  in  1876,  his 
second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Eleanor  Jane 
Brown,  by  whom  he  had  seve'n  children : 
Mary,  Eri,  Arthur,  Lincoln,  Delia,  Neville 
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ami  luimia.  Washington  Lafayette  Zuck 
was  a  i)niniincnl  and  ])rog-ressive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  and  ac(|uired  an  estate  of 
seventeen  hnndred  acres  of  farm  land,  to- 
g-ether with  other  property.  He  and  his 
wife  hcM  membership  in  the  ]\Iethodist 
Episcoi)al  church  and  his  life  was  at  all 
times  honoral)le  an<l  upright,  manifesting 
(piaKties  worthy  of  emulation. 

Rev.  Jonathan  S.  Zuck  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  .\tchison  county, 
and  practical  experience  soon  made  him  fa- 
miliar with  tlie  work  of  field  and  meadow. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  and  has  evei/ 
been  a  student.  Possessing  an  oljserving 
eye  and  a  retentixe  memory,  he  has  added 
greatly  to  his  knowledge,  which  has  also 
been  supi)lemented  by  extensive  reading  and 
study.  Much  lime  has  been  given  to  the 
study  of  the  Bible  and  few  men  ha\e  a  more 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  good  lx)ok.  He 
was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  to 
]\Iiss  Ada  Egbert,  a  representative  of  a  good 
family,  and  to  him  she  lias  ])een  a  faithful 
wife.  She  was  born  in  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  and  was  there  reared  and  educat- 
ed. Her  father,  William  Egbert,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  but  was  married  in  Mis- 
soufi  to  Elizabeth  Lemon,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Sumner  county,  Tennessee,  whence 
her  i)eople  removed  to  Adams  county,  Illi-« 
nois.  In  1854  William  Egbert  removed 
with  his  wife  and  children  to  Atchison  coun- 
ty, where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  dy-j 
ing  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Farming  was  his  life  occupation  and  through 
that  channel  he  ])rovided  for  his  family.  In 
political  atihliations  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
His  widow  is  now  living  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Zuck,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 


She  has  three  children  yet  living,  namely; 
Christopher,  Samuel  and  Ada,  while  one 
Sun,  William,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zuck 
resided  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seven 
acres  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  but  in 
1891  sold  that  property  and  purchased  the 
Pleasant  \'iew  Farm. — one  of  the  best  in 
Madison  township.  bVemont  county.  It  had 
been  well  improved  by  John  ihirkheimer 
and  is  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  ninety 
acres,  whereon  is  an  attractive  residence 
surrounded  b\'  i)ines,  evergreen  and  forest 
trees  and  Howering  shrubs.  Through  the 
vista  of  the  trees  the  house  is  seen,  fcjrming 
an  attractive  feature  of  the  landscape.  It 
stands  on  aii  eminence  which  commands  a 
splendid  \iew  of  the  surrounding  country 
for  miles.  An  orchard  contains  twenty  va- 
rieties of  the  best  winter  fruits,  and  all  kinds 
of  small  fruits  are  also  raised.  P>arns  and 
sheds  alYonl  ample  shelter  ft^r  grain  and 
stock ;  feed  lots,  pastures,  meadows  ixnd 
richly  cultivated  fields  are  features  of  this 
farm,  which  in  its  neat  and  thrifty  appear- 
ance indicates  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner. 

.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zuck  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children,  namely: 
William  Ernest,  who  married 'Xellie  Brown 
and  resides  near  his  father's  home;  Harry 
L..  a  student  in  Indianola  College,  of  Iowa; 
Lyman  L..  Mabel  E.,  Luke  Talmage.  Xel- 
lie and  Bessie  A.,  who  are  still  under  the  pa- 
rental roof. 

In  politics  Mr.  Zuck  was  formerly  a  Re- 
publican, but  now  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist, 
giving  his  earnest  support  to  the  principles 
of  that  party.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  Since  1872  he  has 
been  a  local  minister  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  church  and  is  most  zealous  in  the 
work  of  the  church  and  Sunday-school.  He 
does  everything  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  cause  of  religion,  temperance  and  good 
murals,  teaching  both  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple. His  home  is  celebrated  for  its  hospi- 
tality and  he  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
])roa(l  humanitarian  spirit,  faithful  in  friend- 
shiij  and  loval  to  every  dutv  in  all  the  rela- 
tions  of  life. 


FRAXXIS  ]\I.  POWELL.  ^L  D. 

The  exemplification  of  the  text,  "Lias- 
much  as  ve  ha^'e  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these,  my  brethren,  .ye  have  done 
it  unto  me,'"  is  certainly  found  in  the  life 
record  of  Dr.  F.  ]\L  Powell,  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  State  Listitution  for  Feeble 
]\Iinded,  at  Glenwood.  The  misanthrope 
to-day  has  no  place  in  the  world.  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  race  has  man 
had  such  a  just  appreciation  of  the  ethical 
relations, — of  his  duty  to  his  fellow  man, 
— and  his  value  in  the  world  is  reckoned 
not  by  what  he  has  accomplished,  but  by 
what  he  has  done  for  others.  The  far- 
reaching  influence  of  the  labors  of  Dr. 
Powell  is  incalculable,  but  hundreds  of 
homes  hold  him  in  grateful  remembrance 
for  what  he  has  done  for  their  unfortunate 
little  ones.  A  man  of  broad  humanitarian 
spirit  and  wide  sympathy,  he  devotes  his 
life  to  the  benefit  and  assistance  of  some  of 
the  world's  unfortunate  children,  and  has 
built  up  an  institution  at  Glenwood  which 
is  indeed  a  credit  to  the  state  and  its  people. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1848, 
a  son  of  William  Powell,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, whose  parents  were  James  and  Ellen 
Powell,     who     were     of     Welsh     descent. 


Throughout  his  life  William  Powell  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits,  but  also  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  intellectual  and  moral 
improvement  of  the  race,  following  school- 
teaching  through  a  considerable  period, 
while  for  fifteen  years  he  preached  the  "glad 
tidings  of  great  joy,"  as  a.  minister  of  the 
Christian  church.  Lie  died  in  Virginia,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-six  years.  His 
,wife,  Mrs.  Melissa  Powell,  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Wisconsin  when  about 
forty-eight  years  of  age.  She  became  the 
mother  'of  six  children,  the  Doctor  and  his 
sister,  Mrs.  kla  M.  Ward,  of  San  Francis- 
co, being  now  the  only  surviving  members 
of  the  family. 

The  Doctor  spent  the  first  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  his  life  under  the  parental  roof 
and  then  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  be- 
gan earning  his  own  livelihood.  He  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand,  in  a  store,  and 
afterward  in  a  printing  office,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  engaged  in  teaching  in  an 
old  log  school-house  in  Vernon  county,  Wis- 
consin, where  many  of  his  scholars  were 
older  than  he.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  con- 
tinued, as  opportunity  offered,  for  several 
years,  throughout  that  period*  being  asso- 
ciated with  a  young  medical  practitioner. 
He  also  taught  at  intervals  for  ten  vears. 
and  thus  provided  for  his  support  while 
continuing  his  professional  studies.  Enter- 
ing the  .Starling  College  of  Medicine,  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1875,  and  immediately  afterward 
entered  upon  the  practical  work  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Hastings,  Iowa,  to  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  energies. 

In  September,  1873,  Dr.  Powell  was 
united   in   marriage   with   Miss   Louise   M. 
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Xewton.  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  unto  ilieni 
ha\e  been  horn  live  children,  four  of  wiiom 
are  yet  living":  Ida  ^^..  now  the  wife  of 
L.  1'..  JJlack.  1)\-  wlidni  she  has  one  daugfh- 
ler;  X'elura  A  I.,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
medical  dcpartnieiU  of  the  Michigan  State 
•  University,  at  Ann  Arhor;  C).  \\'.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  hnnher  lousiness  in  the  state 
of  Washington;  and  I'red  ^\..,  now  a  [)rac- 
tical  engineer. 

After  his  graduation  Dr.  i'owcll  came 
to  Mills  cou.nty,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  His  marked  skill  in  the  line  of 
his  chosen  profession  soon  won  him  recog- 
nition in  a  constantly  increasing  patronage, 
and  in  i8Sj  his  ability  secured  for  him  the 
appointment  to  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  State  Institution  f()r  Feeble 
jNlinded  Children,  at  (Ilenwood.  a  position 
which  he  has  retained  since  that  time.  There 
iu^e  now  nearly  one  thousand  inmates  in  the 
institution.  The  almost  phenomenal  devel- 
opment of  the  school  is  due  almost  entirely 
to  Dr.  Powell  and  his  excellent  wife,  who 
has  indeed  been  a  helpmeet  to  him  in  his 
work.  Everything  about  the  place  is  char- 
acterized by  order,  neatness  and  cleanliness. 
Amusements  and  recreations  of  various 
kinds  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the 
children,  while  the  utmost  attention  is  given 
to  sanitary  and  healthful  regulations.  The 
institution  and  its  work  is  certainly  most 
praiseworthy,  its  value  incalculable  and  its 
inthience  far  reaching.  The  Doctor's  strong- 
ly sympathetic  nature,  kindly  and  genial 
manner,  combined  with  his  excellent  busi- 
ness ability  and  executive  force,  well  qualify 
him  for  the  position  in  which  he  has  been 
the  incumbent  for  almost  two  decades,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  state  have  everv  reason 
to  feel  grateful  t(^  him  for  what  he  has  ac- 


complished in  behalf  of  one  class  oi  us  un- 
fortunate citizens. 

In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  having  unswervingly 
supported  that  party  since  castMig  his  tirst 
presidential  vote  for  General  U.  S,  Grant, 
in  187 J.  His  wife  holds  membership  in 
the  Christian  church  in  Glenwood,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Glen- 
wood, and  of  Ivanhue  Commandery,  K.  T., 
of  Council  Bluffs.  lie  also  belongs  t<j  the 
State  Medical  Sfjciety  and  to  the  National 
Organization -of  Organized  Charities.  Ho 
is  also  active  and  pn^minent  in  horticultural 
circles,  was  president  of  the  State  Horti- 
cultural Society  for  two  consecutive  terms, 
an<l  his  knowledge  of  that  great  branch  of 
science  is  comprehensive,  accurate  and  prac- 
tical. Still  an  active  factor  in  the  world's 
great  work,  he  is  in  t(juch  with  the  great 
universal  movement  of  progress  and  help- 
fulness, which  is  one  of  the  signs  of  the 
times  and  indicates  the  onward  march  of 
truth  and  the  riHu. 


WTT.T.T AM   R.  WALL.  M.  D. 

Many  years  have  passed  since  Dr. 
William  R.  Wall  arrived  in  L)wa,  and  he 
is  justly  numbered  among  h)er  honored 
pioneers  and  representative  citizens.  He 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  her 
business  interests  as  a  member  of  the  med- 
ical profession.  His  is  an  honorable  record 
of  a  conscientious  man.  who  by  his  upright 
life  has  wc^w  the  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  has 
rounded  the  ])salmist's  span  of  three  score 
years  and  ten.  and.  though  the  passing  of 
years  has  whitened  his  hair,  he  has  the 
vigor  of  a  much  younger  man,  and  in  spirit 
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and  enterprise  seems  yet  in  his  prime.  Old 
age  is  not  necessarily  a  synonym  of  weak- 
ness or  inactivity,  and  it  need  not  suggest, 
as  a  matter  of  con.rse,  want  of  occupation,  of 
helplesness.  There  is  an  old  age  that  is  a 
benediction  to  all  that  comes  in  contact 
with  it,  that  gives  out  richness  from  its 
stores  of  learning  and  experience  and  grows 
stronger  intellectually  and  morally  as  the 
years  pass.  Such  is  the  life  of  Dr.  Wall, 
an  encouragement  to  his  associates  and  an 
example  worthy  of  emulation  to  the  young. 
Dr.  ^^'all  was  born  Febrtiar\-  28,  1826, 
in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Jane  (Wolfe)  Wall,  the  lat- 
ter a  niece  of  General  AA'olfe.  who  fell  at 
Quebec  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  Her 
father  was  a  second  cousin  of  George 
Washington  and  was  a  man  of  brave  mili- 
tary spirit,  who,  when  the  country  became 
invol\-ed  in  war  with  England,  aided  the 
colonists  in  their  struggle  for  independ- 
ence. He  joined  the  American  army^  and 
the  sword  wh:ch  he  carried  throughout  the 
period  of  hostilities  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Dr.  W^all,  of  this  review,  and  was 
carried  by  him  in  the  Civil  war.  The  fam- 
ily has  always  been  noted  for  its  military 
spirit.  Through  every  war  in  which  the 
country  has  been  engaged  it  has  furnished 
many  representatives,  who  by  their  valor 
and  loyalty  have  upheld  the  flag  of  the 
nation,  battling  earnestly  for  its  principles 
and  its  rights.  The  grandfather  was  one 
of  two  brothers  who  settled  in  New  York 
at  a  very  early  day.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  the  Doctor  emigrated  from  Lon- 
don to  South  Carolina  and  then  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  there  extensivelv  eneaeed 
in  mining,  in  which  pursuit  he  attained 
wealth,   becoming  one   of   the   leading   and 


substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted  state. 
William  Wall,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
resided  for  many  years  in  Tennessee,  his 
death  occurring  in  Knoxville  when  he  was 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  His  widoAV  passed 
away  in  Palestine,  Indiana,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four. 

Dr.  \\'all,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch.  \\as  reared  in  the  Hoosier  state, 
■  and  pursued  his  education  in  Indianapolis, 
where  he  was  a  classmate  of  General  Lew 
W^allace  and  a  son  of  Governor  Xoble. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years 
when  he  first  became  connected  with  mili- 
tary affairs.  With  the  blood  of  Revolution- 
ary ancestors  in  his  composition,  his  patri-» 
otic  spirit  was  aroused  at  the  trouble  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and 
on  the  1 2th  of  April,  1847,  '^^  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  ^Mexican  war  under  Lieu- 
tenant Snyder.  For  two  years  he  remained 
in  the  army  and  was  then  mustered  out  at 
Covington,  Kentucky,  in  1849.  Again  he 
ser\ed  his  country  when  the  sectional  dif- 
ferences between  the  north  and  the  south 
involved  the  nation  in  civil  war.  Believ- 
ing firmly  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  he 
resolved  to  aid  in  establishing  the  suprem- 
acy of  the  government  at  W'ashington,  and 
therefore  "donned  the  blue,"  enlisting  April 
17,  1 86 1,  as  a  member  of  the  Eighth  In-- 
diana  Infantry,  with  which  he  went  to  the 
front  as  a  private.  There  his  fidelity  to 
duty,  his  meritorious  service  and  the  read- 
iness with  which  he  mastered  military 
tactics  and  discipline  caused  his  promotion. 
He  served  three  months  and  then  went 
home  and  helped  to  organize,  in  1862,  six 
cavalry  regiments.  First  he  was  a  captain, 
then  a  major  and  lieutenant  colonel,  and  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  he    finally    was    bre- 
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vetted  a  brigadier  general,  lie  coninianded 
the  Xintli  Regiment,  Indiana  X'olunteer 
Cavalry,  at  Xaslnille,  l'"rani<Iin,  and  then 
brought  the  regiment  home,  and  was  with 
it  mustered  out  at  Indianapolis,  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  The  Doctor  is  a  natural  sol- 
dier and  commander,  and  it  is  said  that 
when  the  Spanish-American  war  broke  out 
he  was  as  eager  to  go  to  the  front  as  anv 
of  the  young  men.  lie  possesses  that  (qual- 
ity of  mind  so  necessary  to  a  s(  Idier  of 
grasping  a  situation  at  a  glance  and  decid- 
ing" at  once  and  correctly  what  to  do. 

Dr.  Wall  prepared  for  practice  as  a 
member  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Chica- 
go and  Cincinnati,  and  for  thirty  years  he 
has  resided  in  Mills  county,  Iowa.  -Vlthough 
he  is  now  seventy-four  years  of  age,  he  is 
still  an  active  representative  (d*  the  profes- 
sion and  has  attained  a  wide  fame  as  a  spe-  ; 
cialist  in  the  treatment  of  cancers.  As  his  i 
financial  resources  have  increased  he  has  ' 
made  judicious  investments  in  rccd  estate  : 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
brings  to  him  an  excellent  income.  He  votes 
the  Republican  ticket,  having  been  a  stal- 
wart advocate  of  the  party  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  its 
principles  of  protection  to  American  indus- 
tries, of  a  gold  standard  and  expansion, 
believing  that  the  stars  and  stripes  wher- 
ever they  have  been  planted  should  be  up- 
held. He  is  a  man  of  kindly  nature,  of  gen- 
erous impulses,  lil)eral  in  his  dealings,  and 
at  all  times  honoral)le  in  every  relation  of 
life.  Much  might  be  said  in  terms  of  lauda-  ' 
tion,  but  to  those  wh(-)  know  Dr.  Wall  it  is 
unnecessarv.     He  is  a  man  of  broad  General 

*'  i 

information  and  ripe  scholarship,  who  has 
labored  earnestly  in  the  paths  of  his  profes-  , 


sion;  and.  whether  his  work  has  resulted 
in  pecuniary  benefit  or  not,  no  trust  reposed 
in  him  has  ever  been  slighted.  A  ny.it  old 
age,  crowned  with  the  efforts  of  his  former 
toil  and  honored  with  the  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low men, — this  in  brief  is  the  record  of 
William  R.  Wall. 

December  lo,  1849,  ^^^  maui'ied  Miss 
Elvira  Scott.  His  second  wife  was  a  Miss 
Allis,  and  his  present  wife  was  Louisa 
Lacev. 


WILLIAM  H.   XORCUTT. 

Among  the  practitioners  at  the  bar  of 
Fremont  ctjunty  is  William  H.  Xorcutt,  of 
Sidney,  who  is  n(nv  serving  as  the  county 
attorney  and  is  well  qualified  for  the  im- 
portant duties  which  devolve  up(jn  him.  He 
is  num1)ered  among  Iowa's  native  sons,  his 
birth  lia\ing  occurred  in  (irinnell,  Powe- 
shiek county,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1866, 
His  father,  A.  H.  X(jrcutt,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. He  l)ecame  a  successful  teacher,  fol- 
lowing that  profession  for  years,  and  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  served  as  a  soldier. 
His  father  was  also  a  soldier,  i;i  the  Illinois 
Cray  Beard  Regiment.  He  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  representing  one  of  the  old 
and  lionored  Xew  England  families,  of 
Scotch  lineage,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years;  and  his  wife  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years,  while  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  suliject  reached 
the  ad\anced  age  of  ninety-seven,  and  his 
wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the  age 
of  sixtv-eight.  \.  H.  Xorcutt  was  reared 
in  the  east,  but  in  ante-bellum  days  they 
removed  westward  to  Illinois,  and  when  the 
countrv  became  involved  in  hostilities  over 
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the  question  of  secession  he  joined  the 
Twelfth  Regiment  of  IHinois  Volunteers, 
loyally  defending  the  Union  on  the  battle- 
fields of  the  south.  When  the  supremacy 
of  the  northern  arms  was  established  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  the  Prairie  state, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Iowa,  settling 
near  Grinnell.  Subsequently  he  became  a 
resident  of  Adams  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
is  now  living  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  - 
years.  He  married  Lucy  A.  Boils,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  are 
yet  living,  namely :  Henry  H. ;  M.  F. ;  R. 
C:  Mrs.  Henrietta  Wright:  William  H. ; 
S.  B. ;  Mrs.  Lucinda  Strain ;  D.  M. ;  Quincy, 
who  died  in  childhood ;  and  Mary,  a  popular 
and  successful  teacher  of  Adams  county, 
Iowa.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  1876  voted 
for  Peter  Cooper  and  has  since  been  a  third- 
party  man.  He  and  his  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  church  and 
his  sterling  worth  and  high  moral  character 
have  gained  him  the  regard  and  confidence 
of  all  those  with  whom  he  is  associated. 

William  H.  Norcutt,  whose  name  forms 
the  caption  of  this  article,  spent  his  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by 
working  as  a  farm-hand.  The  public  schools 
afforded  him  his  educational  privileges,  and, 
being  a  close  student,  he  acquired  knowledge 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  engage  in  teach- 
ing. He  afterward  attended  the  Villisca 
high  school,  under  the  tutelage  of  Professor 
J.  A.  McLean,  now  of  Tarkio,  Missouri. 
He  became  a  student  of  law  in  the  office 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  law  firm  of 
Bryant  &  Bryant,  of  Griswold.  Iowa,   and 


was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1898,  since  which 
time  he  has  practiced  in  Fremont  county. 
He  possesses  a  studious  nature, — an  element 
that  is  very  essential  to  the  successful  lawyer, 
who,  no  matter  how  broad  his  knowledge 
of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  must 
study  carefully  each  case,  weigh  the  evidence 
and  determine  upon  the  points  of  the  la\/ 
applicable  thereto.  He  has  already  gained 
a  distinctively  representative  clientage  and 
is  rapidly  working  his  way  to  the  front 
among  the  leading  members  of  the  bar  of 
southwestern  Iowa. 

In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Populist,  zeal- 
ous in  his  advocac}''  of  the  principles  of  the 
party  and  often  speaking'  on  campaign  sub- 
jects. He  was  recommended  as  the  best 
man  for  the  nomination  as  county  attorne}^, 
and  to  that  office  was  elected  over  L.  A. 
Hill,  a  capable  lawyer  and  the  incumbent  at 
the  time  of  the  election.  Mr.  Norcutt,  how- 
ever, received  a  majority  of  sixty  votes,  a 
fact  which  indicates  his  personal  popularity 
as  well  as  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  He 
is  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a 
most  capable  manner,  showing  that  the  trust 
of  his  fellow  townsmen  was  not  misplaced! 
Mr.  Norcutt  is  a  man  of  fine  ph3^sique  and 
is  a  robust  athlete.  He  has  been  actively 
interested  in  base  and  foot-ball,  playing  in 
many  teams.  His  manner  is  cordial  and 
genial,  winning-  him  confidence,  and  wher- 
ever he  is  known  he  is  held  in  high  esteem, 
being  a  popular  resident  of  the  community. 


HON.  JOHN  COOPER. 

Hon.  John  Cooper  is  a  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  and  well-known  early  set- 
tler of  Fremont  county,  where  for  more 
than  half  a  century  he  has  made  his  home, 
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having'  located  there  in  iS5(j.  Ik-  was  horn 
Octi)l)er  13,  iSjcj.  in  Ma.SKii  CMunty.  state 
of  Kentucky,  and  Ijelongs  to  one  of  the 
old  and  prominent  families  <»f  that  state. 
The  county  was  noted  for  its  hraxe  men, 
the  unfailing-  courtesy  of  its  citizens,  for  its 
fine  horses  and  its  good  marksmanshii).  His 
father,  Thomas  Cooper,  was  l>orn  in  Xew 
Jersey  and  his  ancestors  were  prominent  in 
peace  and  i)atriotic  in  war.  flis  parents 
were  of  English  birth  and  he  was  a  cousin 
of  i'eter  Cooper,  the  noted  financier,  wdio 
was  a  candidate  for  president  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Greenback  ticket  in  1876. 
When  a  young  man  Thomas  Cooper  went 
to  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  to  Susan 
jMiddleton,  a  native  of  that  state,  his  par- 
ents having  emigrated  from  the  Mohawk 
valley  in  Xew  York,  where  his  ancestors 
hail  located  at  an  early  period  in  the  devel- 
opment of  that  portion  of  the  country.  Some 
of  the  representatives  of  the  family  served 
in  the  early  wars  of  the  United  States.  For 
a  number  of  years  Thomas  Cocjper  and  his 
wife  resided  in  Mason  comity,  Kentucky. 
They  had  the  following  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  namely :  ^\'illiam,  now' 
deceased;  John,  of  this  review;  Eliza  Ann, 
who  also  has  passed  away;  Mary  Ann.  who 
is  living  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  James, 
deceased ;  Martha,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Virginia;  George,  who  has  passed  away; 
and  George. 

In  1835  the  parents  removed  with  the 
family  to  Clay  county,  Missouri,  taking  up 
their  abode  near  Kansas  City.  That  sec- 
tion of  the  country  was  then  undeveloped, 
and  Indians  roamed  at  will  over  the  prairies 
and  wild  beasts  and  wild  game  could  he 
shot  near  the  pioneers'  cabins.  iMr.  Cooper 
built  a  log  house  and  upon  the  farm  which 


he  devehjped  both  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  last  days,  lie  was  born  in  1795  and 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years,  while 
his  wife,  whose  birth  occurred  in  17<X>,  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  Through- 
out his  business  career  the  father  carried 
on  farming,  making  that  the  means  for  the 
sui)[)ort  of  his  family,  in  politics  he  was  a 
Jacks(jnian  Democrat,  and  in  religious  be- 
lief both  he  and  his  wife  were  ilaptists. 

J(.)hn  Cooper,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  reared  in  Kentucky  until 
fifteen  years  of  age  and  acfiuired  his  educa^ 
turn  in  the  public  schools.  In  1835  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Clay  county,  Missouri,  and  amidst  the  wild 
scenes  of  frontier  life  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, in  1850  he  married  Miss  America 
Bruce,  who  has  been  to  him  a  faithful  com- 
panion and  helpmeet  on  the  journey  of  life 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  sharing  with 
him  in  tlie  joys  and  sorrows,  adversity  and 
prosperity  w  hicli  checkers  the  life  of  all.  She 
was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  reared  in  that 
state  and  in  Indiana.  Her  parents  were 
Singleton  and  Louisa  (Farris)  Bruce,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky,  whence  they  removed 
t(-)  Indiana  and  subsequently  came  to  Fre- 
mont county,  Iowa,  casting  their  lot  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  here.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren. When  Mr.  Cooper  came  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  country  it  was  included  within 
the  boundaries  of  Holt  county,  Missouri, 
and  there  he  made  choice  of  a  location  and 
began  the  development  of  a  farm.  He  has 
voted  both  as  a  citizen  of  Missouri  and  Iowa 
and  yet  has  never  changed  his  place  of  resi- 
dence. When  he  took  up  his  abode  here 
there  was  a  log  cabin  upon  the  place,  but 
otherwise  no  improvements.  He  at  once 
began  to  break  the  prairie  and  to-day  he  is 
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the  owner  of  a  very  valuable  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  constituting  one 
of  tlie  best  country  seats  in  Madison  town- 
ship. His  home  overlooks  the  entire  Nish- 
nabotna  valley.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  fine 
grove  of  walnut  and  elm  trees,  in  the 
branches  of  which  the  squirrels  play,  while 
bees  also  have  their  home  in  the  big  trees; 
and  though  they  gather  the  honey  he  does 
not  allow  the  trees  to  be  cut  down  nor  the 
squirrels  to  be  shot.  The  farm  is  well  im- 
proved, good  out-buildings  have  been  erect-^ 
ed,  the  pastures  rival  the  blue-grass  region 
of  Kentuckv,  the  orchard  contains  fine  va-- 
rieties  of  fruits,  and  everything  upon  the 
place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance,  show- 
ing that  the  owner  is  very  systematic  in  his 
work  and  that  his  methods  are  at  once  prac« 
tical  and  profitable. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  have  been 
born  two  children:  William  Bruce,  who  is 
now  living  in  Hamburg;  and  Mrs.  Hattie 
Fletcher,  who  died,  leaving  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  married  and  have 
children  of  their  own.  One  of  the  number, 
John  Fletcher,  with  his  wife  resides  on  the 
old  Cooper  homestead  and  assists  in  the 
operation  and  management  of  the  farm. 

In  former  years  Mr.  Cooper  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  Greenback  party  and  an  ar- 
dent admirer  of  his  cousin,  Peter  Cooper, 
who  was  the  originator  of  that  political  or- 
ganization. He  was  nominated  and  elected 
to  the  state  legislature  in  1873,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  general  assembly  the  following 
year,  serving  there  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  is 
now  a  "silver"  Democrat  and  a  warm  per- 
sonal friend  and  admirer  of  William  Jen-^ 
nings  Bryan.  For  forty-five  years  he  has 
been  a    Mason    in  good    standing,  having 


been  initiated  into  the  order  at  Rockport, 
Missouri.  He  now  belongs  to  Riverton 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  Mr.  Cooper  is  six  feet 
in  height  and  used  to  weigh  two  hundred 
pounds.  He  is  genial  in  manner  and  kindly 
in  disposition,  is  very  hospitable  and  the 
latch-string  of  his  home  always  hangs  out. 
His  business  integrity  is  uncjuestioned  and 
his  word  is  as  good  as  any  bond.  He  has 
been  identified  with  the  county  from  the  pio- 
neer epoch  of  its  development  when  he  had 
to  go  eighty  miles  to  mill.  Long  since, 
however,  good  markets  have  been  estab- 
lished nearer  home,  towns  and  villages  have 
sprung  up  and  the  county  has  become  the 
place  of  habitation  for  a  prosperous  and 
progressive  people. 


E.  F.  COWGER,  M.  D. 

In  the  subject  of  this  review  we  have  one 
who  has  attained  distinction  in  the  line  of 
his  profession  and  has  been  an  earnest  and 
discriminating  student  and  holds  a  position 
of  due  relative  precedence  among  the  medi- 
cal fraternity  of  Fremont  county.  He  is  the 
pioneer  representative  of  his  profession  in 
Riverton,  where  he  arrived  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1873.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  now  has  a  large  patronage. 

The  Doctor  was  born  on  the  30th  of 
August,  1843,  the  year  in  which  occurred  the 
birth  of  President  McKinley.  He  is  a  son 
of  Rev.  James  Cowger,  who  was  born  in 
Highland  county,  Ohio,  a  grandson  of 
George  Cowger  and  a  great-grandson  of 
Gustave  Cowger,  who  was  of  German-Rus- 
sian parentage,  their  ancestors  having  been 
active  in  the  wars  of  Russia  and  Germany 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.     The  mo- 


BIOGRAPHICAL  1 11  STORY 


2S1 


ther  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susan  (larver,  and  was  a  nati\e  of  Ohio, 
licr  father.  Ach'iiui  (jar\er.  was  of  Irish 
Hneage.  James  Cowger  and  his  wife  Susan 
came  to  the  territory  of  Iowa  in  1S45.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  settlements  along  the 
Mississippi  the  state  was  almost  entirely 
uninhabited.  There  was  not  a  single  rail- 
\vay  line  within  its  borders  or  west  of  the 
river,  and  the  wonderful  work  of  progress 
wliich  has  since  transformed  the  county, 
and  seems  almost  phenomenal,  was  then  a 
labor  of  the  future.  The  father  took  up  his 
abode  in  \'an  Buren  county,  Iowa,  near 
Keosauqua,  and  in  addition  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  farm  he  engaged  in  preaching 
the  gospel  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  riding  the  circuit  in  the 
wilds  of  the  Hawkeye  state.  In  1859-60  he 
accepted  of  a  church  of  this  denomination 
in  Cilenwood,  Mills  county,  this  state.  He 
was  a  very  sincere  and  active  worker  in  the 
cause  of  the  ministry  and  did  cxerything  in 
his  power  to  secure  the  advancement  of 
Christian  principles  among  the  people.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  and  his 
wife,  who  survived  him  some  time,  passed 
away  in  Riverton,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  ha\ing  spent  her  last  days  there  in  the 
home  of  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
She  was  a  good  Christian  woman,  greatly 
beloved  for  her  kindness  of  heart.  Mr.  Cow^- 
ger  had  three  children,  namely:  E.  F.,  of 
this  review:  D.  L.,  who  is  living  near  Downs, 
in  Mitchell  county,  Kansas;  and  W.  A,,  of 
Riverton  township,  Fremont  county,  Iowa. 
The  Doctor  w^as  reared  in  Iowa,  aci|uir- 
ing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  thj 
state.  On  the  25th  of  July,  1862.  he  offered 
his  services  to  the  government  as  a  defender 
of    the    Union,  enlisting  in    Company    D, 


Xineteenth  bjwa  infantry,  with  which  he 
was  connected  until  hontn-ablv  dischareed. 
on  the  6th  of  July,  1865.  He  served  under 
General  Blunt  (ju  the  frontier  of  Missouri 
for  nine  months,  and  in  1863  participated 
in  the  siege  of  V'icksburg.  after  which  his 
regiment  was  attached  to  the  Department 
of  the  (iulf  and  was  stationed  at  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  for  six  months.  Dr.  Cowgei 
was  eventually  c<jmmissioned  second  lieuten- 
ant of  the  Eighty-first  L'nitetl  States  Col- 
ored  Infantry  and  served  until  November, 
1866,  with  credit  and  honor.  During  that 
time  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first 

I  lieutenant. 

On  leaving  the  military  service  of  his 
country  Dr.  Cowger  returned  to  .Vbingdon, 
Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  and  began  the  study 
of  medicine  under  the  direction  oi  Dr.  R. 
J.  Mohr,  a  prominent  and  well-known  phy- 
sician, who  had  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the 
Tenth  Iowa  Infantry.     Dr.  Cowger  is  also 

[  a  graduate  of  the  Keokuk  Medical  College, 
of  Keokuk,   Iowa,  and    of    the    Ens  worth 


Medical     College,     of      Missouri. 


Well 


equipped  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession, he  came  to  Riverton  in  1873  ^"'J 
has  since  been  classed  among  the  leading 
liractitioners  in  this  part  of  the  county.  He 
has  ever  been  a  close  student  and  is  con- 
stantly adding  to  his  professional  knowl- 
edge by  reading,  study  and  careful  thought. 
On  the  loth  of  August,  1865,  Dr.  Cow- 
ger was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan 
Cline,  who  was  born  in  Fayette,  Ohio,  a 
dauHiter  of  James  Cline.  who  resides  in 
Abingdon,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
The  Doctor  has  five  children:  R.  J.,  who  i^l 
a  druggist  by  profession,  but  is  now  living 
on  a  farm  in  Fremont  C(nint\';  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Mawhor,  of  Riverton;  Anna  L.,  who  is  en- 
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gaged  in  clerking  in  the  store  owned  by 
Kidd  &  Company;  Ernest  E.,  who  vras  born 
in  1878  and  served  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa 
Infantry  during  the  war  with  Spain  and  in 
the  Philippines  until  honorably  discharged; 
and  Susie  M.,  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a 
stalwart  Democrat  and  ranks  as  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  party  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  He  has  often  delivered 
addresses  to  further  the  interesf  in  the 
cause  and  is  recognized  as  a  good  stump 
orator.  He  served  as  county  coroner,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  other  official 
preferment.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Eellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  Grand  Armv  of 
the  Republic,  and  Masonic  fraternity.  The 
success  which  attends  his  efforts  is  but  a 
natural  sequence,  for  his  position  soon  be- 
came assured  because  he  was  an  able  physi- 
cian, a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  one 
who  devoted  himself  to  his  profession  and 
to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  those  to  whom 
Jie  ministered,  as  indeed  he  yet  does.  He  is 
a  physician  of  great  fraternal  delicacy,  and 
no  man  e\"er  observed  more  closely  the  eth- 
ics of  the  unwritten  code  or  showed  mor^ 
careful- courtesy  to  his  brother  practitioners 
than  does  Dr.  Cowger. 


H.  C.  ROBBINS. 

H.  C.  Robbins,  who  is  classed  among 
the  well-known  and  energetic  farmers  of 
Mills  county,  was  born  in  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1843,  his 
parents  being  Joseph  J.  and  Harriet  (Goe) 
Robbins.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revo- 


lution and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lex-t 
ington.     He  was  one  of  the  original  minute 
men   who   watched   for   the   British   at   the 
opening   engagement    of   the   war,    and    on 
many  a  battle-field  displayed  his  loyalty  to 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  fought  for  the  in- 
dependence of  the  nation.     Among  the  an- 
cestors  of    our   subject    were    those    who 
served  in  the  war  of  18 12,  including  Gap- 
tain  Xathan   Robbins.     Joseph  J.   Robbins 
was   born   in     Massachusetts   in    the    year 
1803,   and    became    a    successful    business 
man,   following  merchandising  for  a  num-i 
ber   of  years.      AA'hen    about    eighteen    or 
twenty  years  of  age  he  removed  to  Ohio, 
becoming    one    of    the    pioneer    settlers    of 
that  state.     He  was  employed  by  the  month 
for  a  time  and  afterward  removed  to  an- 
other  county    in    Ohio,    where   he   devoted 
his  energies    to    mercantile    pursuits.     He 
was  married  on  the  31st  of  May,  1828,  when 
in  his  twenty-sixth  year,   to  Miss  Harriet 
Goe,  who  was  a  native  of  Gonnecticut.  His 
death    occurred    in  Athens    county,   Ohio, 
December   20,    1873,    and   his   wife   passed 
away  in  the  same  county,   at  the  ripe  old 
age    of    eighty-nine    years.     This    worthy 
couple  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Mr.  Robbins,  of  this  review,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  ^•illage  school,  and  after  put- 
ting aside  his  text  books  he  was  employed 
in  his  father's  store  for  four  years.  At 
the  time  of  the  Givil  war  he  enlisted,  in 
1862,  as  a  member  of  Gompany  A,  Ninety- 
second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under 
Gaptain  Elmer  Golden.  He  was  first  in 
camp  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  for  a  month,  and 
then  went  to  the  front,  where  he  was  on 
duty  every  day,  receiving  an  honorable' 
discharo-e  at  Golumbus.  Ohio,  at  the  close 
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of  the  war.  Had  he  remained  at  the  front 
three  weeks  longer  he  would  have  been  in 
the  service  an  entire  three  years.  He  par- 
ticipated in  every  battle  and  skirmish  with 
his  company  and  regiment,  and  was  one  of 
twenty  of  a  hundred  who  returned  with- 
out having  been  injured   in  some  way. 

A  \ear  prior  to  the  war  Air.  Robbins 
had  come  to  Iowa.  His  father  had  pur- 
chased some  wild  land  in  this  state  in  i860, 
and  our  subject  made  his  w^ay  westward 
in  order  to  look  over  the  location.  He  and 
his  brother  Louis  journeyed  westward  with 
a  wagon  and  team,  and  after  a  year  returned 
to  Ohio.  Louis  Robbins  subsequently  be- 
came a  resident  of  Nebraska,  where  his 
death  afterward  occurred,  When  mustered 
out  of  the  army  Mr.  Robbins  returned  to 
his  Ohio  home,  and  three  months  later 
came  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 23,  in  Indian  Creek  township.  His 
first  home  was  thirty-two  by  sixteen  feet, 
which  was  then  one  of  the  best  houses  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  He  began  the  de- 
velopment of  the  farm,  and  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey 
Miss  Mary  J.  Barrett,  their  marriage  being 
consummated^on  the  2d  of  February,  1869. 
She  was  born  in  Illinois  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  and  ]\Iary  (McCoy)  Bar- 
rett. Her  father  was  a  native  of  England 
and  on  coming  to  Iowa,  in  1854,  he  took 
up  a  tract  of  wild  land  from  the  government, 
continuing  its  cultivation  for  some  time. 
He  was  widely  known  as  a  physician,  and 
as  he  traveled  over  the  country  he  would 
leave  word  at  each  house  wdiere  his  next 
visit  would  be,  so  that  any  one  in  need  of 
his  services  would  know  where  to  find  him. 
He   wedded    Mary   McCoy    in    September, 

1840,   and  they  traveled  life's  journey  to- 
17 


gether  until  1873,  when  he  was  called  to 
his  final  rest.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native 
i)f  the  Lm[)ire  state,  died  on  the  23d  of 
March,  i8(;9.  Wx  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robbins  four  sons  have  been  born, 
namely :  William  E.,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Gage  county,  Nebraska;  Joseph 
J.,  who  is  married  and  has  one  daughter, 
and  resides  in  the  same  county;  Selma  C. ; 
Ralph  E.  and  Frank  A.,  who  are  with  their 
father  upon  the  home  farm. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Robbins  re- 
sided for  eleven  years  upon  the  old  home- 
stead, and  in  1880  Ijuilt  his  present  fine 
residence,  in  which  he  took  up  his  abode 
the  following  year.  This  is  a  very  attract- 
ive country  seat  and  his  farm  is  a  modern 
one,  improved  with  all  the  accessories  and 
conveniences  found  upon  the  model  farm 
of  the  twentieth  century.  He  has  always 
given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
and  stock-raising.  He  w^as  at  first  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  but 
has  added  to  that  property  until  he  now 
has  eleven  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  bank  at  Hastings 
and  for  eleven  years  w^as  the  vice-president. 

His  life  has  been  one  of  marked  indus- 
try, and  his  unfiagging  efforts,  guided  by 
sound  business  judgment,  have  resulted  in 
bringing  to  him  the  success  for  which  every 
man  strives.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  the 
nominee  for  governor  of  Ohio,  and  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Linc(^ln  in 
1864.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
unswerving  in  his  advocacy  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  party.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, of  Hastings,  and  witli  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian    church,     and     withholds    his 
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support  from  no  measure  or  movement  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  good  or  to  the 
uplifting  of  his  fellow  men.  The  family 
is  one  of  prominence  in  Iowa,  its  repre- 
sentatives being  people  of  sterling  worth. 
During  the  thirty-four  years  of  his  residence 
in  ]\Iills  county  jMr.  Robbins  has  ever  com- 
manded the  esteem  and  confidence  of  those 
Avith  whom  he  has  been  associated.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  as  true  and  loyal  to  his  duty 
as  when  he  enlisted  under  the  stars  and 
stripes  in  defense  of  the  Union. 


SAMUEL  B.  HUTCHINGS. 

Forty-five  years  have  passed  since  Sam- 
uel B.  Hutchings  came  to  Mills  county  to 
cast  his  lot  with  its  pioneers.  People  of 
the  present  century  can  scarcely  realize  the 
struggles  and  dangers  which  attended  the 
early  settlers,  the  heroism  and  self-sacrifice 
of  lives  passed  upon  the  borders  of  civiliza- 
tion, the  hardships  endured,  the  difficulties 
overcome.  These  tales  of  the  early  days 
read  almost  like  a  romance  to  those  who 
ha\e  known  only  the  modern  prosperity  and 
conveniences.  -  To  the  pioneer  of  the  early 
days,  far  removed  from  the  privileges  of 
city  or  town,  the  struggle  for  existence  was 
a  stern  and  hard  one,  and  these  men  and 
Avomen  must  have  possessed  indomitable 
energies  and  sterling  worth  of  character,  as 
well  as  marked  physical  courage,  when  they 
thus  voluntarily  selected  such  a  life  and  suc- 
cessfully fought  its  battles  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  prevailed  in  the  northwest. 
As  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Mills 
county  and  as  a  leading  and  enterprising 
citizen,  Samuel  B.  Hutchings  certainly  de-. 
serves  representation  in  this  volume.    At  the 


present  time  he  is  serving  as  mayor  of  the 
city. 

A  native  of  Indiana,  he  was  born  in  the 
year  1847.  -^^^  father,  A\'illiam  Hutchings, 
was  born  in  Ohio  seventy-eight  years  ago 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  southern  Kansas. 
The  paternal  grandfathicr  of  our  subject 
was  Samuel  Hutchings,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
He  married  Margaret  Stout,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  they  spent  their 
remaining  days.  Their  children  were  \\  ill- 
iam;  John,  who  formerly  followed  merchan- 
dising, but  is  now  deceased;  George  W.,  a 
resident  of  Indiana;  Jacob  J.,  who  is  living 
in  the  same  state;  Samuel,  deceased;  Wil- 
son R.,  also  of  Indiana;  and  Frank,  a  well- 
to-do  physician  in  Crawfordsville,  that  state. 
One  of  the  brothers,  Wilson  R.  Hutchings, 
was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serv- 
ing with  distinction  in  the  effort  made  to 
perpetuate  the  Union.  On  one  occasion  he 
was  wounded  in  battle.  The  father  also 
attempted  to  enlist,  but  on  account  of  phys- 
ical disability  the  government  refused  his 
proffered  service. 

William  Hutchings  in  earlv  life  accom- 
panied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Indi- 
ana, and  in  Delaware  countv,  that  state,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  Cecil, 
also  a  native  of  Ohio.  In  1855  they  came  to 
Iowa,  casting  in  their  lot  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Mills  county,  where  for  many 
years  they  resided,  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  work  of  transformation  and  develop- 
ment here.  The  mother  died  at  the  old  fam- 
ily homestead  in  Indian  Creek  township. 
In  their  family  were  two  sons  aiul  four 
daughters,  namely:  Samuel  B.,  of  this  re- 
view; John  J.,  whio  is  living  with  his  father 
in  Cowley  county,  Kansas ;  Mrs.  Phebe  Gus- 
tin,  a  resident    of    Pottawattamie    county, 
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Iowa;  Mrs.  Esther  ]\L'irtin,  of  Cowlev  coun- 
ty; Mrs.  P.arbara  Elizal)etli  Allen,  of  Harri- 
son county.  Iowa;  and  Mrs.  .\anc\'  Rebecca 
Campbell,  who  is  living;-  in  Indian  Creek 
township.  Mills  ct)unty. 

In  taking-  up  the  personal  history  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Ilutching-s,  we  present  to  our  readers 
the  life  record  of  one  who  is  widely  known 
in  Mills  county,  for  he  came  hither  when 
only  seven  years  of  age.  The  family  located 
on  a  farm  hi  Indian  Creek  township  and 
experienced  the  usual  hardships  and  trials 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  early  settlers.  In 
those  days  it  was  no  unusual  sight  to  see 
deer  and  elk  drinking  at  the  streams  almost 
as  commonly  as  the  cattle  do  at  the  present 
date.  The  greater  part  of  the  land  was  still 
in  possession  of  the  government  and  the 
work  of  improvement  seemed  scarcely  be- 
gun ;  but  the  labors  of  the  pioneers  laid  broad 
and  deep  the  foundation  for  the  present  pros- 
perity and  made  possil)le  the  establishment 
of  a  commonwealth  which  is  certainly  a 
credit  to  the  nation.  By  earnest  effort  and 
close  application  to  the  few  school-books 
which  he  could  obtain,  Mr.  Hutchings  ac- 
quired a  good  education.  For  a  few  terms 
he  was  a  student  in  the  subscription  school, 
his  first  teacher  being  Mrs.  J.  U.  Cox.  The 
school-house  was  built  of  logs,  with  an  im- 
mense fire-place  in  one  end  of  the  building, 
while  a  heavy  slab  board  placed  on  pins 
driven  slantingly  into  the  wall  serxed  the 
pupils  as  a  writing  desk.  The  other  fur- 
nishings were  primitive,  the  school-books 
few;  but  therein  ]\Ir.  Hutchings  gained  a 
knowledge  of  the  branches  of  learning  that 
fitted  him  for  life's  practical  duties  and.  as 
the  years  have  passed,  reading,  experience 
and  observation  ha\-e  added  to  his  stock  of 
useful  knowledge  until  he  is  now  a  well  in- 


formed man.  Throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness career  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming, 
but  about  {\\Q:  years  ago  he  removed  to  Hast- 
ings, where  he  has  a  beautiful  cottage  home 
and  is  now  living  in  honorable  retircn-ent. 
In  1867  I\Ir.  Hutchings  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Emma  A.  Cary,  the  mar- 
riage being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Kelly.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Abel  Cary, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  thence  removed  to 
Indiana  and  afterward  came  to  Iowa.  His 
father  was  Ephraim  Cary  and  the  paternal 
grandmother  bore  the  name  of  Abigail  Wat- 
son. The  year  1852  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Cary  in  Mills  county,  where  he  died  in 
October,  1900,  at  the  advanced  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine years.  He  wedded  Elizabeth 
Stansberry,  wdio  died  in  ]\Iills  county,  in 
1863.  Her  father  was  Jesse  Stansberry. 
Farming  has  been  the  usual  occupation  of  the 
Cary  family.  Mr.  Hutchings  had  the  fol- 
1  low'ing  children:  Ira  K.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Mills  county;  Mrs.  Ida  Traplett.  a 
resident  of  Montgomery  countv,  Iowa;  Mrs. 

I 

X'ora  Cary,  of  Mills  county;  Ora.  who  was  a 
student  at  the  Western  Normal  College  at 
Shenandoah,  Iowa,  and  also  pursued  a  short- 
hand and  commercial  course  in  the  Omaha 
Commercial  College,  and  is  now  employed  in 
an  important  commercial  position  in  Omaha; 
Luella,  who  is  at  home;  Elizabeth,  who  was 
a  student  in  the  Western  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  Shenandoah  and  is  now  teaching 
school  in  Henderson,  Mills  county;  and 
I  Charles  Oscar,  who  also  is  with  his  parents. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hutchings 
is  a  Democrat.  ha\ing  supported  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  party  since  casting  his 
first  vote  for  Horatio  Seymour  for  president 
of  the  United  States  in  1868.  On  that  ticket 
he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  ofiice  of 


286 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY 


mayor  of  Hastings,  and  is  now  a  capable 
and  efficient  officer,  discharging  the  duties 
of  the  position  in  a  most  prompt  and  btisi- 
ness-hke  manner.  He  is  also  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Modern  A\'oodmen  of  the  World,  and  his 
wife  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church.  They  are  people  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability and  of  sterling  worth  and  enjoy 
the  warm  regard  of  all  who  know  them. 

Mr.  Hutchings  is  a  self-made  man,  with- 
out any  extraordinary  family  or  peculiar  ad- 
vantages at  the  commencement  of  life,  has 
battled  earnestly  and  energetically,  and  by 
indomitable  courage  and  integrity  has 
achieved  both  character  and  fortune.  By 
sheer  force  of  will  and  untiring  effort  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward,  and  to-day  he  is 
not  only  numbered  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  his  adopted  county,  but  is  also 
classed  among  the  honored  residents  who 
have  borne  an  important  part  in  the  work  of 
prog'ress  and  development. 


ARNOLD  JOLLY,  M.  D. 

Since  1894  Doctor  Jolly  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery in  Hamburg  and  has  gained  a  foremost 
position  as  a  representative  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. He  was  liorn  in  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama, July  25.  1 86 1,  and  is  a  member  of  one 
'of  the  old  and  promirient  families  of  the 
south.  The  Jollys  were  originally  from  Vir- 
ginia and  were  of  Scotch  and  French  lineage. 
Permeated  with  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and 
loyalty,  members  of  the  family  aided  the 
country  in  its  important  wars,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  serving  in  the 
Revolution,  while  the  grandfather  aided  his 
country   in   the   war   of    18 12.     They   were 


alike  prominent  in  days  of  peace,  actively 
connected  with  important  events  which  went 
to  form  the  early  history  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Jolly,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  distinguished  statesman  and  a 
gallant  officer  in  the  Civil  war.  When  the 
trouble  between  the  north  and  the  south  cul- 
minated in  hostilities  he  joined  the  Forty- 
third  Alabama  Lifantry  and  loyall)'  sup- 
portfed  the  cause  which  he  believed  to  be  just 
and  right.  He  afterward  became  a  well- 
known  figure  in  political  circles  and  in  1881 
received  the  nomination  for  governor  of 
Alabama.  He  was  elected  by  the  vote  of  the 
people,  but  before  the  time  came  for  him  to 
take  the  oath  of  office  he  was  called  to  his 
final  rest,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  forty- 
six  years.  He  was  well  fitted  for  leader-' 
ship,  being  a  man  of  strong  mentality,  of 
sterling  worth,  broad-minded  and  public- 
spirited,  and  his  deep  and  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  state  was 
manifest  in  his  loyal  devotiom  to  every  cause 
which  he  believed  would  prove  of  general 
good.  His  widow  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sue  W.  Richardson  and  was  a  member  of 
a  prominent  southern  family.  Her  brother. 
Major  James  D.  Richardson,  was  an  eminent 
and  well-known  statesman  of  Tennessee. 
Unto  Governor  Jolly  and  his  wife  were  born 
the  following  named  children :  Arnold, 
whose  name  introduces  this  record;  McKee 
G.  Jolly,  a  manufacturer  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama ;  James  R.,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel ; 
Airs.  Van  Hook,  of  Richmond,  Virginia; 
Sue  R. ;  Juliet,  the  wife  of  S.  Perry,  a  whole- 
sale tobacco  merchant;  and  Jacqueline,  who 
is  residing  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Reared  amid  the  refining  influences  of  a 
cultured  home,  Dr.  Jolly  also    received    ex- 
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ceptionally  good  educational  prixileges,  pnr- 
siiino-  his  studies  in  the  University  of  Ala- 
bama and  in  Tuscaloosa  College.  lie  read 
medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Ed  II. 
Sholl,  a  prominent  and  well-known  physician 
of  Alabama,  and  after  completing  his  prep- 
aration for  the  calling  which  he  makes  his  life 
work  he  engaged  in  practice  in  P.irmingham. 
Soon  he  won  prominence  and  his  skill  and 
ability  secured  him  an  appointment  to  the  i)0- 
sition  of  chief  of  the  largest  hospital  in  tlk 
state,  its  location  being  in  his  native  city. 
He  acted  in  that  capacity  from  1887  until 
1894,  and  at  the  same  time  was  the  sur- 
geon for  three  different  mining  companies, 
two  street  railway  companies  and  two  rail- 
road companies.  He  remained  in  practice 
in  Alabama  until  1894  when,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  he  sought  a  change  of  climate  and 
established  his  home  in  Hamburg,  Iowa.  It 
was  not  long  before  he  gained  a  large  and 
distinctively  representative  patronage.  In 
the  line  of  his  [jrofession  he  has  long  since 
left  the  ranks  of  the  many  to  stand  among 
the  successful  few,  for,  added  to  his  com- 
prehensive knowledge  of  the  science  of  medi- 
cine is  an  abiding  sympathy  without  which 
success  is  never  attained  in  the  line  of  medi- 
cal ])ractice. 

Dr.  Jolly  was  married  in  February,  1887, 
in  Marengo  count}-,  AlaJjama,  to  Miss  Eu- 
phradia  Johnston,  a  lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, whose  family  is  one  of  distinction 
in  the  south.  Her  father,  (leneral  George  D. 
Johnston,  was  a  gallant  officer  in  the  Civil 
war.  representing  his  district  in  the  state  sen- 
ate of  Alabama,  ruid  was  also  in  the  civil 
service.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  now  have 
an  interesting  little  son,  Arn(»ld  U..  who  is 
ten  years  of  age.  Dr.  jolly  is  a  valued  rep- 
resentive  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  f rater- 


nil)',  and  belongs  to  both  the  subordinate 
lodge  and  encampment  (jf  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  the  surgeon 
for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Ouincy  and 
the  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs 
Railroad  Companies.  His  manner  is  courtly, 
genial  and  kindly  and  his  home  partakes  ol 
the  old-time  southern  hfjspitality.  A  man 
of  broad  general  culture  and  unfailing  cour- 
tesy, his  companionship  is  much  to  be  de- 
sired and  the  circle  of  his  friends  is  very  ex- 
tensive. 


^^TLLIA^I  w.  vaxsaxt. 

A\'illiam  W.  Wansant.  who  folknvs  farm- 
ing and  st(jck-raising  in  Fremont  county, 
is  numbered  among  the  worthy  citizens  that 
Ohio  has  furnished  to  the  Hawkeye  state. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  November  30,  1847,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Barbara  A.  (  Stur )  \'ansant. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  father  probably  in  Xew  York  or  Xew 
Jersey,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
Hamilton  county.  Ohio,  where  the  father 
followed  the  trade  of  stone  and  brick  mason. 
He  was  also  a  local  preacher  and  devoted 
much  of  his  life  to  the  work  of  the  church. 
In  1848  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
making  the  journey  by  team,  and  from  that 
city  he  went  to  Pontoosuc  and  to  Dallas 
City,  both  in  Hancock  county.  Illinois.  In 
the  last-named  place  he  ])urchased  a  hotel, 
which  he  conducted  until  during  the  spotted 
fever  epidemic,  when  he  was  ta^<en  with  the 
disease  and  died,  his  remains  being  interred 
at  that  place.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
in  good  standing  and  enjoyed  the  high  re- 
gard of  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity.  His 
widow  afterward  became  the  wife  of  G.  C. 
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Shull,  and  with  their  family  they  removed 
to  Mercer  county,  IlHnois,  where  ]\Ir.  Shull 
engaged  in  farming,  becoming  one  of  the 
extensive  agriculturists  and  prominent  stock 
men  of  that  part  of  the  state.  After  many 
years  he  sold  his  property  and  removed  to 
Kansas,  where  he  again  devoted  his  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  to  stock-raising. 
Success  attended  his  labors  and  he  was  thus 
enabled  to  surround  his  family  with  all  the 
comforts  that  go  to  make  life  worth  the  liv- 
ing. Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  the  Sun- 
flower state.  There  were  two  children  of 
the  second  marriage,  Charles  and  Barton 
Shull,  Avhile  the  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were  as  folows :  Eveline,  now  the 
wife  of  L.  Herron ;  Garrett,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  vvas  for  seven  months  in 
Andersonville  prison,  after  which  he  was  re- 
leased after  the  close  of  hostilities,  but  died 
on  his  way  home  from  the  effects  of  the  ill 
treatment  he  received  in  the  southern  prison ; 
William  W.,  of  this  review;  John,  who  died 
in  early  manhood;  and  Mary  J.,  now  the 
wife  of  James  Price,  of  Kansas.  Her  first 
husband  was  John  Jerdoe.  During  the  fa- 
ther's lifetime  he  and  his  wife  held  member- 
ship in  the  United  Brethren  church,  but  sub- 
sequently to  his  death  she  became  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church. 

William  W.  Vansant  was  only  about 
six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
death.  About  a  year  later  his  mother  mar- 
ried again  and  she  and  her  husband  made 
arrangements  to  bind  him  out  to  an  English- 
man who  fgllowed  farming.  Not  liking  the 
man  or  the  idea  of  being  a  iDOund  boy,  he 
therefore  left  home  without  telling  the  fam- 
ily of  his  intention,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  depended  entirely  upon  his  own  resources 
for  a   living.      His    educational    privileges 


were  necessarily  ver^^  limited.  For  a  few 
years  he  had  a  very  hard  time  to  get  along 
in  the  world,  but  his  determined  spirit  en- 
abled him  to  improve  his  condition ;  and  as 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  he  has 
budded  wisely  and  well.  He  has  every  rea- 
son to  be  proud  of  the  prominent  position 
which  he  holds  among  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  adopted  county.  He  followed  farm 
Work  and  was  in  the  service  of  both  good 
and  bad  employers.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  met  many  hardships  and  difficulties,  but 
at  length  was  fortunate  in  getting  a  posi- 
tion in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Streator,  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  and  cattle  king  of  Mercer 
county,  Illinois,  whose  favor  he  won.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  afterward  entrusted  with 
buying  stock,  showing  keen  discrimination 
and  judgment. 

He  was  thus  engaged  until  1863  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  one-hundred-day  service  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  a  member  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, with  which  he  served  for  six  months,^ 
when  he  received  an  honorable  discharge. 
Again  enlisting,  Mr.  Vansant  became  a 
member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Illinois  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  thus  he 
served  under  General  Sherman.  AMiile  with 
the  first  regiment  he  met  the  Reljel  troops 
under  General  Forrest.  Although  he  was 
in  a  number  of  hotly  contested  battles  he  had 
no  bones  broken,  sustaining  only  slight  in^ 
juries.  However,  he  met  with  internal  in- 
juries which  troubled  him  for  some  time. 
When  Lee  surrendered  he  was  at  Golds- 
boro.  North  Carolina,  and  was  at  Raleigh  at 
the  time  of  Johnston's  surrender,  after  which 
the  command  marched  to  Washinsfton,  D.  C. 
and  participated  in  the  grand  review  in  that 
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cit\'.  He  afterward  veteranized  in  the  Six- 
teenth lUinois  Veteran  Re^i^inient  and  was 
sent  t(i  T.ouisville.  Kentncky.  On  ai^ain  l)e- 
m^  nuistered  out  he  was  sent  to  Springfield. 
Illinois,  where  he  received  a  second  honora- 
ble discharge  and  was  paid  for  his  services. 

Returning"  to  Mercer  county,  'Sir.  \'an- 
sant  again  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Streat- 
or,  with  whom  he  remained  for  one  year 
and  the  following  year  he  began  teaming  on 
him  own  account,  also  buying  and  handling 
stock.  In  1867  he  chose  as  a  companion 
ruid  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Eliza 
Mc^Iullen.  who  was  born  in  Mercer  county. 
Illinois.  January  21,  1856.  a  daughter  of 
Horace  and  Elizabeth  (Xornian)  McMul 
len.  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and 
the  latter  of  Illinois.  The  father  was  a  farm- 
er and  stock  dealer  and  died  in  Illinois.  The 
mother  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church.  There  were  but  two  children  in  the 
McMullen  family :  George,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy;  and  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  Vansant. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Vansant  pur- 
chased a  small  farm  in  JVIercer  county.  Illi- 
nois, and  there  began  the  real  struggle  of 
life.  He  worked  earnestly  in  order  to  pro- 
vide a  good  home  for  his  family.  Not 
afraid  of  labor,  his  untlagging  industry  and 
perseverance  have  enal)led  liim  to  advance 
steadily  upward  to  the  plane  of  aniuence. 
His  well  cultivated  fields  brought  to  him 
good  crops,  and  as  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased he  made  judicious  investments  in 
property,  Intying  and  selling  a  number  of 
farms,  each  time  becoming  the  owner  of  one 
larger  than  the  one  he  had  previously  owned. 
He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Illinois 
until  1877,  when  he  sold  his  Illinois  home 
and  came  to  Iowa,  here  buying  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in  l^^re- 


monl  county.  Upon  the  property  he  has 
since  been  located.  .\  small  house  was  the 
only  improvement  on  the  place,  but  he  at  once 
began  t(»  clear  ami  cultivate  the  land  and  ad<l 
(jther  impnnements.  The  farm  was  soon 
.self-supporting,  and  not  only  has  he  given 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals 
best  adapted  to  this  climate  but  is  an  exten- 
sive and  successful  dealer  and  shipper  of  cat- 
tle and  hogs.  His"  farm  is  in  every  way  de- 
sirable, being  equipped  with  all  modern  ac- 
cessories, C(jnveniences  and  improvements. 
His  landed  possessions  now  aggregate  about 
eighteen  hundred  acres,  which  are  operated 
by  him  and  his  sons.  He  has  some  thorough- 
bred stock  of  all  kinds  and  is  the  owner  ot 
some  of  the  finest  bred  horses  in  the  western 
countr}-.  Impro\emer.t  and  prog^ress  have 
formed  the  keynote  of  his  labors.  He  is  im- 
[)ro\ing  seed  corn  and  is  shi])i)ing  his  seed 
to  all  parts  of  the  corn  belt.  He  is  quick  to 
adopt  all  new  methc^ds  of  ])ractical  value 
and  at  the  same  time  has  introduced  man;. 
impro\-e(l  lines  of  farm  work  which  have  fa- 
cilitated his  own  labors  and  have  been  adopt- 
ed with  benefit  by  his  frier.ds  and  neighbors. 
He  still  retains  i)ossession  of  the  first  home 
which  he  secured  in  the  county  and  now  has 
a  commodious  and  attractive  residence  tiiere, 
while  in  the  rear  are  a  large  barn  and  ex- 
tcnsi\-e  outbuildings,  wind-mills,  good  farm 
machinery  and  everything  found  upon  a 
model  country  seat  of  the  twentieth  century. 
An  orchard  is  numbered  among  the  improve- 
ments of  the  place  and  the  home  is  surround- 
ed bv  a  beautiful  grove  of  ornamental  and 
forest  trees.  The  place  is  located  eight 
miles  west  of  .Shenandoah  and  four  miles 
north  of  Earragut. 

]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  X'ansant  have  reared  fi»ur- 
teen  children:     Horace  \\'..  a  farmer  resid- 
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ing  in  Monroe  township.  Fremont  county ; 
Garrett  and  Henry,  who  are  also  agricult- 
urists of  the  same  county;  Minnie,  the  wife 
of  Grant  Stickler;  Hattie,  now  the  wife  of 
J,   Cowg'er;  Arthur,  a  farmer  of  Fremont 
county;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  C.  Kidcl;  Burt, 
a  farmer;  Barbara  and  John,   who  are  at 
home;  Le  Roy,  who  died  January  26,  1900, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;   and   Grant, 
Harrj^    and     Myrtle,    who    are    still     with 
their  parents.     Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Vansant  hold 
membership   in   the    Christian    church,  con- 
tribute liberally  to    its    support    and    take 
a   Aery  active  interest    in   its    work.        He 
belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  order,   in  the 
local   lodge  of  whicli   he  has   filled   all   the 
chairs,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Farragut 
Post,  G.  A.  R.     On  questions  of  state  and 
national  importance  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  at 
local  elections,  where  no  issue  is  involved, 
he  supports  the  men  AA-liom  he  believes  will 
conduct  a  business-like  administration.  His 
has  been  an  eventful  life  of  varie  I  experi- 
ence, and  from  the  hand  of  an  adverse  fate 
he  has  wrested  a  handsome  fortune.  His  ca- 
reer excites  the  admiration  of  all,  for  few 
men  situated  so  unfavorably  have  advanced 
to  so  prominent  a  position  in  financial  circles. 
^^'ithout  educational  advantages  or  the  as- 
sistance of  friends,  and  in  spite  of  obstacles 
and   difficulties,    his    laborious   efforts   have 
enabled  him  to  reach  the  goal  of  prosperity, 
and   in   Fremont  county    he    is    numbered 
among  the  most  honored  and  esteemed  as 
well  as  wealthv  citizens. 


FRANK  ROBBIXS. 
A  country  can  liaN'e  but  one  chief  ruler, 
be   he  king,    emperor   or    president;     com- 
paratively few  men  can  attain  to  the  high- 
est offices  in  civil  or  military  life;  but  com- 


merce, agriculture  and  the  industrial  walks 
of  life  offer  a  broad  and  almost  limitless 
field  in  which  one  may  exercise  his  powers 
unrestrained  and  gain  prominence  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  calling  which  he  makes 
his  life  work.  Drawing  the  lessons  wdiich 
we  do  from  the  life  of  Mr.  Robbins,  we 
learn  that  the  qualifications  necessary  for 
success  are  a  high  ambition  and  a  resolute, 
honorable  purpose  to  reach  the  exalted 
standard  that  has  been  set  up.  From  the 
age  of  seventeen  the  gentleman  whose  name 
begins  this  review  has  depended  upon  his 
own  resources. 

He  was  born  in  Athens  county,   Ohio, 
October    6,    1854,  and   is   descended    from 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock.     His  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  one  of  the  minute  men 
who  watched  for  the  coming  of  the  British 
at  Lexington.     He  participated  in  the  first 
engagement  of  the  war  that  brought  inde- 
pendence to  the  nation  and  on  many  occa- 
sions  loyally   fought   for  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty.    The  family  was  also  represented  in. 
the  war  of  181 2  by  Captain  Nathan  Rob- 
bins.     The   father  of  our  subject  was  Jo- 
seph J.  Robbins,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  in  the  year  1803.     When  about  eight- 
een or  twenty  years  of  age  he  cast  his  lot 
with    the   pioneers   of    Ohio    and    was   em- 
ployed by  the  month  for  a  time^  but  after- 
ward  successfully  engaged   in   merchandis- 
ing in  Athens  county,  that  state.     He  was 
married  on  the  31st  of  May,  1828,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Coe,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut 
and    died    in    Athens    county,    Ohio,    after 
passing  the  eighty-ninth  milestone  on  life's 
journey.      The   father  of  our  subject   also 
died   in   the   same  county,   on   the   20th   of 
December,    1873,    and   is    survived    by   five 
of  his  eleven  children. 
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Among  the  niinibcr  is  I'r.'ink  Rcjhbins, 
who  pursued  his  education  in  tlie  schools 
of  Athens  county,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  entered  upon  an  independent 
business  career,  being  employed  as  a  sales- 
man in  a  dry-goods  store  for  some  time. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  came  to  Alills 
county.  Iowa,  and  has  since  been  identified 
\vith  its  agricultural  and  stock-raising  in- 
terests. He  secured  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  has  developed  therefrom  a  splen- 
did farm.  All  of  the  buildings  upon  the 
place  stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and 
enterprise.  His  first  home  was  a  little 
frame  building,  sixteen  by  twenty-four  feet, 
and  in  that  he  resided  until  about  1893, 
when  he  erected  his  present  fine  residence, 
antl  completed  his  arrangements  for  a  home 
by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Minnie  Browser. 
The  wedding  ceremony  was  performed  on 
the  1st  of  ]\larch,  1894.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Madison  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  \\'illiam  P.  and  Wealthy 
(Terry)  Browcr.  Her  paternal  grandfa- 
ther was  Abraham  Brower,  of  Pennsylva-t 
nia.  Her  father  was  l>orn  in  St.  Joseph 
county,  ^Michigan,  and  when  nine  years  of 
age  came  to  Iowa  with  an  uncle,  living  first 
in  ]\Iadison  county.  In  1856  he  came  to 
I\Hlls  county,  where  he  still  makes  his  home, 
being  located  a  few  miles  north  of  J\Ial- 
vern.  His  wife  also  survives.  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Robbins  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living: 
Gladys  J.,  a  lovely  little  daughter  of  two 
summers,  who  was  born  on  the  farm  where 
they  now  live  on  the  ist  of  July,  1898,  and 
ClilTord  11.  and  Clinton  C.  (twins),  born 
December  11,   1900. 

Since  coming"  to  Iowa  ]\Ir.  Robbins  has 
largely  carried  on  the  stock  business,  and 


as  the  years  have  passed  and  his  financial 
resources  have  increased  he  has  made  judi- 
cious investments  in  property  until  his  land- 
ed possessions  now  aggregate  thirteen  hun-- 
dred  acres,  two  miles  east  of  Malvern. 
This  is  probably  one  of  the  finest  valley 
farms  in  southwestern  Iowa.  Well-tilled 
fields,  verdant  meadows,  rich  pasture  lands, 
fine  modern  buildings  and  good  stock  are 
tlie  prominent  features  of  the  place,  and 
everything  upon  the  farm  indicates  the  su- 
pervision of  the  i)rogressive  and  wide- 
awake owner.  He  also  has  a  ranch  of  five 
thousand  acres  in  Phillips  county,  Kansas, 
which  is  largely  st<:cked  with  cattle,  which 
he  brings  t(^  his  Mills  county  farm  and 
here  fattens  for  the  market.  His  stock  finds 
a  ready  sale  in  the  city,  for  he  raises  good 
grades  and  always  has  the  cattle  in  excel-' 
lent  condition  for  sale. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Robbins  has 
been  a  stalwart  Republican  since  casting  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Endowed  by  nature 
with  a  strong  character,  Mr.  Robbins  has 
developed  and  strengthened  his  latent  pow- 
ers and  has  become  a  successful  business 
man,  occupying  a  \ery  enviable  position 
among  the  representative  stockmen  in  hia 
portion  of  the  state.  His  name  is  synony- 
mous with  integrity  in  commercial  trans- 
actions and  his  record  should  serve  to  en- 
courage those  to  whom  fate  has  not  vouch- 
safed a  fortune,  and  who  must  depend  upon 
their  own  efforts   for  advancement  in  life. 


LEAXDKR  STILKS. 
An   honored   retirement,     which    should 
ever  follow  a  long  and  useful  business  career, 
has  been  vouchsafed  to  Leander  Stiles, whose 
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earnest  efforts  in  the  active  affairs  of  life 
bronght  to  him  the  handsome  competence 
which  now  enables  him  to  live  in  quiet,  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  former  toil.  He  was 
born  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Athens  coun- 
t}:,  Ohio,  March  lo,  1833.  his  parents  be^ 
ing  George  and  Mary  J.  (Little)  Stiles,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  in 
which  state  they  were  married.  In  1829  the}, 
emigrated  westward,  taking  up  their  abode 
in  Ohio,  where  the  father  entered  land  from 
the  government  and  improved  a  farm.  He 
lived  a  quiet,  unassuming  and  honest  life 
and  died  in  1839.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Christian  church  and 
he  served  as  a  deacon  therein.  His  integrity 
was  above  question  and  he  won  that  good 
name  which  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great 
riches.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  about  a  year  and  passed  away 
in  1840.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of 
T.  J.  Dunfey;  Mary  A.,  now  ]\Irs.  Mc- 
Laughlin ;  ]Munyon,  now  deceased ;  Smith, 
who  entered  the  army  and  went  to  the  ]\lexi- 
can  war,  but  never  returned  ;  E.  G.,  who  died 
in  Iowa,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  sons ;  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  G.  Cooper;  and  Leander, 
of  this  review. 

Mr.  Stiles  of  this  record  was  only  six 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  died,  and  he 
therefore  knew  nothing  of  the  parental  in- 
didgence  and  kindness  which  most  children 
enjoy.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  for 
when  left  an  orphan  he  was  bound  out  to  a 
farmer,  with  whom  he  remained  until  twen- 
ty years  of  age,  receiving  no  compensation 
for  his  services.  He  acquired  a  limited  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools,  but  his  priv- 
ileges were  very  meagre.     Although  he  had 


no  capital  when  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  it  was  with  a  light  heart  that  he 
left  the  farmer  by  whom  he  had  been  reared, 
for  he  knew  that  ever  after  his  labors  would 
bring  him  in  a  financial  return.  Therefore 
with  a  pair  of  strong  hands  and  a  resolute 
will  as  capital  he  entered  upon  the  struggle 
for  a  livelihood,  with  all  to  make  and  noth- 
ing to  lose.  His  first  work  was  as  a  farm 
hand.  He  was  employed  for  two  weeks 
and  received  three  and  a  half  dollars.  W'itli 
that  small  amount  he  started  for  Illinois, 
making  the  journey  by  steamboat.  He  paid 
his  passage  by  aiding  in  unloading  the  boat, 
and  when  he  arrived  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  he 
had  more  money  than  he  possessed  when  he 
started  upon  the  trip.  Making  his  way  to 
Henry  county,  he  there  attended  school 
through  one  winter  and  was  employed  as  a 
farm  hand  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  He  continued  to  work  in  that  way 
until  the  5th  of  October,  1861,  when  he  was 
married  to  Miss  j\Iary  Whan,  who  was  born 
in  Mercer  county,  Illinois,  in  September, 
1 841,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Agnes  (Gor- 
man) Whan,  both  of  wdiom  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  whence  they  came  to  America,  locat- 
ing first  in  Pennsylvania.  Subseciuently  they 
removed  to  Illinois  and  both  died  in  ^Nler- 
cer  county,  where  her  father  was  known  as 
an  extensive  and  prominent  farmer,  his 
steady  habits  and  unflagging  industry  bring- 
ing to  him  success.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Unto  them  were  born  the  following  named 
children  :  George,  now  deceased  ;  Robert, 
who  died  in  the  L'nion  army  during  the  Civil 
war;  Frank,  who  also  died  in  the  military 
service  of  his  country;  Mrs.  Stiles;  Samuel, 
who  died  in  Kansas;  Winslow  P.,  Alonzo 
and    Lorena,   all  of    whom  are    deceased; 
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and  Otis,  who  is  living  on  the  old  liome- 

stea,d- 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Stiles 
had  saved  money  enough  t<>  inn'chasc  a  team, 
anil  with  this  to  do  his  farm  work  he  rented 
a  place  for  two  years.  With  the  capil.'d  he 
had  then  actjuired  he  purchased  a  small  tract 
of  lantl,  to  which  he  afterward  added,  con- 
ducting the  fru-m  until  i8Si,  when  he  came 
to  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  i)artially 
improved  land.  He  then  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  feeding  cattle 
and  hogs.  Prosperity  attended  his  efforts 
and  he  became  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  the  community,  operating  his  land 
continuously  antl  successfully  until  1895, 
v.lien  he  purchased  seven  and  a  half  acres  ad- 
joining the  corporation  limits  of  Randolph. 
Thereon  he  erected  a  commodious,  two-story 
frame  residence,  a  good  barn  and  outl)uild- 
ings  and  planted  an  orchard,  otherwise  im- 
proving the  place.  He  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  farm  work,  his  place  lieing  oper- 
ated bv  his  sons.  They  work  under  his  su- 
pervision, but  he  is  relieved  of  all  the  more 
arduous  duties  that  form  the  lot  of  the  ag- 
riculturist. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Stiles  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children  :  .\lonzo, 
a  mechanic;  lulgar,  who  was  formerly  a 
druggist  in  Randolph  but  has  sold  his  store; 
Harvey,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska ;  Scott  and 
Ralph,  who  are  operating  the  old  homestead  ; 
Lillie  and  Daisy,  who  are  attending  school. 
The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist church,  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
]Mr.  Stiles  is  a  meml^er,  acting  as  treasurer 
of  the  organization  in  Rand(jlph.  His  life, 
faithful  to  every  duty  and  true  to  every 
manl\-  principle,  commands  for  him  the  con. 


fidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  as- 
sociated. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
in  Illinois  he  filled  a  number  c)f  offices  of 
public  trust,  lie  has  never  sought  office  in 
this  county,  but  has  been  cliairman  of  the 
Democratic  county  central  committee  and 
commiteeman  of  his  townshij).  He  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  and 
his  wise  counsel  has  proven  an  effective 
agent  in  promoting  the  growth  and  success 
of  Democracy  here.  Tlie  career  of  Mr. 
Stiles  is  one  ai  which  he  has  every  reason  to 
be  proud.  Deprived  of  almost  all  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  which  boys  enjoy 
in  youth,  he  started  upon  his  business  career 
without  a  single  dollar,  and  all  that  he  has 
acquired  has  come  to  him  through  his  earnest 
effort.  His  home  and  possessions  are  a 
monument  to  his  perseverance,  his  lal)or  and 
his  diligence. 


WILLIAM  H.  MATTHEWS. 

Among  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  of 
Fremont  county  is  William  H.  Matthews, 
who  has  passed  the  psalmist's  span  of  three- 
score years  and  ten  and  receives  the  venera- 
tion and  respect  which  slu^uld  ever  l)e  ac- 
corded those  who  in  the  evening  of  life  can 
look  back  over  a  well-spent  past.  He  was 
born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  December  7, 
1825,  his  parents  l)eing  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Murray)  Matthews,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsyh  ania.  but  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  Ohio.  David  Matthews, 
the  grandfather,  was  born  on  the  green  isle 
of  Erin,  and  after  his  marriage  he  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  the  new  world,  locating  in 
Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day.  There  he 
spent  a  number  of  years  and  subseciuently 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ohio. 
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He  lived  among  the  Indians,  who  were  then 
numerous  in  that  state,  and  in  Ross  county 
he  entered  from  the  government  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  which  he  afterward  transformed 
into  a  fine  farm,  becoming  one  of  the  pros- 
perous agriculturists  and  prominent  citizens 
of  the  community.  He  was  a  stone  mason 
by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  early 
life,  but  afterward  gave  his  attention  to  the 
tilling  of  the  soil.  His  labors  were  crowned 
with  a  high  degree  of  success  and  he  aided 
his  children  to  gain  homes  for  themselves. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Covenanter  church 
and  died  in  that  faith  in  Ross  county.  His 
children  were  John,  Thomas,  Andrew, 
David  and  Mrs.  Peggy  Devoss. 

Andrew  Matthews,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  reared  to  manhood  in  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  and  there  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  continuing  to  make  it  the  place  of  his 
abode  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  in  1864. 
He,  too,  was .  a  stone-mason  by  trade,  but 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  busi- 
ness career  carried  on  farming,  and  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  retirement  from  business 
at  the  old  homestead.  He  first  gave  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  Whig  party  and  on  its 
dissolution  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new 
Republican  party.  He  filled  several  town^ 
ship  offices  but  never  aspired  to  political  pre- 
ferment, continuing  to  devote  his  attention 
to  the  quiet  and  honoralile  work  of  the  farm. 
In  business  transactions  his  name  was  a 
synonym  for  integrity  and  fair  dealing,  and 
among  the  consistent  and  faithful  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  near  their  home 
he  and  his  wife  were  numbered.  She  sur- 
vived him  some  time,  and  passing  away  on 
the  old  homestead  in  1875.  Her  father  was 
a  nati\'e  of  Germany,  and  on  emigrating  to 
the   new    world    located     in     Pennsylvania, 


where  he  followed  farming.  Plis  children 
were  John,  Ritchey,  Robert,  William,  Mrs. 
Mary  Matthews  and  Mrs.  Jane  Roane.  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  also  Presby- 
terians in  religious  faith.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Matthews  were  born  six  children  :  Isa- 
bel, now  the  wife  of  J.  Robbins;  David,  de- 
ceased; William  H.,  of  this  review;  Robert, 
who  is  living  in  Ohio;  Mrs.  Margaret  j. 
Prizer;  and  James  I.,  deceased,  who  was  a 
school-teacher  and  a  noted  musician. 

William  H.  Matthews  ^^'as  reared  and 
married  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  the  latter  im- 
portant event  in  his  life  occurring  in  Septem- 
ber, 1844.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss 
Louisa  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Ross  coun- 
ty, January  13,  1822,  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Abigail  (McClure)  Taylor,  the  former 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  while  the  latter  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  Her  grandfather 
Taylor  w'as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ken- 
tucky and  was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  be- 
came a  well  known  and  prominent  resident 
of  the  blue  grass  state,  where  he  followed 
farming  and  was  widely  known  for  his  sterl- 
ing integrity  and  trustworthiness.  David 
Taylor  was  a  leading  and  influential  agricult- 
urist of  Ross  county,  Ohio.  At  length  lit: 
sold  his  country  homestead  and  removed  to 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days  in  retirement  from  labor,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1857,  while  his  wife  died  in  1852. 
They  were  loyal  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rain  church.  Their  children  were :  Lucinda, 
the  wife  of  W.  McClellan;  Margaret,  the 
wife  of  R.  Pearson;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  T. 
Taylor;  Jane,  the  wufe  of  E.  Taylor;  Eliza- 
beth, who  remained  single;  Morrison,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years ;  Abigail, 
the  wife  of  W.  Cool;  Sarah,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years;  Louisa,  the  wife 
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of  Mr.  Matthews;  David,  a  physician,  who 
died  in  llhnois;  W.  J.,  who  died  from 
wonnds  received  in  the  war  of  the  RebelHcju, 
and  left  a  wife  and  li\e  children;  and  Jcjhii 
M.,  who  also  served  in  the  Union  army  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war. 

After   their    marriage    Air.     and     Mrs. 
Matthews   located   upon   his    father's   farm, 
and  there,  in  connection  with  the  develop- 
ment and  improvement  of  his  fields,  he  fol- 
lowed   carpentering.       Subsequently     they 
lived  for  a  few  years  elsewhere,  but  after- 
ward  returned   to   the  old   homestead,   and 
Mr.  Matthews  erected  a  home  on  a  plat  of 
ground  given  him  by  his  father,  there  re- 
maining until  1 864, when  he  traded  his  home 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Fremont  county.     This  quarter-section  has 
since  been   his  place   of   residence.      When 
he  took  possession  seventy  acres  had  l)een 
broken  and  a  small  cabin  built,  while  a  fence 
had  also  been  constructed  around  the  tract. 
It  was  in  the  fall  of  1864  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Matthews  came  to  Iowa,  and  through  the 
thirty-seven  years   which   have   since   come 
and  gone  he  has  been  a  well  known  repre- 
sentative of  the  farming  and  stock-raising 
interests  of  this  portion  of  the  state.     His 
place  is  now   very  valuable,    for  the   fields 
have   been   highly   cultivated   and    excellent 
modern   improvements    have    been    added. 
Mr.   Matthews  has  also  purchased  another 
improved  farm  which  he  rents.     Since  com- 
ing   to  the  county  he  has  also  worked   at 
his  trade  to  some  extent,  taking  contracts 
for  the  erection  of  various  buildings,  includ- 
ing school-houses  and  residences. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews 
has  been  blessed  with  eight  children  :  David, 
who,  when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  en- 
listed   in    the    Eighty-first    Iowa    Regiment 


and  died  at  Chattanooga;  Frank,  a  farmer 
of  Walnut  township;  Mary  A.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  W  .  \'ancuren  and  after  his  death 
married  John  Porter ;  Abigail,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Isa  D.   15.,  now  the  wife  of  L. 
Gammon;  So[)hia  j.,  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam   Strunk;    William   A.,    a    farmer;   and 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  J.  j.  McMullen.  In  liij 
political  views  Mr.  Matthews  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  unswerving  in  his  advocacy  of 
the  principles  oi  the  party,  f(M"  whose  inter- 
ests he  has  labored  untiringly  in  many  ways. 
He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  in 
other  township  offices.     During  the  Rebel- 
lion he  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  ad- 
ministration and   participated   in   the  chase 
after  Morgan,  when  the  latter  made  his  fa- 
mous raid  through  Indiana  and  Ohio.     Of 
the   Methodist   Episcopal   cliurch    he   is   an 
earnest  and  faithful  member  and  formerly 
took  a  very  active  part  in  church  and  3i-iii- 
day-school  w'ork,  serving  as  an  exhorter  and 
class-leader.      He   and   his   wife   ha\"e   now 
traveled    life's   journey   together    for   more 
than  fifty-six  years.   They  are  well  preserved 
people  and   now   in    the  evening  of    their 
days  can  enjo}-  the   fruits  oi  a   successful 
career.     Througii   the  years  of   their   resi- 
dence in  Iowa  they  have  won  the  unquali- 
fied  regard   and   confidence   of   those   with 
whom  they  have  been  associated,  for  their 
lives  have  ever  been  in  harmony  with  up- 
rig'ht  principles. 


DAVID  M.  STORY. 

David  Miron  Story,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  near  Sidney,  Iowa,has  from 
pioneer  days  been  identified  with  the  settle- 
ment, growth  and  development  of  Fremont 
county.     He  came  here  at  an  early  period  in 
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its  history  and  as  the  years  have  passed  has 
borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  public  prog- 
ress and  improvement.  He  was  born  in 
New  York,  January  21,  1831,  and  his  par- 
ents, David  and  Ahnira  (Fairbanks)  Story, 
were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state  and 
were  descended  from  old  English  families 
that  were  founded  in  New  England  in  co- 
lonial days.  Among  the  ancestors  were  sev- 
eral who  participated  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution, including  four  men  of  the  Fairbanks 
family. 

David  Story,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  the  Empire  state 
and  learned  the  hatter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  a  number  of  years  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  himself  and  family.  He  was  for 
some  time  a  resident  of  Genesee  county, 
New  York,  where  he  died  in  1835.  He  was 
a  conservative  and  worthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  had  two  sons,  D.  M., 
of  this  review,  and  L.  D.  F.  Story.  The 
latter  came  to  Fremont  county  in  1856,  and, 
braving  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  he  pur- 
chased land  and  improved  a  farm,  making 
his  home  in  this  locality  throughout  his  re- 
maining days.  He  died  February  26,  1884, 
leaving  seven  children.  After  the  death  of 
her  first  husband  Mrs.  Story  became  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Stephens,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
who  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Story.  With  his  wife  and  her 
family  he  soon  aftervrard  remo\-ed  to  \Va- 
bash  county,  Indiana,  where  he  entered  land 
from  the  government  and  improved  a  farm, 
which  was  situated  near  the  present  site  of 
the  town  of  Manchester.  The  village  was 
not  founded,  however,  at  that  time,  but  was 
subsequ'ently  platted  and  the  town  was  there 
developed.  The  family  remained  upon  the 
farm  for  many  years  and  the  mother  died 


there  in  1850.  In  1856  Mr.  Stephens  sold 
the  homestead  and  removed  to  Fremont 
county,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild 
land,  spending  his  remaining  days  thereon, 
his  death  occurring  in  1863.  He  lived  an 
honest,  upright  and  useful  life  and  never 
aspired  to  public  office,  although  he  served 
for  a  number  of  years  as  justice  of  the  peace 
while  living  in  Indiana.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
.  Stephens  were  born  five  children:  Joseph,  a 
prominent  farmer  and  ex-treasurer  of  Fre- 
mont county;  Jacob  H.,  a  farmer  and  also 
an  expert  in  the  line  of  bee  culture,  who 
became  a  lecturer  on  phrenology,  in  which 
science  he  was  well  versed,  died  at  the  old 
homestead,  leaving  five  children ;  Margaret 
R.,  wdio  resides  in  Kansas,  and  is  the  widow 
of  C.  Beauchamp,  who  died  in  1863,  while 
serving  'liis  country  in  the  Union  army, 
and  left  two  children;  Martha,  the  wife  of 
F.  Coffin,  a  minister  of  the  Quaker  church, 
residing  in  Kansas ;  and  Lucv,  the  wife  of 
E.  Richards,  and  living  in  Fremont  county. 
The  parents  were  worthy  Christian  people, 
holding  membership  in  the  United  Brethren 
church. 

D.  M.  Story  was  only  four  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  ac- 
companied his  mother  and  stepfather  on 
their  removal  to  Indiana  and  assisted  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  seventeen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  an'  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  cabinet-maker's  and  car- 
penter's trades.  When  his  term  had  expired 
he  served  as  a  journeyman  for  a  while,  after 
which  he  turned  his  attention  to  merchandis- 
ing in  Manchester,  Indiana,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  business  until  1857,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  stock  of  goods  and  came  to 
Fremont  county,  Iowa.  Soon  afterward  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  wild   land   in   Sidney 
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townsliii)  and  iiiii)rt)ve(l  a  farm,  upon  wliicli 
liis  tamil}'  remained  for  iwenty-two  years 
During"  tliat  time  he  carried  ou  merchandis- 
ing- in  Riverton  and  later  in  Sichiey,  being 
a  representatixe  of  commercial  interests  in 
this  C(3unty  tor  se\enteen  years.  I  le  was  also 
extensively  engaged  in  trading  and  ])ur- 
chased  se\'eral  tracts  of  unimpro\ed  land, 
■which  he  ini])roved  and  afterward  sold. 

In  i8Sj  he  disposed  of  the  homestead 
farm  and  removed  his  family  to  Sidney, 
where  he  established  a  general  mercantile 
store,  conducting  the  same  with  success  until 
1893.  when  he  disposed  of  the  jjlace  and  re- 
moved to  his  farm  near  Farragut.  That 
property  he  also  sold  at  a  later  date  and 
again  spent  one  year  in  Sidney,  after  which 
he  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  farm  \vhidli; 
is  now  his  home.  He  had  owned  the  prop- 
erty iov  some  time  and  had  tra'nsformed 
it  from  a  tract  of  wild  ])rairie  into  richly 
cultivated  fields.  On  taking  u])  liis  abode 
here  he  remodeled  and  enlarged  the  house, 
which  occupies  an  excellent  building  site, 
commanding  a  magnificent  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  of  the  well-tilled  fields 
of  his  own  place  and  of  the  many  excellent 
improvements  there  to  be  seen.  The  home 
is  conveniently  located  four  miles  north  of 
Ri\-erton  and  there  Mv.  Story  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  for- 
merly fed  cattle  and  hogs  on  an  extensive 
scale,  but  has  now  relinquished  that  branch 
of  his  business  in  order  to  give  his  entire 
attention  to  his  farm. 

Mr.  Story  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Amelia  Hogmire,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  county.  Maryland.  September 
-7'  1835,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Amelia 
(Grosh)  Hogmire,  both  of  whom  were  na- 


tives of  Maryland  and  were  of  German  de- 
scent. In  1848  they  removed  to  Wabash 
county,  Indiana,  and  the  father,  who  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  there  carried  on  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  devoting  his  life  t(j  the 
work  of  the  farm  until  1874.  when  he  was 
called  to  his  final  rest.  His  wife  passed  away 
April  10,  1855,  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  of  wdiich  she  was  a  member.  Mr. 
Hogmire  held  membership  in  the  Christian 
church.  They  had  eleven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Ann  M.,  the  wife  of  A.  Simpson; 
Frederick,  who  is  living  in  Indiana;  David, 
Samuel,  Catherine,  Isabel  and  Rebecca,  all 
of  whom  died  in  childhood ;  Amelia,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Story;  Prudence;  Philena,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  and  Alary, 
who  died  in  childhood. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Story  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children,  namely: 
Thomas  B.,  who  resides  in  Sidney;  Charles 
F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years :  Clar- 
ence F.,  who  is  with  his  parents  on  the  old 
homestead;  ]Miron  Oliver,  a  merchant  of 
Riverton;  and  Jacob  \\'..  who  is  at  home. 
In  religious  belief  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Story  are 
Methodists,  holding  membership  in  the 
church  and  doing  everything  in  their  power 
for  the  advancement  and  adoption  of  its 
cause.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Story  serxed  as  first  sergeant  and  lieutenant 
in  the  state  guard  from  1861  until  1865. 
He  has  ever  been  a  strong  and  influential 
Republican  and  has  creditably  filled  many 
township  offices.  He  served  as  township 
trustee,  as  the  president  of  the  board  of 
health  ami  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 
He  is  enterprising  and  public  spirited,  a  good 
neighbor  and  faithful  friend,  and  is  char- 
itable to  the  poov  and  needy. 
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WILLIAM  LEEKA. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  one  whose 
history  touches  the  pioneer  epoch  in  the 
annals  of  Iowa,  whose  clays  have  been  a 
component  part  of  that  indissoluble  chain 
which  linked  the  early,  formative  period 
with  the  latter-day  progress  and  prosperi- 
ty. Fifty-two  years  have  passed  since  he 
came  to  the  county  and  cast  his  lot  with 
the  pioneer  settlers  who  lived  on  the  prai- 
ries that  were  still  largely  in  possession  of 
the  government,  while  the  timber  tracts 
stood  in  their  primitive  strength  and  the 
work  of  progress  and  development  was 
scarcely  begun.  Mr.  Leeka  is  to-day  one 
of  the  most  prominent,  successful  and  ex- 
tensive land-owners  and  agriculturists  of 
Green  township,  Fremont  country,  his  home 
being  on  section  30. 

He  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio, 
June  14,  1830,  and  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  Germany,  His 
grandfather,  Christian  Leeka,  was  a  native 
of  Germany  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
British  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revo-' 
lution,  and  when  peace  was  declared  he 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Virginia,  where  he 
married  ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Armantrout,  who 
also  was  of  German  lineage.  They  removed 
to  Ohio,  becoming  early  settlers  of  that  state, 
and  there  thev  made  their  home  throughout 
their  remaining  days  as  residents  of  Clin- 
ton county.  They  lived  on  military  land 
and  were  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
They  had  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  married  and  lo- 
cated in  Clinton  county.  One  uncle  and 
aunt  afterward  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
they  reared  families  and  became  successful 


residents  of  the  community.  The  grand-t 
father  of  our  subject  died  when  about  sevi 
enty  years  of  age,  but  his  widow  reached 
the  very  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
years.  Both  sleep  in  Clinton  county,  the 
grandfather  having  been  buried  in  tha 
Sharp  cemetery.  Mr.  Leeka  has  visited 
his  grave,  thus  paying  a  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  his  honored  ancestor. 

John  Leeka,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  lx)rn  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia, 
February  22,  1802,  and  when  he  had 
reached  man's  estate  he  wedded  ]Miss  Sarah 
Carter,  who  was  born  in  Greene  county, 
Tennessee,  December  5,  1805,  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Nancy  (Antrim)  Carter,  al- 
so of  Tennessee.  On  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  side  they  were  of  Irish  lineage. 
Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Carter  had  eight  children  who 
reached  years  of  maturity,  namely :  God- 
frey, a  farmer  of  Clinton  county,  Ohio, 
who  was  accid-entally  shot  in  a  deer  hunt; 
Hugh,  who  died  in  Pike  county,  Illinois, 
about  1845,  soon  after  locating  there;  Mrs. 
Leeka;  and  Hannah,  Nancy,  IMary  Ann, 
Rachael  and  Elizabeth.  The  parents  of 
William  Leeka  were  married  in  1827,  and 
they  had  but  two  children.  David,  the  one 
besides  our  subject,  was  born  February  9, 
1829,  and  is  still  living,  with  his  brother. 
He  was  injured  in  a  gristmill  in  1875  and 
this  has  affected  his  mind.  He  has  a  family 
of  six  children. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  the  parents  re- 
moved from  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  to  Van 
Buren  county,  Iowa,  making  the  journey 
down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  the  Mississippi 
and  Des  jMoines  rivers,  bringing  with  them 
some  household  goods  and  one  horse.  The 
father  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
acres  of  land  from  a  squatter,  to  whom  he 
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paid  six  hundred  dollars,  and  later,  at  a 
public  sale,  he  purchased  this  (juarter  sec- 
tion for  two  hundred  dollars.  Afterward 
he  Ijoug'ht  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  of  a  settler,  thus  becoming  the  owner 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  divided 
into  two  parts,  lie  was  a  prosperous  farm- 
er, being  numl)ercd  among  the  well-to-do 
men  of  his  day.  The  country  was  then 
new  and  the  settlers  were  widely  scattered. 
The  Indians  still  living  in  the  state  made 
their  way  down  the  river  in  canoes.  The 
father  served  as  a  school  director,  but  he 
did  not  seek  political  honors.  He  and  his 
wife  were  earnest  Christian  people  and  held 
membership  in  the  church  of  the  Latter 
Day  Saints.  In  1846  they  sold  their  prop- 
erty in  eastern  Iowa,  at  a  small  profit,  and 
removed  to  Holt  county,  Missouri,  in  1847, 
the  father  having  rented  a  farm  there  for 
a  year. 

In  November,  1848,  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Fremont  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
from  the  government,  at  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter  per  acre.  The  first  winter  was 
passed  in  an  old  log  iKjuse  south  of  the 
present  homestead,  and  during  that  season 
the  father,  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons, 
cut  and  hauled  the  hewed  logs  which  were 
used  in  building  their  house  in  the  spring. 
It  was  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet  and  a  story 
and  a  half  in  height,  and  when  it  was  com- 
pleted the  family  took  up  their  abode  there- 
in. Subsequently  the  father  purchased  an 
additional  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre, 
so  that  the  home  farm  comprised  four  \\\x\\^ 
dred  acres.  The  mother  died  June  30, 
1880,  when  about  eighty-two  years  of  age^ 
and  the  father  died  on  the  loth  of  January, 
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1892,  forty-two  days  before  liis  ninetieth 
birthday.  They  retained  their  mental  and 
physical  faculties  unimpaired  to  the  last, 
and  they  now  rest  in  the  Thnnn.in  ceme- 
tery. 

Mr.  Leeka  antl  his  brother  were  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  began  in  the  milling  business  with 
liis  father  and  brother.  They  built  a  water- 
power  mill  on  the  farm  on  Plum  creek,  in 
1849,  ^"tl  <Ji<-l  the  custom  grinding  for  a 
large  section.  Many  of  the  patrons  came 
fr(jm  a  long  distance  on  horseback  or  with 
ox  teams.  The  mill  was  a  burr-stone  mill, 
and  in  addition,  in  1857,  a  sawmill  was 
erected,  containing  a  circular  saw  of  tifty- 
two  inches.  The  two  mills  were  operated 
until  1878,  when  the  gristmill  was  discon- 
tinued, .but  the  sawmill  was  in  use  until 
1890.  The  old  frame  residence  which  was 
so  long  the  abode  of  the  family  is  now 
used  as  a  oranarv,  and  has  been  a  silent 
witness  of  the  progress  of  the  county  since 
1859.  The  ruins  of  the  log  house  were  torn 
down  in   1899. 

On  the  28th  of  August.  1873,  Mr. 
Leeka  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ra- 
chel S.  Seward,  of  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa,  a  daughter  of  B.  P.  and  Nancy  (Car- 
ter) Seward,  the  mother  being  a  sister  o£ 
Mr.  Leeka's  mother.  Six  children  have 
been  l)orn  unto  them,  and  all  are  yet  living: 
Roy  Bismarck,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Lincoln  Normal  School,  of  Nebraska,  and 
now  owns  and  operates  a  gristmill  in  Thur- 
man;  ^^ladison,  who  is  married  and  follows 
farming  near  Thurman;  Clarence  Oliver,  al- 
.so  a  graduate  of  the  Lincoln  Normal  School, 
who  now  has  charge  of  a  gristmill  in  Okla- 
homa; Lorena.  a  student  in  the  Drake  Uni- 
versitv    at   Des    Moines;    Sadie,    attending 
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school  in  Thiirman ;  and  Jay  D.,  the  young- 
est of  the  family,  also  a  student  in  the  schools 
of  Thurman. 

]\Ir.  Leeka  is  independent  in  his  political 
affiliations,  but  was  one  of  the  original  sup- 
porters of  the  Republican  party  in  Fremont 
county.     He  was  the  first  township  clerk  of 
Scott  township  and  was  a  county  commis- 
sioner   for    three    consecutive    years.      He 
served   as  a  justice  of  the  peace   for   two- 
years.     He  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
in  the  reorganized  church  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  which  he  has  been 
an  elder.     In  October,  1892,  Mr.  Leeka  be- 
gan  the  erection  of   his   fine  home,   which 
was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1893,  and 
in  April  he  took  up  his  abode  therein,  re- 
moving from  the  old  frame  house  into  his 
elegant  residence,  which  is  attractive  in  arch- 
itecture, neat  and    tasteful    in    adornment, 
both  on  the  exterior  and  in  the  interior.     It 
is   forty-six  by  forty  feet  and  the  ceilings 
are  ten  and  eight  and  a  half  feet.    The  build- 
ing is  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  dormi- 
tory.    It  is  a  very  substantial  frame  and  is 
located  on  a  fine  elevation,  against  a  bluff 
which  has  been  walled  up  sixteen  or  eighteen 
feet  with  brick.     There  are  two  large  cel- 
lars in  the  bluff,  and  every  convenience  of 
modern  times  is  found  in  the  home.     The 
building  faces  south  and  east,  and  is  one  of 
the  finest  and  best  farm  houses  in  Iowa.    In 
addition  to  his  home  farm  Mr.  Leeka  owns 
extensive  landed  interests   in  low'a,   Texas 
and  Oklahoma,  having  thirty-two  hundred 
acres  in  this  state,  which  is  in  Fremont  coun- 
ty.     He  also  owns   fourteen   hundred   and 
fifty  acres  in  Kansas,  and  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Oklahoma.    The  work  of  the 
farm  is  now  carried  on  by  tenants,  which 
enables  him  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  former 


toil.  He  inherited  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  from  his  father,  but  other  tlian  this  he 
has  acquired  his  possessions  entirely  through 
his  own  efforts.  His  business  efforts  have 
been  commendable  and  irreproachable,  and 
his  example  should  serve  as  a  source  of  inspi- 
ration to  others.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
farmers  of  Fremont  county  and  stands  high 
in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  men,  justly 
meriting  the  warm  regard  in  ^^"hich  he  is 
held. 


M.  F.  COOLLY. 

If  those  who  claim  that  fortune  has  fa- 
vored certain  individuals  above  others  will 
but  investigate  the  cause  of  success  and  fail- 
ure, it  will  be  found  that  the  former  is  large- 
ly due  to  the  improvement  of  opportunity, 
the  latter  to  neglect  of  it.  Fortunate  environ- 
ments encompass  nearly  e\"ery  man  at  some 
stage  in  his  career,  but  the  strong  man  and 
the  successful  man  is  he  who  realizes  that 
the  proper  moment  has  come,  that  the  pres- 
ent and  not  the  future  holds  his  opportunity. 
The  man  \vho  makes  use  of  the  Now  and 
not  the  To  Be  is  the  one  who  passes  on  the 
highway  of  life  others  who  have  started  out 
ahead  of  him  and  reaches  the  goal  of  pros- 
perity far  in  advance  of  them.  It  is  this 
quality  in  Mr.  Cooley  that  has  made  him 
a  leader  in  the  business  world  and  won  him 
a  name  with  industrial  interests  that  is  wide- 
ly known. 

Mr.  Cooley  came  to  Fremont  count}-  in 
1865,  during  his  boyhood.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  native  sons  of  the  Hawkeye  state, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Centerville,  iii 
Appanoose  county,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
185 1,  his  father,  A.  W.  Cooley,  being  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  and  promi- 
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nent  business  men  of  that  localilv.  Tn  the 
year  1865  he  came  with  his  family  to  Fre- 
mont county,  where  he  cui^af^cd  in  deahn^ 
in  grain  and  stock.  cair\ing  on  lousiness  w  iili 
good  success  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
i'.i  1S92,  when  he  was  sixty-one  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  was 
of  English  descent.  His  father,  S.  E. 
Cooler,  however,  was  an  Indiana  farmer, 
and  upon  the  old  family  homestead  in  the 
Hoosier  state  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eight 
ecn  years,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Ap- 
panoose county,  Iowa,  his  home  being  near 
Centerville.  In  that  locality  he  married  Abi- 
gail Cox,  a  representative  of  a  well-known 
and  influential  family.  She  was  to  him  a 
most  excellent  wife,  to  her  children  a  de- 
voted mother,  and  to  her  neighbors  a  kind 
and  loyal  friend.  She  w-as  loved  by  all  for 
her  goodness  of  heart,  and  at  her  death, 
Avhich  occurred  in  189 1,  many  mourned 
her  loss.  Unto  Mr.  and  Airs.  A.  W.  Cooley 
were  born  seven  children,  lour  of  whom  are 
3-et  li\ing,  namely:  M.  F.,  of  this  review; 
J.  E.,  who  is  living  in  Belgrade,  Nebraska, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  ])usiness; 
W.  I.,  who  is  connected  with  mining-  in- 
terests  in  Colorado;  and  W.  S.,  who  is  in- 
terested in  mining  and  also  in  a  Spanish 
ranch  in  California.  One  son,  S.  A.,  and 
two  daughters,  Sarah  E.  and  Alira,  have 
passed  away,  Saraih  having  been  six  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death,  while  Mira 
attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  was  a  Republican  in 
his  political  faith  and  ga\c  an  unwavering 
support  to  the  principles  of  the  party.  He 
held  membership  in  the  IVIethodist  church, 
took  an  active  part  in  its  work  and  did  all 
in  his  power  to  promote  the  moral  interest;? 


(jf  the  community.  He  enjoyed  the  con- 
lldence  and  respect  of  all  with  wIkmii  he  was 
associated,  and  through  thirty-five  years  the 
name  of  Co(;ley  has  been  honorably  connect- 
ed with  the  histcjry  of  Fremont  countv. 

Mr.  Cooley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  reared  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm  and  attended  the  public  schools,  also 
l)roadening  his  knowledge  through  practical 
experience,  reading  and  observation.  His 
business  training  was  received  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  father  in  connection  with  the 
grain  and  stock  trade.  In  early  manhood 
he  spent  ten  years  in  the  far  west  in  the 
mines  and  upon  a  ranch.  He  visited  Mon- 
tana, Colorado,  Wyoming,  Xevada  and 
Texas  and  became  familiar  with  all  phases 
of  life  in  that  portion  of  the  country.  It 
was  a  valuable  experience,  teaching  him  to 
become  independent  and  self-reliant.  In  that 
way  he  gained  a  start  hi  life,  and  ujxjn  his 
return  to  Fremont  county,  about  1877,  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  cattle  raising.  He 
was  also  connected  with  the  drug  trade  for 
some  years  and  was  actively  interested  in 
the  organization  and  establishment  of  the 
Hamburg  Banking  Company."  He  became 
one  of  its  leading  stockholders  and  the  vice- 
l)resident,  and  has  since  been  connected  with 
the  institution,  the  success  of  which  is  due 
in  no  small  degree  to  his  efforts,  for  he  has 
a  wide  acquaintance  and  all  know  him  to  be 
a  reliable  and  substantial  business  man.  The 
public  has  therefore  given  him  its  patronage, 
and  the  business  of  the  bank  has  constantly 
increased  in  \-olume  and  importance  until 
the  concern  has  become  a  very  paying  one. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Cooley 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  Alann, 
a  lady  of  intelligence  and  good  family,  who 
at  that  time  was  living  in  Atchison  county. 
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]\Iissouri.  She  was  born  in  Nemaha  coun- 
ty, Nebraska,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Missouri  and  Iowa.  Her  parents  were 
A.  C.  and  Sarah  (\\^orkman)  Mann,  early 
settlers  of  that  state,  coming  to  Fremont 
county  in  1845.  ^iito  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooley 
have  been  born  four  children :  Maud  S.  and 
Grace  Mary,  who  are  at  home;  Milton,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years ;  and  a  daugh- 
ter who  died  in  infancy. 

Socially  Mr.  Cooley  is  connected  with  a 
imber  of  organizations.      He    is    a    very 
prominent  Mason,  belonging    to    the    blue 
lodge  and   chapter  of   Rockport.    Missouri, 
to   the   council   of   Maryville,    Missouri,    to 
Brule   Commandery,    K.    T.,   of   Red   Oak, 
Iowa,  and  to  IMoilah  Temple,  of  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri.     In  his  political  affiliations  he  is 
a  stalwart  Democrat,  earnest  in  his  advo- 
cacy of  party  principles,  and  for  six  years 
he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil in  Hamburg.     He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
many   conventions,    including   county,    con- 
gressional and  state,  and  does  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  growth  and  insure  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party.      He  is  a  man    of    fine 
physique,  five  feet,  ten  and  a  half  inches  in 
height  and  weighing  two  hundred  pounds. 
Mentally,  also,  he  is  a  strong  man,  of  ex- 
cellent judgment,  fair  in  his  views  and  high- 
ly honorable  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fel- 
low men.     His  manner  is  frank.,  genial  and 
cordial.       He    enjoys    out-door  sports,   es- 
peciall}'-  hunting,  and  as  opportunity  offers 
indulges  his  taste  in  that  direction. 


MRS.  MARY  A.  BAGLEY. 

Mrs.  Mar}^  A.  Bagley  is  the  widow,  of 
P.  ^I.  Bagley.  From  a  very  early  period 
in  the  development  of  Fremont  county  the 


name  of  Bagley  has  figured  conspicuously 
on  the  pages  of  its  history,  especially  in  the 
work  of  reclaiming  the  wild  lands  for  pur- 
poses of  civilization.  Mrs.  Baglev  has  al- 
ways resided  in  the  Mississippi  valley. 

She  is  a  'native  of  Hancock  countv,  Illi- 
nois, born  April  5,  1846,  her  parents  being 
Nathan    and    Ruby    (Abbott)    Biddlecome. 
Her  parents  were  residents    of    Ohio    but 
were  married  in  Illinois.     Her  father's  par- 
ents were  Kentucky  people  of  German  line- 
age, and  on  leaving  New  England  took  up 
their  abode  in  tlie  Buckeye  state,  where  they 
followed  farming.     Nathan  Biddlecome  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  remained  un- 
til after  he  had  attained  his  majority.     He 
also  went  with  his  parents  to  Missouri  and 
later  returned  with  them  to  Illinois,  where 
he  was  married.     Subsecjuently  he  removed 
to  Iowa,  settling  in  Cedar  county,  where  he 
remained  until  1850,  when,  attracted  to  Cali- 
fornia by  the  discovery  of  gold,  he  started 
across    the   plains   with   his    family.      They 
had  traveled  as  far  as  Council  Bluffs  when 
smallpox  broke  out  among  them  a'nd  as  soon 
as  able  he  returned  to  Cedar  county,  contin- 
uing at  his  old  home  there  for  three  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  started 
for  Nebraska,  but  after  reaching  ^Missouri 
made  a  location  in  that  state  and  did  not 
resume  his  journey  to  Nebraska  until  two 
years  had  passed.     However,  he  arri\-ed  in 
the  latter  state  i'n   1854  and  cast  in  his  lot 
with   the   pioneers   of   Brownville,    remain- 
ing there  until   1857,  when  he  removed  to 
Pawnee  count}-  and   located   a   land   claim, 
upon  which  he  made  some  improvements. 

In  1 861.  however,  he  sold  that  property 
and  came  to  Fremont  countv,  where  again 
he  lived  among  frontier  people  and  experi- 
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enced  all  the  hanlships  of  pioneer  life.     l*ur- 
chasing"  a  tract  of  unimprox-ed  land,  lie  hej^an 
the   arduons   task    of    trans forniin.u'    it    into 
cultivated   fields,   and   his     lal)ors     were    at 
length   attended   with   prosperity.       lie    l)e- 
came  one  of  the  leading,  infiuential  and  sue- 
cessfnl    farmers  of  his  community  and   re- 
mainetl  u]K)n  the  old  homestead  until  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty,  h.aving  since    lived   among-    his   chil- 
dren, spending  much  of  his  time  in  the  home 
of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bagley.     He  has  heeii 
actively  associated  with  the  development  and 
progress  of  this  portion  of  the  state  and  has 
lived  to  see  its  wild  lands  transformed  into' 
beautiful  homes  and  farms,  while  the  county 
has  become  settled  with  a  prosperous    and 
contented  people.     Land  values  have  contin- 
ually increased  and  labor  now  l)rings  a  good 
return.     Mr.  Biddlecome  has  long  been  an 
•earnest  and  faithful  memljer  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  and   its  teachings   ha\e   found 
exemplification  in  his  honorable  career.    His 
wife  died  January   13.   1897.  niourned  bv  a 
large  circle  of  friends.     She  was  a  daughter 
of  Rufus  Abbott,  who  was  of  sturdy  Xew 
England  ancestry.     His  people  were  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  followed  farming.     The 
children   of  the  Biddlecome    family    were: 
Rebecca,  Nathan.  Ashley,  Jane,  Joseph  and 
George.     Unto  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Xatlian  Bid- 
dlecome were  born  \n-c  cliildren  :  Mrs.  Claris- 
sa Kelley;  Mrs.  Bagley;  Minerva,  the  wife 
of  Tra  Ames;  Margaret,  wife  of  F.  \\'hce]er , 
and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  J.  Xewell. 

Mrs.  Bagley,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  was  born  in  Blinois  and  accompanied 
her  parents  on  their  various  removals,  com- 
ing with  the  family  to  Fremont  count v  in 
iSCu.  She  assisted  her  mother  in  the  house 
work  and  other  such  duties  until  1864,  when 


she  ga\e   her  hand   in   marriage  to   P.   M. 
Bagley.     He  was  born  near  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
on  Christmas  day  of  1835,  and  died  on  the 
old  lujmestead  in  Fremont  county.  February 
23,  1899.     Reared  in  Ohio,  he  was  descend- 
ed from  an  honorefl  Xew  England  family, 
his  people  having  been  valued  pioneer  settlers 
of  Cuyahoga  county.  Ohio.     They  emigrat- 
ed westward  when  the  Buckeye  state  was  an 
aliuost  unbroken  wilderness  and  Cleveland 
was  a  village  composed  of  a   few  houses. 
The  Indians  were  yet  numerous  and  roamed 
at   will  over  the  country.     The  parents  of 
Mr.  Baglev  were  Russia  and  Rebecca  (Xew- 
ell)    Bagley.   the   former  a  native  of   \'er- 
mont  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.      Be- 
fore  his. marriage   the   former  removed   to 
Ohio  and  the  latter  went  to  that  state  with 
her  parents.    His  father  and  the  family  after 
ward  became  residents  of  Ohio  and  all  set- 
tled in  Cuyahoga  county,  where  land  wa.s 
entered  from  the  government  and  farms  im- 
proved.    All   of  the  representatives  of  the 
familv  of  the  older  generations  died  in  Ohio. 
Russia  Bagley  served  in  the  war  of   181 2, 
and  throughout  his  life  carried  on  agricult- 
ural pursuits.     His  brothers  were;  George, 
a  physician,  who  died  in  the  Buckeye  state; 
Xathaniel.  deceased  farmer  of  Putnam  coun- 
ty. Ohio;  Parley,  who  lived  in  Minnesota; 
and  his  sister  was  Ruth,  now  deceased.   The 
parents   were   members    of    the    Methodist 
church.     The  children  of  the  Xewell  fam- 
ilv were;  Polly,  who  became  Mrs.   Eilgel ; 
Rebecca,  who  became  the  mother  of  P.  M. 
Baglev;  Mrs.  Adelia  Colbv;  Tohn.  wh«^  died 
in   Buchanan  county.   Iowa;     Mrs.     bJnn'ra 
Baker,  of  Fremont  ccnmty ;  and  (ieorge.  a 
farmer  and  broom  manufacturer. 

Russia  Bagley.  the  father-in-law  of  Mrs. 
Bagley  of  this  review,  was  the  second  of  the 
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family  of  children  to  which  he  helono-ed. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  upon  a  farm 
in  Ohio,  but  subsequently  exchanged  that 
property  for  four  hundred  acres  i'n  Fremont 
county.  He  had  not  seen  the  land  at  the 
time  of  the  purchase  and  found  it  was  not 
very  valuable,  but  it  has  since  been  drained 
and  thereby  has  been  made  very  productive. 
In  1859  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  place, 
his  home  being  a  short  distance  west  of 
Randolph,  and  with  characteristic  energy  he 
began  cultivating  and  improving  the  fields, 
meeting  with  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity. 
He  afterward  purchased  land  on  Deer  creek 
and  improved  a  second  farm,  upon  which  he 
spent  his  remainiirg  days,  his  death  there  oc- 
curring November  17,  1885.  when  he  had 
attained  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  He  was  well  preserved  and  a 
few  days  before  his  demise  walked  to  the 
polls  and  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  enjoyed 
the  esteem  of  all  his  fellow  townsmen  b}' 
reason  of  his  honor  and  integrity.  His  wife 
survived  him  and  passed  away  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs,.  Clark.  December  26, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  They 
were  earnest  Christian  people,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  church.  'Mr.  Bag- 
ley  was  twice  married,  his  first  union  being 
with  a  Miss  Toman,  by  whom  he  had  six 
children :  Mrs.  Helen  Marble ;  Mrs.  Elemath 
Link,  who  died  in  Indiana;  Mrs.  Margaret 
Robe;  William  and  Joseph,  who  died  in 
Ohio ;  and  Lucina,  now  of  Missouri.  By 
his  second  marriage  Russia  Bagley  also  had 
eight  children:  P.  M.,  now  deceased;  Mary, 
who  became  the  Avife  of  O.  A.  Clark  and 
died  in  Fremont  county;  Amy,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  William  Rube;  A.  G.,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Fremont  county;  and 


Fann3\  the  wife  of  Mr.  David  Shultz,  also 
an  agriculturist  in  Mills  county.  Christina 
died  in  infancy,  also  an  infant  son  and 
Elvaretta. 

^Vith  his  father  and  the  family  P.  M. 
Bagley  came  to  Fremont  county  in  1859, 
and  from  his  father  he  secured  some  land, 
which  he  improved,  thus  making  a  start  in 
business  life  on  a  small  scale.  After  his 
marriage,  in  1864,  he  located  upon  his  land, 
and  for  thirty-five  years  he  and  his  wife 
fought  the  battle  of  life  together,  beginning 
when  the  country  \\-as  new  and  hard  labor 
lay  before  all  who  wished  to  make  homes 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  Prosperity, 
however,  attended  their  efforts,  and  with  one 
exception  they  became  the  largest  tax-payers 
in  the  county.  For  many  years  Mr.  Bagley 
was  a  rather  frail  man,  but  his  wife  was 
strong  and  well,  and  proved  to  him  a  most 
able  assistant  and  companion,  becoming  his 
confidential  adviser  in  all  matters  of  busi- 
ness. 

As  he  acquired  some  capital  he  purchased. 
stock,  believing  that  stock-raising  would 
prove  a  profitable  industry,  as  the  broad 
and  unclaimed  prairies  of  Iowa  offered  ex- 
cellent pasturage.  Ultimately  he  became  one 
of  the  most  extensive  stock-raisers  and  deal- 
ers in  this  portion  of  the  country,  was  recog- 
nized as  an  excellent  judge  of  stock  and 
seldom  erred  even  in  the  slightest  degree  in 
making  his  purchases.  His  ability  as  a  finan- 
cier was  widely  known  and  his  executive 
force  enabled  him  to  carry  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion  whatever  he  undertook. 
Not  only  did  he  realize  a  handsome  profit 
from  the  products  of  the  soil  and  from  his 
stock  interests  but  also  in  later  years  through 
lending  money.  He  was  conservative,  es- 
pecially   in    discussing  his  business  affairs 
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with  friends,  relying  upon  his  own  judg- 
ment, which  was  rarely  if  ever  at  fault.  He 
found,  too.  that  his  wife's  advice  and  coun- 
sel were  very  valuable,  and  business  affairs 
were  discussed  between  them  with  mutual 
profit  and  satisfaction.  When  the  business 
depression  of  1895  occurred  and  there  was 
little  market  for  land,  Mr.  Bagley  purchased 
extensively  and  thus  l)ecame  the  possessor 
of  some  of  the  finest  farms  of  the  county, 
owning-  over  two  thousand  acres  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  All  are  now  extremely  valu- 
able and  the  Bagley  estate  is  extensive.  Add- 
ing continuallv  to  his  ])roperty,  our  subject 
thus  became  the  second  highest  tax-payer  in 
the  county. 

Xo  children  were  born  unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife,  but  the  kindness  of  their  hearts 
prompted  them  to  give  a  home  io  Miss  ^lary 
Dilts,  a  little  orphan  girl,  born  May  18, 
1875.  She  became  a  member  of  their  liouse- 
hold  when  six  years  of  age  and  has  ever 
received  from  them  the  kindest  care  and 
consideration,  and  in  return  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Bagley  have  ever  had  from  her  the  love  and 
attention  of  an  own  daughter. 

In  his  political  views  ]\lr.  Bagley  was 
an  influential  Republican,  and,  though  he 
never  sougbt  office,  he  was  always  well  in- 
formed  on  the  issues  and  (juestions  of  the 
day.  He  was  strictlv  a  business  man,  enter- 
prising, industrious  and  at  all  times  reliable. 
His  career  was  as  th.e  day,  with  its  morn- 
ing of  hope,  its  noontide  of  activity,  its  even- 
ing of  rest,  ending  in  the  grateful  quiet  of 
night.  ,\s  the  result  of  his  own  laljors  he 
was  enabled  io  enjoy  the  comforts  and  lux- 
uries of  life  and  to  provide  amply  for  his 
wife,  and  when  called  to  his  final  rest  he 
passed  away  respected  by  all  wdio  had  known 
him.      ]\lrs.    Bagley   still    controls     the     old 


homestead  and  the  estate,  and  is  a  lady  of 
superior  business  ability.  Her  long  asso- 
ciation with  her  husband  in  his  work  well 
(jualified  her  for  the  responsibilities  which 
now  dev<jlve  u|)on  her.  She  was  reared  in 
the  Christian  church,  with  which  she  has 
always  afiiliated,  yet  her  su[)port  is  not  with- 
held from  other  denominations.  Her  friends 
are  man}-  and  the  circle  is  constantly  increas- 
I  ing  by  reason  of  her  many  excelle.vt  fpiali- 
!  ties  of  head  and  heart,  which  gain  for  her 
the  respect,  confidence  and  good  will  of  all 
with  whom  she  is  associated. 


^n>^S.  HARRIET  M.  Ki:LLor.(;. 

The  owner  and  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
farms  in  Benton  township.  P'remont  county, 
Iowa,  isMrs.  Harriet  M.  Kellogg,  the  sub- 
ject of  tliis  sketch.  She  is  the  wi(low  of 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  township, 
Samuel  J.  M.  Kellogg,  who  was  born  in 
Xewington,  Hartford  county.  Connecticut, 
and  died  at  Percival,  Fremont  county,  b^wa, 
January  29.  1883.  in  the  sixty-first  year  of 
his  age.  Samuel  J.  '\\.  Kellogg  came  to 
Iowa  in  1857  and  settled  at  Gaston,  now 
Percival,  where  he  bought  eleven  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Benton  township.  Fremont 
county.  Until  the  time  of  his  death  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  although  he  did  not  till 
but  one  hundred  ar.d  sixty  acres  liimself, 
liAving  suitable  tenants  upon  different  farms. 
Mr.  Kellogg  was  a  Republican  in  bis  po- 
litical belief.  He  was  a  memljer  of  the  Con- 
PTCSfational  church  and  was  a  man  who  was 
interested  in  religious  work. 

On  March  23,  1858.  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Samuel  Kellosg  to  Miss  Harriet 
M.    Rogers,   who   was  born    in   W'aterford, 
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Connecticut,  although  she  was  reared  in  New 
London,  that  state.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Rogers  and  Ehzabeth  (Lati- 
mer) Rogers,  names  known  ah  throug'h  New 


England. 


They  reared  three  daughters  and 


two  sons.  One  of  the  sons  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years.  The  survivors  are  owe 
son,  two  dausfhters  and  INIrs.  Kellogg.    Dr. 
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Rogers  died  in  New  London.  Connecticut, 
Januarv  i,  1851.  where  he  had  been  a  sue-' 
cessful  physician  for  many  3-ears.  He  was 
closely  identified  with  the  impro\'ement  of 
New  Lpndon  and  was  respected  in  all  that 
locality.  His  lamented  death  was  caused  by 
accident,  when  he  was  but  sixty-three  years 
old.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
mart}'r  John  Rogers,  while  the  mother  of 
]\Irs.  Ivellogg  was  one  of  the  Latimers,  a 
daughter  of  Pickett  and  Eunice  (Douglass) 
Latimer.  ]\lr.  Latimer  was  connected  with 
the  West  India  trade  and  was  a  relative  of 
the  well-kr.'own  family  of  Saltonstall.  His 
father  was  a  man  of  wealth,  and  his  fine 
brick  mansion  on  the  outskirts  of  New  Lon- 
don was  burned  by  Benedict  Arnold  and  the 
British  soldiers,  September  6,  1781,  when 
New  London  was  laid  in  ashes.  The  people 
of  New  London  had  taken  their  most  val- 
able  possessions  there  for  safe  keeping. 
Ever}'  article  was  Ijurned.  The  aged  mother 
of  Mrs.  Kellogg  died  in  Hartford,  Connec- 
ticut, in  1878. 

Mrs.  Kellogg  has  two  sons.  Samuel  L.  is 
a  farmer  in  Percival,  Avhere  he  resides  upon 
a  fine  farm  with  wife  and  four  children. 
Roger  W.  resides  on  the  farm  of  eighty 
acres  upon  which  his  mother  settled  after  her 
husband's  death.  Mrs.  Kellogg  was  educat- 
ed at  Mou'.vt  Holyoke  College,  at  South  Had- 
ley,  Massachusetts.  Her  sons  have  attended 
college,  Samuel  L.  in  Oskaloosa  and  Tabor, 


and  Roger  W.  in  Tabor  and  Simpson  Col- 
leges.     The     family     is     well     represented 


throughout  the  county. 


JUDGE  L.  W,  TUBBS. 

The  name  of  Tubbs  is  so  inseparably 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  Mills  county 
tliat  this  volume  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out the  record  of  him  whose  name  heads 
this  review.  For  years  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  most  extensive  land- 
owners in  this  section  of  the  state.  Not 
only  has  he  been  prominent  in  business  af- 
fairs, l3ut  also  his  influence  and  aid  were 
ever  freely  given  in  support  of  all  worth}'- 
measures  and  movements  which  were  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  Li  his 
business  career  he  energetically  prosecuted 
his  labors  and  his  life  stands  in  exemplifi- 
cation of  what  may  be  accomplished  through 
determined  purpose  when  guided  by  sound 
judgment. 

Judge  Tubbs  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Bing- 
hamton.  New  York,  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1826.  His  father,  Nathaniel  Tubbs,  was  at 
one  time  a  member  of  congress  from  the 
Albany  district  of  New  York.  The  family 
is  of  English  lineage  and  was  founded  in 
America  previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence. Nathaniel  was  born  at  Worcesi 
ter.  New  York,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1797, 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  through- 
out his  life,  and  died  in  Ohio.  Mary  (Han- 
ford)  Tubbs,  the  mother  of  the  Judge,  was 
born  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  August  15, 
1800,  and  died  at  Malvern,  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  oh  the  19th  of  April,  1892. 
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The  Judge  spent  the  first  eleven  years 
of  his  Hfe  in  Xew  ^'ork  and  then  accom- 
panied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the 
A\'estern  Reserve,  in  Ohio.  Much  of  his 
youth  was  spent  ujjon  a  farm,  where  he  as- 
sisted in  the  lal)ors  of  field  and  mead(jw, 
liis  character  developing  naturally  and 
strongl)'  amid  the  untrammeled  life  of  the 
countr}-.  His  education  was  acipiired  in 
the  city  schools  of  Sandusky,  and  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  miller's  trade.  Six  years  later  he  went 
to  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mill- 
ing business  until  1849,  ^vhen.  attracted  by 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  he  made 
liis  way  to  the  Pacific  slope,  acting  as  the 
captain  of  a  company  of  miners  who  jour- 
neyed westward  in  search  of  fortune. 

The  strength  of  his  character  was  soon 
manifest,  and  his  ability  for  leadershi[)  was 
quickly  recognized  in  the  community,  where 
men  of  sterling  worth  by  right  take  their 
place  at  the  head  of  affairs.  He  entered 
political  life  there,  and  in  1851  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  first  legislature  of  Cali- 
fornia. In  the  summer  of  that  year  he  was, 
employed  by  the  governor  of  the  state  to 
locate  a  road  from  the  headwaters  of  the 
Sacramento  to  the  Willamette  valley  of 
Oregon,  an  enterprise  which  claimed  his 
attention  until  the  spring  of  1852.  He 
spent  the  succeeding  winter  in  the  Sand- 
Avich  islands,  which,  almost  a  half  century 
later,  were  to  become  the  property  of  the 
United   States. 

On  his  return  Judge  Tubl)s  again  took 
up  his  abode  in  Michigan  and  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  until  the  spring  of 
1856,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  on 
the  present  site  of  the  town  of  jMalvern. 
Here,  too  he  took  leadership,  and  in    1858 


was  elected  by  a  popular  vote  t)  the  oflfice 
of  udge  of  the  prtibate  court  for  Mills  coun- 
t\',  a  position  which  he  filled  with  marked 
ability  and  fidelity  until  the  oftice  was  aUM- 
ished.    I  le  was  one  of  the  first  two  men  ever 

I 

elected  on  the  l\epu1)lican  ticket  in  Mills 
county.  Throughout  the  years  that  have 
since  passed  he  has  had  considerable  influ- 
ence in  public  affairs,  yet  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  f(jr  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
time  and  energies  to  his  business  interests, 

[  which  constantly  grew  in  yolume  and  im- 
portance. Tn  May,  1861,  imbued  with  the 
martial  spirit  of  the  time,  he  organized  the 
first  cavalry  company  ever  formed  in  the 
state  and  was  elected  its  captain.  The  or- 
ganization was  formed  for  state  protection 
and  was  known  as  the  Mills  County  min- 
ute men.  A  i)eculiar  fact  connected  there- 
with is  that  this  company  has  never  been 
mustered  out. 

In  1869  Judge  Tubbs  sold  his  Malvern 
farm  and  located  in  Emerson.  However, 
he  continued  his  active  connection  with  ag- 
ricultural interests,  and  under  his  super- 
vision laroe  tracts  of  land  were  cultivated 
and  improved.  He  became  one  of  the  most 
extensive  land-owners  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  his  property  comprising  thirty-two 
hundred    acres   in    Mills   county.      He   also 

I  had  much  valuable  town  property  and 
twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Texas.  As  his  financial  resources  increased 
he  made  judicious  investments  in  real  es- 
tate and  derived  therefrom  a  handsome  in* 
come  as  the  land  increased  in  value  and 
productiveness,  owing  to  the  continued 
growth  of  the  county  and  to  the  cultivation 
which  was  l)estowed  upon  the  fields.  He 
also  dealt  largely  in  stock,  and  in  the  vari- 
ous  branches   of   his   business   gained   that 
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prosperity  which  always  rewards  persever- 
ing effort  when  guided  by  keen  business 
discrimination. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1853,  in  Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan,  Judge  Tubbs  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sybil  J.  Wheeler,  who 
was  born  October  13,  1836,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  ^^'illiam  Wheeler.  By  the  marriage 
of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Tubbs  eight  children 
were  born,  of  whom  six  are  now  living," 
namely:  William  L.,  Mary  D.,  Hattie  M., 
Volna  v.,  Bertha  E.  and  Ray  B.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community, 
enjoying  the  high  regard  of  many  friends 
who  delight  in  the  generous  hospitality  of 
the  Tubbs  home.  Socially  the  Judge  wag 
connected  with  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Em-. 
erson  and  served  as  its  first  master.  He 
joined  the  craft  in  Michigan  in  1853,  and 
in  his  life  exemplified  its  benevolent  teach- 
ings. He  was  a  man  of  true  worth,  hon- 
orable in  all  his  life's  relations,  straighti 
forward  in  business  and  faithful  in  friend- 
ship. He  was  entirely  free  from  ostentar 
tion  and  commanded  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of-  all,  enjoying  the  warm  friends 
ship  of  a  large  majority  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Mills  county.  His  death  took  place 
February  28,  1901,  at  his  home  in  Emer- 
son, which  gave  occasion  to  the  public  to 
renew  in  their  memories  his  many  excellent 
qualities  and  exemplary  character. 


ALBERT  G.  MALCOM. 

The  name  of  Malcom  has  long  figured 
on  the  pages  of  the  history  of  Fremont  coun- 
ty, for  the  family  to  which  our  subject  be- 
longs was  established  in  this  locality  when  it 
was  a  wild  western'  district,  situated  on  the 
borders  ,of  civilization.     His  birth  occurred 


February  2,  i860,  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead where  he  yet  resides,  and  he  was  reared 
to  the  honest  toil  of  the  farm. 

His  parents,  McCoy  and  Sarah  ( Jones) 
Malcom,  were  married  in  Indiana,  of  which 
state  the  father  was  a  .native,  while  the 
mother  was  born  in  Ohio.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  the  Hoosier 
state  ami  there  resided  until  1856,  when 
they  came  to  Fremont  county,  settling  on 
land  which  ]\Ir.  Malcom  entered  from  the 
government,  thus  securing  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  28,  Prairie  township,  in  the 
Nishnabotna  valley.  At  that  time  there  were 
but  few  permanent  settlers  in  the  county  and- 
the  country  was  wild  and  unimproved.  Broad 
stretches  of  land  were  still  unclaimed ;  wild 
game  was  plentiful ;  and  various  kinds  of 
wild  beasts  roamed  through  the  forests  or 
over  the  prairie  at  will.  Mr.  Malcom  was 
an  excellent  shot  and  his  trusty  rifle  secured 
to  the  family  much  venison  and  other  meat. 
He  built  a  cabin  upon  his  claim,  fenced  his 
farm  with  rails,  and  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy began  to  plow  and  plant  his  fields  from 
which  he  soon  gathered  rich  harvests.  When 
he  first  came  to  the  county,  in  order  to  get 
some  corn  for  meal,  he  rented  a  piece  of 
land  across  the  river  from  his  home  and 
there  raised  a  crop.  The  following  wrivter 
he  and  his  "thirteen-year-old  son  took  an  ox 
team  and  went  to  the  field  for  a  load  of 
corn.  The  place  was  situated  about  four  or 
five  miles  from  the  house.  Thev  had  com- 
pleted  the  task  of  gathering  the  corn  when 
a  blizzard  set  in.  The}^  started  for  home 
and  crossed  the  river  on  the  ice,  but  the 
storm  raged  so  violently  and  the  s'now  be- 
came so  blinding  that  the  oxen  refused  to 
proceed.  So  Mr.  Malcom  unhitched  them 
and  let  them  seek  shelter  as    they    wished. 
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while  he  and  his  son  started  for  the  house; 
but  the  boy  soon  became  exhausted.  Pro- 
tecting him  as  well  as  he  could.  Mr.  Malcom 
then  had  to  leave  him  in  order  to  go  for 
help.  The  neighbors  came  to  his  assistance 
and  they  started  to  carry  the  boy  home;  but 
he  was  so  badly  frozen  that  he  died  on  the 
way.  and  Mr.  Malcom  also  suffered  so  great- 
ly from  that  storm  that  he  was  unable  to 
work  for  a  }'ear  following,  and  ne\er  fully 
recovered!  Such  were  some  of  the  trials 
which  the  early  settlers  had  to  encouiUer  in 
opening  up  this  region  to  civilization.  In 
those  early  days  people  had  to  go  long  dis- 
tances to  mill,  mostly  to  Council  Pduffs,  but 
Mr.  ^Nlalcom  found  a  home  market  through 
selling  his  products  to  emigrants.  Soon  the 
country  began  to  be  settled  and  he  lived  to 
see  the  vast  [)rairies  transformed  into  beau- 
tiful homes  and  farms,  the  white  houses 
standing  in  the  midst  of  green  fields  and 
forming  a  very  attractive  landscape. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  never 
aspired  to  office.  Of  the  Christian  church 
he  was  a  worthy  and  consistent  member  and 
died  in  that  faith  April  26,  1893.  at  the 
age  of  seventy-rtve  years.  His  wife  yet  sur- 
vives him  and  is  now  residing  in  Sidney. 
Two  of  her  brothers,  William  and  Jt^hn 
Jones,  came  to  Iowa,  but  both  returned  to 
Indiana.  Mrs.  Malcom  preserved  her  health 
and  strength  to  a  remarkable  degree,  car- 
ing for  her  home  until  lier  death,  b\'l)ruary 
14,  i()Oi.  She  spent  the  evening  of  life 
among  friends  and  children  and  looked  back 
over  the  j)ast  without  regret  and  forward 
to  the  future  without  fear,  for  her  life  had 
been  in  harmony  with  her  religious  belief, 
as  a  meml)er  of  the  Christian  church.  She 
had  se\'en  children:  Sarah,  now  ilie  wife  of 
M.  Smith;  Robert,  whose  death  is  referred 


to  above;  James,  who  died,  leaving  a  wife 
and  four  children;  John  and  Isaac,  who  are 
farmers  <jf  Fremont  county;  Albert  G.,  of 
this  review  ;  and  Ceorge.  also  an  agriculturist 
of  Fremont  county. 

I'orn  and  reared  on  the  old  family  h<ime- 
stead,  where  he  yet  lives,  the  place  is  en- 
deared to  Albert  Ci.  Malcom  through  the  as- 
sociatio'ic  of  his  l)oyhoo(l,  as  well  as  those 
of  later  years.     lie  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof,  caring   for  his  parents    in    the 
evening  of  life.     In  1880  he  was  married  to 
,   Miss  Martha  Hiskey,  and  brought  his  l)ride 
j  to  the  old  home.     For  a  year  he  carried  on 
I  farmino'  there  and  then  removed  to  another 
I   farm,    which    was   their   place   of   residence 
I  for  seven  years;  but  on   the  expiration  of 
that  period  they  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, where  they  have  since  remained.    For 
twenty  years  Mr.   Malcom  has  engaged  in 
general    farming  and  to   some    extent    has 
raised  and  dealt  in  stock.     Fie  also  operated 
a  corn-sheller  for  fifteen  years  and  has  been 
content  to  carry  forward  the  work  inaug- 
urated by  his  father,  whereby  he  has  devel- 
oped a  very  fine   farm  that  yields  ttj  him 
an  excellent  return  for  his  lal)ors". 

Mrs.  ^lalcom  is  a  lady  of  intelligence 
and  culture  and  also  represents  one  of  the 
early  families  of  Fremont  county.  She  was 
born  in  Madison  county.  Iowa,  Deceml)ei* 
17,  1861,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Arininda  (  Corn  well)  Fliskey.  l)oth  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ohio,  in  which  state  their 
marriage  occurred.  They  afterward  came 
to  Iowa  and  the  father,  who  had  previtjusly 
followed  carpentering,  turned  his  attention 
to  the  farm,  entering  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. 1  le  improved  the  place  and  made  it 
his  home  for  a  number  of  years,  after  which 
he  removed  tcj  Nebraska,  where  he  died  July 
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lo,  1869.  He  was  a  consistent  and  worthy 
niemlier  of  the  United  Brethren  chnrch.  and 
in  his  pohtical  views  he  was  a  stalwart  Re- 
pubhcan,  but  was  never  an  aspirant  for  the 
honors  of  office.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
Nebraska,  February  7,  1892.  Her  mother 
was  Lydia  Shafer  Cornweh,  of  Ohio,  who 
had  three  children :  Mrs.  Hiskey,  and  Isaac 
and  James,  both  of  Ohio.  The  children  of 
the  Hiskey  family  are :  Franklin,  Albert  and 
Allen,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Nebraska ; 
Mrs.  "Martha  A.  Malcom ;  ^^'ilbret,  who  is 
living-  in  Nebraska ;  Caroline,  now  the  wife 
of  B.  Stockton;  and  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
F.  Huffman. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malcom 
has  lieen  blessed  with  five  children,  namely : 
Ethel,  born  August  17,  1882;  Walter,  born 
January  10,  1884;  Orville,  born  April  11, 
1886:  Cora,  born  September  28,  1889;  and 
Clyde,  born  August  17,  1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Malcom  are  well-known'  people  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  reside  and  have  gained 
many  friends  by  reason  of  their  excellent 
qualities.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood- 
men at  Sidney,  but  gives  little  time  to  out- 
side interests,  his  attention  bei'ng  devoted 
initiringly  to  his  farm  work,  whereby  he  is 
enabled  to  surround  his  family  with  all  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
]\Irs.  ]\Ialcom  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Neighbors,  of  Farragut,  Iowa. 


DANIEL  T.   RHODE. 

Among  the  agriculturists  and  stock-deal- 
ers of  Green  township  who  successfully  carry 
on  the  business  to  which  they  g\\t  their 
attention  is  numbered  Mr.  Rhode,  whose 
name  introduces  this  record.  He  was  born 
in  ^^'arren  county,   Indiana,   December   18, 


1838.  His  father,  John  Rhode,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  born  in  the  western  part  of 
that  state  in  181 7.  When  a  boy  he  went 
to  Indiana  and  afterward  to  Arkansas,  where 
he  remained  for  four  3'ears,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  old  home  in  the  Hoosier 
state.  He  was  of  German  lineage,  for  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to  the 
new  world   from   Germany. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject  -were 
Jonathan  and  Harriet  (Rosencrans)  Rhode. 
The  latter  died  in  Arkansas  about  1842,  and 
the  grandfather  subsequently  returned  to  In- 
diana, where  his  death  occurred  about  1845, 
having  reached  an  advanced  age  when  called 
to  the  home  beyond.  They  reared  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  who  have  families.  Two 
uncles  and  two  aunts  of  our  subject  lived 
and  died  in  Indiana,  while  John,  Daniel  and 
Joe  Rhode  all  came  to  Iowa,  John  and  Jo- 
seph having  arrived  in  the  state  in  1851, 
While  Daniel  preceded  them,  having  removed 
from  Arkansas  to  Iowa  m  1847.  He  was 
among  the  early  settlers  in  the  vicinit}^  of 
Hamburg'  and  before  1851  he  came  to  Fre- 
mont county  and  filed  claims  to  a  large 
tract  of  land,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of 
eighteen  hundred  acres.  He  was  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  in  the  county,  for  his  time. 
He  entered  nearly  all  of  the  land  at  one  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter  per  acre  and  took  an  active 
part  in  reclaiming  the  primitive  prairie  for 
purposes  of  ci\'ilization,  his  impro^'ement  of 
his  property  promoting  the  general  prosper- 
ity as  well  as  his  individual  success.  On 
coming  from  Arkansas  'he  drove  one  hun- 
dred head  of  steers  to  Iowa,  where  he  sold 
them  to  the  Mormons  who  were  en  route  to 
Utah.  The  purchase  price  was  about  eight 
dollars  per  head  and  he  sold  them  at  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  yoke,  thus 
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realizing-  a  haiulsonie  profit.  Tlie  Rhode 
brothers  were  promineiitly  known  in  Fre- 
mont count}-  as  leading  business  men  and 
the  name  has  been  insei)arably  c<Muiected 
with  the  history  of  this  portion  of  the  state. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Polly  Cobb  and  was  l)orn  in  Law- 
rence county.  Indiana,  in  wbich  state  sbe 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John  Rhode. 

Our  subject  was  their  first  child  and  at 
the  time  of  his  birth  the  father  was  but 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  four  children,  the  second  being  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Josiah  Eggleston,  who  is 
li\ingat  Puget  Sound.  Washington,  and  has 
three  children.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Buffington.  a  farmer  of  Nebraska.  li\ing 
in  the  Niobrara  river  ci)untry.  Her  first 
luisband  was  Mr.  Tarpening  and  she  has 
three  children.  The  fourth  member  of  the 
Rhode  family  was  a  son'  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  died  in  Indiana,  about  1825, 
and  the  father  was  again  married,  in  Law- 
rence county,  that  state,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  ^Martha  Scott,  by  whom  he 
h.ad  eight  cliildren,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  eldest,  Joseph,  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  j-ears.  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  others  all  were  married. 

Great  changes  have  come  since  John 
Rhode  and  his  brother  Joseph  traveled  to 
Iowa  in  the  true  emigrant  style,  with  two 
large  covered  wagons,  each  drawn  by  four 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  two  two-horse  wagons, 
while  each  of  the  brothers  also  had  five 
cows.  As  they  crossed  Illinois  in  the  spring 
their  wago'ns  often  got  stuck  in  the  nuid,  at 
which  times  they  would  double  the  teams 
and  thus  extricate  the  wagons.  They  were 
two  nifjuths  in  making  the  journey  and  ar- 
rived in  I'remont  county  in  July  or  August. 


J  he  two  brothers  located  near  liicu'  ijrutner 
Daniel,  and  the  father  of  our  subject  paid 
six  hundred  dollars  to  John  Hughes  for  his 
timber  claiiu.  He  secured  timber  land,  which 
everybody  considered  the  m<jst  desirable,  the 
prairies  being  regarded  as  comparatively 
worthless,  as  there  was  nut  timber  to  fence 
them.  Then,  too,  on  the  prairies  it  was  so 
cold  and  bleak  that  the  settlers  feared  that 
they  might  freeze  to  death.  Several  uf  the 
pioneers  did  die  upon  those  broad  open 
stretches  of  country.  .\.bout  six  years  be- 
fore his  death  John  Rhode  buried  his  sec- 
ond wile.  He  passed  away  about  i8y6, 
upon  the  farm  where  he  located  in  1852,  liv- 
ing then  in  a  log  cabin.  About  1857,  liow- 
e\er,  he  had  erected  the  present  large  frame 
house.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of 
eight  hundred  acres  of  land  and  at  his  death 
he  was  still  in  possession  of  three  hundred 
acres  having  given  the  remainder  to  his 
children,  to  whom  he  either  donated  land 
or  money. 

Daniel  T.  Rhode,  whose  name  begins 
this  record,  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm.  He  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Iowa,  and  here  he  remained  un- 
til the  1st  of  .May,  1859.  He  was  of  the 
number  who  started  for  Pike's  Peak,  on  the 
discovery  of  gold  there,  but  after  spending 
one  summer  in  that  country  he  returned 
home.  While  en  route  he  saw  a  number  of 
butifaloes  and  killed  three  in  one  place.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  the  spring 
of  1862,  when  he  returned  Pike's  Peak, 
Colorado,  remaining  for  eighteen  months, 
during  which  time  he  worked  on  the  stage 
route,  building  log  houses  and  barns.  He 
then  went  to  Idaho,  where  he  engaged  in 
mining  gold  for  three  months,  and  then  re- 
turned  with   ten   thousand   dollars    of    the 
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precious  metal.  In  one  clay  he  secured  gold 
to  the  value  of  fifteen  hundred  and  twelve 
•dollars,  having  in  one  pan  eighty-two  dollars. 
This  fortunate  find  came  to  him  just  at  the 
right  moment,  for  he  and  his  partner  were 
almost  destitute  of  funds  when  they  discov- 
ered the  mine,  in  what  was  known  as  Stink- 
ing Water  Gulch.  They  accidentally  dis- 
covered the  gold  by  digging  at  the  side  of  a 
boulder,  and  i\Ir.  Rhode  still  has  in  his  pos-" 
session  nuggets  which  he  found  and  which 
are  worth  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and 
twentv-seven  dollars. 

When  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  on  the 
2 1st  of  March,  1868,  Mr.  Rhode  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Taliaferro, 
who  was  born  in  Missouri,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Catherine  (Holland)  Taliaferro, 
the  former  a  native  of  Missouri  and  of 
French  ancestry,  while  tlie  latter  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  eleven  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  The  others  are : 
Dora,  the  wife  of  Charles  Delaney,  by  whom 
she  has  two  children ;  Clara  May,  who  is  the 
\vife  of  George  Plank,  and  has  two  children, 
both  of  whom  are  now  in  Oregon;  Wilbert, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years; 
Alonzo,  who  is  a  farmer  of  this  neighbor- 
hood and  has  a  wife  and  one  son;  Maggie, 
the  wife  of  Alonzo  Kempton,  also  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Green  township;  Curtis,  a 
young  man  of  twenty-one,  now  in  Oregon; 
Albert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
A-ears;  Pearl,  Richard  and  Daniel,  aged  re- 
spectively, seventeen,  fourteen  and  nine 
years ;  and  Ruby,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

JNIr.  Rhode  is  six  feet  in  height  and 
weighs  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds, 
and  we  seldom  meet    a    man    of    greater 


strength  or  endurance.  Of  strong  domestic 
tastes,  his  greatest  enjoyment  comes  to  him 
through  his  associations  of  home.  He  is 
to-day  the  owner  of  four  hundred  anil  eig^ity 
acres  of  land,  of  which  one  hundred  and  fifty 
is  timber.  He  also  has  ten  acres  and  a 
good  residence  in  Tabor.  He  has  recently 
purchased  two  thousand  acres  in  Kansas, 
upon  which  he  has  placed  his  son  Alo'nizo. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  in  addi- 
tion successfully  follows  stock-raising,  keep- 
ing on  hand  twenty-four  horses,  while  an- 
ually  he  feeds  and  sells  one  hundred  head 
of  shorthorn  cattle.  He  has  the  most  of 
Jiis  land  seeded  down  and  has  grown  from 
six  to  scA'en  thousand  bushels  of  corn  in  a 
3'ear.  His  fine  timber  is  largely  black  wal- 
nut. Fine  modern  improvements  may  be 
seen  on  his  place,  including  his  mammoth 
barn,  which  is  forty  by  seventy-two  feet, 
with  sixteen-foot  posts.  It  is  all  built  of 
hewed  frame  timbers  from  his  woods  and 
has  an  eig'ht-foot  basement.  Everything 
about  the  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  and  up 
to  date. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Rhode  is  a 
Republican,  having  supported  the  party  since 
casting  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  He  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector and  road  commissioner,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  office,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  time  and  energies  to  his  business 
aft'airs,  in  which  he  has  met  with  creditable 
success. 


WILLIAM  C.  FUGITT. 

William  C.  Fugitt,  who  since  pioneer 
days  has  been  a  resident  of  Fremont  coun- 
ty, was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead 
in  Madison  township,  July  26,   1854.     His 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


313 


fatlier.  Tuwiiseiul  F.  I-'uj^ill.  was  one  of  the 
l)roniinent  early  settlers  of  this  ])ortion  of 
tlie  stale,  coiiiiiio-  here  in  J  848.  when  this 
])art  of  Jowa  was  first  opened  up  to  ci\ili- 
zation.  Tie  was  horn  in  I  Matte  eounty.  Mis- 
souri, in  1824,  and  his  father,  Hiram  Fu- 
gitt,  was  one  of  the  ])ioneer  settlers  of  the 
Platte  purchase,  wliere  he  esta1)lished  his 
home  ahout  i8j2.  Tie  was  born  in  Ken- 
tuck\'  and  was  of  French  extraction.  His 
wife,  Martha,  was  also  a  native  of  that 
state  and  represented  a  good  family  there. 
They  were  married  in  Missouri,  and  the 
grandmother  of  our  subject  died  in  Clay 
county,  while  Hiram  Fugitt  passed  to  his 
linal  rest  in  1873.  '^t  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  while  li\ing  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Townsend  F.  Fugitt  was  reared  in  Clay 
county,  Missouri,  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
the  frontier.  Indians  still  lived  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  all  kinds  of  wild  game  could 
be  found.  ]n  18^8  Mr.  Fugitt  came  to 
Fremont  county  and  secured  a  claim  of  gov- 
ernment land.  He  married  Eliza  McKis- 
sick,  a  young  woman  who  had  been  the 
housekeeper  for  his  brother  Jacob,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  county,  living  at  McKis- 
sick's  Grove.  She  was  born  in  Missouri 
and  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
McKissick.  With  characteristic  energy 
Townsend  Fugitt  gave  his  attention  to  the 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  land, 
and  developed  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
township.  Upon  it  he  erected  a  hue  resi- 
dence, substantial  barns  and  made  many 
other  improvements.  Flis  blue-grass  pas- 
tures rivaled  those  of  Kentucky,  and  every- 
thing about  his  place  was  neat,  thrifty  and 
attractive  in  appearance.  He  became  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 


in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the  fields 
engaged  e.xtensively  and  succefsfully  in  .the 
raising  of  JKjrses  and  cattle.  He  took  (|uite 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was 
a  wide-awake,  enter|)rising  citizen  who  with- 
held his  supi)ort  from  no  measure  which  he 
believed  would  prove  of  general  good.  His 
political  support  was  given  at  different  times 
to  the  Democracy  and  to  the  Greenback 
party,  and  f(jr  years  he  was  very  active  in 
political  circles,  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
secure  the  adoj)tion  of  the  principles  in 
which  he  believed.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
Masons  of  the  county  and  his  life  exempli- 
fied the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  fraternity. 
In  personal  appearance  he  was  striking,  l)e- 
ing  six  feet  in  height  and  weighing  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds.  His  manner 
was  always  cordial,  genial  and  unaffected, 
and  the  latch-string  of  his  home  always 
hung  out,  hospitality  Ijeing  extended  to  the 
wearv  and  llic  hunyrv  as  well  as  to  the  im- 
mediate  friends  of  the  family.  His  life 
was  permeated  by  his  Christian  belief  as  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church  and  his  word  w  as  ever  as  good  as  his 
bond.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  loved  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters, 
of  whom  five  are  yet  living,  namely:  Will- 
iam C. ;  Sally,  the  wife  of  John  McClellan, 
of  Shenandoah,  Iowa;  Ed  11..  of  Hamburg; 
and  Eftne  and  John,  who  reside  in  Broken 
Bow,  Nebraska.  Those  who  have  passed 
away  are  Henry  Clay,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years;  Mrs.  Xancy  X'els<in,  who 
died  in  .Shenandoah,  Iowa;  Martha,  who 
died  on  the  old  homestead ;  and  Mrs.  Betty 
Finnell.  whose  death  ocurred  in  Atchison 
countv.  Missouri.     The  mother  passed  away 
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at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years  and  the  fa- 
ther died   at   the  age  of   sixty-four. 

W'ilham  C.  Fiigitt  spent  the  days  of  his 
childhood  and  youth  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead and  in  early  boyhood  took  his  place 
in  the  fields  to  assist  in  their  cultivation. 
The  habits  of  industry  which  he  then  formed 
have  been  a  salient  feature  in  his  success  in 
later  life.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  continued  at  home  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  on  a  tract  of 
wild  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  Madison 
township.  There  he  opened  up  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  while  he 
still  owns.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  se- 
cured a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's 
journey  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Martha 
Ackerman,  who  was  born,  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  Fremont  county,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  ^^Irs.  S.  Ackerman,  of  Madison 
township.  Four  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  of  whom  two. are  yet  living:  Ernest, 
now  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  Pearl,  the 
wife  of  J.  S.  Johnson,  of  Fremont  county. 
One  daughter,  Goldy  Ethelyn,  died  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the 
19th  of  ]\Iay,  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two 
years.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian:  church  and  had 
a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  who  deeply 
mourned  her  loss.  On  the  ist  of  November, 
1894.  Mr.  Fugitt  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Florence  Mary  Harris,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred ]\Iay  6,  1870.  She  was  born  in 
Maine,  but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Fre- 
mont county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  A.  F. 
Harris,  who  came  cO  this  county  in  1872. 
In  the  east  he  engaged  in  merchandising. 
He  married  Ellen  E.  Poor,  also  a  native  of 


the  Pine  Tree  state,  a"nd  unto  them  were 
born  seven  children,  but  only  tw'o  are  now 
living — Thomas  H.  and  ]\Irs.  Fugitt.  The 
father  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Christian  church, 
the  mother  of  the  Unitarian  church.  By 
the  second  marriage  of  !Mr.  Fugitt  there 
are  two  children — Ellen  ^lay  and  Oliver 
Townsend. 

Air.  Fugitt  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm 
of  sixty-two  acres  adjoining  Riverton.  His 
home  is  built  in  a  modern  style  of  architect- 
ure, furnished  in  good  taste  and  stands  in 
the  midst  of  a  well-kept  lawn.  He  also  owns 
his  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Madison  township,  and  this  is  w'ell  improved 
with  substantial  buildings,  and  everything 
about  the  place  is  kept  in  good  condition. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat, 
strongly  supportino-  Bryan.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  served  on  the  school  board, 
and  the  cause  of  education,  temperance  and 
religion  find  in  him  a  warm  friend.  For  a; 
number  of  3'ears  he  served  as  an  elder  in  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  his  community  and  to  the  uplift- 
ing of  man.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are, hon- 
ored and  respected  l)y  all  who  know^  them. 


CHARLES  MAGEL. 

Charles  ]\Iagel  is  a  self-made  man  -who, 
without  any  extraordinary  family  or  pe- 
cuniary advantages  at  the  commencement  01 
life,  has  battled  earnestly  and  energetically, 
and  by  indomitable  courage  and  integrity 
has  achieved  both  character  and  fortune.  By 
sheer  force  of  will  and  untiring  effort  he 
has  worked  his  way  upward  and  is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  and  stock-dealers 
of  Fremont  countv.     He  claims  Iowa  as  the 
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state  of  liis  nativity,  his  l)irih  ha\-ing  oc- 
curred in  Des  Moines  county,  March  i^), 
1846.  His  parents,  Sibert  and  Mary  (  Lee) 
^Mag'el,  were  both  natives  of  ( ierniany  and 
in  early  hfc  came  to  the  United  States.  The 
father  located  in  Iowa  in  1833  and  the  par- 
ents were  married  in  this  state.  Both  were 
descendants  of  influential  families,  rei)re- 
senting  important  farming  interests  in  Ger- 
many. 

On  reaching  Iowa  the  father  found  a 
wild,  open  country,  only  a  few  settlements 
ha\  ing  been  made,  the  work  of  improvement 
and  cultivation  being  scarcely  begun.  Like 
many  pioneers,  he  had  very  limited  capital, 
l)ut  was  hopeful  and  not  afraid  to  work,  and 
his  energy  and  financial  ability  enabled  him 
to  advance  steadil}-  nn  the  road  to  prosperity. 
He  secured  a  claim  and  when  he  could  not 
find  profitable  labor  in  the  service  of  others 
he  o-ave  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
land,  making  good  improvements  upon  it 
as  the  years  passed.  He  completed  the  ar- 
rangements for  a  home  l)y  his  marriage,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  labored  earnestly  and 
underwent  many  deprivations  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  pioneer  life  in  order  to 
gain  a  good  start  in  the  world.  At  that 
time  Burlington  contained  but  a  few  cheap 
houses  and  was  too  small  to  be  called  even 
a  village:  but  the  steamers  made  a  landing 
there.  When  the  government  survey  w^as 
completed  and  the  land  was  placed  upon 
the  market.  Mr.  Magel  attended  the  sale 
and  purchased  his  claim,  lie  had  not  been 
able  to  save  enough  to  make  the  entire  pay- 
ment, l)Ut  fouml  a  friend  wdio  lent  him  the 
money,  for  which  he  paid  fifty  per  cent  in- 
terest until  his  indebtedness  was  discharged. 
His  first  farm  was  located  about  six  miles 
from  Burlington  and  he  matle  it  a  highlv 
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improved  property.  As  claims  were  estab- 
lished he  placed  his  crops  on  sale  and  suc- 
cess folldwcd  his  efforts.  Abijut  1850  he 
moved  within  three  miles  of  Burlington. 
He  made  many  substantial  improvements 
upon  the  homestead  and  there  reared  his 
children,  si)ending  his  remaining  days  up<jn 
the  old  farm,  where  he  passed  away  on  the 
(jth  of  August.  1897.  His  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  home  beyond,  dying  on  the  5th 
of  Decemi^er,  1896.  Both  had  been  reared 
in  the  Lutheran  church  and  held  member- 
ship therein  throughout  their  lives. 

Mr.  Magel  was  known  as  a  very  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen  of  Des  Moines 
county,  j)roving  a  very  important  factor  in 
the  work  of  improvement  and  upbuilding 
there.  After  placing  his  home  farm  in  good 
condition  he  purchased  land  and  improved 
other  farms,  which  he  sold,  becoming  quite 
an  extensive  real-estate  dealer.  He  also 
aided  materially  in  the  (tevelopment  of 
Burlington,  building  houses  and  dealing  in 
property  in  that  city.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  some  very  valuable  real 
estate  there.  He  lent  money  and  all  of  his 
efforts  in  a  business  way  were  crowned  with 
success.  He  was  an  excellent  financier,  en- 
ergetic, determined  and  persevering,  and 
those  (|ualitics  enabled  him  to  advance  stead- 
ily on  the  progressive  i)ath  of  prosperity. 
He  was  an  intelligent.  l)road-minded  man, 
of  sterling  integrity  and  honor,  and  among 
all  by  whom  he  was  known  he  commanded 
uniform  confidence  and  respect.  He  had  no 
near  relatives  in  this  country.  l)ut  his  wife 
had  two  brothers,  Conrad  and  William 
Lee,  both  of  whom  were  farmers  and  are 
now  deceased. 

Sibert  and  Mary  (Lee)  ALagel  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children  :  Elizabeth,  the  dC' 
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ceased  wife  of  ^^^  Hillgartner;  \Mlliam  and 
Henry,  who  are  living  in  Des  jNIoines  coun- 
ty ;  Charles,  of  this  review ;  Conrad,  a  prom- 
inent farmer  of  Fremont  county;  Peter, 
who  makes  his  home  near  Burlington ; 
JNIary,  the  wife  of  J.  Schafer,  of  Burlington; 
Margaret,  wife  of  H.  Steyh,  of  the  same 
city;  Theodore  S.,  who  became  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Fremont  county,  where  he 
followed  farming  until  he  was  accidentall}- 
killed  by  a  horse  February  23,  1895,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  five  interesting  children;  and 
Benjamin,  of  Des  Moines  county.  The 
family  is  an  influential  one,  the  members 
being  leading  citizens  of  the  various  com- 
munities  in    which   they    reside. 

Charles  Magel  remained  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  throughout  the  period  of  his 
minority,  and  practical  training  at  farm 
work  well  fitted  him  for  agricultural  pur- 
suit when  he  entered  upon  his  business  ca- 
reer. In  1869  he  and  his  brother  Conrad 
made  a  prospecting  tour  to  Fremont  coun- 
ty in  order  to  look  after  some  land  which 
his  father  had  entered.  They  returned  by 
^va3?•  of  Nebraska,  and  in  the  spring  of  1870 
again  came  to  Fremont  county  and  began 
the  improvement  of  the  father's  land.  They 
broke  the  wild  prairie,  erected  a  house  and 
employed  a  man  and  his  wife  to  care  for 
the  home  and  assist  in  the  work  of  the  fields. 
They  got  a  good  start  at  farming  and  stock- 
raising  and  soon  took  their  place  among 
the  substantial  ag'riculturists  of  this  portion 
of  the  state.  In  1880  Charles  Magel  was 
married  and  by  mutual  agreement  a  division 
of  the  property  was  then  made.  Our  sub- 
ject obtained  possession  of  the  improved  por- 
tion of  the  land  and  Conrad  purchased  a 
claim  adjoining,  upon  which  were  some 
poor  improvements.     Both  became  substan 


tial  residents  and  their  homes  are  still  with- 
in  sie'ht  of  each  other.  Thev  have  reared 
l.arge  families  and  have  well  improved  farms 
in  the  valley  of  the  Nishnabotna  river. 

]\Ir.  Magel  of  this  review  owns  nearly 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  while  well  kept  fences 
divide  it  into  fields  for  the  raismg  of  grain 
or  into  meadows  and  grazing  pastures.  His 
residence  is  a  modern,  two-story  house, 
built  in  a  modern  style  of  architecture  and 
supplied  with  all  the  late  conveniences. 
There  is  also  a  large  barn  and  outbuildings 
and  the  home  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful 
grove  of  ornamental  and  forest  trees.  A 
larefe  orchard  vields  its  fruits  in  season,  the 
fields  are  well  tilled  and  in  the  pastures  are 
found  excellent  grades  of  cattle  and  hogs. 
The  farm  is  conveniently  located  five  miles 
east  of  Sidney,  and  Mr.  Magel  is  success- 
,  fully  carrying  on  farming  and  stock-raismg. 
He  also  lends  money  to  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  on  good  security,  and  has  become 
one  of  the  leading  and  prominent  business 
men  of  his  section  of  the  state.  He  is  wide- 
ly and  favorably  known,  commanding  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  those  with  whom 
he  is  associated.  An  excellent  business  man 
and  financier,  he  has  labored  not  only  for 
his  own  advancement  but  is  also  enterpris- 
ing and  public-spirited  and  gives  his  support 
to  many  measures  for  the  general  good. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  ]Mrs. 
Magel  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Lizzie 
Schultize,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  September  19,  1858,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  (Kitzer)  Schultize, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany 
and  became  early  settlers  of  Iowa.  Her  fa- 
ther purchased  land  and  improved  a  farm, 
and  later,  attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold 
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in  California,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  where  he  engaoed  in  mining 
for  five  years.  Ketnrning  then  l'>  llie  Mis- 
sissijjpi  vallev,  he  resumed  farming-,  which 
he  carried  on  nnlil  1864,  when  death  ended 
his  labors.  His  wife  still  survives  and  re- 
sides on  the  okl  homestead.  Both  were 
Avorthv  and  exemplary  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran church.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schul- 
tize  were  born  four  children :  Henry,  who 
is  livino-  in  Fremont  county;  Lizzie,  now 
Mrs.  Magel :  John,  of  Des  Moines  county, 
and  ^L'lry.  the  wife  of  William  Diehl.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Schultize 
became  the  wife  of  X.  Helt.  also  a  native 
of  the  fatherland,  and  they  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Kate;  Anna,  the  deceased  wife  of 
William  Brown;  Christina,  the  wife  of  L 
Avery;  Emma,  the  wife  of  H,  Kingsolver; 
George,  a  farmer;  Julia,  the  wife  of  E. 
Baumgardner;  autl  William,  who  is  yet  ai 
home. 

The  marriage  of  ^h.  and  i^Irs.  Magel 
has  been  blessed  with  six  interesting  chil- 
dren :  William  C,  George,  Lee,  Lulu,  Grover, 
and  Freddie,  all  still  wath  their  parents. 
I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Magel  are  earnest  members 
of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Democracy  but  is  now  a 
Republican,  lie,  however,  does  not  seek 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  to  his 
farm  work,  which  has  lirouglu  to  him  ar, 
excellent  financial  return,  so  that  he  is  now 
numbered  among  those  who  ma}-  well  be 
proud  of  their  success,  as  it  has  come  to 
him  through  his  own  labors,  his  keen  en- 
terprise and  his  perseverance. 


SEYMORE  T.  RHODE. 
The  history  of  Randolph  would  be  in- 
complete without  the  mention  of  Seymore 
T.    Rhode,   who   is   a   representative  of   an 


honored  ])ioneer  family  and  is  one  of  the 
most  i)ronnnent  and  inlluentird  business  men 
of  the  town,  being  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  .*>.  T.  Rhode  &  Company.  His 
birth  occurred  on  the  23d  of  June,  1852, 
in  the  county  which  is  still  his  home,  his 
I  parents  being  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Gray) 
I  Rhode,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  War- 
'  ren  county,  Indiana,  in  which  place  they 
were  reared  and  married.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Jonathan  Rhode,  was  born  in 
Ohio  and  was  of  German  descent,  his  fa- 
ther having  come  from  Germany  to  America. 
He  located  first  in  South  Carolina,  where 
he  served  under  General  Marion  in  the  com- 
missary department  in  the  Revolution.  He 
was  a  farmer,  operating  his  plantation  by  the 
aid  of  the  slaves  that  he  owned,  but  be- 
coming disgusted  with  the  slave  traffic  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  south  and 
went  to  Ohio. 

Jonathan  Rhode,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
in  the  Buckeye  state,  and  at  an  early  period 
in  the  development  of  Indiana  he  became  a 
resident  of  that  state,  where  he  carried  an 
farming.  He  married  and  l)ecame  the  fa- 
ther of  seven  children,  namely:  Daniel  A.; 
Elsa,  the  wife  of  William  Cobb;  and  John, 
both  of  whom  were  agriculturists;  Joseph, 
the  father  of  our  subject:  Hannah,  the  wife 
of  R.  ^IcCord;  Caleb,  and  Seymour.  The 
parents  were  both  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  the  kindly  spirit  so  char- 
acteristic of  that  sect  was  exemplified  i;i 
their  lives. 

Joseph  Rhode,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  married  in  Indiana  and  there  began 
farming,  and  subsequently  he  and  his  fam- 
ily accompanied  his  father's  family  on  their 
removal  to  northwest  Arkansas,  in  1840.  A 
few  ^•ears  later,  however,  they  returned  to 
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Indiana  and  in  1851  they  came  to  Fremont 
county,  Iowa,  where  Joseph  Rhode  entered 
land  from  the  government,  developing  and 
improving  the  farm  upon  which  he  remained 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  days.     He 
became  an  extensive  agriculturist  and  stock- 
raiser  and  dealer,  bemg  one  of  the  leaders 
in  this  line  of  business  in  the  community. 
In  politics  he  was  a  stalwart  Republican 
and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  of 
ihe  party  in  his  portion  of  the  state,  his  in- 
lluence  being  used  with  telling  effect  in  sup- 
port of  the  principles  in  which  he  believed. 
He  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  war,  but  ill 
health  prevented   him   from  going    to    the 
front.      His   fellow   townsmen,    recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability,  frequently  called  him 
to  public  office  and  he  was  chosen;  to  repre- 
sent Fremont  county  in  the  state  legislature. 
He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  county 
board  for  a  number  of  years  and  filled  many 
minor  offices,  exercising  his  official  prerog- 
atives in  support  of  every  measure  wdiich  he 
believed  would  contribute    to    the    general 
good.     He  was  instrumental  in  securing  the 
passage  of  the  act  for  an  assessment  upon 
vacant    lands   owned    by    speculators.        Of 
strong  mentality,   he  viewed  each  question 
that   came   up    for   consideration,    not   only 
from   the  standpoint  of  to-day  but  of   the 
future  as  well,  desiring  that  all  his  official 
acts   should    prove   of   not   only   immediate 
good,  but  of  continued  benefit.    He  was  lib- 
eral, charitable,  enterprising  and  public-spir- 
ited, and  his  life — in  purpose  and  in  act — 
commanded  the  confidence  and  genuine  re- 
gard of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 
He  died  January    17,    1886,   and   the  com- 
munity thereby  lost  one  of  its  most  valued 
citizens,  his  neighbors  a  faithful  friend  and 
his  family  a  considerate  father.     His  wife 


had  passed  away  many  years  before,  her 
death  occurring  in  1863.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Gray,  who  settled  in  Lawrence 
countv.  Indiana,  in  the  pioneer  days.  His 
father  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  King's 
Mountain  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
Gray  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
John  Gray  died  in  Lawrence  county,  leaving 
ten  children,  namely :  William,  Jacob,  Lidia, 
Dorothea,  Wesley,  Ephraim,  James,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Rhode  and  Hamilton. 

Unto  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Gray) 
Rhode  were  born  ten  children :  Mary,  who 
became  the  wife  of  L.  O.  Baker  and  died 
in  1880;  Harriet,  the  wafe  of  S.  P.  McCor- 
mick ;  Dorothea  S.,  who  became  Mrs.  Reed 
and  died  in  1882;  John,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Mrs.  Martha  F.  Loveland ;  Seymore 
T.,  of  this  review-;  Mrs.  Esther  R.  Hurst; 
Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  William 
Matthews,  and  is  living  in  Colorado ;  Charles 
H.,  of  Cass  county,  Iowa;  and  Elizabeth  A.^ 
of  California.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wufe  Joseph  Rhode,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, married  Mrs.  West,  a  widow  and  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Kinney,  of  Ohio.  Their 
children  were  Edith,  who  became  the  wife 
of  A.  A.  Failing,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Stevens. 
Their  mother  having  passed  away,  Mr. 
Rhode  married  Mrs.  Snow,  a  wadow  and  a 
daughter  of  D.  AI.  Paul,  of  Thurman,  Iowa. 
Two  children  graced  this  marriage,  Guy  and 
Ray,  wdio  are  living  on  the  old  homestead 
with  their  mother. 

Seymore  T.  Rhode  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Fremont  county.  He  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  throughout  the  period 
of  his  minority  and  acquired  a  common- 
school  education.  He  afterward  rented  a 
farm  for  two  years  and  then  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  a  drug  store  at  Tabor,  con- 
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diictin,q'  the  enterprise  for  cif^hteen  months, 
\vhen  he  sold  out  mid  hecame  an  c(|nal  ])art- 
ner  in  a  hardware  and  grocery  store  of  that 
place.  Again,  after  two  years,  he  sold  out 
and  then  came  to  Randolph,  where  he  s])cnt 
a  year  and  a  lialf  as  a  salesman  in  a  gen- 
eral store,  owned  hy  Mr.  Barbour.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  Silver 
City,  Mills  count}-.  Iowa,  wliere  he  fijllowed 
clerkino-  for  a  year  aiwl  a  half  in  a  hardware 
and  grocery  store.  He  was  married  in  1880, 
and  the  following  year  he  came  to  Randolph, 
Avhere  he  purchased  an  interest,  with  Mr. 
Ashbaug^h,  in  a  hardware  and  implement 
business.  The  following  year  that  association 
Avas  discontinued  and  ^Ir.  Rhode  entered 
into  partnership  with  Isaac  Johnson,  in  the 
conduct  of  a  hardware,  lumber  and  agri- 
cultural implement  business,  which  they  car- 
ried on  until  1893.  when  Mr.  Rhode  pur- 
chased Mr.  Johnson's  interest  and  incor- 
porated the  business  under  the  st\le  of  S.  T. 
Rhode  &  Company.  Tiie  firm  n(nv  buys  and 
ships  grain  and  does  a  general  trading  busi- 
ness of  considerable  volume. 

On  tiie  24th  of  October,  1880,  Mr. 
Rhode  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Vio- 
let Alensworth,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Fel)- 
ruary  17,  1854,  a  daughter  of  John  and  ; 
IMary  Alensworth,  who  came  to  Mills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  in  1875.  Her  father  was  a  farmer, 
but  after  coming  to  this  state  retired  from 
active  business  and  died  in  Mills  county  in 
1879.  His  wife,  who  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church,  surx'ived  him 
until  1893.  The  father  was  twice  married 
ami  the  children  of  the  lirst  union  were 
A\'illiam,  James,  Anna,  Kate  and  Rebecca; 
MJiile  of  the  second  marriage  the  following 
were  I)orn:  Al])ert,  who  is  now  an  engineer 
in    Nebraska:   Violet;   Lewis,   a    farmer   of 


Mills  county;  Estella,  the  wife  of  W.  Adam- 
son;  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  S.  H.  Earl. 
I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhode  have  been  born 
six  children;  Elsie,  born  February  20.  1881  ; 
Ethel,  born  July  6,  1883;  Joseph,  born  Au- 
gust 8.  1886;  J(yhn,  born  March  22.  1888; 
E.dward.  born  June  28,  1892;  and  Doro- 
thea, born  September  22,   1896. 

Mrs.  Rhode  is  a  consistent  and  worthy 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church ; 
while  socially  Mr.  Rhode  is  a  Mason,  be- 
longing to  both  the  blue  lodge  ami  the  chap- 
ter. In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to  the  party, 
but  he  has  never  sought  office.  His  atten- 
tion has  been  exclusively  given  to  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  through  the  legitimate  chan- 
nels of  trade  he  has  acquired  a  handsome 
competence.  There  are  no  startling  or  excit- 
ing chapters  in  his  life  record,  but  his  history 
is  that  of  a  man  who  has  ever  been  faithful 
to  his  duty,  to  his  family,  to  his  neighbor 
and  to  his  country. 


JOSEPH  A.  MclXTIRE. 

The  ef^cient  postmaster  at  Sidney,  who 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  has  manifested 
a  most  business-like  spirit,  is  Joseph  A.  Mc- 
Intire,  who  was  born  in  Keokuk  county, 
Iowa,  August  25.  1848.  His  father,  Alex- 
ander Mclntire,  was  a  native  of  Fairfield 
countv,  Ohio,  whence  he  removed  to  Indi- 
ana and  subsequently  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
this  state  in  its  territorial  days.  He  mar- 
ried Lovina  Hiatt.  who  was  born  about 
twel\e  miles  from  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  in 
1826.  Their  wedding  was  celebrated  in 
i84r),  and  their  marriage  was  blessed  with 
six  children,  of  wlu^m  four  sons  ar.tl  a 
daughter  reached  mature  years,  namely :  Jo- 
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seph  A. ;  Martin  L.,  a  farmer  who  resides 
in  Marion  county,  Iowa;  Harvey,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Brooks  county,  Kansas;  Malon  L., 
who  also  resides  in  that  county  and  possesses 
considerable  musical  talent,  being  the  author 
of  a  number  of  musical  compositions  of 
note;  and  Olive  M.,  the  wife  of  Dayton 
Greeson,  who  resides  at  Pleasant  Plain,  Jef- 
ferson county,  Iowa.  All  are  married  and 
have  families.  The  father  died  in  April, 
1855,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years.  The 
mother  remained  a  widow  for  many  years 
and  died  in  Brooks  county.  Kansas,  July 
9,  1900,  when  nearly  seventy-four  years 
of  age. 

Joseph  A.  ]\lclntire  pursued  a  two-years 
course  of  study  in  the  Central  University, 
of  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  teaching  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  He  successfully  followed 
that  profession  for  many  years,  being  an 
instructor  in  ^'ocal  and  instrumental  music, 
giving  lessons  on  the  piano.  He  possesses 
a  remarkably  sweet  and  clear  tenor  voice 
and  has  been  the  leader  of  many  choirs.  His 
services  are  always  in  demand  at  local  en- 
tertainments au'd  he  has  done  much  to  pro- 
mote the  musical  taste  and  culture  of  the 
town  in  which  he  resides. 

In  the  fall  of  1878  Mr.  Mclntire  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  A. 
Strawn,  of  Kirkville,  Iowa,  a  daug-hter  of 
Nelson  and  Elizabeth  (Rhodes)  Strawn.  all 
of  Ohio.  Four  children  were  born  unto 
them,  but  the  eldest,  a  daughter,  died  in 
infancy,  and  Bertha  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  Walter  Ray  was  graduated  in  the 
high  school  in  Sidney,  and  in  1900  matricu- 
lated in  Grinnell  College,  in  Grinnell.  Iowa. 
He  served  in  Company  E,  of  the  Fifty-first 
Iowa  Infantry,  in  the  Philippines,  for  more 
than  a  year  and  participated  in  fifteen  en- 


gagements. He  made  an  excellent  record- 
as  a  soldier  and  is  a  good  student,  being 
particularly  proficient  in  mathematics.  Elsie 
May,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  now 
a  young  lady  of  fifteen  years,  attending  the 
schools  of  Sidney. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Mclntire  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  unswerving  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  principles  of  the  party.  For  two 
years  he  served  as  the  postmaster  of  Sidney,, 
under  President  Harrison,  and  since  July. 
1897,  he  has  been  the  postmaster  under 
President  McKinley's  administration.  He  is 
a  very  efficient,  faithful  and  accommodating 
officer,  always  found  at  his  post  of  duty,  and 
even  those  of  different  political  belief  com- 
mend him  for  his  fidelity  and  trustworthi- 
ness in  office.  For  eleven  years  he  has  made 
his  home  in  Sidney,  at  his  present  place  of 
residence.  Holding  membership  in  the  Bap- 
tist church,  he  has  served  as  one  of  its  dea- 
cons. He  has  also  served  as  the  leader  of 
the  choir  for  a  number  of  years  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  church  work.  As  a  citizen 
he  is  public  spirited  and  progressive. 


ZEDEKIAH  McXEW. 

One  of  the  well-known  citizens  and  early 
settlers  of  Iowa  and  an  honored  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  is  Zedekiah  McNew.  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  born  January  7,  1845. 
His  father,  \\"illiani  McNew,  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  lineage  and  was  reared  and  educated 
on  the  Emerald  Isle.  When  a  young  man  he 
decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  America  and, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States, 
located  in  North  Carolina.  In  Kentucky  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lucinda  Will- 
iams, who  was  born  in  that  state,  and  was 
of  \\'elsh  ancestry.     Her  father  was  a  sol- 
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<lier  in  the  war  of  18 u  and  fougiit  with 
General  Ar.drew  Jackson  at  New  Orleans, 
■where  the  American  loss  was  so  small  that 
the  enerajrement  became  known  as  the  "tear- 
less"  battle.  It  was  indeed  a  signal  victory 
for  the  American  army. 

In  1854  William  AlcXew  removed  with 
his  family  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Lncas  county, 
north  of  Sheridan.  This  state  was  then 
upon  the  wild  \i'estern  frontier.  Xo  rail- 
roads liad  been  built  and  the  most  far- 
sighted  cnuld  no!  have  dreamed  of  the  won- 
derful changes  which  were  soon  to  occirr 
and  transform  this  i>ortion  of  the  country 
into  one  of  the  leading  commonwealths  of 
the  Union.  Unto  Air.  and  Mrs.  AIcNew 
were  born  six  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living,  namely:  Mary,  of  Peoria,  Illinois; 
Zedekiah ;  Columbus,  who  makes  his  home 
at  Ri\-erton.  b)wa:  and  William,  of  Alary- 
^■ille,  Alissouri.  Two  sons  loyally  served 
their  countr}-  in  the  (/i\il  war  and  one  of 
them  was  Carlton,  of  llie  Thirty-fourth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Arkansas  Post,  thus  giving  his  life  in  de- 
fense of  his  country.  The  other  member 
of  the  family  was  Mrs.  Angeline  Atkin- 
son, who  died  in  Cuba,  Illinois.  Her  hus- 
band was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  is 
now  deceased.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  a  Protestant  in  religious  training.  He 
died  in  1849,  ^^^^^  the  mother  died  twelve 
years  ago,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Zedekiah  McN^ew  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  in  T^wa  and  assisted  in  the  work 
of  cultivating  and  developing  the  fields  until 
the  I  Jth  of  August,  1863,  when,  in  response 
to  the  President's  call  for  aid,  he  offered 
his  services  to  the  government  and  was  as- 
signed to  Company  D,  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Iowa  Infantry.     He  participated  in  the  siege 


of  Vicksburg.  under  General  Grant,  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post, 
^vhere  his  brother  was  killed,  and  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Black  River  bridge,  Fort  (iaincs, 
Fort  Morgan,  Fort  Blakely  and  the  Red 
River  expedition.  For  a  time  he  was  sta- 
tioned at  Houston,  Texas,  and  after  the  close 
of  the  war  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  was 
ever  found  true  and  loyal  to  the  banner 
under  which  he  eidisted  and  was  a  brave 
and  faithful  soldier.  Air.  McXew  resided 
in  Worth  county,  Missouri,  until  1870.  and 
for  some  time  was  employed  by  T.  ().  Mor- 
gan, one  of  the  prominent  agriculturists  of 
Fremont  county.  He  made  his  first  purchase 
of  land  twenty-one  years  ago,  becoming  the 
owner  of  fifty  acres,  which  has  been  trans- 
formed into  highly  cultivated  fields.  There 
is  a  new  modern  cnttage  upon  the  place, 
good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  an  orchard 
containing  all  kinds  of  fruit.  The  farm  is 
conveniently  located  about  a  mile  fruni 
Hamburg"  and  thus  the  accessories  of  city 
life  are  easily  attained. 

In  1874  Mr.  McXcw  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Airs.  Sarah  Alathews,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Channing 
Cowdes,  wdio  became  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Fremont  county  in  1847  '^'^^l  ^l'*^*^^  hc\'^  in 
1 89 1.  Airs.  AlcX'ew  passed  away  in  1896, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  3'ears.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  two  children :  ]o\\n  C. 
Alathews  and  Ada.  wh.o  is  the  wife  of  John 
Crone.  They  were  reared  liy  Air.  AlcXew. 
On  the  29th  of  April,  1900,  our  subject  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  beir.g  with 
Airs.  A.  Donnell,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and 
good  family.  She  holds  membership  in  the 
Baptist  church  and  enjoys  the  warm  regard 
of  many  friends.     In  his  political  views  Air. 
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McXew  is  a  free-silver  Democrat,  believ- 
ing in  the  principles  of  Democracy  as  pre- 
sented by  W.  J.  Bryan.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  Hamburg  Post,  No.  210.  G.  A. 
R.,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member.  His 
life  has  been  well  spent,  characterized  by  in- 
dustry, honesty  and  fidelity  to  duty,  and  in 
the  community  where  he  makes  his  home  he 
is  widely  and  favorably  known. 


WILBUR  W.  MICKELWAIT. 

Fortunate  is  the  man  who  has  back  ot 
him  an  ancestry  honorable  and  distin- 
guished ;  and  of  the  families  from  which  he 
is  descended  Mr.  Mickelwait  has  every  rea- 
son to  be  proud,  for  among  them  are  num- 
bered men  who  h.ave  become  prominent  in 
the  early  annals  of  the  country.  They 
ha\e  acted  an  important  part  in  the  events 
which  ha\-e  framed  our  colonial  history,  and 
ha\-e  l)een  honored  pioneers,  carrying  into 
the  newly  settled  regions  the  works  and 
customs  of  civilization.  His  ancestors  were 
distinguished  early  settlers  of  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky and  of  Ohio  and  at  a  later  date  mem- 
bers of  the  family  have  been  prominent  in 
molding  the  destiny  of  the  great  common- 
wealth in  which  our  subject  now  resides. 
Not  only  has  he  seen  southwestern  Iowa 
grow  from  a  wild  country  with  only  a  few 
white  inhabitants  to  a  rich  agricultural 
country,  containing  thousands  of  good 
homes  and  scores  of  growing  towns,  in- 
habited by  an  industrious,  prosperous,  en- 
lightened and  jjrogressive  people,  Init  also 
he  has  participated  in  and  assisted  the  heavy 
and  wearisome  work  of  development  which 
was  necessary  to  produce  a  change  so  com 
plete  as  to  be  popularly  referred  to  as  mag- 
ical. 


Among  the  native  sons  of  Mills  county 
is  numbered  Wilbur  W.  Mickelwait,  who 
was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead 
where  he  yet  resides.  It  is  a  magnificent 
estate  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  and 
is  situated  two  miles  west  from  Hillsdale. 
It  is  a  monument  to  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  spirit  of  the  pioneers  who  be- 
came possessors  of  the  land  at  an  early  day 
and  transformed  it  into  a  valuable  estate. 
There  the  subject  of  this  review  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  August  16,  1864. 
His  father.  Hon.  James  Mickelwait,  was  a 
native  of  England,  born  in  York,  and  when 
only  four  or  five  years  of  age  was  brought 
to  the  United  States.  He  w^as  a  son  of 
Willoughby  and  Susannah  (Woods)  Mick- 
elwait, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Eng- 
land, whence  they  came  with  their  family 
to  the  new  world.  In  185 1  he  cast  in  his 
lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  and  secured  his  present  family  home- 
stead, which  was  then  a  tract  of  wild  land, 
upon  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
or  an  improvement  made.  As  the  years 
passed  he  wrought  great  transformation  in 
the  appearance  of  his  land,  for  under  the  pro- 
cesses of  cultivation  the  wild  prairie  was 
changed  into  blossoming  fields,  giving  prom- 
ise of  abundant  harvests.  All  modern  acces- 
sories and  improvements  w^ere  added  to  the 
farm,  which  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the 
entire  state. 

Mr.  Mickelwait  was  a  man  of  marked  in- 
dividuality and  strong  character  and  was 
recognized  as  a  leader  of  public  thought 
and  movement.  He  was  known  as  one  of 
the  distinguished  residents  of  southwestern 
Iowa,  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing 
his  worth  and  ability,  had  at  different  peri- 
ods called  him  to  fill  minor  local  offices  of 
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trust.  Ilij^iier  honors,  lio\vc\er,  a\vaite<l  him 
and  in  i<^74  he  was  elected  t<i  represent  his 
district  in  the  state  lej^ishiturc.  becoming  a 
member  of  the  fifteenth  general  assembly  of 
Iowa.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment 
whose  opinions  were  relied  upon  in  all  mat- 
ters of  public  importance,  and  his  loyalty  and 
fidelity  to  the  best  interests  of  his  county, 
state  and  nation  was  ever  above  question. 
He  died  February  9.   1892. 

James  Mickelwait  was  united  in  ma- 
riage  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Bayles,  a  representa- 
tive of  an  eminent  Ohio  family  who>e  ances- 
tors are  famous  for  the  i)rominent  part  they 
took  ill  reclaiming  the  wilderness  of  Ken- 
tucky and  the  western  reserve  of  Ohio  for 
the  purpose  of  civilizatif^n.  Her  father 
was  Joseph  Bayles,  a  native  of  \^irginia  who 
when  about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  be- 
came a  resident  of  Ohio,  living  among  its 
early  settlers  engaged  in  the  work  of  carry- 
ing civilization  into  the  wild  districts  of  the 
then  far  west.  He  remained  in  tlie  Buckeye 
state  until  1845.  when  he  remo\ed  to  Iowa, 
where  his  last  days  were  passed.  He  died 
at  an  ad\-anced  a^e.  his  birtli  ha\ing  taken 
place  in  1760.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
name  of  Anne  Arrow  Sniitli.  was  born  in 
Maryland,  in  1766,  and  died  in  Lee  county, 
Iowa.  She,  too,  represented  a  family  dis- 
tinguished in  colonial  history.  The  mater- 
nal great-grandmother  of  our  subject  was 
Miss  Kenton,  a  sister  of  the  famous  General 
Simon  Kenton,  who  was  l)orn  in  Virginia 
in  1755,  and  his  name  figures  conspicuously 
in  the  annals  of  Kentucky  as  an  associate 
of  Daniel  Boone  and  George  Rogers  Clark 
in  the  Indian  wars  which  occurred  in  tliat 
state  and  gave  to  that  portion  of  the  country 
the  name  of  the  "dark  and  bloody  ground." 
Simon  Kenton  also  took  an  active  part  in 


concjuering  the  wilderness,  making  it  habit- 
able for  the  white  race  and  was  a  loyal  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812.  The  histories  of 
Ohio  have  much  to  say  concerning  General 
Kenton's  capture  by  the  Indians,  his  daring 
exploit  in  escaping  by  running  the  gauntlet 
and  of  his  numerous  other  deeds  of  bravery. 
He  had  the  faculty  of  making  friends  with 
the  Indians  and  on  one  occasion  defended 
them  against  an  attack  of  the  white  people 
of  Urbana,  Ohio,  in  which  town  he  was  then 
living.  By  his  foresight  in  this  matter  he 
saved  the  white  settlers  from  massacre  by 
the  red  men,  for  the  revengeful  spirit  of  the 
Indians  would  have  led  to  a  massacre  in  the 
natural  course  of  events  if  the  white  men 
had  been  allowed  to  carry  out  their  designs 
against  the  red  race.  General  Kenton  died 
in  1836,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  Some  of  the  oldest  residents  of  Ur- 
bana still  remember  him  as  one  of  the  brav- 
est soldiers  of  the  times.  The  Kentons  lived 
in  Kentucky  throughout  the  stirring  scenes 
connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  first 
settlements  of  the  white  race  there,  and  em- 
igrated from  Kentuckv  to  Ohio  in  the  vear 
1 80 1.  In  this  state  they  encountered  sim- 
ilar experiences,  and  the  work  which  they 
did  in  carrying  civilization  forward  into  the 
wilds  of  the  west  cannot  be  estimated,  but 
humanity  certainly  owes  them  a  debt  of 
gratitude  which  can  ne\er  be  repaid. 

The  Bayles  family  was  also  prominent 
as  pioneer  settlers.  David  Bayles,  the  ma- 
ternal great-gr.and father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  England  and  died  in  Ohio,  in  1836, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  people 
settled  originally  in  X'irginia.  William 
P>ayles,  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Mickelwait,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Buena  \'ista  in  the 
Mexican  war.     Two  of  her  brothers  were 
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soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  loyally  defending 
their  country  at  the  time  when  the  Union 
was  threatened  by  the  rebellion  of  the  south. 
One  of  these  is  Mason  Bayles,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  the  other 
is  Jesse  W.  Bayles,  who  makes  his  home  in 
California.  Mrs.  Mickelwait  is  still  living 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Mills  county,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  is  a  very  in- 
teresting woman,  conversing  entertainingly 
upon  many  events  connected  with  pioneer 
life  in  the  states  where  she  has  resided.  She 
had  three  children :  Wilbur  W.,  of  this  re- 
view; Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  Coates,of  Mills  county, 
and  James   j\I.,   living  in  El   Paso,   Texas. 

]\Ir.  Mickelwait,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the 
old  family  homestead  and  early  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  labors  of  the  farm  in  its  vari- 
ous departments.'  He  is  practical  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  farming  methods  and  is  a 
wide-awake,  enterprising  business  man,  con-- 
ducting  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  farms 
in  the  entire  state.  Everv  thing  about  the 
place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance,  bear- 
ing testimony  of  his  careful  supervision. 
The  fields  are  highly  cultivated  and  he  makes 
a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  highbred  cattle 
and  hogs.  He  is  also  extensively  engaged 
in  dairying,  and  in  both  branches  of  his  busi- 
ness is  meeting  with  success,  owing  to  his 
well  directed  efforts,  sound  business  judg- 
and  honorable  dealing.  At  Omaha  at  the 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  in  1898,  he 
received  a  diploma  and  bronze  medal  for 
scoring  over  ninety-five  points  in  butter- 
making.  He  is  also  the  vice-president  of 
the  State  Bank  at  Tabor,  Iowa,  and  a  di- 
rector in  the  State  Bank  at  Macedonia. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Mickelwait  and  presides  with  graceful  hos- 


pitality over  their  pleasant  home,  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Miss  May  Pitzer.  She  was 
born  in  Nebraska,  in  1867.  They  have  four 
children:  Nellie  B.,  Mabel  C,  Claude  B.  and 
Edna.  The  parents  hold  membership  in  the 
Hillsdale  Methodist  church,  contributing  lib- 
erally to  its  support,  and  take  an  active  part 
in  its  work.  Mr.  Mickelwait  is  a  Prohibi- 
tionist in  politics  and  is  now  serving  as  a 
school  director,  and  the  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a  warm  friend.  His  co-opera- 
tion is  heartily  given  to  every  movement 
calculated  to  prove  a  benefit  along  material, 
social,  intellectual  and  moral  lines,  and  he 
is  justly  numbered  among  the  most  valued 
and  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 


WINFIELD  S.  GREENWOOD. 

Throughout  his  life  Winfield  S.  Green- 
wood has  resided  in  Eremont  cour.ty  and 
represents  one  of  the  pioneer  families.  Peo- 
ple of  the  twentieth  century  can  scarcely 
realize  the  struggles  and  dangers  which  at- 
tended the  early  settlers,  the  heroism  and 
self-sacrifice  of  lives  passed  upon  the  borders 
of  civilization,  the  hardships  endured,  the 
difficulties  overcome.  These  tales  of  the 
early  days  read  almost  like  a  romance  to 
us.  To  the  pioneer  of  the  early  days,  far 
removed  from  the  pri\'ileges  and  conven- 
iences of  city  or  town,  the  struggle  for  exist- 
ence was  a  stern  and  hard  one,  and  these 
men  and  Avomen  must  have  possessed  in- 
domitable energies  and  sterling  worth  of 
character,  as  well  as  marked  p'hysical  cour- 
age, when  they  thus  voluntarily  selected  such 
a  life  and  successfully  fought  its  battles  un- 
der such  circumstances  as  prevailed  in  the 
northwest. 
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Mr.  Greenwood  is  numbered  among  the 
representatives  of  the  aq'ricnUural  interests 
of  Fremont  count}-,  takes  an  active  interest 
in  pubhc  affairs  and  ranks  among  tiic  lead- 
ing and  influential  citizens  of  this  portion  of 
the  state.  His  fellow  townsmen  have  indi- 
cated their  confidence  and  trust  rejjosed  in 
him  hy  electing  him  county  commissioner, 
and  to  those  who  are  familiar  w  iih  his  up- 
right life  it  is  needless  to  say  that  his  duties 
have  been  performed  in  a  caprd)le  and  effi- 
cient manner.  He  was  born  in  this  county 
October  29.  1848,  his  parents  being  Thomas 
and  Eliza  (  Brubaker)  Greenwood,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
Avhich  state  they  were  married.  .Afterward 
they  removed  to  jMissouri,  locating  in  Da- 
viess county,  that  state,  in  1843.  ^^  hile  a 
resident  there  the  father  engaged  in  freight- 
ing across  the  plains  to  Fort  Kearney,  and 
about  1846  he  brought  his  family  to  Fre- 
mont county,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  this  portion  of  the  state.  He  entered  a 
claim  trom  the  government,  and  as  soon  as 
the  land  was  placed  on  the  market  he  im- 
proved a  farm  near  the  town  of  Thurman. 
and  also  did  some  freigiiting  after  coming 
to  Iowa,  but  ultimately  put  aside  all  busi- 
ness cares  in  order  that  he  might  dex'ote  his 
entire  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  As 
a  citizen  he  was  recognized  as  one  who  ex- 
erted a  strong  influence  for  good  in  public 
affairs.  For  a  nunil)er  of  years  he  filled  the 
office  of  county  judge  when  much  of  the 
business  of  the  county  devolved  upon  that 
official.  He  was  a  school-teacher  and  also 
examined  other  teachers.  Tn  ])olitics  he  was 
a  ^^'hig^  supporting  the  party  until  its  disso- 
lution when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new 
Republican  i)arty.  He  gave  earnest  con- 
sideration to  every  question  which  came  up 


for  settlement,  keeping  well  informed  on  the 
issues  of  the  day.  Broad-minded  and  ener- 
getic, he  was  well  fitted  for  leadership  and 
left  the  impre.ss  of  his  individuality  on  the 
development  and  improvement  of  the  cam- 
ty.  When  he  first  came  to  Iowa  Indians 
were  still  numerous  in  this  portion  of  the 
state,  game  was  very  plentiful  and  wild 
beasts  roamed  over  the  country.  The  pio- 
neers had  to  gtj  long  distances  to  mill  and 
sometimes  had  to  substitute  potatoes  and 
hominy  for  bread.  Marketing  was  done  on 
the  Missouri  river  and  hogs  were  taken  to- 
St.  Joseph  and  Council  Bluffs  for  sale,  but 
emigrants  consumed  much  of  the  products 
that  were  raised  in  this  locality.  The  early 
settlers  experienced  all  of  the  hardships  and 
trials  of  frontier  life,  but  uncomplainingly 
bore  them  all  in  order  to  secure  a  good  home. 
Mr.  Greenwood  was  particularly  helpful  t<3 
the  new  comers,  giving  them  information 
concerning  land  values  and  favorable  loca- 
tions. His  home  was  often  opened  as  a 
place  of  entertainment  for  those  who  vis- 
ited the  neighborhood  and  the  household 
was  ever  celebrated  for  its  gracious  hospital- 
ity, yir.  Greenwood  commanded  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  an 
unusual  degree  and  was  very  widely  known 
thoughout  the  western  portion  of  the  state. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  their 
Christian  principles  permeated  their  lives 
and  prompted  their  kindly  treatment  of  their 
fellow  men.  Mr.  Greenwood  remained  upon 
the  old  homestead  until  his  death,  which  f)C- 
currcd  in  ]88;.  but  his  wife  survi\ed  him 
until  1894.  When  he  passed  away  he  was 
the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  and  for  many  years  he  had 
l^een  enabletl   to   surround   his   familv   with 
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many  comforts,  which  he  secured  through 
his  honest  and  indefatigable  labor. 

The  children  born  unto  this  worthy 
couple  were  as  follows:  John,  who  was  ac- 
cidentally shot;  Clarinda,  who  became  Mrs. 
George  B.  Leggett ;  William,  who  died  while 
serving  his  country  in  the  Civil  war  as  a 
member  of  the  First  Nebraska  Regiment ; 
Joseph,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Fourth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  after  his  discharge,  on 
account  of  disability,  returned  to  his  home, 
and  soon  after  died;  W.  S..  of  this  review; 
\ValteT,  a  merchant  who  died  in  Kansas 
City,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  son ;  and 
Thomas,  who  died,  leaving  one  daug'hter,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  invisible 
world. 

Winfield  S.  Greenwood  was  born  and 
reared  in  Fremont  county  and  thus  far  has 
always  lived  within  its  borders.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  he  was  married  and  be- 
gan farming"  on  his  own  account.  He  has 
since  resided  on  one  or  two  other  farms  and 
in  1882  removed  to  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence. At  that  time  it  had  a  log  house  upon 
it.  but  he  has  since  erected  a  commodious 
two-story  frame  residence  and  made  other 
substantial  improvements,  planted  an  or- 
chard, set  out  a  grove  of  ornamental  and 
forest  trees  and  now  has  a  beautiful  place 
of  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  lying  in 
the  valley  of  the  Nishnabotna  river.  It  is  a 
most  desirable  property,  the  fields  being  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation,  while  in  the 
pastures  are  seen  fine  grades  of  stock.  At 
an  early  day  he  fed  cattle  on  quite  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  l)ut  has  since  abandoned  that 
part  of  his  work. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  Mrs. 


Greenwood   was   in  her   maidenhood    Miss 
Flora  J..  Holloway,  a  representative  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  of  Iowa.     She  was 
born  February   14.    1850,   in  Holt  county, 
Missouri,   a  daughter  of  William    J.    and 
Elizabeth   (Allison)    Holloway,  the  former 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Vir- 
ginia.    They  became  pioneers  of  Fremont 
county,  Iowa,  where  the  father  entered  and 
improved  a  large  tract  of  land,   becoming 
an  extensive  farmer  and  stock-feeder,  being 
a  leader  in  that  line  in  an  early  day.    He  was 
widely  recognized  as  a  most  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  the  county  and  when  engaged 
in  ship^Ding  stock  to  Chicago  he  was  killed 
by  the  cars   near   Ottumwa,    Iowa,    about 
1 88 1.     His  ability  as  a    financier    and    his 
capable  management  brought  to  him  a  high 
degree  of  success,  while  in  trade  circles  he 
sustained  an  unassailable  reputation  by  rea- 
son of  his  well-known  honesty.     He  never 
wavered  in  his  support  of  the  Republican 
party  and   its  principles,   yet  never  sought 
ofiice.     After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
again   married.      The   children  by  the  first 
union  were :  Mrs.  Greenwood ;  John  M.,  Jo- 
seph W.  and  Humphrey  N.,  who  followed 
farming ;    Mrs.     Elizabeth     Roberts ;     and 
Thomas  S.  and  Elmer,  who  are  also  well- 
known  agriculturists.     For  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Holloway  married  Mrs.  Hoop,  a  widow. 
They  had  two  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in    infancy,    while  the  other  is  Charles,  a 
farmer.     INIr.  and  Mrs.  Greenwood  have  had 
five  children :  William,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years ;  Raymond  E. ;  May,  the 
wife  of  F.  Woodard ;  and  Clara  and  Bessie, 
who  are  at  home. 

In  his  Dolitical  views  Mr.  Greenwood  has 
alwa3^s  been  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and   takes   an   active   interest   in   the 
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growth  and  success  of  his  party,  yet  has  Ijcen 
modest  in  his  demands  for  official  honors. 
Unsolicited  he  received  the  nomination  for 
county  commissioner,  and  to  that  office  is 
again  elected  for  the  seci>nd  lime,  while  .t 
this  writing  he  is  serving  as  chairman  of 
the  b(jard.  He  lives  in  a  strong  Democratic 
county  and  his  election  is  all  the  more  tlat- 
tering  as  it  indicates  unniislakahK-  his  abil- 
ity and  the  confidence  and  regard  accorded 
him  hy  his  fellow  townsmen. 


WITJ.TAM  HALL. 

William  Hall,  whose  record  as  a  brave 
and  gallant  soldier  is  equaled  by  his  credita- 
ble career  as  a  citizen  and  business  man,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Fremont  county  for  the 
past  thirty  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, having  been  born  in  Northamptonshire, 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1839.  His  father,  Luke 
Hall,  was  born  March  16,  1818,  in  the  same 
county,  and  when  he  had  attained  adult  age 
he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Ann  Barrett,  who  also 
was  born  in  the  same  locality,  representing  a 
good  family  there.  She  .died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  leaving  one  son,  \Villiam, 
whose  name  introduces  this  record.  He  was 
thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  father  on  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic 
to  the  new  world.  They  took  passage  at 
Liverpool  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  after  a 
stormy  voyage  of  six  weeks  arrived  at  New 
York,  the  year  of  the  cholera  epidemic.  They 
then  removed  to  the  Mississippi  \alley,  set- 
tling in  Aurora,  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where 
the  father  secured  employment  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, working  on  the  road  from  Aurora  to 
Mendota.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Bristol, 
Illinois,  and  afterward  came  to  Iowa,  where 


he  was  employed  on  the  Burlington  road, 
being  in  the  service  of  the  railroad  company 
for  twenty-five  years.  Through  a  considera- 
ble period  he  resided  in  Lancaster  county, 
Nebraska,  engaged  in  farming.  In  1892  he 
came  t<^  Fremont  county  to  make  his  home 
with  his  son  William,  and  with  him  resided 
until  189C),  when  he  was  called  to  his  linal 
rest.  He  was  very  industrious,  energetic, 
resolute  and  honest.  His  political  support 
was  given  the  Republican  party,  in  religious 
belief  he  was  connected  with  the  Church  of 
England,  and  socially  he  was  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Having  spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of 
his  life  in  the  land  of  his  birth  William  Hall 
then  came  to  the  new  world  with  his  father. 
He  had  attended  school  in  England,  and 
after  reaching  this  country  he  began  earning 
his  own  li\elihootl  in  the  ser\ice  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany. During  the  Civil  war  he  responded 
to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  aid.  enlisting 
on  the  15th  of  November,  1861.  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  H.  T.  Reid.  who  was 
wounded  at  Shiloh,  and  was  then  succeeded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dewey.  Mr.  Hall 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  Meridian 
raid,  and  was  honorably  discharged  Decem- 
ber 31,  i8()3,  after  which  he  veteranized  and 
was  under  the  command  of  General  Sher- 
man. During  his  second  term  of  enlistment 
he  was  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  New  Hope 
Church  and  Burnt  Hickory.  He  drove  a 
government  team  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah, 
and  at  length  took  passage  on  a  vessel  to 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  thence  he  w  cut  to 
Pocotalico,  Columbia.  Raleigh.  North  Caro- 
lina, Richmond  and  thence  to  Washington, 
D.   C,  where  he  participated  in  the  grand 


328 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


review.  He  was  honorably  discharged  July 
24,  1865,  at  Louisville.  Kentucky,  and  was 
paid  off  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Hall  then  returned  to  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  and  was  employed  for  three 
years  as  a  farmer  in  that  count}^,  thence  went 
to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad.  In  1870  he  came  to  Farragut,  in 
the  employ  of  that  road  as  section  foreman, 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  1887, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  com- 
prising eighty  acres  of  good  land.  It  has 
since  been  his  home  and  gives  evidence  in  its 
thrifty  appearance  of  the  care  and  supervis- 
ion which  he  bestows  upon  it.  The  fields  are 
kept  in  good  condition  and  everything  about 
the  place  is  attractive  by  reason  of  the  orderly 
condition  and  exq'ellent  business  methods 
which  are  followed. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1866,  in  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Hall  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Theressa  A.  Denny,  who 
has  belen  to  him  a  good  wife  and  faithful 
companion  on  life's  journey.  She  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  Indiana,  September 
7,  1844,  and  was  reared  in  that  state.  Her* 
father  died  in  Indiana,  but  her  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  Henry  county,  Iowa.  Sija 
children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hall,  namely :  Fanny  Ellen,  now  the  wife  of 
P.  Greenlee,  of  Holt  county,  Missouri;  Will- 
iam Luke,  of  Crete,  Nebraska;  Robert  J., 
who  is  living  in  Kansas ;  George  W.,  also  a 
resident  of  Holt  county,  Missouri;  Charles 
F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and 
Rachel  E.,  who  completes  the  family.  Mrs. 
Hall  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church 
and  Mr  Hall  belongs  to  Ransom  Post,  No. 
379,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Farragut,  taking  a  very  ac- 
tive part  in  its  work  and  serving  for  some 


time  as  the  officer  of  the  day.  He  is  a  pop- 
ular man  by  reason  of  his  genial  manner  and 
pleasant  address,  combined  with  the  utmost 
reliability. 


DANIEL  C.  MUFFLEY. 

Daniel  C.  Muftley,  who  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Mills  county,  was 
born  on  the  3d  of  February,  1850,  in  De- 
kalb county,  Missouri,  his  parents  being- 
George  Muffley,  who  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mary  Ann  (nee  Laymon), 
who  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  The  family 
is  of  German  lineage  and  is  noted  for  lon- 
gevity. The  maternal  grandmother  died  at 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  six  years  in 
Buchanan  county,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Laymon, 
the  maternal  grandmother,  and  Mrs.  Muf- 
fley, the  paternal  grandmother,  both  died  on 
the  same  day.  George  Muflley,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  removed  from  Buchanan  coun- 
ty, Missouri,  in  1849,  and  the  following 
year  took  up  his  abode  in  Daviess  county. 
He  was  a  cooper  and  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
following  those  pursuits  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  died  in  March, 
1855,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  Mills  county,  in  1873,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years  having  made  her  home 
with  her  son  Daniel,  after  her  husband's 
death.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  His  brother,  Joseph  Mad- 
ison Muflley,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  was 
taken  prisoner  and  died  four  days  after  his 
capture. 

Mr.  Muffley,  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  of  this  article,  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  at  an  early  age  and  has  since  been 
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BENJAMIN   1-.   DUNAGAN. 

A  prominent  citizen  and  snccessftil 
farmer  of  Mills  connty.  Iowa,  is  I'cniamin  F. 
Dunagan,   the  subject  of  tliis   sketch.     He 


dependent  upon  his  own  resources  for  a 
]i\-ing.  He  came  in  Mills  cnunly  in  ihe  fall 
of  iiS()S  and  for  ahnul  Inur  \x'ars  was  a 
resident  of  Center  tnwnship.  lie  then  went 
to  the  I'acitic  coast,  resided  for  ahoiu  four 
years  in  Oregon  and  then  again  became  a 
resident  of  Center  township  in  1879.  On 
the  14th  of  March  of  the  following  year  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  ]\lary  V.. 
^\'right.  a  daugiiter  of  Alexander  Wright. 
a  native  of  Ohio.  Five  children  have  been 
l)orn  unto  them — George  D.,  Joseph  E., 
Eftie  May.  Jolm  and  iM-ank. 

In  ]88o  Mr.  Muffley  removed  to  John- 
son county,  Nebraska,  but  the  same  year  re- 
turned to  Center  township,  and  on  the  iith 
of  ^larch,  i88j,  became  a  resident  of  kaules 
township.  After  two  years  he  remo\ed  t(j 
Pottawattamie  county,  low^.  Three  years 
subsequentl}'  and  for  the  fonrth  lime  he  re- 
turned to  Center  township,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  for  fourteen  years,  when  he 
stock,  and  in  cultivating  his  helds,  both 
Platteville  townshi]),  where  he  has  resided 
since  the  ist  of  March,  1900.  He  ow-ns 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  land  and 
is  extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
stock,  and  is  cultivating  his  fields,  both 
branches  of  his  business  proving  to  him  a 
profitable  source  of  income.  He  is  a  most 
energetic  farmer,  diligence  and  enterprise 
being  numbered  among  his  most  marked 
characteristics.  He  votes  witli  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office,  preferring  to  give  his  attention 
to  his  business  affairs. 


was  b(jrn  in  Missouri,  in  September,  1850, 
a  .son  of  John  and  Margaret  E.  (Gallaher) 
Dunagan,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native 
of  Knoxville,  Tennes.see,  and  died  in  Mis- 
.sonri  when  our  subject  was  a  child  of  nine 
mcjnths.  John  Dunagan  was  a  son  of  Nich- 
olas Dunagan,  a  gallant  soldier  in  t'he  wan 
of  1812,  being  n(jted  in  his  locality  as^a  dar- 
ing antagonist,  being  a  very  strong  man  and 
exceedingly  brave.  Our  .^subject  has  few 
relatives  living,  an  aunt.  Mrs.  li.  Witt,  a  res- 
ident of  Mills  county,  and  one  brother,  Will- 
iam  A.  Dunagan,  wh.o  is  a  farmer  in  this 
county.  Four  sisters  died  in  Missouri,  and 
one,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Critt,  the  wife  of  a  very 
prominent  farmer,  died  in  this  county  in 
1895.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born 
and  married  in  Tennessee,  l)ut  is  now  de- 
ceased, dying  in  Mills  county.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Gallaher,  a  miller  by 
occupation  and  a  well  known  resident  of 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  Dunagan,  of  our  sketch,  came  to 
Mills  county  with  his  grandfather  in  1852; 
hence  he  is  one  of  the  very  oldest  residents. 
He  was  educated  in  this  county  and  has  been 
a  witness  to  its  wontlerful  development.  He 
is  pleasantly  located  upon  a  fine  farm  three 
miles  from  the  town  of  Hillsdale  and  en- 
gages most  successfully  in  general  farming. 
His  land  shows  much  cultivation  and  all  of 
his  surroundings  are  in  keeping. 

Our  subject  married  Sarah  A.  ]\lartin, 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  C.  ^Lartin.  who 
still  resides  in  this  county.  The  family 
of  Mr.  Dunagan  consists  of  Lemuel  F.,  a 
farmer  residing  in  the  neighborhood.  Mar- 
tha, Clara.  Millard  C.  and  Clarence  E.  The 
family  is  one  of  the  most  highly  regarded 
in  the  Methodist  church  of  Hillsdale,  where 
they  are  consistent  members.   In  politics  Mr. 
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Dunagan  is  a  Republican  and  has  held  the 
office  of  trustee  of  Center  township  for  six 
years,  efficiently  performing  the  duties  of  the 
office.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  organization  and  is  a  man  of  such 
superiority  of  character  that  his  friends  are 
manv. 


HON.   CHARLES  W.   BLACK. 

Hon.  Charles  \Y.  Black  resides  at  Mal- 
vern, Iowa  surrounded  by  the  comfort  that 
earnest  labor  has  brought  him.  His  has  been 
a  busy,  active  and  useful  career,  and  his  close 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  has  brought 
to  him  a  handsome  competence,  his  pleasant 
home  with  its  attractive  surroundings  being 
a  visible  evidence  of  what  he  has  accom- 
plished. His  father,  William  Black,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  born  in  Strathaven, 
March  9,  18 17,  and  in  the  spring  of  1838 
came  to  the  United  States.  He  took  pas- 
sage on  an  old  sailing  vessel  at  Glasgow  and 
was  forty-eight  days  upon  the  water.  That 
summer  was  spent  in  and  around  Rochester, 
New  York,  and  in  the  fall  he  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  May,  1900.  In 
1 87 1,  however,  he  came  to  Malvern,  where 
for  fifteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business.  He  married  Miss  Martha 
Reed,  who  was  born  near  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
March  9,  1821,  and  died  in  Malvern,  Iowa, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Her  father 
shouldered  his  musket  as  a  representative 
of  the  Protestant  side  of  the  Irish  Rebellion, 
when  only  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Black  of  this  review,  was  born  near 
Brownsville,  Ohio,  September  27,  1843, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  like 
the  average  farmer  boy.     When  the  country 


became  involved  in  civil  war  he  resolved  to 
enlist  as  a  soldier  for  the  Union,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  responded  to  the  first  call 
for  three-months  volunteers,  but  A\'as  not 
mustered  into  service.  On  the  ist  of  .\ugust, 
1 86 1,  he  re-enlisted  for  three  years'  service 
as  a  mem1)er  of  Company  G,  Thirty-second 
Ohio  A'olunteer  Infantry.  This  regiment 
had  more  names  on  its  roll  than  any  other 
Ohio  regiment  that  went  forth  to  defend  the 
Union.  He  veteranized  on  the  17th  of  Qe- 
cember,  1863,  at  Vicksburg,  again  enlisting 
for  three  years.  He  was  in  the  service  al- 
together for  about  four  years,  being  mus- 
tered out  after  the  close  of  the  war  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1865. 
He  entered  the  army  from  patriotic  motives 
and  was  always  found  at  his  post  of  duty, 
valiantl}^  defending  the  old  flag  and  the 
cause  it  represented.  He  participated  in  all 
of  the  engagements  in  which  his  company 
took  part,  but  fortunately  was  never  injured, 
nor  did  he  lose  a  day  from  illness  or  other 
cause. 

Returning  to  his  home  after  the  w^ar, 
Mr.  Black  felt  the  need  of  a  better  education 
than  he  had  previously  acquired,  and  for  two 
winters  attended  college,  while  devoting  the 
summer  months  to  work  on  the  farm.  In 
the  spring  of  1867  he  removed  to  Tonica, 
Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  on 
rented  land  for  a  short  time,  and  later  bought 
a  small  place.  He  continued  his  residence 
there  until  the  spring  of  1872,  when  he  came 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  two  and  a  half 
miles  north  of  Malvern,  which  he  converted 
into  a  fine  stock  farm  by  adding  to  the  orig- 
inal purchase.  He  continues  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  now  resid- 
ing in  ]\Ialvern. 
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On  the  9th  i)f  September,  1S67,  Mr. 
Black  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha Landes,  who  died  in  Malvern,  in  187.',  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  By  that  union 
were  born  tw(,)  children,  Marion  and  Mar- 
garet. Mr.  Black  was  married  January  14, 
1875,  "^  ^iihs  county,  his  second  union  being 
with  !Miss  Hannali  B.  Evans.  She  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
completed  her  literary  education  in  the 
Western  High  School  of  Baltimore.  Her 
father,  William  M.  Evans,  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  181 3, 
and  died  in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  1885.  He 
married  Sarah  A.  Van  Kirk,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Washington  county,  in  181 2,  and 
who  passed  away  in  Mills  county,  in  1882, 
the  family  having  come  to  the  latter  county 
in  1873. 

j\lr.  Black  is  liberal,  public-spirited  and 
progressive  and  in  his  political  views  is  an 
out  and  out  Republican.  He  filled  several 
local  offices  in  the  towaiship  where  he  re- 
sided, and  in  1899  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature,  in  which  he  faithfuly  represents 
his  district.  He  is  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Home  for  Feeble-Blinded  Chil- 
dren, and  is  a  member  of  other  important 
committees.  His  wise  counsel  is  sought  on 
many  matters  of  interest  to  the  county  and 
state,  and  it  is  to  such  men  as  he  that  is  due 
the  credit  of  our  wise  and  beneficent  legisla- 
tion. Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has  supported 
those  enterprises  which  he  believes  calculated 
to  advance  the  public  welfare.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers,  and  is  still  a  prominent 
member  of  Milton  Summers  Post,  No.  204, 
G.  A.  R..  of  'Malvern,  of  which  he  was  the 

first    commander.     Religiously    he   and    his  i 
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family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  are  prominent  in  the  community 
where  they  reside. 


O.   A.    EDGERTOX. 

O.  A.  Edgerton,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  of  Fremont  county, 
whose  success  in  business  and  fidelity  to  the 
duties  of  citizenship  class  him  among  the 
representative  residents  of  southwestern 
Iowa,  was  born  near  Des  Moines,  this  state, 
on  the  1st  of  Jnne,  i860.  His  father,  Owen 
Edgerton,  was  a  prominent  and  well  known 
early  settler  of  this  state.  He  was  born  in 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  and  belonged  to  a 
good  Quaker  family  noted  for  energy,  hon- 
esty and  piety.  The  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  near  Richmond, 
Wayne  county.  Indiana,  upon  a  farm,  and 
in  the  public  schools  near  his  home  he  ac- 
quired his  education. 

During  the  early  period  of  settlement  in 
central  Iowa  he  came  to  this  state,  and  in 
1867  took  up  his  abode  in  Fremont  county. 
He  had  wedded  Miss  Mary  Rich  and  found 
in  her  a  most  capable  assistant  anil  compan- 
ion for  the  journey  of  life.  She  was  born  in 
Randolph  county.  North  Carolina,  and  her 
father  also  was  connected  with  the  Society 
of  Friends  and  died  in  Indiana.  Upon  ar- 
riving in  Fremont  county  Owen  Edgerton 
made  the  third  settlement  in  Locust  Grove 
township.  All  was  new  and  primitive;  na' 
ture  had  bountifully  provided  for  those  who 
wished  to  secure  homes,  but  to  the  settlers  re- 
mained the  arduous  task  of  developing  the 
land  and  making  it  productive  through  cul- 
tivation. In  1869  he  sold  his  first  farm  and 
came  to  the  homestead  in  Madison  township. 
Devotinof  considerable  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  he  found  that  he  greatly  augmented 
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his  income  thereby,  and  through  his  well 
directed  efforts  he  became  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  this  portion  of  the  state. 
That  he  was  universally  esteemed  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  he  was  known  through- 
out the  county  as  Uncle  Owen.  He  possessed 
a  sunny,  genial  disposition,  a  jovial  manner 
and  pleasing  address,  and  these  cjualities  won 
him  many  friends.  In  public  affairs  he  was 
a  prominent  factor  and  w^as  regarded  as  one 
of  the  reliable  and  trustworthy  citizens  of  his 
community.  Having  been  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  Masonry,  he  advanced  through 
the  various  degrees  and  became  a  Knight 
Templar.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  was  a  firm  believer 
in  the  Creator  and  the  Gospel.  .  To  his 
family  he  was  a  loving  and  tender  husband 
and  father,  to  his  neighbors  a  faithful  friend, 
and  when  death  came  to  him  a  large  majority 
of  citizens  in  this  county  felt  a  personal  loss. 
He  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-four, 
leaving  behind  him  an  untarnished  name. 
]Mrs.  Edgerton  still  survives  her  husband 
and  is  living  with  her  son  Owen  A.,  who  sup- 
plies her  with  all  the  comforts  and  conve- 
niences of  life.  She  is  now  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  well  preserved  in  mind  and  body 
and  is  a  worthy  Christian  woman,  holding 
membership  in  the  church  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventists.  Mr.  Edgerton  has  had 
seven  children :  Eliza,  the  wife  of  H.  Means, 
of  Riverton  township,  Fremont  county; 
William,  at  home;  John  M,,  who  is  engaged 
in  cattle-raising  at  Guide  Rock.  Nebraska; 
]Mary  AL,  now  the  wife  of  E.  P.  Blaisdeh, 
of  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa;  Owen  A.,  of  this 
re^•iew ;  Eli.  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years ;  and  an  infant  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  months. 

Owen  A.  Edgerton  spent  the  days  of  his 


youth  on  the  home  farm,  working  in  field 
and  meadow  or  in  the  pastures  caring  for 
the  stock.  He  procured  his  education  in 
Bloomfield,  Iowa,  and  in  other  schools,  and 
in  1879  \vent  to  Nebraska  with  a  herd  of 
cattle,  engaging  in  business  there  while  yet 
in  his  'teens.  He  has  always  been  a  man  of 
marked  energy,  careful  in  forming  his  plans 
yet  determined  in  their  execution,  and  his 
success  is  attributable  to  his  own  labors.  The 
homestead  farm  upon  which  he  resides  is  one 
of  the  best  and  most  valuable  in  the  town- 
ship, being  improved  with  a  fine  residence, 
barns  and  all  modern  accessories  and  con- 
veniences, including  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery. He  also  has  eighteen  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Webster  county,  Nebraska,  and  a 
farm  in  Jewell  county,  Kansas,  where  he 
keeps  large  herds  of  cattle  and  other  stock. 
He  has  been  extremely  prosperous  in  his 
stock-raising  intrests,  for  he  is  an  excellent 
judge  of  stock  and  is  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  best  methods  of  caring  for  them  so  as  to 
produce  a  healthful  growth  and  keep  them  in 
good  condition. 

Mr.  Edgerton  was  married  in  Madison, 
Nebraska,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1886,  to 
Miss  Victoria  Payne,  a  cultured  lady,  born 
in  Sullivan  county,  Missouri,  a  daughter  of 
John  Payne,  a  prominent  and  well  know^n  cit- 
izen of  that  county,  who  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky. Her  father  served  as  a  member  of 
the  county  board  for  a  number  of  years  in  a 
most  creditable  manner,  being  elected  to 
that  office  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mrs. 
Edgerton  acquired  her  education  in  Fremont 
county  and  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  by  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two 
sons — Charles  Owen,  who  is  now  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  John  Glenn,  who  is  in  his 
twelfth  year. 
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For  a  number  of  years  'Sh.  Edgerton 
was  a  Republican  in  his  political  aftiliations, 
but  like  many  progressive  citizens  he  advo- 
cated the  free-silver  platform  advanced  by 
the  Democratic  party  in  1896  and  has  since 
supported  Bryan.  He  is  now  filling  the  office 
of  county  commissioner  and  labors  earnestly 
and  indefatigably  for  the  best  development 
of  the  county  along  material  lines  of  prog- 
ress. Socially  he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
the  blue  lodge  and  chapter,  and  his  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  stands  six  feet  in  height  and 
weighs  two  hundred  pounds.  He  easily  wins 
friends,  and  moreover  he  has  the  happy 
faculty  of  retaining  them  as  the  years  pass 
by.  Among  the  popular  residents  of  the 
county  he  is  numbered. 


J.  H.  UTTERBACK. 

When  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  and 
Iowa  sent  her  brave  men  to  the  front  to  aid- 
in  the  preservation  of  tlie  L'nion  J.  H.  Utter- 
back  was  among  the  number  who  donned  the 
blue  and  followed  the  old  flag  upon  southern 
battle-fields.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Fre- 
mont county  since  1853,  and  in  the  long 
years  which  have  since  passed  he  has  shown 
his  fidelity  to  the  duties  of  citizenship  not 
only  in  times  of  war  but  also  in  times  of 
peace.  He  was  born  in  Piatt  county,  Dli- 
nois.  fifty  miles  east  of  Spring-field,  on  the 
1 2th  of  February,  1847,  ^^''^1  i^  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  patriotic  families  of  the 
Prairie  state.  The  family  is  of  German 
lineage,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
having  been  born  in  Germany,  whence  he 
came  to  America,  establishing  the  name  on 
the  soil  of  the  new  world.  Thompson  Ut- 
terback,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 


born  in  Cu]i)C[)cr  Court  House,  in  Culpe- 
per  county,  Virginia,  and  later,  seeking  a 
home  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  took  up  his 
abode  in  Iowa,  his  last  days  being  spent  in 
i^icas  county,  near  Chariton,  His  wife  died 
in  Indiana. 

Her  son,  James  Utterback,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  ere  their  removal  from 
Culpeper  Court  House.  He  was,  however, 
largely  reared  in  Montgomery  county,  In- 
diana, where  he  assisted  in  farming  and  pur- 
sued his  education  in  a  log  schoolhouse, 
w  hich  was  seated  with  slab  benches  and  sup- 
plied with  such  primitive  furniture  as  was 
common  in  that  time.  He  was  married  in  the 
Hoosier  state  to  Miss  Martha  Monroe,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio  and  reared  in  Indiana,  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  Monroe,  ofi 
Ohio.  Her  mother  died  in  Piatt  ccjunty, 
Illinois.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  James  Utterback 
resided  upon  a  farm  in  Piatt  county  until 
1853,  whence  they  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, by  rail  and  thence  came  up  the  Mis- 
souri river  by  steamer  to  Sidney  Landings 
stopping  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri, 
whence  the  journey  was  completed  by  team 
to  Madison  township,  Fremont  county,  Iowa. 
Securing  a  tract  of  land  the  father  began  the 
development  of  a  farm,  making  a  good 
home,  whereon  he  spent  his  remaining  days. 
His  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven,  loved  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  the 
father  attained  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  in  religious  belief  was  a  Cumberland 
Presbyterian.  The  cause  of  Christianity 
and  temperance  found  in  him  a  warm  friend, 
and  advocate,  and  he  labored  earnestly  to 
support  the  interests  which  he  believed  would 
prove  of  benefit  to  his  fellow  men.  He  in- 
structed his  children  in  lessons  of  honesty, 
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industry  and  sobriety  and  left  to  them  the 
])riceless  heritage  of  an  untarnished  name. 
Air.  Utterback  had  six  children :  Mrs.  Sarah 
Trout,  of  Cherry  Vale,  ^Montgomery  county, 
Kansas;  Mrs.  Verrinda,  of  Riverton  town- 
ship, Fremont  county,  now  deceased;  Mar- 
tha, the  widow  of  William  Meek,  of  River- 
ion  township;  W.  T.,  who  died  in  Madison 
township,  Fremont  county,  in  1861;  Mrs. 
Ruth  McKissick;  and  Mrs.  Eliza  McKis- 
sick,  who  died  in  Fremont  county. 

J.  H.  Utterback  was  a  little  lad  of  six 
summers  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
u'om  Illinois  to  Iowa.  They  located  upon 
the  farm  where  he  was  reared  and  early  in- 
structed in  the  work  of  clearing  and  devel- 
oping of  the  fields.  He  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  best  schools  of  his  county,  contin- 
uing- his  studies  until  sixteen  years  of  age. 
when,  in  1863,  his  patriotic  spirit  aroused,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry  as 
a  member  of  Company  B,  under  the  com- 
mand of  C^aptain  James  H.  Tilton,  serving 
with  his  regiment  until  honorably  discharged 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  -He  was  with  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  participated  in 
several  engagements  with  General  Ouan- 
treirs  troops.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
his  home  and  began  farming.  Thirty-five 
years  ago  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  now 
comprising  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
valuable  land.  Only  a  few  acres  had  been 
broken  at  the  time.  Ijut  with  characteristic 
energy  he  l)egan  the  further  improvement  of 
tlie  place  and  his  labors  have  resulted  in 
making  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of 
this  part  of  Iowa.  His  home  is  a  substantial 
and  commodious  residence,  surrounded  by  a 
grove  of  trees ;  there  is  a  good  orchard ;  sub- 
stantial barns  and  outbuildings;  and  in  the 
l^astures  are   found   high   grades  of  stock; 


while  the  cultivated  fields  return  golden  har- 
vests for  the  care  and  labor  which  Mr.  Utter- 
back bestows  upon  them. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Atchison  county,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Mary 
Allison,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sophia 
(Washam)  Allison,  natives  of  Virginia. 
The  father  is  now  in  this  county,  Ijut  the 
mother  passed  aw^ay  in  Missouri.  The  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Utterback  has  been 
blessed  with  seven  children:  William  T.,  a 
mail  clerk  in  the  government  service,  now 
located  at  Omaha,  previous  to  which  time 
he  was  a  successful  and  popular  teacher  for 
a  number  of  years  and  for  a  similar  period 
served  as  the  principal  of  the  Long  Island 
schools  in  Nebraska;  J.  R.,  who  has  also  de- 
voted his  life  to  educational  work  and  farm- 
ing, served  as  the  principal  of  the  city  schools 
in  Table  Rock,  Nebraska,  and  is  now  filling 
the  position  of  county  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Pawnee  county ;  Mrs.  Sophia  Em- 
ily Zimmerman,  living  in  Madison  township, 
Fremont  county;  James,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Prairie  township  of  the  same  coun- 
ty; Simpson,  who  is  living  on  section  27, 
Riverton  township;  Mollie,  who  is  the  wife 
of  H.  Yates,  of  Riverton  township;  and 
Myrtle,  who  is  the  W'ife  of  Forest  Dresher. 
Mr.  Utterback  has  given  his  children  excel- 
lent educational  privileges,  that  they  may 
thus  be  well  fitted  for  the  j)ractical  and  re- 
sponsible duties  of  life 

In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  for  two 
years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  dis- 
charging his  duty  with  marked  impartiality. 
He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  belongs  to  Farragut  Post,  G.  A. 
R.  He  is  identified  with  that  class  of  rep- 
resentative American  citizen  who  co-operate 
in  every  movement  to  promote  progress  and 
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advancnienl  ami  his  laljors  in  heliah*  of  the 
best  uiterests  of  Fremont  county  have  been 
continuous  and  beneficial. 


LOTT  11.  SFiriJ.. 

Lott  ir.  Shull.  who  carries  (^n  farming 
in  Riverton  township,  was  born  Xi)veml)er 
7.  1862.  in  Xorthumberland  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, and  rei)resents  one  of  the  okl  fam- 
ilies of  that  locality  of  German  lineag-e.  His 
father.  Daniel  Shull.  was  born  in  X'orthum- 
berland  county,  August  18.  1832,  and,  like 
liis  people  was  noted  for  bis  industry  and 
honesty.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
after  attaining  to  man's  estate,  was  m.arried 
on  the  22(1  (if  August,  1858,  to  Caroline  S. 
Smith,  also  a  native  of  Xorthumberland 
County,  born  Fel)ruary  21,  1836.  Her  fa- 
ther, Morris  Smith,  was  a  native  of  X'ew 
Jersey,  and  a  son  of  Ulet  Smith,  who  also 
was  born  in  that  state,  where  Morris  Smith 
Avas  reared  and  educated.  Tn  early  manhood 
he  removed  to  X^orthiuul)erland  coimty, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Susanna 
Sober,  a  native  of  that  county.  Her  father 
was  a  natix'e  of  X'ew  Jersey.  Morris  and 
Susan  Smith  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Samuel.  decea.sed :  Coleman 
Smith,  ,a  prominent  citizen  of  Riverton: 
Isaac,  also  a  well  known  resident  of  that 
place;  Mrs.  Caroline  S,  Shull.  now  deceased; 
Isabel,  who  died  in  early  womanhood;  and 
Morris,  v.ho  died  in  childhood.  The  father 
Avas  a  miller  l)y  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupati()n  during  life.  He  died  in  X'orth- 
umberland  county.  Pensylvania.  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine  years,  honored  a;',d  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  i)assed  away 
in  Ivivcrlon.  Iowa,  when  she  had  attained  the 


venerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  lie: 
was  a  Presbyterian  in  early  life,  but  after 
Coming  to  this  state  j(jined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Daniel  Shull  and  his  wife  resided  in  thi; 
old  home  count v  in  Pennsylvania  until  1872. 
and  then  startetl  westward,  taking  up  their 
abode  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  where  the 
father  of  our  subject  purchased  eighty  acres 
f   land.      He   was  both   a    carpenter    and 


o 


farmer  and  successfully  carried  on  business 
here,  becoming,  the  owner  of  four  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  this  county,  to- 
gether with  eight  hundred  acres  near  Stutt- 
gart. Arkansas.  In  all  his  business  dealings 
he  l)ore  a  reputation  for  integrity  that  was 
above  question.  Although  not  a  member 
of  the  church,  he  aided  in  its  support  and 
was  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
moral,  intellectual  and  material  welfare  of 
tlie  community.  In  his  youth.  lessons  of  in- 
dustry were  instilled  into  his  mind  and  they 
characterized  his  entire  career.  All  that  he 
secured  in  life  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  ef~ 
forts,  his  diligence  and  enterprise  enal)ling 
him  to  advance  steadily  on  the  road  to  pros- 
perity. He  died  September  12.  1900.  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  A-ears,  and  many  friends 
throughout  the  community  deeply  mourned 
his  loss.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  dying  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  she  held  membership.  Her  many  es- 
timable qualities  won  for  her  warm  friend- 
ship. In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  four  children,  all  born  in  Peimsylvania, 
namely:  Lott  H. ;  Isabel,  the  wife  of  George 
Magaw.  of  Riverton  township;  Coleman, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ;  and  Eddie, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  UKMiths.  After 
the  family  came  to  the  west  two  other  chil- 
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clren  were  born :  Grace,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Lott  H.  Shull  is  therefore  the  only  sur- 
viving son  of  the  family  and  has  but  one 
sister.    He  was  a  youth  of  ten  summers  when 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa  and  here 
upon  the  home  farm  he  was  reared.     While 
he   enjoyed   good   advantages   he   was   also 
instructed  in  the  work  of  the  home   farm 
and  aided  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  majority.     He  then 
chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's 
journey  Miss  Sidney  Vaught,  of  Columbus, 
Nebraska,   their  marriage  being  celebrated 
on  the  6th  of  February,  1884.     She  has  been 
to  her  husband  an  excellent  helpmate  and 
faithful  wife.     Her  birth  occurred  in  Vir- 
ginia,  on  the   nth  of  October,    1866,   and 
when  onl}.'  about  two  and  a  half  years  old 
she  was  brought  to   Iowa  by  her  parents, 
Stephen  and  Mary  A.  Vaught,  the  former 
now  a  resident  of  Genoa,  Nebraska.     Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vaught  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, namely  :  Vinah ;  Nancy ;  Virginia  ;  Sid- 
ney,  Mrs.   Shull;  Elbert;  James  Lee,   who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years ;  John  and  Mil- 
lie.    Four  children  graced  the  marriage  of 
Mr.   and   Mrs.    Shull,   namely:   Kimber   C., 
who  was  born  :\Iay  2=,,  1886;  Bernal  E.,  born 
April  16,  1888;  Hazel  B.,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1890;  and  Vera  S.,  born  November 
12.    1893. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Shull  located 
upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  afterward 
fell  heir  to  a  good  estate  left  by  his  father, 
comprising  two  h.undred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Fremont  county  and  four  hundred 
acres  in  Arkansas.  He  is  an  enterprising, 
wide-awake  agriculturist  who  successfully 
cultivates  his  fields  and  engages  in  stock- 
raising.     His  time  and  attention  are  untir- 


ingly given  to  his  business  duties  and  his 
labors  have  been  crowned  with  a  good  finan- 
cial return.  He  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Democracy,  but  has  never  sought  of- 
fice. The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shull  is 
celebrated  for  its  hospitality  and  throughout 
the  community  they  have  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  who  entertain  for  them  a  high  re- 
gard. 


MARION  L.  EVANS. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of 
Emerson,  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  Marion  L. 
Evans,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  June  30, 
1858,  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Y.  Evans. 
The  father,  John  Evans,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
old  and  prominent  settlers  of  Mills  county, 
although  he  now  resides  in  Illinois.  He  still 
owns  large  tracts  of  land  and  great  herds  of 
stock  in  Iowa,  and  although  advanced  in 
years  he  makes  many  flying  trips  to  this  sec- 
tion to  superintend  them.  In  December, 
1892,  he  took  the  best  train  load  of  fine  stock 
to  the  stock  yards  at  Chicago  that  was  ever 
shipped  to  that  point,  a  record  having  been 
kept. 

Mr.  Evans,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county  and  at  Mon- 
mouth College,  same  state,  and  came  to 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  1879.  In  connection 
with  his  father  he  carries  on  an  extensive 
stock  business,  recently  shipping  a  lot  of 
cattle  worth  forty-three  thousand  dollars. 
They  are  probably  the  largest  buyers  and 
shippers  of  live  stock  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  Mr.  Evans  is  also  the  president  of 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Emerson.     Socially  he 
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is  connected  witli  the  P>enev<)lcnt  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks  and  Knight  Templar 
and  Scottish  rite  Masonry,  in  which  organ- 
ization he  takes  an  active  interest. 

June  28.  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  ^liss  Hattie  M.  Tubhs,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Judge  L.  W.  Tubbs,  and  his  interest- 
ing family  now  comprises  six  children — 
Edith  L..  John  E..  h'rank  N.,  Marion  L., 
jr.,  X'olnev  and  Kenneth. 


J.  B.   BkAXDT. 

Among  the  Clerman- American  citizens  of 
Mills  countv  who,  loyal  to  the  interests  of 
their  adopted  land,  are  numbered  among  the 
representa-tive  men  in  this  section  of  Iowa,  is 
found  J.  B.  Brandt,  who  was  born  in  Schles- 
wig,  Germany,  on  the  15th  of  Alarch,  1857, 
his  parents  being  Jurgen  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Brandt.  In  the  year  1868  the  father  came 
to  America,  acompanied  by  his  family,  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Oak  township,  Mills 
county.  lie  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
followed  that  pursuit  for  many  years,  but 
finally  became  extensively  interested  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  His  was  an  active, 
industrious  and  upright  career,  crowned  with 
a  richly  merited  degree  of  success,  and  won 
the  confidence  and  warm  regard  of  all  with 
whom  l)usiness  or  social  relations  brought 
him  in  contact.  He  has  attained  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty- four  years,  while  his  wife  is 
now  eighty  years  of  age. 

]\[r.  Brandt  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest 
in  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
are  yet  H\  ing.  He  was  eleven  years  of  age 
when  he  left  the  fatherland  and  witli  his 
parents  came  to  the  new  world,  continuing 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Mills  county. 
He     remained     under     the     parental     roof 


throughout  the  period  of  his  minority,  and 
in  1882  started  out  upon  an  independent 
business  career.  Panning  has  Ijeen  his  chief 
<icu|)ation,  and  he  has  successfully  followed 
it,  becoming  the  owner  of  a  desirable  prop- 
erty. His  business  methods  are  such  as  to 
commend  him  to  the  confidence  of  all,  for 
he  is  reliable  in  all  his  dealings.  Upon  his 
place  are  ftjund  al  the  modern  accessories 
and  imi)rovements  usualy  seen  upon  a  model 
farm,  and  a  glance  will  indicate  to  the  passer- 
by his  careful  supervision  of  the  land  which 
he  operates. 

In  1882  Mr.  Brandt  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  ]\Iiss  Mary  Green,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Julia  Green,  and  a  niece  of  Chris 
Plummer.  They  have  six  children,  namely: 
Carl.  Albert.  John.  Martha.  Paul  and  Julia. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brandt  is  a  Demo- 
crat, giving  an  earnest  support  to  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  i)arty,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  one  of  the  trustees  of  Oak  township. 
The  family  belong  to  the  German  Eutheran 
church. 


EEBBEL'S   CEARK. 

Eebbeus  Clark,  who  follows  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Indian  creek  township,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1843.  His  father.  Eeb- 
beus Clark,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
state  and  died  in  Eee  county.  Iowa.  His 
brothers  and  sisters  were  Abner,  Ezekiel, 
Silas,  John,  Eevi  and  Mrs.  Eydia  Reeves. 
\\"\{\\  the  exception  of  the  last  named,  who 
is  now  a  resident  of  Salem,  Iowa,  all  are 
deceased.  \\'hen  he  hatl  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity  the  father  of  our  subject  wedded 
Mary  Evans,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  died  in  Clarinda,  Iowa.  Their  children 
were:  Joseph  E.,  who  died  at  Mount  Pleas- 
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ant,  Iowa,  in  1900;  Isaac  and  Abner,  de- 
ceased; i\Irs.  Alartha  Clark,  who  is  living  in 
Clarinda,  this  state;  Mrs.  Nancy  Linley, 
wliose  home  is  in  Oskaloosa;  Mrs.  Emaline 
^^'olf.  a  resident  of  Lawrence,  Kansas;  Mrs. 
Sarah  ^IcCorkle,  a  widow  living  in  Fort 
Madison,  Iowa;  ]\Irs.  Jennie  Alercer,  also 
of  Oskaloosa ;  and  Mary  Hathaway,  living  in 
Kansas. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Lebbeus  Clark  were 
quietly  passed.  He  remained  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  1856,  when  he  accompanied  hia 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  where  the  father  spent  his  remaining 
days.  ^Ir.  Clark,  of  this  review,  however, 
came  with  the  family  to  Mills  county  and 
located  on  a  farm  in  Silver  Creek  township 
sixteen  years  ago,  which  he  occupied  eleven 
years.  For  five  years  he  then  resided  upon 
a  rented  farm  conveniently  located  three 
miles  north  of  Hastings.  In  the  fall  of  1900 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  acres  three  miles  west  of  Mal- 
vern and  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Hills- 
dale. He  was  well  qualified  for  the  practii 
cal  duties  of  business  life  by  fair  educational 
privileges,  having  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  youth,  while  in  the  year  1850 
he  was  a  student  in  Professor  Howe's  Acad., 
emy,  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  have  ever  been  conducted  with 
strict  regard  for  hon'orable  principles  and 
straightforward  dealing,  and  his  labors  have 
resulted  in  bringing  him  a  very  desirable 
competence. 

.  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mis^ 
Anna  Mary  Pease,  a  daughter  of  James  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (McCollough)  Pease,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
father  is  still  living  in  Fort  Madison,  Iowa, 
but  her  mother  died  in  Lee  countv,  this  state. 


She  was  of  Scotch  lineage.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Pease  became  residents  of  Iowa  in  1852,  anci 
here  reared  their  five  children,  namely :  Mrs. 
Clark ;  J\Irs.  Fanny  Evans,  of  Malvern ;  Gas- 
ton, who  died  while  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war;  John,  who  is  living  in  Lee  county; 
and  Lizzie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
has  been  blessed  wdth  thirteen  children,  and 
the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken  by  the 
hand  of  death.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as 
follows:  James  P.  and  Willis  G.,  who  are 
residents  of  Mills  county;  LeRoy  A.,  who  is 
living  in  Harrison  county;  Samuel,  John  R., 
Abner,  Fred  and  Harrv,  all  residents  of 
Mills  county ;  Mrs.  Mary  Boggess,  a  resident 
of  Henderson,  Iowa ;  Fanny,  Sadie,  Alice 
and  Helen,  who  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof.  Abner  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school 
in  Henderson  and  the  younger  children  are 
being  well  educated  in  the  excellent  country 
schools. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Clark  is  a  stal- 
wart Republican  and  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  issues  of  the  day,  yet  has  never  sought 
or  desired  public  office.  Both  he  and  his 
wafe  hold  membership  in  tlie  Presbyterian 
church  in  Malvern,  and  both  are  held  in  the 
highest  regard  throughout  the  community. 
Mr.  Clark  is  spoken  of  by  his  neighbors  as  a, 
kind  and  generous  husband  and  father  and 
a  loyal  citizen,  fair  and  just  in  his  dealings, 
genial  in  disposition  and  courteous  in 
manner. 


HOX.   JOHN  PARKER. 

The  keynote  to  the  success  of  men  like 
John  Parker,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock 
man  of  Ingraham  township,  ]\Iills  county, 
Iowa,  is  industry.     Other  characteristics  aid 
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such  men  in  wo.  Idly  advancement,  hut  hard 
work,  early  and  late,  is  what  wins  the  battle. 
]\Ir.  Parker  is  one  of  those  enterprising  Eng- 
lishmen who  have  done  so  much  to  develop 
the  agricultural  interests  of  their  parts  of  the 
state.  lie  was  born  in  T.inconshire,  in  1S37, 
one  of  the  eleven  children  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Beet)  Parker.  His  father  was 
born  December  24,  1812:  his  mother  on 
Christmas  Day,  1813.  and  they  were  married 
in  1S33.  ]\Ir.  Parker  was  an  agricultural 
laborer  and  he  taught  his  sons  how  to  farm 
and  encouraged  them  to  work  hard.  Some 
of  his  children  died  in  infancy,  some  in 
youth,  and  five  were  reared  to  manhood. 
His  son  George  went  to  Ohio  in  1854,  and 
settled  in  Wyandot  county.  From  there  he 
came  to  Iowa  in  1867.  accompanied  by  his 
brother,  John  Parker,  the  subject  of  this 
sketchi.  George  Parker  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember. 1835.  became  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  a  local  official  and  died  in  Anderson 
township,  ]\Iills  county,  in  1890,  leaving  a 
good  property  to  his  eight  children.  Jameri 
and  John  Parker  came  over  together  from 
England  in  1857,  on  a  sailing  vessel  w^hich 
consumed  five  weeks  in  making  the  journey 
from  Liverpool  to  New  York.  James  is  a 
well-to-do  farmer  with  a  large  family,  and 
lives  near  Hastings,  ]\Iills  county.  Henry 
Parker  is  a  farmer  and  breeder  of  Poland 
China  hogs  and  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Pottawattamie  county.  He 
also  has  a  family.  Joseph  Parker,  likewise  a 
man  of  family,  is  a  farmer  near  Oakland, 
Pottawattamie  county.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  England  in  1866.  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  fall,  and  the  father  came  to  Iowa  at 
about  the  age  of  seventy  years  and  lived  in  a 
house  built  for  him  by  John  Parker  on  the 
latter's  farm  until  he  died  in  1895.  leaving  a 


widow.  He  was  a  Wesleyan  minister,  a  zeal- 
ous preacher  of  the  gospel,  a  self-educated 
man,  of  mental  ability  and  moral  worth,  who 
was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

John  Parker  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  until  he  was  about  ten  years  old, 
when  he  began  to  work  on  the  farm.  From 
the  age  of  fourteen  to  the  age  of  twenty  he 
worked  by  the  month  and  by  the  year.  In 
1857,  when  he  was  twenty  years  old  and 
had  saved  sixty  dollars  with  which  to  pay 
his  passage  and  expenses,  he  and  his  brother 
James  joined  their  lirother  George  in  Wyan- 
dot county.  Ohio.  In  1867,  as  has  been 
stated,  John  and  George  came  to  Iowa,  where 
they  were  tenant  farmers  for  about  four 
years.  In  1871,  John  Parker  bought  forty 
acres  of  new  prairie  land  and  five  acres  of 
timber,  for  which  he  paid  sixteen  dollars  an 
acre.  On  this  property  he  erected  his  first 
house,  which  in  1882  gave  place  to  his  pres- 
ent residence.  By  four  subsequent  pur- 
chases he  has  increased  his  holdings  to  two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  fertile  up- 
land rolling  prairie,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  w'hich  is  devoted  to  corn,  yielding 
an  average  of  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  bushels 
an  acre.  He  has  preserved  the  fertility  of 
his  land  by  strict  attention  to  rotation  of 
crops.  He  sells  some  corn  but  feeds  most  of 
his  crop  on  the  farm.  His  stock  consists 
principally  of  cattle  and  hogs  and  he  milks 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  shorthorn  c<^ws,  keeps 
a  blooded  bull  and  raises  calves.  He  breeds 
about  seventy-five  Poland  China  hogs  for 
the  market  each  year  and  keeps  ten  horses 
and  raises  colts. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  Republican  and  has  rep- 
resented his  district  two  terms  in  the  state 
legislature,  his  service  ending  January.  1900. 
He   was   for   three  vears  one  of  the  com- 
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missioners  of  ^^lills  county  and  has  several 
times  been  trustee  of  his  township  and  has 
been  school  trustee  and  has  held  other  minor 
offices.  \Miile  a  member  of  the  legislature 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  state  legislation 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
house.  He  is  prominent  in  state  and  local 
politics,  ever  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  party.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  thirty 
years,  and  his  wife  since  her  early  girlhood. 
He  has  held  every  office  in  the  church  except 
that  of  minister,  and  has  been  Sunday-school 
superintendent  many  years.  He  is  an  Odd 
Fellow. 

Mr.  Parker  was  married  in  Ohio,Septem- 
ber  19,  1 86 1,  to  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  who 
Avas  born  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  in  1841, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  (Alger)  John- 
son, natives  of  Vermont,  who  came  early  to 
Ohio,  where  they  were  well-to-do  farmers, 
and  reared  ten  of  their  eleven  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living,  as  follows :  Mrs.  Ara-- 
bella  Strickler,  a  widow  who  lives  at  Colum-. 
bus,  Ohio,  and  has  three  children ;  Andrew  J. 
Johnson  wdio  has  nine  children  and  lives  in 
Shenandoah.  Iowa ;  Amanda,  who  married 
Alpheus  JMiller,  of  Ohio,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. William  Henry  Harrison  Washburn, 
Mrs.  Parker's  half-brother,  is  a  son  of  her 
mother  by  a  former  marriage.  John  John- 
son, Mrs.  Parker's  father,  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty.  Her  mother  married  a  third  time 
and  died  in  1869,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Her 
father  and  mother  are  both  buried  in  Mor- 
row county,  Ohio. 

John  and  Mary  (Parker)  Johnson  have 
had  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Elizabeth  \Y.  married  William  H.  Salzers, 
a  Mills  county  farmer,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters ;  Alice  Jane  married  -William  Tucker,  of 


Saline  county,  Nebraska,  and  has  a  son  and 
three  daughters;  Cora  A.  married  Richard 
Tucker,  of  Saline  county,  Nebraska,  and  has 
a  son  and  five  daughters ;  Emma  L.  married 
J.  E.  Johnson,  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  has 
one  son  and  three  daughters ;  Ida  J.  married 
G.  W.  Phelps,  of  Fillmore  county,  Ne- 
braska; Harry  Grant,  a  farmer  in  Mills 
county,  married  Miss  Nellie  Jackson;  Rosa, 
who  is  the  wife  of  D.  N.  Salzers,  of  Mills 
county,  has  one  daughter;  Howard  Roy,  a 
farmer  on  a  part  of  his  father's  land,  mar- 
ried Maggie  Crow, who  has  borne  him  a  son; 
and  Sanford  J.  is  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  and  he  and  John  Guy  Parker  are 
students  and  the  latter  will  soon  enter  Simp- 
son College. 


GEORGE  T.  OTIS. 

George  T.  Otis  was  born  June  2,  1842, 
on  Dutch  Creek,  Ohio.  His  father.  William 
Otis,  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  was  a 
wagon-maker  by  trade.  Emigrating  west- 
ward, he  took  up  his  abode  in  Ohio,  locating 
in  the  town  of  Lowell,  in  the  year  1815.  He 
was  married  in  that  state  to  Sabrina  Rice, 
and  in  1857  ^^^  came  to  Glenwood,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days,  passing  away  at 
tlie  age  of  seventy-nine.  His  family  is  one 
noted  for  longevity,  and  the  maternal 
grandmother  of  our  subject  lived  to  be  over 
ninety  years  of  age. 

George  T.  Otis  was  with  one  exception- 
the  youngest  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  wagon-making  and  started  out  in 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  As  a 
companion  and  helpmate  he  chose  Miss  Flor- 
ence Yockey,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Yockey^ 
who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  also 
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a  wagon-maker  l)y  trade.  Her  father  re- 
moved to  Ohio  at  an  early  period  in  the  dc-< 
velopment  of  that  state,  and  about  i803  he 
came  to  Glenwood,  where  he  has  since  fol-- 
lowed  his  chosen  occupation.  The  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Otis  was  celebrated 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1867,  and  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children,  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  all  ai  home,  namely:  Carl  H., 
George  D.,  Delia  and  Howard. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  Air.  Otis  was 
engaged  in  the  livery  business,  with  excel- 
lent success,  but  in  1892  he  sold  that  enter-* 
prise  and  removed  to  Oregon,  hoping  there-t 
by  to  benefit  his  wife's  health.  For  a  year 
they  traveled  through  the  western  country 
and  then  returned  home.  i\Irs.  Otis  was 
spared  to  him  for  a  number  of  years  follow- 
ing, but  died  in  February,  1900,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-one.  Our  subject  first  visited  the 
northwest  in  1862,  when  he  went  to  Mon- 
tana, where  he  was  engaged  in  mining  until 
1866,  and  then  returned  to  Mills  county. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  through 
the  past  third  of  a  century  he  has  resided  in 
Glenwood.  Few  men  in  Mills  county  are 
more  widely  known  or  more  highly  re-- 
spected.  He  is  always  ready  and  willing  to 
accommodate  his  friends  and  customers  in 
any  way  within  his  power,  is  whole-souled 
and  generous,  and  his  many  admirable  qual- 
ities have  won  for  him  high  regard. 


A.  O.  DAT.RYMPLE.. 

A.  O.  Dalrymple  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
\"alley  Farm  in  Riverton  township,  Fremont 
county,  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  ccnmty,  Xew  Jersey, 
near  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the    17th 


of  March,  1857,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the 
good  families  of  that  county,  which  was  also 
the  birthplace  of  his  parents.      His  grand- 
father, David  Dalrymple,  was  a  soldier  in      | 
the  war  of  181 2  and  was  of  Scotch  lineage.      | 
His  father,  James  Dalrymple,  was  a  tailor,      1 
blacksmith  and  farmer.    He  was  industrious,      j 
honest  and  loved  by  all,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred when  he  was  sixtv-five  vears  of  age. 

'      .     '  I 

In  pcjlitics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a      ! 

Republican  and  loyally  espoused  the  cause 
of   the   i)arty   during  the   Civil    war,   being 
a  firm  adherent  of  Lincoln  and  his  pcjlicy. 
He  witnessed  the  starting  of  the  first  loco-     - 
motive  ever  i)ut  in  motion  in  this  country. 
He  died   within   a  mile  and   a   half  of  his 
birthplace  in   Warren  county,   Xew  Jersey. 
His   wife,   who  bore   the  maiden   name  of 
Eleanor   Deremmer,    was   also   a   native  of 
Warren  county  and  was  reared  and  educated 
there,  her  ancestry  being  Scotch-Irish.     She      ' 
died  in  that  countv.  twenty-two  years  ago. 
in   the   faith  of    the    Methodist    Episcopal      I 
church,  of  which  she  was  a  worthy  member. 
She  was  loved  and  revered  by  all  who  knew 
her  for  her  many  excellent  qualities.     In  the      j 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  fourteen      i 
children,   nine   of    whom    reached    mature 
years,  namely:  John,  who  is  living  on  the 
old    family   homestead   in    Warren   county. 
New  Jersey;  George  B.,  who  is  a  resident  of 
the  same  county :  Peter,  of  Montana,  X^ew     I 
Jersey;  Mrs.  Hattie  Anderson,  of  Stewarts- 
ville,  that  state;  A.  O.,  of  this  review:  Mrs. 
Emeline  Stecker,  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania, 
now  deceased ;  Henr}-,  who  died  in  Philips- 
bursf.  X>w  lersev;  Caleb,  who  died  in  Rox- 
burg,  Warren  county,  same  state;  and  Ben- 
jannn.   who  died   in   Orefield,   Pennsylania. 

A.  O.  Dalrymple  spent  his  boyhood  days      | 
in  the  manner  usual  to  farmer  lads  of  the 
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period.  In  the  winter  season  he  pursued  his 
education  in  the  pubhc  schools,  and  with  the 
coming  of  spring  he  took  his  place  in  the 
fields  to  assist  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm,  aiding  in  the  work  until  after  the  crops 
are  garnered  in  the  autumn.  In  1878  he  em- 
igrated westward  and  landed  in  Atkinson, 
Illinois,  with  but  forty  cents  in  his  pockets. 
He  secured  emplo5a'nent  on  a  farm  near  Ke- 
wanee,  Henry  county,  that  state.  The  year 
1882  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Fremont  coun- 
t}-,  and  he  located  first  in  Fisher  town- 
ship, but  soon  came  to  the  Valley  farm, 
which  he  owns  and  which  is  one  of  the  most 
desirable  farijiing  properties  in  this  portion 
of  the  state.  On  the  place  he  has  an  excellent 
residence,  which  w^as  erected  in  1894,  and  is 
built  in  a  modern  style  of  architecture,  with 
bay  window's,  and  is  attractive  in  appear- 
ance and  convenient  in  arrangement.  He 
owns  one  hundred  and  five  acres  of  rich  land 
and  has  one  of  the  best  herds  of  Poland 
China  swine  in  the  county.  He  raises  only 
high-grade  animals  and  has  some  of  the  best 
representatives  of  the  breed  that  can  be 
found.  This  is  his  specialty  in  stock-raising 
and  it  has  proved  a  profitable  source  of  in- 
come, for  the  size  and  excellent  condition  of 
his  hogs  enables  him  to  command  for  them 
a  ready  sale  on  the  markets. 

Air.  Dalrymple  completed  his  arrange- 
ments for  a  home  in  1882  by  his  marriage  to 
Aliss  Julia  Sausaman.  who  was  born  in  Ke- 
wanee,  Illinois,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
there.  Her  people  were  from  Pennsylvania. 
Her  father  has  now  passed  away  but  her 
mother  is  still  living  near  Kewanee.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs..  Dalrymple  has 
been  blessed  with  five  children,  namely :  Hat- 
tie,  Joanna,  Leor.a,  Chester  and  Luella.  For 
many  years  JMr.  Dalrymple  gave  his  support 


to  the  Populist  party,  but  in  1896  supported 
Bryan.  In  1900,  however,  he  voted  for 
McKinley.  He  is  a  man  six  feet  in  height, 
weighing  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
pounds.  His  manner  is  entirely  free  from 
ostentation  or  display  and  his  genuine  \vorth 
gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
all  those  with  whom  he  is  associated.  His 
business  success  is  due  to  earnest  purpose  and 
well-directed  labor,  for  without  capital  he 
started  upon  his  business  career  and  annually 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  is  now  one 
of  the  subtantial  agriculturists  of  this 
county. 


SETH  DEAN. 


\Ye  are  now  permitted  to  touch  briefly 
upon  the  life  history  of  one  wdio  has  retained 
a  personal  association  with  the  affairs  of 
Mills  county  for  many  years,  having  served 
as  county  surveyor  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  one  whose  ancestral  line  traces, 
back  to  the  colonial  epoch.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  honest  and  earnest  endeavor,  and  he 
has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all 
w'ith  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  circles. 

Mr.  Dean  was  born  in  Lyons  township, 
Mills  county,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1851, 
his  parents  being  William  E.  and  Susan 
(Briggs)  Dean,  natives  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state.  On  the  paternal  side  his  great- 
.grandfather,  Seth  Dean,  fought  for  Ameri- 
can independence  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  third  term  of  enlist- 
ment, with  his  papers  (real  Continental  mon- 
ey), he  secured  a  grant  of  land  in  Windsor 
county.  Vermont,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  wedded  first  Mary 
Bicknell,    and   after   her   death   he   married 
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Ruth  Wight,  of  Ilardwich.  Massachusetts, 
Avhere  his  birtli  also  occurred.  Their  son 
SetJi,  the  third  of  a  family  of  four  sons,  and 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  iku-nard,  Vermont, 
served  as  a  private  in  the  Plattsburg,  New 
York,  campaign  in  the  war  of  1812.  and 
afterward  throughout  life  followed  farming 
in  that  state.  <lying  there  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Martha  French,  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years.  Our  sub- 
ject's maternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin 
and  Susana  (Crowell)  Briggs.  residents 
first  of  Vermont,  removing  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  in  1836,  and  residing  there  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  while  his  great-grand- 
parents were  Ephraini  and  Rhoda  ( Whit- 
comb)  Briggs,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
Ephraim  Briggs  also  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lex- 
ington, under  command  of  Captain  Knowl- 
ton,  afterward  colonel.  When  mustered 
out  at  the  close  of  three-years  service  he  w-as 
a  commissioned  officer  of  the  Massachusetts 
Continental  Line. 

William  E.  Dean,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  W\\h  county, 
Iowa,  having  located  here  in  1849.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  spent  forty-four 
years  upon  one  farm  in  this  county.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  homestead  in  Lyons 
towaiship,  when  he  was  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  In  early  life  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  on  the  inception  of  the  Republican 
party  in  1854  he  joined  its  ranks  and  assist- 
ed in  its  organization  in  Mills  county.  He 
took  a  prominent  and  active  part  in  public 
affairs;  served  as  the  first  coroner  of  the 
county;  and  filled,  at  different  times,  all  the 
local  township  offices.    He  was  also  the  first 


drainage  commissioner  of  the  countv.  and 
by  virtue  of  this  office  had  charge  of  the 
public  sale  of  the  government  swamp  land 
in  Mills  county.  He  assisted  in  the  building' 
of  many  of  the  early  schools  and  churches 
of  this  locality  and  always  bore  his  part  in  the 
work  of  development  and  pr(»gress.  His 
wife  Susan  died  on  the  farm  March  31.  1872, 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  the  moth- 
er of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Later  he  married  Eliza  J.  Briggs, 
a  sister  of  the  first  wife,  who  also  died  at 
the   family   home,   December   25.    1893. 

Seth  Dean,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  is  almost  wholly  self-educated,  his 
early  school  privileges  being  limited.  The 
rudimentary  branches  of  learning  he  ac- 
quired at  home  and  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  township;  and  for  about  nine  weeks  he 
attended  Tabor  College  in  Fremont  coun- 
ty. A  good  mathematician,  he  loved  figures 
from  early  boyhood  and  displayed  great  apti- 
tude for  his  present  vocation,  that  of  survey- 
or. He  bought  and  borrowed  books  on  civil 
engineering,  thus  educating  himself,  and  is 
to-day  one  of  the  best  in  his  line  in  the  state. 
In  1874  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  worked 
on  a  farm  for  a  short  time.  Returning  home 
in  December  of  the  same  year  he  taught 
school  through  the  winter  months.  In  the 
fall  of  1875  he  was  a  candidate  for  county 
surveyor,  but  was  defeated.  He  opened  an 
office  in  Glenwood  in  the  spring  of  1876  and 
engaged  in  private  practice.  Being  elected 
to  office  in  1877  he  has  since  filled  this  office 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  ]\Ir.  Dean  is  not  wholly 
unknown  in  his  profession  outside  of  his 
own  county.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Civil  Engineers'  Club  of  the  Xorth- 
west,  at  Chicago,  in  March,  1877,  and  upon 
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the  reorganization  of  the  chib  as  the  West- 
ern Society  of  Engineers  in  1883  he  be- 
came a  charter  member  of  that  body,  hold- 
ing membership  therein  until  1895.  He 
Avas  elected  a  senior  member  of  the  Michi- 
:gan  Engineering  Society  in  January,  1888, 
and  a  non-resident  active  memlDer  of  the 
New  England  Water  W' orks  Association  in 
December  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Dean  was 
also  a  charter  member  and  assisted  at  the 
"bornin'  "  of  the  Iowa  Sureyors'  Associa- 
tion at  Des  Moines  in  February,  1885,  and 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  1886  was  elected 
the  president  of  the  association.  This  bod}' 
luiited  with  the  Iowa  Civil  Engineers'  So- 
ciety in  1887,  the  new  organization  taking 
the  name  of  the  Iowa  Society  of  Civil  En- 
gineers and  Surveyors.  At  this  meeting  Mr. 
Dean  was  unanimously  elected  the  secretary, 
which  office  he  held  for  ten  consecutive  years, 
retiring  voluntarily  at  that  time,  but  still  re- 
taining an  active  memhership. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  in  1885,  with  which  organization 
he  is  still  affiliated.  He  also  served  as  a 
volunteer  observer  in  the  United  States 
weather  bureau,  and  in  the  Iowa  weather 
service  from  January,  1877,  to  1895. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1879,  Mr.  Dean  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annah  Baxter, 
who  was  born  in  \\"eyauwega,  \Vis- 
consin,  where  she  was  reared  and  edu 
cated,  removing  with  her  parents  to  Glen- 
wood  in  the  spring  of  1875.  Her  parents 
were  Duncan  Baxter  and  Clarissa  (Cham- 
bers) Baxter,  both  natives  of  Remsen, 
Oneida  county.  New  York.  They  were 
married  in  April,  1848,  and  in  1855  re- 
moved to  Weyauwega,  Waupaca  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1875  to  Glenwood,  Iowa, 


where  they  both  died.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  (Coley)  Bax- 
ter, of -Remsen,  Oneida  county.  New  York, 
and  the  maternal  grandparents  wxre  \\"\\\~ 
iam  and  Clarissa  (Cundal)  Chambers,  ot 
Remsen,  Oneida  county.  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dean  have  one  son,  Henry  H.,  a 
youth  of  fifteen  who  is  at  home. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Dean  is 
a  Republican,  but  receives  the  support  of 
his  friends  from  all  political  parties.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
U.  S.  Grant  in  1872.  With  the  Masonic 
fraternity  he  also  holds  membership,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  active  and  prominent 
members  of  the  Glenwood  Baptist  church. 


WILLIAM  W.  WARNER. 

Far  distant  from  the  present  place  of 
his  abode  is  the  birthplace  of  William  W. 
Warner,  who  is  numbered  among  the  native 
sons  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  that  state,  on  the  6th  of  March,  1848. 
He  is  classed  among  the  leading  and  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  south- 
western Iowa,  and  the  prosperity  which  he  is 
enjoying  is  well  merited,  for  his  career  has 
been  an  active,  useful  and  honorable  one. 
His  parents,  Isaac  and  Polly  (Bowers). 
Warner,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  were  of  German  lineage.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  remained  in 
the  Keystone  state  until  after  all  his  children 
were  born.  In  1867  he  went  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Illinois,  locating  in  Fulton  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  rented 
land  until  1878  when  he  came  to  Fremont 
county  and  continued  farming  on  rented 
property.  In  1888  he  was  called  to  his  final 
rest,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.     He 
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]i\c(l  a  (luiet.  unassuming  life,  devoting  his 
time  to  the  acquirement  of  a  giiod  Hving 
for  himself  and  famil\.  lie  gave  his  polit- 
ical support  to  the  Democracy  hul  never 
sought  public  office.  His  wife  died  in  Illi- 
nois. They  were  consistent  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  in  thai  faith  they 
reared  their  family  of  nine  children,  namely; 
Catherine  J.,  now  Mrs.  \'ail ;  William  W. ; 
Philip  B.,  of  Nebraska;  Anna,  the  wife  of 
\\'.  Teach;  Samuel,  of  the  Indian  Territory; 
-Sarah,  the  wife  of  (I.  W.  Kline;  Margaret, 
the  wife  of  E.  Childers;  Mar}',  the  wife  of 
E.  Grous;  and  I'^^lnia,  who  is  living  in  the 
Indian  Territory, 

William  W.  \\'arner  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  youth  in  Pennsylvania  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  I 
Illinois,  remaining  at  their  home  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  the  Prairie  state. 
Soon  afterward  he  came  to  Iowa  and  in  1879 
took  up  his  abode  in  Fremont  county,  w'here 
he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  rented  land 
for  three  years,  lie  then  purchased  a  tract 
of  primeval  prairie — one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres — but  has  since  added  to  the  property 
until  his  homestead  farm  now  comprises  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  began  life 
here  with  very  limited  capital  and  found  it 
difficult  to  get  a  start.  The  land  had  to  be 
fenced  and  broken  ready  for  cultivation,  but 
soon  he  placed  it  under  cultivation  and  the 
rich  fields  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  for 
the  care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  them. 
For  many  years  the  place  has  been  self-sup- 
porting, and  the  excellent  improvements  and 
buildings  found  thereon  indicate  his  active 
and  useful  career  and  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  enterprise  and  progressive  spirit.  The 
land  is  all  under  fence  and  is  divided  into 
good  fields  for  cultivation  and  grazing.     In 


connection  with  the  productitjn  of  the  cereals 
best  adapted  to  this  climate  he  has  raised  and 
handled  stock  for  a  number  of  years,  feed- 
ing catle  and  hogs,  which  he  has  shipped  to 
market.      He    possesses    excellent    business 
and  executive  ability,  is  a  capable  financier     ] 
and  above  all  is  industrious  and  energetic,  so     ] 
that  he  is  now  rated  among  the  substantial     j 
farmers  of  the  county. 

In  1879  Mr.  Warner  was  united  in  mar-     | 
riage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Tygart,   who  was 
born  in  Kansas,  April  20,  1857,  a  daughter     1 
of  Thnmas  and  Charlotte  (Priddyj  Tygart     ' 
the  former  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Ohio.     Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  the  Hoosier  state,  where  they  remained     '. 
until  all  of  their  children  were  born,  with  the 
exception  of  Mrs.  Warner.  The  father  there 
followed  farming,  and  on  leaving  Indiana  he     ' 
removed  to  Pottaw^atomie  county,   Kansas, 
subsequently  taking  up  his  alx)de  in  Leaven-     I 
worth,  wdiere  he  engaged  in  driving  a  hack. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  died  there  in    1S65. 
The  most  of  their  children  were  grown  at 
that  time,  but  Mrs.  Warner  was  only  seven 
years  of  age.     She  returned  to  Illinois  and 
found  a  good  home  with  a  sister,  with  whom 
she  remained  until  her  marriage,  when  she 
became  a  faithful  companion  and  helpmate  to     ; 
Mr.  Warner.     Together  they  have  traveled     ' 
the  journey  of  life,  sharing  with  each  other 
its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity  and  pros- 
perit)\  and  now  they  have  a  good  home  and 
many   warm    friends.     Her   mother   was   a 
consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
her  father  was  a  faithful  follower  of  the  In- 
dependent   Order  of    Odd    Fellows.     That 
worthy  couple    had    ten  children,    namely :     | 
Eliza,  the  wife  of  J.  Xealis,  of  Kansas :  John,     | 
now  deceased;  Rhoda,  the  wife  of  A.  Maize; 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Graham;  Elizabeth, 
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who  became  the  wife  of  R.  Meacler  and  afteri 
ward  married  J.  Childers ;  Hannah,  the  wife 
of  J.  Gaunt;  Columbus,  Thomas  and  Sarah 
F.,  all  deceased;  and  Charlotte,  who  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  is  blessed  with  one 
son,  George  W.,  who  was  born  November 
30,  1879.  The  greatest  grief  that  has  ever 
come  to  them  has  been  through  the  loss  of 
their  second  child,  Clarence  E.,  who  was 
born  February  22,  1881,  and  died  in  June, 
1882. 

Mrs.  \\'arner  holds  membership  in  the 
Christian  church  and  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  its  work.  Mr.  Warner  gives  his  politi- 
cal support  to  the  Democracy  and  for  some 
years  has  been  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
reform  movement  along  political  lines.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  township  trustee  for  a 
number  of  years,  has  also  served  as  consta- 
ble and  has  filled  other  local  offices,  to  which 
he  has  been  called  by  his  fellow  citizens  who 
recognize  his  worth  and  ability.  He  is 
truly  a  self-made  man,  and  as  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune  he  has  builded  wisely  and 
well,  rearing  the  superstructure  of  his  pros- 
perity upon  the  sure  foundation  stone  of 
honesty,  industry,  diligence  and  unfailing 
perseverance. 


ALPHEUS  H.  WINKLER. 

Among  the  most  progressive  and  enter- 
prising business  men  of  Mills  county  none 
stand  higher  in  public  esteem  than  higher 
in  public  esteem  than  Alpheus  H.  Winkler, 
of  Glenwood.  He  was  born  in  Holt  county, 
Missouri,  December  8.  1855,  and  is  of  Eng- 
lish and  German  descent.  According  to  tradi- 
tion his  great-great-grandfather  was  reared 
by  King  William,  HI,  of  England,  being  ed- 


ucated by  that  monarch  for  the  ministry.  His 
father,  Wyatt  T.  Winkler,  was  a  native  of 
Fayette    county,    Pennsylvania,    and    a    son 
of   \\'illiam   and   Alargaret   Winkler.      The 
grandfather  was  born  in  Germany  and  when 
a  young  man  came  to  the  United  States,  lo- 
cating on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.      He  was 
a  highly  educated  man,  and  prior  to  his  emi- 
gration to  the  new  world,  took  part  in  the 
German  wars.    In  early  days  he  was  noted 
as  a  log-roller,  being  a  man  of  great  strength, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  could  throw  the 
best  wrestler  in  his  county,  that  being  quite 
a  pastime  in  those  days.     He  devoted  his 
life  to  farming  and  was  also  a  tax  collector. 
About  1849,  when  a  single  man,  Wyatt 
T.  Winkler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  left 
Pennsylvania  and  removed  to  Glasgow,  Mis- 
souri, ^^•here  he  operated  a  ferry  and  also 
conducted  a  general  store  until  1861,  when 
he  removed  to  Holt  county,  Missouri,  and 
thence  to  eastern  Kansas.     There  he  also 
engaged     in    merchandising    and    farming, 
and   continued   to   make   his   home   in   that 
state   until   called   from   this   life  June    18, 
1885,  ^t  the  age  of  fifty^eight  years.     He 
was  one  of  the  old  free-state  Democrats,  and 
was  a  man  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.     He  wedded  Miss  Mary  J.  Thrailkill, 
a  native  of  Missouri,  who  is  now  living  on 
a  farm  in  Oklahoma.     By  this  union  were 
born  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing.    ]Mrs.    Winkler's    grandparents    were 
William  and  Polly   (Ish)   Thrailkill.    Will- 
iam Thrailkill  was  born  in  Tennessee  and 
died  in  California,  and  his  wife  was  born  in 
Scotland  and  died  in  Missouri.     Reared  on 
his  father's  farm  and  in  the  village  where 
his  father  was  engaged  in  business,  Alpheus 
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H.  Winkler  was  principally  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  but  he  attended  high  school 
for  a  time,  and  in  iS8j  was  graduated  at 
Bryant's  Commercial  College,  of  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri.  lie  was  married  on  the  22d  of 
October,  1885,  to  Miss  Margaret  Culwell, 
a  native  of  Nemaha  county,  Nebraska,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren:  Ada  M.,  Albert  H.  and  Ethel  May, 
all  born  in  Hiawatha,  Kansas. 

Henry  Culwell,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wink- 
ler, was  born  in  Tennessee,  of  which  state  his 
parents,  Samuel  H.  and  Margaret  (Mayber- 
ry)  Culwell,  were  also  natives,  wdiile  the 
latter  was  a  daughter  of  James  Mayberry. 
Samuel  H.  Culwell  died  in  Nebraska  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  in  the  same  state  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  The  Culwells  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  principally  and  were  also  business 
men.  In  1855,  in  company  with  his  parents 
and  the  four  other  children  of  the  family, 
Henry  Culwell  removed  to  Illinois,  alid  in 
the  spring  of  1857  went  to  Nemaha  county, 
Nebraska,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
coming  to  Gl.enwood,  low^a,  in  May,  1900, 
In  connection  with  our  subject  he  is  now 
running  the  electric  light  plant  at  this  place. 
On  the  20th  of  December,  1864,  he  was  unit- 
ed in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Mayes, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  one 
of  whom  is  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Culwell  was 
one  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  whose 
parents  were  Joel  and  Martha  Mayes,  na- 
tives of  Missouri  and  Tennessee,  respective- 
ly. The  former  died  in  Nemaha  county, 
Nebraska,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  the  lat- 
ter in  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years. 

After  Ills  marriage  Mr.   Winkler  made 

his  home  in  Hiawatha,  Kansas,  until   1895, 
21 


when  he  came  to  Glenwood,  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  has  been  a  reputable  busi- 
ness man  of  high  standing  ever  since.  He 
has  large  farming  interests  both  here  and  in 
Nebraska,  and  also  owns  several  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  coal  and  iron  lands  in  Ten- 
nessee. He  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  loan  business,  and  also 
conducts  the  electric  light  plant  at  Glenwood, 
which  he  purchased  in  1899.  By  putting  in 
new  machinery  he  .n(j\v  has  one  of  the  most 
modern  plants  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
successful  real  estate  men  in  southwestern 
Iowa.  Since  casting  his  tirst  presidential 
vote  for  Grover  Cleveland  ]\Ir.  Winkler  has 
been  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  fraternally 
is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  and 
his  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  they  are  recognized  as  valua- 
ble and  prominent  additions  to  the  commer- 
cial and  social  circles  of  their  adopted  home. 
Thoroughly  up-to-date  and  progressive  Mr. 
Winkler  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability,  whose  sound  judgment, 
unflagging  enterprise  and  capable  manage- 
ment have  brought  to  him  well-merited  suc- 
cess. In  manner  he  is  pleasant  and  cordial, 
which,  combined  with  his  sterling  worth, 
makes  him  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  the 
community. 


J.   H.   BRIGHT. 

The  broad  prairies  and  the  rich  valley 
lands  of  Iowa  offer  splendid  inducements  to 
the  agriculturist,  and  thus  was  attracted  tq 
the  state  a  contented,  intelligent  and  prosper-* 
ous  farming  people,  who  laid  broad  and  deep 
the  finmdation  for  the  present  progress  and 
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development  of  the  county.  Among  the 
early  settlers  where  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, ^lahlon  and  Eliza  (Abel)  Bright. 

The  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
was  of  Irish  descent.     In  the  Old  Dominion 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  in  Pennsyli 
vania  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Abel, 
\\'ho  was  born  in  the  Keystone  state,  where 
they  began  their    domestic    life,  remaining 
there  until  1855,  when  they  came  to  Iowa, 
locating   in   Lee   county.     After   renting   a 
farm  for  two  years  the  father  purchased  a 
small  tract  of  land  in  Henry  county,  upon 
wdiich  he  remained  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  in  1883  he  sold  that  property  and  came  to 
Fremont  county,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of    a    small    tract     of    land     upon    which 
he     remained     until     after     the     death    of 
his  wife,  in  February,  1892.     He  afterward 
found   a   good   home  with   his   son,   J.    H., 
with  whom  he  li^'ed  until  his  own  demise, 
February  27,  1893.     His  life  was  one  of  in- 
dustry and  activity,  devoted  to  his  business 
interests.     In  his  political  views  he  was  a 
Whig  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that  party 
he  became  a  Republican,  on  which  ticket  he 
^vas  elected  a  constable  of  Henry  county, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years,  with 
marked  fidelity.     However,  he  never  soug'ht 
public  office,  contented  to  live  the  quiet  life 
of    a  representative    agriculturist.     A  man 
five  feet,  eight  inches  in  height,  he  was  of  a 
rather  stout  build,  of  a  social  nature  and  of 
a  charitable  disposition,  the  poor  and  needy 


finding  in  him  a  warm  friend. 


His  genial 


manner  won  for  him  the  high  regard  of 
neighbors  and  friends,  for  he  always  man- 
ifested sterling  traits  of  character,  being  a 
devoted  and  exemplary  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.     He  had  only  one  brother, 


ginia 


Eugenius  Bright. 


who  is  yet  living  in  A^ir- 


His  wife  was  the  youngest  of  three 
children,  'her  brothers  being-  James,  who 
died  in  Iowa ;  and  Allen,  who  resides  in 
Wayne  county,  this  state.  Unto  the  parents 
of  our  subject  were  born  five  children: 
Delia,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Bradd,  and  after  his  death  became  Mrs. 
Bird ;  Lebbeus,  who  married  Amanda  Olin- 
ger,  of  Fremont  county;  J.  H.,  of  this  re- 
view ;  Aaron,  who  is  living  in  Page  county, 
Iowa ;  and  Mrs.  Alice  Pizett. 

J.  H.  Bright  was  born  in  Greene  county, 
Pennsylvania,  February  28,  1846,  and  pur- 
sued bis   education   in   the   old   log  school- 
house  near  his  home.     When  nine  years  of 
age  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  this  state.     His 
training  at  farm  labor  was  not  meager  and 
the  habits  of  industry  and  energy  which  he 
formed   in   youth   have   since    been    salient 
features  in  his  success.     He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until   1864,  when,  at  the 
age  of  eig*hteen  years,  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  men,  enlisting  in  the  Union 
army  for  three  years'  ser\'ice  as  a  member 
of  Company  K,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.    The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  he  joined  the  command  at 
Memphis,  that  state,  at  once  entering  upon 
active  and  arduous  service.     The  first  bat- 
tle  in   which    Mr.    Bright   engaged    was   at 
Guntown,  Mississippi,  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1864.      He    was    afterward    taken    severely- 
ill  and  placed  in  the  field  hospital.     Soon  the 
surgeon  in  diarge  noticed  his  condition  and 
advised  and  secured  for  him  a  thirty-days' 
furlough.    He  was  then  sent  home  and  upon 
his  recovery  and  the  expiration  of  his  leave 
of  absence  he  again  joined  his  command  at 
Memphis.      The   regiment   soon   went   into 
winter  quarters  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and 
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in  March,  1865.  [)r()CCC(le(l  In  Gr;ivc-1  Sprint^. 
Alabama,  and  thence  took  part  in  the  W'il- 
son  raid  in  that  state  and  Georgia.  Mr. 
Bright  participated  in  the  engagement  at 
Sehna,  Alabama,  and  with  his  .  command 
proceeded  to  Colnmljns,  Georgia,  where  at 
night  they  stormed  and  captnred  the  city. 
From  there  they  continued  on  their  way  to 
J\Iacon,  Georgia,  where  they  were  at  the 
time  of  Lee's  surrender.  They  were  then 
marched  to  Atlanta,  where  they  were  mus- 
tered out  and  received  transportation  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  being  honorably  dis- 
charged and  paid  off  in  the  latter  city. 

On  returning  home  Mr.  Bright  resumed 
work  on  his  father's  farm  and  afterward 
engaged  in  breaking  prairie,  which  pursuit 
he  followed  for  four  years,  thus  gaining  a 
start  in  life.  His  labors,  earnestly  pros- 
ecuted, have  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a 
large  estate.  In  1873  '^^  was  married  and 
for  two  years  resided  upon  rented  land,  after 
which  he  purchased  a  small  tract  in  Taylor 
county,  Iowa,  but  never  made  any  improve- 
ments on  it.  Subsequently  he  sold  the  land 
and  purchased  two  lots  in  Shenandoah,  erect- 
ing thereon  a  house,  which  continued  to  be 
his  place  of  abode  for  two  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  sold  that  prop- 
ertv  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twentv 
acres  of  land,  which  he  yet  owns.  With 
characteristic  energy  he  began  its  develop- 
ment and  has  prosecuted  his  work  with  vigor. 
As  time  has  passed  he  has  extended  his  pos- 
sessions, purchasing  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  upon  which  his  home  now 
stands,  and  adding  to  this  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  owns  fourteen  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land,  much  of  which  is  in 
the  Xishnabotna  \alley.  He  has  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  farming  and  stock- 


raising  and  for  nineteen  years  has  been  an 
extensive  breeder  and  shipper  of  cattle  and 
h.ogs.  PI  is  home  is  a  tW(j-story,  frame  resi- 
dence, large  and  attractive  in  appearance 
and  commanding  an  excellent  view  of  his 
own  well-tilled  fields  and  of  the  beautiful 
valley.  Upon  the  i)lace  are  two  large  barns 
and  many  substantial  outbuildings,  together 
with  a  bearing  apple  orchard  and  a  peach 
orchard  of  over  four  thousand  trees.  Beauti- 
ful and  extensive  groves  surround  his  home 
and  e\;ery  accessory  seen  upon  a  model  coun- 
try seat  is  there  found.  The  residence  is 
situated  three  and  a  half  miles  \vest  of  Shen- 
andoah and  is  connected  to  the  city  by  tele- 
phone. His  is  indeed  a  model  and  up-to-date 
home  and  indicates  in  an  unmistakable  man- 
ner the  progressive  spirit  of  the  owner. 

Mr.  Bright  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Beshears,  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  Iowa.  She 
was  born  in  this  state  January  6,  1855,  a 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Helen  (Scott)  Be- 
shears, wh(j  were  natives  of  Louisanna.  They 
came  to  Iowa  when  but  few  families  resided 
within  the  territor}-  and  were  among  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  this  portion  of  the  coun- 
try The  father  made  a  good  farm,  accum- 
ulated a  large  estate  and  left  to  each  of  his 
children  land  for  a  homestead.  After  many 
years  he  renio\'ed  to  Missouri,  where  his  last 
days  were  spent.  His  widow  still  survives 
him  and  is  now  living  with  a  son  in  South 
Dakota.  Their  children  were :  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Bright:  Mrs.  Anna  Johnson;  and 
Charles,  who  for  many  years  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  fanning  in  South  Dakota. 
After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  the 
mother  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Carroll, 
who  is  now  deceased,  and  by  their  union  she 
had  one  son.  Scott  Carroll.     Unto  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Bright  have  been  born  seven  children : 
Nelhe,  a  successful  school-teacher  now  em- 
ployed in  the  line  of  her  profession  near 
Denver,  Colorado;  Jesse  D.,  of  Shenandoah; 
Pearl  B.,  the  wife  of  L.  R.  \\'alker,  a  farm- 
er of  Fremont  county;  Effie  A.;  Anna 
Myrtle;  Roy  E.  and  Glenn  E. — all  at  home. 
On  the  24th  of  September,  1891,  the  wife 
and  mother  was  called  to  the  home  beyond, 
leaving  her  family  and  many  friends  to 
mourn  her  loss. 

]\Ir.  Bright  was  reared  in  the  political 
faith  of  the  Republican  party  and  has  al- 
ways been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  in  other  local  offices,  but  does  not  seek 
public  preferment,  his  time  being  fully  oc- 
cupied by  his  business  affairs.  His  has  been 
a  most  energetic  and  useful  career.  .  His 
close  application,  his  unfaltering  purpose 
and  his  straightforward  business  methods 
have  enabled  him  to  work  his  way  steadily 
upward  to  a  prominent  position  among  the 
substantial  residents  of  the  community  and 
now  he  stands  upon  the  plane  of  affluence, 
being  able  to  surround  his  family  with  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  which 
^o  to  make  life  worth  the  living. 


ALLEX  J.  CHANTRY. 

Among  the  leading  representative  citi- 
zens of  southwestern  Iowa  is  Captain  Allen 
J  Chantry,  of  Mills  county.  His  father, 
Thomas  Chantry,  a  son  of  David  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Reed)  Chantry,  of  Lincolnshire, 
England,  was  born  at  ths  latter  place  in 
February.  1795,  and  in  18 16,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  came  to  the  United 
States,  locating  first  at  Philadelphia.  After- 
ward he  traveled  considerably  through  west- 


ern territory  and  finally  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  where,  in 
the  year  1822,  he  was  married  to  Hannah 
Passmore,  whose  parents,  Thomas  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Dickinson)  Passmore,  were  also  na- 
tives of  that  part  of  the  Keystone  state  and 
lived  within  hearing  of  the  artillery  at  the 
battle  of  Brandywine  during  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  some  of  our  subject's  ances- 
tors were  among  those  who  fought  for  Amer- 
ican independence. 

Thomas  and  Hannah  Chantry  lived  in 
Chester   and   Lancaster   counties   until    the 
spring    of   1837,  when    they  emigrated    to 
Iowa  territory  and  settled    in  Van    Buren 
county,  where,  on  June   13,   1841,  Captain 
Allen  J.   Chantry  was  born,  and  therefore 
takes  rank  among    the  earliest    natives  of 
Iowa,  a  distinction  of  which  he  has  always 
been  proud.     In  1846  the  parents  removed 
to  Henry  county,  same  state,  settling  near 
the  town  of  Salem,  and  afterward,  in  1855, 
removed  to  Guthrie  county,  where  the  pre- 
vious year  his  father  had  entered    (bought 
of  the  government)   a  large  tract  of  land, 
which  he  improved  and  upon  which  he  made 
his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life,   dying 
in  the  fall  of  1864  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years,  and  where  also  the  mother  afterward 
lived  until  1892,  when  she  died,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.     Both  the  father  and 
mother  of  Captain  Chantry  were  leading  and 
devout    members    of    the    religious    society 
of  Friends,  both  having  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  an  excellent  education.     On  their 
removal  to  Iowa   (then  an  unsettled  terri- 
tory)    they    found    themselves    with    their 
young  children  without  the  advantages  of 
public  schools ;  and  in  order  to  assist  their 
children  in  laying  a  foundation  for  a  good 
practical  education  they  instituted  a  family 
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school,  of  wliicli  the  mother  assumed  chief 
charge,  ami  for  years  the  spinning-wheel 
and  tlic  loom  and  other  household  duties 
woukl  lia\e  to  yield  an  hour  each  day  for 
recitation  and  hooks.  At  length  time 
brought  the  subscription  schools,  soon  to  be 
followed  by  the  beneficent  public  school  sys- 
tem. 

After  attending  public  school  two  or 
three  short  terms  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
duriu"-  the  last  two  years  of  his  minority, 
taught  sch(^ol  in  winter  and  \vorked  on  the 
farm  in  the  summer  until  he  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country.  August  11,  1862,  for 
a  "period  of  three  years  or  during"  the  Ciyil 
Avar,  and  was  assigned  with  the  company 
to  which  he  belonged  to  the  Twenty-ninth 
Regiment.  Iowa  Infantry,  then  being  or- 
ganized at  Camp  Dodge,  near  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  from  companies  from  counties  in  the 
southwestern  i)art  of  the  state.  On  Novem- 
ber 15  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant of  Company  K  by  Governor  Kirk- 
wood,  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  be 
first  lieutenant  and  captain  of  his  company. 
He  was  on  every  campaign  and  in  every 
action  in  which  his  regiment  took  part  in 
a  little  over  three  years  of  yery  active  seryice. 
He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder 
at  Terre  Noir  creek,  Arkansas,  April  2,  1864, 
\vhile  commanding  the  rear  guard  of  Gen- 
eral Steele's  supply  train,  which  w^as  furious- 
1}^  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force  of 
Confederate  cavalry  under  the  command  of 
that  intrepid  fighter.  General  Jo  Shelby;  but 
they  remained  on  the  held  and  by  maneuver- 
ing and  hard  fighting  by  one  of  the  bravest 
and  best  comi)anies  in  the  service  succeeded 
in  holding  the  enemy  in  check  for  over  an 
hour  and  until  reinforcements  arrived,  and 
a  supply  train  worth  over  one-half  million 


dollars  was  saved  for  this  service,  which  cost 
his  company  eighteen  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Chantry  and  his  com- 
pany received  the  compliments  and  thanks 
of  Major  General  Steele.  Thirteen  days 
thereafter  he  was  again  wcjunded  by  a  Con- 
federate sharpshooter  while  commanding  the 
advancing  skirmish  line  in  an  action  near 
Camden.  Arkansas,  but  continued  on  the 
field  until  the  action  was  over  and  Camden 
was  captured. 

Lieutenant  Chantry  participated  Avith  his 
regiment  in  all  its  future  operations  at  Mo- 
bile, Alabama,  and  in  the  Army  of  the  Rio 
Grande  on  the  southwestern  border  of  Texas 
during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1865,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  war  when  his  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Xe\y  Orleans  for  muster  out 
he  was  offered  the  position  of  A.  A.  I.  G. 
on  General  Slack's  staff,  and  Major  General 
Steele  offered  him  a  lieutenant-colonel's  com- 
mission in  the  "standing  army  of  the  Rio 
Grande"  if  he  would  remain  with  the  army 
and  accept  said  staff  appointment,  but  he  de- 
clined, as  the  war  was  now  considered  over, 
and  he  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment 
at  Xew  Orleans.  Louisiana,  on  August  10, 
1865,  and  honorably  discharged  with  it  at 
Davenport.  Iowa,  August  24,  1865,  and  im- 
mediately resumed  the  active  duties  of  civil 
life. 

He  bought  a  tract  of  unimproved  land 
in  the  valley  of  the  Xishnabotna.  in  the 
northwest  part  of  Page  county,  erected  a 
house  thereon  and  on  the  i6th  day  of  No- 
vember. 1865.  was  married,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  to  Miss  Harriett  A.  Rains,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (  HienMiymus) 
Rains,  of  Mills  county.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky, 
respectively.       'Mr.     Chantry     settled     im- 
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niecliately  after  his  marriage  on  the  new 
home  in  course  of  improvement,  improved 
his  place  and  farmed  in  summer  and  taught 
school  in  winter  for  ten  or  twelve  years, 
until  duties  of  home  and  care  and  feeding  of 
stock  demanded  all  his  time  and  attention. 
During  his  seventeen  years  residence  in 
Page  county  he  served  two  terms  as  member 
of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1873  ^^'^^  elected  by  the  Repub- 
lican party  as  a  representative  in  the  state 
legislature  from  Page  county  and  ser\'ed  in 
the  fifteenth  general  assembly  of  Iowa. 

In  the  spring  of  1882  in  order  to  secure 
better  educational  advantages  for  his  young 
family,  he  rented  his  farm  in  Page  county, 
then  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  and  removed  to  Malvern,  in  Mills 
county,  where  during  the  previous  winter  he 
had  bought  a  farm,  to  which,  with  a  fine  herd 
of  shorthorn  cattle,  he  now  gave  his  personal 
attention.  In  1887  he  was  unanimously 
nominated  by  the  Republican  county  con- 
vention and  the  same  fall  elected  a  repre- 
S€ntati\'e  in  the  legislature  from  Mills  coun- 
ty, and  again  nominated  and  elected  in 
1889  and  served  in  the  house  in  the  twenty- 
second  and  twenty-third  general  assemblies, 
and  during  the  summer  of  1891  was  unani- 
mously nominated  as  a  Republican  candi- 
date for  state  senator  for  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Mills  and  ^lont- 
gomery,  and  was  elected  and  served  in  the 
state  senate  in  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty- 
fifth  general  assemblies  of  Iowa. 

More  recently  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  banking  business  for  several  years ;  was 
a  director  and  the  last  two  years  of  his  con- 
nection was  the  president  of  the  Farmers' 
National  Bank  of  Alalvern,  but  in  1897  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  bank  and  has  since 


(up  to  the  present  time,  March  4,  1901)  de- 
voted his  time  and  attention  to  his  farming 
and  stock  interests  and  to  the  education  of 
his  children,  now  consisting  of  five  sons 
and  two  daughters — three  of  the  former  are 
now  married  and  settled,  the  others  still  re- 
maining at  home. 

At  a  reunion  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Regi- 
ment, Iowa  Infantry,  held  after  the  close 
of  the  war  it  was  decided  to  keep  up  the 
regimental  organization.  The  colonel, 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  Jr.,  having  previously 
died  Captain  Chantry  was  elected  by  his  late 
comrades  in  arms  as  its  colonel.  He  is  also 
a  charter  member  of  the  local  post  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows 
fraternities. 


LEWIS  G.  LINVILLE. 

Lewis  G.  Linville  is  one  of  the  native 
sons  of  Mills  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Center  township  on  the  nth  of 
June,  1866,  within  half  a  mile  of  his  pres- 
ent home.  His  grandfather,  James  Linville, 
was  a  native  of  Tennessee  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Burris, 
a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  died  at  the  old 
homestead  about  five  years  ago.  Her  father 
was  William  Burris  and  her  people  were 
farmers.  Mrs.  Linville  was  a  most  lovable 
old  lady,  possessed  of  those  characteristics 
which  ever  win  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  the  young. 

Flis  father,  George  H.  Linville,  was  born 
near  Sparta,  Tennessee,  in  18 18,  and  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  he  se- 
cured a  tract  of  wild  land  which  he  trans- 
formed into  what  is  now  known  as  the  Lin- 
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ville  homestead,  and  CDiitinued  its  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  5th  of  January,  1900.  He 
was  a  highly  respected  citizen,  widely  known 
for  his  sterling-  worth  of  character.  Before 
cttniing  to  Iowa  he  had  lived  at  different 
points  in  Missouri.  Unto  the  parents  of 
our  suhject  were  Ixn-n  the  following  chil- 
dren: CIran\ille  \\,  now  a  resident  of  Wi- 
nona county.  Iowa;  Margaret  Splawn.  who 
is  living  in  Silverdale,  Kansas;  ]\Irs.  Esther 
A.  Estes,  whose  home  is  near  Glenwood ; 
Mrs.  Mary  i.  Dye,  deceased;  Airs.  Nancy 
C.  Wright,  who  is  also  living  near  Glen- 
wood; Mrs.  Sallie  Bohart.  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago; and  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Kelly,  whose 
home  is  in  Macedonia,  Iowa.  Creditable 
l)ortraits  of  the  father  and  grandfather  adorn 
the  home  of  our  subject.  These  men  were 
of  fine  old  southern  stock  and  the  pictures 
show  them  to  have  been  people  of  strong 
character  and  marked  individuality. 

Mr.  Linville.  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity  and  received  excellent  edu- 
cational privileges,  attending  the  graded  and 
high  schools  of  Glenwood.  He  has  given 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  is 
to-day  operating  a  fine  farm,  whose  well- 
tilled  fields  yield  to  him  a  good  return.  All 
modern  accessories  and  improvements  are 
iliere  found  and  tlic  place  indicates  the  care- 
ful supervision  of  the  owner,  who  is  known 
as  a  very  practical  yet  very  progressive  ag- 
riculturist. 

Mr.  Linville  was  united  in  marriage  to 
JN!  i.^s  Elizabeth  A.  Tipton,  who  was  Ijorn  on 
a  farm  in  Illinois  and  is  a  daughter  of  S.  A. 
and  Sarah  A.  Tipton,  who  came  to  Iowa 
about  1 871.  Unto  Mr.  and  Airs  Linville 
have   been   born    tlu'ce   interesting  children, 


namely :  b'annie  Pearl,  Williard  St.  Clair 
and  George  Lewis.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  ])arents  that  good  educational  privileges 
shall  til  them  for  life's  practical  duties.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Linville  attend  the  Christian 
church  <jf  Glenwood  and  their  many  excel- 
lent characteristics  and  sterling  worth  have 
won  for  them  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends 
m   Mills  county. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Linville 
is  a  Democrat  and  at  the  present  time  is 
holding  the  office  of  t(jwnship  trustee  of  Cen- 
ter townshij).  t()  which  he  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  twelve,  although  in  the  last 
presidential  election  the  township  went  Re- 
publican by  a  majority  of  fifty.  This  shows 
a  gain  of  sixty-two  for  Mr.  LinvilJe.  which 
is  an  excellent  demonstration  of  his  p«.>p- 
ularity  and  genuine  w(3rth  as  a  citizen.  His 
fellow  townsmen  have  confidence  in  his  abil- 
ity, and  to  those  who  know  liim  it  is  need- 
less to  say  that  no  trust  reposed  in  him  has 
ever  been  betrayed. 


JA.MES  M.  AXTIiUXV. 

James  M.  Anth(^n\-.  who  is  carrying  on 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Mills  county,  was 
born  in  Mis.souri  fifty-one  years  ago,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Cedar  county,  that 
state.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Nicholas 
Anthony,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
came  to  ^Nlills  ctnuity,  Iowa,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  nineteenth  century.  Here  he  spent 
his  remainiup-  davs  and  was  identified  with 
the 'early  development  of  the  county.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  earn- 
estly fought  in  defense  of  the  nation. 

Jacob  .\nthony,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born   in   Ohio,   whence  he  reuKived  to 
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Cedar  county,  Missouri,  coming  to  the 
Hawkeye  state  when  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view was  only  one  5'ear  old.  Here  he  pre- 
empted land  and  began  the  development  of 
the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  has  since 
resided.  The  father  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  throughout  his  life  and  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-five  years.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Susan  Land,  and  she,  too, 
was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  -^^^len 
the  Anthony  familv  was  established  in  Mills 
county  the  ^Mormons  were  very  numerous 
here,  having  camped  on  the  land  which  is 
now  within  the  borders  of  our  subject's  farm. 
Soon  afterward,  however,  the  followers  of 
Brigham  Young  left  for  Salt  Lake  City. 
Li  the  Anthony  family  were  four  sons :  J. 
W.,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  JNI.  X.:  Anthony, 
living  in  Randolph,  Iowa ;  and  J.  S.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Glenwood.  There  were 
two  brothers,  Jonathan  N.  and  AVilliam  A., 
^vho  were  killed  in  the  Civil  war  while  aid- 
ing in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  both  being 
twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their 
death.  Another  brother,  J.  AV.  Anthony,  is 
now  blind  as  the  result  of  injuries  sustained 
in  battle  while  fighting  for  his  country.  This 
was  certainly  a  great  sacrifice  for  one  family 
to  make. 

James  M.  Anthony,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  was  reared  upon  the  wild 
western  frontier  and  early  became  familiar 
with  all  the  hardships  and  trials  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  pioneer.  He  improved 
such  educational  advantages  as  the  common 
schools  of  the  day  afforded  and  worked  in 
the  field  through  the  summer  months,  fol- 
lowing the  plow,  planting  the  grain  and  har- 
vesting the  crops,  thus  gaining  that  prac- 
tical experience  which  has  made  him  a  suc- 
cessful  farmer. 


Mr.  Anthony  was  married  to  Miss 
Amelia  Schade,  a  daughter  of  Conrad 
Schade.  She  was  born  in  Germany  and  is 
a  representative  of  a  fine  old  German  fam- 
ily, well  known  and  highly  respected  in 
Mills  county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony 
have  been  born  four  children,  namely :  Car- 
rie, Mabel,  Charles  M.  and  Clifford.  Mr. 
Anthony  owns  a  beautiful  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  acres  and  gives  his  en- 
tire attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  land 
and  to  fancy  dairying,  both  branches  of  his 
business  yielding  to  him  good  success.  This 
farm  is  pleasantly  located  three  miles  south- 
east of  Glenwood,  the  count v  seat  of  Mills 
county.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, who  has  given  an  unwavering  support 
to  the  principles  of  the  party  since  cast- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote  for  Ulysses  S. 
Grant  in  1864.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Center 
township  for  nine  years  and  for  five  years 
has  been  the  township  clerk,  discharging  his 
duties  with  marked  fidelity  and  ability.  He 
was  census  enumerator  of  the  twelfth  census 
for  Center  township.  All  wdio  know  him 
respect  him,  for  in  every  relation  of  life  he 
i^,  true  and  faithful,  and  in  ]\Iills  county  he 
has  many  warm  friends. 


A.  F.  METELMAN. 

A.  F.  Metelman,  the  president  of  the 
Metelman  &  Frazer  Bank,  of  Sidney,  Iowa, 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and  influ- 
ential men  of  that  place.  The  welfare  and 
the  upbuilding  of  a  community  is  largely  due 
to  the  enterprising  representatives  of  com- 
merce, men  of  resolute  purpose  and  indomi- 
table energy,  and  to  this  class  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  belongs.  He  is  also  numbered 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  in  this  portion  of. 
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the  state,  dating  his  residence  in  Fremont 
county  fri  iin   1856. 

Mr.  Metehnan  was  born  in  the  (hichy  of 
Mecklenburg,  Germany.  June  30.  1833,  and 
is  a  si)n  of  J.  C.  Metehnan.  wlio  was  an  in- 
dustrious farmer  of  that  country.  He  had 
eight  children,  but  the  subject  of  this  review 
is  the  only  one  who  ever  came  to  America. 
The  i)ublic  schools  of  the  Fatherland  af- 
forded him  his  educational  privileges  and  he 
remained  in  Germany  until  nineteen  years 
of  age.  when  he  resolved  to  investigate  the 
favorable  reports  which  he  had  heard  con- 
cerning the  opportunities  afforded  to  young 
men  in  the  new  world.  Accordingly  he  bade 
adieu  to  friends  and  family  and  secured  pas- 
sage on  the  ship  Washington,  which  sailed 
from  Hamburg  and  dropi)ed  anchor  in  the 
harbor  of  New^  York  cit}^  on  the  ist  of 
September.  1852.  He  did  not  long  remain 
in  the  east  but  made  his  way  westward  to 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  where  he  secured  a  clerk- 
ship in  a  dry-goods  establishment.  He  re- 
tained that  position  for  eighteen  months  and 
then  went  to  Detroit.  Alichigan.  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  which 
■was  his  place  of  abode  until  he  came  to  Sid- 
ney, in  the  year  1856. 

During  the  most  of  the  time  previous 
ISIr.  Metehnan  had  earned  a  livelihood  by 
acting  as  a  salesman  in  various  stores,  but 
Mdien  he  arrived  in  Fremont  county  he  se- 
cured a  clerkship  with  the  firm  of  Tootle  & 
Armstrong,  then  proprietors  of  the  leading 
mercantile  establishment  here.  He  contin- 
ued with  the  company  as  long  as  it  remained 
in  business.  His  success  in  the  business 
world  secured  to  him  the  capital  wdiich 
enabled  him  to  embark  in  business  upon  his 
own  account  in  1862.  when  he  became  the 
silent  member  of  the  firm  of  Reed.  Arm- 


strong &  Company.  He  continued  an  active 
factor  in  the  conduct  of  the  concern  luitil 
1867.  when  he  purcha.sed  his  partners'  inter- 
ests, carrying  on  the  business  alone  until 
1876,  when  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  A. 
v.  Metehnan  &  Comjjany,  through  the  ad- 
mission of  John  T.  Hodges  to  a  partnership. 
This  relationship  was  maintained  until  i88j. 
when  ]Mr.  Metehnan  sold  out  to  the  firm  of 
Hodges  &  Goy.  His  career  as  a  merchant 
was  attended  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 

But  at  length  he  withdrew  from  this 
store  to  enter  upon  active  connection  with 
banking  interests,  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Brown.  Metehnan  &  Company,  proprietors 
of  a  banking  house  in  Sidney.  This  was  the 
oldest  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  place, 
having  been  organized  in  1875.  by  Henry 
Brown.  A.  F.  Metehnan  and  W.  T.  Frazer. 
The  bank  was  capitalized  at  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  and  business  was  soon  begun, 
the  three  partners  retaining  their  interests 
until  1882,  when  Mr.  Brown  passed  away. 
After  his  death  tlic  iirescnt  business  style 
of  r\Ietelman  &  Frazer  was  assumed,  and 
were  succeeded  October  i.  1900,  by  the  Xa- 
tional.  Bank  of  Sidney:  A.  F.  Metehnan. 
president,  and  W.  T.  Frazer  cashier.  The 
capital  stock  has  been  increased  to  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  and  the  individual  estate  of 
each  member  of  the  firm  is  made  responsible 
for  the  liabilities  of  the  bank.  Such  is  the 
confidence  of  the  public  in  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  the  interested  principals  that  de- 
positors feel  that  they  have  absolute  innnu- 
nity  from  loss  with  such  security. 

In  t868.  in  Prairie  City.  Illinois.  Mr. 
Metehnan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  D.  Brown,  a  daughter  of  ^lartin 
Brown,  a  prominent  farmer  of  that  locality, 
and  unto  them  have  been  born  two  children : 
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Ella,  who  was  born  in  1869  and  is  the  wife 
of  Albert  Wildberger,  of  Sidney;  and 
Charles  A.,  who  was  born  in  1878  and  is  yet 
at  home.  Mr.  Metelman's  religious  views 
are  largely  in  accord  with  the  teachings  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  but  he  is  not  a  mem7 
ber  of  any  church  organization  or  fraternity. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  He 
has  indeed  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
business  development  of  Sidney  and  his  name 
is  so  inseparably  connected  with  its  history 
that  no  account  of  the  town  would  be  com- 
plete without  mention  of  his  career. 


JOHN  B.  McKOWN. 

John  B.  McKown  is  one  of  ths  public 
officials  of  Hastings,  holding  the  position  of 
postmaster,  and  his  fidelity  in  office  is  as 
marked  as  was  his  loyalty  when,  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  he  defended  the  stars  and 
stripes  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  south.  His 
wide  accjuaintance  will  render  his  history 
one  of  particular  interest  to  the  readers  of 
this  volume.  Therefore  it  is  with  pleasure 
we  present  his  record  among  those  of  other 
representative  men  of  southwestern  Iowa. 

Mr.  McKown  was  born  in  Elizabeth, 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1842. 
Plis  father,  James  McKown,  is  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  state,  but  the  paternal 
grandfather,  James  McKown,  was  born  in 
Ireland.  On  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  Amer- 
ica he  made  his  way  direct  to  Chester  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  spent  his  remaining 
days  in  the  Keystone  state.  His  wife  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  they 
were  married,  and  she,  too,  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania. James  McKnown  was  born  on  the 
24th  of  August,  1808,  and  in  his  early  life 


learned  the  tailor's  trade.  He  married  Miss 
Maria  Bryce,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1797,  her  parents,  however,  being  natives 
of  Scotland.  In  order  to  support  his  family 
Mr:  McKown  continued  to  work  at  his 
trade,  and  one  of  his  best-remembered  busi- 
ness transactions  was  the  making  of  a  suit 
of  clothes  for  James  G.  Blaine,  who  was 
then  a  young  man  residing  in  Allegheny 
comity,  where  he  was  married.  At  one 
time  he  belonged  to  the  Pennsylvania  militia. 
Plis  wife  prepared  food  for  the  American 
soldiers  in  the  war  of  181 2,  her  people  be- 
ing innkeepers  in  Pennsylvania  at  an  early 
day. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKown  were  born 
the  following  named  :  James,  now  deceased  ; 
Margaret,  the  deceased  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  White,  a  United  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter, who  also  has  passed  away;  Mattie  J., 
who  has  long  been  a  missionary  in  the  ed- 
ucational department  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian church  in  Egypt ;  Mrs.  Sarah  M. 
Wright,  who  is  living  with  her  husband  in 
Mahaska  county,  Iowa ;  and  Mrs.  Trapena 
Taggart,  a  widow  now  living  in  Denver, 
Colorado.  With  their  family  the  parents 
came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  locating  on  a  farm  in 
Lee  county,  whence  they  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Monmouth,  Illinois.  Later,  how- 
ever, they  returned  to  the  Hawkeye  state, 
taking  up  their  abode  in  Marion  county,  in 
the  spring  of  1862,  there  continuing  until 
1872,  when  they  located  in  Decatur  county. 
After  two  years,  however,  they  came  to  Mills 
county,  in  1875,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Indian 
Creek  township.  The  father  died  in  Kan- 
sas in  1884,  while  the  mother  died  in  Emer- 
son, Iowa,  in   1877. 

John  B.  McKown,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  was  twelve  years  of  age 
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Avhen  the  family  came  to  this  state.  He  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  \'arious  re- 
mo\als  and  while  li\in<4"  in  Monmouth,  lUi- 
liois,  he  resptmded  to  his  country's  call  for 
aid,  enlisting-  as  a  member  of  Company  C, 
Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  on  the  22cl 
of  July.  1862.  lie  went  to  the  front  under 
Captain  L.  15.  Cutter  and  Colonel  A.  C. 
Harding,  the  troops  proceeding  to  Fort 
Plineman,  Kentucky,  on  the  Tennessee  river, 
and  the  first  important  engagement  in  which 
lie  participated  was  at  Fort  Donelson.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  with  his  company  in  guer- 
rilla service  through  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see, being  thus  engaged  until  the  cessation  of 
hostilities.  In  that  manner  of  warfare  his 
regiment  had  frequent  contlicts  with  General 
Joe  Wheeler's  men  and  the  troops  under 
other  noted  southern  leaders,  and  the  service 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Eighty-third 
Illinois  was  of  a  very  arduous  nature.  At 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  Mr.  McKown  was 
mustered  out.  on  the  24th  of  June,  1865, 
and  on  the  6th  of  July  of  that  year  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge. 

Joining  his  family  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kown has  for  some  time  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  connected  with 
commercial  interests  in  Emerson,  being  em- 
ployed as  a  salesman  in  a  dry-goods  store 
at  that  place  for  twelve  years.  In  i)ublic  af- 
fairs Mr.  AIcKown  has  been  prominent,  for 
his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his  worth 
and  ability,  have  frequently  called  him  to 
office.  He  served  for  several  terms  as  the 
town  recorder  of  Emerson,  for  two  years 
as  township  clerk  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1898.  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Hastings  and  his  administration 
of  tile  affairs  of  the  office  has  bee.i  commend- 


able and  satisfactory.  In  pdltics  he  has 
been  a  stalwart  Republican,  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1864.  In  his  social  relations  he  is  identified 
with  Milton  A.  Summers  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Malvern,  and  he  and  his  wife  attend  the 
Hastings  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  McKfjwn  was  married  in  1868  to 
Miss  Margaret  Carter,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  l-'annie  Carter,  an  <jld  and  prominent 
family  of  southwestern  Iowa.  Her  people 
came  to  this  state  from  Connecticut  in  1856 
ruid  were  therefore  pioneers.  The  marriage 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  celeljrated' 
in  Knoxville,  ]\Iills  county,  Iowa,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Ronald  K. ;  Fannie  ^I..  now  the  wife  of  T. 
G.  Fewson,  of  Pueblo.  Colorado;  Arthur 
C.  also  of  Pueblo;  and  Merle  C,  James  H., 
Ila  C,  Ada  G.,  Frank  H.  and  Flora  11..  the 
last  tw(j  being  twins,  are  still  with  th.eir 
parents. 

Mr.  McKown  is  a  man  of  genial  dis- 
position and  kindly  nature,  and  manifests 
thoughtful  consideration  f6r  others.  He 
finds  his  greatest  happiness  by  his  own  fire- 
side in  the  midst  of  his  family  and  ccnmts 
no  sacrifice  or  effc^rt  too  great  that  will  en- 
hance their  happiness  or  promote  the  welfare 
(jf  his  wife  and  children.  I;i  his  business 
affairs  he  has  been  successful,  his  careful 
management,  sound  judgment  and  untiring 
effort  bringing  to  him  creditable  prosperity. 
He  indeed  deserves  mention  among  the 
prominent  people  of  Hastings  and  should 
finil  a  place  in  the  history  of  the  men  of 
l)usiness  enterprise  in  the  great  west  whose 
force  (^f  character,  intelligence,  integrity  and 
control  of  circumstances  have  contributed  in 
such  an  eminent  degree  to  the  solid  growth 
and  progress  of  the  entire  country.     His  life 
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has  been  manly,  his  actions  sincere,  his  man- 
ner unaffected  and  his  example  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 


JOHN  W.   SEARLES. 

John  \Mlliam  Searles,  who  is  occupying 
the  position  of  conductor  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad  and  maintains 
his  residence  at  Sidney,  was  born  in  Clark 
county,  Ohio,  February  20,  1839.  His  father^ 
George  Searles,  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  18 18, 
M-hile  the  grandfather  was  a  native  of  New 
York  and  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He 
also  followed  farming  to  some  extent  and 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  the  father  of 
our  subject.  The  latter  married  Miss  Susan 
Lowe  in  1838.  Unto  them  were  born 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  reached  the  age 
of  maturity,  namel}^:  John  William;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Gregory,  a  widow  living  in  west- 
ern Nebraska;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Hanna,  of  Nebraska;  Elida,  the  wife  of  John 
Snider,  of  Chicago;  George,  who  died  of  dis- 
ease in  the  army  soon  after  going  to  the 
front,  having  with  patriotic  spirit  offered  his 
serN-ices  to  the  government  and  laid  down 
his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  country;  and  Nel- 
son, a  locomotive  engineer  residing  in  Lin 
coin.  Nebraska.  The  mother  died  October 
3,  1872,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  The 
father  has  since  married  again  and  is  now 
hving  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health, 
although  he  has  advanced  so  far  on  life's 
journev.  He  came  to  Iowa  from  Ohio  in 
1853  ^^Tif^  settled  -in  Brighton, Washington 
county. 

John  Wlliam  Searles,  whose  name  intro- 


duces this  review,  spent  the  first  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  his  nativity. 
His  educational  privileges  were  limited,  but 
his  training  in  farm  labor  was  not  meager. 
He  was  early  set  to  work  to  follow  the  plow 
and  assist  in  the  other  labors  of  the  farm. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority  after  which  he  married,  on  the 
31st  of  October,  1861,  in  Winterset,  Madi- 
son county,  Iowa,  Miss  Martha  Jane  Cooper, 
a  native  of  Bainbridge,  Putnam  county,  In- 
diana, who  was  born  June  3,  1844.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Rachel  (Graves) 
Cooper,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and 
the  latter  of  Tennessee.  Her  parents  came 
to  Iowa  in  1854,  in  a  covered  wagon,  bring- 
ing their  children  with  them,  and  here  spent 
their  remaining  days,  Mr.  Cooper  devoting 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
died  July  26,  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1809, 
while  his  wife,  who  was  born  April  3,  181 1, 
died  January  20,  1878.  Their  remains  now 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Winterset. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Searles  resided  in  Fairfield, 
Iowa,  until  1864,  the  subject  of  this  review 
being  employed  in  a  grain  elevator.  He 
then  removed  with  his  family  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and  began  work  on  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Ouincy  Railroad  as  a  brakeman, 
but  within  a  year  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  conductor  of  an  accommodation 
train,  running  from  Burlington  west  seven- 
ty-five miles  to  Ottumwa.  In  1869  the  road 
was  opened  to  Council  Bluffs  and  Mr. 
Searles  took  one  of  the  heavy  passenger 
trains  across  the  state,  continuing  that  run 
until  1877.  For  a  year  and  a  half  afterward 
he  was  engaged  in  no  active  business,  and  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1879,  he  ran  the  first  train 
out  of  Sidney,  and  for  the  past  twenty-one 
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years  he  has  l)eon  a  coiuhictnr  uii  the  daily 
passenger  train  from  Sichiey  to  Carson, 
Iowa,  making-  a  (hiily  rnn  of  one  hundred 
and  six  miles.  Xo  higher  testimonial  of 
faithful  service  could  be  given  than  the  fact 
of  his  long  retention  in  the  position.  He  is  a 
courteous  and  obliging  railroad  otTicial  and 
has  Won  many  friends  among  the  patrons 
on  the  line. 

Unto  Mr.   and   Mrs.   Searles  have  been 
born  three  children:  Charles  M.,  the  eldest, 
now    living  in  Brooklyn,  Xew  York,  is  the 
claim  agent  for  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
road.    He  is  married  and    has  a    son    and 
daughter.     Grace  ]\1.,  is  the  wife  of  W.  H. 
Webster,  of  this  city,  and  has  five  children. 
Harry  P.,  is  a  railroad  man  li\ing  in  Col- 
orado, and  has  a  wife  and  two  children,  a 
son  and  a  daughter.   Mr.  Searles  purchased 
his  fine,  large  residence  in  1895.     He  also 
owns  a  farm  in  Kansas  and  a  house  in  Sid- 
ney which  he  rents.     Air.  and  Airs.  Searles 
have  some  interesting    grandchildren    with 
them    to    occupy    their    spacious    residence 
which  is  one  of  the  pleasant  homes  in  Sid- 
ney, surrounded  by  an  extensive  and  \vell 
shaded  lawn  and  conveniently  situated  near 
the  business  center  of  the  town.     Socially 
Air.  Searles  is  a  Alaster  Alason  and  he  also 
belongs  to  the  Order  of  Railway  Conductors 
of  which  he  was  master  for  two  years.     In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and  he  and  his  wife 
are   members  of  the   Baptist  church,   their 
lives  being  in  harmony  with  their  profes- 
sions. Their  liome  is  celebrated  for  its  gra- 
cious hospitality  and  their  circle  of  friends 
is  only  limited  by  tlieir  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances.    Air.    Searles    deserves   great    credit 
for  what  he  has  achieved  in  life.     Pie  has 
worked  his  way  upward  entirely  unaided  by 
influential  friends,  Ijy  inheritance  or  by  cir- 


cumstances. The  difficulties  and  obstacles 
in  his  path  have  been  overcome  by  deter- 
minetl  purpose  and  indefatigable  energy,  and 
the  economy  which  he  practiced  in  f«jrmer 
years  enabled  him  to  make  judicious  invest- 
ments that  now  return  to  him  a  g(jod  income. 
His  life  stands  an  exemplification  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  through  laudable  ambi- 
tion and  resolute  will,  and  in  the  history  of 
his  adopted  C(junty  he  certainly  deserves 
honorable   mention. 


HORACE  B.  CHENEY. 

Among  the  leading  citizens  of  Emerson 
none  are  more  deserving  of  representation 
in  this  volume  than  Horace  B.  Cheney,  who 
for  many  years  has  been  connected  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Alills  county,  and 
who  has,  through  his  well-directed  efforts, 
gained  a  handsome  competence  that  numbers 
him  among  the  most  substantial  men  of  his 
community.  Keen  discrimination,  unflag- 
ging industry  and  resolute  purpose  are  num- 
bered among  his  salient  characteristics,  and 
thus  he  has  won  that  prosperity  which  is 
the  merited  reward  of  honest  effort. 

Air.  Cheney  was  born  in  Stephenson 
county.  Illinois,  in  1849,  ''^"^1  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  to  his  paternal  great-grand fa- 
ti:er.  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  colonial  days  and  served 
with  distinction  as  a  soldier  throughout  the 
Revolutionary  war,  from  the  beginning  until 
the  surrender  at  A'orktown.  During  the  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill  he  fought  the  enemy  hand 
to  hand  with  a  sword.  He  was  a  large  and 
pc^werful  man,  of  magnificent  physique,  ex- 
emplifying the  plain,  simple,  hardy  life  of 
the  Scotchman,  and  these  characteristics  have 
descended    to   our   subject,    who    is   also  a 
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-trong,  large  man  of  fine  proportions.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Hnrd  Cheney,  was 
liorn  in  Vermont  and  died  in  Wyoming, 
Avhere  he  was  conducting  an  overland 
freighting  business  with  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, ]\Iilton  Cheney.  The  latter  was  born 
in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  in  1825, 
and  is  still  living  at  Ulysses,  Butler  county, 
Nebraska.  He  married  Lucinda  Osborne, 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  a 
daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Patt)^  (Giddings) 
Osborne.  Her  death  occurred  in  Emerson, 
Iowa.  A  romantic  feature  in  the  ancestry 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  that  his  ma- 
ternal great-grandfather,  Rev.  Harris  Gid- 
dings, a  Methodist  minister,  was  also  her 
paternal  grandfather.  One  member  of  their 
family  is  the  celebrated  statesman,  Hon. 
Joshua  R.  Giddings,  famous  as  one  of  the 
first  abolitionists,  who  died  while  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  States  senate. 
eral  occupation  of  both  Mr.  and 
Cheney's  families  has  been  farming. 

In  1 85 1,  at  the  age  of  two  years,  Mr. 
Cheney  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa, 
and  after  spending  one  year  in  Pottawatta- 
mie county  came  to  Mills  county,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  principally  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Glenwood.  In  his  native 
county  he  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Giddings, 
who  was  born  not  far  from  his  birthplace, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Smith  and  Susan  ( Stil- 
^^ell)  Giddings,  and  a  granddaughter  of 
Rev.  Harris  and  Mercy  (Wright)  Giddings. 
Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Vincent  Stil- 
well.  Her  uncle,  Calvin  Giddings,  now  de- 
ceased, was  a  very  wealthy  sheep-raiser  of 
Ohio,  of  almost  national  renown.  He  had 
sheep  all  over  that  state.  Smith  Giddings. 
Mrs.   Cheney's  brother,  entered  the  Union 
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army  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  enlist- 
ing in  Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  in  the 
Forty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 
After  his  enlistment  he  was  hurried  direct 
to  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was  in  active 
service  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  He  had  many  narrow  escapes,  having 
a  hole  shot  through  his  hat  and  also  the 
sole  of  his  shoe  and  a  part  of  his  clothing 
shot  away.  He  came  out  of  the  service  un- 
scathed, but,  as  fate  would  have  it,  accident- 
ally shot  and  killed  himself  a  short  time 
after  his  return  home  from  the  war.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cheney  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely :  Mrs.  Eurana  L.  Patrick, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Western  Normal 
College,  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  and  is  now 
living  on  a  farm  in  Mills  county;  Howard 
G.,  who  resides  on  a  farm  south  of  Emer- 
son ;  and  Harold,  at  home  with  his  parents. 
In  his  farming  operations  Mr.  Cheney 
has  been  remark^ibly  successful  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  four  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  which  are  in  this  county,  the  re- 
mainder in  Nebraska.  He  has  also  given 
considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine 
stock,  and  this  branch  of  his  business  he  has 
found  very  profitable.  He  now  makes  his 
liome  in  Emerson,  where  he  owns  a  fine 
modern  residence,  and  from  that  place  directs 
hh  farming  operations.  Mr.  Cheney  is  an 
exceptionally  strong  man,  both  morally  and 
physically,  of  high  principles,  and  has  much 
latent  force  and  determination.  One  cannot 
help  but  be  favorably  impressed  with  his 
strength  of  character  even  at  the  first  meet- 
ing, for  he  is  a  stanch,  true  and  manly  man. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  attends  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  an  earnest  member.     Politically  he 
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i^  a  Oemocrat  and  a  stanch  advocate  of  its 
Ijrinciples,  l.eing  a  particular  admirer  of  Will- 
iam J.  Bryan.  lM>r  six  years  he  was  one 
o\  the  three  CDUiixisin^-  the  hoard  of  super- 
visors of  Mills  county,  autl  was  called  upon 
numerous  times  to  exercise  his  excellent 
business  judgment  in  county  affairs  of  great 
magnitude,  including  lawsuits  where  thou- 
sands of  dollars  were  involved.  He  is  a  man 
oi  much  prominence  in  his  community  and 
is  very  popular  and  intluential. 


CHARLES  P.  KINNEY. 

Charles  P.  Kinney,  who,  February  i, 
1901,  retired  from  the  oflice  of  county  au- 
ditor with  a  most  creditable  record  as  a  trust- 
worthy official  and  is  living  in  Glenwood, 
Vi'as  born  near  Yellow  Springs,  in  Greene 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of  December, 
1856.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  John 
Kinney  and  he  married  Betsy  Shaner,  who 
died  in  18J3.  After  her  demise  he  was 
again  married,  in  the  vear  182;.  his  second 
union  being  with  Margaret  Brown.  Both 
he  and  his  second  wife  died  in  the  year 
1864.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
was  of  German  lineage.  His  son,  Aaron 
Kinney,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
March  2,  1821,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and 
tliroughout  his  entire  business  life  carried 
on  agricultural  i)ursuits.  He  was  identified 
with  farming  interests  until  1889.  when  he 
retired  to  the  town  of  Emerson,  Iowa,  where 
lie  spent  his  remaining  days  in  (juiet,  passing 
away  on  the  25th  of  November,  1899.  He 
wj^s  a  \'cry  industrious  man.  honest  and 
upright,  and  was  held  in  the  highest  respect 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  nature  was  quiet 
and  unassuming  and  he  preferred  that  others 
rather  than  himself  should  occupy  positions 


of  public   prominence.      He  married   Sarah 
Jane   Foresman,    who   was   born    March   2, 
1826.   in  Greene  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of    Hugh    and     Mary    (Ouinn)    Foresman. 
Her  parents  resided  at  a  point  on  the  Sus- 
(juehanna  river  in  Pennsylvania  in  their  early 
married  life,  but  later  removed   to  Greene 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  died  at  a  good  old 
age.     The  marriage  of  Aaron  Kinney  and 
Sarah  J.  h^oresman  occurred  on  the  28th  of 
March,   1849,  ^^^^l  they  became  the  parents 
of  nine  sons,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
The  mother  also  survives  her  husband  and 
resides  in  Emerson,  Iowa.     She  possesses  a 
strong   Christian    character,    holding   mem- 
bership in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  those  matters  which 
have  had  for  their  object  the  good  of  the 
community  in  which  she  has  lived.     She  is 
of  Irish  lineage. 

Charles  Phillip  Kinney,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  record,  attended  the  country 
schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age  and  from 
that  time  until  the  age  of  sixteen  pursued 
his  studies  only  through  the  winter  season. 
He  was  afterward  a  student  in  the  private 
school  under  the  supervision  of  Samuel 
Howe,  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  during 
the  winter  of  187 1-2  and  for  a  short  time 
in  the  year  1877  he  was  a  student  at  Tabor 
(Iowa)  College.  To  his  training  in  the  last 
two  schools  he  owes  much  of  what  he  has 
accomplished  in  life,  for  tlie  discipline  which 
he  there  received  was  such  as  to  fit  him  for 
practical  duties  in  the  business  world. 

He  remained  on  the  home  farm  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  its  operation  until  twen- 
ty-three years  of  age.  when  he  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  grain  at  Imogene.  with 
the  firm  of  J.  M.  Strahan  &  Company,  dur- 
ing the  fall,  winter  and  spring  of  1879-80. 
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He  was  afterward  with  the  firm  of  Burr  & 
Randolph  at  Strahan,  Mills  county,  Iowa, 
in  the  same  line  of  business  from  the  fall 
of  1880  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  E.  C.  Kayton, 
at  Strahan.     They  became  dealers  in  grain, 
coal  and   farm    implements   and  also    con- 
ducted a  grocery  store,  their  business  rela- 
tions being  maintained  from  the  autumn  of 
1882  until  the  spring  of  1885.     Mr.  Kinney 
then    resumed    agricultural    pursuits,    con- 
tmuing  the  operation  of  his  farm  until  the 
fall  of  1894,  when  he  was  elected  the  auditor 
of  ]\Iills  county.    He  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  on  the   ist  of  January,   1895, 
and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until 
the  1st  of  February,  1901,  wdien  he  retired, 
having  the  commendation  of  all  concerned 
by  reason  of  his  unquestioned  fidelity  to  duty. 
On  the  20th  of  March,  1884,  Mr.  Kin- 
ney was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  May 
Augusta  Shay,  a  daughter  of  Richard  H. 
Shay,  of  Strahan,  Iowa.     Her  great-grand- 
father, David  Shay,  of  New  Jersey,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2  and  her  paternal 
grandparents  had  nine  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  three  of  the  sons  served  in 
the  Civil  war.     The  marriage  of  Mr.   and 
"    Mrs.   Kinney  has  been  blessed   with    four 
children:     Everett  C,  Adina  G.,  Clara  M. 
.  and  Harry  Paul. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  hold  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  he 
is  a  valued  representative  of  several  fra- 
ternal organizations,  including  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  ]\Iodern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. Although  reared  in  the  Democratic 
faith,  he  has  always  been  a  Republican  and 
is  recognized  as  a  most  stalwart  advocate 
of  its  principles  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 


party  in  his  community.  Public-spirited  and 
progressive,  he  withholds  his  support  from 
no  movement  or  measure  that  has  for  its 
object  the  general  good.  Through  all  life's 
relations  he  has  commanded  the  uniform  re- 
gard and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  and 
as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Mills 
county  he  well  deserves  honorable  mention 
in  this  volume. 


W.  C.  DeLASHMUTT. 

This  gentleman,  who  follows  farming 
near  Glenwood  in  Mills  county,  is  numbered 
among  Iowa's  native  sons,  for  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  Mahaska  county,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1844,  his  parents  being  Peter  Lind-, 
say  and  Esther  (Hunt)  DeLashmutt,  the 
former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of 
Illinois.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  in  1838  he  emigrated  westward, 
taking  up  his  abode  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where,  he  married  Miss  Hunt.  They  after- 
ward removed  to  Jefferson  county,  this 
state,  and  about  two  years  later  went  to  Ma- 
haska county,  taking  up  their  abode  there  in 
1842.  In  1849  Mr.  De  Lashmutt  went  to 
California  and  in  1859  to  Colorado,  but  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  period  between 
1842  and  i860  he  was  a  resident  of  Ala- 
haska  county.  In  the  latter  year  he  came 
to  Mills  county,  where  he  died  on  tiie  iilh 
of  March,  1897,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years. 

With  one  exception  W.  C.  DeLashmutt 
is  the  eldest  of  the  family  of  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  started 
out  in  life  upon  his  own  account  in  1864, 
going  to  Montana,  where  he  remained  for 
almost  a  year,  buying  and  selling  cattle.  He 
afterward  engaged  in  freighting  and  between 
the  years  1865  and  1867  visited  Denver  and 
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other  points  in  the  west.  In  1868  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Gilli- 
land,  wlio  died  in  Septemher,  1885.  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  Hving, 
viz. :  Lulu  Ai.,  now  Mrs.  C.  E.  Dean,  living 
in  Glen  wood,  Iowa;  Jessie  L.,  now  the  wife 
of  Clarence  Stone;  William  Lynn;  and  Er- 
nest \V.  Ola  is  the  name  of  the  one  who  is 
deceaseil.  in  January,  1892,  ]\Ir.  De  Lash- 
mutt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Nan- 
nie B.  Lless,  who  had  had  one  daughter  by 
her  former  marriage,  namely,  Mildred,  now 
Airs.  W.  M.  Estes. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  De  Lashmutt  has 
carried  on  farming  and  stock-raising  in 
Alills  county,  with  the  exception  of  the 
periods  of  his  service  in  public  office.  In 
1887  he  was  elected  the  sheritY  of  the  county 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  four  years. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  and  was 
made  its  chairman.  Having  been  county 
commissioner  for  six  years,  he  retired  from 
office  in  January,  1901.  His  public  duties 
have  been  discharged  with  marked  fidelity 
and  promptness.  He  to-day  owns  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  rich  farming  land 
in  Mills  county,  and  in  connection  with  its 
cultivation  he  has  been  a  very  successful 
stock-raiser  and  feeder.  Few  men  in  Alills 
county  have  as  many  warm  friends  as  the 
subject  of  this  review.  They  are  limited  only 
by  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance.  Air.  De- 
Lashmutt  is  a  man  of  splendid  character.  If 
to  love  one's  neighbor  as  one's  self  is  the  es- 
sence of  all  true  religion,  then  he  comes  very 
near  the  fulfillment  of  the  law  in  perfect 
measure.  He  is  not  only  just  but  is  also 
kind  and  considerate,  and  his  example  is  in- 
deed worth V  to  be  followed. 
.22 


JAMES  F.  MARTIX. 

Occupying  a  prominent  position  in  com- 
mercial circles  in  Hastings  is  James  F.  Mar- 
tin, the  well  known  and  popular  proprietor 
of  a  dry-goods  store  at  that  place.  He  was 
born  in  Xew  York,  in  1845,  and  is  a  son 
of  Fred  and  Naoma  (Dunster)  Martin.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  England  and  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  fl(jwers  as  a  life  pur- 
suit and  died  in  Oneida  county,  Xew  York, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  His  wife, 
who  also  w'as  born  in  England,  in  which 
country  they  were  married,  has  likewise  de- 
parted this  life.  In  their  family  were  two 
daughters,  Airs.  Jane  Harmon  and  Airs. 
Esther  Smith,  both  of  whom  are  residents 
of  Utica,   Xew  Y'ork. 

James  F.  Alartin.  their  only  son,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  Empire  state. 
When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  responded 
to  his  country's  call,  enlisting  in  June,  1864, 
as  a  member  of  Company  I,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fift3'-seventh  Xew  Y'ork  In- 
fantry, at  Waterville.  He  was  mustered  in 
at  Utica  under  Captain  Briggs  and  Colonel 
Brown.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Balti-. 
more,  from  which  place  the  troops  proceeded 
to  Fort  Pulaski,  there  spending  the  winter 
in  guarding  Rebel  officers.  Just  before 
Charleston  was  captured  they  were  ordered 
to  that  point  and  were  on  their  way  there 
v.hen  the  city  fell.  On  the  next  day  they 
were  placed  in  transports  and  taken  to 
Georgetown,  and  after  spending  a  month 
or  two  there  proceeded  to  Florence,  South 
Carolina.  In  the  meantime  Air.  Alartin  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Sumterville,  Bow- 
ington  Alills.  Cedar  Creek  and  several  minor 
engagements,  and  suffered  innumerable  hard- 
ships,   even    wading    waist    deep    through 
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tangled  swamps.  Hnmorous  incidents,  liow- 
ever,  sometimes  occurred  to  relieve  the  strain 
and  to  A-ary  the  monotony.  When  the  war 
was  ended  and  the  country  no  longed  needed 
his  services  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, being  mustered  out  at  Syracuse, 
New  York,  in  July,  1865. 

Returning  to  the  Empire  state  Mr.  Mar- 
tin there  continued  to  reside  until  1873,  when 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased  land  in 
Indian  Creek  township,  Mills  county.  Here 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  he  was  employed  in 
stores  in  Glendale  and  Hastings,  but  with 
the  return  of  spring  he  again  assumed  his 
agricultural  labors.  During  this  time  he 
was  employed  by  Mr.  Heinsheimer,  an  ex- 
tensive merchant  of  Glenwood.  In  1876  he 
accepted  a  position  in  Hastings  in  a  general 
store  owned  by  E.  P.  Bosbyshell  &  Com- 
pany, the  store  occupying  the  location  near 
^vhere  our  subject  now  carries  on  business. 
Later  Mr.  Bosbyshell  sold  the  store,  Mr. 
]\Iartin  continuing  with  the  successor  for  a 
3-ear,  and  in  1893  he  began  business  on  his 
own  account.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
the  largest  and  best  equipped  dry-goods 
establishment  in  the  eastern  half  of  Mills 
county,  carrying  an  extensive  stock  suited  to 
the  demands  of  both  town  and  country.  By 
diligence,  enterprise,  honorable  dealing  and 
an  earnest'  desire  to  please  his  customers  he 
has  secured  a  large  patronage,  which  is  con- 
stantly increasing  and  which  brings  to  him 
a  very  gratifying  income.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  his  original  farm,  to  which  he  has 
added  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  rich  land  well  improved.  It 
is  pleasantly  situated  a  little  to  the  north 
of  east  of  Hastings  and  thereon  are  found 
substantial  buildings  and 
stock. 
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Mr.  Martin  has  been  twice  married.  In 
the  Empire  state  in  1877  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  Hattie  W.  Springer.  His 
present  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hattie 
Birdsall.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
1895,  in  Mills  county,  and  Mrs.  Martin  is 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent 
families  in  this  locality.  Our  subject  now 
has  two  children, — Fred  J.  and  Mabel.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist church  in  Hastings  and  take  an  active 
interest  in  its  work  and  growth.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a  Republican  and 
has  been  honored  with  a  number  of  local 
offices.  He  has  served  on  the  school  board 
for  several  years  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  city  council,  being  re-elected  to  that  po- 
sition ill  the  spring  of  1900.  Fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows  society. 
He  is  a  man  of  quiet  disposition  and  modest 
demeanor  who  is  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited.  At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  and 
his  history  illustrates  in  an  excellent  man- 
ner what  it  is  possible  to  accomplish  when 
perseverance  and  determination  form  the 
keynote  to  a  man's  life.  His  record  is  one 
of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud.  Success 
is  not  measured  by  the  heights  which  one 
may  chance  to  occupy,  luit  by  the  distance 
between  the  starting  point  and  the  altitude 
he  has  reached ;  therefore  Mr.  Martin  has 
gained  a  most  brilliant  success, — a  just  re- 
\vard  of  meritorious,  honorable  effort  which 
commands  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all. 


HARVEY  W.  SUMMERS. 

Harvey  W.  Summers  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  landoAvners  and  successful  farm- 
ers of  Mills  county,  and  has  justly  earned 
the  distinction  of  being  what  the  public  cr^.lls 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


365 


a  self-made  man.  He  was  born  in  Tazewell 
county.  Illinois,  on  the  4th  of  July.  1X2^). 
his  parents  being  John  and  Emily  (Wood- 
row)  Summers.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  North  Carolina  and  with  his  three  broth- 
ers and  their  mother  went  to  Ohio  at  a  very 
early  day.  the  father  of  our  subject  havini^ 
day.  the  father  of  our  subject  having  died 
died  in  Xorth  Carolina.  The  family  is  an  old 
and  prominent  one  of  the  south.  After  re- 
siding in  the  Buckeye  state  for  some  time 
the  Summers  family  removed  to  Illinois  and  1 
there  the  mother  of  our  subject  died.  After 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity  John  Sum- 
mers married  Emily  W'oodrow,  a  daughter 
of  Richard  W'oodrow,  who  was  of  Irish 
lineage,  the  name  being  originally  spelled 
\\'ithrow.  John  Summers  followed  farm- 
ing in  Tazewell  county.  Illinois,  and  died 
in  that  state  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
His  wife's  death  also  occurred  there.  They 
A\ere  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
two  are  yet  living,  the  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject l)eing  William  G.,  who  follows  farm- 
ing near  ^^lalvern,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Summers  of  this  review  was  reared 
ii'  the  old  family  homestead  in  Tazewell 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until 
twenty-nine  years  of  age.  He  began  his 
education  in  the  old-time  log  schoolhouse, 
the  school  being  conducted  on  the  subscrip- 
tion plan.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
left  the  old  homestead  and  began  life  for 
himself.  He  was  married  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1850,  to  ]Miss  Hannah  F.  Jen- 
nings, who  was  born  in  Harvey  county,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  2(1  of  June,  1832,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Eliza  (Dray)  Jemiings.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Virginia  and  died  in  Illinois, 
whither  the  familv  removed  at  an  earlv  dav. 


The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Summers,  Agues 
Mansfield,  was  born  in  X'irginia  and  died  in 
Missouri. 

In  September,    1854.  Harvey  W.  Sum- 
mers,  accompanied  by  his  brothers,  James 
and  Milton,  came  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and 
entered  a  large  tract  of  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment, Mr.  Summers  of  this  review  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  on  section  4  in  White  Cloud 
township.     Here  he  has  resided  for  forty- 
five  years.     His  first  home  was  only  sixteen 
by  twenty-two  feet,  but  he  afterward  made 
additions  to  it  and  the  family  resided  therein 
until  1862,  when  he  erected  his  present  fine 
residence  which  now  adjoins  his  farm.     On 
the  24th  of  September,  1855,  the  family  came 
with  him  to  his  new  home.     As  the  years 
passed  he  added  to  his  property  and  now 
owns  two  thousand  acres  of  the  rich  lands 
of  Iowa  and  is  numbered  among  the  wealthy 
and  enter])rising  agriculturists  of  this  por- 
tion of  tlie  state.     About    1868  he    began 
shipping  stock  and  has  since  made  it  a  part 
of  his  business,  carrying  on  that  enterprise 
quite  extensively.    He  has  raised,  bought  and 
sold  large  amounts  of  stock  and  has  thus 
added  materially  to  his  income.     He  follows 
very  progressive  methods  of  farming,  keeps 
his  land  in  gootl  coiidiiidii  through  the  rota- 
tion of  crops  and   has   upon   his   place  the 
latest     improved     machinery.       Everything 
upon  the  farm  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance and  indicates  his  careful  supervision. 

Unto  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Summers  have  been 
b/orn  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  yet 
living :  Willard  Leslie,  who  is  married  and 
has  three  children;  Laura  A.,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  children:  and  Edward  L., 
w  ho  also  is  married  and  has  two  children ; 
John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years, 
being  injured  in  the  accident  of  the  railroad 
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l^ridge  at  St.  Charles,  Missouri,  going  clown 
under  a  stock  train.  He  was  rescued  and 
lived  only  a  few  days ;  William  C,  the  other 
member  of  the  family,  died  when  only  eleven 
months  old. 

In  his  political  views  Harvey  W.  Sum- 
mers is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote_  for  Zachary  Taylor 
in  1848,  and  on  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and 
has  since  been  one  of  its  stalwart  advocates. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Baptist  church 
and  has  lived  an  upright,  honorable  life.  For 
forty-six  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Mills  county  and  is  therefore  numbered 
among  its  honored  pioneers.  He  and  his 
wife  saw  the  first  interment  made  in  the 
cemetery  at  ]Malvern  and  his  brother's  wife 
was  the  second  person  to  be  laid  at  rest  in 
that  city  of  the  dead. 

Great  changes  have  occurred  since  the 
family  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  work  of 
progress  and  development  Mr.  Summers 
has  ever  borne  his  part,  doing  whatever  he 
could  to  promote  the  material,  educational 
and  moral  interests  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. He  has  ever  lived  so  as  to  win  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men, 
and  all  who  know  him  esteem  him  for  his 
sterling  traits  of  character. 


B.   P.  REEVES. 

One  of  the  intelligent,  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmers  of  Washington  town- 
ship, Fremont  county,  is  B.  P.  Reeves,  who 
has  made  his  home  in  this  locality  since 
1872.  He  was  born  in  Howard  county,  Mis- 
souri, near  Fayette,  October  8,  1857,  and 
is  a  son  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Reeves,  a 
leading  and  influential  citizen  of  Fremont 


county,  who  has  been  actively  identified  with 
the  interests  here  for  twentv-eight  vears.  He 
married  Martha  Patton,  a  lady  of  intelli- 
gence and  culture,  whose  people,  were  long 
residents  of  Howard  county,  Missouri. 

B.  P.  Reeves  is  the  eldest  son  of  their 
family  of  five  children.  He  was  reared  in 
Howard  county,  Missouri,  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Fremont  county,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained. His  youthful  labors  were  practical, 
for  he  early  became  familiar  with  the  work 
of  field  and  meadow  and  was  taught  the 
value  of  industry  and  honesty  in  the  affairs 
of  life.  He  pursued  his  education  both  in 
Missouri  and  in  this  state.  As  a  companion 
and  helpmeet  on  life's  journey  he  chose  Miss 
Cora  Hatten,  a  daughter  of  J.  R.  Hatten, 
one  of  the  well-known  pioneer  settlers  of 
Fremont  county,  now  living  in  Hamburg. 
Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Reeves  have  been  born 
two  sons:  Bruce  H..  who  was  born  in  June, 
1887,  and  Myron,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
June,  1889. 

In  1898  Mr.  Reeves  pirrchased  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  Washington  tawnship,  compris- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  very 
productive  land,  and  the  fields  yield  to  him 
a  sfolden  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he 
bestows  upon  them.  His  home  is  a  pleasant 
one,  and  the  outbuildings  upon  the  place 
include  a  substantial  barn,  good  sheds 
and  cribs ;  the  rich  pasture  lands  provide  ex- 
cellent feeding  places  for  the  stock  through 
the  summer  and  the  fields  give  promise  of 
abundant  harvests,  while  the  orchard  yields 
its  fruits  in  the  season.  Air.  Reeves  carries 
on  farming  c[uite  extensively,  for  in  addi- 
tion to  his  own  land  he  cultivates  a  portion 
of  the  Carpenter  farm.  His  political  support 
is  given  to  the  Republican  party  and  of  its 
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])riiiciples  he  is  a  zealous  and  earnest  ad- 
vocate. ITe  belong's  to  1  laniburg  Lodfrc. 
No.  217,  K.  of  P.,  and  to  llaml)urg  Lodgje, 
187,  1.  O.  O.  F.  His  manner  is  o-enial 
and  cordial  :md  he  enjoys  the  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  is  associated. 


JOHN  D.  PADDOCK. 

John  D.  Paddock,  who  is  now  occupying 
the  position  of  postmaster  in  Malvern,  is 
one  whose  name  is  inscj^arahly  connected 
^vith  the  history  of  Mills  county.  Me  built 
the  first  house  in  Mah'ern  and  has  l)een 
largely  instrumental  in  promoting  the 
growth,  development  and  i)rogress  of  the 
city.  His  intluence  in  its  public  affairs  can 
scarcely  be  estimated,  but  it  has  ahvays  been 
on  the  side  of  advancement  along  material, 
intellectual  and  moral  lines. 

Mr.  Paddock  is  a  native  of  Steuben  coun- 
ty, New  York,  born  June  17,  1842,  of  the 
marriage  of  Captain  John  H.  and  Nancy 
(Armstrong)  Paddock.  The  father  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  At  the  first  call 
for  troops  to  aid  in  crushing  out  the  Re- 
bellion in  its  infancy,  he  offered  his  services 
to  the  government  and  was  made  captain 
of  Company  I,  of  the  Fifteenth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, in  wdiich  he  served  for  one  year. 
His  father,  Philip  Paddock,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New'  York  and  there  spent  his  entire 
life;  but  Captain  Paddock  left  New  York 
for  the  west  in  the  year  1844.  Accom- 
panied hy  his  family,  he  journeyed  to  Mich- 
igan and  for  a  brief  period  resided  near 
Adrian,  in  that  state.  In  1846  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  was  living  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration 
of  hostilities  between  the  north  and  tlie  south. 


Thus  it  was  that  he  became  a  member  of  an 
Illinois  regiment. 

When  his  services  at  the  front  were  con- 
cluded he  returned  to  his  farm  in  McHenry 
county  and  throughout  the  period  of  his 
active  business  career  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  still 
living  in  McHenry  county,  one  of  the  ven- 
erable and  respected  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  early  manhood  he  married  Miss 
Xancv  Armstrong,  also  a  native  of  New 
\'(M-k,  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Armstrong, 
who  was  born  on  the  green  isle  of  Erin. 
She  died  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  at  the 
ase  of  thirtv-four  vears.  leaving  four  chil- 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

John  D.  Paddock,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  but  four  years  of  age  when 
his  family  became  residents  of  Illinois.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
f(uu-teenth  year,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  as  a  teacher,  a  profession  which 
he  followed  for  three  years  in  Illinois.  Aside 
from  the  educational  advantages  afforded 
by  the  common  schools  he  had  the  privilege 
of  continuing  his  own  studies  in  ths  Elgin 
Seminary  and  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Com- 
mercial College  in  Chicago,  being  graduated 
in  the  last  named  institution  with  the  class 
of  1863.  While  in  that  school  Mr.  Paddock 
responded  to  his  country's  call.  He  was  a 
cripple  and  twice  offered  his  services  to  the 
government  when  he  was  not  accepted,  Imt 
in  1863  he  joined  Company  F,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, for  one-hundred-days'  service.  The 
regiment  was  sent  to  Tennessee  to  relieve 
the  reoulars  and  remained  at  the  front  for 
six  months,  when  he  was  musteredout  on 
account  of  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service. 


368 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


On  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Pad- 
dock located  in  Cliicago,  as  a  bookkeeper, 
in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Copples  & 
Marsten,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six 
years.  In  August,  1869,  he  came  to  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  locating  in  the  village  of  Mil- 
ton, now  known  as  Malvern.  He  purchased 
the  lumber  and  erected  the  first  building  in 
tlie  town.  Under  General  Grant's  admin- 
istration he  was  made  its  first  postmaster. 
In  the  first  store  erected  he  and  his  brother, 
Charles  H.  Paddock,  opened  a  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise  and  conducted  the  store 
together  until  1895.  When  the  express  com- 
pany established  an  office  in  Malvern  Mr. 
Paddock  was  appointed  its  first  agent.  He 
became  the  first  postmaster  in  January,  1870, 
and  was  reappointed  by  General  Grant  in 
1874,  serving  until  1876,  when  he  resigned. 
Once  more  he  was  appointed  to  the  office, 
in  1898.  by  President  McKinley,  and  is  now 
the  incumbent,  discharging  his  duties  in  a 
inanner  highly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 
He  is  prompt,  energetic,  capable  and  re- 
liable, and  his  business  and  political  records 
are  alike  above  reproach.  Mr.  Paddock  was 
married  on  the  ist  of  March,  1869,  to  Miss 
Helen  McRae,  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Mc- 
Henry  county.'  Illinois.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  reared  an  adopted 
son,  Charles  S.  Roe,  who  was  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  J.  \\\  Roe,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  in  Malvern.  Charles  S.  Roe 
on  arriving  at  his  majority  married,  but  has 
lost  his  wife,  who  died  leaving  a  little  daugh- 
ter.    He  is  now  traveling. 

]\Ir.  Paddock  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Baptist  church,  taking  an 
active  part  in  its  worix  and  doing  all  in 
their  power  for  the  advancement  of  the 
cause.     He  is  now  serving  as  a  deacon,  while 


his  wife  filles  the  position  of  church  treas- 
urer. Of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Malvern 
he  is  a  charter  member,  and  also  belongs  to 
Milton  Summers  Post,  No.  224,  G.  A.  R. 
The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm 
friend.  He  aided  in  organizing  the  school 
district,  was  its  secretary  and  has  done  ca- 
pable service  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  No  movement  for  the  public  good 
has  soug-ht  his  aid  and  co-operation  in  vain. 
He  belongs  to  the  class  of  representative 
American  citizens  who  have  the  g'ood  of  the 
county,  state  and  nation  at  heart  and  whose 
patriotism  is  above  question. 


BARD  I.  CAVENDER. 

We  are  now  permitted  to  touch  In-iefly 
upon  the  life  history  of  one  who  has  re- 
tained a  personal  association  with  the  affairs 
of  Fremont  county  for  some  years,  and  is 
now  efficiently  serving  as  county  recorder. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  state,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Dubois  county,  In- 
diana, on  the  15th  of  October,  i860.  He 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  at  the  age  ot 
fourteen  years  began  earning  his  own  live- 
lihood by  working  for  neighboring  farmers 
by  the  day  or  month.  His  early  education 
was  obtained  in  the  country  schools  near  his 
boyhood  home. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  Mr.  Cavender  went  to  Page 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  taught  school  one 
term,  and  later  followed  the  same  profession 
in  Taylor  county,  this  state,  and  also  in  Mis- 
souri and  Nebraska.  In  March,  1884.  he 
was  married  in  Clarinda,  Iowa,  to  ]\Iiss 
Florence  Stotler,  w^ho  was  born  in  Tippe- 
canoe  county,  Indiana,  but- was  reared  and 
educated  in   Page  county,   Iowa.      In    1867 
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she  Ccinic  witli  her  [jarents  to  Iowa,  the  family 
locating-  in  Page  county.  licr  father  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  is  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cavender  have  one  child,  Frank 
\\'.,  born  in  Imogene,  this  county. 

Mr.  Cavender  first  became  connected 
witii  commercial  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug 
store  in  Misst)uri.  where  he  became  thor- 
ou":hlv  familiar  with  the  l)usiness,  and  later 
was  similarly  employed  at  Blanchard  and 
Imogene,  Iowa.  At  the  latter  place  he  con- 
ducted a  drug  store  of  his  own  for  five  years, 
and  t)n  disposing  of  the  same  he  engaged  in 
clerking  at  Randolph,  this  county,  until 
elected  couni\-  recorder  in  1896,  So  accept- 
al)lv  ilid  he  hll  the  otifice  that  he  was  re- 
elected two  years  later,  but  has  refused  to 
become  a  candidate  for  a  third  term,  it  be- 
ing his  intention  on  retiring  from  office  to 
remove  to  Hamburg,  to  become  the  editor  of 
the  Fremont  Democrat.  His  duties  have  been 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  performed, 
and  he  has  proved  a  most  popular  official. 

In  1899  Mr.  Cavender  was  chairman  of 
the  Democratic  county  committee,  and  has 
taken  a  very  active  and  prominent  part  in 
political  affairs.  He  cast  his  hrst  presiden- 
tial vote  for  James  G.  Blaine,  in  1884.  For 
four  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Monroe  township,  this  county,  and  was 
twice  the  mayor  of  Ran(lol[)h,  being  elected 
on  a  non-partisan  ticket,  without  opposi- 
tion, which  fact  plainly  indicates  his  per- 
sonal popularity  and  the  confidence  and  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  For 
a  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
in  Sidney,  where  he  has  made  his  home  since 
serving  as  the  county  recorder.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  orders  of  Knights  of 
I'ythias.  Odd  Fellows  and  iM-eemasons  of 
Sidney;  th.e  chapter.  R.  A.  M..  at  Rivcrton; 


and  the  council  at  Hamburg.  Religiously 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while 
his  wife  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  belief. 


WILLIAM    II.   MORCAX. 

On  the  r(jster  of  the  county  officials  of 
Mills  county  appears  the  name  of  William 
II.  Morgan,  who  is  filling  the  office  of  sheriff 
and  is  proving  most  competent  and  faithful 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  Such  an  officer 
is  a  safeguard  to  the  law-abiding  citizens  and 
is  an  object  of  terror  to  those  not  amenable 
to  the  rules  which  govern  the  conduct  of 
man  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Johnson  county, 
near  Iowa  City,  on  the  ist  of  July,  1868, 
his  parents  being  James  and  Jane  Morgan. 
The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
came  to  this  state  in  1846.  Subsecpiently 
he  removed  to  Oxford,  Nebraska,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  He 
was  a  physician  and  became  the  owner  of 
considerable  land,  also  had  other  investments 
and  business  interests.  His  wife  died  in 
Emerson,  when  the  subject  of  this  review- 
was  five  years  of  age,  and  he  and  his  brother 
lived  with  an  aunt  until  he  was  about  sixteen 
years  of  age.  His  educational  privileges 
were  those  afYorded  by  the  schools  of  Emer- 
son, Mills  count}',  but  in  the  bioader  school 
of  experience  he  has  learned  many  xaluablc 
lessons  which  have  made  him  well  (pialified 
for  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  business  life. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Morgan 
started  on  an  extensive  tour  of  the  west 
and  was  for  some  time  in  the  mines  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  He  \vas  alsi^  employed  on 
a  farm  in  California.     Later  he  returned  to 
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Glenwood  and  secured  a  position  as  a  farm 
hand  with  General  Stone.  \\'hile  thus  em- 
ployed he  assisted  in  planting  the  greater 
part  of  the  large  orchard  on  that  celebrated 
farm  and  continued  his  service  there  until 
1896.  In  that  year  he  was  made  deputy 
sheriff  under  Hon.  ^^^  L.  Tubbs.  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  elected  sheriff  of  the 
county  in  1899.  He  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican since  casting  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  General  Harrison,  and  it  was  on 
that  ticket  that  he  was  chosen  to  the  office. 
He  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
political  issues  of  the  day  and  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  party,  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  its  growth  and  secure  the  adop- 
tion of  its  principles.  He  has  long  been  rec- 
ognized as  an  active  leader  in  local  politics. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  1889.  Mr.  I\Ior- 
gan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maude 
L.  White,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  R.  C.  White, 
the  present  postmaster  of  Glenwood.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alorgan  now  have  one  son,  Guy, 
Mho  was  born  ]March  4,  1890,  on  the  Gen- 
eral Stone  farm  where  our  subject  was  work- 
ing. Mr.  Morgan  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  and  International  Associa- 
tions of  Sheriffs.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  he  is  entirely  fearless  and  shows 
neither  partiality  nor  favor.  His  reliability 
and  promptness  have  won  him  the  high 
commendation  of  the  better  class  of  citi- 
zens of  Mills  county  and  he  is  justly  num- 
bered among  her  representative  citizens. 


O.  S.  WING. 


Indians  roamed  over  the  prairies,  game 
abounded  in  the  forests  and  the  wild  land 
was  in  its  primitive  condition  at  the  time 


]\Ir.  ^^^ing  came  to  Fremont  county.  Forty- 
fi\e  years  have  since  passed,  and  the  changes 
Avhich  have  occurred  have  made  a  trans- 
formation seeming  almost  phenomenal,  yet 
it  has  been  accomplished  through  the  self- 
sacrificing  efforts  of  the  pioneers  who  re- 
claimed the  wild  land  for  the  purposes  of 
civilization,  and  through  the  work  of  later 
arrivals  who  have  continued  to  develop  and 
improve  the  country, — noble  and  brave  men 
and  women  who  cheerfully  bore  the  hard- 
sliips  and  trials  incident  to  pioneer  life/  in 
order  to  secure  good  homes  on  the  western 
prairies.  Mr.  Wing  also  bore  his  part  in  the 
public  progress  and  gave  his  support  to  all 
movements  calculated  to  prove  of  general 
good. 

In  his  youth  he  was  a  Green  Mountain 
boy,  for  his  birth  occurred  near  Montpelier, 
Vermont,  on  the  31st  of  October,  1833.  In 
the  same  neighborhood  lived  the  parents  of 
Admiral  Geo'rge  Dewey.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  Sidne}^  Wing,  also  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  the  grandfather  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  that  state.  Sidney 
^^'ing  served  as  captain  of  the  state  militia, 
a  rifle  company,  and  was  a  man  of  promi- 
nence in  the  community,  exerting  a  strong 
influence  in  public  affairs.  He  maJrried 
Miss  Mary  Brooks,  also  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont and  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  Brooks,  of 
Connecticut,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  old 
families  of  that  state.  Unto  Captain  Wing 
and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  three 
of  whom  are  yet  living.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  in  his  political  belief  was 
an  ardent  \\'hig.  The  family  attended  and 
held  membership  in  the  Congregational 
church,  and  wherever  they  were  known  they 
were  held  in  high  esteem  for  their  many  ex- 
cellencies  of   character.       The   father   died 
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in  \^ermont.  at  the  age  of  fifty-iivc  years, 
and  tlie  mother  spent  her  last  days  in  Iowa, 
Avhere  she  passed  away  at  tlic  advanced  age 
of  eiqhty-two  years. 

L'jjon  the  old  family  farmstead  in  Aver- 
ment. O.  S.  Wing  was  reared,  and  early  he- 
came  familiar  with  the  lahors  of  field  and 
meadow.  He  was  taught  the  value  of  indus- 
try and  economy  in  the  practical  affairs  of 
life  and  he  was  actuated  hy  those  precepts 
throughout  his  entire  career.  He  pursued  his 
education  at  Montpelier,  where  he  was  a 
schoolmate  of  Admiral  Dewey.  Subsecjuent- 
ly  he  served  a  four-years  apprenticeship  in 
the  carpenter's  and  cabinet-maker's  trades 
and  became  an  excellent  workman  in  those 
lines.  The  knowledge  of  those  industries 
has  been  of  much  benefit  to  him  in  his  later 
career,  enabling  him  to  keep  everything 
about  his  place  in  excellent  condition. 

In  1 85 5  ]\lr.  Wing  emigrated  westward, 
making  his  way  by  rail  to  Chicago,  Illinois, 
and  thence  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he 
purchased  a  team  and  traveled  across  the 
country  to  Fremont  county.  In  Nebraska 
City,  Nebraska,  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
about  two  years  and  in  the  winter  season 
conducted  his  Avagon  shop.  The  Indians 
roamed  at  large  over  this  section  of 
the  country,  having  not  then  been  re- 
moved to  the  western  reservation.  Deer 
"was  so  plentiful  that  a  quarter  of  venison 
could  be  purchased  for  twenty-five  cents. 
Subsequently  Mr.  Wing  engaged  in  freight- 
ing goods  westward  to  government  forts, 
to  the  mountains,  to  Denver  and  other  west- 
ern points.  He  owned  the  outfit  which  he 
employed  and  usually  sold  his  teams  and 
wagons  in  the  w^est  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
trip,  and  on  returning  home  would  again 
purchase  teams  and  wagons  and  load  them 


up  for  another  j<Airney.  Freighting  proved 
t(.>  him  a  profitable  venture  in  those  early 
flays  before  the  era  of  railroads,  and  after 
accumulating  some  capital,  in  the  early  '60s 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
(jf  land.  This  was  the  nucleus  of  his  pres- 
ent fine  farm.  As  the  years  have  passed  he 
has  added  to  his  property  until  he  now  owns 
two  thousand  acres  in  Fremont  county  and 
in  Atchison  county.  Missouri,  and  also  has 
giHxl  farms  in  Phillips  county,  Kansas,  and 
a  farm  of  over  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres  in  Harlan  county.  Nebraska. 
His  land  is  all  well  improved  and  the 
home  place  is  a  most  desirable  property. 
It  is  improved  with  a  large,  and  attractive 
residence,  in  the  rear  of  which  stand  good 
barns  and  outbuildings;  well  kept  fences  di- 
vide the  place  into  fields  of  convenient  size; 
tliere  are  large  pasture  lands,  upon  which 
stock  of  good  grade  feeds,  equaling  the 
blue-grass  region  of  Kentucky;  an  orchard 
yields  its  fruits  in  season  and  the  fine  brick 
residence  is  surrounded  by  forest  trees;  so 
that  altogether  this  is  one  of  the  finest  coun- 
try seats  in  Fremont  county.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  ]Mr.  W  ing  engages  in  the 
raising  of  stock  and  has  found  it  a  profitable 
source  of  income. 

In  1865  occurred  the  marriage  of  O. 
S.  Wing  and  Catherine  O'Neal,  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families 
of  Fremont  county,  and  prior  to  their  mar- 
riage one  of  the  successful  and  popular  teach- 
ers of  this  portion  of  the  state.  Her  fa- 
ther. Elliott  O'Neal,  was  born  in  A^irginia 
and  married  Ann  iMorgan.  a  sister  of  T.  O. 
Morgan,  a  leading  agriculturist  of  Fremont 
county.  They  had  but  two  children,  Mrs. 
Wing  and  John  Thomas,  the  latter  now  de- 
ceased.    The  parents  both  died  in  1891  and 
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were  biirie;!  in  one  grave,  the  father  being 
seventy-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  while  the  mother  had  reached  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  when  she  was  called 
10  her  final  rest.  They  were  people  of  the 
highest  respectability,  loved  and  esteemed 
bv  all  who  knew  them.  The  marriage  of 
]\Jr.  and  ]\Irs.  Wing  has  been  blessed  with 
three  children :  Nettie,  wife  of  George 
Lusby,  of  Madison  township,  Fremont 
county ;  Levi  E. ;  and  John  M.,  who  is  living 
in  Harlan  county,  Nebraska. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wing  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  sought  or  desired' 
office.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  farmers' 
congress  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  has 
l)een  a  prominent  factor  in  promoting  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  community. 
His  success  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
although  he  began  life  empty-handed  he  is 
to-day  one  of  the  heaviest  tax  payers  of  the 
entire  county.  He  holds  membership  in 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
has  a  high  regard  of  his  brethren  of  the 
fiaternity  and  the  friendship  of  many  of 
tlie  best  citizens  of  Fremont  county.  Im- 
pro\'ing  his  opportunities  and  making  the 
most  of  his  advantages,  he  has  advanced 
steadily  step  by  step  to  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  the  financial  world  and  at  the  same 
time  has  made  an  honorable  record. 


CHRISTOPHER  KEYSER. 

Christopher  Keyser  is  living  a  retired 
life  on  his  large  farm  on  section  thirty,  in 
Benton  town'ship,  Fremont  county.  He  was 
born  in  Campbell  county.  West  Virginia, 
February  lo,  1832.  His  father  is  an  oc- 
togenarian and  is  identified  with  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Sidnev  township,  Fremont  coun- 


ty. Henry  Keyser  was  reared  to  farm  life 
in  ^^'est  Virginia  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Missouri  in  1848,  making  the 
journey  by  way  of  the  water  route.  In 
the  family  were  six  sons,  and  one  daughter 
was  born  to  them  in  Missouri.  The  father 
purchased  a  farm  in  that  state  and  Christo- 
pher continued  to  aid  in  its  cultivation  until 
he  had  attained  his  nineteenth  year,  when, 
in  the  fall  of  1889.  he  left  home  and  came 
to  Iowa,  one  hundred  miles  north  of  his 
Missouri  home.  He  worked  by  the  month, 
hunted,  fished  and  trapped,  having  jjecome 
familiar  with  those  lines  of  work  in  Vk- 
ginia.  He  continued  to  reside  in  this  locality 
with  his  uncles  until  his  father  sold  his  Mis" 
souri  property  and  removed  to  Fremont 
county,  following  his  two  sons,  Christopher 
and  his  younger  brother,  Samuel,  who  had 
previously  come  to  Iowa,  but  the  latter  is 
now  a  resident  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  Keyser,  of  this  review,  was  married 
on  the  loth  of  October,  1851,  to  Olivia  L. 
Lambert,  of  Benton  township,  Fremont 
county,  who  was  born  in  Kentuckv.  July 
13,  1837,  and  was  then  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  fol- 
lowing children,  of  whom  nine  are  now  liv- 
ing: Elizabeth,  wife  of  S.  S.  Orr.  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  of  this  locality;  S.  I.,  a 
farmer  and  business  man  of  Percival.  who 
is  married  and  has  eight  children  and  has 
lost  two;  Abigail.  Avho  died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years;  Elvira,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Paul  Hineline  and  died  leaving  four  chil- 
dren; Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years;  C.  C,  a  farmer  of  Benton  town- 
ship, who  is  married ;  Eddie,  who  is  living 
on  his  farm  in  Benton  township  and  has  five 
children ;  W.  W'.,  who  resides  on  a  part  of 
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his  father's  farm  and  is  married  and  has  one 
dau.s^hter;  I'hnma.  who  (lic<i  at  the  ai;-e  of 
eigliteen  years;  Louisa,  wife  of  .\ml)rose 
Parkerson,  a  nierchanl  dI'  i'erciwd.  h\-  whom 
she  has  one  son;  Ilannah  J.,  wife  of  W'iU- 
iani  Wood,  of  Ik'nlon  township,  and  they 
have  four  chil(h"en;  Maggie,  wife  of  Bert 
O'Connor,  wlio  o]:)erates  a  ])art  of  his  fa- 
ther's farm  and  by  \\h(»m  slic  has  one  son; 
and  Freddie,  wlio  is  at  home  unmarried 
and  assists  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm  and  also  carries  on  l)usiness  in  Per- 
cival. 

Mr.  Keyser  is  the  owner  of  one  thousand 
acres  of  the  rich  bottom  huul  of  h^remont 
county,  worth  not  less  than  forty  dollars  per 
acre,  and  he  keeps  stock  enough  to  con- 
sume all  of  the  products  of  the  farm,  car- 
rying" on  that  line  of  business  on  an  extcnsi\c 
scale.  He  raises  fine  red  polled  cattle,  hav- 
ing a  number  of  thoroughbreds.  He  also 
has  good  grades  of  horses,  mules  and  jacks 
to  the  numljer  of  two  hundred  and  has  a 
valuable  flock  of  Shropshire  sheep.  He  has 
about  five  hundred  acres  planted  to  corn, 
yielding  twenty  thousand  bushels,  and  this 
he  feeds  to  his  stock.  He  is  a  most  enter- 
prising, progressive  and  practical  farmer, 
and  his  business  has  brought  to  him  very 
gratifying  success.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
strength  and  endurance  and  has  been  active 
ly  concerned  in  the  control  of  his  farm  un- 
til recent  years,  when  rheumatism  forced 
him  to  relegate  the  more  arduous  duties 
of  farm  life  to  others.  Tn  1897  he  erected 
his  present  large  and  commodious  residence, 
which  stands  within  twenty  rods  of  the  old 
home  in  which  his  marriage  was  celebrated. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  been 
township  trustee.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church.     Thev  were  the  first 


white  pe(Ji)le  married  in  the  countv.  Rev. 
John  Todd  performing  the  ceremony.  Frcjni 
the  period  of  early  pioneer  development 
they  have  been  witnesses  of  the  growth  and 
progress  of  this  portion  of  the  state  and 
have  done  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its 
ad\ancement.  As  highly  esteemed  people 
and  worthy  earlv  settlers  they  well  dcscr\-c 
representation  in  this  volume. 


LOUIS  D.  McML'LLlX. 

A  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  cit- 
izen of  Indian  Creek  township.  Mills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  is  Louis  D.  McMullin,  the  >ul>- 
ject  of  this  review.  lie  was  born  in  1S30. 
in  Ohio,  but  was  reared  in  that  part  of 
\'irginia  now  known  as  \\'est  Virginia,  hav- 
ing been  taken  there  a  child  of  seven  years. 
He  was  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (\'ears) 
AIcMullin,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Elisha 
Vears,  of  German  ancestry,  but  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Her  birth  was  in  Ohio  anit 
she  died  in  Illinois.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  Ireland  who  immi- 
grated to  this  country  and  became  a  soldier 
in  the  Rex'olutionary  war,  dying  in  that 
service.  James  McMullin  was  born  in  Ohio, 
but  his  death  took  place  in  West  \'irginia. 
The  members  of  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
^Ic^^Iullin  were. — \\'illiam ;  Minerxa  J.,  de- 
ceased: }^Irs.  Diantha  Wagoner,  living  in 
California ;  James,  who  died  in  Ottumwa, 
Iowa;  and  our  subject. 

In  1 852  our  subject  left  West  X'irginiu 
with  his  mother  and  located  in  Henderson 
county.  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  was  a  brick-mason  and  contractor 
from  his  twenty-second  3-ear  until  about 
six  years  ago.  putting  up  many  of  the  best 
brick  buildings   in   this  part  of  Iowa.      He 
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and  his  partner  built  the  first  business  house 
in  Red  Oak.  He  was  a  good  workman,  hav- 
ing learned  the  trade  in  \Vest  Virginia,  but 
farming  seemed  to  be  a  more  secure  way  ot 
existence  and  this  business  he  adopted  as 
his  life  work  when  he  came  to  Mills  coun- 
t}-  in  1866.  He  had  seen  a  year's  service  in 
the  army,  having  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Tliirtieth  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Colonel 
Shedd,  early  in  1864,  and  this  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Nathville,  where  it  was  destined 
to  be  connected  with  some  of  the  severest 
fighting  of  the  year.  Mr.  McMullin  took 
part  in  the  destruction  of  Atlanta  and  all 
of  the  fighting  in  that  vicinity,  enduring- 
many  privations  and  bravely  doing  his  duty 
to  his  country.  He  was  mustered  out  in 
Springfield,  in  July,  1865,  and  the  next  year 
came  to  his  present  home  in  the  great  state 
of  Iowa, 

Mr.  McMullin  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  farming  and  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  some  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive land  in  Mills  county.  His  improve- 
ments rank  well  with  those  of  his  neighbors 
and  his  residence  offers  every  comfort  of  life 
to  his  interesting  family. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  to  Miss 
]\Iary  Catherine  Davis,  a  daughter  of  James 
R.  and  Hannah  (McCullough)  Davis,  of 
Scotch  and  Dutch  ancestry.  The  children  ot 
this  marriage  are:  Frank  E.,  James  Will- 
iam. Harry  C,  deceased,  Edwin  S.,  Mrs. 
Clara  E.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Ruby,  Mrs. 
Euphie  H.  Salmons,  Mrs.  Myrtle  L.  Silkett, 
Fannie  A.  and  Mrs.  Eklra  Floy  Young.  The 
family  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMullin:  is 
a  most  pleasant  one  and  all  are  connected 
■with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church 
vhere  they  are  much  esteemed. 

In  politics  Tvlr.  McMullin  is  a  Republi- 


can, although  he  does  not  like  any  departure 
from  the  old  principles  of  the  party.  In 
the  township  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  school  director  for  many  years.  His 
connection  with  the  Masonic  or;der  dates 
back  fifty  years,  making  him  one  of  the  old- 
est members  in  the  county.  The  family  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  regarded  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  Mr.  McMullin  is  justly  considered 
a  representative  man  in  Indian  Creek  town- 
ship. 


WILLIAM  T.  DAVIS. 

While  the  disposition  to  do  honor  to 
those  who  have  served  well  their  race  or 
nation  is  prevalent  among  all  enlightened 
people  and  is  of  great  value  everywhere  and 
under  all  forms  of  government,  it  is  particu- 
larly fostered  in  this  country,  where  no  man 
is  born  to  public  office  or  to  public  honor,  or 
comes  to  either  by  inheritance,  but  where 
all  men  are  equal  before  the  law,  where  the 
race  for  distinction  is  ever  on  the  road  of 
public  usefulness  and  is  open  to  every  one 
who  choses  to  enter,  however  humble  and 
obscure  he  may  be,  and  where  the  advan- 
tageous circumstances  of  family  wealth 
count  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  for  but 
little  or  nothing.  That  Mr.  Davis  has  won 
honors  and  public  recognition  is  due  entire- 
ly to  his  merit.  He  is  familiarly  known 
throughout  the  county  as  "Our  Bill,"  a  term 
which  indicates  the  warm  place  he  holds  in 
the  affection  of  the  people. 

He  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Indiana, 
May  14,  1 85 1,  and  is  a  son  of  Harrison 
Davis,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was 
of  English  and  \\^elsh  lineage.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  east, 
but,  emigrating  to  Ohio,  he  there  reared  his 
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family.  Harrison  Davis  spent  the  days  of 
his  hoyhoocl  and  youth  in  llie  state  <if  his 
nativity,  and  after  arrivini;-  at  years  of  ma- 
turity he  wedded  Lovina  Dawson,  who  Ije- 
longed  to  a  good  family  of  that  locahty. 
Emigrating  westward,  they  tcjok  u^)  their 
abode  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  on  tlie 
state  hue  separating  Fremont  county  from 
Missouri.  In  that  locahty  the  father  passed 
away.  The  mother,  who  was  a  member  ot 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  has  also 
passed  away.  At  the  death  of  her  hrst  hus- 
band she  was  left  with  the  care  of  six  chil- 
dren, in  i860  she  again  married  and  re- 
moved to  Saunders  county,  Nebraska,  where 
she  died  in   1863. 

William  T.  Davis  was  a  lad  of  only 
twelve  summers  when  thus  left  an  or[)han, 
without  means  of  support.  He  immediately 
began  to  earn  his  own  living  by  herding 
cattle  on  the  prairies  and  driving  teams 
across  the  plains.  His  youth  was  a  period 
of  hardships  and  trials,  but  it  developed  the 
elemental  strength  of  his  character;  and  the 
self-reliance  and  independence  which  he  then 
manifested  has  been  of  great  importance  in 
his  business  career  in  later  life.  In  1866  he 
cam€  to  Hamburg,  Fremont  county,  and  has 
since  been  an  active  factor  in  business  affairs 
and  in  the  material  development  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  \\'hen  he  was  but  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  suffered  an  attack  of 
sciatic  rheumatism,  which  left  him  a  cripple 
for  life.  \\'hen  he  was  again  able  to  work, 
his  stock  in  trade  consisted  of  a  saw  and 
buck;  Init  he  possessed  a  hopeful  heart,  a 
cheerful  disposition  and  willing  hands,  and 
those  served  as  a  foundation  upon  which 
to  rear  the  superstructure  of  a  successful 
career.  He  engaged  in  sawing  wood,  and 
received  in  exchange  f(jr  his  labors  books, 


clothes  and  other  necessaries.     He  engaged 
in  doing  ch(jres  for  his  board  and  attended 
school.  He  thus  managed  to  obtain  a  liberal 
common-school  education,  to  which  he  has 
added  as  the  years  have  passed,  augmenting 
his  knowledge  by  practical  experience.    He 
possesses  an  ob.serving  eye,  a  retentive  mem- 
ory and  reading  and  observation  have  there- 
fore largely  increased  his  learning.     He  is 
indeed  a  self-made  man  in  the  highest  and 
best  sense  of  the  term.  He  has  won  his  lau- 
rels alone  and  unaided,  under  adverse  cir- 
cumstances which  would  utterly    ha\e    dis- 
heartened many  a  man  of  less  resolute  spir- 
it.    With  characteristic  energy,  however,  he 
has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward,  and 
is  a  well-known  factor  in  business  circles  and 
in  public  and  political  life.      Making  judi- 
cious investments  of  his  capital  in  real  es- 
tate, he  has  become  the  owner  of  valuable 
farming  land  and  other  realty.     He  has  a 
fine  farm  of  twt)  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
which  is  well  improved  with  a  good  house, 
barns,  sheds,  cribs  and  all  the  latest  improved 
machinery.     There  are  good  feed  lots,  rich 
pastures   and   highly    cultivated    fields,     in 
which  wheat,  corn  and    other    cereals    are 
raised.     Stock  of  good  grades  is  found  in 
the  pastures  and  everything  about  the  place 
indicates  the  supervision  and  direction  of  a 
progressive   and   wide-awake    owner.       He 
directs  the  work  of  the  farm  from  his  town 
residence,  a  telephone  line    connecting    his 
Hamburg  home  with  the  farm  house.     He 
makes  a  specialty  of  Aberdeen  Angus  cat- 
tle or  l)lack  polled,  as  they  are  often  called. 
For  twenty-seven  years  the  home  of  Mr. 
Davis  has  been  presided  over  by  the  lady 
whom,  in  1873.  he  made  his  wife.     She  was 
]Miss  Elizabeth  Jane  Tarr.  of  Fr'emont  coun- 
ty.    They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Ger- 
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trude.      Mr.    Davis   began   his   political   ca- 
reer as  a  memlDcr  of  the  city  council  of  Ham- 
burg, where  he  displayed  such  ability  in  the 
control  of   municipal   matters   that   he   was 
called  to  the  school  board,  and  the  educa- 
tional, facilities  of  the  city  have  been  greatly 
advanced  through  his    efforts.      He  served 
the  county  for  two  successive  terms  as  sher- 
iff,  being-  elected   by   the   highest  majority 
ever  given  a  candidate  on  the  ticket,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  most  capable  and  efficient 
officers  that  ever  served  in  the  position.  He 
refused  a  third  term,  and  on  his  retiremem: 
from  office  he  became  connected   with  the 
clothing  trade.     For  the  past  six  years  he 
has  conducted  in  Hamburg  one  of  the  larg- 
est clothing  houses  in   southwestern   Iowa. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  maintained  an  act- 
ive interest  in  politics,  and  on  the  death  ot 
Hon.  E.  \V.  Curry  he  was  elected  his  suc- 
cessor, as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  state 
'Central  committee.     In   1897  he  was  elect- 
ed to  represent  his  district  in  the  legisla- 
ture at  Des  Moines,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1899.     He  has  been  a  life-long  member  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  has  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  William  Jennings  Bryan,  of 
whom  he  is  an  ardent  admirer.  In  1900  he 
served  as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention  in  Kansas  City  and  aid- 
ed in  nominating  Mr.  Bryan  for  the  presi- 
dency.    He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  church  of 
that  denomination  in  Hamburg.     He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  its  work  and  is  very 
charitable,  withholding  not  the  hand  of  aid 
from  any  needy  person.     Many  have  reason 
to    bless     him    for    assistance    during  the 
Thanksgiving  or  the  Christmas  season,  but 
his  benefactions  are  entirely  unostentatious. 


He  is  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows lodge  in  Hamburg  and  has  for  two 
years  represented  Fremont  county  in  the 
grand  lodge.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  line  specimen  of  man- 
hood, being  six  feet,  two  and  a  quarter  in- 
ches in  height  and  weighing  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  He  is  straight  and  erect, 
having-  a  military  appearance,  and  he  never 
fails  to  attract  attention  in  any  assemblage. 
He  is  indeed  one  of  the  county's  most  popu- 
lar men,  having  a  wide  accjuaintance  and  be- 
ing held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  always  has  a  hearty  greet- 
ing and  cordial  handshake  for  those  he 
meets,  is  frank  and  approachable  and  takes 
keen  delight  in  pleasant  companionship. 


CHARLES   E.   BRUEN. 

A  prominent  capitalist  and  agriculturist 
of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  Charles  E.  Bruen, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
ni  Henderson  count v,  Illinois,  September  i, 
1858,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Sharpless)  Bruen.  The  father  died  at  ]\Ion- 
mouth,  Illinois,  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years,  and  the  mother  .died  in  Illinois, 
near  Gladstone,  in  1865.  j\Ir.  Bruen  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  at  Monmouth,  the 
academy  for  five  years  and  Monmouth  Col- 
lege two  years,  this  being  supplemented  by- 
one  year  at  a  business  college  in  Pough- 
keepsie,  New  York. 

The  first  business  venture  of  our  subject 
was  when  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Mills 
county  for  two  years  on  rented  land,  later 
bought  fourteen  hundred  acres;  and  also 
owns,  near  Oakland,  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres   and   also   has   a   large   ranch   in   Ne- 
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braska.  which  is  (lexnteil  exchisiNcl)-  to  liic 
raisiiiti'  of  stock,  the  hmd  in  Nebraska 
amounting"  to  nine  thousand  acres. 

Mr.  Bruen  was  married  Jannar\'  8, 
1884.  to  Miss  Xancy  A.  James,  a  (kuighter  ot 
James  and  Margaret  (Lewis)  James,  natives 
of  Wales,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1865,  k:)catino-  hrst  in  Utica  county, 
New  York.  The  chikh-en  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bruen  are, — Edna  M.,  Lucille  and  Marjorie. 

In  politics  our  su1)ject  is  now  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  been,  since  1896.  He 
cast  his  tirst  vote  for  General  Hancock.  He 
has  too  busy  a  life  to  fill  any  ofifice,  but  he 
is  a  politician  from  principle,  believing  that 
ever}-  man  should  do  his  duty  at  the  polls. 
The  family  connection  is  with  the  Baptist 
church,  while  he  is  socially  a  member  of  the 
Elks  and  Modern  Woodmen,  in  both  of  these 
organizations  being  esteemed  highly.  Mr. 
Bruen  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  ilie 
■development  of  Mills  county,  always  assist- 
ing in  those  measures  which  he  could  see 
would  be  of  benefit. 


F.  LO\'ELAXD. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  is  en- 
gaged in  tlic  clothing  business  at  Sidney, 
Fremont  county.  At  all  times  since  he  has 
attained  the  age  of  accoiuUability  he  has  la- 
bored earnestly  and  effectively  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  community,  and  no  trust 
reposed  in  him  has  ever  been  betrayed.  He 
has  always  resided  in  Fremont  county, 
Avhere  he  was  born  on  the  27th  of  October, 
1867,  a  son  of  Darwin  Loveland,  who  was 
probably  born  about  1834,  and  married  Miss 
Adelia  Cowles. 

At  his  parental  home  i\Ir.  Loveland  of 
this  review  spent  the  days  of  liis  cliildhood, 


being  carefully  reared,  and  upon  his  young 
mind  were  imj)res.sed  lessons  of  industry  and 
honesty  wjiich  have  colored  his  later  career, 
lie  is  indebted  to  the  public-school  system 
of  liamburg  for  the  educational  privileges 
which  he  enjoyed.  JMitering  upon  his  busi- 
ness career  he  became  connected  with  mer- 
cantile interests  in  Hamburg,  and  for  four- 
teen years  was  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  that 
place.  In  1898  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  clerk  of  Fremont  county  for  two 
years  and  filled  the  position  so  capably  thai 
in  1900  he  was  again  made  a  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party. 

On  the  2d  of  September.  1891.  in  I  Lam- 
burg,  Mr.  Loveland  was  united  in  marriage 
to  jMiss  Madge  A.  Burkholder,  and  they 
have  had  two  sons, — Gilbert  F.  and  Harry 
G.  Mrs.  Loveland  pursued  her  education  in 
Hamburg  and  afterward  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  that  town  and  in  Sidney,  successfully 
following  that  profession  for  a  number  ot 
years.  She  is  a  lady  of  superior  education 
and  culture  and  exerts  a  strong  infiuence 
in  social  circles.  In  his  fraternal  relations 
Mr.  Loveland  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He 
has  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  in  his 
nati\e  county,  and  that  many  of  his  warmest 
friends  are  numbered  among  those  who  have 
known  him  from  boyhood  is  an  indication 
of  his.  upright  career. 


H.  C.  DYE. 


Xuml)ered  among  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Tabor.  IT.  C.  Dye  is  now  occu- 
pying the  responsible  position  of  cashier  in 
(he  State  Bank.  He  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  this  portion  of  Iowa,  his  birth  hav- 
ing" occurred  near  Glenwood.  in  Mills  coun- 
tv.  on  the    T9th  of  X'ovcmber.    1868.      His 
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parents,  Sylvester  and  Mary  Jane  ( Lin- 
velle)  Dye,  were  residents  of  Pottawattamie 
county.  Iowa,  where  the  father  is  stih  liv- 
ing. The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Henry  Dye,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
removed  to  Lee  county,  Iowa,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  for  a  number  of  years,  his 
death  there  occurring  in  1899,  when  he 
was  eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Michehvait, 
was  a  native  of  England.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  George  H. 
Linvelle,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Burris,  who  was  born  in  Mary- 
ville,  Missouri,  and  was  a  representative  of 
a  long-lived  race.  Mr.  Linvelle  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood and  died  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
Sylvester  Dye  was  born  in  Lee  county,  this 
state,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1 88 1,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  mer- 
chandising, carrying  on  business  in  Mace- 
donia. His  wife  passed  away  December 
28,  1887.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
the  Dye  family  was  represented  among  the 
loyal  defenders  of  the  Union  by  the  father  of 
our  subject,  who  enlisted  at  Fort  Madison 
as  a  member  of  Company  E,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry.  He  spent  much  of 
the  time  in  Texas,  being  always  found  at 
his  post  of  duty,  ably  defending  the  ol.d 
flag  and  the  cause  it  represented. 

H.  C.  Dye,  whose  name  forms  the  caption 
of  this  review,  attended  the  common  schools 
in  his  early  life,  there  becoming  familiar 
with  the  branches  of  English  usually  taught 
in  such  institutions.  He  afterward  spent 
three  years  and  three  months  as  a  student  in 
Simpson  College,  Indianola,  Iowa,  and  when 


twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account  and  has  since  depended 
entirely  upon  his  own  efforts.  For  two  years 
he  was  a  clerk  in  the  treasurer's  office  at 
Council  Bluffs,  and  also  filled  the  office  of 
deputy  treasurer  there  for  four  years.  In 
1896  he  came  to  Tabor  and  assumed  the 
duties  of  cashier  of  the  State  Bank,  in  which 
position  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  well 
qualified  for  the  position  which  he  abl)^  fills, 
being  a  popular  officer,  for  his  genial  manner 
and  obliging  disposition,  as  well  as  his  busi- 
ness qualifications,  have  made  him  a  \'alued 
representative  of  the  institution  with  which 
he  has  now  been  connected  for  four  years. 
He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Tabor  &  North- 
ern Railroad  Company  and  is  treasurer  of 
the  Tabor  College. 

In  December,  1894,  Mr.  Dye  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Grass,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  and  Mary  (Covalt)  Grass,  who 
were  natives  of  Canada  and  Virginia,  re- 
spectively, the  former  born  near  Montreal, 
and  are  now  living  in  Council  Bluffs.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dye  have  two  children,  a  son  and 
a  daughter.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
of  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  lodge,  of  Tabor.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  in  religious  belief  is  a  Con- 
gregationalist,  holding-  membership  with  the 
church  in  Tabor.  He  possesses  the  'true 
western  spirit  of  progress  and  enterprise,  and 
belongs  to  that  class  of  citizens  who,  while 
promoting  their  individual  success,  also  con- 
tribute to  the  general  welfare. 


E.  GILLILLAND. 

A  prominent  and  substantial  farmer  of 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  now  living  a  comfort- 
able retired  life,  is  E.  Gillilland,  the  subject 
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of  this  sketch.  lie  was  ])<>rii  in  P.arren 
cdunty,  Kentucky,  May  6,  1.S14,  ami  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (McCurry)  (iiUil- 
land,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  David- 
son county.  North  Carohna.  John  (lilHl- 
land  removed  to  Indiana  at  an  early  age  and 
is  still  remembered  in  his  part  of  the  state 
as  an  athlete  and  brave  and  successful  hunter. 
At  the  lime  i>f  his  settlement  in  Indiana  the 
country  was  yet  a  wilderness,  peopled  with 
Indians  and  lilled  with  wild  beasts,  and  his 
life  was  one  of  ad\enlnre,  il  often  beini;- 
im[)erile(l.  Our  subject  can  relate  many 
thrilliui;'  incidents  in  his  father's  career,  up- 
on several  occasions  the  killing  of  Indians 
being  necessary  for  self-protection,  llis 
physical  strength  and  stature  were  beyond 
what  was  possessed  by  the  majority  of  men 
and  our  subject  has  inherited  a  great  many 
of  his  father's  characteristics. 

One  of  the  most  important  exents  in  the 
life  of  our  subject  and  one  that  deserves 
prominence  in  a  sketch  of  his  life,  was  his 
marriage  to  JMiss  Fanny  Wright,  February 
15,  1835.  These  worthy  people  were  reared 
in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  have  passed 
more  than  sixty-six  years  together  as  man 
and  wife.  In  1857  Mr.  Gillilland  built  the 
present  comfortable  residence  and  here  the 
most  of  their  lives  have  been  passed.  Of  a 
family  of  nine  children  l>orn  to  them,  five 
survive,  these  being, — Reuben,  a  resident 
of  Idaho;  Amanda,  a  resident  of  Iowa; 
Anna,  a  resident  of  Gray's  Harbor,  Wash- 
ington;  Shirley,  an  attorney,  a  resident  of 
Glenwood,  Iowa;  and  Emma,  a  resident  of 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.     Sarah  Ann,  Lemuel, 

Cyrena  and  John  W.  are  deceased.  Our 
subject  owns  ^i  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  which  is  exceedingly 
productive,  ha\ing  been  bn night  to  an  ex- 
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cellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  been  an 
iiulustrious  man  all  his  life,  beginning  his 
agricultural  labors  hoeing  corn  in  Indiana, 
when  but  eight  years  of  age.  He  has  served 
his  fellow  citizens  upon  the  county  board 
for  several  years,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
office.  I  le  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methcxlist  church  for  many  years,  where 
he  is  beloved  and  valued.  lughty-seven 
years  have  passed  over  the  honored  head  of 
our  subject,  leaving  him  a  fine  example  of 
temperate,  upright  living,  he  never  having 
been  addicted  to  either  drink  or  tobacco  in 
any  form,  lie  retains  his  eyesight  and  is 
able  t(j  thread  a  needle  and  sight  a  gun  as 
well  as  he  did  a\  youth.  His  sweet-faced 
compani(jn  has  also  borne  her  years  well,  be- 
ing active  and  healthy,  although  also  ad- 
vanced along  the  path  of  life.  If  the  friends 
and  well-wishers  of  this  admirable  couple 
could  be  gathered  together,  it  would  be  one 
of  tile  largest  congregations  ever  assembled 
ii:  Mills  county,  so  universal  is  the  feeling 
of  esteem. 


FRANCIS  M.  BUFFINGTON. 

Since  1854  this  gentleman  has  been  a 
resident  of  j\Iills  county  and  has  therefore 
witnessed  the  greater  part  of  its  development 
from  the  ])eriod  when  its  wild  lands  were 
still  in  their  primitive  condition,  many  acres 
being  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment. There  came  to  the  west  men  and 
women  of  strong  purpose  to  claim  the  rich 
gifts  of  nature  and  to  aid  in  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  present  advancement  in 
]\lills  and  other  counties  of  the  great  west- 
ern emi)ire.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
among  the  number   that  came    with    their 
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families  forty-six  years  ago  and  throughout 
the  intervening  period  Francis  M.  Buffing- 
ton  has  been  a  representative  of  the  agri- 
cultural class.  Splendid  success  has  been 
achieved  by  him  and  to-day  he  is  the  owner 
of  one  thousand  acres  of  valuable  land. 

He  was  born  March  12.  1835,  in  Meigs 
county,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Eliza- 
beth (Barringer)  Buffington.  The  family  is 
of  English  lineage  and  was  founded  in 
America  by  three  brothers,  who  located  in 
Virginia,  one  of  whom  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject.  The  grandfather  was 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion  and  married  a 
lady  who  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  Heze- 
kiah Buffington,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Ohio  and  in  1837  removed  from  the  Buck- 
eye state  to  Adams  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  until  1854,  when  he  came  to 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  here  spending  his  re- 
maining days.  His  death  occurred  in  1864. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
died  in  1897. 

Francins  M.  Buffington  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth  in  their  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  He  was 
but  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  left 
Ohio  and  was  about  twenty  years  of  age 
when  they  came  to  Iowa.  After  arriving  at 
years  of  maturity  he  was  married,  on  the 
1 6th  of  May,  1861,  to  Miss  Sarah  Byers,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Byers,  na- 
tives of  Ohio,  whence  thev  came  to  Mills 
county  in  1856.  Six  children  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buffington,  but  only 
two  are  now  living:  Carrie,  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Hammers,  a  resident  of  Center  town- 
ship, Mills  county;  and  Effie,  fhe  wife  of 
Richard  Jackson,  of  Oak  township.  Mills 
county.  Those  who  have  passed  away  are 
John,  who  died  in  February,   1898,  at  the 


age  of  thirty-two;  Jennie  E.,   Francis  M. 
and  Clark. 

Mr.  Buffington  is  to-day  the  owner  of 
one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Center  and 
Oak  townships,  and  also  has  other  town 
property  and  other  interests,  owning  forty 
shares  in  the  Mills  County  Bank.  Industry 
and  careful  management  have  been  the 
salient  points  in  his  career  and  he  has  won 
his  success  along  the  lines  of  the  old-time 
trite  maxims  :  "Honesty  is  the  best  policy," 
and,  "There  is  no  excellence  without  labor." 
He  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  is  a 
public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  and 
gives  hearty  support  and  co-operation  to  all 
movements  which  he  believes  will  prove  of 
public  benefit. 


ALBERT  J.  MUNSINGER. 

Albert  J.  Munsinger  is  numbered  among 
the  native  sons  of  Mills  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  near  the  city  of  Tabor,  Iowa, 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1861.  His  parents,  Jo- 
seph and  JMartha  (Stany)  Munsinger,  were 
both  natives  of  Ohio,  but  in  the  year  1852 
they  emigrated  westward,  taking  up  their 
abode  in  Tabor,  where  they  have  since  re- 
sided. Under  the  parental  roof  their  son 
Albert  J.  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood, 
and  the  common  schools  of  Tal>or  afford- 
ed him  his  early  educational  privileges.  He 
was  graduated  in  the  high  school  at  the  age 
of  eiyhteen  years  and  then  entered  the  sci- 
entific course  in  Tabor  College,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1885.  After 
leaving  that  institution  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  two  years,  being  employed  ini  that 
way  at  Strahan  and  on  the  Missouri  bot- 
toms. He  now  devotes  his  energies  to  agri- 
cultural  pursuits,  having    followed  farming 
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since  1887.  and  since  Septcnihcr,  1900.  has 
been  in  the  clothings  and  fui-nishing-  goods 
business  in  Tabor. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1897,  :\lr.  Mun- 
sfnger  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora 
Shell,  and  tliey  now  have  three  chikh'en, 
Blake  and  the  twins,  Clyde  and  Hazel. 
They  hold  incmhership  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  in  his  political  views  IMr. 
Munsinger  in  a  Republican.  He  takes  an 
acti\e  interest  in  the  work  of  the  county 
and  has  been  honored  with  offices,  holding 
every  township  position  exce]:;t  that  of  trus- 
tee. He  was  assessor  inr  four  years,  was 
justice  of  the  peace  for  four  years  and  was 
township  clerk  for  two  years,  and  in  these 
offices  discharged  his  duties  witi:  promptness 
and  fidelity  that  won  him  the  commendation 
of  all  concerned. 


JAMES   J.    McCOY. 

Almost  every  state  in  the  Union  has  seni; 
some  of  its  sons  to  Iowa,  and  the  character- 
istics of  the  dift'erent  sections  of  the  coun- 
try have  combined  here  in  forming  a  spirii 
of  enterprise  and  progress  that  has  builded 
u})  a  commonwealth  of  large  proportions, 
while  the  work  that  it  has  accomplished  has 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
JNIcCoy  is  a  native  of  Penns3dvania,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  the  Keystone  state, 
in  1854.  His  father,  Robert  McCoy,  spent 
his  early  life  in  the  east  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Phcebe  Anne  Jester,  a  nati\c: 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  wliich  state  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated.  Five  children  were 
born  of  their  marriage,  namely :  J.  E.  and 
W.  E.,  who  are  residents  of  Mills  county; 
Emma  and  Sarah  who  are  at  home  with  their 
father;  and  James  J.,  of  this  review.    The 


year  1856  witnes.sed  the  arrival  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Iowa,  and  the  father  bought  the  land 
upnn  which  he  now  resides.  It  was  then  a 
wild  tract  on  which  not  a  furrow  had  been 
turned  or  an  improvement  made,  but  to-dav 
it  is  a  fine  and  valuable  farm,  pleasantly  lo- 
cated about  one  mile  east  of  Glenwood. 
There  the  father  is  still  living  and  is  one 
of  the  highly  respected  and  hon(jred  pioneers 
tjf  the  community.  He  had  one  brother, 
James  McCoy,  who  was  a  gallant  .soldier 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  the  most  hotly  contested  and 
memorable  engagement  of  the  war. 

Mr.  McCoy,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  was  only  two  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  father  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  home  he  was  educated. 
Upon  a  farm  he  was  reared,  early  taking 
his  place  in  the  fields  behind  the  plow.  Prac- 
tical experience  thus  fitted  him  for  carrying 
on  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account 
and  to-day  he  owns,  occupies  and  cultivates 
a  farm  three  miles  st)Uthwest  of  Hillsville. 

'Sir.  McCoy  was  united  in  marriage  Ut 
Miss  Minnie  Schappell,  who  was  lx)rn  in 
New  York  state,  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
Schappell,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and 
from  the  fatherland  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
New  York,  and  is  still  living,  his  home  be- 
ing in  Glenwood,  Iowa.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Christina  Slomp,  is  now 
deceased.  She,  too.  was  born  in  Germany, 
her  birthplace  being  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  the  country.  Andrew  Schappell  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  Worms, 
one  of  the  most  historic  places  in  the  father- 
land, prominent  on  account  of  the  Reforma- 
tion which  was  there  inaugurated  by  Martin 
Luther,  who  gave  to  the  world  its  Protestant 
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religion.  Mr.  Schappell  had  two  brothers 
who  were  soldiers  in  Bliicher's  army  and 
were  both  killed  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 
Unto  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCoy 
have  been  born  five  children :  Maggie,  now 
the  wife  of  Lucas  Reasner,  a  member  of  a 
very  prominent  family  of  Mills  county ;  Airs. 
Annie  Wiles,  whose  husband  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  families  of  that  lo- 
cality; Nellie,  Rhoda  and  Jennie,  who  are 
intelligent  and  ambitious  girls,  in  whose  edu- 
cation the  parents  take  a  deep  interest,  being 
determined  that  good  ad\'antages  in  that  di- 
rection shall  fit  them  for  life  in  later  years. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  McCoy 
is  a  Democrat  and  holds  membership  with 
the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  of  Hillsville.  His 
wife  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church,  attend- 
ing the  services  of  that  denomination  in 
Glenwood.  jMr.  and  Mrs.  McCoy  occupy 
a  pleasant  home  and  he  devotes  his  time  and 
attention  to  farming,  being  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Mills  county. 


ROBERT  J.  BRADLEY. 

One  of  the  most  energetic  and  enter- 
prising men  of  Percival  is  Robert  J.  Brad- 
ley, who  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
July  31,  1829.  His  father,  Edward  Bradley, 
was  a  natixe  of  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland, 
born  in  1781,  and  prior  to  1825  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  Ahierica,  locating  in  New 
Brunswick,  in  the  British  possessions  there. 
Prior  to  the  great  fire  he  had  taken  up  his 
abode  in  the  new  world  and  was  an  eye 
witness  of  the  awful  conflagration  of  1825, 
known  as  the  great  Marimichi  fire,  which 
originated  in  the  forest  and  was  appalling 
in  its  destructiveness.     Soon  afterward  ^Ir. 


Bradley  removed  with  his  wife  to  Boston. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Newton,  of 
Guisboro,  Nova  Scotia,  whose  father  served 
as  an  artilleryman  under  King  George  and 
was  stationed  at  Quebec  ;  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution  but  subsequentlv  removed 
to  Guisboro.  He  was  commander  of  one  of 
the  vessels  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
Quebec. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of 
high  scholarly  attainments.  He  had  ac- 
quired a  collegiate  education  in  Edinburgh, 
had  prepared  for  the  ministry,  preaching 
the  gospel  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
was  also  a  life-long  teacher,  and  through 
a  long  and  active  career  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies toward  the  improvement  of  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  condition  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived.  After  residing  in  the 
United  States  for  some  time  he  returned  to 
New  Brunswick,  where  he  died  in  1841, 
having  survived  his  wife  a  number  of  years, 
her  death  occurring  in  1834.  She  left  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters : 
Louisa,  who  became  the  wife  of  Neil  Mc- 
Nutt,  died  in  the  fall  of  1899,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four,  leaving  one  son  and  two 
grandchildren;  Maria  A.  is  the  widow  of 
Robert  Barbour,  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
ten  of  her  thirteen  children  are  still  living; 
Robert  J.  is  the  third  of  the  family;  William 
H.  died  in  St.  Stephens,  New  Brunswick, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years;  Gilbert  S, 
died  in  New  Brunswick,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-eight; and  Sarah  became  Mrs.  Goodwin, 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  now  has  six  chil- 
dren. 

Robert  J.  Bradley,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  lost  his  mother  when  he 
was  five  3'ears  of  age.  He  did  not  live  at 
home  until  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  after 
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\vhich  he  spent  one  year  with  liis  family.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  secured  a 
position  as  an  errand  h^}  ui  the  town  of 
Bathurst,  Xew  Brunswick,  recei\inL;"  two 
dollars  per  month  in  compensation  for  his 
services,  through  a  period  of  eight  months. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  apprenticed  him 
self  to  learn  the  tanner's  and  currier's  trade 
in  Xew  I'.runswick.  serving  for  a  term  of 
four  vears.  during  which  time  he  received 
ten  dollars  per  month.  Ble  subsequently 
worked  as  a  journeyman  currier  for  three 
years,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  lie  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  finisher  of  morocco  in 
Providence,  Kliode  Island,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  Subsequently  he  en- 
gaged in  tlie  daguerreotype  business,  hav- 
ing a  photographic  car  on  wheels.  Tn  this 
way  he  traveled  through  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut,  and  at  W'illimantic  he  sold  the 
enterprise  preparatory  to  going  to  the  west. 
At  the  ao"e  of  twentv-eight  vears  lie  made 
his  wav  to  Detroit.  Michigan,  wlierc  lie  pur 
chased  an  ambrotype  outfit  and  with  this 
traveled  through  the  Wolverine  state.  In 
1859  he  located  his  art  gallery  in  Coldwater, 
]\Iichigan,  where  he  carried  on  Inisiness  un- 
til 1861. 

In  that  year  J\Ir.  Bradley  put  aside  all 
personal  interests  and  responded  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  as 
a  member  of  Companv  A.  of  the  First  Mich- 
igan Battery  of  Light  Artillery.  He  re- 
mained in  the  ser\-ice  for  two  years  and  was 
mustered  out  as  third  sergeant.  In  18^)3 
he  returned  to  Coldwater.  where  iov  a  year 
he  remained  as  a  convalescent,  it  recpiiring 
that  time  for  him  to  recover  from  his  army 
experiences.  In  March.  1864.  Air.  Bradley 
.  went  to  Salt  ]>ake,  where  he  followed  the 
currier's    trade    until    Ucccmber.    1864.    and 


then  made  his  way  to  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
where  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Creigh- 
tons  as  a  teamster  on  the  plains,  for  the 
I'nited  States  government,  driving  a  four- 
mule  team  to  Laramie  and  Kearney.  This 
work  he  continued  until  May.  1866,  receiv- 
ing thirty-five  dollars  per  month  and  his  ex- 
penses. He  was  next  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Kansas  City.  St.  Joseph  & 
Burlington  Railroad,  driving  a  team  until  the 
winter  of  1866-7,  ^vhich  he  spent  in  Eureka, 
Iowa.  He  afterward  worked  on  the  rail- 
road for  two  seasons  and  in  1869  he  re- 
moved to  Benton  township,  becoming  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  locality.  He 
began  farming  as  a  tenant,  but  afterward 
purchased  eight  lots  and  erected  a  house 
in  1872.  Tn  the  flood  of  1881  he  suffered 
a  heavy  loss  occasioned  by  the  water  and, 
like  many  others,  he  went  to  Kansas,  where 
he  engaged  in  railroad  building. 

On  again  coming  to  Iowa  Mr.  Bradley 
located  in  Percival  and  opened  a  little  stock 
of  groceries  in  his  present  store.     His  trade 
grew  and  he  enlarged  his  facilities  to  meet 
the  growing  demand.     He  sold  all  of  his 
town  lots  with  the  exception  of  the  one  upon 
which  stands  his  store  building.      Here  he 
is  successfully  carrying  on  business,  his  well 
directed  efforts  bringing  to  him  a  good  re- 
turn.    Tn  March.  1900,  his  niece.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Teterson.   and   her  son.   a   lad   of   fourteen 
years,  came  to  Percival  to  keep  house  for 
Mr.  Bradley  and  are  nmv  living  with  him. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  stalwart   Re- 
publican and  has  served  as  road  supervisor 
and  constable.     He  was  reared    a    Scotch 
Presbyterian,  but  does  not    hold    member- 
ship in  the  church.     Socially  he  is  a  Master 
jNIason.      His  has  been  a  somewhat  varied 
experience  and   now   he  is  successfully  en- 
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gaged  in  the  conduct  of  a  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Percival,  where  he  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known. 


FREDERICK  CRABB. 

A  prominent,  well-known  and  enterpris- 
ing farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Eremont 
county,  Iowa,  is  Frederick  Crabb,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  southerner  by 
birth,  both  he  and  his  father,  George  Crabb, 
having  been  born  in  Maryland,  the  former 
in  1837.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mary 
(Reck)  Cral)b,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
of  Dutch  ancestry,  and  died  in  Maryland, 
where  she  married  and  passed  the  greater 
portion  of  her  life.  George  Crabb  was  well 
and  favorably  known  in  his  locality  and  was 
a  distinguished  soldier 'in  the  war  of  1812, 
holding  the  position  of  captain  at  the  close 
of  the  war. 

In  1867  our  subject  moved  to  eastern 
Iowa  but  located  in  Sidney  in  1872,  where 
he  became  the  popular  and  genial  host  of  the 
Cromwell  House,  then  the  leading  hotel  in 
the  town,  remaining  in  that  connection  until 
eleven  years  ago.  since  which  time  he  has 
been  settled  upon  a  fine  farm  a  short  distance 
northwest  of  Sidney. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  cele- 
brated in  1869,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Mar- 
garet A"an  Scyoc,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Julia 
(Winters)  Scyoc,  the  former  of  whom  died 
four  years  ago,  in  Sidney ;  the  latter,  who 
was  born  in  Maryland,  also  passed  her  last 
years  in  this  place.  Isaac  Scyoc,  a  brother 
of  Mrs.  Crabb,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army  and  served  gallantly  during  the  Civil 
war.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Crabb;  Birdie,  a  charming  young 


lady,  a  graduate  of  the  Sidney  high  school; 
and  John,  an  educated  and  enterprising 
young  man  who  displays  traits  of  character 
which  promise  success  for  him  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  an  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  be- 
lieving them  to  be  the  best  for  the  country. 
With  his  estimable  wife  he  is  a  regular  at- 
tendant at  the  Methodist  church  of  Sidney, 
where  he  is  most  highly  regarded. 


CHARLES  MUNSINGER. 

We  are  now  permitted  to  touch  briefly 
upon  the  life  history  of  one  who  has  re- 
tained a  personal  association  with  the  affairs 
of  the  state  of  Iowa  for  a  number  of  years, 
whose  connection  therewith  covers  much  of 
the  period  of  development  and  progress  of 
Mills  county.  His  life  has  been  one  of  in- 
terest and  earnest  endeavor  and  due  success 
has  not  been  denied  him.  He  has  reached 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty  years  but  time 
rests  lightly  upon  him,  and  though  eight 
decades  have  passed  since  first  his  eyes 
opened  to  the  light  of  day,  he  is  still  hale 
and  hearty,  a  type  of  the  active  old  age, 
which,  like  fruit,  grows  better  as  time  passes. 

Mr.  Munsinger  is  a  native  of  Muhl- 
bach,  Germany,  born  December  17,  i820> 
his  parents  being  Chris  and  Eve  (Kirk) 
Munsi.nger.  The  father  was  a  wealthy  farm- 
er and  came  to  America  in  1824.  locating 
first  in  New  York,  wdience  he  removed  to 
Lorain  county,  Ohio.  There  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  but 
was  deceived  in  the  property,  as  he  found  in 
the  following  spring  that  the  land  was  en- 
tirely covered  with  water  and  was  worthless 
for  farming  purposes.    He  had  made  a  small 
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payment  on  the  place,  1)Ui  conclnded  to 
abandon  it.  Mis  next  \entnre  in  the  pnr- 
chase  of  a  farm  was  also  rather  unforlnnate. 
as  he  found  soon  after  the  contract  had  been 
made  that  there  was  a  morts:aQ:e  of  five  hun- 
dred  dollars  against  the  place.  lie  then 
went  to  work  in  a  ship-yard  and  made 
enough  money  to  clear  off  the  indebtedness, 
after  which  he  sold  the  property  and  bought 
a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  Lorain  coun- 
ty. Some  time  later  he  made  a  trii)  to  Ger- 
many for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  a 
dowrv  interest  in  the  estate.  Returning  to 
America,  the  family  accompanied  him  on  his 
removal  to  Mills  county,  Iowa.  Here  the 
parents  spent  their  remaining  days,  the  fa- 
ther dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  the 
mother  in  April,  1878,  when  eighty-nine 
years  of  age. 

On  coming  to  Iowa  with  the  family, 
Charles  ]Munsinger  took  up  his  abode  upon 
the  farm  which  he  has  since  occupied.  He 
was  married  on  the  23d  of  October,  1849, 
to  Miss  Electa  Xorthrop,  a  daughter  of  John 
Wesley  and  Almira  (Knight)  Northrop,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  Throughout  the  period 
of  his  acti\e  business  career  Mr.  iMunsinger 
has  been  continuously  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  his  life  has  been  one  of  in- 
dustry and  usefulness.  He  started  out  for 
himself  with  very  limited  cai)ital,  but  has 
prospered  in  liis  undertakings,  his  unflag-- 
ging  perseverance  and  energy  enabling  him 
to  continually  add  to  his  capital.  He  has 
met  with  two  very  serious  accidents  on  the 
farm  which  have  disabled  him  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  but  at  the  age  of  eighty  years 
he  is  still  active  and  aside  from  his  farm- 
ing operations  he  represents  five  different 
insurance  companies,  among  which  are  the 
North  I'ritish,  the  Continental  and  the  Hart- 


ford. His  life  shows  forth  the  power  of  in- 
dustry in  gaining  success,  and  his  example 
slKJuld  ser\e  as  a  source  of  encouragement 
to  others.  Since  ljec(jming  an  American  citi- 
zen he  has  always  voted  the  Republican  tick- 
et, supporting  each  presidential  nominee  of 
the  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  and  Christian  principles 
have  permeated  his  life,  making  his  career 
an  honora1)le  one  which  has  gained  for  hini 
the  unqualified  regard  of  his  fellr)w  men. 


AMAZON  1V\1)I1.\M. 

The  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  Ama- 
zon Badham,  bears  a  well-known  and  much 
respected  name,  as  he  was  the  son  of  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  state,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Mills  county.  Amazon  Badham 
was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns, 
January  22,  1853,  and  was  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel Badham,  who  was  born  in  Hereford- 
shire, h'ngland,  in  181  S-  He  married  Marv 
Bishop  before  leaving  England  to  try  his 
fortune  across  the  ocean.  After  a  long  and 
tiresome  trip  in  a  sailing  vessel  the  little  En- 
glish family  reached  the  promised  laud,  and 
soon  located  in  Hancock  county.  Illinois. 
Here  thev  remained  for  three  years,  when  re- 
moval was  made  into  the  wilds  of  Iowa,  the 
liome  selected  being  at  Trader's  Point,  on 
a  stream  of  water.  The  only  neighbor  in 
the  section  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  W'at- 
son,  who  had  located  in  Pottawattamie 
county.  Privations  were  expected  and  brave- 
ly endured;  but  when  Mr.  Samuel  Badham- 
died.  May  20.  1868,  his  wild  prairie  farm 
had  become  a  valuable  piece  of  property, 
worth  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre,  and  he 
also  possessed  a  thousand  dollars'  worth  oi 
other    property.      All    this    had    been    accu- 
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mulated  bv  the  time  he  was  fifty-three  years 
old.  giving  one  a  sure  basis  upon  which  to 
estimate  his  character.  He  was  energetic, 
persevering  and  laborious;  was  a  man  of 
judgment,  having  been  long  in  the  offices  of 
school  and  township,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Mexican  war,  his  wife  receiving  a  pension 
for  the  same,  he  having  served  fifteen 
months.  J\Ir.  Badham  voted  the  Republican 
ticket  and  took  a  vital  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  nation.  In  religious  life  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Latter  Day  Saints  church.  Before 
leaving  Illinois  his  wife  died,  and  about  1845 
he  married  ]\Iary  Richards,  the  mother  of 
Amazon  Badham  and  a  native  of  Highand 
county,  Ohio,  and  thev  had  a  number  of 
children,  viz.:  IMilvern.  an  infant;  Frances, 
wlio  became  the  wife  of  William  Gaylord 
and  died  at  Shenandoah.  Iowa,  leaving  two 
children;  our  subject;  Violet,  who  became 
the  wife  of  ^\'illiam  James  and  died  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  Missouri,  January,  .  1877, 
leaN'ing  three  children ;  Juan,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  and  Mary,  who  married 
Charles  A\'ilson  and  died  in  western  Nebras- 
ka, leaving  two  children.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  April  2,  1898.  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven,  lamented  by  all  with  whom 
she  had  been  associated. 

Although  the  parents  of  Mr.  Amazon 
Badham  were  obliged  to  endure  many  hard- 
ships, they  succeeded  in  giving  him  a  xtry 
fair  education,  which  he  put  to  practical  use, 
teaching  a  short  time  both  before  and  after 
marriage.  On  ]\Iay  30,  1875,  he  kd  to  the 
altar  ^^liss  Melvina  Peck,  of  Glenwood,  a 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Jemima  (Smoot) 
Peck,  and  sesen  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  whose  intelligence  and  superior  at- 
tractions naturally  cause  a  pardonable  pride. 
INIable  Mercv  is  the  wife  of  Archie  Ander- 


son, at  Macedonia,  Iowa,  and  has  one  son, 
Paul ;  Clara  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Rob- 
erts, at  Tabor,  Iowa,  and  has  one  daughter, 
Christine;  Luella,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six;  Edith  Grace;  Ella  Delphine;  Myron 
Verne;  and  George  Walter,  a  lad  of  eight 
years ;  and  last  but  by  no  means  least,  the 
pet  of  the  family,  Melvina  Gail,  just  seven 
months  old  when  she  was  taken  awa}^  by 
death. 

Mr.  Badham  has  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres  in  his  farm,  upon  which  he  carries 
on  extensive  operations,  making  corn  his 
greatest  crop,  as  he  finds  that  cereal  pays 
him  best.  He  also  has  from  sixty  to  eighty 
head  of  Poland  China  hogs,  and  of  high- 
grade  cattle  from  sixteen  to  twenty  head. 

Like  his  respected  father,  Mr.  Badham 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  remembering 
the  pride  with  which  his  parents  remem- 
bered his  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  In 
the  afi^airs  of  his  district  he  is  always  in- 
terested, serving  constantly  as  a  school  direc- 
tor. In  religious  matters  he  adheres  to  the 
beliefs  of  the  church  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints.  Socially  his  family  is  prominent 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  kind  feeling  of 
the  whole  neighborhood,  and  he  takes  the 
place  of  a  son  of  the  earlv  pioneer. 


T.  O.  MORGAN. 

Among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Fre- 
mont county  is  numbered  Mr.  Morgan, 
whose  residence  in  this  portion  of  the  state 
covers  a  period  of  more  than  half  a  century. 
The  traveler  to-day  as  he  views  the  country 
covered  with  farms,  thriving  villages,  the 
many  cities  and  commercial  concerns,  the 
schools  and  churches,  indicating  the  mental 
and  moral  development  of  the  people,  can 
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scarcely  realize  that  a  tew  decades  a^o  this 
^\•as  an  unsettled  ref^ictii.  its  lands  in  their 
priniiti\e  conditinn  and  the  work  of  pro- 
gress and  improvement  scarcely  hepfun.  The 
most  far-sio-htcd  could  not  have  dreamed 
that  within  a  comparatively  hricf  period 
the  county  would  he  crossed  and  re-crossed 
with  a  network  of  railroads  connecting'  it 
with  all  parts  of  the  country,  that  telegraph 
and  telephone  lines  would  he  ccivering  the 
country,  and  that  all  of  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  known  to  the  older  east  would 
here  find  a  place:  but  a  brave  band  of  pio- 
neers took  up  the  work  of  development  and 
progress  here  and  the  progressive  Fremont 
county  of  to-day  is  the  result. 

With  the  work  of  advancement  Mr. 
Morgan  has  l)een  actively  identified  through 
more  than  fifty  years.  He  was  born  in 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  near  the  capital 
city  of  Springfield,  December  16.  1833.  His 
father.  Evan  Morgan,  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  a  son  of  Thomas  Morgan,  who  was  of 
Scotch  descent  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Illinois.  Evan  Morgan  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Ohio,  and  on  emigrating  westw^ard 
c;ist  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
the  Prairie  state.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Ditson,  who  was  born  in  Xew  York  and  was 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  New  Eng- 
land families.  She  prove!  to  him  a  faithful 
companion  and  helpmeet  on  life's  journey. 
\\  hen  the  Indians  rose  up  against  the  white 
settlers  in  Illinois  in  the  lUack  Hawk  war, 
the  father  of  our  subject  took  up  arms  and 
served  as  a  soldier.  He  died  in  early  man- 
hood, leaving  a  widow  and  four  children, 
namely:  Lyman,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  Thomas  O.,  of  this  review: 
]\Irs.  Anna  O'Xeal,  of  Fremont  countv; 
and  Mrs.  Jane  \\'olf.  who  died  in  this  coun- 


ty. After  the  death  of  her  lirst  husband 
the  mother  became  the  wife  of  M.  K.  Skid- 
nior.e,  and  in  1S49  they  came  to  Fremont 
county,  bringing  with  them  her  children. 
Mr.  Morgan  of  this  review,  was  but 
fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  the  re- 
moval was  made.  His  early  life  was  a 
period  of  industry,  for  in  his  youth  he  be- 
gan work  by  the  month,  receiving  from 
six  to  seven  and  a  half  dollars  per  month 
in  compensation  for  his  services,  lie  en- 
gaged in  breaking  prairie  with  an  <jx  team 
and  in  hauling  brick  and  farm  produce  to 
Council  iiluft's  for  the  Mormons  and  for 
emigrant  parties  en  route  for  Colorado. 
In  this  way  he  got  a  start  in  life.  As  a 
companion  and  helpmeet  on  the  journey  of 
life  he  chose  Miss  Eliza  Simmons,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  en  March  17', 
1857,  since  which  time  they  have  traveled 
life's  journey  hajjpily  together.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  a  widow,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Simmons.  At  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Morgan  took  uj)  his  abode  on  the 
Bartlett  farm,  which  he  operated  for  two 
years  and  then  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  was  the  first  proi)erty  he  ever 
owned.  He  lived  in  Madison  township  and 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  uniii  1899,  when  he  purchased  the 
W Oods  farm,  just  west  of  Hamburg — one  of 
the  best  farming  jM'operties  in  the  county. 
It  is  improved  with  a  substantial  and  at- 
tractive residence  and  with  all  modern  con- 
veniences. As  the  years  ha\e  passed  and 
his  financial  resources  have  increased,  Mr. 
Morgan  has  extended  his  realty  possessions 
until  the  aggregate  is  nearly  forty-nine  hun- 
dred acres.  He  is  indeed  a  self-made  man. 
for.  dei)en(ling  upon  no  outside  aid  or  in- 
rtuence.  he  has  steadily  worked  !iis  way  up- 
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ward,  prompted  by  a  laudable  ambition, 
earnest  purpose  and  unfailing  perseverance. 
To  provide  for  his  family  has  been  an  added 
incentive,  for  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan 
have  been  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  John 
Finell,  of  Fremont  county;  Lina  A.,  who  is 
the  widow  John  West  and  resides  with  her 
parents;  ]Martha  J.,  the  wife  of  Fountain 
Finell,  of  the  same  county;  John  E.,  who 
is  the  president  of  the  Hamburg  Banking 
Company;  Thomas  A.,  who  resides  in  Mad- 
ison township,  Fremont  county;  Marcena, 
of  the  same  county;  Charles  E.,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Hamburg;  and  Fannie  A.,  who  is 
with  her  parents.  The  children  have  been 
provided  with  good  educational  privileges, 
fitting  them  for  life's  practical  duties.  The 
daughters  are  ladies  of  refinement  and  the 
sons  are  intelligent  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness men,  occupying  inportant  positions  in 
trade  circles. 

In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Morgan  is  a 
Democrat,  but  has  never  sought  or  desired 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  entire  attention 
to  his  business  affairs.  He  belongs  to  that 
class  of  representative  American  citizens 
who,  while  promoting  individual  success, 
also  contributed  to  the  general  welfare  by 
hearty  co-operation  with  all  measures  for 
the  public  good.  He  is  a  man  of  unques- 
tioned integrity,  his  word  being  as  good  as 
his  bond,  and  among  the  honored  pioneers 
of  southwestern  Iowa  he  well  deserves 
mention. 

HEXRY  A.  GREEN. 

One  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  is  Henry  A.  Green,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.     He  is  a  son  of  Jurgren  and 


Dora  (Goldstedt)  Green,  both  of  Germany^ 
where  they  both  died.  They  had  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  our  subject  being  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  Like  so  many  of  his  coun  • 
trymen,  Mr.  Green  early  cherished  a  desire 
to  emigrate  to  America,  carrying  this  out 
in  1858.  He  made  the  voyage  in  three 
weeks  and  made  his  first  home  in  Davenport, 
Iowa,  where  many  of  his  old  neighbors  had 
located,  six  months  later  coming  to  ]\Iills 
county,  by  way  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Farming  was  the  choice  of  our  subject 
as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  he  had  no  dif- 
ficultv  in  securing  employment,  although 
wages  were  very  small.  However,  he  pos- 
sessed the  thrifty  w^ays  of  his  native  land, 
practiced  strict  economy,  and  before  very 
many  months  had  passed  he  was  able  to  see 
his  savings  increasing  in  a  satisfactory 
wav,  and  finallv  l^ought  with  them  a  small 
tract  of  land.  To  ride  over  Mr.  Green's 
finely  cultivated  farm  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty-six  acres  and  to  note  the  substa::tiai 
improvements,  together  with  his  cattle  and 
stock,  is  a  valuable  lesson  for  an}-  young 
man  who  starts  out  in  life  with  small  means. 
It  shows  the  reward  of  steady,  plodding  in- 
dustry, and  must  be  an  encouraging  ex- 
ample. 

On  September  11,  1864,  our  subject  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army,  entering  the  Thir- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry  in  Company  F.  and 
went  from  Davenport  with  his  regiment  to 
Marshall,  Tennessee,  where  he  took  part  in 
the  great  battle  between  Generals  Hood  and 
Thomas.  He  became  so  ill  soon  after  this 
engagement  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
send  him  to  a  hospital,  and  two  months  were 
passed  in  the  army  hospital  at  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.  He  was  transferred  to  \\'elling- 
ton.    North    Carolina,    and    from   thence   to 
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Raleigli,  ciml  I'lnalK-  to  W  a>liini;i()ii  c'ly, 
where  he  took  part  in  the  grand  review.  Ik- 
was  discharged  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  August 
1.  1865. 

The  niarriaee  "f  Mr.  Green  and  Mrs. 
Christianna  Frohai-(U  tnnk  place  ahotit  thir- 
ty-five years  ago.  and  seven  chilchxn  have 
l)een  l)()rn  in  their  family,  all  of  them  still 
li\ing".  Thev  are:  (iustaxe  Otto,  who  is 
married  and  lives  "n  a  tine  farm  in  Harri- 
son county.  h)wa;  Christoph;  W'ilhelemina. 
who  is  iiow  Mrs.  \\  illiam  W'ecdman  and  re- 
sides on  a  farm  in  Harrison  coimty.  thi^ 
state;  and  Charles,  Louis.  Sarah  and  W'ill- 
iam. 

In  politics  Mr.  Green  is  a  Democrat  and 
ahly  upholds  the  principles  of  that  party. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  valued  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  where  they 
are  highly  esteemed  for  their  many  fine  traits 
of  character.  Mr.  Green  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  no  one  in  this  part  of 
the  county  knows  more  about  stock  and 
cattle-breeding   than    he    does. 


JOHN  VAN  KIRK. 

Old  Pennsylvania  families.,  such  as  have 
given  strength  to  American  character 
throughout  the  west,  produced  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  a  prominent,  retired  farmer  of 
Silver  City,  Mills  county,  Iowa,  who  has  for 
many  years  been  a  leading  dealer  there  in 
live  stock  and  lands. 

John  \'an  Kirk  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  July  24,  1835,  a  son 
of  Hamilton  and  Eliza  (Snodgrass)  Van 
Kirk.  Hamilton  Van  Kirk  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  about  1800  and  died  in  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  in  1885.  He  was  a  son  of 
lohn  \\an  Kirk,  who  was  born  in  Philadel- 


[>hia  about  1775  and  died  in  Pennsylvaniri 
about  1838.  leaving  one  son,  Hamilton  Van 
Kirk,  and  three  daughters.  He  was  a  stone 
and  brick  mason  and  contractor  and  builder, 
prospered  well  at  his  business  and  became 
the  owner  of  aljout  five  hundred  acres  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania.  Many 
stone  and  brick  buildings  erected  by  him  are 
still  standing  there,  including  his  own  large 
twcj  and  one-half  story  brick  residence,  which 
was  his  last  work. 

John  \'an  Kirk  was  the  first  b<;rn  of 
Hamilton  and  Eliza  (Snodgrass)  Van  Kirk's 
four  children.  Samuel  died  at  the  age  of 
four  vears.  Sarah  Marv  died  in  her  thir- 
tieth  year.  Mrs.  Van  Kirk,  the  mother  of 
these  children,  survived  her  husband  some 
3^ears  and  they  and  their  daughter  are  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Silver  City,  Iowa.  John 
Van  Kirk  obtained  a  fair,  common-school 
education  and  was  thoroughly  instructed  by 
his  father  in  everything  pertaining  to  farm- 
ing. He  remained  at  home  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age.  A  year 
later,  in  the  fall  of  1857,  he  came  to  Iowa 
to  look  at  a  thousand  acres  of  land  for  which 
he  had  made  an  exchange,  and  in  1869  he 
became  a  resident  of  Mills  county,  where  he 
settled  permanently  with  his  fam'ly.  He 
bought  the  old  stage  station  farm,  consist' 
ing  of  a  half  section,  partially  improved, 
but  .some  fifty  acres  of  it  timber  land,  at 
fourteen  dollars  per  acre.  Since  then  he  has 
bought  and  sold  lands  extensively,  and  at 
this  time  he  owns  twelve  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres,  mostly  in  a  liody.  He  early  turned 
his  attention  to  stock  and  fed  the  first  lot 
of  cattle  in  his  vicinity.  In  those  days  he 
fed  about  one  hundred  head,  but  more  re-» 
ccntlv  he  and  his  sons  have  fed  about  two 
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thousand  head  each  year.  Formerly  he  bred 
short-horns  and  black  polled  Angus  cattle, 
but  his  sons  now  buy  up  cattle  wherever  they 
are  able  to  buy  good  cattle  to  advantag^e. 
He  and  his  sons  are  all  settled  in  their  own 
homes  at  Silver  City  and  they  are  among 
the  prominent  men  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Van  Kirk  is  a  Democrat,  but  voted 
for  \\'ilham  McKinley  in  1900.  because  of  a 
sense  of  his  duty  to  his  countr}'  and  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  he  understood  it.  Too  busy 
to  give  much  attention  to  public  affairs,  he 
has  held  aloof  from  public  office  and  man- 
aged to  escape  service  on  the  grand  jury. 

Mr.  Van  Kirk  was  married  May  15,1856, 
to  INIiss  Anne  Van  Kirk,  whose  grandfather 
was  a  half-brother  of  his  own  grandfather 
Van  Kirk.  They  have  had  eight  children, 
only  three  of  whom  grew  up.  namely :  E.H., 
who  is  married  and  has  four  children;  M.  J., 
who  became  a  resident  of  Silver  City  and 
died  January  15,  1901,  leaving  a  young 
daughter ;  and  Anne  Laura,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  Hostetter,  and  has  a  daughter. 


JOHN  HALE. 

John  Hale,  the  proprietor  of  the  Hale 
fruit  farm  in  Washington  township,  Fre- 
mont county,  has  occupied  this  place  since 
1895.  He  was  born  in  Monroe  county, 
Ohio,  August  14,  1840,  a  son  of  Levi  Hale, 
whose  birth  occurred  near  Little  Washing- 
ton, Washington  county.  Pennsylvania, 
The  grandfather,  O.  N.  Hale,  was  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
while  his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Mowder,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  both  died  in  Athens  county,  Ohio.  Levi 
Hale,  the  father,  was  reared  upon  an  Ohio 
farm  and  after    attaining  man's    estate    he 


married  Sarah  Johnson,  who  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Rosa  Johnson.  He  v.as  a  native  of  Ire- 
land and  her  parents  were  from  Scotland, 
so  that  the  blood  of  four  nations — the  Swiss, 
the  German,  the  Irish  and  the  Scotch — 
flowed  in  the  veins  of  John  Hale.  The  fa- 
ther became  a  well-known  agriculturist  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  order  to 
provide  for  "his  family.  He  died  in  Craw- 
ford, Illinois,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Athens  count)% 
Ohio,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eignty-three 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely : 
Simeon,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war 
and  is  now  living  in  the  Buckeye  state;  Jo- 
seph, who  also  served  with  the  '"boys  in 
blue''  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Illinois; 
Owen,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Union 
armv  and  is  located  in  Tarkio,  Missouri; 
William,  deceased;  John,  who  likewise  aided 
his  country  in  the  Civil  war;  Fred,  who  has 
passed  away;  Rosa,  who  is  living  in  \\Q.st 
Virginia;  Christina,  a  resident  of  the  same 
state;  and  Sarah,  now  deceased. 

John  Hale  was  reared  in  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  upon  the  home  farm  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  He  after- 
ward secured  a  situation  on  a  steamer  on 
the  Ohio  river,  being  employed  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
Civil  war,  when,  at  the  President's  call  for 
aid  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  he  enlisted  as 
a  member  of  Company  I,  Twenty-first  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  This  was  General  Grant's 
regiment.  He  served  for  four  j^ears  and 
was  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with  the 
Twentieth  Corps,  First  Division  and  First 
Brigade.  He  was  for  some  time  under 
command   of   General    Rosecrans.     At   the 
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battle  of  Cliickamauga  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner and  held  as  such  for  seventeen  months, 
being  incarcerated  at  Belle  Isle,  Libby 
prison  in  Richmond,  Danville,  Anderson- 
ville,  Charleston,  Florence,  Wilmington  and 
Goldsboro.  lie  was  many  times  transferred 
and  experienced  all  the  hardships  incident 
to  southern' prison  life.  A  part  of  the  time 
he  was  engaged  in  out-dotjr  work,  having 
charge  of  sixty  other  prisoners,  who  were 
employed  in  cutting  wood  in  Florence.  At 
length,  after  almost  a  year  and  a  half  spent 
in  captivity,  he  was  paroled  for  exchange 
and  went  to  Wilmington  and  thence  to  An- 
napolis, ^laryland,  after  which  he  was  sent 
to  his  home  and  later  received  an  honora- 
ble discharge,  ha\ing  spent  four  years  as 
a  defender  of  his  country.  His  was  a  most 
hijnorable  military  record,  one  of  which  he 
has  e\'ery  reason  to  be  proud. 

In  1865  Mr.  Hale  removed  to  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  locating  in  the  western 
portion  and  there  remained  through  three 
decades.  In  1895  he  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  Fremont  county,  comprising  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Washington 
township.  This  is  all  planted  in  fruit  of 
every  variety  that  can  be  cultivated  in  this 
climate,  and  the  fruits  of  Hale  farm  are 
of  such  excellent  size,  quality  and  flavor 
that  they  find  a  ready  sale  on  the  market  and 
command  the  best  prices.  He  has  made  a 
close  study  of  horticulture,  understands  the 
needs  of  the  various  kinds  of  fruit  which 
he  cultivates,  and  his  opinions  on  the  subject 
are  widely  accepted  as  authority. 

Mr.  Flale  was  married  in  Atchison 
county,  Missouri,  to  Miss  Sarah  York,  who 
was  born  in  Crawford  county,  Illinois.,  a 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Elizabeth  (Easton) 
York,  of  Kentucky.     They  became  the  par- 


ents of  li\e  children,  of  whom  three  are  set 
li\ing:  Charles,  Owen  and  William.  Mrs. 
llale  dietl  in  J S8 1 .  and  the  following  year 
Mr.  llale  married  J'llvira  Miller,  who  was 
born  in  Athens  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Susan  (Townsend)  Miller, 
also  of  that  county.  Twt)  children  grace 
the  second  marriage — Orpha  May  and  Ew- 
ing  Everett. 

Mr.  Hale  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
in  the  Christian  church  of  Hamburg.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  earnest  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  i)rinciples  of  the  party,  and 
socially  he  is  connected  with  Jerusalem 
Lodge,  Xo.  253,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  As  a  cit- 
izen he  is  as  true  and  loyal  to-day  as  when 
he  followed  the  old  flag  upon  the  battle- 
fields of  the  south. 


ISAAC  ABSHIRE. 

One  of  the  most  progressive  and  suc- 
cessful young  agriculturists  of  Fremont 
county,  Iowa,  is  Isaac  Abshire,  the  subject 
of  the  present  review.  He  was  born  within 
a  mile  of  his  present  home,  north  of  Sid- 
nev,  in  1879,  a  son  of  David  and  Susan 
(Palmer)  .\bshire.  The  former  was  a 
very  prominent  farmer  of  this  locality.  He 
went  to  California  during  the  gold  excite- 
ment, in  1849,  from  his  home  in  Tennessee, 
but  came  back  in  1850  and  located  in  Fre- 
mont county,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
January,  1888.  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  Mrs. 
Abshire  was  born  in  Indiana  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  Palmer,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  Init  died  in  Missouri,  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  John  Palmer,  whose  birth  took 
place  in   \'irginia,   and   his  death   in   Ohio. 

The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  sub- 
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ject  was  Eleanor  (Hampton)  Palmer,  and 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  a  daughter  ot 
01i\-er  and  Betsey  (Bryan)  Hampton,  the 
father  of  Oliver  having  been  Ephraini 
Hampton,  who  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land. The  maternal  great-great-grandfa- 
ther was  Samuel  Bryan,  who  fought  as  a 
Tory  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  and 
the  wife  of  the  great  Daniel  Boone  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Bryan,  a  great-uncle  of 
our  subject's  mother.  The  family  history 
is  ^•ery  interesting  and  future  generations 
Avill  be  glad  to  have  it  preserved,  for  a  noble 
lineage  is  more  to  be  desired  than  an  accu- 
mulation of  wealth. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Sidney, 
graduating  at  the  excellent  high  school  of 
this  place,  and  immediately  took  charge  of 
the  farm.  He  is  one  of  the  energetic,  pro- 
gressive and  industrious  young  men  who 
are  willing  to  adopt  modern  methods  in  their 
business,  and  who  stud}^  farming  in  a  man- 
ner,as  careful  and  scientific  as  in  any  other 
branch  of  industrial  life.  Success  has  at- 
tended his  efforts,  and  he  is  regarded  as  owz 
of  the  rising  men  of  the  township.  Like 
his  father,  he  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party,   believing  its  principles   to   be   right. 


JONH  G.  FLANAGAN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  traces  his  lin- 
eage to  an  old  Irish  family,  several  members 
of  which  have  become  prominent  in  various 
lines  of  activity.  John  Flanagan,  his  grand  - 
father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Irelandy 
wdiere  his  eldest  son,  Peter,  was  born  about 
1 819.  About  1825  he  came  to  America, 
where  he  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  a  wddow 
and  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  He  located  in 
Maryland,  where  he  engaged  in  freighting, 


driving  six-horse  teams  employed  in  that 
service.  His  three  children  all  married  and 
have  families,  and  all  came  west.  Peter,  his 
oldest  son,  was  born  in  Ireland,  became  a 
farmer  in  Nebraska  and  died  there  in  1896, 
aged  about  seventy-seven  years.  His  daugh- 
ter Catherine,  known  in  the  family  as  "Aunt 
Catherine,"  married  James  Davis,  who  be- 
came a  farmer  in  Nebraska,  where  she  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  one  daughter. 

His  younger  son  John,  father  of  John  G. 
Flanagan,  was  born  in  Maryland,  January, 
1827,  and  died  in  December,  1898,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  A.  Piles,  was  born  in  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  August  28,  1831,  and  married 
Mr.  Flanagan  in  her  native  state,  March  20, 
185 1.     She  was  the  daughter  of  James  Pihs, 
who  married  a  Miss  English,  and  lived  one 
year  afterward  in  Guernsey  county,   Ohio, 
and  then  moved  to  Montgomery  county,  In- 
diana, where  they  remained  between  three 
and  four  years.     After  a  short  stay  at  Pot- 
tawattamie county,  Iowa,  they  removed  in 
1856  to  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  and  there 
John  G.  Flanagan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  November  9,   1857.     Soon  after 
that  event  they  returned  to  Pottawattamie 
county,  Iowa,  where,  in  March,  1863,  they 
bought  and  settled  on  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  acquired  at  four  dollars  an  acre,  but 
they  had  to  go  in  debt  for  most  of  it.     There 
stood  on  their  property  a  small  frame  house 
which  is  a  part  of  the  more  pretentious  res- 
idence standing  there  at  this  time.     Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Flanagan  reared  their  family  there  and 
lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1887,  when 
they  moved  to  Malvern,  where  they  lived  re- 
tired from  active  life  until  they  died,  Mrs. 
Flanagan  in  December,  1896,  and  Mr.  Flana- 
gan just  three  years  later.     They  were  laid 
to  rest  in  East  Liberty  cemetery.     They  had 
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eleven  chiKlren.  cuncerninq-  wlmm  some  in- 
foniiatit)!!  will  be  afforded  in  the  following 
statements:  Sarah,  horn  pi'il  i^),  1X3-'. 
married  Thomas  McCoy,  and  has  ten  chil- 
dren. She  li\es  in  Kansas.  Charles  T.  hau 
traxeletl  extensively  in  the  west  since  1883 
and  is  living  in  California,  unmarried. 
Thomas  B.  was  born  in  Indiana,  January  18, 
1856.  John  G.  is  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Emma,  born  Xovemljer  11, 
1859,  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Morse  and  lives 
in  Nebraska.  She  has  had  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  dead.  Amanda  j.,  l)orn  in  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  September  13.  1861,  is  the 
widow  of  John  Nickerson  and  lives  at  Mal- 
vern, Iowa.  Walter  A.  was  born  July  23, 
1863,  and  died  November  23.  1868.  Wil- 
mie  was  born  April  2^^,  1865,  and  died  April 
16,  1866.  Frank  was  born  March  19,  1867, 
and  when  a  young  man  went  to  California, 
where  he  was  married  in  1899.  Edward 
JMartin  was  born  November  1  1,  1868,  and 
died  Alarch  20,  18S8.  Lee  Webster  was 
born  May  30,  1871,  and  died  November  5, 
1878. 

John  G.  Flanagan  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  was  reared  to  farm  life. 
He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  the 
spring  of  1883  and  then  went  to  Central 
Kansas,  wdiere  he  was  married.  March  31, 
1886,  to  Miss  Blanche  E.  Crawford,  born  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  August  2^,  1865,  a 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Sarah  J.  (  Uol)- 
ertson)  Crawford.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Crawford 
were  natives  of  Ohio.  They  went  to  Kan- 
sas in  1 88 1  and  there  J\Ir.  Crawford  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  years,  leaving  a  widow, 
three  daughters  and  two  sons.  The  eldest 
son,  Bert  Crawford,  of  Oklahoma,  is  mar- 
'ried  and  has  five  children.  Ida  M.  is  the  wife 
of   W.    B.     Essick,    of   I-'JIsworth.    Kansas. 


Maud  .\..  .Mrs.  hJanagan's  twin  sister,  mar- 
ried i'ldwin  W  alker,  has  four  sons  and  lives 
in  Kansas.  Charles  C.  is  living  in  Kansas, 
umnarried.  Mrs.  Crawford,  mother  of  these 
children,  is  residing  in  I-^llsworth.  Kansas. 
r^Irs.  Flanagan  reuKned  with  her  parents  to 
Kansas  and  at  sixteen  years  of  age  she  began 
teaching  school  in  Ellsworth  county,  which 
profession  she  followed  for  six  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Flanagan  have  had  three  children, 
Roy  A.,  the  eldest,  was  born  February  4, 
1887.  in  Ellsworth.  Kansas,  and  is  now  in 
school.  Ella  Maud,  also  in  school,  was  born 
A.pril  29,  1889,  in  ]Mills  county,  Iowa.  Neva 
May  was  born  March  7,  1895,  ^"^^^  <^li^<J  Feb- 
ruary 5,   1897. 

In  December,  1888,  Mr.  Flanagan  re- 
turned from  Kansas  to  his  old  home,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  and  has  since  been 
farming  on  the  Flanagan  homestead,  which 
he  bought  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  He  has 
comie  to  the  front  as  a  stock-farmer  and 
raises  and  fattens  beef  cattle,  which  he  sells 
at  Omaha  and  Chicago,  shipping  about 
twelve  car-loads  per  year :  and  he  raises 
and  sells  also  about  two  hundred  fat  swine 
each  year.  He  raises  some  colts  and  keeps 
about  twenty  horses.  He  began  handling 
sheep  in  1900  by  purchasing  two  hundred 
and  hfty  head.  He  does  general  farming, 
selling  such  of  his  products  as  are  not  re- 
(|uirc(l  for  his  sti^ck.  He  cuts  about  one 
hundred  tons  of  hay  each  year  and  has  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  planted  to 
corn,  and  in  addition  to  his  own  large  crop 
is  usually  obliged  to  buy  more  corn  for  feed- 


ing- 


Politically  Mr.  Flanagan  is  a  Democrat 
and  he  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as 
justice  of  the  peace  two  terms.  He  was 
elected  assessor  in  1898  and  still  holds  that 
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office,  and  wields  considerable  influence  in 
the  councils  of  his  party.  His  judgment  in 
business  affairs  is  excellent  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  foremost  stockmen  in 
his  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flana^ 
gan  are  both  young  appearing  and  are  active 
socially.  Their  domestic  life  is  a  happy  one 
and  their  geniality  and  generous  hospitality 
have  won  them  hosts  of  friends. 


WILLIAM  W.  BRICKNELL. 

Xo  finer  stock  can  be  found  in  Mills 
county  than  that  raised  on  the  Bricknell 
farm,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  review  is 
the  owner.  Mr.  Bricknell  is  a  venerabk 
gentleman  of  eighty-one  years  but  is  still 
actively  connected  with  business  affairs,  and 
his  record  should  put  to  shame  many  a  man 
of  younger  years  who,  growing  weary  of 
the  struggles  of  business  life,  would  rele- 
gate to  others  the  burdens  that  he  should 
bear.  Veneration  and  respect  are  accorded 
our  subject,  who  well  deserves  the  high  re- 
gard uniformly  given  him,  for  his  career 
has  ever  been  an  upright  one,  characterized 
by  true  fidelity  to  duty. 

His  birthplace  is  across  the  water,  for 
he  is  a  native  of  Devonshire.  England, 
wdiere  he  was  born  on  the  2d  of  September, 
1819  but  since  1865  he  has  resided  in  Mills 
county.  His  father,  John  Bricknell,  was 
one  of  the  yeomanry  of  England  and  for  a 
long'  period  held  the  important  posit'on  of 
superintendent  for  an  aunt  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria, thus  becoming  a  member  of  the  royal 
household.  His  property  holdings  were  at 
one  time  very  extensive,  and  his  wealth  was 
great;  but  he  met  with  heavy  losses  and  in 
his  later  life  was  a  laboring  man.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hanna  Watkins, 


and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  sons 
and  a  daughter,  but  William  W.  of  this  re- 
\-iew  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

In  the  year  1858  William  W.  Bricknell 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  believ- 
ing that  he  might  better  his  financial  condi- 
tion in  a  country  where  opportunities  were 
p-reater  and  where  no  hindrance  of  caste  was 
placed  in  the  way  of  individual  advance- 
ment. The  voyage  to  the  United  States  was 
made  on  the  sailing  vessel  Amazon,  which 
carried  nine  hundred  passengers  and  reached 
the  American  port  one  month  after  leaving 
the  English  harbor.  In  1859  Mr.  Brick- 
nell was  married  to  Aliss  Sarah  Savidge,  a 
daughter  of  W^illiam  Savidge,  a  butcher  by 
trade,  who  died  in  early  manhood.  On  com^ 
ing  to  the  new  world  our  subject  took  up  his 
abode  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  near  Oberlin, 
where  he  worked  by  the  day  and  month  for 
seven  years,  being  employed  at  farm  labor. 

In  May,  1865,  he  came  to  Tabor,  Iowa, 
with  his  wife  and  one  son,  their  only  daugh- 
ter having  died  previously.  Mr.  Bricknell 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  for  foui 
hundred  dollars  and  the  remainder  of  his 
capital  w^as  loaned  out  at  interest.  All  that 
he  had  saved  was  from  his  earnings,  for  he 
never  inherited  a  dollar.  His  present  farm 
comprises  two  hundred  acres  of  upland 
prairie  and  timber  and  extends  for  a  mile  to 
the  north.  It  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
fertile  tracts  of  land  in  the  township  and  is 
well  adapted  for  grazing  or  stock-raising, 
having  upon  it  timber,  water  and  good 
drainage.  His  son  William  is  associated 
with  him  in  business.  He  was  born  in 
Ohio,  forty-four  years  ago,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  energetic  and  enterprising  men  of 
Mills  county.  He  relieves  his  father  of 
much  care,  largely  attending  to  the  active 
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management  of  the  farm  and  marketing 
of  the  stock,  which  is  sold  mostly  in  Chica- 
go. In  May,  1898,  Mr.  Bricknell  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  in  the 
faith  of  the  Congregational  church,  of  which 
she  was  a  consistent  member.  Since  that 
time  the  father  and  son  have  lived  alone. 
They  formerly  engaged  in  raising  corn,  on 
an  extensive  scale,  but  now  purchase  several 
thousand  l)usliels  of  corn  annually,  while 
most  of  their  land  is  in  grass, — all  save  a 
fifty-acre  tract  of  timber.  They  buy  many, 
head  of  cattle  to  feed  for  the  market  and 
breed  high-grade  shorthorn  cattle,  having 
a  fine  registered  bull  which  weighs  two 
thousand  pounds.  \\  hile  perhaps  othei 
stock-raisers  of  the  county  carry  on  the 
business  on  a  more  extensive  scale  there 
are  none  who  take  finer  stock  to  market 
than  do  the  Bricknells.  One  lot  of  three 
car-loads  weighed  from  fifteen  hundred  to 
two  thousand  pounds,  each  averaging  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  They  raise 
annually  from  twenty  to  thirty  head  and 
ship  twice  each  year.  They  also  keep  from 
one  to  two  hundred  head  of  w^ell-bred  Po- 
land China  and  Chester  White  hogs.  One 
Chester  White  Avas  a  mammoth  hog  at  five 
years,  weighing  twelve  hundred  pounds, 
alive.  Their  stock  always  commands  the 
highest  market  prices,  owing  to  their  fine 
grade  and  excellent  condition. 

The  farm  is  well  improved,  is  attractive 
in  appearance  and  indicates  the  careful  su- 
pervision of  the  progressive  owners.  '  The 
present  residence  was  erected  in  1882  and 
stands  on  a  beautiful  building  site  amid  the 
trees,  many  of  which  were  planted  bv  Mr. 
Bricknell  and  will  stand  ;is  monuments  long 
after  he  lias  been  laid  to  rest.    The  business 
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metlujds  of  father  and  son  are  beyond  c|ues- 
tion  and  the  name  is  .synonymous  with  hon- 
orable dealing.  In  the  evening  of  life  Mr. 
Bricknell  can  look  back  over  the  past  with- 
out regret  and  forward  to  the  future  without 
fear,  for  he  has  accomplished  much  that  is 
commendable  and  has  ever  enjoyed  the  high- 
est esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


JOSEPH  DEFOREST  ROBBLXS. 

One  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents and  successful  agriculturists  of  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  is  Joseph  Deforest  Robbins, 
wdiose  acres  of  beautiful  bottom  farm  lands 
extend  for  many  miles  through  Anderson 
township.  He  was  born  at  Valparaiso.  Por- 
ter county,  Indiana,  December  4,  1854.  and  is 
a  son  of  Samuel  Putnam  Robbins,  a  name- 
sake of  Gen.  Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
His  father  was  bom  near  Boston.  Massa- 
chusetts, on  March  26,  1809.  a  .son  of  Sam- 
uel Robbins,  also  of  Massachusetts,  who  lo- 
cated at  Xelsonville,  Ohio,  in  18 19.  estab- 
lishing there  a  tannery  and  gristmill.  His 
wife  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Israel 
Putnam.  These  grandparents  of  our  subject 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  at  Xel- 
sonville. rearing  six  children,  all  of  whom, 
with  their  parents,  have  passed  away.  Sam- 
uel Putnam  Robbins  was  married  to  Caro- 
line Coe.  June  18,  1837,  in  Athens  county, 
Ohio.  She  was  a  native  of  that  county, 
born  September  6.  18 15.  a  daughter  of  Jo- 
siah  and  Mary  Ann  Coe,  the  youngest  of 
thirteen  children.  Her  death  occurred  Oc- 
tober 19,  1898,  her  husband  having  died  on 
April  8.   1889. 

Samuel  Putnam  Robbins  was  a  piiMieer 
in  Indiana,  reaching  that  state  from  Ohio 
when  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  owning 
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at  that  time  a  pair  of  oxen,  a  saddle  pony 
and  a  cash  capital  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
He  filed  upon  a  quarter-section  of  govern- 
ment land  in  Porter  county,  and  that  land  is 
still  owned  by  one  of  his  sons,  always  re- 
maining free  from  mortgage.  At  one  time 
he  owned  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Indiana  and  engaged  largely  in  agriculture, 
and  later  became  a  railroad  contractor,  con- 
structing at  one  time  eleven  miles  of  road. 
He  was  made  county  commissioner,  which 
position  he  filled  for  twelve  years,  giving 
perfect  satisfaction.  In  his  political  faith 
he  held  with  the  Republican  party.  He  and 
his  good  wife  left  an  estimable  family,  some 
of  them  still  living,  owners  of  large  farms. 
Amos  K.  was  born  in  1841  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight.  He  had  married  Laura 
V.  Stafford  and  had  one  daughter;  Andrew 
died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Lyman  died  in 
infancy ;  Levi  is  a  resident  of  Woodson 
county,  Kansas,  owning  there  two  thousand 
acres  of  land  and  has  eight  children;  James 
(now  deceased)  owned  seven  hundred  acres 
of  Indiana  farm  land ;  and  Lewis  is  an  In- 
diana farmer  on  thirteen  hundred  acres. 

Our  subject  enjoyed  exceptional  educa- 
tional advantages,  attending  the  normal 
school  at  Valparaiso,  where  he  received  a 
<liploma  in  the  commercial  course.  He 
early  engaged  in  farming  and  when  nine- 
teen years  old  received  a  guarantee  deed 
for  a  one-half  interest  in  nine  hundred  and 
thirtv  acres  of  land  in  Porter  county,  with 
his  brother  Lewis.  In  1881  he  married 
]\Iiss  Henrietta  Gaylord,  who  was  born  in 
Porter  countv,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Hen 
ry  and  Theodosia  (Sa3des)  Gaylord,  botli 
of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Gaylord  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  in  a  hospital  in  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


at  the  age  of  forty-four,  April  14,  1865,  the 
day  upon  which  occurred  that  horril)le  crime, 
the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  Gaylord  survived  him  until  1S74.  dv- 
ing  at  the  age  of  fifty-one,  and  was  laid  at 
rest  in  the  church-yard  at  McCool,- Indiana. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaylord  were : 
Elizabeth  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-one; Emily  J.,  the  wife  of  James  B.  Rob- 
bins  (deceased)  ;  she  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-seven, leaving  three  children;  Charles, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Ina  A.,  the  wife  of  L. 
W.  Miller,  a  farmer  of  this  cour.ty;  and 
Mrs.  Robbins,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  began  domestic 
life  in  Woodson  county,  Kansas,  where  Mr. 
Robbins  removed  in  1880  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  and  es- 
tablished a  cattle  ranch.  In  the  fall  of  1882 
he  left  Kansas  and  returned  to  Indiana,  re- 
maining there  until  February,  1883.  when 
he  came  to  his  present  location,  buying  one 
thousand  and  fifteen  acres  of  land,  paying 
for  the  same  fi'fty-three  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  Only  eighteen  acres  were  im- 
proved. In  1893  Mr.  Robbins  invested  in  a 
half-section  of  wild  land  in  Dawson  county, 
Nebraska,  realizing  that  that  land  will  soon 
more  than  double  its  value. 

Mr.   Robbins  makes  a  specialty  of  fine 


stock,    breeding 


registered 


stock. 


raismg 


Aberdeen  Angus  cattle  and  Poland  China 
hogs.  His  first  experiment  with  this  fine 
stock  was  made  in  1887,  through  imported 
animals,  and  he  now  owns  six  hundred  head 
and  ships  from  one  car-load  to  two  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  head  per  year,  shipping  to 
Chicago  and  Omaha. 

In  1894-5  Mr.  Robbins  erected  his  fine 
residence,  the  most  complete  and  imposing 
in  all  this  neighborhood.     It  is  a  beautiful 
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modern  residence,  supplied  wiili  all  nind- 
ern  conveniences,  and  as  cle.^antly  ajjpoini 
ed  within  as  it  it  imposing  without.  Its 
location  is  j)articularl\-  line,  overlookin.q'  the 
beautiful  surroundino-  landscape  for  man\- 
miles. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robhins  ha\e  three  cliil- 
dren  :  Jna  May,  l>om  September  23.  1^(83. 
who  has  spent  two  years  at  SinijjSon  C"ol- 
legx\  Illinois;  Lewis  Leroy,  born  June  14. 
1887,  a  bright,  manly  little  gentleman;  and 
Fern  Lynette,  born  June  9th.  1892.  Mi. 
and  Mrs.  Robhins  are  most  valued  members 
of  the  Methodist  church,  of  twelve  years' 
standing,  in  which  Mr.  Kobbins  has  accept- 
ably filled  many  official  positions. 


AUGUST   AXnr.RSOX. 

Among  the  enterprising  agriculturists 
of  Green  township,  Fremont  county,  is  Au- 
gust Anderson,  who  resides  on  section  11. 
Fie  is  a  native  of  Sweden  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  country  since  1881.  Upon 
his  present  farm  he  has  resided  since  1894 
and  to-day  he  has  a  well  developed  property. 
He  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  land,  where  he  was 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy. 
Before  leaving  Sweden  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte  Hanson,  and 
their  second  child  died  in  that  country  ere 
their  emigration  to  the  new  world.  In  the 
year  1881  ^Ir.  Anderson  resolved  to  try  his 
fortune  in  America,  for  he  had  heard  favora- 
ble reports  of  the  opportunities  here  offered. 
Accordingly  he  crossed  the  briny  deep  to 
the  new  world  and  made  his  way  to  Iowa, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  identified  with 
its  agricultural  interests.  Making  prepara 
tion  for  a  home,  he  sent  for  his  familv.  who 


joined  him  six  months  after  his  arrival  in  the 
new  world. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  An<lerson  are  the  parents 
of  four  children  who  are  yet  living;  August 
John,  a  farmer  of  Fremont  county,  who  is 
married  and  has  one  son ;  Elmer,  a  commer- 
cial agent  for  the  Home  Stock  Food  Com- 
pany; and  Delia  and  Axel,  twins,  who  are 
still  with  their  parents.  The  children  were 
provided  with  excellent    educational    privi- 

'  leges,  all  ha\ing  been  students  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Tabor,  and  thus  they  were  fit- 
ted to  meet  the  practical  and  responsible  du- 
ties of  life.  The  daughter  possesses  a  deci- 
ded musical  talent.  Fourteen  years  after  hif. 
arrival  in  this  country,  Mr. Anderson's  father 
died.  February  zy,  1901,  at  his  home  in  Fre- 
mont county,  which  with  his  wife  (who  sur- 
vives) had  been  his  residence  for  some  time. 
There  are  three  other  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, and  all  are  married  and  have  children. 
One  brother,  Peter  Anderson,  is  a  farmer 
near  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  has  eleven 
children. 

Throughout  his  entire  career,  Mr.  Ander- 
son has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
1894  he  located  upon  his  present  farm  oi  two 
hundred  acres,  which  he  has  managed  with 
success  continuously  since.  He  had  previ- 
ously rented  land  and  by  its  successful  man- 
agement  had  added  continually  to  his  capital 
until  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  land  of  his 
own.     In  1890  he  bought  diis  present  farm 

t  of  two  Inuulred  acres,  paying  for  it  twenty* 
seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  There 
were  only  poor  buildings  upon  the  place,  and 
it  bore  little  resemblance  to  the  farm  which 
one  sees  there  to-day.  In  1894  Mr.  Ander- 
son removed  to  the  land  which  he  had  pur- 
chased and  erected  his  fine  residence,  at  a 

'  cost  of  five  tlKJUsand  dollars.     It  is  one  of 
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the  best  country  homes  in  the  entire  county, 
a  large,  commodious  structure,  built  in  the 
modern  style  of  architecture  and   supplied 
with  all  the  improvements  and  conveniences. 
It  stands  upon  a  natural  building  site  and 
commands  a  splendid  view  of  the  surround- 
ing country  and  the  beautiful  landscape  that 
spreads  out  before  it.     Upon  the  house  has 
been  built  a  cupola,  from  which  one  has  a 
most   extensive   view,     showing    forth    the 
fields  of  grain,  verdant  meadows  and  line 
stretches  of  timber  land.     As  time  has  passed 
Mr.   Anderson  has  added  to   his  property. 
In  the  fall  of   1900,  however,  he  sold  one 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but 
has  made  a  contract  for  a  farm  for  his  son. 
In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals 
best  adapted  to  the  climate,  he  is  engaged 
extensively  in  stock-raising  and  feeds  about 
one  hundred  head  of  beef  cattle  annually, 
and  also  has  a  large  number  of  hogs.     He 
also    has    some    excellent  horses  of  a  high 
grade — some  hue  driving  stock  in  which  his 
son  takes  much  pride.    Upon  the  place  is  a 
young  apple  orchard,  which  he  planted  five 
years   ago   and  which   is   now   in   excellent 
condition.     Everything    about    the  place  is 
neat.     The  fences  and  buildings  are  kept  in 
good  repair  and  a  spirit  of  thrift  and  enter- 
prise pervades  the  place. 

Mr,  Anderson  certainly  deserves  great 
credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  He  had 
neither  influential  friends  nor  wealth  as  he 
started  upon  his  business  career,  but  was  de- 
pendent entirely  upon  h's  own  efforts  and 
resources.  He  has  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  auvl  worked  his  way  steadily 
upward,  overcoming  all  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  in  his  path  by  a  determined  pur- 
pose and  resolute  will.  His  unfailing  indus- 
try has  been  a  most  potent  and  forceful  ele- 


ment in  his  prosperity  and  it  is  certainly  a 
basis  for  success.  In  the  county  of  his 
adoption  ]\lr.  Anderson  enjoys  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  is  asso-^ 
ciated  and  his  worth  as  a  man  and  a  citizen 
is  widely  acknowledged.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat, 


JAMES  W.  CARTER, 

The  true  western  spirit  of  enterprise  and 
progress  is  exemplified  in  the  life  of  James 
W.  Carter,  one  of  the  most  active,  enterpris- 
ing and  successful  agriculturists  of  Mills 
county.  He  was  born  in  this  county  in  186 1 
and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  fam- 
ilies of  Tennessee.  His  father,  John  Carter, 
was  a  native  of  that  state  and  in  1852  came 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  by  the  way  of  Mis- 
souri. In  Glenwood  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Williams,  whose  people  were  from  In- 
diana, On  both  sides  they  were  representa- 
tives of  the  agricultural  interests.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  John  Carter  responded 
to  his  country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  at  Glen- 
wood as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Twenty^ 
ninth  Iowa  Infantry.  The  eldest  brother  of 
James  W.,  Stephen  A.  Carter,  was  also  a 
Union  soldier,  and  Mr.  Williams,  the  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  of  our  subject,  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
brothers  and  sisters  of  J,  W.  Carter  were  as 
follows :  Stephen  and  E.  Benjamin,  who  are 
living  in  Kansas;  David  A.,  a  resident  of 
Whiting,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Patronilla  Mickel- 
wait,  of  Ord,  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Mary  Puffer, 
of  California;  Mrs.  Sarah  Anderson,  of  Ma- 
con, Illinois;  Mrs.  Kate  Noah  and  Mrs.  Jane 
McCammon,  lioth  of  Kansas. 

James  W.  Carter  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Mills  county.     In  his  youth  he  wa3 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


399 


acorded  excellent  educational  jirivileges, 
attending-  the  graded  and  lii^h  schools  in 
Glenwood.  the  normal  school  at  Peru,  Xe- 
braska,  and  the  Omaha  Commercial  College. 
After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  en^ 
gaged  in  teaching  school  at  Weeping  Water, 
Nebraska,  and  his  scholarship  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  he  holds  a  state  certificate.  He 
was  successful  as  an  educator,  but  abandoned 
that  work  in  order  to  engage  in  commercial 
interests  in  Glenwood.  There  he  engaged 
in  business  until  1897.  when  he  removed  to 
his  present  farm,  which  is  pleasantly  located 
near  Hillsdale.  It  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive and  desirable  country  seats  in  the 
state.  The  residence  is  a  large,  spacious  and 
costly  one,  with  fine  interior  and  exterior 
finishings,  for  the  furnishings  are  modern 
and  tasteful.  There  is  a  telephone  connec- 
tion with  the  city  and  numerous  other  mod- 
ern C(^nveniences  and  requisites  equal  to  any 
city  home.  The  farm  comprises  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy  acres  of  rich,  arable  land, 
much  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  Mr.  Carter  is  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  He 
feeds  all  of  his  grain  and  in  his  meadows  are 
found  some  splendid  specimens  of  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs. 

He  married  Miss  Emma  Buffington,  a 
daughter  of  B.  F.  Buffiington.  an  old  and 
honored  citizen  of  the  county,  who  came  to 
Iowa  from  Ohio.  Her  mother  bore  the  maid- 
en name  of  Xancy  Ayers  and  her  ancestors 
were  residents  of  New  Jersey.  The  families 
which  Mrs.  Carter  represents  were  loyal  to 
the  colonies  durinq-  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion  and  furnished  some  of  their  members  to 
aid  in  establishing  the  independence  of  the  , 
nation.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Bufifington  were  mar- 
ried in  Ohio  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ■ 


four  chiMren:  Mrs.  Carter.  Mrs.  Lizzie  Bo- 
gard,  who  is  living  in  Glenwood ;  Mrs.  Mary 
Craven,  who  resides  in  Seattle,  Washington; 
and  Charles,  who  makes  his  home  in  Glen- 
wood. The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  has  been  blessed  with  two  interesting 
little  sons,  Clarence  B.  and  Edwin  Ayers, 
aged  respectively  six  and  three  years. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  James  A.  Garfield,  Mr.  Carter  has  sup- 
ported the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  For  four  years  he  filled  the  office 
of  city  recorder  of  Glenwood  and  for  one 
term  was  alderman  from  the  first  ward  there. 
He  is  at  present  a  township  trustee  of  Cen- 
ter township,  and  his  public  service  has  won 
for  him  high  commendation,  as  he  is  a  ca- 
pable and  reliable  ofticer.  He  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  church 
and  take  an  active  interest  in  its  work  and 
upbuilding.  Their  home  is  noted  for  its 
gracious  hospitality,  which  is  enjoyed  by  a 
very  large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Carter  \s 
an  enterprising  business  man  whose  dili-» 
o-ence,  keen  discrimination  and  capable  man- 
asement  have  enabled  him  to  advance  stead- 
ily  on  the  high  road  to  prosperity. 


JAMES  McGEE. 

Those  who  have  never  been  called  upon 
to  face  the  necessity  of  making  a  home  in  a 
new  countr}'  can  scarcely  understand  the 
trials  and  privations  which  the  early  pioneers 
encountered  in  their  struggles  with  wdd  na- 
ture. The  history  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  and  a  description  of  his  present  pro- 
ductive farm  would  be  incomplete  without 
reference  to  his  parents.  William  and  Jane 
(Harper)  McGee.  who  were  among  the  pio- 
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neers  of  Indiana.  They  possessed  the  stal- 
M-art  frames  and  sturdy  will  that  made  ot 
their  children  the  first  pioneers  of  a  land 
still  farther  west. 

James  McGee  was  born  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, June  28,  1825,  his  father,  William, 
having  been  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1792  and  j 
his  mother  in  Virginia,  where  their  marriage 
took  place,  in  1820.  In  1830  they  emigrat- 
ed to  Indiana,  settling  in  the  dense  woods  on 
the  Wabash  river.  Here  Mr.  McGee  took 
up  and  cleared  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  government  land,  laboring  as  only  a  man 
of  stalwart  frame  and  perfect  health  could 
do,  being  ably  assisted  by  a  faithful  and  de- 
voted wife.  She  was  noted  for  her  capable 
management  of  her  household,  not  onlv  car- 
ing  for  it  and  her  family,  in  the  wilderness, 
but  proving  in  every  way  a  real  and  true 
helpmate  for  her  husband,  and  her  descend- 
ants honor  her  memory.  Six  sons  and. four 
daughters  came  to  them,  six  of  the  family 
still  living,  all  in  Iowa,  with  the  exception 
of  one  son,  who  is  in  California.  William 
]\IcGee  died  in  Fountain  county,  Indiana, 
in  1850,  the  mother  of  our  subject  surviv- 
«ing  until  1891.  dying  in  Shenandoah,  Fre- 
mont county,   Iowa. 

James  McGee,  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
had  very  little  chance  for  schooling,  but  has 
proven  that  success  does  not  always  depend 
upon  education.  He  has  accumulated  prop- 
erty, is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, and  has  gained  the  respect  of  all  by 
those  sterling  ciualities  which  enabled  him  to 
overcome  the  disadvantages  of  early  life. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  a  flat- 
boatman  on  the  Wabash  river,  living  at 
home.  In  1850,  when  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  he  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  has  lived 
ever  since.  The  next  vear  after  his  removal 


to  Iowa,  he  wished  to  obtain  a  horse  and 
some  money  that  he  had  left  in  Indiana,  and' 
started  on  the  long  tramp  of  six  hundred 
miles,  making  it  in  twelve  any!  one-half 
days !  Buying  another  horse  and  wagon,  he 
returned  to  Iowa,  where  he  had  built  a 
house  of  logs,  and  had  at  that  time  fifteen 
dollars  with  which  to  begin  housekeeping. 
Fortunately  for  Mr.  McGee,  he  had  mar- 
ried a  heroic  \yoman  who  cheerfully  endured 
the  privations  of  their  life,  assisted  him  in 
every  way  by  her  advice  and  example,  and 
still  lives  to  tell  of  those  davs.  For  eigh: 
years  she  cooked  the  family  meals  without 
a  stove,  sometimes  out  of  doors,  and  for 
two  years  after  building  their  cabin  they 
had  no  brick  chimney.  The  first  summer 
a  child  was  born,  adding  to  the  cares  of 
]\Ifs.  McGee,  and  wdien  the  daughter  was 
but  about  two  years  old  the  twins  came, 
making  her  duties  heavy  indeed,  as  she  was 
obliged  to  do  all  of  her  own  work,  the  near- 
est neighbor  being  two  miles  away.  AA'ild 
animals  wandered  even  to  the  door  of  their 
cabin,  but  through  it  all  she  preserved  the 
patience  and  sweet  disposition  which  have 
made  her  Ijeloved  l)y  all  those  who  come 
within  her  acquaintance.  The  name  of  this 
admirable  woman  was  Lydia  A.  Davis,  born 
in  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania.  April 
10,  1827.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  ]\Iary  (Reed)  Davis,  who  had  mo\-ed 
from  Kentucky  in  1836  to  Missouri,  and 
thence  to  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1844.  Then  }^Ir.  Davis 
moved  to  Pottawattamie  county,  Iowa,  at 
which  place  James  McGee  first  met  this 
lady  who  became  his  wife,  they  being  mar- 
ried in  Council  Bluffs,  in  1852.  She  had 
been  bereft  of  her  mother  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  and   upon  her  shoulders   was 
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tlirown  the  care  of  twin  boys  five  years  old. 
and  an  infant.  Her  father  later  removed  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

\\'hen  Air.  antl  Mrs.  McGee  started  out 
in  life  he  was  often  obliged  to  work  for 
fifty  cents  a  day  to  provide  for  the  necessi- 
ties ()f  liis  growing  faniil}-;  l)nt  labor 
brouiiiit  its  own  reward  and  a  iiroud  (la\-  it 
was  when  they  became  the  possessors  of  the 
first  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  They  ha\c 
now  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  well 
stocked  and  finely  cultivated  land  and  three 
pairs  of  horses,  while  for  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years  they  have  resided  in  their  com- 
fortable residence  in  section  i.  in  Ander- 
son township. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGee  wa^ 
a  large  one.  consisting  of  fourteen  mem 
bers,  twelve  of  whom  are  still  li\ing:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  CliJirles  Russell,  a  farmer  of 
Hall  county,  Nebraska,  has  six  children; 
Luther  and  Lucy,  twins,  the  former  or 
whom  is  a  farmer  in  Monroe  county,  Iowa, 
and  has  five  children,  and  the  latter  died,  a 
young  mother,  leaving  an  infant;  William 
and  Henry,  twins,  the  former  deceased  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  and  the  latter  a  farmer 
of  Alonona  county,  with  seven  children; 
.Vlmira,  the  widow  of  Edgar  Helm,  of  Page 
county,  Iowa,  has  three  children  ;  Jane,  the 
widow  of  Julian  Parmly,  living  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Addie,  the  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Harding,  has  seven  children;  John,  a 
farmer  in  Nebraska  county,  Nebraska,  has 
four  children  ;  Charles,  a  tenant  farmer  at 
his  parental  home,  has  one  son ;  Alaggie. 
the  widow  of  John  Royal;  Andrew,  a  farm- 
er in  Pottawattamie  county,  has  one  daugh- 
ter;  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Frank  Sliter.  of 
W'oodburv  counlw  b)wa.  has  two  sons;  and 


Delia,  the  wife  of  Asa  Williamson,  lives 
near  Emerson,  but  they  ha\e  no  children. 
There  are  two  great-gr:m<lchildren  in  the 
family,  and  a  pleasant  sight  it  nuist  be  to 
see  this  aged  conple  with  all  of  their  de- 
scendants  about   them. 

Mr.  McGee  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and. 
remembering  how  he  has  borne  his  part 
through  life,  one  may  judge  that  he  has 
firm  convictions. 


H.  E.  SA.\R. 


H.  E.  Saar  is  a  western  man  by  birth, 
training  and  preference,  and  possesses  the 
true  western  spirit  of  progress  and  indomi- 
table energy.  To-day  he  stands  among  the 
successful  self-made  men  whose  lives  illus- 
trate what  may  be  accomplished  through 
determined  i)urpose  and  honoral)le  efYort  in 
a  land  that  otYers  excellent  possibilities  to 
energetic  and  aml)itious  men. 

Air.  Saar  was  born  in  (3ak  township^ 
Alills  county.  March  20.  1866.  His  father, 
Henry  Saar.  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
baker  in  Germany — his  native  land — and 
in  1840  came  to  America,  believing  that  he 
might  bentlit  his  financial  condit'on  in  the 
new  world.  During  the  first  winter  after  his 
arrival  he  remained  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
J:hen  removed  to  Jetierson  county.  Misstmri, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  April.  1845,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Sophia  Plumer,  and  the  subject  of  this 
review-  is  the  youngest  of  their  eight  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  now  living,  and.  hav- 
ino-  married,  are  settled  near  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Under  the  parental  roof  H.  E.  Saar  was 
reared,  and  in  the  pulilic  schools  of  the 
neighborhood    he    acquired    his    education. 
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while  in  the  fields  he  received  practical  train- 
ing at  farm  work.  He  began  life  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twenty-six  and  has  since 
been  extensively  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  his  efforts  being  attended 
with  a  high  degree  of  success.  Close  at-, 
tention  to  business,  unfaltering  diligence 
and  strong  determination  Jiave  enabled  him 
to  conquer  all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles 
in  his  path  and  work  his  way  steadily  up- 
ward. To-day  he  is  the  owner  of  twelve 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  rich  farming 
land  and  is  largely  engaged  in  raising  and 
feeding  stock.  He  has  recently  built  near 
the  old  home  a  modern  residence,  contain- 
ing ten  rooms,  heated  by  a  furnace  and 
supplied  with  all  the  latest  improved  con- 
veniences whidh  add  to  the  comforts  and 
joys  of  life. 

On  the  20th  of  December.  1893,  Mr. 
Saar  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Min- 
nie, a  daughter  of  John  and  Angelina  Fei- 
fer.  residents  of  Oak  township,  ]\Iills  coun- 
ty, and  natives  of  Iowa.  They  now  have 
three  children,  Lester,  Edna  and  Clifford. 
Their  pleasant  home  is  celebrated  for  its 
gracious  hospitality,  which  is  enjoyed  by 
their  many  friends.  Although  a  very  en- 
ergetic business  man,  Mr.  Saar  possesses  a 
liberal  and  generous  nature  and  contributes 
of  his  means  to  the  support  of  many  mo\-e- 
ments  for  the  public  good.  He  votes  with 
the  Democracy,  but  has  never  sought  or  det 
sired  office,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  farm. 


CHARLES  C.  OAKS. 

The  reputation  of  ]\Iills  countv,  Iowa, 
for  the  possession  of  fine  farms,  can  not 
be  successfully  disputed.     Among  these  is 


that  of  Charles  C.  Oaks,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  located  on  section  35.  in  An- 
de4-son  township.  He  owns  large  tracts, 
upon  which  he  employs  tenants,  as  farmers, 
giving  the  most  of  his  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  horses,  mules,  cattle  and  Poland 
China  hogs,  which  he  ships  and  sells  in 
great  numbers. 

Charles  C.  Oaks  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Illinois,  April  19,  1847.  He  was  the 
son  of  Seth  Oaks,  of  Vermont,  who  was 
born  in  181 5  and  died  in  Warren  county, 
Illinois,  in  1875.  Our  subject  lost  his 
mother  when  he  was  but  twelve  years  of  age 
and  his  father  married  a  second  time,  ad- 
ding five  more  children  to  the  five  already 
gathered  around  the  hearth.  Four  children 
of  the  immediate  family  of  our  subject 
are  still  living :  A.  D.  Oaks ;  S.  M.  Oaks , 
Ada  L.,  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Tinkane;  while 
a  sister,  Fanny  E.,  married  John  Bell  and 
died  in  this  county,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven,  leaving  one  son,  C.  W.  Bell.  Of  the 
second  family  of  children  all  are  living,  and 
are  these:  W.  E.  Oaks,  of  California;  J. 
M.  Oaks,  of  Kirkwood;  W.  E.  Oaks;  F.  ^I. 
Oaks;  and  Lydia  B.,  the  wife  of  Alvin 
Creamer. 

Our  subject  was  reared  en  the  farm  of 
his  father,  although  not  to  the  drudgery, 
as  his  parent  was  the  owner  of  some  two 
thousand  acres  and  engaged  in  stock-breed- 
ing and  dealing  in  stock  to  an  extensive  de- 
gree. He  had  reached  Illinois  when  settlers 
were  few  and  at  that  time  was  without 
means,  but  energy,  and  thrift  had  enabled 
him  to  accumulate  a  large  acreage  of  \al- 
uable  land  and  much  stock.  Mr.  Oaks,  the 
senior,  died  in  1875.  and  Charles  C.  re- 
mained at  home  to  assist  in  the  settling  up 
of  the  large  estate,  valued  at  $150,000.  He 
had  received  a  good  education  and  had  come 
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to  Iowa  in  ]\rarch.  1876,  settling-  on  a  farm 
of  eigliteen  luuulre'l  and  forty-six  acres 
^\■hicll  Ills  father  had  hung'ht  in  1H74,  for 
which  h.c  liad  paid  twenty-seven  dohars  and 
fifty  cents  jier  acre.  Here  he  has  resided 
e\-er  since  and  has  eng-aged  c.\tensi\-ely  in 
the  feeding  of  stock,  liis  farms  suj)!)!)'  the 
corn  n-^ed  in  feeding,  and  the  reputation  of 
his  cattle  and  hogs  for  excellence  in  everv 
point  is  known  throughout  the  state,  es- 
pecially at  the  yards  where  he  disposes  of 
them. 

i\Ir.  Oaks  was  ninrried  March  20.   1878. 
to  Miss  Anna   M.   h\)x.  of  Biggsville.    Illi- 
nois, born  in   1853.   in    Pickaway    county. 
Ohio,  and  an  interesting  family  liaxe  been 
added:     Dayid   Earl:  (iaie  Estelle.  a  yery 
talented  young  lady  who  is  an  accomplished 
pianist  and  yocalist ;  and  Charles  A\'alter,  a 
lad   of   nine   years.      In   his   i)olitical    \iews 
]\Ir.  Oaks  holds  with  the  Republican  party. 
and   has  ne\"cr  desired   an)-  office,   his  \-ast 
business  employing  his  attenti<^n  sufficiently, 
but  has  consented  for  the  past  tiu'ee  years 
to  act  as   township  trustee.     The  comfort 
and  'beauty  of  the  surroundings  of  ]\Ir.  and 
Mrs.    Oakes    and    their   prominence   in    the 
county  make  them  and  their  home     repre- 
sentatiye. 


his  nativity  he  was  united   in  marriage  t(5 
Miss  Nancy  Dudding.  who  was  born  in  the 
same  state  and  died  in   Sidney.     Three  of 
the  uncles  of  our  subject,   Benjamin.  John 
and  Thad  Ilatten,  were  Confederate  soldiers 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 
'         George  T.   Ilatten.   whose  name   forms 
the  caption  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Holt 
county.  Missouri,  and  when  he  was  a  year 
old  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Fillmore, 
Missouri.     The  father  was  a  cari)enter  and 
cooper  by  trade.     The  family  resided  in  Fill- 
more until    1865.   when    they    removed    to 
Sidne\-.  in  Fremont  county,  our  subject  be- 
ing then   thirteen   years   of    age.       In   this 
place  he  learned   the    printer's    trade    and 
worked  on  the  old  Sidney  Union  and  on  the 
Fremont  County  Herald.     He  also  learned 
painting  and  paper-hanging,  which  pursuits 
he  followed  at  various  intervals  for  twenty 
years.    During  that  time  he  served  for  about 
thirty  days  as   nurse  to   the  noted  outlaw. 


GEORGE  T.  HATTEX. 

George  T.  Hatten  was  born  in  Missouri 
in  1852  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  families  of  \'irginia.  His  grandfather. 
^^'iIliam  D.  Hatten.  was  born  in  that  state 
and  died  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  at  the 
as'e  of  ninety-five  years.  His  son.  Charle^ 
Spottswood  Hatten,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Old  Dominion  and  s])ent  his  last  days 
in  Sidney,  Iowa.     On  leaving  the  place  ot 
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Wells,  who  was  shot  for  robbing  the 


bank  at  Riverton.  and  whose  restoration  to 
health  was  due  to  the  care  of  '\\\\  Hatten. 
In  1893  ^Ir.  Hatten  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  Crozier  Hotel  in  Sidney,  and  under  his 
direction  it  became  the  leading  hotel  of  Fre- 
mont county.  He  successfully  conducted  it 
until  June.  1900,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  the  proprietor  and  manager  of  the  Man- 
hattan restaurant  in  Sidney,  which  has  al- 
ready become  famous  as  a  hrst-class  dining 
place.  The  enterprise  is  indeed  proving  a 
success,  being  conducted  after  the  nn)st 
modern  and  approved  methods,  and  his  pat- 
ronage is  steadily  and  constantly  increas- 
ing. 

Mr.  Hatten  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1885  to  Miss  Margaret  Einn.  a  daughter  of 
]anies  R.  and  Sarah  (  Chillcoate)  Einn.  who 
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removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Shelby  coun- 
ty, and  then  to  Sidney,  Iowa,  where  Mr. 
Linn  was  born.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Baltimore,  and  her  family  own  land  on 
which  a  part  of  that  city  is  built.  Her  fa- 
ther, Mr.  Chillcoate,  was  an  Englishman, 
and  Mrs.  Hatten's  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Linn,  was  of  English  descent.  Her 
uncle,  Jacob  Linn,  was  a  Union  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  belonging  to  the  Eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  a  man  of  strong  religious 
convictions  who  lived  up.  to  Christian  prin- 
ciples under  all  the  adverse  influences  of 
army  life.  Another  uncle,  the  Rev.  Hugh 
Linn,  was  an  eminent  minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  long  connected  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania conference,  and  his  death  was  wide- 
ly and  deeply  mourned  throughout  that  por- 
tion of  the  country.  Both  of  these  uncles 
reared  families  whose  members  are  respect- 
ed representatives  of  societ3^  successful  busi- 
ness people  and  earnest  Christians. 

A  few  years  after  the  arrival  of  James 
R.  and  Sarah  Linn  in  Sidney,  Iowa,  they 
removed  to  Pierce  City.  Missouri,  where  the 
father  is  still  living,  although  the  mother 
has  passed  away.  Theirs,  too,  was  a  Chris- 
tian family,  and  its  representatives  were 
found  to  be  earnest  Christian  workers ;  do- 
ing all  in  their  power  to  uplift  their  fellow- 
men  and  to  bring  to  those  with  whom  they 
were  associated  a  cognizance  of  the  needs 
of  the  human  soul.  Reared  amid  the  refin- 
ing influences  of  a  good  Christian  home, 
Mrs.  Hatten  is  widely  known  as  a  lady  of 
intelligence  and  culture,  and  many  excellenr 
characteristics.  By  her  marriage  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  one  son,  Charles 
Mearl,  an  exceptionally  bright,  interesting 
and  well  educated  youth  of  fourteen  years. 


He  will  undoubtedly  make  his  mark  in  the 
world. 

The  Hatten  family  is  one  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  this  localit3^  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Hatten  is  a  Democrat,  and 
in  March,  1896,  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  mayor  of  Sidney,  to  which  he 
had  been  elected,  filling  that  position  in  a 
most  creditable  manner  for  one  year.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  frater- 
nity and  is  connected  with  the  ^lodern 
\\'oodmen  of  America,  while  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Alethodist  church.  In  man- 
ner Mr.  Hatten  is  pleasant  and  genial,  in  his 
business  dealings  reliable,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  true  to  duty,  and  these  quali- 
ties have  made  him  ver}-  popular,  so  that 
he  enjoys  the  highest  regard  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  citizens  of   Sidney. 


CRIS  PLUMER. 

Among  the  foreign  nations  that  have 
furnished  citizens  to  the  new  world.  Ger- 
many stands  prominent,  by  reason  of  the 
industrious  and  thriftv  class  which  she  has 
sent  to  American  shores.  Practical,  peace- 
able, contented  and  energetic,  the  sons  of 
Germany  have  made  the  best  of  their  op-» 
portunities,  have  readily  adapted  them- 
selves to  new  customs  and  surroundings 
and  have  made  marked  advancement  in  the 
business  life.  The  western  cities  have  been 
settled  by  many  of  the  best  and  most  en- 
terprising representatives  of  the  Father- 
land, who,  on  coming  to  the  arena  of  larger 
opportunities  where  there  is  fertile  soil  and 
congenial  climate,  have  developed  a  pro- 
gressive spirit  and  unfaltering  energy  that 
is  peculiarly  western.     Among  the  number 
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is  Cris  Plumer,  who  was  born  in  Drephols, 
Germany,  October  7,  1838. 

His  father,  John  Henry  Plumer,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  came  to  America 
in  1840,  locating  first  in  Jefferson  City,  Mis- 
souri. There  he  took  out  naturalization 
papers  .in  order  lo  become  a  citizen  of  his 
recently  adopted  land.  After  spending 
about  eleven  years  in  Jefferson  City  he  came 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  1851.  locating  in 
Oak  township,  where  he  purchased  and  im- 
pro\-ed  a  goyernment  claim,  for  which  he 
paid  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  His 
attention  was  then  given  to  farming  and 
stock-raising,  in  which  he  was  very  success- 
ful. In  his  family  were  five  children:  Hen- 
ry, the  eldest,  resides  in  Pottawattamie 
county,  as  does  also  \\'illiam  Plumer,  both 
residents  of  Lewis  township.  One  of  the 
daughters  of  the  family  is  Mrs.  Henry  E. 
Saar.  of  Oak  township.  Frederick  W'il- 
helm  died  .\ugust  4.  1899;  and  Margaret 
Caroline  died  at  the  time  of  the  terrible 
epidemic  of  cholera  at  St  Louis,  Missouri. 
Her  daughter,  Julia  Bower,  was  reared  by 
'Slw  Plumer,  of  this  review,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Carl  Green,  a  resident  of  Lewis 
township,   Pottawattamie  county.   Iowa. 

Cris  Plumer,  whose  name  begins  this 
sketch,  was  only  two  years  old  when  brought 
by  his  parents  to  the  new  world.  On  at- 
taining his  majority  he  started  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account,  and  is  strictly  a  self- 
made  man,  for  all  that  he  has  acquired 
is  the  merited  reward  of  his  own  effort. 
His  possessions  indicate  his  success — the  re- 
sult of  an  industrious  and  well-ordered  life. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  five  hundred  acres 
of  rich  farming  land,  diyidcd  into  highly 
cultivated  fields,  meadows,  pastures  and 
timber    tracts.      He   is    largely    engaged    in 


raising  and  feeding  stock,  and  finds  that  a 
pr(jfital)le  source  of  income. 

In  the  year  i860  Mr.  Plumer  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  .\nna  Schoning,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  T'rederick  Schoning,  a 
resident  of  Oak  township.  Mills  county. 
Xine  children  were  born  unto  ihcm,  of  whom 
five  are  yet  li\ing:  Mary  Louise,  Gustoph 
Christian,  Charley  Christoph,  Llla  Sophia 
Caroline  and  Ferdinand.  The  mother  tlied 
in  1879.  and  Mr.  Plumer  was  again  mar- 
ried on  the  2(1  (jf  Alarch,  1882,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Teressa  Askwig,  a  daughter  of  P.  G. 
Dunn,  a  resident  of  Mills  county.  Mr.  Plu- 
mer's  youngest  son,  Charley,  resides  at 
home  and  is  actively  engaged  in  managing 
the  farm  wtjrk.  Pie  seems  to  have  inherited 
the  sterling  ({ualities  and  business  ability  of 
his  father,  who  has  long  been  numbered 
among  the  leading  and  progressive  agricul- 
turists of  the  community.  The  son  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  township  clerk. 
He  was  first  appointed  to  the  oftice  and  has 
since  been  twice  elected.  Practical  and  en- 
ergetic, he  is  a  young  man  who  undoubted- 
ly has  before  him  a  successful   future. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  this  review,  is  one  of  the 
leading  Democrats  of  his  township  and  is 
influential  in  all  matters  of  church  and  so-' 
ciety.  He  and  his  family  hold  membership 
in  the  German  Lutheran  church.  Their  home 
is  pleasantly  located  seven  miles  from  Glen- 
wood  and  eleven  miles  from  Council  Bluff's, 
and  is  celebrated  for  its  gracious  hospitali- 
ty. A  resolute  purpose,  a  laudable  ambi- 
tion and  unflagging  industry  have  been  the 
salient  features  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Plu- 
mer, and  his  example  should  well  serve  as 
a  source  of  encouragement  and  inspiration 
to  (tthers  who  are  forced  to  begin  life  as  he 
did.  witluiut  financial  aid. 
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JOHN  HONEYMAN. 

John  Honeyman,  who  for  many  years 
was  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  ]\Iills  county,  was  of  Scotch  birth. 
He  was  born  in  the  county  of  Fife,  Scot- 
land, in  the  year  1842,  his  parents  being 
John  and  Margaret  (Blythe)  Honeyman. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  county  of  Fife, 
in  1797,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  land,  passing  away  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1864,  in  the  house  which  had 
been  built  by  his  great-grandfather.  He 
was  a  mason  by  trade  and  became  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  along  that  line.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  March  20, 
1804,  also  died  in  the  land  of  hills  and 
heather.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated 
June  7,  1830. 

John  Honeyman,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  was  educated  in  the  high 
schools  of  his  native  country  and  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  entered  the  service  of 
the  Commercial  Bank,  of  Scotland,  remain- 
ing with  that  institution  until  1872,  when, 
believing  that  he  might  better  his  financial 
condition  in  the  new  world,  he  sailed  for 
America.  Landing  in  New  York,  he  did 
not  tarry  long  in  the  eastern  metropolis  but 
journeyed  westward  to  Detroit  and  thence 
to  Chicago,  remaining  a  short  time  in  that 
city.  In  June,  1873,  he  came  to  Mills  coun- 
ty and  located  on  the  farm  which  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  with  the  exception 
of  brief  intervals  spent  in  other  lines  of 
business  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Honeyman  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Eliza  Gregg  Miles,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  died  June  8,  1874.  He  then 
returned  to  his  native  country,  but  after  a 
short  time  again  came  to  America,  and  in 


September,  1874,  took  charge  of  a  bank,  im- 
plement house  and  grain  elevator  in  Emer- 
son, where  he  remained  for  one  year.  He 
then  went  to  Ashkum,  Illinois,  where  he 
had  charge  of  a  grain  business  for  a  year, 
when  he  again  came  to  Mills  county.  In 
1876  he  had  charge  of  an  elevator  in  Emer- 
son and  at  one  time  in  the  period  of  eight 
days  raised  twenty-six  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  bushels  of  corn  measured 
as  shelled,  and  at  the  same  time  there  were 
two  other  firms  in  Emerson  engaged  in 
buying  corn.  On  leaving  Emerson  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm,  which  comprised  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  rich  land  in 
Indian  Creek  township,  and  throughout  his 
remaining  days  he  gave  his  attention  to  the 
cultivation  and  development  of  his  land, 
winnino;   therebv   creditable   success. 

In  March,  1876,  Mr.  Honeyman  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Ella  Viola,  a  daughter  of  Milton  Cheney, 
formerly  of  Mills  county.  Her  family 
came  to  Iowa  from  Stephenson  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  the  year  1852.  A  location  was  first 
ma,de  in  Pottawattamie  county,  but  after  a 
year  they  came  to  IMills  county,  locating 
near  Glenwood.  In  1862  they  went  to  Utah 
territory  and  resided  for  a  short  time  near 
Salt  Lake  City,  but  in  1863  they  returned 
to  Mills  county,  and  the  father  again  pur- 
chased the  farm  which  he  had  sold  on  his 
removal  to  the  west.  Mrs.  Honeyman  has 
three  brothers,  Horace  B.,  Elihu  and  Gilbert, 
who  are  farmers  in  Indian  Creek  township. 
She  was  born  near  Glenwood  after  the 
family  came  to  Iowa  and  pursued  her  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Honeyman  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  as  fol- 
lows :     John ;  Milton  C. ;  Arthur  B. ;  Alex. 


THF  K5^  TORr 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


„  *  »  ^- 1  xna 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


407 


Stuart;  James  1).;  Robert  1\.  :  l-^lla  \'.  ;  ami 
Warren  Lee,  The  subject  of  this  review  had 
a  w  ide  accjuaintance  throughout  Mills  coun- 
ty and  was  a  poi)ular  citizen,  his  many  ex- 
cellent (lualities  gaining  for  him  the  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. He  died  December  29,  1897,  and  the 
community  there!)}'  lost  one  of  its  xalued  and 
respected  citizens, — a  man  whom  to  know- 
was  to  honor.  Mrs.  Honeyman  still  sur- 
vives her  husband  and  is  a  most  estimable 
woman.  She  holds  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  also  belongs  to  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Association  and  is  acti\c  in 
missionary  work  and  in  other  de[)artments 
of  church  activity.  Her  life  is  in  harmonv 
with  her  professions  and  in  many  ways  is 
well  worthy  of  emulation.  In  politics  Mr. 
Honeyman  was  a  Republican  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Republican  [jnlitics  of  Mills 
county.  He  was  a  leader  of  men.  ever  loyal 
to  his  friends  and  ever  true  tn  his  word. 


JOHN   II.   JOHNSTON. 

John  II.  Johnston  is  a  well  known  factor 
in  commercial  interests  in  Randolph,  wdiere 
he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  S.  T.  Rhode  &. 
Company,  extensive  dealers  in  lumber,  hard- 
ware, agricultural  imi)lements  and  wind 
pumps.  He  was  born  near  Quebec,  Canada, 
on  the  19th  of  August,  183  i,  and  is  of  Irish 
lineage,  his  career  exhilMting  many  of  the 
sterling  traits  of  the  Irish  race.  His  par- 
ents, Joseph  and  Mary  A.  (Lackey)  John- 
ston, were  both  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
the  former  having  been  born  in  county  Mon- 
aghan.  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island, 
while  the  later  was  born  in  the  southern  por- 
tion, in  county  Westmeath.  Both  became 
residents  of  Canada    in    earlv    life.     Their 


parents  were  farming  people  of  the  old  coun- 
try, anil  James  Lackey,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  suljject,  served  for  many  years 
in  the  British  army,  being  stationed  for  a 
part  of  the  time  in  Canada.  Joseph  John- 
ston, the  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  farmer 
of  Ireland  and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  His 
children  were  all  reared  on  the  green  isle 
and  all  remained  residents  of  that  country 
save  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph,  who  crossed 
the  briny  deep  to  Canada.  The  f(jrmer  was 
married  there  and  reared  a  familv,  all  of 
whom  have  now  passed  away. 

Josei)h  Johnston,  Sr.,  was  educated  in 
Ireland  and  remained  in  that  country  unLil 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  sought  a  home 
in  the  new  world.  At  farm  and  other  labor 
he  was  employed  until  he  could  secure  a  home 
of  his  own.  After  having  resided  in  Can- 
ada for  about  ten  years  he  was  married  and 
located  upon  land  which  he  had  previously 
purchased  and  which  was  improved  with  3, 
small  clearing  and  a  little  home.  The  place 
was  a  timber  tract,  however,  and  earnest 
labor  was  required  in  order  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate it.  but  his  efforts  resulted  in  the  de^ 
velopment  of  an  excellent  farm,  upon  whi:h 
he  remained  until  1854 — the  year  of  his  re- 
moval to  ^Mercer  county,  IHinois.  There  le 
again  purchased  a  large  farm,  and  was  a 
well  known  representative  of  agricultural 
pursuits  in  that  community  until  March  26, 
1865,  when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 
He  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  his  honest  dealing  and  indefat-t 
igable  energy  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  hand-" 
some  competence.  While  residing  in  Canada 
he  served  as  an  officer  in  the  militia,  but  in 
Illinois  was  content  to  quietly  perform  the 
duties  of  a  ]^ri\ate  citizen  without  seeking 
official  lionors  of  anv  kind.     Both  he  and  his 
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wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  ao-e  of  seventy- 
two  and  his  widow^  still  survives  him,  al- 
though she  has  passed  the  nineU'-fuur  mile- 
stone on  life's  journey.  After  the  marriage 
of  her  children  and  the  death  of  her  husband, 
the  old  homestead  in  Mercer  county,  Illinois, 
Avas  sold,  and  since  1877  she  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Fremont  county.  Here  she  pur- 
chased a  small  farm,  but  afterward  disposed 
of  that  and  now  occupies  a  comfortable 
dwelling  in  Randolph,  which  is  numbered 
among  her  property  possessions.  Hers  has 
been  a  useful  career,  characterized  b}'  earn- 
est Christian  principles  and  by  unwavering 
fidelity  to  the  duties  of  a  wife  and  mother. 
She  has  reared  a  family  of  children  wdio  do 
honor  to  her  name  and  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing is  the  record:  John  is  the  eldest;  Jo< 
seph  resides  in  the  city  of  Rock  Island,  Illi- 
nois; James  makes  his  home  in  Kingfisher, 
Oklahoma;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jingles  is  living 
on  a  farm  in  Fremont  county;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  James  Dickman,  of  Rock  Island;  Is- 
abella married  J.  Allely;  Frank  died  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  leaving  five  children ;  Jen- 
nie is  the  wife  of  M.  Allely,  of  Fremont 
county;  William  is  a  prominent  business 
man  of  Randolph ;  and  Isaac  died  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  leaving  four  children,  two  now 
living. 

The  boyhood  days  of  John  H.  Johnston 
were  quietly  passed  under  the  parental  roof. 
He  recei\-ed  a  good,  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Canada,  and  when 
twenty-three  years  of  age  accompanied  his 
l^arents  on  their  removal  to  Illinois,  where  he 
assisted  in  the  development  of  his  father's 
farm.  He  afterward  rented  land  and  en-t 
gaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account,  also 
working  at  the  carpenter's  trade.     In  1856 


he  was  married  and  two  years  later  he  re- 
moved to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  he 
followed  carpentering  and  for  four  years 
was  an  overseer  on  a  sugar  plantation.  Re- 
turning to  the  Crescent  city,  he  was  then  en- 
gaged in  ship-carpentering  and  was  also  em- 
ployed in  a  sugar  refinery.  During  the  wan 
of  the  rebellion  the  Confederates  compelled 
him  to  join  the  home  guards.  He  had  to 
drill  in  the  evening  twice  each  week,  but  he 
managed  to  keep  out  of  all  battles,  and 
when  Farragut  reached  that  portion  of  the 
country  his  compulsory  military  service  was 
ended. 

He  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  until 
1883,  when  he  came  to  Fremont  county, 
Iowa,  and  purchased  a  farm,  wdiich  he  ope- 
rated for  two  years.  He  then  rented  his 
place  and  came  to  Randolph  and  here  re- 
sumed work  at  carpentering.  At  first  he 
lived  in  a  rented  house,  but  afterward  erect- 
ed a  commodious  residence,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  Selling  his  farm,  he  invest- 
ed the  proceeds  in  business  here  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  S.  T.  Rhode  & 
Company,  dealers  in  lumber,  hardware  and 
agricultural  implements.  They  have  an  ex- 
tensive trade,  which  is  constantly  increasi 
ing,  and  they  enjoy  an  unassailable  reputa-i 
tion  for  honesty  in  business  circles.  Mr. 
Johnston  also  owns  the  brick  bank  building 
of  the  town,  and  is  now  comfortably  situ- 
ated in  good  financial  circumstances.  He 
also  owns  some  vacant  lots  in  Omaha. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  first  married  in  Illi- 
nois, in  1856,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Ann  J.  Mains,  who  was  born  in  Balti- 
more and  went  to  Illinois  during  her  girl- 
hood with  her  parents,  Hugh  and  Jennie 
Mains,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land.    The  father  devoted  his  attention  to 
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aj^ricullural  pursuits,  and  he  and  liis  wife 
<lied  in  Mercer  count}-,  Illinois.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnston  were  born  two  children. 
|o>ci)h  K.,  who  was  reared  ])y  his  grand- 
niotlier  in  llHnois,  came  to  h'reniont  county, 
was  here  married,  and  then  piu'chased  ancl 
operated  a  farm.  In  18CS3  he  left  the  coun- 
ty and  his  present  place  of  residence  is  un- 
known. Elizabeth,  the  younger  child,  is 
the-wife  of  Burdick  Wood,  a  farmer  of  Illi- 
nois. ^Ir.  Johnston  was  again  married,  in 
Xew  Orleans,  January  18,  1864,  his  second 
luiion  being  with  Mary  A.  McPeake,  who 
was  born  in  Coleraine,  Ireland,  April  30, 
1841.  and  during  her  childhood  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents,  John  and 
Lithgo  AlcPeake,  who  took  up  their  abode 
in  Xew  Orleans.  Her  father  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  long  followed  that  trade.  Both 
parents  died  in  1858.  of  yellow  fever.  They 
were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
had  ten  children:  Samuel,  who  died  in 
New  Orleans;  William,  of  Philadelphia; 
John,  of  New  York;  Martha,  who  became 
the  wife  of  R.  W.  Phillips  and  died  in  Mis- 
sissippi;  Mrs.  Johnston;  Thomas  •  B.,  of 
New  Orleans;  Charles  and  R(jbert,  both 
deceased;  ^^latilda,  who  has  passed  away; 
and  Sally,  who  married  but  is  now  deceased. 
Unto  JMr.  and  JMrs.  Johnston  were  born 
nine  children :  ]\Iary,  who  was  born  July 
9,  1865,  and  died  August  2/,  1872;  John 
R..  who  was  born  jMay  19,  1867.  and  died 
August  I,  1872;  Sarah  J.,  who  was  born 
December  30,  1868,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Mozack;  James  D.,  who  was  born  July  31, 
187T.  and  died  on  the  5th  of  July,  1872; 
William  M..  who  was  born  August  13,  1873, 
and  died  August  10,  1878;  Martha  L.,  who 
was  born  December  17.  1875,  and  died  June 
22,    1876;   Emily,   born  August    15,    1879; 


h'rancis  I.,  born  May  19,  1882;  and  Alice 
.\.,  who  was  born  June  27,.  1884,  the  only 
child  of  the  family  who  is  a  native  of  Fre- 
mont county. 

BmiIi  parents  were  reared  in  the  Epis- 
copal faith  and  are  yet  adherents  of  that 
denijmination.  While  at  Xew  Orleans  Mr. 
Johnston  belonged  to  the  Ship  Carpenters' 
Association,  also  to  the  Protestant  Benevo- 
lent Association.  \n  politics  he  has  always 
been  a  stalwart  Democrat,  Init  has  never 
l)een  an  aspirant  for  office.  Mr.  J(jhnston's 
actions  have  during  his  life  been  such  as  to 
distinctively  entitle  him  to  a  place  in  this 
publication,  and  although  his  career  has  not 
been  filled  with  thrilling  incidents,  proba- 
1)1}'  no  biography  published  in  this  book  can 
serve  as  a  better  illustration  to  young  men 
of  the  power  of  honesty  and  integrity  in 
insuring  success. 


LEE  NOTSOX. 

In  this  ai?"e  of  intellectual  acti\'itv.  when 
success  in  the  business  world  depends  ni  •: 
upon  mere  physical  prowess  but  upon  men- 
tal acti\ity,  upon  an  ability  to  master  the 
principles  and  details  of  any  enterprise  and 
guide  its  course  away  from  the  rocks  ot 
disaster  to  the  safe  harbor  of  success,  the 
work  of  the  educator  has  become  of  e\en 
greater  importance  than  ever  before.  Oc 
cupying  a  prominent  rank  among  the  edu- 
cators of  this  section  of  the  state  is  Pro- 
fessor Lee  Notson.  the  well-known  county 
superintendent  of  Fremont  county. 

A  native  of  Iowa,  he  was  born  in  De- 
catur county,  September  14.  1871.  a  son 
of  Robert  P.  S.  and  Xancy  Louisa  (  Ed- 
miston)  Xotson.  He  was  brought  by  his 
parents   to   h^remont   comity   in    1874.      Re- 
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ceiving  a  good  practical  education  in  the 
schools  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  Fremont  and 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  he  is  well  fitted  for  his 
chosen  profession.  When  only  twenty-two 
years  of  age  he  received  the  nomination  on 
the  Populist  ticket  for  county  superintend- 
ent of  public  schools,  and  two  years  later 
his  name  w^as  again  placed  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  as  a  candidate  for  the  same 
office.  Both  times  he  was  defeated,  but 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six  ^^ears  he  was  elected 
to  that  position,  and  re-elected  two  years 
later,  being  the  present  incumbent.  He  has 
ever  been  an  advocate  of  progress  and  re- 
form, and  has  made  many  needed  changes  in 
the  public-school  system  since  he  came  into 
office.  His  first  presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Grover  Cleveland  in  1892,  and  he  has 
always  affiliated  with  the  Democracy. 

November  28,  1897,  Mr.  Notson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  J.  Rosseau, 
a  native  of  this  county  and  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  T.  and  Luraney  A.  (Watts)  Ros- 
seau. Of  this  union  there  has  been  born 
one  cliild,  Leah  G.,  born  April  22,  1900. 


WILLL\M  W.  GAYLORD. 

William  Wallace  Gaylord,  who  carries  on 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Green  township, 
Fremont  county,  ^^■as  born  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  New  York,  September  30,  1832. 
His  father,  E.  B.  Gaylord,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  near  Amherst  College, 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1806,  and  was  a 
son  of  Elijah  Gaylord,  whose  father  came 
from  England  to  America  and  was  of 
French  lineage.  The  grandmother  of  our 
subject  was  also  of  the  same  nationality. 
Elijah  Gaylord  w^as  twice  married  and  by 
the  first  union  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 


E.  B.  Gaylord  being  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  The  mother  died  in  early  woman- 
hood and  by  his  second  marraige  ]\Ir.  Gay- 
lord had  five  children.  As  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood he  followed  carpentering  and  farming 
and  died  about  1834,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  Having  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity  the  father  of  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Frederickson, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  in  which  state 
her  parents  were  married.  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Gaylord  had  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
reached  years  of  maturity,  while  three  sons 
and  three  daughters  are  yet  living.  The 
parents  came  to  Fremont  county  in  1846 
and  located  in  Sidney  township,  before  the 
town  of  Sidney  was  established.  From  Illi- 
nois they  journeyed  w'estward  by  team,  hav- 
ing two  covered  wagons  drawn  by  three 
yoke  of  oxen.  They  made  the  trip  in  regu- 
lar emigrant  style,  being  two  months  upon 
the  way.  After  camping  for  two  months  on 
Little  Mosquito  creek  they  came  to  Fre- 
mont county,  taking  up  their  abode  five 
miles  south  of  the  home  of  our  subject. 
There  the  father  built  a  rude  log  cabin,  16x16 
feet,  with  puncheon  floor,  clay  fire-place  and 
mud-and-stick  chimne}-.  He  secured  a 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and 
made  his  home  thereon  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  sold  that  property  and  came  to 
the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  now  re- 
sides, entering  from  the  government  a  half- 
section  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  one  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter  per  acre.  Throughout 
his  remaining  days  he  was  connected  with 
the  business  interests  of  Fremont  county, 
being  well  known  as  an  enterprising  agri- 
culturist. He  died  September  27,  1873,  and 
his  wife,  sur\'iving  him  about  ten  years, 
passed  away  on  the  27th  of  December,  1883. 
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William  Wallace  Gaylord  was  reared  in 
a  village  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  years,  the 
family  having  emigrated  westwanl  to  that 
place  about  1838.  He  received  but  limited 
educational  privileges  and  remained  at  home 
luilil  twenty-two  years  of  age.  His  father 
was  a  shoemaker  and  lie  followed  that  pur- 
suit to  some  extent.  Later  he  worked  at 
carpentering,  having  special  ability  in  that 
Hne.  He  early  manifested  a  marked  me- 
chanical genius  and  his  very  efficient  ser- 
vices enal)led  him  always  to  command  good 
positions  in  the  line  of  his  trade.  Through- 
out the  years  of  his  business  career  he  always 
followed  carpentering  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1855,  Mr.  Gay- 
lord  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah 
Johnson,  of  Knox  county,  Illinois.  Unto 
them  were  born  four  children :  Edith,  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  Prathen,  of  Oklahoma, 
by  whom  she  has  four  children ;  Hattie, 
who  was  born  in  1858,  and  became  the  wife 
of  William  Dawson,  after  wdiich  she  mar- 
ried R.  B.  Tucker,  and  died  March  6,  1890. 
leaving  four  children ;  William  W^,  wdio  re- 
sides upon  the  home  farm,  and  who  married 
Miss  Laura  A.  Gray,  of  Thurman,  by  whom 
he  has  a  little  daughter.  Ruby  Mirth;  and 
A.  D.,  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  three  children.  The  mother 
was  onl}^  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  and  she  died  in  early 
womanhood.  Two  of  her  children  died  in 
infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
^\v.  Gaylord  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  ^liss  Frances  Badham, 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
but  three  died  in  infancy  and  those  yet  living 
are   Leonora,     who    engaged    in    teaching 
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in  Shenandoah,  and  Alma,  a  farmer  of 
(Jreen  township,  Fremont  county,  who  is 
married  and  has  one  son.  In  1879  ^^^'-  Gay- 
lord  was  again  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife. 

In  his  ix)litical  affiliations  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  has  filled  a  mnnber  of  public  offices, 
discharging  his  duties  with  promptness  and 
fidelity.  He  has  served  as  constable,  mad 
supervisor  and  school  trustee.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  and 
has  served  as  one  of  its  elders.  For  twelve 
years  he  was  connected  with  business  affairs 
as  a  coal  and  wood  dealer  in  Shenandoah. 
He  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Green  township.  In  1892 
he  sold  his  eighty-acre  farm  in  this  neigh- 
liorhood,  which  was  a  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, and  is  the  only  portion  which  has 
passed  from  the  possession  of  the  family. 
Honorable  dealing  has  ever  won  for  him  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  men 
and  his  sterling  worth  has  gained  for  him 
the  high  regard  of  many  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated.  He  has  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance in  Fremont  county  and  his  circle  of 
friends  is  extensive. 


BEXJAMIX  F.  STUBBS. 

Benjamin  F.  Stubbs,  who  follows  farm- 
ing on  section  15,  Green  township.  Fremont 
county,  was  born  in  Decatur,  Indiana,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1838,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  England,  where  occurred  the  birth  of  his 
paternal  grandfather,  the  Rev.  William 
Stubbs.  He  became  a  minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren  church  and  labored  most  of 
his  life  in  Indiana.  He  reared  ten  children, 
three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  married  and  have   families,   while  one 
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uncle  and  three  aunts  are  still  living,  the 
former  being  Josiah,  a  mechanic,  who  is 
living  at  an  advanced  age  in  Kansas.  The 
grandparents  both  died  in  the  Hoosier  state, 
the  grandfather  in  1849,  when  about  sev- 
enty years  of  age,  while  his  widow,  suri 
viving  him  until  about  1855,  had  almost 
reached  her  four-score  years  when  called  to 
the  home  beyond. 

Jesse  Stubbs,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Preble  county,   Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 10,  181 2,  and  was  reared  amidst  the  re> 
fining  influences  of  a  good  Christian  home. 
In  the  year  1836  he  married  Miss  Isabella 
Soladay,  who  was  born  in  that  state  about 
1810.     They  spent  their  entire  married  life 
in  Union    and    Decatur    counties,  Indiana, 
and   the   father   followed   carpentering   and 
building  in  order  to  provide   for  the  sup- 
port  of   his   wife   and   five   children,    three 
sons  and  two  daughters  :   A\'illiam  Harrison, 
the  eldest  of  the  children,  received  excellent 
educational  privileges  and  became    a    very 
successful  school-teacher ;  he  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  years,   in   Edgar  count}^,   Illi- 
nois, leaving  an  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Julia 
Hickland,   a     widow    residing    in     Illinois; 
Benjamin  Franklin,  of  this  review,  second 
of  the  family;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Harrison  Miller,  of  Douglas  coun- 
ty,  Missouri,   now  having  a  large   family) 
Sylvester  A.,  of  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  who 
is  an  invalid  and  a  pensioner  of  the  Civil 
war:  he  has  one  daughter  living;  and  An- 
geline,  who  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Hornidy  and  both  are  now  deceased,  leav- 
ing five  children.     Mrs.  Stubbs.  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  passed  away  in  1866,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  now  sleeps  by 
the  side  of  her  husband  in  Vermilion  cem-- 
eterv. 


In  the  subscription  schools,  common  at 
that  time,  Benjamin  F.  Stubbs  acquired  his 
education,  his  privileges  being  rather  lim- 
ited. His  training  at  farm  labor,  however, 
was  not  meager,  for  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough  to  handle  the  ploW'  he  took  his  place 
in  the  fields  and  was  thus  engaged  in  the 
work  of  plowing,  planting  and  harvesting 
until  the  farm  work  of  the  year  was  over. 
He  did  not  leave  home  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age  and  gave  his  assistance  to  his 
parents.  Early  in  1865  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  of  the  Fifty-first 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  fall 
of  that  year.  The  regiment  went  to  Texas 
after  Kirby  Smith.  He  escaped  the  mis- 
siles of  death  and  the  experiences  in  the 
hospitals  and  prisons,  and  after  receiving 
an  honorable  discharge  was  mustered  out 
at  Camp  Erwire,  Texas.  He  now  receives 
a  pension  from  the  government  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  services. 

In  December,  i860,  Mr.  Stul^bs  was 
united  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Hettie  Cassle, 
who  was  born  in  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  on 
January  23,  1842,  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Lodemah  (Cusick)  Cassle.  In  1870 
they  left  their  Illinois  home  and  in  October 
of  that  year  came  to  Iowa,  driving  across 
the  country  with  a  team  of  horses  and  a 
covered  w-agon.  At  night  they  camped  out 
along  the  wayside,  and  had  a  tedious  journey 
of  five  weeks  in  stormy  weather  and  over 
bad  roads.  Mr.  Stubbs  had  operated  rented 
land  in  Illinois,  and  after  coming  to  Fre- 
mont county  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
river-bottom  land  at  tw^enty-five  dollars  per 
acre,  near  the  town  of  Percival,  Benton 
township,  and  there  he  carried  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
As  the  years  passed  his  financial  resources 
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Steadily  increased,  owing  to  his  well-directed 
efforts. 

On  the  j8th  of  March,  1900,  'Mw 
Stubbs  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  who  died  on  that  date,  leaving 
two  sons  and  two  daughters :  Lodema  Isa- 
bcllc.  llic  wife  of  L.  P.  Hummel  and  with 
their  daughter  residing  upon  the  old  home 
farm:  John  H.,  also  a  farmer  of  this  coun- 
ty; Will  1 1..  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm 
of  one  lunulrcil  and  thirty-eight  acres,  which 
he  purchased  in  1897,  and  who  was  mar- 
ried March  16,  1892,  to  jMiss  Ida  Draden : 
She  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  M.  11.  ami  Sarah  Ann  (Spencer) 
Braden.  Her  mother  died  in  February, 
1868,  at  th  eage  of  thirty-three  years,  leav- 
ing four  children,  namely :  Court,  who  is 
living  in  Elliott,  Iowa;  Carrie,  the  wife  of 
\\'alter  Jackson,  of  Malvern,  Iowa;  Mrs, 
Stubbs;  and  Grant,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Coburg.  Mr.  Braden.  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  married  Mrs.  Joe  Fulkreth,  a 
widow,  who  has  been  a  most  worthy  wife 
and  kind  step-mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs 
have  no  children.  Myrtle,  the  fourth  mem- 
ber  of  his  father's  family,  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  Broderich,  of  Fairfield,  Nebraska.  | 
The  last  named  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lin- 
coln Normal  School.  The  children  were  all 
pj^ovided  with  good  educational  prixileges 
and  all  have  been  successful  teachers. 

Mr.  Stubbs  and  his  wife  and  children 
have  all  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Since  the  death  of  his 
wife  he  has  made  his  home  with  his  son 
Will  II.,  who  is  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing on  the  splendid  farm  on  section  15, 
Green  township.  lie  makes  a  specialty  of 
the  raising  of  corn  and  hogs,  and  annually 
grows  about  three  thousand  bushels  of  corn 


and  sells  annually  about  one  hundred  and 
lifly  head  of  Poland  China  hogs,  Mr.  Stubbs 
has  enjoyed  a  successful  business  career, 
his  energy  and  enterpri.se  bringing  to  him 
creditable  success.  He  has  ever  been  found 
true  to  his  duties  of  citizenship  and  to  the 
trust  rep<jsed  in  him. 


CARL  LUXDFFN. 

To  a  student  of  biography  there  is  noth- 
ing more  interesting  than  to  examine  the 
lile  history  of  a  self-made  man,  and  to  de- 
tect the  elements  of  character  which  have 
enabled  him  to  pass  on  the  highway  of  life 
many  of  the  campanions  of  his  youth  who 
at  the  outset  of  their  careers  were  more  ad- 
vantageously equipi)ed  or  endowed.  The 
subject  of  this  review  has  through  his  own 
exertions  attained  an  honorable  position  and 
marked  prestige  among  the  representative 
men  of  the  west,  and  with  signal  consisten- 
cy it  may  be  said  that  he  is  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes,  and  one  whose  success 
amply  justifies  the  application  of  the  some- 
what hackneyed  but  most  expressive  title, 
"a  self-made  man." 

Mr.  Lundeen  resides  on  section  11, 
Green  township,  Fremont  county.  He  was 
born  in  Sweden  on  the  6th  of  August,  1850, 
and  when  only  five  years  of  age  lost  his  fa- 
ther. Carl  Lundeen,  Sr.,  who  was  a  gov-« 
ernment  tailor.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Andrew  Anderson,  who  long  served  as 
a  soldier  and  died  about  1861.  The  father 
had  four  sisters,  but  no  brothers.  The  sub- 
ject (^f  this  review  has  but  one  brother.  Fred 
Lundeen.  who  resides  in  Nebraska  and  has 
laroe  mining  interests  in  the  west.  The 
subject  of  this  review  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  land  of  his 
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nativity  and  then  determined  to  seek  a  home 
and  fortune  beyond  the  Atlantic  where 
greater  opportunities  were  afforded  to  the 
youno-  men  of  determination  and  ambition. 
In  September,  1872,  he  sailed  for  the  new 
world,  arriving  in  Tabor  without  capital 
save  his. strong  right  arm  and  determined 
purpose.  He  began  working  by  the  month 
and  was  thus  employed  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  purchased  a  team  of  horses  and 
a  wagon  and  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count on  rented  land,  and  thus,  with  the 
capital  which  he  had  acquired  through  his 
own  efforts,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Green  tow  ship,  Fremont  county,  making  a 
payment  of  five  hundred  dollars  upon  the 
place,  which  was  sold  to  him  for  nineteen 
hundred  dollars.  His  economy  and  indus- 
try soon  enabled  him  to  meet  the  other  pay- 
ments, and  after  three  years  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  ad- 
ditional. Soon,  however,  he  sold  his  first 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  at  a  handsome 
profit,  and  upon  his  remaining  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  he  resided  until 
1 89 1,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  at  the 
present  home,  where  he  has  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  which  he  had  purchased 
the  previous  year,  paying  thirty-five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  one  hundred  and  ten  acres. 
In  1896  he  gave  forty  dollars  per  acre 
for  a  tract  of  thirty  acres.  He  does 
not  owe  a  single  cent  upon  his  fine 
property  and  never  has  he  had  to  have  any 
one  endorse  his  paper,  for  his  honesty  and 
integrity  are  proverbial  among  those  who 
know  him.  His  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  raising  of  corn  and  feeding  of  cattle. 
He  has  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
planted  to  corn  and    buys    annually    from 


eight  to  ten  thousand  bushels.  He  feeds 
from  eight  to  ten  car-loads  of  beef  each 
year  and  has  bred  some  twenty-five  calves^ 
but  buys  most  of  his  stock.  He  is  particu- 
larly successful  in  the  raising  of  hogs  and 
annually  sells  fram  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  head,  receiving  therefor  the 
highest  market  price,  as  they  are  always  of 
the  best  grade  and  in  good  condition. 

AMien  twenty- four  years  of  age  Mr. 
Lundeen  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  6th 
of  July,  1874,  to  Miss  Clara  Peterson, 
whom  he  had  known  in  Sweden  and  who 
came  with  her  parents  to  America  at  the 
same  time  Mr.  Lundeen  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic. They  now  have  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely :  Milda,  at  home ;  Logne, 
who  assists  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm;  Anna,  a  teacher;  Willard,  who  has 
completed  a  college  course  and  is  his  father's 
assistant;  and  Romie,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1903  in  Tabor  College.  All  of 
the  children  have  been  provided  with  a  col- 
lege education,  and  the  family  is  one  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement  as  well  as  prominence. 
The  daughters  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  to  the  support  of  which 
Mr.  Lundeen  contributes  liberally. 

Mr.  Lundeen  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  steadily 
refused  to  accept  office,  preferring  that  his 
attention  shall  be  given  to  his  business  af- 
fairs. Mr.  Lundeen  came  to  this  country 
a  poor  young  man,  but  to-day  he  stands 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Fremont 
county.  His  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond 
and  his  industry  has  been  the  salient  fea- 
ture in  his  prosperity,  enabling  him  to  rise 
from  a  humble  position  to  one  of  afiluence. 
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WILLIAM  L.  15f)(;.\X.  M.  I). 

William  L.  iJogan,  whose  success  as  a 
pliysician  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  is  well 
prepared  by  comprehensive  learning  for  his 
profession  and  applies  himself  most  closely 
to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  is  numbered 
among  the  pioneer  representatives  of  the 
medical  fraternity  in  Fremont  county,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  since  icS^j.  Integ- 
rity, activity  and  energy  have  been  the 
crowning  points  of  success,  and  his  life 
history  most  hajjpily  illustrates  what  may 
be  accomplished  by  faithful  and  continued 
effort   in   carrying  out   an    honest   purpose. 

Dr.  Bogan  was  born  in  Warrick  county, 
Indiana,  near  the  Ohio  river.  March  28, 
1 83 J.  His  father,  Samuel  Bogan,  was  a 
thrifty  and  prosperous  farmer  of  that  locali- 
tv,  but  was  l)orn  near  Wheeling,  West  Vir- 
ginia.  and  was  a  son  of  Levi  Bogan,  who 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  frequently  related  incidents  of  that 
struggle  to  his  little  grandson,  William 
Levi  Bogan.  These  details  the  Doctor  has 
never  forgotten,  and  his  accounts  of  the 
war  which  brought  independence  to  the  na- 
tion are  therefore  authentic.  Samuel  Bo- 
gan was  married  in  Indiana,  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine Clark,  who  proved  to  him  a  faithful 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Clark,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina.  INTr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Bogan  became  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Mary  De  Forrest,  who  is  living  in  Mountain 
View,  California;  William  Levi;  and  Sam- 
uel, deceased.  The  father  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-eight  years,  and  the  mother  was 
married  twice.  Her  second  husband  was  a 
Mr.  Pluck,  and  unto  them  were  born  two 
children  :  Patrick,  who  has  now  passed  away; 


and  .\nn,  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Daily. 
.\fter  the  death  of  her  second  husband  the 
mother  married  Henry  Shrode,  of  Warrick 
county,  Indiana.  Her  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  in  San  Jose,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Dr.  Bogan,  of  this  review,  spent  the 
days  of  his  childhood  and  youth  in  Indiana, 
and  after  acquiring  an  academic  education 
he  entered  Asbury  University,  where  he 
completed  his  literary  course.  He  studied 
medicine  under  J.  R.  Tillman,  of  Warrick 
county,  Indiana,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  Uni- 
versity, at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  with  the  class  of 
1856,  winning  high  honors.  Opening  an 
office  in  Lynnville,  Indiana,  he  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  practice  until  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  raised  a 
company,  which  joined  the  Xinety-flrst  In- 
diana Infantry  and  of  which  he  was  electee! 
captain.  He  served  for  a  time  in  active 
field  duty  and  later  was  assigned  to  the  po-« 
sition  of  assistant  surgeon.  Subsequently, 
howe\er,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  on  the 
field,  but  ultimately  was  oliliged  to  tender 
his  resignation  on  account  of  paralysis, 
from  which  he  suffered  in  1864  and  from 
which  he  never  fully  recovered.  Returning 
to  his  home  in  Indiana,  he  resumed  the 
])ractice  of  medicine  there  and  remained  in 
the  state  of  his  nativity  until  1868,  when 
he  removed  to  ^Montevallo,  \'ernon  county, 
Missouri,  where  he  engaged  in  practice  for 
four  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  pe- 
riod he  came  to  Hamburg,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  soon  he  took  front  rank 
among  the  practitioners  of  Fremont  county, 
a  position  which  he  has  since  maintained. 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  Dubois  coun- 
ty,  Indiana,   in   1858,   to  Miss  Syrenia   M. 
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Aust,  a  lady  of  superior  culture  and  refine- 
ment, who  to  him  has  been  a  faithful  wife 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey.  vShe  is  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Matilda  (Allen) 
Aust,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee, but,  having  removed  to  the  Hoosier 
state,  they  reared  their  family  there.  Unto 
the  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
seven  children,  namely :  C.  P.,  an  influen- 
tial business  man  of  Omaha,  Nebraska; 
William  S.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  confec- 
tionery business  in  Hamburg;  Mrs.  Matil- 
da Catherine  Taylor,  who  is  living  on  Mc- 
Kissick's  Island,  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Bertha 
]\Iay  Sturgeon,  of  Hamburg,  Iowa,  whose 
husband  is  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing; Mrs.  Mary  Louise  Green,  of  Ham- 
burg; Nellie  A.,  the  wife  of  Paul  Dean,  a 
railroad  agent  at  Hamburg:  and  James  W., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in 
Hamburg. 

The  Doctor  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party  and  believes  most  firmly  in  its  prin-< 
ciples.  He  once  became  a  candidate  for 
representative,  and,  though  he  met  defeat 
on  account  of  the  great  Democratic  strength 
in  this  locality,  he  succeeded  in  reducing 
the  usual  Democratic  majority  of  four  hun- 
dred and  seventeen.  Such  a  defeat  amount- 
ed almost  to  a  victory  and  plainly  indicates 
Dr.  Bogan's  personal  popularity  and  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
townsmen.  Prominent  in  Masonic  circles, 
he  was  made  a  Mason  in  Booneville,  Indi- 
ana, and  he  now  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge, 
council  and  chapter,  to  Bruce  Command- 
ery,  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  and  to  Moilah  Tem- 
ple of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri.  He  is  a  worthy  follower  of  the 
ancient  fraternity,  taking  an  active  part  in 


its  work  and  upbuilding,  and  many  times 
he  has  been  called  to  office  by  his  brethren. 
In  the  council  he  has  served  as  thrice  illus-* 
trious  master,  and  in  the  chapter  as  high 
priest.  The  beneficent  principles  of  the  fra- 
ternity are  exemplified  in  his  life  and  have 
gained  for  him  the  high  regard  not  only 
of  his  brethren  of  the  order  but  of  those 
outside  the  craft. 


THOMAS  J.  JOHNSON. 

Thomas  J.  Johnson  is  one  of  the  honored 
veterans  of  the  Ci\'il  war  who  upon  the 
field  of  battle  wore  the  blue  and  loyally 
aided  in  the  defense  of  the  Union.  He  is 
now  a  representative  of  the  farming,  inter- 
ests of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  citizen 
of  worth,  enjoying  the  high  regard  of  many 
friends.  He  was  born  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1827,  in  Montgomery  county,  Kentucky, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Sarah  (Knox) 
Johnson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the 
same  state.  He  is  of  Scotch  and  German 
lineage  and  is  descended  from  good  old 
Revolutionary  stock,  for  in  both  branches  of 
the  family  are  found  those  who  aided  the 
colonies  in  their  struggle  for  independence. 
Hugh  Johnson,  the  paternal  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  at  an 
early  day  in  the  development  of  Kentucky 
removed  to  the  "dark  and  bloody  ground," 
where  he  served  as  a  soldier  under  General 
Wing.  He  also  aided  in  opening  up  that 
state  to  civilization  and  in  performing  the 
arduous  task  of  laying  the  foundation  for 
its  future  prosperity  and  progress.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  lived  to  an  advanced  old  age. 
On  the  maternal  side  the  ancestry  of  the 
family  can  be  traced  back  to  George  Knox, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
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served  as  cliiet  of  arlillcrv  with  George 
\\'asliingt()ii  lliroug-hout  the  Revolutionary 
war.  lie  lived  to  be  a  very  old  man.  The 
father  of  our  subject  died  in  Kentucky,  at 
tlie  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  the  \ 
mother  passed  away  in  the  same  state,  after 
attaining  the  very  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  She  was  an  own  cousin  of  Mrs. 
JetTerson  Davis. 

Thomas  J.  Johnson  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  151ue  Grass  state, 
remaining  in  his  parents'  home  and  assisting 
in  the  work  of  tlie  farm.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  began  farming  on  liis  own  ac- 
count, and  his  practical  experience  in  that 
line  well  fitted  him  for  the  duties  which 
thus  devoh'ed  upon  him.  A'fter  renting 
land  for  some  time  he  purchased  a  farm 
with  liis  savings  of  former  years,  and  as  a 
comi)anion  and  helpmeet  on  life's  journey 
he  chose  Miss  Mary  Hall,  their  marriage 
being  celebrated  on  the  18th  of  October, 
1S43.  Tlie  lady  w^as  a  daughter  of  Brazer 
antl  Sarah  (Hammonds)  Hall,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Alabama.  Her  pa- 
ternal grantl father  was  Major  Hall,  who 
won  his  title  l)y  his  service  in  the  war  o£ 
the  Revolution.  Her  maternal  grandfather 
was  also  a  soldier  in  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, and  both  lived  t(^  a  ripe  old  age. 

Mr.  Johnson  continued  his  farming 
operations  in  Kentucky  until  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war.  when  he  aided  in  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  which  his  ancestors  had  as- 
sisted in  establishing.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  trouble  he  gave  his  influence  on  the 
side  of  the  national  government  at  Wash- 
ington, and  throughout  the  period  of  hos- 
tilities he  served  with  the  Twenty-fourth  | 
Kentucky  Regiment  of  Infantry,  being  mus-  1 
tered  in  at  Lexington.     He  participated  in  : 


many  of  the  most  hotly-contested  engage- 
ments of  the  war.  He  was  severely  wound- 
ed in  the  siege  of  Kncjxville,  a  large  buck- 
shot and  three  other  shots  were  imbedded 
in  his  hip  and  carried  away  a  large  portion 
of  the  pelvic  bone.  He  was  afterward 
wounded  by  the  concussion  of  a  cannon- 
ball  and  had  to  remain  in  the  hospital  fur 
about  six  months  before  he  was  able  to  take 
up  his  duties.  In  J  865  he  was  mustered  out, 
and  with  a  very  creilitable  war  record  he 
returned  to  his  home. 

In  1S83  Mr.  Johnson  came  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Millj 
county,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  ha^  valualjle  farming  interests,  being 
to-day  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-one acres  of  rich  land,  which  is  under 
a  high  state  oi  cultivation,  the  productixe 
soil  yielding  excellent  harvests.  L'pon  the 
place  are  all  the  mode^^n  accessories  and 
con\eniences  of  the  model  farm  of  the 
twentieth  century,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty 
appearance  indicates  the  careful  supervision 
of  an  enterprising  owner.  The  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  has  been  blessed 
with  seven  ciiildren,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Sarah,  the  fourth  in  oriler  of  birth^ 
all  are  yet  living,  the  others  being  Henry, 
who  has  l)een  engaged  in  running  the  h.:me 
farm;  Alice,  now  the  wife  of  J«)hn  Allen; 
Huuii.  who  is  at  home;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  I'hilip  Allen;  Lucy,  now  the  wife  of  J. 
C.  Buckingham ;  Clara,  who  married  Ed  Do 
Lashmutt;  and  W.  M.,  who  completes  the 
family.  Mr.  Johnson  has  given  his  children 
good  educational  privileges,  thus  fitting 
them  for  life's  practical  and  responsible  du- 
ties. The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found 
in  him  a  warm  friend,  and  he  has  df)ne  effect- 
ive  service   in   its  behalf   while   serving   a3 
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school  director.  He  filled  that  position  for 
a  number  of  years  and  is  now  school  treas- 
urer. He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  in  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican,  exercising  his  right  of  franchiso 
in  support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  that 
party.  His  has  been  a  busy  and  useful  life, 
and  at  all  times  he  has  been  found  as  true 
to  the  duties  of  citizenship  as  when  he  fol- 
lowed the  old  flag  upon  the  battle-fields  of 
the  south. 


ALPHONSO  V.   PENN. 

Among  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Sidney.  Iowa,  is  Alphonso  V.  Penn,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
^^''ashington  county.  Pennsylvania,  in  185 1, 
and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  John  M.  and  Emily 
(Ricky)  Penu;,  the  latter  still  a  resident  of 
Sidney,  Iowa.  Dr.  Penn  came  from  Penn- 
sylvania ancestors,  as  did  his  wife,  the}- 
both  coming  from  that  state  in  1856  and  lo- 
catinof  in  Fremont  countv,  Iowa.  Dr.  Penn 
was  a  very  prominent  physician  of  Sid- 
ney until  the  loss  of  his  eyesight  in  1876. 
He  was  a  son  of  a  man  of  education,  having 
read  medicine  at  ^^'aynesburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  misfortune  A\hich  fell  upon 
him  was  felt  keenly  by  his  patients  as  well 
as  by  himself.  He  opened  the  Penn  drug 
store  in  1862  and  now  this  is  one  of  the 
institutions  of  the  city.  The  death  of  Dr. 
Penn  occurred  in  1896,  when  he  passed  out 
of  life,  regretted  by  a  very  large  circle  of 
friends. 

Our  subject  studied  pharmacy  and  since 
1884  has  owned  and  conducted  the  stort 
established  by  his  lamented  father.  He  was 
reared    and    educated    in    Sidney    and    has 


watched  its  wonderful  growth  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Penn  took  place  in 
this  city,  in  1874,  to  Miss  Zinzie  Gray,  the 
daughter  of  John  B.  Gray.  Two  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penn,  the  eldest, 
named  May,  dying  in  1900;  a  son,  Valdez 
Penn,  born  in  1887,  still  surviving. 

Our  subject  is  a  staunch  Democrat, 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  party,  and 
is  the  chairman  of  the  Democratic  central 
committee,  of  Fremont  county.  He  is  now 
acceptably  filling  the  office  of  school  direc- 
tor. Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  K.  of 
P.  and  Mrs.  Penn  is  a  valued  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  They  belong  to  the 
class  of  the  most  respected  residents  of  Sid- 
ney. 


JAMES  K.  P.  GOODFELLOW. 

Farming  and  stock-raising  form  an  im- 
portant element  in  the  business  activity  of 
Fremont  county,  and  of  this  line  James  K. 
P.  Goodfellow  is  a  prominent  representa- 
tive. He  is  a  successful  man  whose  deter- 
mined purpose  has  overcome  all  obstacles 
and  difficulties  in  his  path,  enabling  him  to 
advance  steadily  on  the  high  road  to  suc- 
cess. He  was  born  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  Au- 
gust 26,  1844,  ^i''*^^  is  of  Irish  lineage,  for 
his  paternal  grandfather,  William  Rufus 
Goodfellow,  was  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  He  married  a  Miss  Allison,  became 
a  Pennsylvania  farmer  and  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  locating  in  Wayne  county^ 
near  Wooster,  where  he  reared  his  family 
of  three  sons  and  three  daughters  of  whom 
one  daughter  is  still  living.  The  grand- 
father died  in  1866,  when  eighty  years  of 
age.      His    son,    Matthew  A.   Goodfellow, 
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was  horn  in  Center  county.  Pennsylvania, 
in  1809,  but  was  reared  in  Ohio,  lie  mar- 
ried Drucilla  Culhertson,  who  was  horn  in 
Westmoreland  county.  Pennsylvania,  but 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  the  Buck- 
eye state,  where  their  eleven  children  were 
born.  Eight  of  the  number  reached  years 
of  maturity,  and  those  still  living  are  Hugh 
C.  a  leading  commercial  traveler  who  re- 
sides in  Chicago  and  has  a  wife  and  one 
son;  Drucilla  L.,  the  widow  of  Edgar  Miles, 
of  Denison,  Iowa :  and  James  K.  P.,  of  this 
review.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1853, 
while  the  father's  death  occurred  in  south- 
ern Illinois  in  1881.  He  was  for  some  years 
a  resident  of  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  and  for 
one  term  represented  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature,  having  been  elected  to  that  office 
on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

At  his  parental  home  James  K.  P.  Good- 
fellow  was  reared,  early  becoming  familiar 
with  the  duties  and  labors  of  the  farm.  In 
March,  1862,  when  but  seventeen  years  of 
age.  he  offered  his  services  to  the  govern- 
ment as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  army,  en- 
listing at  St.  Louis  in  the  Fifth  Missouri 
Cavalry  for  three  years.  He  served  for 
three  years  and  one  month,  and  returned 
to  his  home  before  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  was  on  active  duty  in  ^lissouri 
and  Arkansas,  and  manifested  loyalty  and 
bravery  equal  to  that  of  the  veteran  of  twice 
his  years.  After  his  return  from  the  front 
he  spent  three  years  as  a  student  in  Tabor 
College,  and  was  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  for  several  terms  in  Mills  county, 
Iowa. 

On  the  6th  of  August.  1869.  Mr.  Good- 
fellow  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
M.  Hurlhutt.  who  resided  in  Mills  county, 
near  Tabor,  but  was  born   in   Ohio.     Her 


parents  were  R.  H.  and  Arvilla  (Mead) 
llurlbutt.  l)oth  natives  of  Ohio,  whence 
they  came  to  Iowa  in  1853.  Mrs,  Good- 
fellow  was  one  of  four  children  and  was 
educated  in  Tabor  College.  By  her  mar- 
riage she  became  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  died  in  infancy,  the  re- 
maining eight  being  as  follows :  Frederick 
H..  a  stockman  of  western  Nebraska,  who 
has  a  wife  and  one  son;  Hugh  C,  now  a 
student  of  Tabor  College;  Ralph  A,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  stock  business  with  his  bro- 
ther in  Nebraska;  Eunice  M.,  who  is  pur- 
suing the  study  of  piano  and  violin  music; 
and  James.  Elsie  A.,  Fanchon  and  Robert, 
aged  respectively  fourteen,  ten,  seven  and 
three  years. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Good  fellow  has 
engaged  in  feeding  stock,  fattening  over  five 
hundred  head  of  good  cattle  last  year  and 
also  shipping  several  car-loads  of  hogs,  and 
in  connection  with  his  two  sons  he  owns 
about  four  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Ne- 
braska, where  they  have  over  six  hundred 
head  of  cattle  and  one  hundred  head  of 
graded  Norman  horses.  Now,  the  winter  of 
1900- 1,  our  subject  is  feeding  two  hundred 
head  of  cattle  near  Tabor,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  successful  stockmen  of  south- 
western Iowa.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of 
stock,  which  enables  him  to  make  judicious 
investments:  and  as  his  methods  of  feeding 
are  of  the  l)est  he  commands  a  ready  sale 
and  good  prices  on  the  markets. 

In  1896  he  came  to  Tabor  in  order  to 
provide  better  educational  privileges  for  his 
children.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  .socially  he  is  connected  with  Mil- 
ton Summers  Post.  G.  A.  R..  of  Malvern, 
thus  maintaining  pleasant  relations  with  his 
old  armv  comrades.     His  business  ability, 
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keen  insight  and  sagacity  and  his  unfalter- 
ing perseverance  have  enabled  him  to  make 
steady  progress  on  the  high  road  to  pros- 
perity, and  he  is  now  accounted  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 


MRS.  ELISHEBA  T.  GOODE. 

Mrs.  Elisheba  T.  Goode  resides  on  a 
farm  on  section  32,  Rawles  township.  Mill.- 
county,  and  is  the  widow  of  John  Goode, 
who  died  on  the  homestead  farm  here  on 
the  1 6th  of  January,  1889,  at  the  age  ot 
seventy-two  years  and  ten  months.  He- 
was  born  in  Northamptonshire,  England, 
and  was  a  mason  by  trade,  serving  an  ap 
prenticeship  of  seven  years  to  that  occupa- 
tion. He  accjuired  a  common-school  edu- 
cation and  throughout  his  life  was  a  well- 
informed  man,  keeping  in  touch  with  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day  through 
reading,  while  experience  and  observation 
has  added  to  his  knowledge.  Ere  he  left 
his  native  land  he  married  Miss  Elisheba 
Thompson,  who  also  was  born  in  North- 
amptonsliire,  in  181 5.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  Goode  engaged  in  contracting  in  his  na- 
tive county  for  a  time  and  afterward  re 
moved  to  London,  where  he  followed  the 
same  business  for  eleven  3^ears  or  until  1852, 
when  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
new  world  and  thus  test  the  various  reports 
he  had  heard  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goode  sailed  from  Eng- 
land and  after  ten  weeks  spent  upon  the 
broad  Atlantic  arrived  at  New  York,  whence 
they  made  their  way  to  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio.  There  Mr.  Goode  followed  his  trade 
in  Cleveland,  and  he  also  owned  a  small 
farm  in  the  Buckeye  state,   which   he  sold 


in  1867  prior  to  his  removal  to  Iowa.  Ou 
the  1 2th  of  April  of  that  year  he  arrived  in 
Tabor,  where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
during  which  time  he  erected  the  first  brick 
residence  in  the  town.  He  came  to  the  old 
homestead  farm  thirty-one  years  ago  and 
purchased  ninety  acres  of  land,  for  which  he 
paid  five  dollars  per  acre.  To  do  this  he 
had  to  incur  an  indebtedness,  but  soon  it 
was  all  cleared  away  and  by  additional  pur- 
chase he  secured  ninety-three  acres,  paying 
fourteen  dollars  per  acre  for  a  tract  of  forty 
acres  and  eighteen  dollars  for  another  tract 
of  fortv  acres.  From  that  time  until  his 
death  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  the  farm  yielded  to  him 
a  good  return.  He  placed  his  fields  undei' 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  added  many 
substantial  improvements  to  the  place,  which 
became  one  of  the  attractive  properties  of 
the  community. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goode  have  been 
born  thirteen  children,  of  whom  six  sons 
and  five  daughters  reached  mature  years, 
namely:  Lucy,  the  wife  of  Guideme  Tracy, 
of  Elkhart,  Indiana :  Charlotte  A\'eather- 
head.  who  is  living  in  Tabor;  John  T.,  a 
merchant  of  Sidney,  Iowa;  Anna,  the  wife 
of  Freeman  Jones,  of  Tabor;  Joseph.  wIkj 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Phillipi.  the 
widow  of  S.  P.  Graves,  of  Omaha,  and  the 
mother  of  nine  children;  Edward,  a  farmer 
of  Green  township,  Fremont  county,  by 
whom  she  has  four  children;  William,  who 
also  resides  upon  a  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  has  a  wife  and  three  children; 
Frank,  who  is  married  and  resides  upon  the 
old  home  farm ;  Charles,  who  is  married,  has 
three  children  and  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead ;  and  Flora,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Thorn- 
ton, of  Nebraska,  by  whom  she  has  eight 
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children.  There  are  forty-eight  g^randchil- 
dren  and  nine  g"reat-grandchil(h-en.  Of  this 
family  Jt^hn  Cioode  served  in  the  C"i\il  wai 
and  has  heen  in  pnhlic  nl'ticc.  Juscph.  who 
owns  forty  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  was 
always  associated  with  his  father  in  hiisi- 
ness.  He  learned  the  mason's  trade  with 
him  and  together  they  worked  twenty  years 
at  that  occupation.  Joseph  Goode  married 
Caroline  Hershey,  who  was  horn  at  Greai 
Salt  Lake,  Utah,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Hershey,  of  Glenwood,  Iowa.  They  now 
have  two  children :  Lucy  M.  and  Ruby  A., 
aged  respectively  twelve  and  two  years. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Goode, 
of  this  review,  enlisted  from  Cleveland. 
Ohio,  in  the  Squirrel  Hunters'  Regiment  at 
the  time  of  Morgan's  raid.  Tn  liis  political 
views  he  was  a  stalwart  Republican,  always 
voting  for  the  men  and  measures  of  tlic 
party,  while  socially  he  was  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Reorganized  Church 
of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  a  man  faithful  to  every  duty  and  rela- 
tion of  life.  His  widow  is  an  estimable  lad} 
and  still  survives  him,  ruid  thougli  now 
eighty-five  years  of  age  she  still  retains  her 
faculties  unimpaired  and  is  a  bright  and  en- 
tertaining conversationalist. 


IWTRICK  KTLMARTIX. 

Patrick  Kilmartin.  wlio  follows  general 
farming  in  Mills  county,  w'as  born  in  Con- 
naught,  in  the  county  of  Roscommon,  Ire- 
land, his  parents  being  John  and  Ann  (Mar- 
tin) Kilmartin.  In  1850  the  parents  emi» 
grated  with  their  family  to  the  new  world 
reaching  the  shores  of  America  on  the  ist 
of  June.     Taking  up  their  abode  in  Albany, 


Xew  York,  they  there  remained  f>r  about 
se\enteen  years,  removing  on  the  ist  of 
.\pril,  i<Sf)7,  to  Mills  cnnnty,  Iowa.  They 
established  their  home  in  Lyons  township, 
where  the  parents  spent  their  remaining  days, 
the  father's  death  ocurring  on  the  19th  of 
April.  1884,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years 
(;f  age.  while  the  mother  passed  away  May 
10,  1 89 1,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 

At  an  early  age  Patrick  Kilmartin  started 
out  in  business  life  for  himself.  He  has  al- 
ways fiillowcd  farming  and  stock-raising, 
and  in  this  has  been  very  successful.  In 
1 87 1  he  took  up  his  abode  at  his  present 
location,  where  he  owns  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  much  of 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  feeding  and  raising 
stock  and  this  branch  of  his  business  brings 
to  him  a  good  return.  He  is  a  good  judge  of 
stock,  and  in  all  of  his  work  he  is  progres- 
si\e,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  thus 
prosperity  attends  his  labors. 

In  Xovember.  1874.  Mr.  Kilmartin  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Wolf, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (  McPher- 
ron)  Wolf,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  the  former  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, while  the  latter  was  of  German  lin- 
eaee.  Cnto  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Kilmartin  have 
been  born  eleven  children,  six  living,  name- 
ly :  Anna  E..  William  G.,  Mary  G.,  .Alfred 
v.,  Joseph  E.,  and  Florence.  Mr.  Kilmartin 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
church  at»:Malvern.  He  votes  the  Republi- 
can ticket  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
issues  of  the  day,  although  he  never  seeks 
or  desires  oftice.  preferring  that  his  time  may 
l)e  giveji  in  an  undivided  manner  to  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  for  it  is  along  that  line  that  ho 
is  working  his  way  steadily  upward  and  prJ*)- 
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viding  for  his  family  the  comforts  and  coni 
veniences  which  go  to  make  life  worth  tha 
living.  He  is  very  highly  esteemed,  is  lib-( 
eral  in  all  his  dealings,  generous  in  disposi- 
tion and  ever  ready  to  assist  or  encourage 
any  public  enterprise.  Upon  such  men  de- 
pend the  advancement  of  all  movements  in- 
tended for  the  general  good  and  the  benefit 
of  the  community. 


MILTON  J.  MARTIN. 

An  old  resident  and  prominent  farmer 
of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  who  has  been  estab- 
lished here  since  1853,  is  Milton  J.  Martin, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Jackson  county,  Ohio,  August  2,  1828,  and 
was  a  son  of  William  and  Jane  (McClin-) 
tock  Martin,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  George  I.  Martin, 
his  ancestry  being  English-Scotch,  and  it 
was  with  him  that  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood. The  maternal  grandparents  were 
William  and  Agnes  (Hanna)  McClintock, 
natives  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Wapello 
county,  Iowa,  at  an  early  day  and  there 
founded  a  famih'  which  is  respected  through- 
out the  state. 

Our  subject  was  deprived  of  his  father 
when  he  was  but  a  small  boy,  and  in  his 
grandfather's  home  he  was  reared  and  sent 
to  schoBl.  Until  1848  he  remained  in 
Ohio,  coming  then  to  Wapello'  county, 
Iowa,  and  in  this  section  of  the  state  he 
lived  until  1853,  when  he  removed  to  Glen- 
wood,  Mills  county,  and  entered  his  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Platteville  township  in   1854. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Parnell,  a  daughter  of  William 
Parnell,  a  native  of  Pennsvlvania,  who  lived 


to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five.  Mr, 
Martin  has  one  sister,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Gib- 
bons, who  is  a  resident  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  He  is  a  leading  and  valued  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  he  has 
been  a  liberal  and  willing  contributor,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  neat  little  chapel 
which  bears  his  name.  This  was  erected 
in  1888  and  is  located  near  his  home. 

Mr.  Martin  has  engaged  extensively  in 
general  farming  and  in  the  raising  of  stock, 
becoming  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Mills  county,  but  he  will  be  best  remembered 
on  account  of  his  personal  character.  His 
benevolence  is  known  far  and  wide,  the  re- 
cipients of  his  charity  numbering  many  who 
would  have  suffered  had  he  not  come  to 
their  rescue  in  true  Christian  spirit.  He 
has  been  an  industrious  man  all  his  life, 
but  has  never  forgotten  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  receive  and  has  willing- 
ly divided  his  substance  with  those  in  mis- 
fortune. He  has  been  a  true  Republican 
all  his  life,  casting  his  first  presidental  vote, 
as  a  Whig,  for  William  Henry  Harrison. 


THOMAS  R.   STEWART. 

One  of  the  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  and  stockmen  of  Anderson  town- 
ship. Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  Thomas  R. 
Stewart,  whose  well-cultivated  farms  and 
fine  stock  give  e\-idence  of  great  prosperity. 
Mr.  Stewart  was  reared  in  Illinois  and  came 
to  Warren  county,  Iowa,  about  1872,  his 
elder  brothers,  Robert  and  John,  having 
located  here  a  few  years  previously.  His 
parents,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stewart,  were 
born  in  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  married 
there.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  father  of  Thomas 
R.,  decided  to  find  a  new  home  for  his  fam- 
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ily  across  the  ocean,  and  sailed  for  America 
in  1847.  Willi  many  other  emigTants  he 
took  passage  in  a  large  vessel  named  the 
Prince  James,  and,  althong-h  they  had  a  very 
rough  voyage,  linally  reached  New  York, 
having  jjeen  thirteen  weeks  on  the  ocean. 
During  this  time  there  had  been  forty-two 
deaths  among  the  passengers.  The  next 
year  Mrs.  Stewart  followed  her  husband, 
bringing  two  children  with  her,  leaving"  one 
little  grave  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  located  in  Liv- 
ingston county,  New  York,  he  engaging  as 
a  farm  hand,  but  in  the  spring  of  1856  he 
moved  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
bought  a  small  piece  of  new  land,  which  he 
started  to  improve;  but  he  was  killed  in  ex- 
cavating a  well  in  the  fall  of  1859,  and  thus 
died  when  only  thirty-six  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Stewart  was  thus  left  with  four  chil- 
dren, the  oldest,  Robert,  only  sixteen  years 
old.  Plowever,  she  was  a  woman  of  great 
force  of  character  and  resolved  to  do  her 
best,  gave  her  children  a  fair  education  and 
struggled  hard  to  keep  her  famliy  together. 
The  boys  worked  out  on  farms  and  assisted 
their  mother  in  every  possible  way,  grow- 
ing up  fine  specimens  of  the  hardy  stock 
from  which  they  sprung.  John  Stewart 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  was  the 
first  one  to  leave  home,  going  south  in  1865. 
He  had  volunteered  in  1862,  but  being  a 
minor,  his  mother  objected  to  his  going 
into  the  army.  In  1868  John  came  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  some  time  and  then  went  to  Cen- 
tral City,  Colorado,  since  which  time  his 
principal  occupation  has  been  mining.  For 
eight  years  he  lived  on  the  Pacific  coast,  in 
Oregon  and  Washington,  but  returned  to 
Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1884,  where  he  remained 


for  two  years  engaged  in  farming,  and  then 
went  lo  -Vebraska,  where  he  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Webster  county. 
Three  years  later  he  sold  this  farm  and  went 
south  again  to  Mijntgomery,  Alabama,  and 
in  that  locality,  in  i)artnershi[)  with  P.  P. 
Johnson,  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  a 
cotton  i^lantation  of  five  hundretl  and  twen- 
ty acres.  Two  years  later  he  came  back 
and  remained  on  the  farm  of  his  brother 
Thomas,  and  then,  feeling  again  the  desire 
for  change,  went  to  old  Mexico,  where  he 
took  up  mining  claims  and  spent  two  sum- 
mers in  gold-mining  in  the  state  of  Sonora. 
In  the  spring  of  1900  he  went  to  Nome 
city,  Alaska,  where  he  has  mining  claims, 
from  which  place  he  returned  home  in  Oc- 
tober, 1900.  He  and  his  wife  are  making 
their  home  with  tlieir  son,  a  merchant  of 
Henderson. 

Mrs.  Stewart's  second  son  to  leave  home 
was  Robert,  who  came  to  Iowa  in  1868, 
locating  in  W'arren  county,  where  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  new  land, 
paying  ten  dollars  per  acre.  He  is  an  able 
farmer  in  ^lontgomery  county  and  has  a 
large  family.  The  only  daughter,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  married  Floyd  Shinn,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Montgomery  county,  and  has 
two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

■  Thomas  R.  Stewart  remained  in  W'ar- 
ren county  one  year  and  then  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Mont- 
gomerv  county,  for  which  he  paid  ten  dol- 
lars an  acre,  that  same  land  now  being  val- 
ued at  fifty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Mr.  Stew- 
art still  holds  this  land,  having  it  under  the 
care  of  a  tenant.  For  five  years  Mr.  Stewart 
was  engaged  in  mining  for  gold  and  silver 
in  Col(-)ra(lo,  but  not  finding  this  satisfac- 
tory he  returned  to  his  farm  in   1874.     In 
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1878  Mr.   Stewart  purchased  two  hundred 
and    forty  acres  of    land    in    Montgomery 
county,  setthng  there  and  engaging  in  farm- 
ing upon  a  large  scale.     His  next  purchase 
was  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Mills 
county,   in    1883,    for   which   he  paid   forty 
dollars  per  acre,  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
further  purchase  of  an  adjoining  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  in  the 
same  county,   for  which  he  paid  the  same 
price  per  acre.     Mr.  Stewart  has  improved 
this   property,    erecting   a   handsome   house 
and  barn,  with  all  necessary  buildings  for 
stock,   and   the  land  has  been   fenced  with 
wire  and  is  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
jNIr.  Stewart  keeps  a  hundred  head  of  cattle, 
four  hundred  Poland  China  hogs  and  twen- 
ty-eight horses.     About  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  are  planted  to  corn,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  wheat,  Mr.  Stewart  feed- 
ing much  of  his  abundant  crop  to  his  stock. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
in  Iowa  in  1878,  when  Miss  Augusta  Shinn 
became  his  wife.     She  was  the  daughter  of 
L.  D.  and  Emily   (Woods)    Shinn,  natives 
of  Virginia.     Mr.  Shinn  now  resides  in  Red 
Oak,  but  Mrs.  Shinn  died  in  1888,  having 
been  the  mother  of  five  children.     Mr.  Shinn 
was  a  major  in  the  army  during  the  Civil 
war   and   two   sons   accompanied    him,    but 
only  one  returned,  the  other  giving  up  his 
life   for    his   country.      Mrs.    Stewart   w^a's 
taken  from  her  family  in  1888,  leaving  three 
children  to  the  bereaved  father :    Pearl,  now 
a  young  lady  and  the  pleasant  and  capable 
housekeeper  for  her  father :     she  graduated 
at   Shenandoah  College  in    1897,   is  a  fine 
scholar  and   accomplished   musician;   Stella 
May,   also  a  graduate    of    the    Henderson 
high    school    and    proficient    in    music :    she 
graduated   at  the  same  college  as   did  her 


sister,  belonging  to  the  class  of  1900;  and 
Augusta,  now  attending  the  Henderson 
high  school.  These  young  ladies,  .under  the 
care  of  their  faithful  and  devoted  grand- 
mother, have  developed  many  lovely  traits 
of  character  and  have  made  a  pleasant  home 
for  their  father,  who  takes  a  pardonable 
pride  in  them. 

Although  a  prominent  and  progressive 
man,  Mr.  Stewart  has  declined  all  public 
office,  consenting  only  to  fill  the  position 
of  school  director,  being  much  interested 
in  educational  matters.  In  politics  he 
afiiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 


HARRY  E.  WOOD. 

Harry  E.  Wood  is  numbered  among  the 
native  sons  of  Fremont  county,  where  his 
birth  occurred  April  22,  1864.  He  repre- 
sents one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families 
that  has  been  identified  with  the  farming 
interests  of  this  portion  of  the  state  from 
an  early  epoch  in  its  deelopment.  He  is  a 
son  Elijah  and  Julia  (Snelling)  Wood, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia,  their  marriage  having  been  cele- 
brated in  the  Buckeye  state.  Robert  Wood, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  of  Irish 
lineage,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Ohio,  erecting  a  log  cabin  where  the  city 
of  Cincinnati  now  stands.  He  removed  his 
family  into  it  and  while  living  on  the  wild 
western  frontier  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 
At  his  death  he  left  two  children,  Mrs.  Wat- 
kins  and  Elijah. 

The  latter  was  reared  in  Ohio  and  learned 
the  miller's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
many  years.  At  an  early  date  he  removed 
from  that  state  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where 
he  conducted  a  hotel,  being  numbered  among 
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the  business  men  of  that  (.-ily  fm-  some  time. 
Subsequently  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  he  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Fremont  county  and  a  num- 
ber of  years  later  purchased  a  farm  north 
of  Sidney,  while  afterward  lie  became  thir 
owner  of  the  old  Dean  mill  in  Mills  county. 
There  he  purchased  grain  and  carried  on  his 
mill,  which  is  operated  by  water  power.  The 
dam.  however,  washed  out  and  gave  him  con- 
siderable trouble,  so  that  the  enterprise  did 
not  prove  a  success.  After  ten  years  passed 
there  he  exchanged  the  mill  property  for  a 
farm  in  Mills  countv  and  took  up  his  abode 
there,  making  it  his  home  for  eight  years, 
after  which  he  sold  put  about  1885  and  re 
moved  to  California.  In  the  Golden  state 
lie  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years  and 
then  returned  to  Pottawattamie  county. 
Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  belonging'  to  his 
sons.  Afterward  he  and  his  wife  went  to 
Oklahoma,  where  he  died  on  the  i8th  of 
September,  1898.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  a  stalwart  Republican  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  tlie 
peace.  He  was  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited,  and  in  every  o^mmunitv  in  which 
he  resided  he  gained  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  those  with  whom  he  was  associated 
and  won  many  friends.  Ij\-  all  who  knew 
him  his  death  was  deeply  mourned.  Since 
her  husband's  demise  Mrs.  Wood  has  re- 
turned to  Fremont  county  and  finds  a  good 
home  among  her  children,  spending  much 
of  her  time  with  her  son  Harry  E.  Like 
her  husband,  she  holds  membership  in  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  and  is  a 
most  estimable  lady.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wood  were  born  eleven  children,  namely. 
James,  who  died  in  California:  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Wilson;  Robert,  who  is  liv- 


ing in  Oregon;  Samuel,  a  merchant  of  Car- 
son, b)wa;  Fanny,  the  wife  of  C.  McKeel, 
William  H.,  a  druggist  of  Perkins,  Okla- 
homa; Emma  \'.,  who  died  in  California; 
Wesley,  who  lives  in  Knox  countv,  Nebras- 
ka; Charles,  of  Iowa;  Frank,  whose  home 
is  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  and  Harry  E..  (»f 
this  review. 

Harr\-  E.  Wood  was  reared  to  farm  life 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  \arions  removals  until  they  started  for 
California,  at  which  time  he  remained  in 
]\Iills  county  and  engaged  in  farming.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  west  and  spent 
two  years  in  Nebraska  and  South  Dakota, 
b.eing  employed  on  a  cattle  ranch.  He  then 
;  returned  to  Fremont  county.  At  the  time  ot 
his  marriage  he  took  up  his  abode  upon 
the  farm  which  is  yet  his  home,  and  ii: 
connection  with  general  farming  he  feed.s 
and  handles  cattle  and  hogs.  He  has  also 
acted  as  agent  for  the  Des  Moines  Life  In- 
surance Company,  but  the  greater  part  of  his 
attention  has  been  given  to  his  farming,  and 
he  is  particularly  well  known  as  a  dealer  in 
cattle. 

In  1895  ^^''-  Wood  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Maggie  J.  Heaton,  a  widow, 
who  was  born  in  Bond  county.  Illinois.  Jan- 
uary 23,  1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Margaret  (Hand)  Gaby,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
latter  of  Indiana,  their  marriage  being  cele- 
brated in  the  Hoosier  state.  The  father  was 
of  German  lineage  and  died  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  Illi- 
nois. He  was  an  architect  and  carpenter, 
following  those  callings  through  his  busi- 
ness career.     Mrs.   Gaby  held   membership 
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in  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  church,  and  Hkc 
her  husband  was  hi^^hly  esteemed  by  many 
friends.  This  worthy  couple  had  six  chil- 
dren:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Carpenter;  Will- 
iam, who  is  living  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
Sarah  C,  now  the  wife  of  J.  Baker;  Jona- 
than, who  is  living-  in  Illinois;  Maggie  J.; 
and  Edward,  also  a  resident  of  Salt  Lake 
City. 

Mrs.  \\'ood  came  to  this  county  in  1859 
and  made  her  home  with  an  aunt  until  1872, 
when  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
William  Y.  Heaton,  of  Illinois,  who  came 
to  Fremont  county  with  his  father.  At  the 
time  of  her  marriage  they  located  upon  a 
farm  and  afterward  came  to  the  farm  upon 
which  Mrs.  W^ood  is  now  living.  Mr. 
Heaton  was  a  leading  and  influential  agri- 
culturist in  the  community  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  he  en- 
gaged in  raising  stock,  making  a  specialty 
of  fine  horses.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  Democrat  and  held  some  minor  offices. 
His  death  occurred  in  1889,  and  to  his  fam- 
ily he  left  an  untarnished  name  and  a  good 
estate.  There  were  two  children :  Henry 
J.,  who  Vv-as  born  January  28,  1873;  ^^d 
Hattie  R.,  born  March  14,  1876,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Eber  G.  Haning.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wood  have  an  interesting  little  daughter, 
Leah  M.,  who  was  born  January  6,    1896. 

Mrs.  Wood  holds  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  is  widely  known 
in  Fremont  county,  where  her  circle  of 
friends  is  very  extensive.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Wood  was  formerly  a  Democrat, 
but  in  1900  he  supported  the  Republican 
party.  His  fellow  townsmen  have  called 
upon  him  to  serve  in  local  offices  and  in  all 
he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  prompt 
ness  and  fidelity.    He  is  one  of  the  enterpris 


ing  and  energetic  agriculturists  of  the  com- 
munit}',  whose  labors,  well  directed  by 
sound  judgment,  are  bringing  to  him  a  good 
profit. 


NATHAN  BROWN. 

During  his  early  boyhood,  Nathan 
Brown  came  to  Fremont  county  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  old  settlers,  for  when 
he  arrived  here  the  county  was  in  its  prim- 
itive stages  of  development.  He  was  born 
in  Cedar  county,  Missouri,  in  1846,  a  son  of 
L.  D.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
in  earlv  manhood  went  to  Indiana,  in  wdiich 
state  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sophia  Beson,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  In 
1850  they  removed  to  Nebraska  City,  Ne- 
braska, and  in  that  locality  the  father  se- 
cured a  claim.  The  Indians  were  still  numer- 
ous and  g-ame  of  all  kinds  was  abundant. 
The  country  was  a  tract  of  raw  prairie  and 
the  work  of  progress  and  improvement 
seemed  scarcely  l^egun,  for  at  that  time 
there  was  not  a  single  railroad  in  the  state 
of  Iowa.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the 
west  the  father  took  up  his  abode  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Fremont  county,  where  he 
has  -since  lived,  being  now  eighty-one  years 
of  age.  He  owns  a  farm  )near  Harmony 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  venerable  and 
useful  citizens  of  the  community,  receiving 
the  respect  which  should  ever  be  accorded 
to  old  age.  In  his  family  were  five  chil- 
dren :  James,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  and  is  now  living  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri;  Nathan;  Mrs.  Jane  Slusher;  Ed- 
ward, who  is  living  in  Washington  town- 
ship; and  JNIason.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years, 
and  her  death  was  mourned  by  many  friends, 


NATHAN  BROWN 

Aged  19,  while  serving  in  Company  A,  First  Nebraska  Regiment. 
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for  she  possessed  those  sterHng  qiiahties  of 
character  w  hich  everywhere  awaken  respect 
and  regard. 

Nathan  Brown  was  only  five  years  of 
agie  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Fremont 
connty,  and  nixni  the  old  homestead  farm 
he  Avas  reared.  As  soon  as  old  enongh  to 
handle  the  plow  he  to:)k  his  place  in  the 
fields  and  assisted  in  every  department  of 
the  farm  work,  thns  gaining  that  practical 
knowledge  which  enabled  him  to  profitably 
carry  on  bnsiness  for  himself  along  the  same 
line.  His  educational  privileges  were  those 
afforded  by  the  common  schools.  In  1864 
he  responded  to  the  country's  call,  enlisting 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  as  a  member  of 
Company  A,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  un- 
der Colonel  R.  iv.  Livingston  and  Major 
Thomas  Majors.  The  company  was  com- 
manded by  Captain  E.  P.  Gillett,  while 
General  Thayer  was  in  command  of  the 
division.  He  was  a  brilliant  and  gallant 
officer  and  later  became  a  politician  of  note. 
The  regiment  saw  active  duty  on  the  fron- 
tier, waging  war  against  the  Indians  on  the 
plains.  That  command  was  in  several  en- 
gagements and  lost  a  number  of  its  men  in 
battle.  They  were  on  the  march  from  Ne- 
braska City  to  Colorado,  Wyoming  and 
other  points  of  the  far  west  and  were  con- 
stantly on  the  alert  to  prevent  the  uprising 
of  the  Indians  against  the  i)eople  on  the 
frontier.  In  1866  Mr.  Brown  was  honora- 
bly discharged,  after  two  years'  service, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  okl  home 
and  resumed  the  quiet  pursuits  of  the  farm. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in  1868.  Air. 
Brown  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen 
Burrows,  who  was  born  in  Union  county, 
Ohio,  near  Marvsville,  in  1849,  a  daughter 
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of  William  E.  Burrows,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chu.setts.     Her  mother  was  in  her  maiden- 

I  hood  Miss  Pamelia  Burrows.  She  was  born 
in  New  York  and  was  a  second  cousin  of 
her  luL-iband.  Her  death  occurred  in  Kan- 
sas when  she  was  si.\ty-two  years  of  age, 
and  her  husband  passed  away  in  Hamburg, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  shoemaker  and  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  through  a  long  period. 

I  He,  too,  served  his  country  at  the  time  of 
the  Ci\il   war,   enlisting  in   the  One   Hun- 

I  dred  and  Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry.      He 

I  afterward  became  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  gave  his  political 
sui)i)ort  to  the  Rei)ublican  parly  and  held 
membership  in  the  Christian  church.  Unto 
Air.   and   Mrs.   Burrows  were  born  eleven 

j  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  and 
three  of  the  sons  aided  in  the  defense  of  the 
Union  when  rebellion  in  the  south  threat- 
ened its  destruction.  Franklin  and  Horace 
were  members  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  and  the  latter 
laid  down  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  coun- 
try, while  Leonard  defended  the  starry  ban- 
ner as  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry.  Other  chil- 
dren of  the  family  are  Frances,  Harriet, 
Caroline  and  Airs.  Brown.  The  marriage 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed 
with  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Lola,  the 
wife  of  Charles  AlcCracken,  of  Washing- 
ton township,  Fremont  county;  Airs.  Daisy 
Thorp,  of  Hamburg;  Emma;  Edward; 
Lillie,  the  wife  of  George  Baker;  Earl,  Fay, 
Harry,  Tracy,  Kenneth  and  Gladys.  The 
family  reside  upon  a  good  farm  of  sixty 
acres  of  rich  bottom  land  and  Air.  Brown 
is  recognized  as  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist. 


428 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


In  early  clays  he  had  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion for  his  skill  as  a  hunter  and  many  a 
i^ame  bird  has  fallen  before  the  discharge 
of  his  trusty  rifle.  He  maintains  pleasant 
relationship  with  his  old  army  comrades 
through  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  he  also  belongs  to  Ham- 
burg Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  his  wife  is 
connected  with  the  order  of  Rebekah.  Dur- 
ing his  long  residence  in  Iowa  he  has  wit- 
nessed the  great  transformation  which  has 
changed  this  section  of  the  state  from  a  wild 
region  into  one  of  the  best  counties  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  in  this  development  he 
feels  just  pride.  He  has  ever  borne  his  part 
in  the  work  of  pul3lic  improvement,  giving 
his  active  co-operation  to  many  measures  for 
the  general  g"ood. 


SAMUEL  A.  HOLCOMBE. 

Among  the  representatives  of  agricult- 
ural interests  in  Mills  county  is  Samuel  A. 
Holcombe,  whose  well  developed  farm  in 
Center  township  stands  as  a  monument  to 
his  enterprise  and  capable  labors.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  soldier  boys  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  since  putting  aside  the  uni- 
form of  blue  he  has  been  found  as  true  and 
faithful  to  his  duties  of  citizenship  as  when 
he  followed  the  stars  and  stripes  on  the 
battle-fields  of  the  south. 

Samuel  A.  Holcombe  was  born  in  Herki- 
mer county.  New  York,  in  1847,  ^^'^^  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Massachusetts.  The  Holcombes  originated 
in  Devonshire,  England.  One  of  the  an- 
cestors was  a  crusader  and  a  knight,  and  re- 
ceived large  grants  of  land  from  the  king 
of  England,  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales.  The 
name  is  composed  of  two  Saxon  words, — 


"holt"  and  "combe."  The  first  representa- 
tive of  the  family  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
new  world  came  in  1630.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Bethuel  Hol- 
combe, who  was  born  in  Granville,  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  9th  of  September,  1763, 
while  his  wife.  Desire  Holcombe,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Southwark,  Massachusetts,  born  in 
1767.  He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Co- 
lonial army  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
The  grandparents  had  ten  children,  among 
whom  was  the  Rev.  Chester  Holcombe.  The 
others  were :  Hosea,  who  was  Ijorn  in  1 787 , 
Cynthia,  who  was  born  in  1789;  Clarissa, 
who  was  born  in  1791  ;  Clarissa,  the  second, 
born  in  1794;  Silas,  born  in  1796;  Edmond, 
born  in  1800;  Martin,  born  in  1802;  Al- 
mond, born  in  1806;  and  Amanda,  born  in 
1809. 

The  Rev.  Chester  Holcombe  was  born 
in  Herkimer  county.  New  York,  and  lie- 
came  a  Presbyterian  minister,  devoting  his 
entire  life  to  the  work  of  the  gospel.  He 
was  twice  married.  He  first  wedded  Cath- 
erine Beebe,  who  was  born  in  1800,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children  ; 
Edward  Seymour,  Charles  Wilson.  Edwin 
Clark,  Andrus  Hart,  Julia  Elvira,  Henry 
Martin,  Harmon  Walton  and  Catherine  Bee- 
be.  All  were  natives  of  the  Empire  state, 
having  been  born  in  Oswego,  Oneida  and 
Herkimer  counties.  Of  these,  five  of  the 
sons,  Edward,  Andrus,  Charles,  Henry  and 
Harmon,  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war  and 
won  distinction  by  reason  of  their  valor  at 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Harmon  was 
struck  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  which  was  de- 
flected by  a  Testament  in  his  blouse  pocket. 
He  was  not  injured  but  the  force  of  the 
blow  knocked  him  temporarilv  senseless  and 
he  was  carried  off  the  field  as  dead.     After 
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the  death  of  his  first  wife  tlie  l\ev.  Chester 
Holcombe  marrieil  Miss  Lucy  Tompkins, 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  ami  ])rior 
to  her  niarria!4"e  was  a  successful  teacher  in 
the  Female  Seminary  at  Clinton.  Xew  ^'ork. 
The  chiUlren  of  this  marriage  are:  Chester. 
Gilliert  T.  and  Samuel  A.  The  father  died 
in  W'avne  countv.  Xew  ^'ork,  in  iS^j^.  an('J 
the  mother  passed  away  in  the  F.m])irc  state 
in   1 86 1. 

Their  son  Chester  was  horn  in  W'infield. 
Herkimer  cc~)unt\-,  in  1842.  and  is  a  \ery 
distinguished  man.  a  diplomat  and  an  author. 
whose  opinions  on  Chinese  matters  are  re- 
garded as  authority.  He  prepared  for 
college  in  the  old  academies  in  Webster  and 
Sodus  and  was  graduated  in  L^iion  College 
in  a  class  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six. 
He  ranked  third  in  scholarship,  won  the 
much-coveted  Phi  Beta  Kappa  prize,  and  was 
"graduated  at  the  earliest  age  of  any  alum 
nus  of  that  institution.  After  studying  for 
the  ministry  he  was  ordained  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  During 
the  war  he  went  to  the  south  as  a  teacher, 
but  on  account  of  ill  health  was  forced  to 
discontinue  that  work,  and  sailed  for  China 
as  a  missionary  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  board.  Soon  after  his  arri\al 
there  Dr.  S.  Wells  Williams,  author  of  "The 
]\Iiddle  Kingdom,"  and  secretary  of  the 
American  legation  at  Peking,  resigned  and 
induced  ^Ir.  Plolcombe  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  1884.  Since  that  time  he  has  luade 
various  visits  to  China,  going  to  the  em- 
pire on  commercial  and  linancial  l)usines> 
for  people  in  this  country.  He  is  the  author 
of  a  work  entitled  "The  Real  Chinaman," 
a  fascinating  and  valualile  treatise  on  the 
educational,  social  and  commercial  relation^ 


(»f  the  Chinese.  It  was  issued  in  a  fine  vol- 
ume two  years  ago  by  Dodd,  Mead  &  Com- 
pany, .and  has  had  a  large  sale.  Recently 
Chester  llolcombe  has  completed  another 
work  which  was  published  by  the  same 
house,  in  October.  1900.  and  is  devoted  more 
esj)ecially  to  the  treatment  of  the  govern- 
mental matters  of  the  Chinese  in  China. 
militar\-  and  otherwise,  lie  is  a  constant 
contributor  to  the  newspapers,  magazines 
and  i)eriodicals,  his  articles  l)eing  eagerly 
read.  He  has  filled  all  the  dififerent  posts 
in  our  diplomatic  ser\-ice  in  China.  As  a 
member  of  the  commission  for  that  purpose 
he  assisted  in  the  negotiations  of  two  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  China.  As- 
sociated with  Admiral  Shufeldt  he  also  ne- 
gotiated the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Corea. 

In  1884  he  was  appointed  to  represent 
our  government  at  the  capital  of  the  United 
States  of  Columbia,  but  declined  the  ap- 
pointment. He  was  twice  offered  a  decora- 
tion of  high  order  by  the  cmperer  of  China, 
but   declined  the  honor. 

Mr.  Holcombe  spent  some  time  in  Japan 
in  the  early  part  of  1895.  in  connection 
with  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween that  empire  and  China.  In  1896.  ar 
the  re(|uest  of  the  Chinese  go\-ernment,  he 
])repare(l  in  detail,  in  English  and  Chinese, 
the  pa]iers  for  a  loan  of  one  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars.  He  also  de\eloped  in  both  these 
languages  the  detailed  plans  for  alxnit  three 
thousand  miles  of  (loul)le  track  railway,  in- 
volving an  estimate  cost  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  million  dollars,  a  scheme  for  raising 
the  necessary  funds,  and  the  estal)lishment 
of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  Chinese  in 
railway  construction  and  management.  Hi;» 
health  cave  way  under  the  intense  nervous 
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strain,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the 
United   States. 

He  has  spent  near!}'  his  entire  life  in  the 
capital  of  the  Chinese  empire  and  has  the 
reputation  of  being  the  best  foreign  speaker 
of  that  most  difficult  language.  He  has  pre- 
pared several  books  in  the  Chinese  tongue, 
his  first  volume  in  English,  being  "The  Real 
Chinaman." 

jMr.  Holcombe  is  a  man  of  broad  culture. 
He  is  a  deep  thinker,  keen  in  his  perceptions, 
positive  in  his  beliefs.  _  His  magazine  articles 
are  sought  for  by  the  best  publications.  His 
literary  style  shows  that  he  is  a  master  of 
pure  English  in  the  very  best  sense,  both 
the  diction  and  subject  matter  of  his  work 
being  of  the  very  best.  As  a  speaker  he 
is  equallv  interesting"  and  is  much  sought 
after.  He  delivered  a  lecture  on  China  to 
the  students  of  Union  College  and  during 
a  recent  campaign  he  made  se\Tral  political 
speeches  which  were  models  of  convincing 
argument.  He  is  an  American  of  Ameri- 
cans, a  stanch  Republican,  progressive, 
broad-minded,  and  interested  in  charities  at 
home  and  abroad.  He  is  especially  interest- 
ed in  foreign  missionajy  work,  being  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  American  board. 
He  has  a  broad  acquaintance  with  promi- 
nent men  in  this  and  other  countries.  He 
is  on  terms  of  friendship  with  Earl  Li  Hung 
Chang  and  nearly  all  of  the  prominent 
Chinese  statesmen,  and  was  a  special  friend 
of  General  Grant.  As  United  States  min- 
ister, he  accompanied  him  and  his  partv 
through  China  on  the  General's  famous  tour 
of  the  world,  and  entertained  him  for  several 
weeks  in  the  legation  at  Peking. 

Gilbert  T.  Holcombe,  the  second  brother 
of  our  subject,  is  a  graduate  of  Union  Col- 
lege and  he,  too,  studied  for  the  ministrv. 


He  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
at  Glenwood,  Iowa,  for  three  years  and  also 
visited  China,  but  only  remained  a  short 
time.  He  is  now  and  has  been  for  several 
years  connected  in  an  important  official  re- 
lation with  the  Children's  Home  Society, 
with  headquarters  in  St.  Louis. 

Samuel  A.  Holcombe,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  has  a  high-school  and  an 
academic  education,  acquired  by  means  of 
the  excellent  facilities  afforded  in  his  native 
state.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  re- 
sponded to  his  country's  call  for  aid,  en- 
listing in  September,  1864,  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  as  a  member  of  the  Eighteenth 
New  York  Lidependent  Battery,  and  with 
that  command  he  went  to  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  where  he  remained  until  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  when  they  were  sent  to  Dauphin 
Island,  on  Mobile  Bay,  and  participated  in 
the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mobile.  The  only 
real  battle  in  which  he  took  part  Avas  at 
Fort  Blakely,  one  of  the  outworks  of  INIo- 
bile,  in  April,  1865.  The  war  having 
ceased,  he  returned  home  and  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service.  Since  1882  Mr.  Hol- 
combe has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  his  labors 
bring  to  him  a  good  income.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Downers  Grove,  Illinois,  in  Decem- 
lier,  1875,  to  Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Dunham,  a 
widow,  who  was  born  in  New  York  city. 
Her  family  name  was  Brunt  and  her  father 
was  a  contractor  of  New  York  city.  Mrs. 
Holcombe  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
1888,  leavino-  no  children. 

In  his  political  affiliations  the  subject 
of  this  review  is  a  stanch  Republican  who 
keeps  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the 
day  and  gives  an  unfaltering  support  to  his 
party,  yet  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the 
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sense  of  an  office  seeker,  though  he  served 
for  one  term  as  tow  iisliii)  trustee,  but  lias 
always  preferred  t(j  !;i\c  his  time  and  en- 
ergies to  his  business  alTairs.  I  Tc  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange  and  also  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Congregational  church  at  Tabor, 
Iowa. 


C.  D.  BUTTERFIKLD. 

it  would  be  clirtlcnh  to  find  one  who 
more  fully  and  ably  tyi)ihcs  the  western  spirit 
of  progress  and  enter])rise  than  C".  1).  iUtt- 
terfield,  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and 
^Merchants'  State  Bank,  of  llamburg.  Iowa. 
A  man  of  marked  ability,  his  success  in 
business  has  been  uniform  and  rapid,  and 
he  has  contributed  a  due  cjuota  toward  the 
material  prosperitx'  of  the  city  in  which  he 
makes  his  home,  lie  is  widch-  and  favor- 
ably known  here,  and  the  history  of  his  ca- 
reer will  undoubtedly  be  read  with  interest 
bv   UL'un-   of   his    friends. 

-Mr.  Butterfield  was  born  in  the  beauti- 
ful \-illage  of  Hiawatha,  in  Brown  county, 
Kansas,  on  the  20th  of  September,  1869. 
and  is  a  son  of  John  B.  Butterfield.  a  well- 
known  business  man  of  Hamburg,  who  was 
born  in  Maine  and  was  reared  in  the  east. 
Avhere  he  acfpiired  his  education.  After  at- 
taining his  majority  he  came  to  the  ]\Iissis- 
sippi  valley,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Brown 
county,  Kansas,  where  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Paschall.  of  Hiawatha.  She 
is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  spent  her  girlhood 
clays  in  that  state  and  in  Kansas.  Durin*; 
the  early  boyhood  of  their  son.  C.  T)..  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Butterfield  came  to  Hamburg. 
where  they  have  since  resided,  the  year  of 
their  arrival  being  1876.  A  well  known 
1)usiness  man  here,  the  father  is  connected 


with  the  firm  of  II.  (i.  Butterfield  &  Com- 
pany, and  is  accoriled  a  prominent  position 
in  commercial  circles.  The  children  of  the 
family  are:  C.  D.,  of  this  review;  Aljjha, 
deceased;  and  Harry  G..  also  a  well-known 
business  man  of  the  town. 

C.  D.  Butterfield  was  a  youth  of  only 
seven  summers  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Hamburg,  and  therefore  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  this  city.  He 
attended  its  schools  and  enjoys  the  sports 
in  which  boys  of  the  period  indulged.  After 
attaining  man's  estate  he  took  his  place  in 
the  business  world  and  is  now  regarded  as 
an  intelligent  and  reliable  business  man  of 
marked  ability,  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  to-day  he  occupies  the  responsible  po- 
sition of  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mer- 
chants' Bank,  which  was  organized  in  1882 
and  reorganized  as  a  state  bank  in  1896. 
It  is  one  of  the  solid  linancial  institutions 
of  the  county  and  is  well  conducted  along 
safe  and  reliable  business  lines.  Those  in 
control  have  ever  adhered  to  a  conservative 
policy,  yet  this  has  not  barred  out  progress- 
iveness,  and  the  business  of  the  bank  hab 
constantly  increased  until  a  very  satisfactory 
dividend  is  annually  declared.  Mr.  Butter- 
field makes  a  popular  cashier,  for  his  man- 
ner is  genial,  his  courtesy  unfailing  and 
at  the  same  time  he  is  prompt,  energetic 
and  notably  reliable  in  Inisiness  transac- 
tions. 

Mr.  Butterfield  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Alice  Birkhimer.  and  their  ])lea.sant 
home  in  Hamburg  is  noted  for  its  gracious 
hospitality.  Politically  Mr.  I'utterfield  is  a 
Republican  and  has  frequently  been  chosen 
to  act  as  a  delegate  to  county,  congressional 
and  state  conventions,  for  his  opinions  carry 
;  weight   in  public   councils.      The   cause   of 
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his  party  is  dear  to  his  heart,  for  he  beheves 
that  it  contains  the  best  elements  of  good 
government  and  his  is  a  true  and  loyal  Amer- 
ican spirit.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
Jerusalem  Lodge.  No.  257,  F.  &  A.  M.  He 
likewise  belongs  to  the  chapter,  council  and 
commandery  at  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  to  Moilah 
Temple,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  In  pri- 
vate and  public  life  he  is  ever  courteous 
and  manly,  inflexible  in  his  integrity  and 
has  the  warm  regard  of  many  friends. 


H.  W.  \'^\UGHAN. 

H.  W.  Vaughan,  who  follows  farming  in 
Fremont  county,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Branch 
county,  Michigan,  November  19,  1852.  and 
the  work  of  the  home  farm  early  became 
familiar  to  him,  while  in  the  district  schools 
he  acquired  his  education.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Mar}^  Baker  (\'"ail) 
Vaug-han,  both  of  A'hom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  their  marriage,  however,  be- 
ing celebrated  in  ^Michigan.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Abram  Vaughan,  was  a  native 
of  England  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  When  a  young  man  he 
became  a  sailor  and  followed  the  sea  for  a 
number  of  years.  After  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities which  brought  independence  to  the 
nation  he  was  married  and  located  upon  a 
farm  in  Pennsyh'ania,  \\here  he  remained 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  subsequently 
removed  to  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  His 
children  were  Miller.  Florence,  Isaac, 
George,  Elias,  John,  Ara,  Lois  and  Paulina. 
Ara  is  still  living,  a  resident  of  California, 
but  the  others  have  passed  away. 

Isaac  Vaughan,  the  father  of  our  sub- 


ject, spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Cattaraugus 
county.  New  York,  and  when  a  young  man 
emigrated  westward  to  Michigan,  where  he 
was  employed  in  a  mill.  After  a  few  years 
he  married  and  turned  his  attention  to  farm 
ing.  He  first  wedded  Miss  Louani  Potter, 
and  unto  them  was  born  a  son,  Bartlett,  who 
now  resides  in  Shenandoah,  Iowa.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Vaughan 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Mary  Vail.  He  continued  farm- 
ing in  Michigan,  where  all  of  his  children 
were  born,  and  in  1865  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Fremont  coun- 
ty, where  for  a  few  years  he  cultivated 
rented  land.  He  then  purchased  a  tract  of 
unimproved  prairie,  which  he  transformed 
into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  continuing  the 
cultivation  of  that  farm  throughout  his  re- 
maining days.  His  strict  honesty  in  busi- 
ness affairs,  his  steady  habits  and  his  genu- 
ine worth  commended  him  to  the  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  all.  In  business  life 
he  was  industrious  and  energetic.  He  kept 
well  informed  on  the  issues  and  questions 
of  the  day  and  was  a  thorough  Bible  student. 
He  investigated  all  the  questions  bearing  on 
religion  and  became  a  leading  Spiritualist, 
lecturing  to  some  extent  on  the  subject. 
He  spent  many  years  in  preparing  for  a 
higher  position  after  death  and  died  in  the 
full  assurance  of  the  faith  that  his  loved 
ones  would  join  him  in  the  spirit  land  in 
that  "great  mansion  above  not  made  by 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  He  passed 
away  November  21,  1890.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Vaughan.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  had  one  son,  Isaac  Vail, 
who  now  runs  the  homestead  farm  in  Fre- 
mont county,  where  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
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ing  in  the  eii joyiiient  of  good  health,  al- 
though now  well  advanced  in  years.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  William  Baker,  of  New  N'ork. 
who  traveled  on  foot  from  the  Emjiire  state 
to  Michigan,  where  he  afterward  purchased 
land  in  tlie  midst  of  the  heavy  forest,  de- 
Aelo[)ing  an  excellent  farm.  He  was  of 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent,  a  man  ot 
steady  hahits,  of  unllagging  industry  and  of 
marked  energy.  He  remained  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Michigan  until  his  children 
were  married  and  had  left  home  and  his 
wife  had  passed  away.  He  then  sold  his 
propert\-  in  the  Wolverine  state  and  came 
to  Iowa,  spending  his  last  days  in  11am- 
l)urg.  His  chill h-cn  were  John.  Catherine, 
Henry,  Mary,  who  hecame  the  mother  of 
our  suhject,  George  and  Rosanna.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  \'aughan  had  three  children,  H.^W. ; 
Josephine,  now  the  wife  of  \\  illiam  Jones, 
of  Walnut  township;  and  Florence,  a  son 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 

II.  W.  X'aughan  was  a  youth  of  thirteen 
years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Fremont  county,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  spending  his  boyhood  days  under 
the  jiarental  roof.  lie  enjoyed  the  educa- 
tional privileges  afiforded  by  the  common 
schools  and  he  early  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  and  labors  of  field  and  meadow, 
so  that  by  practical  experience  he  was  well 
fitted  for  business  life  when  he  began  farm 
ing  on  his  own  account.  Purchasing  land 
]>rior  to  his  marriage,  he  erected  a  house 
thereon  and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  took 
up  his  abode  ui)on  his  farm.  Tt  was  a 
tract  of  original  prairie  when  it  came  \nU) 
his  possession,  but  he  at  once  Ijegan  the 
■work  of  ploughing  and  planting  and  soon 
gathered  rich  harvests.  He  has  since  made 
many  valuable  improvements,  including  the 


erection  of  a  commo(li(jus  residence  upon  a 
natural  building  site,  commanding  a  view 
of  the  Xishnabotna  \alley  and  his  own  well 
develoi)ed  fields.  He  has  an  extensive  barn 
and  good  out-buildings  for  the  shelter  of 
grain,  machinery  and  stock,  a  bearing  or- 
chard and  all  the  accessc^ries  which  go  to 
make  a  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tur\'.  'fhe  place  is  pleasantly  located  tne 
miles  north  of  I'arragut,  and  thus  a  good 
market  is  furnished  for  his  grain  and  stock. 
He  became  widely  acknowledged  as  a  rei)re- 
sentative  agriculturist  of  the  county,  and  in 
business  circles  he  sustains  an  unassailable 
reputation  for  straightforward  dealing. 

In  December.  1876,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  X'aughan  and  Miss  Alice 
Sayre,  who  was  born  in  Linn  county.  Iowa, 
February  1,  1857,  a  daughter  of  William 
Sayre.  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  com- 
munity and  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  was  a  nati\e  of  Ohio  and  in  earlv 
manhood  wedded  Mar\-  J.  Straine.  a  native 
of  Indiana.  Removing  to  Iowa,  they  were 
residents  of  this  state  for  a  number  of  years 
and  then  returned  to  Indiana,  where,  in 
1 86 1,  the  father  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  earnestly  fought 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  and  ex- 
perienced many  of  the  hardships  and  rigors 
of  war.  .\t  length  he  sustained  a  severe 
wound,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  in 
the  hospital  in  1864.  His  wife  died  in  1868, 
ill  Darlino^ton,  Indirma.  He  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  con- 
nection with  farming.  P)Oth  he  and  his  wife 
were  consistent  and  worthy  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  They  reared  three  chil- 
dren :  .Mice,  now  Mrs.  \'aughan ;  Charles,  of 
Frem«mt  county :  and  (leorge,  who  is  living 
ir  California.   The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Yaughan  has  l)een  l^lessed  with  six  interest- 
ino-  children,  namelv:  C.  Lewis.  Edna  Elva. 
Effie  ]\Iable.  George  C,  Homer  R.  and  Perry 
G. :  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  un- 
broken. Mrs.  Vaughan  is  a  consistent 
Methodist,  holding  membership  in  the 
church  in  Farmer  City.  -Nlr.  A'aughan  is 
a  Mason  in  good  standing  and  in  his  po- 
iltical  affiliations  he  is  a  Democrat.  On  that 
ticket  he  has  been  elected  to  some  of  the 
township  offices  and  has  ever  discharged  his 
duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 


MILTON  S.  SUMMERS. 

Milton  S.  Summers  is  numbered  among 
tlie  heroes  of  the  Civil  war  and  gave  his  life 
as  a  ransom  for  his  country.  He  was  born 
in  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  November  20, 
1828,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Emily 
(Woodrow)  Summers.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  was  descended  from  one  of  the  old 
families  of  North  Carolina,  while  on  the 
maternal  side  the  ancestry  can  be  traced 
back  to  Richard  Withrow,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, who  became  the  founder  of  the  famil}^ 
in  America.  As  the  years  have  passed  the 
name  has  undergone  a  change  to  its  present 
form  of  Woodrow.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  emigrated  westward,  becoming  resi- 
dents of  Illinois,  and  there  they  spent  their 
remaining  days. 

On  the  old  home  farm  there  Alilton  S. 
Summers  was  reared,  aiding  in  the  labors 
of  field  and  meadow  through  the  summer 
months,  while  in  the  winter  season  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  old-time  schools  wdiich 
were  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan  and 
which  were  held  in  log  buildings.  He  was 
taught  the  value  of  industry  and  honesty 
in  the  affairs  of  life.     After  his  death  his 


obituary  notice  appeared  in  the  Tazewell 
Register,  published  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
old  home  in  Illinois,  in  which  was  the  fol- 
lowing: "The  virtuous  traits  which  adorn 
and  endear  character  were  instinctive  with 
him  from  early  boyhood,  and  impelled  him 
under  many  disadvantages  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  propriety,  which  culminated  in 
making  an  honored  and  useful  man.  Es- 
pecially was  his  energy  conspicuous  in  ac- 
(iuiring  a  decent  education  at  a  time  and 
in  a  locality  when  and  where  means  for  edu- 
cation were  limited  and  the  student  had  to 
rely  very  much  upon  self-application. 

"We  first  became  accjuainted  with  him  in 
the  autumn  of  1845,  ii^  ^^^^  nineteenth  year, 
vvdien  he  came  into  our  school  at  the  'Wood- 
row  settlement'  as  a  scholar — from  the  corn 
gathering.  Although  unrestrained,  —  the 
master  of  his  own  inclinations, — he  took  few 
hours  for  pleasure,  but  rather  divided  his 
time  assiduously  between  harcl  labor,  hard 
study  and  hard  works  of  charity.  Many 
families  still  remember  him  as  the  minister- 
ing angel  of  those  days,  supplying  them  with 
needed  food  and  fuel ;  plain  but  genuine  and 
unaffected  charity  and  a  disposition  with 
heart  and  hand  prodigal  to  give  where  was 
real  need  or  suffering,  were  leading  traits 
of  his  character:  and  we  are  told,  by  those 
who  know,  that  the  disposition  continued 
to  the  last,  went  with  him  to  the  wilds  of 
Iowa  and  made  him  the  benefactor  of  the 
poor  there.  His  diligence  at  his  books,  and 
his  obedience  and  attention  to  our  com- 
mands, made  him  one  of  our  favorites,  while 
his  constant  good  nature,  frankness  and 
kindness  endeared  him  to  his  companions. 
We  never  lo\'ed  a  young  man  more  sin- 
cerely." 

\\'ith  his  brothers,  Harvey  W.  and  James 
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N.,  Milton  S.  Summers  removed  fr(  m  Illi- 
nois in  the  fall  of  1S34.  and  came  to  lowa. 
believing-  that  better  opportunities  were  af- 
forded to  young-  men  in  this  stale,  which 
was  not  then  so  thickly  settled  as  the  states 
east  of  the  Mississippi.  They  took  np  their 
abode  in  Mills  county.  Iowa,  and  entered  a 
large  tract  of  land  from  the  government 
and  began  the  de\'elopment  of  the  farm. 

Milton  S.  Summers  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Llew-ellen  Welsh,  a  nati\-e  of 
Kentuck}-.      Her   sur\i\ing    friends   in    this 
vicinity  speak  of  her  as  a  woman  of  high 
birth:  of  an  exceedingly  amiable  and  lovable 
disposition:  dex'oted,  tender  and  true.     The 
faithful  and  intelligent  performance  of  every 
known  duty  was  a  very  prominent  trait  of 
her  character  and  this  trait  was  transmitted, 
a  precious  inheritance,   to  her    only  child. 
j\Irs.    I.    J.    Swain.      In    truj   pi  uieer   style 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Summers  began  life  in  Iowa, 
hoping  here  to  secure  a  good  home  which 
should   be  their   place  of   abode    tor   many 
years  to  come,  Init  the  country  became  iu- 
vol\-e(l  in  civil  war.  the  slavery  question  of 
the    south    had    aroused    the    country,    and 
many    of    the    southern    states    threatened 
to   secede,     ^\d^en    Fort    Sumter   was   fired 
upon   lirave   men    froni   all    sections   of   the 
north    responded    to    the    i)resident*s    call 
for   aid    and    enlisted    under   the   stars    and 
stripes  as   defenders  of  the  Union,    .\mong 
the    number    was    ^Milton    Summers,    who. 
prompted    by  a    spirit    of    patriotism,    left 
his  home  and  joined  the  Fifth  lowa  Cavalry 
at  the  three-years  call.     He  enlisted  in  1861 
and    with   his  regiment   went   t  >   th,'    front, 
participating  in  all  of  its  engagements  until 
his  death.    Speaking  of  his  army  experiences 
the  same  paper  from  which  we  have  before 
cpioted  said:     "Lieutenant  Summers  rallied 


for  his  C(nuury  immediately  after  the  fall 
of  Sumter,  and  has  ever  since  been  con- 
stantly on  the  field  of  rhity.  Although  not 
so  prominent  as  many  of  the  host  who  have 
sealed  with  their  lives  their  devotion  to  their 
country,  this  terrible  rebellion  has  not  im- 
molated a  n«)bler  or  better  y<juth.  Me  was 
a  stranger  to  fear,  and  conscious  that  when- 
ever he  met  the  foe  it  would  l)e  to  con- 
quer or  to  die.  From  the  time  that  we 
learned  that  he  had  enlisted  we  have  watched 
the  army  reports,  apprehensive  of  his  fate. 
Afark  the  fatal  realisation!  Read  the  rec- 
ord that  gives  his  name  to  immortality.  On 
the  25th  of  August.  1862,  the  enemy  made 
a  desperate  charge  upon  Fort  Donelson  with 
a  force  far  outnumbering  the  garrison,  but 
were  gallantly  repulsed.  We  continue  the 
account  in  the  words  of  Rev.  A.  L.  Mc- 
Kinney.  chaplain  of  the  Seventy-first  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Tnfantrv  :  'As  soon  as  the  Rebels 
were  known  to  be  in  force  in  our  immediate 
vicinity  a  telegram  was  sent  to  Colonel  W. 
W.  Lowe,  commanding  the  post  of  Fort 
Henr\-  and  Heiman.  and  to  whose  command 
we  are  temporarily  attached,  informing  him 
of  the  danger  and  asking  reinforcements. 
He  promptl}'  responded  to  our  call  by  im- 
mediately marching  at  the  head  of  six  com- 
panies of  cavalry  and  one  field-piece.  They 
arri\cd  here  at  about  half  past  six  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  The  enemy  had  been 
routed  and  were  retreating  up  the  river. 
.\t  daylight  next  morning, — the  26111. — 
Colonel  Lowe,  at  the  head  of  four  companies 
— being  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men — of  the  Fifth  lowa  Cavalry,  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  overtaking  them  at 
Cumberland  Iron  Works,  about  seven  miles 
from  here.  .\  sharj)  engagement  followed. 
Tl;c  Rebels,  about  five  or  six  hundred  strong, 
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v\ere  posted  in  a  deep  ravine  bordering  on 
the  road,  along  a  cornfield  fence  and  behind 
houses.  Their  position  was  one  of  great 
natural  strength.  The  enemy's  battery  be- 
came annoying,  and  Colonel  Lowe  ordered 
Lieutenant  Summers,  with  his  company  (B), 
to  charge  it.  The  order  was  obeyed  in  gal- 
lant style.  He  at  the  head  of  his  company 
charged  through  a  terrible  fire  of  the  con- 
cealed foe.  scattering  the  Rebel  cavalry,  up- 
setting and  breaking  the  cannon,  so  as  to 
render  it  useless.  The  charges  of  the  cavalry 
were  most  daring  and  heroic — at  least  a 
score  of  horses  went  down  with  it.  From 
fifteen  to  twenty  of  our  men  were  killed 
and  wounded;  among  them  was  the  gallant 
Lieutenant  Summers,  who  was  mortally 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  not 
known.  Colonel  Lowe's  forces,  both  men 
and  horses,  being  jaded  and  suffering  for 
food,  returned  to  this  post,  after  having 
waited  more  than  an  hour  for  the  enemy 
to  make  an  attack.  We  captured  a  number 
of  guns  and  among  them  some  of  those 
the  Rebels  took  from  our  bovs  at  Clarkville.' 
This  charge  of  the  brave  Summers  is  not 
exceeded  by  any  in  the  annals  of  the  war 
for  desperate  daring-.  An  eye  witness  states 
that  Summers,  rushing  on  in  advance,  en- 
countered  a  six-pound  field-piece  which 
was  pouring  destruction  upon  his  men.  Un- 
mindful of  his  own  safety,  and  thinking  only 
of  theirs,  he  killed  four  of  the  enemy  with 
his  own  hands  upon  the  spot,  and  seizing 
the  field  piece  by  the  wheels  upset  it  as  stated 
above. 

"The  noble  hero  lived  till  the  next  day. 
The  remainder  of  his  story  is  soon  told; 
brought  home  for  burial,  on  Thursday,  the 
nth   inst,   the    concourse    of    friends    and 


neighbors  who  had  known  him  so  long  and 
vvell  bore  him  through  the  beautiful  grove 
wdiich  had  been  the  playground  of  his  school 
days,  up  to  the  old  graveyard  and  laid  him 
down  beside  his  mother,  who  had  been  rest- 
ing there  more  than  twenty  years.  The 
ceremonies,  wdiich  were  such  as  appealed  to 
the  heart,  rather  than  ostentatious,  were  con- 
ducted by  Judge  Harriott.  Dr.  Robert  Gib- 
son delievered  a  very  touching  and  eloquent 
eulogy,  brief  but  truly  appropriate,  and  was 
followed  by  remarks  from  Messrs.  James 
Haines  and  Merrill  C.  Young,  eulogistic  of 
the  bra\'e  martyr. 

"His  commanding  officer,  writing  a  letter 
to  his  bereaved  father,  speaks  like  a  soldier 
in  brief  but  eloquent  words  and  testifies  as 
to  his  worth.  He  says  that  his  remaining 
companions  in  arms  all  mourn  his  loss  with 
the  same  sincerity  as  do  his  friends  at  home ; 
that  he  was  beloved  by  both  officers  and 
men ;  that  he  was  always  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties ;  that  a  braver  man 
never  lived ;  and  that,  though  dead  in  the 
flesh,  he  still  lives  in  the  spirit  among  them. 

"The  testimonials  could  not  be  otherwise 
and  at  the  same  time  be  true — for  it  was 
the  cardinal  ambition  of  life  with  our  bra^■e 
friend,  in  all  things  and  at  all  times,  to  act 
well  his  part.  Hence  he  says  of  himself, 
writing  to  his  uncle.  Samuel  \A^oodrow, 
Esq.. — his  last  letter. — 'That  I  am  in  for 
the  war.  and  have  taken  a  through  ticket. 
I  ha\'e  aimed  to  do  my  duty,  both  as  a  sol- 
dier and  an  officer :  consequently  I  have  the 
confidence  of  my  superior  officers  and  the 
love  and  respect  of  my  men.  I  feel  that  my 
connections  will  never  be  disgraced  bv  me. 
I  expect  to  do  my  duty  regardless  of  con- 
sequences, and  if  I  live  to  get  home,  well 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


437 


and  good ;  if  I  should  not  I  have  the  glorious 
and  happy  consolation  of  dying  in  defense  of 
my  country.' 

"lie  so  died,  and  has  left  his  family  and 
friends  a  name,  not  a  disgrace,  but  a  name 
of  honor,  which  shall  be  imperishable  as  long 
as  the  history  of  Donelson  shall  hold  a  page 
ill  human  annals." 


EDWARD  C.  ESTES. 

The  l)road  prairies  and  rich  ])aslurc  lands 
of  Iowa  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
the  stock-raiser,  and  the  industry  has  be- 
come one  of  importance  in  the  state,  con- 
tributing in  large  measure  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  people.  Among  the  rep- 
resentatives (^f  this  line  of  business  is  Ed- 
Avard  C.  Estes.  who  to-day  is  a  successful 
stock-farmer,  carrying  on  the  enterprise  on 
an  extensive  scale.  His  farm  is  in  sections 
19  and  JO,  Rawles  township,  and  the  im- 
provements upon  the  place  are  such  as  fa- 
cilitates his  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Estes  was  born  at  his  present  abode, 
on  the  Tst  of  February,  1870.  His  paternal 
grandfather.  Littleton  Estes.  was  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  by  trade  was  a  ship  car- 
penter and  builder.  For  many  years  he  was 
a  resident  of  Kentucky  and  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Tn  liis  faiuil\-  were  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  who  reached  mature 
years.  Among  the  number  was  Richard  C. 
Estes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  on  the  r4th  of  February,  1811.  at 
Cross  Plains.  Kentuck\-.  alx^ut  eight  miles 
from  Lexington.  W'lien  lie  had  readied 
years  of  maturity  he  was  nian"ied.  and  after 
the  death  of  the  first  wife  he  wedded  Miss 
Elizabeth  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  Indi 
ana.     She  was  at  one  time  a  student  under 


a   teacher   who   had   been   an    instructor   of 
.\braham  Lincoln. 

Mr.  .and  .Mrs.  l^stes  were  married  in  In- 
diana, on  the  j-'d  of  February,  184S.  and 
about  1850  they  emigrated  westward  from 
]^Iissouri,  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers.  They  drove  acnjss  the  coun- 
try to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
secured  a  claim  of  three  hundred  acres  of 
land.  As  the  years  passed  he  added  to  his 
property  until  he  was  at  one  time  the  owner 
of  twelve  huiidreil  acres  (jf  \aluable  land. 
His  success  was  certainly  very  creditable, 
for  he  started  out  in  life  as  a  poor  fishermart 
and  woodchopper  in  Kentucky,  and  for  some 
years  he  followed  those  pursuits.  I*"inally. 
h.owe\'er.  he  gained  some  capital,  and  mak- 
ing judicious  investments  of  this  in  land 
throughout  the  period  of  his  career  as  an 
agriculturist,  he  continually  added  t' >  his 
property  until  he  became  a  man  of  wealth 
His  death  occurred  in  1887.  when  he  was 
seventy-si.x  years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed 
awav  in  1891.  at  'the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  He  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
three  died  in  infancy,  and  of  the  nine  who 
reached  mature  years  all  are  yet  living  with 
the  exception  of  William,  the  half  Ivrother 
of  our  sul)ject.  The  others  are  Pamelia, 
the  wife  of  H.  Delavan,  of  Rawles  town- 
ship. Mills  countv;  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
H.  H.  Delaxan;  Mrs.  Xancy  Browning,  of 
Harrison  county,  Iowa;  Mrs.  ^lartha  Ro- 
land, of  Arkansas;  G.  \\'..  wIk^  is  living 
near  Glenwood,  Iowa;  Mrs.  \'irginia  Seeger, 
of  ]\Iills  county;  ^Irs.  .\nna  Seeger.  of 
Rawles  townslii]) ;  Mrs.  Julia  McClure.  of 
the  same  township;  and  Edward  C. 

John  Estes,  who  was  the  eldest  brother 
of  Richard  C.  E.stes,  served  in  the  war  or 
18 1 2,    enlisting    at    Lexington,    Kentucky. 
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He  was  in  the  battle  with  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  his  cousin,  when  the  Indian  chief, 
Tecumseh,  was  killed, — shot  by  Johnson, 
who  was  foremost  in  the  charge.  \Mien  the 
Indians  rallied  he  met  the  chief  in  a  hand- 
to-hand  contest.  John  Estes  was  engaged 
in  taking  flatboats  on  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Xew  Orleans,  whence  he  would  return  on 
foot  to  his  Kentucky  home.  Those  were 
the  days  when  Kentucky  was  called  the 
dark  and  bloody  ground  on  account  of  the 
atrocious  cruelty  and  deeds  of  violence  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians.  Mr.  Estes,  of  this 
review,  has  often  heard  his  father  relate 
the  story  concerning  the  finding  of  a  corpse 
of  an  Indian  which  had  been  placed  in  a 
rough  box  that  was  by  chains  fastened  in 
the  crotch  of  a  tree,  where  it  was  left  for 
several  years.  The  place  was  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  Estes  farm.  The  Indian 
was  undoubtedly  a  chief,  thus  elevated  so 
that  he  could  see  the  game  as  it  passed 
over  the  happy  hunting-ground. 

Edward  C.  Estes,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  acc|uiring  his  education  in 
the  district  schools.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  his  father's  famil)^  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  He  has  always  resided  in  ]\Iiris 
county  and  is  well  known  among  its  people. 
In  the  year  1891  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Jennie  iNIcClure,  who  was  born  in 
Scott  township,  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  J.  B.  McClure.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children ; 
Lucy  L.  and  Gilbert,  who  are  aged  re- 
spectively nine  and  six  years  and  are  now 
attending  school ;  Goldie,  who  is  four  years 
old;  and  Edward  ]M.,  the  baby,  born  in  No- 
vember, 1900. 

Mr.  Estes  owns  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  eighty-five  acres,  which  was  originally 


a  part  of  the  old  homestead.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  stock  and  fruit.  His 
apple  orchard  comprises  eighty  acres  and 
the  fine  fruits  there  produced  find  a  ready 
sale  upon  the  market  and  command  the  best 
prices.  In  his  pastures  may  be  seen  one 
hundred  head  of  good  cattle  and  he  an- 
nuall}^  sells  from  one  hundred  to  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  Poland  China  hogs. 
His  farm  is  well  arranged  for  the  conduct 
of  his  business  and  everything  is  carried  on 
along  progressive  lines.  The  neat,  thrifty 
appearance  of  the  place  indicates  his  care- 
ful and  energetic  spirit.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a  Democrat  and  he  has  held 
the  ofiice  of  justice  of  the  peace,  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  the  rewards  of  ofiice. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Christian  church,  contributing  liberally  to  its 
support  and  taking  an  active  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Estes  is  a  splendid  type 
of  the  stalwart  Kentuckian,  standing  six 
feet  and  four  inches  in  height,  while  his 
weight  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds. 
He  is  built  on  the  broad-gauge  plan,  phys- 
ically, mentally,  morally  and  socially.  He 
keeps  thoroughly  informed  concerning  the 
cjuestions  of  general  interest,  both  politicall}^ 
and  otherwise,  and  is  a  splendid  example  of 
an  enterprising  agriculturist,  widely  known 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  upright  character, 
as  well  as  for  his  success  in  business  af- 
fairs. Mrs.  Estes  is  a  most  estimable  lady 
and  they  both  have  the  warm  regard  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 


J.  J.  SWAIN. 

J.  J.  Swain,  the  well  known  and  pop- 
ular secretary  of  the  Mills  County  Fair  As- 
sociation, was  born  in  Dane  county,  Wis- 
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cousin,  on  the  8th  of  March.  1S49.  and  is  a 
son  of  Rev.  E.  R.  and  \\.  S.  (  Cady )  Swain. 
the  former  a  nati\e  of  X'erniont.  the  latter 
of  New  York,     'idie  Rev.  I'disha  R.  Swain 
was    born    in    Reading;.     \\  indsor     county, 
Vermont,   l-\'hruary   1').   1801.      His  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  ILannah  Ransom, 
and  it  was  for  her  lather,  Ehsha  Ransom, 
a  Baptist  minister,    that    the    Rev.   E.    R. 
Swain   was   named.     J  lis   maternal   grand- 
mother  bore   the   name   of   liannah   Grow, 
and  the  name  of  Hannah    seems    to    have 
been  a  fa\oritc  dwq  as  it  was  borne  by  the 
eran(hnoihcr,  the  ninthcr.  the  sister  and  one 
of  the  daughters  of  the  Rev.  Swain.     The 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Rev.  Swain  were 
as    follows :    Hannah,   born   at    Woodstock, 
Vermont,   August   30,    1802;    Aaron,   born 
February    19,    1804;   Sally,   born   in   i'lym- 
outh,    Chenango    county,  Xew    York,  No- 
vember 5,    1805;  a  son  who  was  born  on 
the  24th   of   May,    1807,   and   died   on   the 
26th  of  the  same  month ;  Olixer,  born  Au- 
gust   31,    1808;   "and   John    E.,    born    jNlay 
6,    1810.     The  father  of  this  family,  John 
F.  Swdin,  died  May  3,  181 1.     The  mother 
attempted  to  keep  the  family  together,  but 
fotmd    this    impossible    and    soon    the    chil- 
dren were  scattered.     She  afterward  mar- 
ried  Elisha   Morton,   Init   the   children   still 
remained   separated   and   were  ncjt  brought 
together  again   until   this   was   made  possi- 
ble through  the  efforts  of  Elisha  R.  Swain, 
the  eldest  of  the  lamilv. 

After  his  father's  death  he  went  to  live 
with  his  grandfather  and  uncle,  both  of 
whom  Ijore  the  name  of  Elisha  Ransom. 
He  was  not  kindly  treated  there,  however, 
and  tliis  largely  caused  him  to  lose  ambi- 
tion and  energy,  but  later  these  were  again 
aroused  and  he  entered  upon  a  work  whose 


induence  was  far-reaching.  He  remained 
with  his  maternal  grandfather  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  a 
place  about  eighteen  miles  from  his  home, 
to  learn  the  trade  of  chair-making  and  house 
painting,  but  after  two  years  thus  passed 
his  employer  failed,  so  that  the  Rev.  Swain, 
being  thrown  out  of  employment,  entered 
the  employ  of  his  uncle  James,  and  with 
him  the  next  year  went  to  Homer,  Cort- 
land county,  Xew  York,  where  he  remained 
for  one  year.  In  his  nineteenth  year  he 
took  up  his  abode  upon  the  place  which  had 
been  left  by  his  father,  and  gathered  all 
the  children  of  the  family  there,  with  the 
exception  of  the  youngest  brother,  John, 
who  lived  with  his  uncle,  Elisha  Swain, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  away.  They  ex- 
Pierienced  some  rather  hard  times  in  at- 
tempting to  gain  a  living,  Ijut  were  happy 
in  being  once  more  united. 

When  about  twenty  or  twenty-one 
years  of  age  Elisha  R.  Swain  was  married 
to  Eaura  Mead,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated December  2y,  1821.  The  lady  was 
born  December  2"/,  1803,  and  was  there- 
fore married  on  the  eighteenth  anniversary 
of  her  birth.  They  lived  happily  together 
for  about  sixteen  years,  when  Mrs.  Swain 
was  called  to  her  final  rest,  leaving  to  her 
husband  the  care  of  four  daughters  and  a 
son,  the  last  named  being  only  about  six 
months  old.  He  only  survived  his  mother 
fifteen  days.  The  children  were:  Mary, 
who  was  born  in  Plymouth ;  Eliza,  who 
died  from  scalding  when  about  two  years 
of  age;  Clarissa  and  Helen  Eliza,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Plymouth,  Chenan- 
o()  countv;  and  Ransom,  who  died  only 
fifteen  days  after  his  mother,  on  the  17th 
of  November,   1837.     The  eldest  daughter, 
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Mary,  also  passed  away  on  the  last  day  of 
December  of  the  same  year. 

In     the     meantime,    while     residing     in 
North     Norwich,    New      York,    Elisha     R. 
Swain   had   been  converted  and  joined  the 
North    Norwich    Baptist    church   in    1829. 
For  some  time  he  felt  that  he  was  called  to 
the   ministry   before   he   finally    decided    to 
devote  his  life  to  the  work,  but  at  length 
he  was  ordained  at    Clymer  church,   Har- 
mony Association,  of  New  York,  in  1833. 
In   1840  he  removed  to  Busti,  Chautauqua 
county.   New  York,   and  became  pastor  of 
the  church  there,  remaining  for  six  years. 
A  publication  which  appeared  in  1878  said 
that  "his  pastorate  was  the  longest  in  the 
church  and  the  most  splendid  record  in  its 
history."    In  the  six  years  one  hundred  and 
thirty  persons  were  baptized  and  the  mem- 
bership increased   from  eighty-four  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three.      In    1842,   dur- 
ing the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Swain,  a  revival 
meeting  was  held  and  the  church  recorded 
seventy-nine    baptisms.      Temperance     and 
virtue  pervaded  the  community  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  church  became  marked  on  all 
classes.     Soon  after  the  Rev.  Swain  moved 
to  that  place  the  church  built  a  parsonage 
and    its   work   prospered    in   every   depart- 
ment.    He  was  much  beloved  for  his  fer- 
vent piety,  social  qualities  and  entertaining 
preaching,   and  long  afterward  the  church 
invited  him  to  become  their  pastor  again. 
On   the   8th   of   May,    1839,   Elisha   R. 
Swain  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Betsy  R.  Kinne,  who  had  been 
a  friend  and  schoolmate  of  his  first  wife. 
On  the  28th  of  April  they  removed  to  Busti, 
Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  and  there 
on  the  23d  of  May,  1841,  Mr.  Swain  was 
again  bereft  by  the  death  of  his  wife,  who 


left  a   son,   Dwight   Kinne,   then   only   six- 
teen days  old,  who  died  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1842.      On   the   8th   of   November,   of   the 
same    year,     Mr.     Swain    wedded     Emma 
Sophronia    Winn.      She   was    a    widow    at 
the  time  and  her  maiden  name  was  Emma 
S.  Cady.     Her  father,  Sylvester  Cady,  was 
born  in  the  northwest  part  of  New  York, 
March  2^,  ^777,  and  married  Abigail  Ad- 
ams, who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,   born    May    27,    1782.       They   were 
married  January  6,   1805,  and  Mrs.  Swain 
was  their  second  child,  her  birth  occurring 
January  26,  1808.     Her  mother  was  famil- 
iarly known  as  Nabby  and  was  named  for 
the  wife  of  John  Adams,  to  whose  family 
she  belonged,   although  the  exact  relation- 
ship with  her  and  the  two  presidents,  John 
Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams,  has  never 
been  traced.     By  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    Swain    the    following   children   were 
born :    James  Ransom,  born  in  Busti,  New 
York,  May  25,    1843;  Johi^  Bunyan,  born 
in  Busti,   September  27,    1844;   Delia  Ma- 
ria,  born  in  Windsor,   Dane  county,   W^is- 
consin,    January    9,    1847,   the  first    white 
child  born  in  the  township;  Ira  Joy,  born 
March  8,  1849;  and  Aaron  Cady,  born  Oc- 
tober  2,    1 85 1.      In    1846,    oil   account   of 
failing  health,  Mr.  Swain  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, then  a  territory.     He  left  his  New 
York  home  on  the  30th  of  June,   and  on 
the  25th  of  September  took  up  his  abode 
in  what  afterward  became  Windsor,  Dane 
county.      He   there   gathered    together    the 
few  scattered  Baptists  on  the  frontier  and 
organized     the    Windsor     Baptist    church, 
which  at  first  had  but  eight  members.    He 
also   organized   a  church   in   the   adjoining 
town  of  Bristol  and  to  these  churches  and 
to    those    of    several    other    localities    he 
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l^reached  the  gospel  of  Christ  until  1867. 
While  in  Wisconsin  the  i)eo[)le  of  his  pas- 
torale raised  money  enough,  within  a  few 
dollars,'  for  liini  to  purchase  forty  acres 
of  land  and  that  constituted  his  lirst  home 
in  the  west.  J're\ious  to  liiis  he  had  en- 
tered eighty  acres  and  linally  purchased 
forty  acres  additional  so  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  was  located  twelve  miles 
northeast  of  Madison.  Wisconsin. 

On  reaching  Iowa  Rev.  Swain  gath- 
ered together  a  nunihcr  of  Baptists  and 
organized  a  church  near  Osage,  in  Floyd 
county.  In  August,  1867,  he  settled  in 
what  is  now  Peoples  township,  in  Boone 
county,  where  he  remained  untd  he  was 
called  to  the  home  prepared  for  the  right- 
eous. In  1868  he  organized  the  Spring 
\'alley  Baptist  church  in  Dallas  county, 
and  Wciis  largely  instrumental  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Peoples  Baptist  church, 
of  which  he  was  a  member  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  passed  away  April  7,  1886, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  one  month 
and  twenty-one  days.  Although  he  lost 
several  children,  he  reared  and  educated  a 
noble  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, all  of  whom  are  faithful  adherents  of 
the  Baptist  church.  The  day  of  his  de- 
mise, while  working  in  the  garden,  he  fell 
suddenly  to  the  ground,  ])rostrated  with 
heart  disease,  and  death  came  to  him  with- 
in ten  minutes.  lie  closely  followed  the 
teachings  of  the  beloved  apostle,  being  em- 
phatically a  peace-maker.  The  whole  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived  for  so  many  years 
joined  in  cherishing  his  memory  as  one  who 
was  a  true  and  faithful  preacher  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  lived  as  he 
preached. 


Of  his  wife.  Emma  S.  Swain,  it  may 
be  said,  as  the  Psalmist  wrote  of  old:  "Her 
children  rise  up  and  call  her  l)lessed."  Xo 
better  estimate  of  character  can  be  given 
than  the  child's  of  the  mother,  and  one  of 
-Mrs.  Swain's  daughters  said  of  her:  "I  can 
nut  write  anything  nicer  than  what  you 
wrote  in  your  letter  about  our  mother,  her 
gentle  tlisposition,  her  sweet,  confiding  na- 
ture, her  high  intellectual  development  and 
the  Christian  graces  that  shone  through  all 
her  life,  making  her  luemory  sacred  to  her 
lo\ing"  children,  and  blessed  by  the  commu- 
nities where  she  dwelt,  and  led  her  gently 
and  peacefully  into  the  Light  and  Life  l^e- 
yond.  In  a  few  words,  nothing  could  be 
better  to  say :  it  would  take  a  whole  volume 
to  say  all  that  nnght  be  told  of  her  beauti- 
ful life, — her  patience  under  grievous  trials 
and  disappointments,  her  cheerful  accept- 
ance of  whatever  her  lot  in  life  might  be, 
and  her  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
church.  Her  last  written  words  were  a 
prayer  that  'everything  might  be  removed 
that  hindered  her  from  conununion  with 
!  God.  Alas  for  us  I  the  prayer  was  quick- 
ly answered,  and  the  'tabernacle  of  clay' 
that  held  the  sweet  spirit  was  taken  away, 
and  she  was  free  from  earth." 

The  surviving  children  of  the  Rev. 
Swain  are  as  follows:  James  R.,  who  was 
married  2\Iay  J 8,  1867,  to  ^^lary  Ahnira 
Lewis,  at  Booneboro,  Iowa;  John  Bunyan, 
who  was  married  in  Windsor,  Dane  coun- 
tv,  Wisconsin,  in  1866.  to  Miss  Frances 
Julia  Wheaton;  Delia  Maria,  who  on  the 
9th  of  June.  1870,  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Ring-land,  in  Peoples  township,  Boone 
countv;  I.  J.,  of  this  review;  and  Aaron 
Cady,  who  married  Ettie  Benson,  near 
Union,  Llardin  county.  Iowa. 
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The  first  twelve  years  of  his  life  I.  J. 
Swain  spent  upon  a  farm,  and  then  attend- 
ed school  at  Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin,  for 
six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa.  On  the 
3d  of  May,  1870,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  the  village  of  JMalvern,  Mills  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  five  years,  and  then  located  on  the 
farm  in  White  Cloud  township  where  he 
now  resides,  it  being  the  homestead  of  his 
father-in-law.  The  same  year  he  purchased 
a  hardware  store  at  Malvern,  which  he  con- 
ducted eighteen  months,  but  since  that  time 
has  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  has  met  with  marked  success  in 
his  undertakings. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1875,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Swain  and 
Miss  Hannah  A.  Summers,  who  was  born 
on  the  farm  where  they  now  live,  and  was 
the  only  child  of  ]\Iilton  Summers,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  j\Iil- 
ton  Summers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Malvern, 
was  named  in  his  honor.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swain  have  been  born  six  children, 
as  follows:  Clarence  E.,  Dwight  ]\I.,  Alton 
J.,  Milton  S.,  E.  Ransom  and  James  N. 
All  are  receiving  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages that  the  schools  of  this  section 
afford.  The  family  is  one  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  is  quite  prominent  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  the  community.  They 
hold  membership  in  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Swain  is  one  of  the  most  active 
members  of  the  Mills  County  Fair  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  has  been  secretary  for 
twelve  years  or  more.  By  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  in  1872.     He  has 


creditably  filled  many  local  offices  of  honor 
and  trust,  such  as  township  trustee,  clerk  and 
member  of  the  school  board,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  and  progressive 
men  of  his  commtmity.  He  is  a  whole- 
souled,  genial  gentleman  who  makes  many 
friends  and  is  quite  popular  socially.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
]\Iasonic  lodge  of  IMalvern. 


STEPHEN  D.  DAVIS. 

^^'hile  "the  race  is  not  always  to  the 
swift  n(jr  the  battle  to  the  strong,"  the  in- 
variable law  of  destiny  accords  to  tireless 
energy,  industry  and  aljility  a  successful  ca- 
reer. The  truth  of  this  assertion  is  abund- 
antly verified  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Davis.  In 
financial  circles  he  has  worked  his  way  up- 
ward from  an  humble  position  to  one  of 
affluence  and  is  to-day  numbered  among  the 
prosperous  stockmen  and  farmers  of  Mills 
county,  his  labors  having  brought  to  him 
a  splendid  return. 

Stephen  D.  Davis  was  born  October  25, 
1820,  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  a  son  of 
Levi  and  ]\Iary  (Rudyard)  Davis.  The  pa- 
ternal grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Robert  and  Nancy  Davis.  Robert  Davis 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  spent 
his  entire  life  in  that  state,  by  occupation 
being  a  gunsmith.  The  maternal  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  Isaiah  Rudyard,  i-n 
old  sea  captain.  Levi  Davis,  the  father  of 
Stephen  D.  Davis,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  stand- 
ing army  for  a  time.  At  a  period  in  the 
pioneer  development  of  Ohio  he  came  with 
his  wife  and  children  to  the  Buckeye  state, 
the   year   of  their   emigration   being   about 
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1806.  His  last  (lays  were  spent  in  Jacks(jn 
count)',  Oliio.  J  lis  wife,  who  also  w.'is  a 
nati\e  of  \oith  Carolina,  was  again  mar- 
ried, after  her  husband's  death,  and  re- 
moved to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  a  few  years 
before  her  son  Stephen  became  a  resident  of 
the  county.  Her  remaining  days  were  spent 
at  her  home  here.  Levi  and  Mary  Davis 
Avere  the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  sons 
and  six  daughters.  Alost  of  them  were 
farming  jjeople,  were  married  and  have  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren. 

Stephen  D.  Davis  spent  the  years  of  his 
minority  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio.  His  ed- 
ucational privileges  were  extremely  mea- 
ger. He  pursued  his  studies  in  an  old-time 
log  school-house,  with  its  primitive  furnish- 
ings and  greased-paper  windows.  The 
methods  of  teaching  also  were  rather  crude 
and  the  school  was  supported  by  the  sub- 
scription plan.  But  he  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities  through  life  and  by  ob- 
servation and  experience  gained  much  val- 
uable knowledge.  In  his  boyhood  he  dis- 
played considerable  musical  ability  and  per- 
formed upon  the  fife.  His  father  employed 
a  poor  old  Dutch  Revolutionary  soldier  who 
played  the  drum,  while  young  Stephen 
played  upon  the  fife.  He  also  played  the 
fife  at  the  time  when  recruits  were  being 
solicited  for  the  ^Mexican  war  and  also  for 
the  Civil  war. 

He  first  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  making 
the  journey  in  a  spring  wagon.  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  brother  Robert  and  to- 
gether they  made  the  trip  to  the  Hawkeye 
state  to  see  the  country  and  buy  some  land. 
In  tlie  fall  of  the  year  Mr.  Davis  removed 
to  Iowa.  Starting  from  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
he  proceeded  by  boat  down  the  Ohio  and 

up  the  ?klississippi  river  to  Keokuk,  where 
27 


he  hired  a  man  to  bring  him  and  his  family 
across  the  country — a  distance  of  eighty 
miles — to  the  home  of  his  brother-in-law, 
David  Rickabaugh.  Here  he  purchased  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  with  that  outfit  traveled 
to  his  destinaticju.  He  first  located  a  few 
miles  south  of  the  present  site  of  Red  Oak, 
in  Montgomery  county,  but  after  a  few 
months  came  to  Mills  county. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  had  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  [xjor  land,  a 
horse  and  a  cow,  but  no  money.  In  thir- 
teen years  from  that  time  he  was  the  owner 
of  five  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land, 
entirely  free  from  indebtedness.  On  com- 
ing to  Mills  county  he  located  in  Indian 
Creek  township,  near  where  the  town  of 
Emerson  now  stands,  and  after  residing 
alx)ut  one  year  at  that  place  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Spring  Valley,  White  Cloud  town- 
ship, in  Alarch,  1857.  Here  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  on  section  J9 
and  to  this  he  has  added  until  he  now  has 
nineteen  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  His 
place  is  known  as  the  Spring  \'alley  Stock 
Fann  on  account  of  the  fine  spring  which 
has  a  flow  of  about  thirty  gallons  per  min- 
ute. He  has  constructed  a  fine  fish  pond, 
which  is  supplied  with  water  from  this 
spring  and  contains  an  abundance  of  fish. 
He  has  made  ditches  one  mile  in  length 
and  has  otherwise  improved  his  property 
until  it  is  most  valuable.  Mr.  Davis  is  one 
one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  and  stock 
men  of  Mills  county.  He  has  ever  prose- 
cuted his  work  along  well-defined  lines  of 
labor,  has  followed  progressive  methods, 
and  his  enterprise  and  industry  have  ena- 
bled him  to  continually  add  to  his  prop- 
erty. In  adtlition  to  the  home  place  he  has 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near 
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C(  mncil  Bluffs,  one  of  one  hundred  and 
fift3'-seven  acres  near  Whiting,  Iowa,  and 
another  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
east  of  Onawa,  Iowa.  At  one  time  he 
owned  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Kansas,  and  he  now  has  eleven  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  that  state,  together  with 
thirteen  hundred  acres  in  Texas,  and  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  South  Dakota. 
He  is  at  all  times  just,  and  probity  is  num- 
bered  among  his  chief  characteristics. 

Air.  Davis  is  a  man  of  resourceful  busi- 
ness ability,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  fields  he  has  engaged  in  the 
stock  business  on  a  large  scale.  He  keeps 
excellent  grades  of  horses  and  cattle  and 
these  find  a  ready  sale  upon  the  markets. 
Air.  Davis  is  also  a  prominent  factor  in 
banking  circles.  He  is  interested  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Malvern,  of  which 
he  is  the  vice-president.  He  is  also  finan- 
cially interested  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Tabor,  of  which  he  was  president  for 
a  year  or  two  and  is  still  a  stockholder  in 
the  institution.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
a  bank  in  Athena,  Oregon,  and  in  one  at 
Colton,  Washington. 

On  the  /th  of  April,  1842,  Mr.  Davis 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Par- 
ker, a  native  of  Virginia,  born  September 
17,  i82ij  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Parker.  Her  father  died  in  Jack- 
son county,  Ohio,  and  her  mother  died  in 
the  home  of  our  subject  after  living  with 
him  for  a  cjuarter  of  a  century.  .Mr.  Davis 
and  his  wife  traveled  life's  journey  together 
for  fifty-three  years,  sharing-  with  each 
other  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity  and 
prosperity.  Mrs.  Davis  was  a  most  esti- 
mable woman.  Never  throughout  the  long 
years  of  her  married  life  was   she  known 


to  speak  a  cross  word,  no  matter  how  great 
her  worries  or  how  tired  she  might  be.  She 
possessed  a  calm  and  even  temperament  un- 
der perfect  control,  and  her  devotion  to  her 
familv  was  beautiful  to  see.  She  was  a 
great  Bible  student,  spending  much  time 
and  thought  over  the  holy  scriptures  and 
thus  becoming  familiar  with  the  lessons  of 
the  Master  and  His  apostle.  Her  knowl- 
edge of  holy  writ  thus  became  extensive 
and  her  interpretation  of  it  was  seen  in  her 
daily  life,  in  her  kindliness,  her  love,  her 
charity  and  her  forbearance.  Hers  was  in- 
deed a  beautiful  Christian  spirit,  so  in  har- 
mony with  the  teachings  of  the  Christ  that 
her  influence  was  very  marked  among  those 
who  knew  her.  Ten  children  were  born 
unto  our  subject  and  his  wife:  Marion  T., 
Tacy  L.,  Minerva  A.,  Charles  F.  and  six  now 
deceased.  The  mother's  death  occurred 
August  31,  1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years,  eleven  months  and  fourteen 
days,  and  throughout  the  entire  communi- 
ty her  loss  was  deeply  felt.  She  was  a 
kind  neighbor,  a  faithful  friend  and  enjoyed 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
her. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Davis  has 
been  a  stalwart  Republican  from  the  year 
i860,  previous  to  which  time  he  voted  with 
the  Democracy.  Mrs.  Davis  was  reared  in 
the  Baptist  faith,  and  her  earnest  Christian 
example  left  a  deep  impression  upon  her 
children.  As  a  citizen  Mr.  Davis  is  public- 
spirited,  giving  an  earnest  co-operation  to 
all  movements  for  the  general  good.  His 
life  has  certainly  been  a  success.  His  en- 
tire career  is  illustrative  of  the  fact  that 
certain  actions  are  followed  bv  certain  re- 
suits :  and  his  determined  purpose,  guided 
by   sound   business   judgment,    has   enabled 
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him  to  a(I\ancc  steadily  toward  the  goal  of 
success;  and  liis  methods  will  stand  the 
closest  investigation.  lie  has  certainly  mer- 
ited the  distinction  of  being  what  the  world 
calls  a  self-made  man.  'J'his  is  the  onlv  title 
which  the  American  republic  confers  u[)on 
its  citizens,  and  it  is  one  which  may  be 
proutlly  worn.  Entering  upon  his  business 
career  without  the  aid  of  wealtli  or  intlu- 
ential  friends,  he  has  advanced  steadily, 
step  by  step,  to  a  positicju  of  prominence 
in  financial  circles.  As  the  years  have 
passed  he  has  added  to  his  property  and 
wealth  through  earnest  labor,  close  ap[)li- 
cation  and  sound  judgment.  Of  such  a 
record  he  may  be  justly  proud,  and  so  his 
history  should  be  a  source  of  inspiration 
and  encouragement  to^  others. 


WILLIAM  W.  CREAMER. 

William  Wallace  Creamer,  the  subject 
of  the  present  sketch,  is  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Henderson,  Mills  cf)unty.  Iowa, 
conducting  there  a  general  store  for  the  sale 
of  robes,  harness  and  saddlery. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Creamer  took  place 
m  13ade  county,  Missouri,  Ma\-  14.  1849. 
His  father  was  John  Creamer,  a  native  ot 
Fayette  county,  Ohio,  born  there  in  18 18. 
dying  on  his  farm  four  miles  from  Hastings, 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  i88r.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  resident  of  Ohio, 
where  he  had  engaged  in  teaching  and  farm 
ing  and  lived  to  be  an  octogenarian,  leav- 
ing a  family  of  eight  children,  two  of  wdiom 
are  still  surviving,  Henry  Creamer,  a  resi- 
dent of  Tennessee,  an\l  Cyrus  Creamer,  li\- 
ing  in  Nebraska.  The  mother  of  our  im 
mediate  subject  was  Elizabeth  (McMillan) 
'Creamer,  a  native  of  Ohio.      She  was   the 


daughter  of  a  farmer  who  later  eniraced 
in  carpenter  work,  becijming  still  later  a 
builder  and  contractor.  Many  structure.^ 
are  standing  testifying  to  his  skill,  in  thi-, 
county,  in  Pottawattamie  and  in  I'remont 
ccnmties;  and  the  famous  barn  near  Cres- 
cent City,  now  owned  by  Solomon  McMil- 
lan, was  erected  by  him.  in  1875.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  survived  her  husband  two 
years,  her  death  taking  place  in  1883.  1 'ley 
had  a  large  number  of  children,  tiie  sur- 
vivors being :  J.  J.  Creamer,  of  Cedar  coun- 
ty, Nebraska,  who  has  one  child;  C.  L. 
Creamer,  of  Elmwood,  Cass  county,  Ne 
braska,  w  ho  has  five  children ;  John  E. 
Creamer,  of  W'ickersham,  state  of  Wash- 
ington; Cynthia,  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Plerbert, 
of  Pottawattamie  county,  Iowa,  who  has  a 
family  of  three  children;  and  onr  subject, 
who  was  the  second  child.  The  burial- 
place  of  the  parents, whose  memory  is  tender- 
ly cherished,  is  in  East  Eil)erty,  Silver 
Creek  township.  The  Methodist  church  at 
this  place  was  erected  by  Mr.  Creamer's  fa- 
ther, the  church  being  of  that  denomina- 
tion of  which  the  family  were  devoted 
members.  The  father  was  an  active  man 
all  his  life,  cared  well  for  his  familv,  and 
as  a  pioneer  of  1851  built  ui)  his  home  at 
Malvern  when  there  was  no  railroad  and 
the  site  of  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha  con- 
sisted of  but  four  log  houses. 

William  Wallace  Creamer  was  educated 
in  the  district  school  and  remained  .at  home 
until  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  at  w  hich  time 
he  married  Miss  .\nna  P.  Thompson,  a  na- 
ti\-e  of  Canada,  who  came  ti>  Iowa  in  her 
early  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Gavin  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Scot- 
land, in  1 8 16,  and  died  December  12,  1882. 
His  wife.  Jane  Mint  >  Thompson,  was  born 
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January  4,  18 14,  and  lived  until  June  21, 
1884,  leaving-  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Mr.  and  Airs.  Creamer  have  but  one 
child,  Ralph  E.,  who  was  born  May  11, 
1879.  He  is  a  bright  young  man,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Henderson  public  school  and  at 
present  successfully  acting  as  a  salesman  in 
a  business  house  of  Villisca,  Iowa. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Creamer  engaged 
in  farming,  but  in  1886  he  became  a  sales- 
man for  the  firm  of  Shaffer  &  Sons,  contin- 
uing with  them  for  more  than  three  years. 
In  1887  he  bought  the  stock  of  his  present 
business  and  since  that  time  has  continued 
in  this  line,  successfully  pursuing  it,  his 
methods  pleasing  his  patrons.  He  disposed 
of  his  farm  in  1893,  bought  his  home  and 
since  that  time  has  made  Henderson  his  place 
of  residence. 

Politically  Mr.  Creamer  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  socially  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  For  fifteen  years  he  has 
given  his  ser\'ices  as  school  director,  so 
efficiently  discharging  the  duties  that  his 
neighbors  can  not  spare  him. 


GRAHAM  F.  JONES. 

Among  the  prominent  men  and  veteran 
soldiers  of  Alills  countv,  Iowa,  is  Grahani 
F.  Jones,  who  was  bom  in  Ohio  in  1837, 
a  son  of  Jdhn  and  Margaret  (  Herin)  Jones, 
the  former  a  nati\-e  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
removed  to  Ohio  about  1820,  the  latter  the 
daughter  of  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  settled 
in  Pennsylvania  when  the  Indian  tribes  still 
possessed  much  of  the  country.  A  Ijrothei 
of  Mrs.  Jones,  named  John  Herin,  was  cap- 
tured ])}'  the  Indians  l)ut  \\as  finally  recap- 
tured bv  a  band  of  settlers,  his  brother  Jo- 
seph being  the  captain  of  the  party.     The 


wild  life  of  the  Indian  seemed  to  have 
pleased  John  Herin,  however,  for  he  re- 
turned to  the  tribe  of  his  own  accord  and 
finally  became  their  chief  when  they  migrat- 
ed to  the  Red  river  country,  and  died  among 
them.  Later  Joseph  Herin  and  his  compan- 
ions were  captured  and  all  were  killed  ex- 
cept him  and  one  other,  and  they  would 
probably  have  shared  the  same  fate  had  they 
not  been  rescued  by  a  French  woman  who 
ransomed  them.  Joseph  then  went  into  the 
war  of  181 2  and  served  with  distinction, 
later  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
made  a  name  in  commercial  circles,  became 
a  Mason  of  high  degree,  and  finally,  after 
an  adventerous  life,  lost  it  in  a  duel  with  a 
Frenchman,  over  some  trivial  disagreement. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject 
are  either  known  or  remembered  in  many 
sections  of  the  country.  They  were :  Ed- 
ward, who  was  a  soldier  under  Sherman  in 
the  great  march  to  the  sea  and  died  from 
wounds  received  in  his  country's  service; 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis,  deceased,  who  lost  her 
husband  in  the  Civil  war,  he  being  killed 
at  Winchester;  Mrs.  Martha  Johnson,  de- 
ceased ;  James,  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
deceased ;  John  and  Mary,  who  died  when 
children;  Joseph,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  war,  became  blind,  but  notwithstand-- 
ing  this  affliction  studied  medicine  and  is 
now  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  with  a  large  practice ;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Matson ;  Mrs.  Dorcas  Smith,  deceased ; 
Nathaniel,  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  resid- 
ing in  Kenton,  Ohio;  and  John  Alexander, 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  who  has  only 
recently  had  a  ball  taken  out  of  his  shoulder 
blade,  and  resides  in  Missouri. 

Our  suliject  was  reared  in  Ohio,  where 
he  received  his  education  and  employed  his 
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time  on  a  farm  until  he  enlisted  in  the  armv 
for  a  three-nil 'Hths  scr\icc.  (liiriuL;-  the  C"i\il 
Avar.  lie  has  llic  dislincliun  oi  having;-  placed 
his  name  at  the  head  of  the  lisr  nn  the  roll 
of  Company  G.  Fourth  ( )hi()  Infantry,  Cai)- 
tain  Gruhl),  and  accompanied  the  regiment, 
under  C()li>nel  Rohinsc^n,  to  Camp  Denni- 
son.  On  June  3d  of  the  same  year  he  re- 
enlisted  for  a  ser\-ice  of  three  years  and  was 
sent  to  \'irginia.  into  Cieneral  Rosecrans' 
division  and  saw  a  great  deal  df  the  hard 
fighting  in  that  state  and  on  the  I'otomac. 
later  heing  transferred  to  Ceneral  Shields' 
command.  Our  suhject  recalls  with  \i\id- 
ness  the  l)attles  of  Rich  Alouiuain.  Laurel 
Hill,  Fort  Repuhlic,  Frederickshurg,  and 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  Harpers  Ferry,  where 
he  helped  to  build  the  bridge  across  the  Po- 
tomac. He  was  also  in  the  battles  of  Blue's 
Gap,  Winchester,  Malvern  Hill,  Martins- 
burg  and  the  seven  days  of  fighting  around 
Richmond.  He  had  gone  into  the  ca\'alr}- 
service  and  after  an  experience  like  the  fore- 
going, without  injury,  suffered  from  the 
fall  of  his  wounded  horse  and  was  thus  in- 
capacitated from  further  service  and  was 
honorably  discharged,  having  made  a  record 
of  the  greatest  bravery. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1870.  to  ^Nliss 
Sarah  Melissa  Kimmey,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  are  the  following:  George  15..  Mrs. 
Hessie  Elwell.  Robert.  Mrs.  Gretta  1  )osh 
and  Grace.  ^^Ir.  Jones,  with  his  faniil\-, 
came  to  Mills  countv  trom  ( )hio  in  1875. 
soon  after  being  anpointed  superintendent 
of  the  county  infirmary,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years,  faith fulU-  performing 
the  obligations  of  his  office.  .\l  that  time 
he  Ixnight  his  present  nice  farm,  one  and 
three-fourths  miles  from   Hillsdale,  and  has 


resided  there  in  c<jmfort  e\er  since.  He  has 
a  good  orchard,  etc.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  organization  and  is  an 
active  member  oi  the  lodge  in  Hillsdale. 
F'oth  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church,  where  they 
are  regarded  with  the  highest  esteem,  and 
no  record  of  the  prominent  residents  ot 
Mills  county,  hnva.  would  be  complete  with- 
out mention  of  them. 


A.  G.  BAGLEV. 

.\.  G.  Baglev  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Fremont  county,  whither  he 
came  with  his  parents  when  fourteen  years 
of  age.  That  was  in  the  year  1859.  and  the 
work  of  progress  and  development  seemed 
scarcely  begun  in  this  district,  which  was 
then  situated  on  the  wild  western  frontier. 
The  Bagleys  ably  assisted  in'  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  present  i^rosperity  and 
development  of  the  county  and  the  name 
has  ever  been  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  com- 
mendable in  citizenship  and  in  private  life. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  in  the  vicinity 
of  Randolph.  He  is  descended  from  old 
New  Enoland  stock  and  was  born  in  Cuva- 
hoga  county.  Ohio.  April  26,  1844.  his  par- 
ents being  Russia  and  Rebecca  (Newell) 
Bagley. 

Russia  Bagley  was  Iwrn  in  A'ermont  and 
when  a  young  man  emigrated  westward  to 
Ohio,  where  he  found  and  married  Miss 
Newell,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  with  her  parents  removed  to  Cuyahoga 
countv.  Ohio,  in  the  pioneer  epoch  of  its  his- 
tory. At  that  time  Cleveland  was  a  small 
village,  containing  only  a  few  houses,  and 
Indians   were   still    verv   numerous    in     the 


448 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


country.  There  were  no  mills  in  that  part 
of  the  state  and  the  pioneer  settlers  had  to 
pound  their  wheat  and  corn  in  mortars  in 
order  to  make  breadstuffs.  The  ladies  of 
the  household  would  exchange  a  pound  of 
butter  for  a  pound  of  salt.  Many  difficulties 
and  hardships  were  endured  in  opening  up 
the  region  to  civilization,  but  there  were 
also  many  pleasures  known  only  to  pioneer 
life.  The  husbands  and  fathers  entered  their 
land  from  the  government  and  improved 
farms.  The  Bagleys  and  Xewells  were  well 
known  and  honored  people  and  were  actively 
identified  with  the  work  of  progress  and  im- 
provement there.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject served  through  the  war  of  1812,  and  in 
recognition  of  the  aid  which  he  rendered 
his  government  he  was  given  a  land  war- 
rant, which  he  sold. 

He  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  five  children,  the  others  being 
George,  a  physician,  who  died  in  Ohio; 
Nathaniel,  an  agriculturist  of  Putnam  coun- 
ty, Ohio ;  Parley,  who  died  in  Vermont ;  and 
Ruth,wdio  also  passed  away.  Russia  Bagley's 
wife,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bagley,  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  children, 
the  others  being  Polly,  now  Mrs.  Edgel ; 
Mrs.  Adelia  Colby;  John,  who  died  in  Bu- 
chanan county.  Iowa ;  Mrs.  Almira  Baker, 
of  Fremont  countv ;  and  George,  who  is  a 
farmer  and  broom  manufacturer. 

After  the  marriage  of  Russia  Bagley  and 
Rebecca  Newell  they  located  upon  his  farm 
in  Ohio,  where  they  resided  for  many  years, 
after  which  that  property  was  exchanged 
for  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Fremont 
county.  Mr.  Baglev  had  not  seen  the  land 
at  the  time  the  trade  was  made,  and  wdien 
he  came  to  the  west  he  found  that  it  was  wet 
and  not  very  profitable ;  but  it  has  since  been 


drained   and   has   been   transformed   into   a 
very  desirable  property.   In  1859  he  removed 
his  family  to  Iowa,  making  the  journey  on 
steamboat  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers.   He  located  upon  a  portion  of  his 
land  west  of  the  Nishnabotna  river,  not  far 
distant   from   Randolph,   and   there   he   im- 
proved a  farm,  making  it  his  place  of  abode 
for  many  years,  when  he  settled  on  another 
tract    of    land    on    Deer    creek.      There    he 
again  developed  a  good  farm,  making  it  the 
permanent   place   of   his   residence   until   he 
was  called  to  his  final  rest,  on  the  8th  ot 
November,  1885,  when  ninety- four  years  of 
age.     He  had  enjoyed  excellent  health  up  to 
the  time  of  his  demise,  and  only  a  few  days 
before  his  death  he  had  walked  to  ine  polli* 
where  he  cast  his  vote  for  the  Republican 
candidate.     He  was  a  strong,  athletic  man, 
of  brave  and  fearless  nature,  always  ener- 
getic and  industrious.     When  sixty  years  of 
age  he  could  cut  four  cords  of  w-ood  in  a 
day,  and  by  his  hard  labor  and  honest  deal- 
ing he  acquired   a  comfortable  competence 
for  the  evening  of  life.     He  never  aspired 
to  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office, 
but  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  a 
number  of  years.   His  life  was  the  quiet,  hon- 
est one  of  the   farmer  and  at  all  times  he 
commanded   the   confidence   and   respect   of 
those  with  whom  he  w^as  associated. 

His  wife  survived  him  and  spent  her 
last  days  in  the  home  of  her  children,  dying 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  ]\Irs.  Clark, 
December  26,  1894,  when  ninety-three  years 
of  age.  Her  husband  had  been  previously 
married  before  they  were  wedded,  his  first 
union  being  with  a  Miss  Teuman,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children,  as  follow^s :  Helen,  who 
became  Mrs.  Marble  and  died  in  Chicago, 
Illinois;    Lemath,    who   became    Mrs.    Link 
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and  (lied  in  Kentucky;  Mrs.  Margaret  Ktjhe ; 
William  aiul  josej)!!.  wlm  died  in  Ohio;  and 
Lucina.  wln)  is  lixing  in  Missouri.  The 
children  horn  untt)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagley 
were:  P.  M.,  a  ])r(iniinent  farmer  and  cap- 
italist, who  died  in  h'remont  county;  Mary, 
now  deceased,  who  was  married  in  Ohio  to 
O.  A.  Clark,  who  entered  the  army  at  the 
time  of  the  Ci\il  war  and  while  he  was  at 
the  front  she  came  to  her  parents  in  Fremoni 
coiuit}'.  where  her  hushand  jomed  her  aftei 
the  close  of  hostilities,  hecoming  a  prominent 
farmer  of  this  iocalitx';  Christiana,  who  is 
also  deceased;  Am}-,  the  wife  of  W'illiani 
Rusl ;  A.  G.,  of  this  re\iew ;  Fanny,  the 
wife  of  David  Shultz,  a  farmer  of  Mills 
county;  and  .\I\aretta,  wln)  died  in  child- 
hood. Of  the  Methodist  churcli  the  par- 
ents were  consistent  and  faithful  memhers, 
and  into  the  minds  of  their  children  they 
early  instilled  lessons  of  industry  and  hon- 
esty. Throughout  his  career  the  father  was 
a  stin"dy  farmer  of  sterling  integrity  and 
honor. 

A.  G.  pjagley  spent  the  hrst  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  in  his  nati\c  state  and  then 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa,  remaining 
in  their  home  until  after  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  He  assisted  in  the  work  of 
impro\-ing  and  developing  the  farm  and  also 
spent  some  time  in  schools,  hut  his  studies 
were  interrupted  li}-  his  ill  health.  He  suf- 
fered greatly  from  chills  and  fever.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war.  helieving  that  a 
change  of  climate  would  henelU  his  health, 
he  made  arangements  to  accompany  the 
Rev.  Moses  Pavne.  who  was  engaged  in 
freighting  for  the  government,  to  Xew  Mex- 
ico with  ox  teams.  \A'ith  other  e(|uipments 
they  took  a  coffin,  for  it  was  feared  that 
jNlr.   llagley  woidd  not  sur\i\e  the  trip  and 


arrangements  were  therefore  made  for  the 
hurial.  The  cotlin  was  put  in  the  wagon 
which  he  drove  and  he  sat  on  it.  slept  hy 
it  and  sometimes  in  it  during  the  trip  ti» 
Mexico,  hut  it  was  never  brought  into  use 
for  him,  as  his  health  improved ;  but  the 
parson  sold  the  coffin  while  they  were  in  the 
south.  Returning  home,  he  resumed  farm- 
ing, and  in  iS'xj  he  completed  his  arrange- 
ments for  a  home  of  his  own  by  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  W'ittenmyer.  They 
located  upon  a  farm  in  b'remont  county, 
there  residing  until  1SS3.  when  they  removed 
to  a  farm  in  Xebraska.  Subse(|uently  Mr. 
P)agley  engaged  in  merchandising  .and  in 
selling  farm  machinerv.  In  iJ^S^  he  re- 
ttirned  to  h^"emont  county,  locating  in 
Tabor,  having  traded  his  Xebra.^Ka  land  foi 
a  large  stock  of  merchandise.  He  handled 
farm  machinery  and  agricultural  imjjle- 
ments,  engaging  in  that  line  of  business 
until  1888,  when  he  again  went  to  Xebraska. 
where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising 
until  1893.  In  that  year  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  northwestern  Canada,  where  he  car- 
ried on  the  same  line  of  business  until  June, 
1899,  when  he  once  more  took  up  his  abode 
in  Fremont  coiuit\",  his  home  being  upon  a 
fine  farm  in  Xishnalxitna  valley.  His  resi- 
dence adjoins  the  cm-poration  limits  of  Ran- 
dolph. He  is  now  conducting  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  and  has  a  very  valuable 
and  desirable  place,  in  which  no  modern  ac- 
cessory or  convenience  is  lacking.  His  lionie, 
recently  erected,  is  a  two-story  frame  dwel- 
ling, built  in  a  modern  architectm'al  stvle. 
and  in  the  rear  are  found  large  barns  rmd 
substantial   outbuildings. 

Mrs.  Baglev,  who  for  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury  has  been  a  faithful  companion  and  help- 
mate to  her  husband  on  life's  jonrnev,  is  a 
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lady  of  intelligence  and  culture,  belonging 
to  one  of  the  honored  early  families  of  this 
state.  She  was  born  in  Illinois,  July  ii, 
1851,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Martha 

(Hooper)  Wittenmyer,  the  former  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Adams 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married. 
Thev  were  of  German  and  Scotch  descent. 

riiey  removed  to  Illinois  and  after  a  num- 
l)er  of  years,   in    1868,   came    to    Fremont 
countv.  where  the  father  purchased  and  im- 
proved  a   farm,   upon   which    he   continued 
through  a  long  period.     In  the  evening  of 
life  he  removed  to  Nebraska,  \yhere  both  he 
and  his  wife  died,  the  latter  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1893,  ^'^'^^  the  former  on  the  27th 
of  April,  1894.  They  were  earnest  and  loyal 
memljers  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  in  his 
political  faith  ]\Ir.   Wittenmyer  was  first  a 
A\'hig  and  afterward  a  Republican.     Their 
marriage  was  blessed   with  seven  children, 
namely:  Frank,  a  resident  farmer  of  Fre 
mont   county;   Mrs.   Elizabeth   Bagley ;   Jo- 
seph,  who  is  employed   as  a   smelter  by  a 
gold-mining  company;   Carrie,   the  wife  ot 
James   Henry ;   Anna,    the   wife   of   Joseph 
Henry  ;  AVilliam,  of  South  Dakota  ;  and  Em- 
ma, the  wife  of  E.  Asman.     Seven  children 
grace  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Bagley ; 
Hattie    F.,   -now    the    wife    of    Dr.    James 
Richardson,  of  northwestern  Canada;  Aleb 
vin,  who  is  living  in  the  same  locality;  Syl 
via,  the  wife  of  W.  Froste,  of  Canada ;  Ra- 
phael, who  also  is  living  in  the  British  prov 
ince;  Theressa.  who  makes  her  home  with 
her  sister  in  Canada;  \^erda,  who  is  v.-ith  her 
parents;   and   Claude,   who   was   born    Sep 
tember  30,   1887,  and  is  still  under  the  pa-« 
rental  roof.     Mr.  Bagley  exercises  his  right 
of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of     the   Republican   party,   but   office- 


holdings  have  no  attraction  for  him.  He 
devotes  his  time  and  energies  untiringly  to 
his  lousiness  affairs,  in  which  he  has  pros- 
pered. His  capable  management  and  keen 
discrimination  have  been  active  factors  in 
his  continued  success,  and  to-day,  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  well-directed  efforts,  he  is 
classed  among  the  successful  citizens  of  Fre- 
mont countv. 


ADELBERT  J.   WEARIN. 

This  gentleman  is  entitled  to  distinc- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and 
enterprising  men  of  southwestern  Iowa,  and 
has  for  man}-  years  been  identiiied  with  the 
interests  of  Mills  county.  Upon  the  com- 
mercial activity  of  a  community  depends 
its  prosperity  and  the  men  who  are  recog- 
nized as  leading  citizens  are  those  who  con- 
trol extensive  business  enterprises.  Mr. 
W'^earin  is  a  man  of  broad  capabilities  who 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes. 

Fie  was  born  in  Porter  county.  Indiana, 
about  forty-fi\-e  miles  southeast  of  Chica- 
go, and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  C.  and  Olive 
AVearin,  who  are  represented  on  another 
page  of  this  volume.  As  he  never  left  the 
parental  roof  our  subject  afTfirms  that  he 
still  resides  at  home.  He  is  the  only  son 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  is  prac- 
tically self-educated,  though  he  attended  the 
district  schools  to  some  extent,  at  the  same 
time  herding  cattle  on  the  prairie  and 
bringing  them  home  at  night.  His  first  busi- 
ness experience  aside  from  farming  was  in 
a  bank  at  Hastings,  which  he  and  H.  B. 
Gray  established  in  1890  and  conducted 
about  five  years.  He  then  came  to  Mal- 
vern and  opened  a  bank  at  this  place,  which 
he  carried  on  until  July  i,   1900,  when  he 
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sold  out.  Although  practically  retired  from 
l3usiness,  he  still  looks  after  his  large  estate, 
landed  interests,  live  stock,  etc..  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly husy  for  a  retired  man.  heing 
like  P.  T.  Barnum.  ton  progrcssixe  <'md  up- 
to-date  to  cast  aside  all   husiness  cares. 

On   the    1 8th   of   Septemher.    1885,    Mr.  i 
^^'earin    was    united    in    marriage    lo    Miss  I 
]\lar\'    L.    l-'ostcr,   a   nali\e  of  southern    llli-  : 
nois,  and  a  (.laughter  of  William    W  .   and 
Ruth  (Marion)  Foster,  the  former  a  native 
of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.     The 
Fosters  were  of   Scotch-Irish   descent,   and 
A\'illiam    W.    Foster   was  an   uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.     He  tlied  in  lllinnis  in  De- 
cemher.   1899,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
that  state  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 

Unt(i  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W'carin  were  born 
two  children,  but  one  died  in  infancy.  The 
Ii\'ing  is  Josiah  F..  a  \crv  bright  young 
man.  who  was  born  on  the  30th  of  Sei)tem- 
ber.  1887.  on  the  old  Wearin  homestead  in 
Indian  Creek  township.  !Mills  county,  near 
the  village  of  Hastings.  For  the  purpose 
of  giving  his  son  the  benefit  of  the  excel- 
lent schools  of  Malvern,  Mr.  W'carin  re- 
mo\ed  ti)  that  place.  an<l  has  erected  there 
a  handsome  residence  onl}-  three  or  four 
miles    from   the   old   homestead,    where   his 

> 

mother  still  lixes  and  which  he  still  regards 
as  home.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  con\ic- 
tions  and  many  sterling  qualities,  and  in 
short  is  a  man  among  men.  Since  casting 
bis  first  vote  for  Horatio  Seym(»ur  in  1868 
he  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party 
anil  has  done  all  in  his  ]>o\ver  to  ad\-ance 
its  interests  and  insure  its  success.  He  and 
his  family  hold  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  occup\-  an  enviable  po- 
sition in  the  best  socird  circles  of  the  com- 
munity. 


G.   r..    MILLFR. 

.\mong  the  nati\e  sons  of  Mills  countv. 
Jowa,  is  numbered  ( i.  li.  Miller,  who  was 
born  about  seven  miles  south  of  his  pres- 
ent JKjme  in  Center  township.  He  is  now 
thirty-five  years  of  age  and  throughout  this 
period  has  been  identified  with  the  interests 
of  lii.>  native  locality.  His  father.  Isaac 
Miller,  was  born  in  Tennessee.  He  had  two 
bnjthers  who  were  killed  in  battle  in  the 
Civil  war.  He  belonged  to  a  familv  of 
eleven  children,  namely:  Alfred.  Pleasant, 
Gavin,  Jacob.  Rufus,  Frederick.  John.  Lucy, 
Elizabeth.  Rachel  and  Cynthia.  Reared  to 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Isaac  Miller  has. 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  as  a  life  work 
and  in  that  line  of  endeavor  has  met  with 
gratifying  success.  He  came  to  Mills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  from  Tennessee  about  1852  ami 
has  since  made  his  home  in  this  locality, 
being  now  a  resident  of  Fremont,  Nebraska, 
and  lia\  ing  attained  the  ripe  (^Id  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years.  He  married  iNliss  Martha 
McPherron.  a  native  of  Tennessee,  in  which 
state  their  wedding  was  celel)rated.  They 
made  the  journey  to  Iowa  with  a  team  of 
oxen,  tra\eling  across  the  country  in  true 
pioneer  style,  for  that  was  before  the  era 
of  railroad  building  in  this  secton  of  the 
state.  The  father  entered  a  tract  of  land 
in  Mills  countv  and  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy began  the  cultivation  of  the  fields, 
planting  crops  which  in  the  course  of  time 
brought  to  him  good  harvests.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  is  now  deceased. 

G.  B.  Miller  pursued  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  was  thus  fitted  for 
practical  and  responsible  duties  of  life.  He 
earlv  became  familiar  with  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  and  his  training  in  that  direction 
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well  qualified  him  to  carry  on  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  to-day  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  the  rich  and  pro- 
ductive land  in  Center  township,  where  he 
carries  on  general  farming.  His  place  is 
improved  with  all  the  modern  accessories 
and  conveniences  and  he  has  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  imposing  homes  in  the  coun- 
ty, being  equalled  by  but  few  city  residences. 
He  has  telephone  connection  with  the  out- 
side world  and  has  numerous  other  modern 
conveniences  which  make  it  an  ideal  abode. 
The  lady  who  presides  over  this  pleas- 
ant home  was,  in  her  maidenhood.  Miss  Eva 
Alickehvait,  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
prominent  and  honored  families  of  this  coun- 
tv.  In  1889  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  ]\Ir.  Miller  and  their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  two  sons,  Dale  and  Kyle.  In 
his  social  relations  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Mason 
and  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  belonging  to  th;: 
local  lodges  of  these  orders  in  Glenwood, 
Nothing  has  swerved  him  from  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party  and  he  does  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  upbuildmg  and  suc- 
cess. He  has  held  the  (_)ffice  of  township 
trustee  in  Center  township.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake and  progressive  young  man,  broad- 
minded,  courteous  and  genial  in  disposition, 
and  with  a  large  circle  of  friends  he  is  very 
i:opular. 


JAMES   S.   CRISWELL. 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  and  influ- 
ential men  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  James  S. 
Criswell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
is  also  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Ci\-il  war. 
Mr.  Criswell  was  born  in  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1837,  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (Wise)  Criswell,  the  former  of  whom 


passed  his  whole  life  in  York  county,  but 
the  latter  died  in  Columbia,  Pennsylvania. 
They  reared  the  following  children  :  Henry, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is 
now  deceased ;  Robert  F.,  who  lives  at 
Wheeling,  West  Virginia;  William  P.,  who 
died  in  Mills  county;  George  B.,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  dying  while  in 
the  service ;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Brooks,  who  re- 
sides in  Kansas ;  and  Margaret  J.  Lehman, 
who  resides  in  Columbia,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  and  wife  were  reared  and 
educated  in-  York  countv,  and  were  married 
there  December  15.  1864.  They  came  to 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  1871,  and  m.oved  to 
their  present  comfortable  home  in  1873. 
Mr.  Criswell  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  in  Deer  Creek  town- 
ship, which  he  has  improved  and  cultivated 
until  it  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
productive  in  the  whole  neighborhood.  He 
has  displayed  judgment  and  abilitv  in  the 
management  of  it,  with  the  result  that  now 
he  has  a  competency  and  can  enjoy  a  life 
of  ease. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  lady  of  edu-. 
cation  and  refinement,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  J.  McKinley,  and  was  a 
daug"hter  of  Stephen  and  Jennie  (Arm- 
strong) McKinley,  who  were  born  and  died 
in  York  county.  Pennsyh'ania.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  Mrs.  Criswell  were  born 
in  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  William  McKinley,  the  greati 
grandfather  was  David  McKinley.  who  was 
also  the  great-grandfather  of  William  Mc- 
Kinley. the  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cris-t 
well  are  Jennie  C,  Mrs.  Abbie  L.  Bell  wood, 
Robert  W.,  Stephen,  Mrs  Mattie  Eacrett, 
S.  Agnes,  Mae  L.  and  Charles  P. 
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In  1861  Mr.  Criswcll  enlisted  fnr  ai-ni\- 
ser\ice  from  \'()rk  cdiinly.  I  V'nnsN'hania, 
in  Company  11.  Se\  enly-sixth  Regiment, 
Keystone  Zouaves,  under  Cai)tain  Hamil- 
ton and  Colonel  John  Mr''  Towers.  The 
regiment  was  stationed  at  Camp  Cameron, 
near  Harrishurg,  and  from  there  was  sent 
to  Baltimore  and  thence  to  h'ortress  Mon- 
roe. The  next  rcmo\al  was  hy  transport 
to  Port  Royal.  South  Carolina,  in  Decem- 
ber. i86r,  and  from  that  time  until  his  dis- 
charge, in  1863,  on  account  of  disabilities, 
our  sul)ject  saw  severe  and  constant  service 
among  the  islands  along  the  coast  of  X(Mlh 
and  South  Carolina,  taking  part  in  a  niun- 
ber  of  fights  and  skrmishes. 

The  discharge  of  Mr.  Criswel!  was  given 
him  at  Botney  Bay  island.  South  Carolina, 
from  which  place  he  was  sent  for  a  time  to 
an  arm)-  hospital,  finally  reaching  his  home, 
which  was  near  that  part  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  invaded  by  General  Lee's 
army.  While  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was 
in  progress  the  sound  of  the  artiller}-  was 
plainly  heard  at  his  place.  Some  time  after 
his  return  Mr.  Criswell  was  sent  for  to  join 
a  military  band  doing  duty  for  the  \'eteran 
Reserve  Corps,  stationed  then  at  Washing- 
ton. Pie  is  a  musician  of  ability,  and  while 
performing  this  part  of  a  soldier's  dutv  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  ball  at 
the  second  inauguration  of  President  Lin- 
coln, this  being  followed  by  the  sad  duty 
of  assisting  in  the  funeral  dirge  at  the  bur 
ial  of  the  martyred  president.  His  band 
was  the  one  selected  for  the  second  post  of 
honor  in  the  procession  from  the  White 
House  to  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  Criswell  is  an  ardent  Republican 
and  ])articularly  active  and  useful  in  Ium 
jiart}-.     He  has  efticiently  tilled  the  ix)sition 


of  township  trustee  f(jr  several  terms,  ren- 
derinp-  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  Both 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  cire  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Stra-» 
ban.  in  which  he  takes  a  deep  interest,  con- 
tributing liberally  to  its  supp(jrt.  Our  sub-i 
ject  is  socially  connected  with  the  Milton 
Summers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Malvern.  Mr. 
Criswell  engages  in  general  farming,  but 
does  not  pursue  this  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
enjoyments  of  travel  and  other  avenues  of 
culture  and  education.  He  has  seen  majiy 
changes  since  his  location  in  Mills  comity, 
and  has  borne  his  part  in  its  clevelopment, 
being  an  intelligent  and  liberal-minded 
citizen. 


JOHX  T.  O'XLAL. 

John  Thomas  O'Xeal.  now  deceased, 
was  numbered  among  the  respected  and 
well-known  farmers  of  Madison  township, 
Fremont  count}',  where  he  died  on  the  JOth 
of  September,  1899.  In  his  death  the  com- 
nnuiity  lost  one  of  its  valued  citizens,  his 
neighbors  a  faithful  friend  and  his  family 
a  loving  husband  and  father.  He  was  l)orn 
January  27.  1850.  in  this  township,  on  the 
farm  of  his  father,  now  the  James  Utterback 
place.  Before  coming  to  I'remont  county 
the  parents  of  our  subject  lived  for  a  time 
in  Buchanan  county,  Missouri.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  \'irginia,  became  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  this  part  of  Fremont 
county,  and  died  at  the  rii)e  old  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years,  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him  for  his  many  good  qualities  and  kind- 
ness of  heart.  He  married  Delilah  Ann 
Morgan,  who  was  a  sister  of  T.  O.  Morgan, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Illinois,  and  she 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
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She  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  holdi 
ing-  membershiji  in  the  Baptist  church,  and 
was  beloved  by  all.  Both  parents  died  in 
the  year  1891,  and  were  buried  in  one  grave. 
They  had  two  children :  Mrs.  Catherine 
^^^ing•  and  John  Thomas. 

The  son  was  reared  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  and  was  early  taught  the  value 
of  industry  and  honesty  in  the  affairs  of 
life.  The  public  schools  afforded  him  his 
mental  training  and  he  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
the  23d  of  March,  1879,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Lucinda  Copeland,  wdiose  intel- 
ligence and  culture  made  her  a  most  com-t 
panionable  and  estimable  wife.  She  was 
born  in  southern  Illinois,  April  7,  1858,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Copeland,  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and  a  son  of  Mark  Copeland, 
who  also  was  born  in  that  state.  After  ar- 
ri\ing  at  years  of  maturity  Richard  Cope-i 
land  married  Sarah  Poston,  who  was  born  in 
Tennessee.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  joined  the  Union  army  and  died  in  the 
service  at  Vicksburg,  leaving  a  widow  and 
six  children  to  mourn  his  loss.  The  record  of 
his  sons  and  daughters  is  as  follows:  Mark, 
who  is  living  in  Hamburg,  Iowa;  Tennessee, 
the  wife  of  S.  Beason,  of  Nebraska  City, 
Nebraska:  Henry,  who  is  living  in  New 
York  City;  Harriet,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Jefferson  Watterson  and  died  in  Hamburg, 
Iowa,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven;  Mrs.  J.  T. 
O'Neal;  and  John,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
The  mother  and  children  came  to  Iowa  in 
1865,  locating  in  Montgomery  county,  where 
she  had  a  brother,  Newton  Poston.  She 
took  up  her  abode  there  that  he  might  advise 
and  assist  her  with  her  family.  After  two 
3^ears,  however,  she  went  to  Clarinda,  Iowa, 
ivhere  she  obtained  a  situation  as  w'eaver  in 


a  woolen  factory  and  thus  supported  her 
children  .  Subsequently  she  became  the  wife 
of  Eli  Hiatt  and  removed  to  Hamburg, 
where  she  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life. 
She  experienced  many  troubles  and  trials 
and  saw  much  sorrow,  but  she  performed  the 
part  of  a  noble  mother  toward  her  children, 
and  her  kindness  of  heart  won  her  the  re- 
spect of  ah  who  knew  her. 

Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lucinda  O'Neal,  was 
reared  in  Illinois  and  Iowa,  and  acquired  hei 
education  in  the  latter  state.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  John  T.  O'Neal,  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  they  resided  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  then  came  to  the  farm  on  which  Mrs. 
O'Neal  still  lives.  He  was  a  very  indus- 
trious and  energetic  man  and  was  an  excel- 
lent judge  of  stock,  and  by  his  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests  he  made  considerable 
money.  He  became  well-to-do  and  left  a 
valuable  property  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  on  which  are  a  modern  residence,  that 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars,  good  barns,  sheds  and  cribs;  and 
everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  excel- 
lent shape,  the  fields  being  highly  cultivated 
and  yielding  a  good  return  for  the  labors  of 
the  owner.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O'Neal  was  blessed  with  four  children  :  John 
Carleton,  Ralph  Ivan,  Nellie  C,  and  Ruth 
Irene,  aged  respectively  twenty-one,  four-- 
teen,  eleven  and  seven  years.  They  lost 
their  second  child,  Elliot  H.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  O'Neal  was  a 
Democrat,  but  never  sought  or  desired  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  energies 
to  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  met  with 
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j2^ratifvin|[;-  success.  His  personal  appearance 
was  pleasing-,  lie  was  ti\e  feet,  ten  inches 
in  height  and  weighed  (uic  hundred  and  sev- 
ent\'-ti\e  pounds.  liis  manners  were  cor- 
dial and  genial  and  he  was  a  popular  man, 
well  known  for  his  man}-  excellcnl  (pialities 
antl  lor  his  free  hospitalit}'.  lie  died  in 
September,  1899,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years,  leaving-  many  friends  as  well  as  his 
family  to  mourn  his  loss.  Airs.  O'Neal  is 
still  li\ing-  on  the  home  place,  where  she  is 
surrounded  w-ith  all  of  the  comforts  of  life. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  and 
is  doing  the  utmost  in  her  power  to  fill  both 
the  mother's  and  father's  places  in  her  house- 
hold. Her  excellent  qualities  and  strong- 
characteristics  are  many  and  her  life  is  wor- 
thy of  emulation. 


RICHARD  F.  BADA. 

Probably  there  has  seldom  been  so  siu'e 
and  complete  a  return  made  for  honest  toil 
and  persevering  endeavor,  as  that  given  the 
subject  of  the  present  sketch,  who  has  en- 
countered and  overcome  almost  insnrniount^ 
able  difficulties  in  his  pursuit  of  a  compet- 
ence for  his  declining"  years.  Richard  F. 
Bada  was  born  in  Prussia.  January  5,  1849, 
and,  lost  his  father  when  but  two  years  of 
age.  His  mother  was  left  with  the  care  of 
six  children,  (jue  a  son,  I)eing-  1)\-  the  lirst 
marriage  of  his  father.  Some  time  later 
Airs.  Bada  married  a  Mr.  Slmltz,  a  Prussian. 
w'ho  died  in  that  country,  lea\'ing  one  son. 
Airs.  Shult7,  then  married  her  jiresent  hus 
band,  August  W'aemka,  a  blacksnn'th  by 
trade  who  served  an  apprenticeship  in  his 
own  counli-\-  and  found  ])lent\-  of  work 
w-hen  he  first  came  to  .\nderson  and  Silver 
Creek  townships,  for  proficient  workmen  in 


that  line  were  noi.  numerous.  The  family 
of  which  .Mr.  W'aemka  became  the  father  by 
marriage,  came  to  .\merica  in  185O,  on  a 
sailing  ves.sel  to  Xew-  'N'ork,  passing  .seven 
long  weeks  on  the  ocean.  The  children 
were:  Amelia,  who  later  contracted  two 
marriages  but  died  in  1879.  leaving  four 
children;  Richard,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Paulina,  the  wife  of  Henry  Wi.se.  of  this 
county,  now  the  mother  of  five  children  ;  and 
Adolph  Shultz,  now  a  Nebraska  farmer  and 
the  father  of  four  children.  Being  in  hum- 
ble circumstances  in  a  strange  land  and  un- 
derstanding nothing  of  the  language  of  the 
people,  no  doubt  life  often  presented  to  the 
family  grave  puzzles  to  be  solved ;  l)ut  a 
forty-acre  homestead  was  secured,  economy 
w-as  practiced,  charcoal  w-as  burne<l  for  fuel, 
and  the  time  ultimately  came  when  Mr. 
Waemka  had  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  which  he  traded  for  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  west  of  Oakland,  which 
he  now-  owns.  For  the  i)ast  fifteen  years 
he  and  his  admirable  wife  have  lived  at  Oak- 
land on  their  income,  no  necessity  for  labor 
continuing. 

Mr.  Bada's  brother,  August  was  a 
blacksmith,  having  learned  his  trade  in  Ber- 
lin. He  serxed  in  the  German  army  and 
is  now-  a  successful  farmer  in  Nebraska. 
He  has  a  family  of  seven  children.  Our  sub- 
ject's step-brother  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in 
Marshall  county,  Illinois,  his  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  being  worth  over 
one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  There  he  lives 
with   a  worthy   wife  and    family. 

Richard  Bada  had  no  educational  e<l- 
vantaees  and  can  scarcely  read  and  write, 
entering-  his  contest  with  the  w-orld  thus  han- 
dicapped. He  was  reared  to  the  hardest 
kind  of  farm  labor,  and  evidently  found  it 
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sometimes  distasteful,  for  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  left  the  shelter  of  the  home  roof. 
However,  mother  love  brought    him    back 
and  he  continued  until  almost  of  legal  age 
when  he  set  out  to  see  what  he  cmild  make 
for  himself,  ignorant  of  books,  the  wuirld's 
\vavs  and   without  means.      However,   Mr. 
Bada  must  have  possessed  strength  of  char- 
acter, firmness  of  will  and  habits  of  thrift, 
capital  in  themselves.     Farm  hands  were  al- 
ways in  demand  and  thus  he  soon  obtained 
employment,  working  by  the  month  or  by 
the  year,  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old  he  was  able  to  purchase  his 
first  eighty  acres  of  land,  in  Anderson  town- 
ship, paying  for  this  five  dollars  per  acre, 
one  hundred  dollars  being  paid  down.     This 
land  he  broke,  fenced  fifty-five  acres,  raised 
upon  it  a  crop  of  wheat  and  then  of  corn, 
and  two  years  later  sold  it  to  his  brother  for 
thirty  dollars  an  acre.     This  certainly  must 
have  been  very  encouraging,  and  his  next 
purcltase  was  of  tw-o  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  wild  prairie  land  for  which  he  paid  six- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  but  he  was  obliged  to 
contract  a  debt  for  all  of  it  except  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  wdiich  he  paid.     This  land  is  a 
part  of  his  twenty-two  hundred  and  six  acres 
of  farm  land  which  he  now  owns   in  this 
county  and  wdiich  he  has  divided  into  twelve 
farms.      In   Kansas,   Mr.   Bada  owns  three 
thousand  and  forty  acres,  all  being  wild  ex- 
cept three  hundred  acres  wdiich  he  has  had 
broken.      This   land   is   his   latest   purchase, 
made  in  the  spring  of  1900. 

Mr.  Bada  was  married  October  2,  1876, 
to  Miss  Emma  Ehlers,  who  was  born  on  the 
borders  of  Denmark,  October  i,  1859.  She 
was  brought  to  America  wdien  but  eight 
years  old  by  her  mother  and  step-father, 
Fred  Hammer,  and  well  remembers  the  long 


trip  of  five  weeks  on  the  sailing  vessel.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hammer  are  living  in  Mineola, 
Iowa.  Mrs.  Bada's  step-brothers  and  step- 
sisters are  :  John  ;  Lewis,  deceased  ;  and 
Adelia,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Trail,  of  Mine- 
ola, Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bada  are  justly  proud  of 
their  own  bright  and  intelligent  children, 
who  can  look  with  pride  also  upon  the  suc- 
cessful career  of  their  parents. 

In  the  family  are  seven  children :  Ar- 
timus  R.,  born  June  29,  1879;  Albert  W., 
born  September  4,  1880;  George  H.,  born 
October  25,  1881  ;  Clara  A.,  born  October 
16,  1884;  Anna  A.,  born  October  30,  1886; 
Mary  ].,  wdio  was  born  April  27,  1889,  and 
died  April  11,  1896;  and  Lena  M.,  born  No- 
vember II,  1893.  The  sons  are  intelligent 
young  men  and  the  second  named  is  now 
in  charge  of  the  Kansas  ranch.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  4;he  high  school  at  Silver  City 
and  is  his  father's  bookkeeper.  The  daugh- 
ters, Clara  and  Anna,  are  both  in  school. 

Mr.  Bada's  life  reads  almost  like  a 
romance,  so  successful  has  he  been  in  carry- 
ing out  his  plans,  despite  discouragements. 
He  is  one  of  the  largest  land-holders  and 
stock-raisers  in  Mills  county.  He  breeds 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs  extensively,  has  over 
six  hundred  head  of  cattle  and  forty-three 
horses,  and  breeds  as  many  as  four  hundred 
hogs  per  year,  feeding  and  shipping  two 
hundred  and  eighty  head  of  cattle.  Mr. 
Bada  rents  the  most  of  his  farms,  and  owais 
his  residence  in  Silver  City,  also  owning 
five  other  lots  and  houses.  The  farm  pre- 
sents a  beautiful  appearance  fenced  with 
wire  and  hedge,  much  of  this  work  being 
done  by  himself.  His  home  is  still  one  of 
industry,  although  the  time  for  any  necessity 
has  long  passed.     In  politics  Mr.  Bada  is  one 
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of  the  stanch  Keijuhhcans  win*  arc  read} 
and  wilHiii;"  t<i  upheld  their  pi'inciples  in  the 
face  of  ah  opposition,  justly  is  he  re.s^arded 
as  one  nf  the  representati\  e  men  nf  Mills 
countw   liiwa. 


LER()^'  ('.  RDDM  W. 

A  nati\e  of  Illinois.  Leroy  C  Kodnian 
was  hdiMi  in  Menderson  county,  thai  state, 
on  the  2(\  of  Jul}',  1S4J,  his  ])<'u"enls  heing 
William  H.  and  Sarah  (Salter)  Rodman, 
natives  of  I'rankdin  county,  Kentucky, 
whence  they  remo\ed  to  Peoria  county.  Illi- 
nois, in  1833.  After  two  years  there  passed 
they  went  to  Henderson  county,  where  the 
father  carried  on  farming-  and  stock-raising 
on  an  extensive  scale.  His  husiness  was 
profitahlc.  hringing  to  him  a  very  gratifying 
income,  and  he  continued  his  lalxjrs  there 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  i  ith  of 
I\Iay,  i860,  when  he  was  sixty  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him  for  seventeen  years, 
and  passed  away  in  ^^JJ.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five. The  Rodmans  were  of  German 
and  Irish  lineage. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Leroy  C.  Rod- 
man spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  and 
youth,  working  in  the  fields  and  meadows  as 
the  crops  were  gathered  and  the  hay  cut. 
In  the  winter  months  he  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  puhlic  schools  and  thus  his 
time  was  passed  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  began  farming  on  his 
own  account.  The  jmrsuit  to  which  he  was 
reared  he  has  made  his  life  work.  He 
entered  upon  his  business  career  with  a  very 
limited  capital,  and  the  first  land  which  he 
owned  was  a  tract  of  forty  acres.  Hv  in- 
dustry and  good  management  his  cajjital 
was  increased,  and  proiiortion.aielv  his  land- 


ed possessions  were  extended  until  he  to- 
day owns  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
in  Rawles  townshii).  Mills  county,  supplied 
with  all  mo(lern  conveniences,  the  latest  im- 
pro\ed  machinery,  good  ()Utl)uildings  ami  a 
c<jmfortable  residence. 

On  the  14th  of  Xovember.  1867.  Mr. 
Rodman  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Martha  Mackey.  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Eliza  (Beal)  Mackey.  natives  of  Indiana, 
whence  they  removed  t(j  Missouri  in  an  carlv 
da\'.  They  were  also  among  the  first  emi- 
grants from  Missouri  to  Oregon.  The  father 
died  in  Mills  county,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1897,  at  the  age  oi  seventy- 
two.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodnxm  l)ecame  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  namely:  Eliza.  Will- 
iam H.,  James  Luther,  Efiie.  Rosa.  Melvina 
and  LeroyT.  The  family  are  well  known  in 
Mills  county,  and  the  members  of  the  house- 
hold enjoy  the  warm  regard  of  many  friends 
and  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  social  cir- 
cles of  the  community.  Mr.  Rodman  is 
widely  recognized  as  a  man  of  sterling 
worth,  and  any  one  ma\-  be  glad  to  claim 
him  as  a  friend. 


ROMULUS  S.  \'ESTAL. 

One  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Milli 
county.  Iowa,  living  in  Deer  Creek  township, 
is  Romulus  S.  X'estal,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Yadkin  county. 
Xorth  Carolina,  on  the  Yadkin  river,  in 
1844.  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Xancy  (Davis) 
\'cstal.  the  former  of  whom  was  born  and 
died  in  X(M-th  Carolina,  and  the  latter  also 
passed  away  in  that  state.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  David  \'estal.  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Pickett,  both  of  whom  were  born 
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in  America.     Their  ancestors    came    from 
England. 

Our  subject's  family  engaged  in  farming, 
in  North  Carolina,  and  he  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  attending  the  schools  of  the  Yadkin 
district.  When  the  war  broke  out  between 
the  states  the  members  of  our  subject's  fami- 
ly were  obliged  to  endure  persecution.  They 
were  of  the  religious  denomination  known 
as  Quakers,  who  bear  testimony  against 
slavery  and  war  and  through  their  peculiar 
ways  of  thinking-  often  came  into  conflict 
with  the  opinions  of  their  neighbors;  hence, 
about  1864  our  subject,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  others,  left  the  old  home 
and  started  for  Indiana,  where  there  are 
large  bodies  of  Quakers.  Some  forty-four 
of  this  number,  our  subject  among  them, 
were  captured  and  taken  as  prisoners  to  Pe- 
tersburg, but  Mr.  Vestal  effected  his  escape 
and  made  his  way  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri, 
where  he  had  an  uncle,  coming  to  Mills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  in  1870.  He  settled  first  in  Rawels 
township,  but  in  1874  he  removed  to 
his  present  farm.  This  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  cultivated  land,  and 
he  very  successfully  conducts  a  business  of 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Vestal  married  Margaret  E.  Mackey, 
a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Eunice  (Hobson) 
Mackey,  natives  of  North  Carolina,  her  birth 
having  taken  place  in  Missouri.  Mrs. 
Mackey  was  of  English  descent,  and  her  fa- 
ther of  Scotch-Irish  blood.  Her  grandfather 
was  Robert  Mackey.  JNIrs.  Vestal's  oldest 
brother,  Christopher  Mackey,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  Helena,  Ar- 
kansas, while  in  the  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vestal  were  married  in 
Andrews  county,  Missouri,  near  St.  Joseph, 
and  these  children  have  been  born  to  them ; 


Ida  May,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  W. 
Salyers ;  ]^Irs.  ]^Iary  I.  Criswell;  Charles  S* 
Vestal  and  Wood  M.  Vestal. 

In  politics  ]Mr.  Vestal  is  a  Republican 
and  at  present  is  one  of  the  three  members  of 
the  efficient  board  of  supervisors  of- Mills 
county,  tilling  the  office  with  judgment  and 
dignity.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vestal  are 
connected  with  religious  denominations,  the 
latter  being  a  valued  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  of  Strahan,  the  former  of  the 
Christian  church,  at  Alalvern.  Socially  Mr. 
Vestal  is  a  Mason,  having  lately  taken  some 
of  the  degrees.  The  family  is  one  that  com- 
mands the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  whole 
communitv. 


OTHA  \\^EARIN. 

A  prominent  farmer  of  Indian  Creek 
township,  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  Otha 
Wearin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Harrison  county,  Virginia,  ]\Iarcli 
22,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  jNIichael  and  Mary 
(Coe)  ^^'earin,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  1791,  in  Mrginia,  and  died  in  1887 
at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Mills  county. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty,  leaving 
a  famil}-  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
are  still  surviving.  The  family  removed 
from  Virginia  to  Athens  county,  Ohio, 
thence  to  La  Porte,  Indiana,  and  in  1856 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  accompanying  his  brother 
Josiah  to  Indiana.  There  they  worked 
for  their  uncle,  P.  Robbins,  for  two  years, 
and  in  the  winter  seasons  attending  school 
at  ]Michio-an  Citv.     Otha  Wearin  left  Indi- 
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ana  in  the  fall  f)f  1854  and  came  to  Mills 
county,  walking-  most  of  the  way.  thus 
showing  the  determination  to  overcome  ob- 
stacle, which  has  marked  hi^j  after-life. 

After  reaching-  Iowa  Mr.  W'carin  took 
up  government  land,  and  the  llrst  winter 
chopped  wood  and  sold  it  in  Glenwood, 
thus  paying  his  board.  In  the  spring  of 
1855  he  and  his  brother  rented  land  and 
later  took  up  three  thousand  acres.  Until 
1858  the  brothers  lived  together,  but  sep- 
arated at  the  time  of  our  subject's  mar- 
riage, December  2t„  1859,  to  r^Iiss  JVIartha 
^^'orkman,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  ii-B 
1832,  and  died  here  when  about  thirty  years 
of  age.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Charles  O.,  Joseph  A.,  William  Hen- 
ry and  Alary  V. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located 
upon  this  place,  his  first  residence  being  a 
little  lx)x-house,  sixte'en  by  eighteen  feet 
in  dimensions,  and  lived  there  until  1882, 
when  the  present  comfortable  residence  was 
built.  At  the  age  of  twenty  Mr.  Wearin 
owned  nothing  but  a  saddle  and  bridle. 
He  now  possesses  seven  hundred  acres  of 
land  here,  and  about  two  thousand  in  Ne- 
braska. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wearin  has  always  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  casting  his  first  bal- 
lot in  1848  for  Lewis  Cass.  However, 
in  local  issues  he  reserves  the  right  to  vote 
for  the  one  he  considers  the  best  man  for 
the  office.  About  the  time  of  his  wife's 
death  he  retired  from  active  work,  but  still 
looks  after  his  interests  in  a  quiet  way. 
The  family  is  one  of  tiie  most  respected  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  its  members  are  at- 
tendants at  church  and  interested  in  any 
educational  movements  in  the  community. 
Mr.   Wearin  is  a  man  who  commands  the 
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respect  and  esteem  which  he  receives,  on  ac- 
count of  his  high  character  and  record  of 
honest  and  dignified  living. 


RICHARD  V.  SHEPARD. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Shepard  has  been 
actively  identified  with  agricultural  interests. 
He  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1841.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Shepard,  lived  and  died 
in  that  state,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of 
James  Shepard,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
The  latter  wedded  Miss  Mary  Biven,  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  although  her  father  waa 
born  in  Maryland,  representing  one  of  the 
old  families  of  that  commonwealth.  He  re- 
moved, however,  to  Kentucky,  where  he 
spent  the  residue  of  his  life.  By  the  mar- 
riage of  James  Shepard  and  Mary  Biven 
three  sons  were  born,  namely,  Richard  1'., 
Henry  and  James.  Henry  is  now  a  resident 
of  Center  township,  ]\lills  county,  while 
James  is  living  in  Indiana.  James  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  joining  a  com- 
pany which  was  raised  in  ^^lills  county.  The 
command  joined  Sully's  expedition  and  was 
engaged  in  fighting  the  Indians  in  Dakota 
and  Montana  for  two  years.  The  father 
died  in  Kentucky  in  early  manhood  and  the 
mother  afterward  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
she  remained  until  called  to  the  home  beyond. 

Mr.  Shepard  of  this  review  was  but  six- 
ten  years  of  age  when  he  came  from  his 
native  state  to  Mills  county,  Iowa.  After- 
ward,  however,  he  removed  to  Indiana, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming-  for  twenty- 
three  years,  but  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  again  came  to  this  state  and  has 
since  continuously  resided  in  Mills  county. 
His  farm  is  located  three  nfiles  southwest 
of   Glenwood.     His   diligence,    energy   and 
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ability  led  him  to  be  classed  among  the  most 
prog-ressive  agriculturists  of  his  community. 
His  efforts,  directed  along  the  lines  of  hon- 
orable business  methods,  brought  to  him  a 
comfortable  competence.     In    Indiana    Mr. 
Shepard    was   united   in   marriage   to   Miss 
Ella  ]\Iiner,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mary  Miner.     The  fol- 
lowing children  were   born  of    their  union, 
namely :    Willard,     Thomas,     Walter,    Lou, 
Charles,  John,  deceased,  Richard,  Clarence, 
Oscar  and   May.     The  mother  died  about 
twelve  years  ago,  her  death  being  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  her.     The  sons  of  the  fam- 
ily are  young  men  of  sterling  worth,  highly 
respected  in  the  county.     Richard  has  served 
as  the  county  recorder    for  two    years,    his 
term  expiring  in  the  fall  of  1900.     He  joined 
the  volunteer  army  at  the  time  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Spanish  war  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  El  Caney,  July  i,  1898.  John 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army  at  Fort  Crook, 
Nebraska,  in  1898,  and  served  throughout 
the  war  in  Cuba,  being  on  the  firing  line  in 
the  engagements  at  El  Caney  and  Santiago. 
Soon  afterward  he  became  ill  and  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  on  Long  Island,  but  recovered 
and  rejoined  his  regiment,  with  which  he 
went  to  the  Philippines,  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction during  his  term  of  three  years,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  reaching  home 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1900.     Later  he  was 
taken  ill,  as  a  result  of  the  hardships  suffered 
in  the  tropics,  and  died  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1900,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six.     He  was  one 
of  the  popular  and  highly  esteemed  young 
men  of  the  community  and  his  death  was 
the  occasion  of  deep  regret  throughout  the 
entire    county.     He   possessed    many   noble 
qualities,  consideration  and  kindness  as  well 
a  bravery  being  numbered  among  his  charac- 


teristics. ]\Ir.  Shepard's  family  is  one  of 
which  he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud,  and 
the  members  of  the  household  occupy  an  en- 
viable position  in  the  social  circles  in  which 
they  move. 


RICHARD  A.  COX. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  one  who  has 
a  wider  acquaintance  in  Fremont  county,  or 
is  more  favorably  known  than  Richard  A. 
Cox,    who   is   affectionately   and    familiarly 
called  "Uncle  Dick."     He  was  born  in  Estill 
county,  Kentucky,  February  12,  1830,  a  son 
of  James  and   Sarah    (Noland)    Cox,   who 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  state.     The 
grandfather,  John  Cox,  accompanied  Lord 
Baltimore  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  served  in  the  war  of  181 2.     His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  R.  Rich- 
ardson.    The   Cox   familv  is  of   Irish   and 
English  descent.     James  Cox,  the  father  of 
our    subject,    remained    in    Kentucky    until 
1834,  when  he  removed  to  Jackson  county, 
Missouri,  and  after  a  short  time  he  went 
south  to  New  Orleans,  there  spending  two 
years.     On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
returned  northward,  locating  at  Peoria,  Ill- 
inois, where  the  succeeding  two  years  were 
passed,  after  which  he  spent  a  similar  period 
near  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  then  again  be- 
came a  resident  of  Jackson  county,  that  state. 
In  1846  he  enlisted  in  the  army  and  partici- 
pated in  the  M'exican  war,  dying  while  in 
the  service.     His  death  occurred  in  the  land 
of    Montezuma,     when    he    was    forty-six 
years  of  age.     His  wife,  long  surviving  him, 
died  in  1884  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Inde- 
pendence,  Missouri. 

Richard  A.  Cox  was  only  fourteen  years 
of  age  when  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
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account.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  de- 
pendent entircl}'  upon  his  own  efforts  and 
certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  the  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved.  He  has  nu-t  wi'.h 
many  (hfficulties  and  obstacles.  Init  by  deter- 
nniicd  purpose  he  has  steadily  worked  hi:i 
way  upward.  For  a  year  and  a  half  he  was 
em[)royed  at  the  blacksmith's  trade  and  in 
1848  he  went  to  Mexico  wdiere  he  remained 
for  five  months,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Jackson.  Missouri.  In  the  spring-  of  1849. 
during-  the  memoraljle  gold  excitement  in 
California,  he  made  his  way  to  the  Pacihc 
coast  where  he  was  engaged  in  mining,  wdiich. 
occujjation  he  followed  with  varying  success 
for  ten  years.  One  instance  in  his  mining 
experience  illustrates  the  enticing  prospects 
w  ith  which  the  miners  met.  When  with  his 
partner  one  afternoon  they  accidentally  came 
across  what  seemed  to  be  a  solid  mass  of 
gold  just  a  few  inches  below  the  top  of  the 
ground.  As  they  took  away  the  earth  more 
and  more  it  seemed  that  they  had  made  the 
richest  find  in  the  country.  Night  coming 
on.  they  threw  back  the  dirt  and  staked  out 
their  claim,  put  up  notices  of  their  ownership 
and  departed  for  camp.  Mr.  Cox  thought 
smilingly  that  they  were  the  richest  men  in 
all  the  world.  Sleep  scarcely  visited  his 
eyes  through  the  long  night.  His  mind  was 
in  an  excited  and  feverish  condition,  busy 
with  many  plans  of  how  he  would  spend  his 
money.  Hardships  and  toil  were  no  longer 
to  be  a  portion  of  his  lot.  Long  before 
dawn  he  and  his  jjartner  left  camp  and  were 
traveling  back  to  their  mine  of  gold.  Soon 
after  their  arrival  there  a  crowd  began  to 
gather,  the  news  of  their  find  having  rapidly 
spread  throughout  the  adjoining  camps. 
All  was  excitement  and  as  the  gold  was 
again   reached   it   appeared  to  be  almost  a 


solid  mass  of  the  i)recious  metal.  Mr.  Co>2 
was  offered  a  big  price  for  his  share,  but  he 
replied  that  he  was  going  to  Ifjad  the  Xancy 
"^  '^^'"S"'  g"  t'^  ^^'^^'  Vork  and  buy  the  city, 
but  as  the  work  was  carried  on  they  found 
that  the  entire  amount  of  gold  was  only  about 
five  liundred  dollars.  After  spending  much 
time  and  money  in  digging  and  in  trying  to 
find  other  veins,  they  abandoned  their  claim 
entirelv. 

Mr.  Cox  remained  near  the  coast  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  but  finally  located  in 
Missouri  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
Coming  to  Fremont  county  in  1887,  here  lift 
also  engaged  in  farming  for  about  two  years 
and  then  became  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in 
Tabor,  conducting  the  enterprise  until  Au- 
gust, 1900,  when  he  turned  over  the  business 
to  his  son-in-law.  Frank  N^.  Cook. 

In  1864  Mr.  Cox  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  K.  McClure,  a  daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Xancy  E.  McClure,  who  were 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  removed  from  Har- 
din county,  that  state,  to  Davis  county,  Illi- 
nois. Her  father  died  in  1864  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years,  but  the  mother  is  still  living 
at  the  ao;e  of  eight v-one  vears  and  now  makes 
her  home  in  Harrison  county,  Missouri. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  have  been  born  two 
children :  Sarah  X'iola,  who  was  married  in 
August,  1889,  to  Frank  X.  Cook,  by  whi»m 
she  has  a  son  and  daughter,  Ray  and  Hazel ; 
and  Susan  E.,  who  in  September,  1895, 
became  the  wife  of  K.  C.  Laird  and  resides 
on  a  farm  near  Tabor.  They,  too,  have  two 
children,  Edna  Viola  and  Mary  Eleda.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cox  hold  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian church  and  are  people  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, their  circle  of  friends  being 
limited  only  by  their  circle  of  acquaintances. 
Mr.   Cox   now  owns  considerable  property 
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and  is  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 
Uncle  Dick,  as  he  is  known  by  almost  all, 
has  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the  traveling 
men  who  visit  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Missouri, 
and  they  took  great  delight  in  being- 
entertained  at  the  Tabor  House  when  the 
subject  of  this  review  was  its  proprietor.  He 
is  a  man  of  genial  nature,  courteous  and 
social  disposition,  a  good  conversationalist 
and  an  inimitable  story-teller.  One  evening 
at  his  hotel  a  company  of  strolling  minstrels 
was  doing  some  clog  dancing  on  the  newly 
painted  porch  of  the  hotel.  The  proprietor 
was  hugely  enjoying  the  performance  when 
some  one  remarked  to  him  that  it  would  ruin 
his  paint.  "Dad  burn  it,"  said  Uncle  Dick, 
'T'll  build  a  new  one,"  and  the  dance  went 
on.  It  is  not  only  his  love  of  fun  that  has 
made  him  popular,  for  he  is  a  man  of  genu- 
ine worth,  honorable  in  business  and  faithful 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stalwart  Democrat.  He  is  one  of  the 
characters  that  brings  into  life  much  of  its 
sunshine,  and  all  who  are  in  his  company  for 
a  short  time  go  away  cheered  and  with  a 
brighter  outlook  for  the  future. 


CHARLES  G.  GREENWOOD. 

There  is  in  Iowa  a  sturdy  class  of  busi- 
ness men,  who,  notwithstanding  a  familiar- 
ity with  the  vicissitudes  of  financial  and  com- 
mercial ventures,  have  always  paid  one  hun- 
dred cents  on  the  dollar,  and  stand  a  wall  of 
probity  and  security  against  general  business 
calamity  by  serving  as  an  example  to  less 
able  men  and  standing  firmly  in  the  path  of 
more  unscrupulous  ones.  Of  this  class  is 
Charles  G.  Greenwood,  of  Silver  City,  Iowa, 
a  prominent  banker  and  lumber  merchant. 

Charles  G.  Greenwood  was  born  at  Guil- 


ford, Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  May  24, 
1836 — a  day  notable  in  history  as  that  upon 
which  Queen  Victoria,  of  England,  was  born. 
His  father,  Horace  Greenwood,  was  born  in 
Hebron,  Maine,  in  18 10,  and  died  in  Wood- 
ford county,  Illinois,  in  1861.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Alexander  Greenwood,  was  well  known 
in  Maine  as  a  surveyor,  and  was  killed  in  the 
prime  of  life  by  a  falling  tree  while  engaged 
in  the  work  of  his  profession.  His  wife 
prior  to  her  marriage  was  a  Miss  Beree,  and 
she  also  lived  and  died  in  Maine.  They 
reared  a  large  family  which  included  Horace 
Greenwood,  his  brothers  Otis  and  Alexander, 
and  several  daughters.  Alexander  died  when 
a  young  man.  Otis  became  a  farmer  and 
went  to  the  western  reserve  in  Ohio,  thence 
to  Illinois  and  afterward  to  Michigan.  Hor- 
ace Greenwood  married  Cordelia  GoAver,  a 
native  of  Industry,  Maine,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  Henry  and  Susan  (Norton) 
Gower,  the  latter  a  relative  of  Nordica,  the 
famous  operatic  singer.  Mrs.  Greenwood 
was  born  in  181 1,  and  was  married  at  the 
age  of  nineteen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenwood 
became  well-to-do  farmers  in  Piscataquis 
county,  Maine,  where  their  five  children 
were  born  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here 
mentioned :  Citoyenne,  who  is  the  widow  of 
James  Foss,  lives  at  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota and  has  one  son  living.  Charles  G.  is 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch.  Borre- 
dell,  widow^  of  Moses  Buch,  is  the  mother  of 
eight  children  and  lives  at  Cheboygan,  Mich- 
igan. Horace  A.  is  a  land  owner  and  spec- 
ulator at  Wymore,  Nebraska,  and  has  two 
daughters.  C.  Davis  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  in  Illinois,  where  the  family  re- 
moved in  1857.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren survived  her  husband  thirty  years  and 
died  at  Wymore,  Nebraska,  in  1891,  aged 
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eiglil\-lhree.  She  was  a  woman  of  great 
energy  and  enterprise,  wliich  were  not  dim- 
med l)y  the  approach  of  old  age.  When  she 
was  se\enty-fl\e  )-ears  old,  she  went  to  Col- 
orado and  proved  np  a  pre-emption  on  three 
luindred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  under  the 
provision  of  the  homestead  law.  The  prop- 
erty she  secnretl  included  a  tree  claim,  and 
she  maintained  a  legal  residence  there  for  the 
l)rescrihed  period  and  made  the  necessary 
amount  of  improvements,  visiting  her  chn- 
dren  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity 
offered. 

Charles  G.  Grenwood  received  his  pri- 
marv  education  in  the  puljlic  schools  in 
]\laine  and  was  for  a  time  a  student  at  an 
iicademy  there.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  the 
fall  of  1857  and  that  winter  entered  the  W'is- 
consis  State  University  as  a  sophomore  and 
was  there  associated  with  Senator  William 

F.  \'ilas  who  was  graduated  in  that  institu- 
tion. He  began  teaching  school  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  and  afterward  taught  three 
w  inter  terms  in  Illinois,  when  lie  was  a  man 
of  family  and  a  school  director.  He  was 
married  January  17,  1S61,  to  Apphia  Trask. 
a  native  of  Maine,  who  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
had  gone  to  Illinois  with  lier  parents,  Eben 

G.  Trask  and  his  wife  who  was  a  member  of 
the  family  of  Emery.  Both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trask  reared  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  f)f  whom  are 
]i\ing  except  the  eldest,  W;i_\land  Trask,  who 
enlisted  as  an  orderly  for  service  in  the  Civil 
war,  rose  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and 
afterward  became  a  captain  in  the  regular 
army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Greenwood  came  from  Illinois  to 
Iowa  in  1880,  and  located  at  Silver  City, 
IMills  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the  liun- 
ber  and  grain  trade.     For  a  sliort  time  his 


brother  Horace  was  his  partner,  but  after 
that  he  c(jnducted  an  individual  enterprise 
until  1889,  when  his  son,  C.  D.  Greenwood, 
arriverl  at  his  majority  and  acquired  an  in- 
terest in  his  father's  business.  For  two  years 
the  younger  Greenwood  was  engaged  in  the 
same  line  of  business  at  Mahern,  Mills 
county.  He  married  Miss  Lizzie  Pullman, 
and  has  a  son  named  C.  G.  Greenwood. 
There  were  also  four  daughters  born  to 
Charles  G.  and  Apphia  (Trask)  Greenwood: 
(irace,  the  eldest,  married  George  W.  Haw- 
ley,  and  has  a  son  and  has  lost  a  daughter 
by  death.  She  lives  at  Hunnewell,  ^Missouri. 
Sarepta  is  the  wife  of  Moris  Kehoe,  of  Silver 
City.  Iowa,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter. 
Cora  is  the  wife  of  G.  A.  Spellbring,  of  Ster- 
ling, Nebraska,  and  has  a  son  and  a  daugh- 
ter. Ada,  who  is  a  member  of  her  father's 
household,  was  educated  at  Tabor  College, 
in  Iowa,  and  is  an  accomplished  pianist. 

l'\)r  the  past  five  years  Mr.  Greenwood 
has  been  interested  in  gold  mining  at  Cripple 
Creek,  Colorado.  He  was  one  of  the  incor* 
porators  of  the  Silver  City  State  Bank,  or- 
ganized in  1883.  and  has  been  its  president 
continuously  since  that  time.  He  is  the 
owner  of  real  estate  in  the  Missouri  valley 
and  at  Alvin,  Texas,  and  of  farm  land  in 
Kansas,  Texas  and  Iowa.  He  is  a  leading 
lumber  dealer  in  his  part  of  the  state  and  his 
lumber  yard  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
stocked  for  many  miles  around.  He  began 
life  poor  and  has  made  a  notable  success  in 
an  honest,  straightforward  way  that  com- 
mends his  example  to  the  emulation  of  all 
ambitious  young  business  men.  Standing 
five  feet,  eleven  inches  high  and  weighing 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  he  is  a  note- 
worth  v  n<>ure  in  any  crowd,  but  his  manner 
is  quiet  and  retiring  and  he  is  not  given  to 
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unnecessary  talk.  A  well  posted,  practical 
l3usiness  man  of  sound  judgment  and  well 
balanced  mind,  he  is  equally  well  informed 
on  questions  of  national  importance  and  is  a 
l^rominent  Republican,  who  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  thirteen  years  in  a  Demo- 
cratic township  in  Illinois,  and  in  the  same 
township  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
office  of  township  supervisor.  He  has  been 
three  times  elected  a  member  of  the  city 
council  of  Silver  City.  Mrs.  Greenwood  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in  which  her 
father  was  a  regularly  ordained  preacher 
laboring  in  the  ministry  in  Maine,  Illinois 
and  Iowa. 


JOHN  GOY. 

A   well-known   and   prominent   business 
man  of  Sidney,  Iowa,  is  John  Goy.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hodges  &  Goy,  merchants  and  deal- 
ers in  clothing  and    general    merchandise. 
Mr.  Goy  was  born  near  Lincoln,  England,  in 
1 85 1.     His  father  was  A\'illiam  Goy,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  plaice,  who  now  resides  in 
Fremont   county  on   a    farm.     He    was   a 
son  of  Richard  Goy,  who  lived  and  died  in 
his  native  land.     The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Demarius  (Asmon)  Goy,  who  was  born 
in  England  and  died  at  the  family  homested 
near  Tabor,  Iowa,  several  years  ago.     The 
parents  of  ]\Ir.   Goy  came    to    the    United 
States  when  he  was  six  months  old,  making 
the  Journey  in  a  sailing  vessel  and  were  upon 
the  ocean  six  VNceks.     They  first  located  in 
Ohio,   but   later   came   to   Fremont   county. 
Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  al^out  twenty-one. 


coming  to  Sidney  in  1873.  He  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  the  store  of  which  he  is  now  part 
owner.  At  this  time  his  employer  was  A. 
F.  Metalman,  a  banker  of  the  town.  In  1881 
Mr.  Goy  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Hodges,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Metalman  since  1870,  and  bought  out  the 
business.  Since  that  time  the  firm  has  had 
a  very  prosperous  existence,  the  proprietors 
just  having  built  a  fine  brick  structure,  and 
now  carry  as  fine  and  varied  a  line  of  gen- 
eral merchandise  and  clothing  as  can  be 
found  in  the  cities.  One  pleasant  feature 
in  connection  with  the  establishment  is  its 
roominess,  giving  most  desirable  opportuni- 
ties for  the  display  of  goods.  The  arrange- 
ment is  artistic  and  the  whole  place  of  busi- 
ness is  one  that  does  credit  to  the  town  of 
Sidney. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Goy  took  place  in 
1879,  to  Miss  Anna  Cowles,  a  daughter  of 
Giles  and  Lydia  (Dovener)  Cowles,  both 
born  in  Ohio.  The  former  died  in  Sidney, 
the  latter  is  still  living.  Giles  Cowles  came 
to  Fremont  county  in  1856,  taught  school 
for  five  years  and  was  made  county  super- 
intendent for  one  term,  also  most  acceptably 
filling  the  office  of  county  treasurer  for  two 
terms,  and  was  urged  to  accept  another  term, 
but  declined.  For  several  years  he  then  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  Perry 
Cowles,  a  son,  now  deceased,  was  the  clerk 
of  the  county  court  for  two  terms,  was  coun- 
ty recorder  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
merchant.  Three  other  children  of  Mr. 
Cowdes  still  survive — Mrs.  Sarah  Samuels^ 
Wesley  and  Mrs.  Goy.  Mr.  Goy  has  one 
brother,  W.  R.  Goy,  and  one  sister.  Mrs, 
Ann  Omer.  The  children  of  'Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goy  are:  Raymond  M.,  Giles  D.  and  Carl  B. 
In  politics  Mr.  Goy  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
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lican,  upholdiiiii-  the  principles  of  the  party 
in  a  manly  spirit.  Both  he  and  his  esti- 
mahle  wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian cliurcli  and  are  among  the  most 
highly  esteemetl  residents  of  the  t<j\vn  of 
Sidney. 


OZRO  C.  GASTON. 

OzFO  C.  Gaston,  a  well-known  resident 
of  I-'remont  county,  was  born  in  Tabor, 
Iowa,  February  10.  1863.  The  public 
schools  afforded  him  his  early  educational 
privileges  and  he  later  pursued  a  partial 
course  in  Tabor  College.  Subsequently  he 
engaged  in  teaching  for  six  months,  in  1883- 
4,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  stenography 
which  he  pursued  without  the  aid  of  a  teach 
er.  In  1885  he  accepted  a  position  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  as  an  amanuensis  and  later  was 
employed  in  a  similar  capacity  in  Omaha. 
In  September,  1886,  he  was  appointed  dep 
uty  repfM'ter  for  Judge  Mohaly  and  remained 
with  his  until  April  21.  1887,  when  he  was 
appointed  official  reporter  in  the  thirteenth 
judicial  district  of  Nebraska. 

On  the  1 2th  of  October,  of  that  year, 
Mr.  Gaston  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss. 
May  A.  Fetter,  a  daughter  of  J.  L.  and  Alary 
(Jones)  Fetter,  of  Oakland,  Iowa.  Fie  then 
located  at  McCook,  Nebraska,  and  there  re- 
sided until  1888.  when  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  C.  A.  Potter,  one  of  the  oldest 
stenographic  reporters  of  the  state.  This 
relationship  was  maintained  until  1889.  On 
the  3rd  of  September  of  that  year  '\Iy.  Gas- 
ton was  appointed.  In-  Judge  Thornell,  to  the 
position  of  reporter  for  the  fifteenth  judicial 
district  of  Iowa,  and  has  since  resided  in 
Tabor.  He  is  particularly  proficient  in  his 
line,  is  extremelv  accurate  in  his  work  and 


has  the  l)roa(l  kncjwledge  and  st)und  judg- 
ment which  enable  him  to  make  his  services 
especially  valuable.  He  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  state  association  of 
stenographers  in  Iowa  and  the  National  As- 
sociation selected  him  to  act  as  organizer  for 
the  middle  west.  In  this  capacity  he  has 
worked  in  thirteen  different  states.  In  Au- 
gust, 1889,  he  was  elected  first  vice-president 
of  the  National  Stenographers'  Association, 
which  has  continually  grown  in  strength, 
now  numbering  six  hundred  members.  Ail- 
mission  to  the  organization  is  only  secured 
by  the  most  capable  representatives  of  the 
profession.  At  the  time  the  World's  Con- 
gress was  held  at  the  Columbian  Exposition 
in  Chicago  in  1893  he  prepared  and-  read  a 
paper  on  the  subject  of  his  profession  and  its 
possibilities. 

Unto  ]\lr.  and  Mrs.  Gaston  have  been 
born  three  sons:  George  C.  Ozro  F.  and 
Robert  H.  Mr-^.  Gaston  is  a  lady  of  high 
literary  and  artistic  taste.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Ladies'  Union  and  was  the  organizer 
of  the  Woman's  Club  in  Tabor.  The  latter 
is  devoted  to  the  study  of  classical  authors 
and  dift'erent  topics  of  literary  interest,  while 
the  Ladies'  Union  gives  its  time  to  church 
wt)rk.  Mr.  Gaston  is  a  memlier  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  belonging  to 
St.  Albans  Lodge  No.  17.  of  Council  Bluffs, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church. 


JAMFS  H.  ^rcDOXALD. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  resjiected 
citizens  of  Sidney,  Iowa,  is  James  11.  Mc- 
Donald, the  subject  of  this  review,  who  owns 
and  conducts  the  Fremont  County  Bank. 
He  was  born  in  Canada,  in   1853.  a  son  of 
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Harlem  and  Sarah  J.  (Baldwin)  McDonald. 
Our  subject's  ancestors  were  Scotch,  but  his 
grandfather,  John  McDonald,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut  .  whose  death  occurred  in 
Oneida  county,  Xew  York,  whither  he  had 
removed,  and  where  his  son  Harlem  wa^ 
born.  The  latter  became  a  manufacturer  of 
threshing  machines,  first  in  New  York  and 
later  in  Canada,  as  he  removed  to  Toronto 
when  a  young  man.  About  1858  he  removed 
to  Kilbourn,  \\'isconsin,  where  he  lived  many 
years  and  where  his  wife  died.  He  spent 
his  last  days  with  a  daughter  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Our  subject  left  his  home  to  face  the 
world  alone  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  haa 
received  the  best  education  possible  to  be  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools,  limited  means 
preventing  any  hope  of  a  more  extended 
opportunity.  His  first  occupation  was  in  a 
printing  office  in  Michigan,  but  it  probably 
was  not  very  remunerative,  for  when  he 
reached  Malvern,-  on  his  way  to  Fremont 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  hoped  to  better  his 
fortunes,  he  had  just  enough  money  to  buy 
his  breakfast.  It  is  inspiring  to  read  of  the 
success  of  those  who  have  earned  it  by  un- 
aided effort,  and  the  life  of  Mr.  IMcDonald 
furnishes  an  example  to  others  of  what  per- 
sistent perseverance  will  accomplish.  He  en- 
tered a  printing  office  in  Sidney,  in  the  mean- 
time employing  his  spare  moments  and 
nights  in  study,  this  resulting  in  sufficient, 
preparatio:!  iov  the  position  of  teacher.  For 
three  years  he  successfully  followed  this 
profession,  still  toiling  at  his  books  and 
strengthening  himself  1)y  associating  wdtli 
educated  people,  until  he  was  able  to  enter 
the  law  office  of  \Y.  S.  Long,  later  that  of 
Judge  Sawyer,  where  he  finished  the  course. 

^Ir.  McDonald  has  never  engaged  in  the 


practice  of  la^^•,  but  considers  it  indispensable 
in  his  banking  business,  which  includes  a 
complete  and  exhausti\'e  abstract  depart- 
ment, also  loans  and  insurance.  He  estab- 
lished this  business  in  1876  and  by  the  same 
persistence  that  characterized  his  earlier  ef- 
forts he  has  made  it  a  success.  He  pos- 
sesses the  confidence  of  the  community  and 
is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
county. 

In  1880  Mr.  McDonald  was  married  to 
Aliss  \\'illie  E.  Gray,  the  daughter  of  John 
B.  Gray,  who  was  the  county  recorder  of 
Fremont  county  for  some  time.  His  family 
consists  of  Edna  P.,  Herbert  H.,  Ollie  and 
Carl  H.,  both  deceased,  and  Louise. 

In  politics  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  Repub- 
lican, his  judgment  of  national  affairs  car- 
rying with  it  much  weight.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  to  which  he  has 
been  a  liberal  contributor  and  supporter. 


WILLIAM  R.  JOHNSON. 

\\'illiam  Riley  Johnson,  who  is  now 
efficiently  serving  as  trustee  of  Silver  Creek 
township,  is  one  of  the  most  practical  and 
enterprising  agriculturists  of  Mills  coun- 
ty, where  he  owns  and  operates  a  valuable 
and  highly  improved  farm.  His  posses- 
sions have  all  been  acquired  through  his 
own  well-directed  efforts,  and  as  the  result 
of  his  consecutive  endeavor  he  has  won  a 
place  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Pettis  county, 
Missouri,  August  31.  1833,  l^is  parents  be- 
ing William  M.  and  Sarah  (Long)  John- 
son, natives  of  Kentucky  and  Maryland, 
respectively.     In   1856  the  family  came  to 
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Mills  count}',  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Silver 
Creek  township,  where  the  father  made  his 
l.onit.'  nnti.  called  to  his  fnial  rest  ai  the  a^'e 
of  eighty-three  years.  By  occupation  he 
Avas  a  farmer.  The  mother  also  died  here 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Of  their  four 
children  our  subject  is  miw  tiic  only  sur- 
vivor, though  three  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity, married  and  reared  families  uf  their 
own.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather 
was  William  L.  Johnson.  Jle  belonged  to 
an  old  Kcnluckv  famil}'.  in  that  state  the 
grandmother  died,  but  her  husband's  death 
occurretl  in  Missouri. 

On  the  home  farm  in  JNIissouri  William 
R.  Johnson  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth,  and  acquired  his  education-  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
mo\al  to  Mills  countv,  Iowa,  and  remained 
with  them  until  thirty-two  years  of  age. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  continued  to 
work  t)n  the  farm  for  three  years,  and  later 
was  employed  as  a  sawmill  tender  and  car- 
penter for  twelve  years. 

In  1865  Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Sloneker,  a  nati\e  of  Io\\a,  and 
to  them  were  born  two  children,  namely: 
Alonzo,  who  is  now  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Oregon;  and  Jennie,  who  mar- 
ried Sherman  Hickson  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. The  parents  of  Mrs.  Johnson  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  185 J  came  to 
Mills  county,  where  both  died,  the  father 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  the  mother 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Johnson  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  his  first  home  being  a  little  shrmty 
fourteen  bv  eijrhteen  feet,  in  which  he  lived 
from  1865  until  1873,  when  he  erected  his 
present  comfortable    and    substantial    resi- 


dence. His  first  purchase  consisted  of  sev- 
enty-five acres  of  land,  only  ten  acres  of 
which  had  been  Ijrtjken,  but  being  a  man  of 
tireless  energy  and  industrious  habits,  the 
entire  tract  was  .so(jn  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion and  is  now  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  of  Silver  Creek  township.  As  his 
financial  resources  have  increased,  he  has 
added  to  his  landed  jxjssessions  until  he 
now  has  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  acres, 
a  part  of  which  he  rents.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  he  has  also  success- 
fully engaged  in  stock-raising.  His  place 
is  conveniently  located,  his  pretty  country 
seat  being  not  more  than  one  m'le  fr(jm 
Malvern. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  for  many  years  been 
identified  with  tl.e  Mill-  County  Central  Fair 
Association,  and  has  been  one  of  its  most 
active  and  influential  workers.  For  a  quarter 
of  a  century  he  has  occupied  one  or  another 
of  its  official  positions,  and  in  1899  was 
elected  its  president,  in  which  capacity  he 
is  now  serving.  .Mthough  reared  a  Demo- 
crat, his  father  being  a  supporter  of  that 
party,  he  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party  since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  its  conventions. 
He  attends  the  Christian  church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  an  earnest  and  consistent  mem- 
ber, and  is  an  ui)rig'ht.  honorable  man  who 
commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  life. 


alexaxi)i:k  strocd. 

A  fitting  reward  of  a  well-spent  life  is  an 
honored  retirement  from  labor,  an  oppor- 
tunitv  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  former  toil  and 
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to  spend  some  years  unharassed  by  business 
cares  and  burdens.  This  has  been  vouch- 
>afed  to  Air.  Stroud,  who,  after  a  long  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits,  has  now 
retired,  the  accumulations  of  former  decades 
supplying  him  with  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  that  go  to  make  life 
worth  the  living. 

A  native  of  Tennessee,  he  was  born  in 
Bedford  county,  in  1830.  His  father  was  a 
iiati\'e  of  North  Carolina  and  at  an  early 
day  emigrated  to  Tennessee,  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Bedford  county,  where  he  de- 
\-oted  his  time  and  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  had  a  brother  who  served  as 
a  color-bearer  under  General  Jackson  at  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans  in  the  war  of  181 2, 
and  was  the  first  to  plant  the  stars  and  stripes 
upon  the  breastworks  there.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rebecca 
Greene,  and  was  a  relative  of  General  Greene 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  She  was  born  in 
Tennessee  and  was  of  Scotch  descent,  a  rep 
resentative  of  a  family  that  was  prominent 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  married  in  tlie  mother's 
native  state,  and  their  opposition  to  slavery 
and  its  practices  led  to  their  removal  to  the 
north.  They  located  first  in  Illinois,  and 
afterward  came  to  Iowa. 

Alexander  Stroud  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removals  and  thus  became  iden- 
tified with  pioneer  life  in  the  Hawkeye  state. 
His  educational  privileges  were  verv  limited, 
for  there  were  no  free  schools  and  this  ne- 
cessitated his  attendance  at  subscription 
schools.  The  first  schoolhouse  which  he  ever 
saw  was  built  by  his  parents  and  their  neigh- 
bors out  of  materials  which  they  hauled  fo 
the  place,  therefrom  erecting  a  structure  that 
their  children   might   receive    some    educa- 


tional privileges.  Mr.  Stroud's  training  at 
farm  labor,  however,  was  not  meager,  for 
at  a  ^■ery  early  day  he  began  work  in  the 
fields  and  followed  the  plow  at  the  time  of 
the  spring  planting  and  garnered  the  crops 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  harvests. 
He  carried  on  farming  in  connection  with 
his  father  until  1879,  ^vhen  he  removed  to 
Hillsdale.  Center  tcnvnship.  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  his  present  home.  He  has  now  re- 
tired from  active  business  life,  but  is  stilt 
a  land-owner  in  this  locality.  He  superin- 
tends his  investments.  l)ut  otherwise  is  en- 
gaged in  no  active  labor. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Stroud 
manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  Union  by 
enlisting  in  the  army  at  Knoxvilje.  Iowa, 
on  the  15th  of  August,  1862.  He  joined  the 
"boys  in  blue''  with  Company  A,  Fortieth 
Iowa  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain M.  V.  B.  Bennett  and  Colonel  John  A. 
Garrett,  ^^'ith  his  company  he  went  to 
Iowa  City  and  then  direct  to  "Dixie  land," 
going  into  camp  at  Columbus,  Kentucky. 
The  regiment  was  engaged  in  heavy  skir- 
mishing throughout  the  winter.  Their  next 
camp  was  at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  from  which 
point  they  went  to  the  support  of  Grant  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  After  the  fall  of  that 
city  Mr.  Stroud  saw  some  very  hard  and 
trying  service  in  the  Yazoo  valley  country, 
chasing  the  rebels  through  miry  swamps  and 
almost  impenetrable  thickets  and  canebrakes. 
He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Jenkins"  Ferry, 
a  very  severe  engagement,  and  was  afterward 
in  service  along  the  Mississippi,  where  they 
were  constantly  subjected  to  the  fire  from 
the  sharpshooters  and  the  guns  on  the  gun- 
boats. They  made  one  march  of  fifty-five 
miles  in  twenty-two  hours,  Mr.  Stroud  and 
three  of  his  companions  being  the  only  mem- 
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bers  of  the  company  ti)  stack  arms  un  llicir 
arrival  at  their  destination.  Suhsc(|uently 
he  went  with  his  re.i^iment  to  Jacks(»n,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Helena.  Arkansas,  and  thence 
to  the  Arkansas  river,  opposite  Little  Rock, 
where  he  experienced  some  of  tlic  \ery  hard- 
est serxice  of  his  enlistment.  The  men  were 
ordered  across  the  river  in  the  face  of  the 
rebel  gnns  to  captnre  the  city,  and  thong;h 
the  service  was  a  \ery  difficult  one  it  was  per- 
fornKHJ  l)y  llie  hra\e  "hoys  in  hhie.""  Then 
occurred  some  very  sanguinary  battles,  the 
soldiers  being  mown  down  like  grass!  The 
regiment  turned  south  in  Arkansas  toward 
Texas,  and  the  subsequent  battles,  skirmishes 
and  forced  marches  in  dangerous  places  and 
in  the  darkness  of  the  night  were  enough  to 
try  the  metal,  of  the  most  courageous  soldier, 
but  through  ii  all  Mr.  Stroud  ne\cr  wa\-ered, 
and  when  mustered  out  of  service  he  could 
claim  the  honorable  distinction  of  having 
never  lost  a  day  and  having  e\cr  been  found 
at  Ills  post  of  duty,  whether  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight  or  upon  the  tented  field.  His 
patience,  fortitude  and  valor  are  worthy  of 
tlie  hig-hest  commendation,  for  no  other  sol- 
dier ever  bore  such  hardships  witli  a  more 
cheerful  or  courageous  spirit.  lie  was  mus- 
tered out  at  l-'ort  Gibson,  Indian  Territorv, 
after  a  service  of  about  three  and  one-halt 
years. 

Mr.  Stroud  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  ^^'a(le,  in  Clarion  count w  Iowa, 
her  people  having  come  to  the  west  from  In- 
diana. She  is  an  estimable  lady  and  has  been 
to  her  husband  a  faithful  wife  and  helpmate 
on  life's  journey.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stroud 
have  been  born  ten  children:  Ano-elinc.  who 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Kddy.  of  Malvern, 
Iowa,  but  both  arc  now  deceased;  juilith. 
tlie  wife  of  William  McCo\-,  wlio  resides  on 


a  farm  near  Tabor,  in  Mills  county:  Priscilla 
J.,  the  wife  of  Calvin  Goddard,  of  Pueblo, 
Coloradcj;  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Cross, 
of  Hillsdale;  Clara,  who  married  Daniel 
Anders(jn.  a  farmer  of  Mills  county  :  Tclitha, 
who  wedded  S.  E.  Surface,  a  resident  farm- 
er of  Ringgold  county,  Iowa;  Ola,  who  is 
the  wife  of  C.  S.  Day,  an  agriculturist  of 
Monona,  bnva  ;  Joseph  F..  the  elder  son,  who 
was  reared  as  a  farmer  but  is  now  in  business 
in  Hillsdale;  Willis  C,  the  younger  son.  who 
is  a  resident  of  Ottumwa,  bjwa ;  and  Sadie, 
who  is  deceased. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Stroud  is  a  Re- 
publican, ha\  ing  voted  the  ticket  since  the    I 
organization  of  the  party.     He  has  filled  a 
number  of  local  offices  (A  trust,  dischaririny     ; 
his  duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity,  thus 
winning  the  high  commendation  of  all  con-     ' 
cerned.      He   has   a    wide    ac(|uaintance   in     1 
]Mills  county  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  es-     1 
teem  of  his  fellow  men  bv  reason  of  his  hon-     [ 
orable  and  upright  life.  ' 


R.  C.  SMITH. 


R.  C.  Smith,  a  prominent  and  representa- 
tive farmer  and  mechanic  whose  residence 
in  Fremont  county  dates  from  an  earlv  day 
of  its  development,  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  Pennsyh'ania,  September  5.  I(Sj8, 
his  parents  lieing  Horace  and  Margaret 
(Reese)  Smith,  the  mother  being  a  native  of 
Penn.sylvania.  where  they  were  married. 
The  father,  however,  was  l)orn  and  reared 
in  the  Empire  state,  whither  his  parents  had 
removed  with  their  family  previous  to  his 
birth. 

His  father  followed  freighting  before 
railroads  were  built  and  owned  two  four- 
horse  teams  and  wagons.     In  tStj  Horace 
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nd  his  father  were  driving  one  of  the  teams 
■hen  the  government  pressed  both  men  and 
cams   into  the  service  of  transporting  the 
uppHes  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  army, 
rhey  were  thus  engaged  for  some  time  and 
fter  the  close  of  the  second  war  with  Eng- 
and    Horace    Smith    returned    to    Pennsyl- 
r-ania.     He  became  a  sailor  on  the  northern 
akes  and  while  thus  engaged  he  sailed  on 
Lake  ^Michigan  and  visited  the  site  of  Chi- 
cago before  the  city  was  founded,  and  aided 
in  erecting  old  Fort  Dearborn,  and  thus  he 
became  connected  with  one  of    the    works 
which  became  historic. 

Subsequently  he  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  was  married  and  took  up  his 
abode,  engaging  in  the  lumbering  business. 
He  dealt  in  lumber,  which  he  rafted  down 

the  Susquehanna  river  to  market,  carrying 
on  that  enterprise  until  1837,  when  he  re-^ 

moved  to  Illinois,  becoming  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  Prairie  state.  Upon  a  tract  of 
unimproved  land  in  Warren  county,  which 
his  wife  had  inherited,  he  and  his  family  lo- 
cated and  with  characteristic  energy  he  be- 
gan its  cultivation  and  improvement.  Lates 
he  exchanged  that  farm  for  a  tract  of  coal 
land  and  thereon  he  opened  coal  mines,  which 
he  operated  for  a  number  of  years,  devoting 
his  energies  to  that  industry  until  his  labors 
Mere  ended  in  death  in  1859.  A  quiet,  unas- 
suming man,  he  worked  hard  and  by  his  un- 
faltering industry  and  honorable  dealings  he 
managed  to  accumulate  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. He  never  aspired  to  public  office, 
being  content  to  perform  the  duties  of  cit- 
izenship without  official  reward.  After  his 
death  the  widowed  mother  sold  her  home  and 
coal  mines  in  Illinois  and  removed  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Fremont  county.  Her  children 
were  all  grown  and  in  their  homes  she  re- 


sided. Some  time  afterward  she  went  to 
Illinois  to  visit  a  daughter  who  was  living  in 
that  state,  and  there  the  death  of  Mrs.  Smith 
occurred.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had 
six  children,  of  whom  he  is  the  eldest.  The 
others  are  Isabel,  now  Mrs.  Barnard;  Mrs. 
Mary  Pettit;  John,  who  served  through  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion;  Charles  and  Orin, 
who  also  "wore  the  blue"  in  defense  of  the 
Union.  The  four  sons  of  the  family  were 
in  the  service  of  their  country  at  the  time  of 
the  Civil  war.  Each  one  returned  home  in 
safety,  although  they  had  sustained  slight 
wounds. 

R.  C.  Smith  spent  his  early  boyhood  days 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  to  the  public- 
school  system  of  Illinois  is  indebted  for  the 
educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  blacksmith's  trade,  serving  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  and  afterward  he  fol- 
lowed that  calling  for  some  time.  At  th« 
time  of  his  marriage,  however,  he  began 
farming  in  conection  with  his  blacksmithing 
and  folowed  the  dual  pursuit  until  1861^ 
when,  feeling  that  his  country  needed  his 
services,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
I,  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry.  .  The  reg"iment 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
and  he  was  at  the  front  under  Colonel  Bain 
and  General  John  A.  Logan.  As  a  member 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  he  went  to  the 
front  and  did  guard  duty  in  the  winter  of 
1861-2  on  the  Hanibal  &  St.  Joseph  Rail- 
road. With  his  regiment  he  participated  in 
the  campaign  of  Alissouri,  after  which  the 
command  was  transferred  to  Tennessee  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry  and 
Fort  Donelson,  and  they  then  went  to  Nash-* 
ville  and  Clarksville  and  took  part  in  many 
engagements    under    General  Grant  in  his 
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cainpaigu  doing  much  hard  service.  At 
length  the  regiment  arirvcd  at  l'a(hicah,  Ken- 
tucky. After  ser\iiig  at  llie  front  for  two 
years  Mr.  Smith  was  granted  a  furlough,  on 
account  of  physical  disahility,  and  returned 
to  his  home.  When  his  leave  of  absence  had 
expired  he  was  still  unable  to  do  field  serv- 
ice and  his  furlough  was  therefore  extended. 
But  he  did  not  recover  his  health  as  he  had 
hoped  to  do,  and  therefore  was  honorably 
discharged.  Two  years  passed  before  he 
was  able  to  engage  in  any  work ;  and  even 
now,  almost  forty  years  after  the  war,  ho 
yet  feels  the  effects  of  his  army  experience 
and  the  ill  health  incurred  thereby. 

When  again  strong  enough  to  take  up  the 
active  duties  of  life,  Mr.  Smith  resumed 
farming  and  blacksmithing.  In  1851  he  had 
married  ^Nliss  Loretta  Myers,  and  in  October, 
1872.  he  brought  his  family  to  Fremont 
county.  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  the  farm 
upon  which  he  yet  resides.  The  land  had 
been  broken,  and  a  small  house,  then  in  a 
rather  dilapidated  condition,  had  been  built, 
but  the  place  was  unfenced  and  the  work  of 
cultivation  had  been  carried  forward  to  only 
a  slight  degree.  Mr.  Smith  paid  twenty-five 
dollars  per  acre  for  his  land.  The  first  work 
which  claimed  his  attention  in  Ljwa  was  the 
erection  of  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  soon  he 
was  busily  engaged  at  his  trade,  while  his 
two  sons  took  charge  of  the  farm,  which 
they  imi)ro\etl  under  his  direction.  The 
home  therefore  soon  became  self-supporting 
and  has  been  so  ever  since.  For  a  number  of 
vears  Mr.  Smith  was  the  leadinor  blacksmith 
in  his  locality,  his  patronage  coming  to  him 
from  a  wide  extent  of  territory.  His  expert 
work  secured  Iiini  the  continued  trade  of 
all  with  whom  he  once  had  dealings,  and 
until  a  few  years  since  he  followed  black- 


smithing:  and  at  the  present  time  he  does  his 
own  work  in  that  line.  He  has  made  per- 
manent and  .substantial  impro\ements  on  his 
place  which  add  both  to  its  value  and  attrac- 
tive appearance.  He  reuKjdeled  and  enlarged 
the  h(juse,  erected  an  extensive  barn  and  com-i 
modious  outbuildings,  plantetl  an  orchard 
and  grove,  and  everything  is  kept  in  excel- 
lent condition.  The  place  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated about  three  miles  south  of  Randolph. 
By  his  honorable  business  methods  and  un- 
faltering perseverance  ^Ir.  Smith  has  ac- 
quired a  C(jmfortable  competence  for  the 
evening  of  life,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has 
won  that  good  name  which  is  rather  to  be 
chosen  than  great  riches. 

Mrs.  Smith  has  been  to  her  husband  a 
faithful  companion  and  helpmeet  on  the  j(jur- 
ney  of  life.  She  was  born  November  22, 
1837,  in  the  town  of  ^lonmouth,  Illinois,  and 
represents  one  of  the  honored  early  families 
of  Warren  county,  that  state.  Her  parents 
George  and  Anna  (Goody)  Myers,  were  both 
natives  of  Ohio  and  were  there  married, 
after  which  they  sought  a  home  in  what  was 
then  a  wild  and  unimproved  district.  Lo- 
cating in  Monmouth,  Illinois,  the  father  there 
conducted  a  general  mercantile  establishment 
for  a  number  of  years  and  also  had  charge 
of  a  stage  coach  line.  Subsequently  he 
turned  his  atention  to  farming  and  became 
an  extensive  dealer  and  shipper  of  fat  cattle- 
About  1865  he  sold  his  property  in  the 
Prairie  state  and  came  to  Iowa,  locating-  near 
Shenandoah,  where  he  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land.  Still  later  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  ^lanti.  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  when  he  removed  to  Mis- 
souri and  resumed  his  agricultural  labors, 
continuing  the  work  of  the  fields  and  at  the 
same  time  handling  stock.   His  next  place  of 
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abode  was  in  Kansas,  but  he  ultimately  re- 
turned to  Manti,  Iowa,  where  he  died  in 
1888.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  business 
ability,  strong  purpose  and  energy,  and  was 
charitable  and  public-spirited.  His  standard 
of  integrity  and  honor  was  very  high  and 
his  life  was  in  harmony  therewith. 

His  children  were :  Sarah,  \\-ho  became 
Mrs.  :\I.  \\\are;  William;  .Mrs.  Matildq 
Speck;  Xancy,  the  wife  of  D.  Alyers;  Lor- 
etta,  the  honored  wife  of  Mr.  Smith;  and 
John.  Twelve  children  came  to  add  hap- 
piness and  brightness  to  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife,  but  they  lost  their  first 
born,  \\'illiam,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  ;  Alonzo,  who  is  living  in  the  state 
of  Washington;  George,  a  farmer  of  Iowa; 
Mrs.  INIargaret  Jenkins;  Louisa,  the  wife  of 
William  Kline;  Mrs.  Mary  Pippitt;  Harvey, 
an  agriculturist;  Ida,  the  wife  of  William 
Wilson;  Isabel,  at  home;  Guy  and  Elliott, 
both  of  whom  follow  farming  in  this  state; 
and  Richard,  who  is  yet  with  his  parents. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  a  faithful  and  earnest  member 
of  the  2^Iethodist  Episcopal  church,  and  Mr. 
Smith  maintains  pleasant  relations  with  his 
old  army  comrades  through  his  membership 
in  Randolph  Post,  G.  A.  R.  His  career 
has  ever  been  characterized  by  fidelity  to 
duty  in  every  relation,  whether  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  in  the  home  or  in  business 
life,  and  his  history  illustrates  the  power  of 
industry  and  honesty  in  gaining  success. 


WILLIAM  C.  SWARTS. 

The  people  of  Indiana  are  enterprising 
and  progressive  and  have  made  it  one  of  the 
great  states  of  the  Union,  and  Indianans 
who  have  located  elsewhere  have  most  of 
them  made  their  marks  in  the  business  com- 


munity and  taken  the  lead  in  public  affairs. 
One  of  the  prominent  Indianians  of  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  is  William  C.  Swarts,  a  pros- 
perous stock  farmer  who  for  the  past  seven- 
teen years  has  lived  at  Silver  City. 

William  C.   Swarts  was  born  in  Allen 
county.  Indiana,  October  11,  1849,  a  son  of 
George  Swarts,  who  was  born  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  November    26,  1826, 
and  passed  his  younger  days  there,  removing 
to  Erie  county,  New  York,  and  thence  after 
seven  years  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio.    Peter 
Swarts,  the  father  of  George  Swarts,  and 
grandfather  of  William  C.  Swarts,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1796  and  died  in  1880. 
His   wife  was  Susan  Dolph  and   they   had 
five  children,  of  wdiom  three    sons    and    a 
daughter  are  living.     One  of  these,  George 
Swarts,  the  father  of  William    C.    Swarts, 
lives  in  Mills  county.     Another,    known    as 
"Aunt  Mary"  Boles,  is  living,  widowed,  in 
Hemphill  county,  Texas.     His  wife  died  at 
the  age  of    forty-three    in    Wayne    county, 
Ohio,  and  he  married  again  and  had  five  chil- 
dren by  his  second  marriage.     In  1849.  ^vhen 
he   was     twenty-three    years     old,     George 
Sw^arts  married  Margaret  Johnson,  who  died 
in   1868,   nineteen  vears   later,   lea  vino-  five 
daughters  and  one  son,  William  C.  Swarts, 
the  subject  of   this   sketch.      February  22, 
1870,  he  married  Amanda  (Johnson)  Don- 
er, a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who  bore  him 
one  daughter,  who  was  named  Kate,  and  who 
is  the  wife  of  E.  H.  Scott,  of  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa.    Mr.  Swarts  began  life  poor,  but  pros- 
pered abundantly  and  became  an  extensive 
land  owner  and  bought  and  sold  many  farms, 
and  at  this  time  he  owns  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres,  comprising  two  farms.     He 
is  a  Mason  and  in  politics    is    independent. 
He  has  filled  the  offices  of  township  trustee 
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of  Ingrahani  townsliip  and  luaynr  nf  Sil\er 
City. 

William  C.  Swarts  was  older  than  his 
fi\e  sisters.  lie  passed  his  yDunqer  days 
in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan  and  his  ed- 
ucational advantages  were  limited.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  lie  left  home  and  hired  out 
on  a  wood  joh  in  Indiana  and  earned  fifty 
dollars  during  his  first  two  weeks"  service. 
Later  he  settled  on  a  small  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  which  he  paid  for  in  work  before  he 
was  married.  The  success  which  attended 
his  first  business  ventures  did  not  desert  him 
in  after  years,  and  he  has  been  prosperous  to 
the  present  time.  He  lived  on  liis  first  farm 
from  1873  to  1876,  and  improved  it  greatly 
and  sold  it  to  advantage  preparatory  to  mov- 
ing to  Mills  county.  Iowa.  Since  he  first 
located  in  Mills  county  he  has  mo\ed  four 
times  and  has  owned  several  different  farms. 
He  came  to  his  present  farm,  which  ad- 
joins Silver  City  on  the  south,  in  1895.  ^^ 
consists  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
acres,  well  improved  and  well  ecpiipped  for 
stock  farming.  For  twelve  years  prior  to 
coming  to  this  place,  he  owned  and  lived 
on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  north  of  Silver  City,  which  lie  bought 
for  ten  thousand  dollars  and  sold  twelve 
years  after  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
He  has  always  been  a  stock-raiser,  and  while 
dealing  principally  in  cattle  has  handled 
horses  and  hogs  somewhat  extensively. 
During  the  past  twenty-four  years  he  has 
made  a  specialty  of  feeding  beef  cattle,  and 
until  1894  shipped  more  fat  stock  than  any 
one  else  in  the  county,  often  handling  forlv 
to  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth  a  month. 
Owing  to  failing  health,  he  partially  retired 
from  Inisiness  in  the  year  mentioned,  but  has 


now  two  inmdred  and  lifiy  head  (ji  cattle  and 
about  fifty  head  of  hijrses  and  mules.  He 
has  bred  many  liorses  and  some  valuable 
ones.  He  rai.ses  one  hundred  acres  of  corn 
and  fifty  acres  of  small  grain,  and  buvs  corn 
and  hay  for  his  stock.  I  lis  home  farm  orig- 
inally consisted  of  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres,  of  which  he  S(jld  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  and  he  owns  a  section  of 
land  in  Nebraska,  which  is  cultivated  by  ten- 
ants but  the  stock  on  which  is  his,  and  there 
is  no  time  when  he  does  not  have  on  hand 
two  to  three  hundred  head  oi  cattle.  He 
built  the  fine  residence  on  his  former  farm 
north  of  Silver  City  in  1894,  and  his  pres- 
ent modern  residence,  the  best  in  the  vicin- 
ity, two  years  later. 

IVIr.  Swarts  is  a  Master  ]^Iason.  a  Re- 
publican and  a  supporter  of  the  Christian 
church,  of  wliich  his  wife  is  a  memj)er.  He 
has  steadfastly  refused  to  accept  any  public 
oftice,  but  exerts  a  recognized  influence  in 
city  and  township  affairs.  He  was  married 
in  1873,  in  Porter  county,  Indiana,  to  Sarah 
Jane  Isminger,  a  native  of  that  county,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Koutz) 
Isminger,  natives  of  Ohio.  Frank  Swarts. 
their  eldest  son,  was  born  Xovember  9.1875. 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Mills  county, 
low'a.  He  is  a  pharmacist  and  has  a  wife 
and  one  little  daughter.  Edward,  their  next 
son  in  order  of  Ijirth.  is  a  member  of  their 
household,  as  are  also  Mark.  Jim.  Mabel 
and  Mae.  Maud  died  when  fifteen  months 
old.  Mabel  and  Mae  are  twins  and  were 
born  November  26,  1888,  on  the  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  their  grandfather  Swarts. 
They  do  not  resemble  each  other  in  personal 
appearance  as  some  twins  do,  but  are  bright 
interesting  girls,   with  a  decided  talent   for 
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music;  and  jMae  is  a  star  in  social  entertain- 
ments both  as  a  vocalist  and  as  an  elocu- 
tionist. 


SIDNEY  FOWLER. 

Sidney  Fowler  is  a  prominent  Alason  of 
Hamburg,  Iowa,  and  a  well-known  railroad 
man,  having  been  in  railroad  service  in  this 
portion  of  the  state  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. A  native  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  in 
Schuyl.er  county,  February  3,  1849,  his  par- 
ents being  Josiah  and  Misniah  (Dunning) 
Fowler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tuck}^  The  father  belonged  to  one  of  the 
old  families  of  that  state,  while  the  mother's 
people  were  from  South  Carolina.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fowler  became  well-known  residents  of 
Schuyler  county,  Illinois,  and  as  people  of 
sterling  worth  they  are  held  in  high  esteem. 
The  father  gave  his  time  and  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  in  that  manner 
provided  a  li\-elihood  for  his  family.  His 
death  occurred  in  1876,  and  his  wife  passed 
EAvay  in  1865. 

Sidney  Fowler,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  in  Illinois  and  in 
Kansas.  A\'hen  twenty  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  railroad  service,  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  for  thirty  years,  this  long 
period  being  characterized  by  the  utmost 
fidelity  to  duty.  He  is  well  known  in  rail- 
road circles  in  southwestern  Iowa  and  north- 
western Missouri,  and  for  eighteen  years 
has  been  the  foreman  on  section  29  of  the 
Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs 
Railroad  at  Hamburg,  Iowa.  During  this 
time  he  has  ne^'er  met  with  an  accident,  ow- 
ing to  his  capable  management,  his  close  ap- 
plication and  his  thorough  understanding  of 
the  work  entrusted  to  him. 


In  the  year  1875  Mr.  Fowler  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  Doniphan,  Kansas,  to  Miss 
Martha  Hughes,  who  to  him  has  been  a  faith- 
ful companion  on  the  journey  of  life.  She 
is  a  native  of  Missouri  but  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Miami  county,  Kansas,  her  par- 
ents being  William  and  Martha  (Terry) 
Hughes.  The  father  is  still  living  in  south- 
ern Missouri,  but  the  mother  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fowler  have  been  born  two  children, —  Roy 
Eddie  and  Nondas  Frances,  aged  respective 
ly  thirteen  and  seven  years.  Mr.  Fowler  ex- 
ercises his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democracy, 
and  for  eight  years  has  served  as  a  council- 
man of  Hamburg  county. 

He  keeps  well  informed  on  the  issues  of 
the  day  and  is  thus  enabled  to  support  his 
political  position  by  intelligent  argument. 
He  is  well  known  and  deservedly  prominenr 
in  Masonic  circles,  for  his  life  exemplifies 
the  beneficent  principles  of  the  fraternity. 
He  is  now  serving  as  the  master  of  Jerusalem 
Lodge,  No.  253,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hamburg, 
with  wdiich  he  has  been  identified  for  thirteen 
years.  He  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in 
Rushville,  Missouri,  in  1880.  He  also  be- 
longs to  Olive  Council,  has  taken  the  chap- 
ter degrees,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Order  of  the  Easter  Star. 


NELSON  CURTIS  FIELD. 

In  the  promotion  and  conservation  of 
advancement  in  all  the  normal  lines  of  hu- 
man progress  and  civilization  there  is  no 
factor  which  has  exercised  a  more  potent 
influence  than  the  press,  w'hich  is  both  the 
director  and  the  mirror  of  public  opinion. 
Glenwood  has  been  signally  favored  in  the 
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character  of  its  newspapers,  which  have 
been  \ital,  enthusiastic  and  [)rugressive, 
ever  ainiii;y  in  advance  the  interests  of  this 
favored  section  of  the  Union,  to  aid  in  lay- 
ing fast  and  sure  the  foundations  of  an  en- 
Hghtened  coninionweahli,  to  further  the 
ends  of  justice  and  to  ui)h(ild  the  banner  of 
Iowa.  In  a  conipihition  of  this  nature  then 
it  is  clearly  incumbent  that  due  recognition 
be  accorded  the  newspaper  press  of  the 
state.  One  of  the  capable  representatives 
of  the  press  in  Mills  county  is  Nelson  Cur- 
tis Field. 

A  native  son  of  the  llawkeyc  state,  he 
has  always  been  closely  identified  with  its 
interests  and  has  labored  earnestly  for  its 
welfare  along  many  lines.  He  was  born 
in  iVjttawaltaniie  county,  April  13,  1868, 
a  son  of  Arnnnius  J.  and  Aurelia  (Sellers) 
Field.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  while  he  worked  in 
the  fields  in  the  summer  months,  aiding  in 
plowing,  planting  and  harvesting,  in  the 
winter  season  he  improved  the  opportuni- 
ties for  education  afTorded  by  the  common 
schools.  Desirous  of  enjoying  more  ad- 
vanced privileges,  he  continued  farm  work 
until  he  had  earned  money  sufficient  to  en- 
able him  to  enter  school  elsewhere.  He 
matriculated  in  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
literary  department  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  being  the  youngest  mem- 
l)er  of  the  class  of  1890,  numbering  one 
hundred  and  hfty  graduates  in  the  literary 
department.  He  afterward  engaged  in 
school-teaching  for  a  year,  and  then  turned 
his  attention  to  journalistic  work,  in  189T 
establishing  the  Mills  County  Tribune,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  the  editor  and  pro- 
l)rietor,  conducting  the  paper  with  continu- 
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ous  success  up  lu  the  present  tune,  lie  be- 
gan the  publication  of  this  journal  in  con- 
nection with  X.  T.  Bradway,  whu  ^ooii 
withdrew  from  the  firm,  however,  beinjr 
succeeded  by  V .  M.  lUiriington,  who  retired 
from  the  Ijusiness  in  iNo^,  leavinsr  Mr. 
b'ield  the  sole  owner.  This  journal  is  cred- 
itable to  the  city  and  county  in  which  it  is 
published,  and  is  an  excellent  news  organ 
and  advertising  mediiun.  Its  circulation  is 
constantly  increasing  and  its  business  af- 
lairs  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Since  the  first  year  in  which  he  attend- 
ed college  Mr.  Field  has  given  his  political 
sujjport  to  the  Democracy.  Believing  firm- 
ly in  its  principles,  he  strongly  supports  its 
doctrines  and  upholds  its  banners.  He  was 
made  a  candidate  for  state  senator  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  the  senatorial  district 
composed  of  iMills  and  Montgomery  coun- 
ties, but  was  defeated  on  account  of  the 
overwhelming  Republican  majcjrity  in  the 
district.  He  began  business  about  nine 
years  ago  with  no  capital,  but  through  his 
paper  and  other  judicious  investments  he 
has  become  one  of  the  most  substantial  citi- 
zens of  the  community  and  to-day  owns 
seven  fine  farms,  aggregating  one  thousand 
and  fifteen  acres,  besides  a  large  amount  of 
town  property  which  brings  to  him  a  good 
income.  All  that  he  has  acquired  is  the  re- 
ward of  his  well-tlirected  labors  guided  by 
soinul  business  judgment,  and  his  life 
stands  an  exemplification  of  what  may  lie 
accomplished   through   determined   purpose. 

J\Ir.  Field  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational  church.  On  the  7th  of  January, 
1890,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Tennie  l»uffino-ton.  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  infiuential  families  in  Mills 
county,  but  their  happy  married  life  was  of 


476 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


Siioit  duration,  for  Mrs.  Field  passed  away 
in  the  following  May.  One  of  Mr.  Field's 
contemporaries  in  the  journalistic  field  has 
given  us  the  following  pen  picture :  "Mr. 
Field  is  an  exceptionally  bright  and  brainy 
3'Oung  man,  of  scrupulously  clean  and  tem- 
perate habits.  He  makes  a  success  of  what- 
ever he  undertakes.  He  is  universally  ac- 
knowledged to  be  one  of  the  brightest  and 
ablest  newspaper  men  in  the  state,  and  now 
that  he  enters  the  political  field,  we  predict 
for  him  a  successful  career."  Another 
journalist  said:  "Mr.  Field  is  a  man  of 
marked  individuality,  of  strong  purpose  and 
remarkable  energy." 


AUGUSTUS  McCLENAHAN. 

Among  the  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  who  enjoys 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens must  be  named  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ent review,  Augustus  McClenahan,  who  re- 
sides upon  section  ii,  Anderson  township. 
He  was  born  at  Trader's  Point,  Iowa,  Au- 
gust 1 8.  1848.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert 
McClenahan,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
in  1807,  and  died  at  Trader's  Point,  Iowa, 
■on  December  10,  1852.  While  still  a  very 
V'oung  man  Robert  ^McClenahan  took  up  his 
residence  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  teaching 
•school  there,  also  in  central  Illinois,  and  after 
his  removal  to  Iowa.  In  Ohio  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of,  and  married^  Lucy  A.  Rich- 
ards, of  Stark  county,  a  daughter  of  Au- 
gustus Richards,  and  his  wife,  who  belonged 
to  the  old  Doggett  family  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
and  ^Irs.  McClenahan  came  to  Iowa  in  1846 
and  were  among  the  very  first  settlers  ot 
Mills  county,  where  they  reared  their  fam- 
ily :  Mary  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Hougas; 


!  Frances  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  G.  F. 
Schenck,  of  Montg-omery  county ;  and  our 
subject.  The  father  lived  until  death  ai 
Trader's  Point,  after  which  the  mother  mar- 
ried Jeremiah  Bunker  and  bore  him  one 
daughter,  now  j\Irs.  Gifford,  a  resident  of 
Carson,  Iowa.  Mr.  Bunker  died  in  Ne- 
braska, and  she  survived  many  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  June,   1897. 

Brought  up  on  a  farm  and  accustomed 
to  agriculture,  our  subject  has  made  a  suc- 
cess of  his  life  work.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages, like  those  of  many  others  of  his 
day,  were  limited,  but  native  good  sense  and 
a  sterling  character  have  supplied  all  de- 
ficiencies. It  was  on  the  23d  of  October, 
1872,  that  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  I. 
Schenck,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  was  born 
in  1850  and  was  a  daughter  of  James  M. 
and  Alzina  (Fisher)  Schenck,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  farm  where 
his  mother  had  settled  in  1855,  also  becoming 
the  possessor  of  a  land  warrant  of  eighty 
acres  from  his  grandfather  Richards,  who 
had  been  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2.  He 
now  has  a  finely  stocked  and  well  cultivated 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres 
with  eight  acres  of  timljer  land  additional. 
He  raises  corn,  wheat,  oats,  but  principally 
corn,  some  years  harvesting  from  six  to 
eight  thousand  bushels  in  all.  He  also  raises 
Poland  China  hogs  and  jjreeds  colts,  and 
owns  some  twenty  horses. 

The  children  of  ]\Ir.  and  ]Mrs.  ]\IcClena- 
han  ha\'e  grown  up  around  their  hearth  to 
be  the  comfort  of  their  declining  3-ears.  The 
oldest  child  was  an  infant  that  died  when 
but  five  months  old;  Maud  is  the  wife  of 
R.  E.  Stone  and  has  a  little  son.  Sylvan ; 
Pearl  May  is  a  teacher  and  lives  at  home; 
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Robert  \'ernnn  and  Lucy  lulna.  twins,  are 
eighteen  years  old  and  li\e  at  home;  Ivlna  is 
a  tjraduate  of  the  Henderson  high  school; 
Ralph  W. ;  and  Inez,  a  bright  little  ten-year 
old  school,  girl.  Pearl  May  was  graduated 
at  Shenandoah  College  and  taught  her  llrsl 
term  of  school  in  the  Henderson  high  school, 
remaining  a  year.  She  is  accomplished  in 
music,  and  the  musical  talent  seems  to  have 
been  given  to  the  whole  family. 

.\s  a  Rei)ul)lican  Mr.  McClenahan  has 
always  done  his  whole  political  duty,  and 
his  neighbors  have  honored  him  with  their 
cc^nfidence,  appointing  him  school  director 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  was  made  treas- 
lu'er  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 
Few  homes  are  more  happily  placed  than 
that  of  our  genial  subject  and  his  excellent 
Avife.  Generous  and  liberal-minded.  Mr. 
McClenahan  makes  friends  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  is  much  interested  in  making  hi^ 
children  hai)p\-  b}-  [)ro\iding  them  with  edu- 
cational advantages.  A  new  library  is  being- 
added  to  the  other  comforts  of  the  home. 


ALFA'AXDER  C.   GASTOX. 

Alexander  C.  Gaston,  a  well-known  rep- 
resentative of  commercial  interests  in  Tabor, 
was  born  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  on  the  K'^th  of 
February,  1838.  He  represented  one  of  the 
old  families  of  Massachusetts.  As  the  name 
indicates  the  family  is  of  French  lineage 
three  brothers  having  been  dri\'cn  from 
France  during  the  time  of  the  Huguenor 
massacre.  One  became  a  resident  of  Xortli 
Carolina,  a  second  of  Connecticut  and  the 
third,  a  1)achel(M%  died  in  Ireland.  lea\ing  a 
fine  estate,  but  the  fortune  was  claimed  by 
the  crown.  .Mexander  GastiMi,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  removed  from  the  old 


Bay  state  to  Ithaca.  Xeu  York,  at  an  early 
day,  and  his  death  (jccurred  when  he  was 
seventy-three  years  of  age.  His  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Belcher,  and  died 
in  1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  They 
were  farming  people  and  were  well  known 
for  their  sterling  worth.  George  B.  Gaston 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  b(jrn  near 
Ithaca,  X'ew  York.  He  was  one  oi  the 
founders  of  the  Tabor  College,  and  died  in 
Tabor,  in   1873. 

Mr.  Gaston,  wlujse  name  introduces  this 
record,  pursued  his  education  in  the  ccjmmon 
district  schools  and  also  studied  geometry 
for  one  term.  In  addition  to  this  he  devoted 
some  time  to  the  ma.stery  of  the  Greek 
language.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
wcirld.  his  destination  being  Pike's  Peak, 
which  was  then  the  scene  of  minino-  excite- 
ment.  lie  and  his  companions  tra\-eled  for 
three  days  and  got  as  far  as  Salt  creek,  when 
the  party  formed  a  new  decisi(jn  and  proced- 
ed  to  Fort  Laramie,  where  they  divided. 
Mr.  Gaston  and  one  of  his  companions, 
however,  returned  to  Iowa,  taking  up  their 
abode  in  Fremont  county.  Becoming  iden- 
tified with  its  farming  interests,  he  was  for 
a  long  time  engaged  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  transforming  the  wild  land  into  pro- 
ductive fields  which  brought  to  him  a  good 
financial  return  for  his  labor.  Through  a 
long  period  Mr.  Gaston  continued  farming. 
])ut  in  Februar}-,  1900,  he  established  a  gro- 
cery store  in  Tabor,  and  is  there  engaged  in 
business  at  the  present  time.  He  has  already 
secured  a  large  patronage  and  is  finding  in 
the  new  venture  a  profitable  source  of  in- 
come. 

On  the  27th  of  March.  1862.  Mr.  Gaston 
was  united   in   marriage  to  Miss   Mary   F. 


478 


BWGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


Jones,  a  danghter  of  Solomon  and  Esther 
(Eslerbrook)  Jones.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, as  follows  :  Ozroc,  who  is  a  stenographer 
for  Judge  Thornell  and  resides  in  Tabor; 
Cora  Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  W^aldo  G.  Rice, 
a  resident  of  Cedar  county,  Nebraska ;  Etta 
Maria,  at  home;  Abbie  Marie,  wife  of  Henry 
O.  Sheldon,  who  is  living  in  Laurel,  Ne- 
braska ;  Myron  Clinton,  who  is  also  under 
the  parental  roof;  and  Alonzo  A.,  who  is 
now  attending  school.  ^Ir.  Gaston  has 
served  as  countv  trustee  for  three  terms,  dis- 
charging his  duties  in  a  manner  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  communitv.  He 
is  a  trustee  of  Tabor  College  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church.  Public 
progress  and  local  improvement  are  causes 
both  dear  to  his  heart,  and  he  withholds 
his  support  from  no  measure  or  movement 
that  is  calculated  to  advance  the  general 
welfare.  His  histor}-  is  that  of  one  who 
has  demonstrated  the  truth  oi  the  old  ad- 
age that  success  is  not  a  matter  of  genius 
but  results  from  earnest  labor,  and  his  in- 
dustry and  unflagging  determination  have 
enabled  him  to  win  a  creditable  standing 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted 
countv. 


L.   P.   DEAN. 


L.  P.  Dean,  who  is  the  station  agent  at 
Hamburg  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  Railroad,  has  filled  the  position  for 
nine  years  and  is  a  most  capal^le  and  courte- 
ous representatix'e  of  the  company,  with 
which  he  has  been  identified  for  seventeen 
vears.  His  life  record  l)egan  in  Frederick 
county,  Alaryland,  in  1865,  and  he  belongs 
to  one  of  the  old,  well  known  and  promi- 


nent families  of  that  portion  of  his  native 
state.  His  father,  W.  H.  R.  Dean,  is  an 
honored  citizen  of  Hamburg,  where  he  is 
now  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business.  A 
native  of  Maryland,  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated there  and  in  the  year  1869  emigrated 
westward  with  his  family,  taking  up  his 
abode  near  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  he 
resided  for  a  number  of  years. 

L.  P.  Dean,  of  this  review,  was  reared 
in  northw^estern  Missouri,  and  to  the  public- 
school  system  of  the  state  is  indebted  for  the 
educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  He 
has  also  added  to  his  fund  of  practical  knowl- 
edge through  experience  in  the  business 
world  and  in  reading  in  leisure  hours. 
Learning  telegraphy,  he  entered  the  railroad 
service  and  has  been  stationed  at  various 
places,  between  St.  Joseph  and  Kansas  City." 
He  was  at  Barnard,  Missouri,  in  charge  of 
the  station  there  for  some  time,  and  in  1891 
was  promoted  to  the  position  which  he  yei. 
occupies.  His  connection  with  tlie  railroad 
service  covers  almost  two  decades,  a  fact 
which  indicates  unmistakably  that  he  has 
been  loyal  to  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  and 
prompt  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  for  extensive  corporations  do  not  re- 
tain in  their  employ  men  who  are  unworthy 
or  incompetent.  For  nine  years  he  has  been 
in  Hamburg,  and  is  accounted  a  most  popu- 
lar representative  of  the  road,  being  always 
accommodating,  courteous  and  obliging. 

In  October,  1900,  Mr.  Dean  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Bogan,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Bogan,  a  prominent  and  well- 
known  physician  of  Hamburg.  Their  pleas- 
ant home  is  celebrated  for  its  hospitality,  and 
to  them  a  cordial  welcome  is  extended  in 
many  of  the  best  homes  in  the  city.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.   Dean  is  a  Republican,. 
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but  seeks  not  the  honors  or  emoluments  of 
l)ul)lic  oftice.  ITc  was  made  a  Mason  in 
White  Hill  L(.(ls-e.  X...  ;,o_>.  ]•.  (S:  A.  M..  at 
LJarnartl.  Missouri,  and  has  since  taken  the 
deg'rees  of  the  chapter  and  council.  1  le  also 
belongs  to  Bruce  Commanderv,  Xd.  34,  K. 
T.,  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  and  to  Moilah  Temple 
of  the  Mxstic  Shrine,  in  St.  Jiise])h,  Mis 
souri.  lie  is  classed  amoiii;-  the  inielligent 
and  enterprisino-  citizens  of  llanihnrg",  and 
his  genial  dispc^sition  and  friendlv  tem])era 
ment  ha\e  won  him  the  w;inn  reg'ard  of  all 
^^■ith  whom  he  has  been  hrouo-lu  in  contacl. 


RUFUS  S.  TATE. 

Kufus  S.  Tate,  formerly  the  sheriff  of 
Fremont  county.  Iowa,  and  a  prominent  resi- 
dent of  Sidney,  is  a  recognized  leader  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  section,  his  large 
ac(|uaintance  and  unbounded  popularity  gi\-  • 
ing  him  an  induential  following,  while  his 
shrewd  judgment  of  men  and  affairs  makes 
his  counsel  of  value  in  all  important  move- 
ments. 

A  native  of  b)wa,  Mr.  Tate  was  borri 
in  Monroe  county,  on  the  7th  of  Februar}-, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Elswick)  Tate,  both  nali\es  of  Indiana. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  James  Tate, 
Avhile  his  maternal  g'randparents  were  An- 
drew and  hdizabeth  Elswick.  The  former 
li\ed  in  Kentuckv  for  a  time,  then  moxed 
to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Iowa,  in  1S31. 
They  were  of  Scotch  descent.  Throughout 
life  the  father  of  our  subject  followed  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  died  in  Monroe  coun- 
ty, this  state,  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  and  his  wife  passed  awav  at  the 
same  place  in  1859.  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five.     To  them  were  born  two  children,  hut 


Rufus  is  the  only  representative  of  the  fam- 
ily now  li\ing. 

Our  subject  was  left  an  rirphan  at  an 
early  age,  and  since  eighteen  years  old  has 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world  unaided, 
lie  is  practically  self-edu^"ated.  and  has  ob- 
tained a  good  fund  of  general  informatiun, 
which  has  well  fitted  him  for  life's  respon- 
sible duties.  In  1883  he  removed  to  Fre- 
mont county,  where  he  made  his  home  f<Ji- 
some  time. 

On  the  1 2th  of  January.  1892,  Mr.  Tate 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna 
Belle  Argyle,  a  native  of  Iowa  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Archibald  and  Harriet  (Bowman) 
Argyle.  Her  father,  who  was  a  merchant 
by  occupation,  was  born  in  X'irginia.  in  1804, 
and  died  in  Sidney,  Iowa,  in  1866.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Tate  located  in  Sidney, 
where  two  children  have  been  born  in  his 
family,  namely:  Stewart  A.  and  Harriet  J. 
The  family  have  a  pleasant  home  erected 
by  our  subject  in  1900,  and  are  people  of 
prominence  in  social  circles.  Religiously 
Mrs.  Tate  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

Since  locating  in  Sidney.  ^Ir.  Tate  has 
taken  a  very  important  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the 
Democratic  part  v.  for  whose  interests  he  baa 
worked  untiringly.  Since  casting  his  hrsc 
presidential  vote  for  General  Hancock  he  has 
never  failed  in  his  allegiance  to  that  i)arty 
and  has  never  failed  to  supi^rt  its  candidates 
each  election  day.  For  four  years  he  served 
as  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  was 
then  elected  sheriff  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
in  the  fall  of  1892.  In  1896  he  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  ofifice,  his  second  term 
expiring  on  the  ist  of  January,  1899.  Ilis 
ofticial     duties    were    discharged      with      a 
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promptness  and  fidelity  worthy  of  the  high- 
est commendation.  He  is  now  serving  as 
conncihnan  of  Sidney,  having  been  elected 
to  that  office  in  1900.  Mn  Tate  is  emphat- 
ically a  man  of  enterprise,  positive  charac 
ter,  indomitable  energy  and  liberal  views, 
and  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  his  city  and  county.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  an  honored  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America. 


JOHN  J.  KELLY. 

John  J.  Kelly,  a  well  and  favorably 
known  resident  of  IMills  county,  was  born 
in  Ohio,  in  1853,  and  represents  one  of  the 
■old  families  of  the  state.  His  grandfather, 
El.isha  Kelly,  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
had  seven  children,  namely :  Isaac ;  Elisha, 
deceased ;  Mrs.  Hannah  Fitzwilliams,  who 
also  passed  away;  Mrs.  Mary  Dill,  deceased: 
Mrs.  Vashti  Drake,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Bainbridge,  Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Emma  Cheno- 
with  and  Mrs.  Maggie  Cook,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased. 

The  first  named,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Kelly,  is 
the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Ohio,  in  1 816,  and  is  still  living,  his  home 
being  in  Pomona,  California,  where  he  and 
his  wife  have  resided  for  several  years.  He 
married  Ruth  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Ohio 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  J.  Smith,  who 
served  in  the  war  of  181 2  and  died  in  Mis- 
souri. Rev.  Mr.  Kelly  is  a  Methodist 
preacher,  having  for  many  years  been  a 
member  of  the  ministry  of  that  church.  He 
was  one  of  the  old-time  circuit-riders  both 
in  Ohio  and  Iowa  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  divines  of  the  west.     He  is  es- 


pecially well  known  in  this  state,  where  he 
is    widely    remembered    as    a    patriarchial 
preacher  of  eloquence  and  strength  and  ot 
exceptional  purity  of  character.  He  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  with  his 
family,   arriving  at  his   destination  on   the 
3d  of  March   1853.     Here  he  secured  ex- 
tensive landed  possessions  and  the  large  body 
of  fine  farming  land  adjoining  Hillsdale  on 
the  north,  the  major  part  of  which  is  still 
in  his  possession,  the  other  being  now  owned 
by  his  son,  John  J.  Kelly  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family.     All  the  children  were 
reared  upon  the  farm,  although  the  father 
devoted  the  most  of  his  time  and  atfention 
to  proclaiming  the  gospel  among  the  pioneers 
of  Iowa.     Lewis  Edward,  the  eldest  son  in 
the  family,  is  now  a  physician,  engaged  in 
practice  in  Oakland,  California.    At  the  time 
of  the  Civil,  war  he  joined  the  "boys  in  blue." 
enlisting  from  Mills  county  in  the  Fifteenth 
Regiment   of   Iowa  Volunteers.       He    saw 
very  hard  service  and  was  severely  wounded 
on  several  occasions.     At  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing he  was  laid  out  for  dead,  with  his  knap- 
sack upon  his  breast.     Although  only  six- 
teen years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
ment,  he  was  absolutely  without   fear  and 
displayed   a  valor  equal   to  that    of    many 
veterans  more  than  twice  his  years.     The 
other  members  of  the  family  of  Rev.  Isaac 
Kelly  are :  Mrs.  Demaris  E.  Lewis,  who  re- 
sides in  Bartlett,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Alice  Pitzer, 
of   Pomona,   California;    James    Quinn.     a 
farmer  of  Mills  county;  Willis  M.,  who  is 
living  in  Los  Angeles;  Elmer  Ellsworth,  a 
practicing  physician  located  at  San  Francis- 
co ;  Effie  May,  who  is  living  with  her  parents 
in  Pomona,  California,  and  is  successfully 
engaged    in    teaching;    Winfield    Scott,    a 
Alethodist  minister,  now  acting  as  the  pastor 
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of  a  church  of  his  denomination  in  Cah- 
fornia ;  and  Pearl,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Dr. 
Schntz.  of  Lono-   Ijeach,  Cah'fornia. 

John  J.  Kelly,  wIkkc  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  brouj^ht  to  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  durini^  his  early  infancy  and  has  liere 
spent  his  entire  life.  He  was  reared  amid 
the  \\\V\  scenes  of  the  frontier  and  was  early 
trainetl  to  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  as- 
sisting in  the  cultivation  n\  the  fields  from 
the  time  of  early  spring-planting-  until  the 
crops  were  harvested  in  the  autumn.  He  still 
li\'es  upon  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead, 
his  residence  l)eing  pleasantly  located  only 
a  cpiarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  town  of 
Hillsdale.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate 
on  life's  journey,  he  chose  Miss  Laura  Alice 
Sawyer,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
1885.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Sawyer,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  his 
people  having  removed  to  the  north  on  ac- 
count of  their  Union  sentiments,  and  all  of 
his  brothers  served  as  soldiers  with  the 
northern  army  in  the  Civil  war.  One  of 
the  brothers  was  captured  by  Rel)els,  drawn 
into  a  creek  and  there  shot  down  !  Nicholas 
Sawyer  was  prevented  from  enlisting  by 
physical  disability.  At  an  early  ])eriod  in 
the  development  of  Mills  county  he  cast  in 
his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  and  is  still 
lixing  here,  his  home  adjoining  Hillsdale  on 
the  northwest.  He  has  now  reached  the 
ripe  old  age  of  se\ent}--nine  vears  and  is 
one  of  the  honored  early  settlers  of  the  com- 
munity. He  married  Miss  Minerva  Jane 
Skaggs.  who  also  was  born  in  Tennessee  and 
is  still  traveling  life's  journey  by  his  side 
as  a  devoted  wife  and  companion.  Unto 
Mr.,  and  Mrs.  Saw}-er  were  born  the  follow- 
ing named:  Laura  Alice,  now  the  honored 
wife  of  our   subject;   Alonzo   S. ;    Eli    M. ; 


John;  Mrs.   Stella  McL'onaha;  William  and 
James. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children  :  ClifT<»rd 
Nicholas,  Bernice  Ma\-  and  Kthel  Laura. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  h<jld  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Hills- 
dale and  arc  earnest  Christian  people,  doing 
all  in  their  ])ower  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  church.  SocialK"  Mr.  Kelly  is  an  Odd 
h'ellow.  lie  is  now  ser\ing  as  a  township 
scIkjoI  director  and  iov  ten  years  has  tilled 
the  office  of  school  treasurer.  He  is  one 
ot  the  most  prominent  Prnhibitinnists  in 
Iowa.  Believifig  lirmly  in  the  cause  ot 
temperance,  he  labors  untiringly  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  its  principles*.  He  is  a  man 
who  esteems  character  above  all  else,  and 
his  life  is  a  typical  examijle  of  those  whose 
ideals  embrace  uprightness,  integrity  and 
moral  courage.  He  has  clear,  strong  and 
decided  \iews  on  all  public  cpiestions  and 
the  religious  fervur  of  his  nature  is  ma.'.ifest 
in  a  career  o\er  which  there  falls  no  shadow 
of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  e\  il. 


RUFUS  L.  MERRITT. 

Among  the  progressive  and  prom- 
inent farmers  of  Mills  C(»untv,  Iowa,  is  Ru- 
fus  L.  Merrill,  llie  subject  of  this  l)iogra])hic- 
al  sketch.  lie  was  born  in  Xorth  Caro- 
lina, l-'ebruary  15.  1835.  and  was  a  son 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Edna  (Combs) 
Merritt,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
The  Merritt  family  is  a  long-lived  race,  the 
paternal  grandfather  attaining  a  great  age. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  held  the  rank  (^f  captain  in  the  war  of 
181 2.  In  1842  the  family  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  remained  until  1849,  when 
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the  surviving  members  came  to  Lyons  town- 
ship, Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  tlie  father 

died  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  The  vener- 
ated and  belo\-ed  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
ad\"anced  age  of  ninety-four.  She  is  the 
most  honored  member  of  her  son's  family, 
and  although  somewhat  of  a  cripple  from 
an  accident  which  occurred  sixteen  years  ago, 
slie  enjoys  a  cjuiet  life,  in  her  favored  corner, 
surrounded  with  all  the  care  and  comfort 
that  loving  hands  can  bestow.  It  will  be  a 
sad  day  when  she  is  missed  from  the  rocking 
chair  where  she  has  passed  so  many  years, 
and  the  old  Bible  will  lie  treasured  because 
she  has  read  its  pages  so  long.  Mrs.  Merritt 
Avas  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  in  a  family 
of  eight  children,  and  is  now  the  onlv  livino- 
member.  Ker  father  died  when  she  was  but 
six  years  old,  and  when  she  came  to  ^Nlills 
county  in  1849,  ii''  company  with  her  hus- 
band, there  was  not  a  single  house  on  the 
whole  Missouri  bottom.  The  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ]Merritt  have  all  passed  away 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject. 

Rufus  L.  Merritt  was  married  June  15, 
1854.  to  ]\Iiss  Nancy  Grizzle,  a  daughter 
of  ^^^illiam  and  Rachel  (Berger)  Grizzle, 
natives  of  Tennessee,  and  they  have  had  four 
children. — Edna  B.,  now  ]Mrs.  Sheldon  Hub- 
bard, of  Sarpy  county,  Nebraska;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  \\'illiam  Snuffin,  of 
Glenwood,'Towa;  John  L.  and  George  A., 
residents  of  Lyons  township. 

]\Ir.  Merritt  is  a  large  land  owner,  his 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  being 
v.ell  situated  and  very  productive.  He  has 
introduced  many  nrogressive  methods  of 
farming  which  have  displayed  his  good 
judgment  and  have  served  to  make  his  land 
still  more  valuable.     Personally  he  is  pop- 


ular in  his  community  and  possesses  the  es- 
teem of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  life 
throws  him  into  contact. 


JOHN  DYSON. 

For  twenty-eight  years  John  Dyson  has 
been  a  resident  of  ]Mills  county  and  through- 
out this  period  he  has  been  particularly  active 
in  advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  community.  The  broad  prairies  of  the 
Llawkeye  state  afford  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  the  farmer,  and  by  improving  the 
possibilities  that  surrounded  him  Mr.  Dyson 
has  advanced  to  a  very  creditable  position  in 
the  great  department  of  business  upon  which 
tlie  world's  wealth  depends, — that  of  agri- 
culture. He  is  of  English  birth,  the  place 
of  his  nativitv  being  in  Yorkshire,  while 
his  natal  day  was  July  10,  1830.  His  par- 
ents, ^^'illiam  and  Hannah  (Parkin)  Dyson, 
\\ere  also  natives  of  Yorkshire  and  there 
they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  father  had 
passed  the  sixtieth  milestone  on  life's  jour- 
ney when  called  to  his  final  rest,  and  the 
mother  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  one  }'ears  and  six  months. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  two 
of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Mr.  Dyson  of  this  review  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
country,  but  his  privileges  were  limited, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  he  started  out  in  life  to  provide  for 
Ins  own  support  by  working  as  a  farm  hand 
by  the  year.  He  remained  in  England  until 
1853.  when,  believing  he  could  better  his 
financial  condition  in  the  new  world,  he  ar- 
ranged to  become  a  resident  of  America. 
He  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  and  made  his 
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way  westward  to  McHenry  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  remained  U>\-  a  year.  1  fe  after- 
v»ard  spent  eighteen  niontlis  in  liancock 
connty,  that  state,  and  then  came  to  hiwa. 
locating  first  in  Lee  county,  wliere  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  for  alxmt  eighteen  years. 
On  the  17th  of  April,  1S72,  he  arrive!  in 
IMills  CI  unity  and  was  tlrst  employed  at  hreak- 
ing  prairie  f<>r  his  hnuhcr  W'ilham.  wlio  is 
liow  ileceased.  lie  then  look  up  his  ahode 
on  section  5,  in  W'liite  C"li)ud  township,  about 
a  mile  south  of  MaKern.  and  has  since  re- 
sided upon  ihai  farm,  cnutinuing  the  work 
ol  culti\ation  and  improvement  as  th.e  }'ears 
lia\e  passed,  until  now  he  has  one  of  the 
most  desirable  and  attractive  properties  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  Silver  City  Bank,  at  Silver 
City,  Ln\a. 

On  the  8th  of  .May,  1852,  Ih.  Dyson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  !Miss  Sarah  Doug- 
las, a  native  of  England  and  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  and  Sarah  Douglas,  who  spent 
their  entire  ]i\es  in  that  country.  'Mv.  and 
]\Irs.  Dyson  have  a  ])leasant  home  and  enjoy 
the  warm  regard  of  many  friends  in  the 
communitN'.  Air.  Dyson  exercises  his  right 
of  franchise  in  support  of  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Republican  party,  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  haxing  been  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  in  i860.  His  fellow  townsmen 
recognizing  his  worth  and  ability  have  fre- 
quently called  him  tn  ])uhlic  office,  and  his 
serx'ice  as  a  member  of  the  ii  >ai'd  ^f  super- 
visors coxered  a  period  of  lifieen  vears.  1  le 
is  at  present  a  trustee  of  White  Cloud  town- 
ship and  as  an  officer  he  has  a  public  reciM'd 
that  is  abo\e  reproach,  for  he  discharges  his 
duties  with  a  singleness  of  purpose,  regard- 
ing only  the  best  interests  of  the  connnunitv. 
lie  was  one  <^i  the  organizers  of  the  Mills 


County  Central  I'air  Association  and  fur 
twenty-three  years  he  served  as  its  treasurer. 
This  has  done  much  to  stimulate  progres- 
siveness  among  the  agriculturists  and  has 
therefore  been  an  important  and  beneficial 
element  to  the  farming  community  of  Mills 
county.  He  has  been  a  AL'i.son  for  about 
twenty-fi\e  years.  He  was  made  a  member 
in  Malvern  Lodge,  Xo.  234,  A.  F.  &  A, 
M.,  and    was  treasurer   for  many  vears  of 


that  organization. 


RE\'.   S.\MC1-:L  AiJdS. 

Xo  tale  of  liction  can  contain  more  in- 
teresting or  exciting  incidents  than  form  a 
part  of  the  life  record  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Allis,  who  for  forty  years  lived  among  the 
Indians,  and  on  the  eastern  Ijorders  rif  Xe- 
braska  labored  to  benefit  the  red  men  by  in- 
troducing the  customs  of  cixilization  and  the 
refining  and  elexating  influences  of  Chris- 
tianitx'  among  them. 

He  was  born  in  Couwaw  l-'ranklin  coun- 
ty, Massachusetts,  September  2H.  1805.  and 
was  one  of  a  familv  of  eight  children, — five 
sons  and  three  daughters.  His  parents  were 
consistent  Christian  people  who  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Congregational  church,  and 
he  was  reared  to  honor  God  and  keep  his 
Commandments.  His  educational  advantages 
were  somewliat  limited,  but  experience,  earn- 
est i)urpose  and  natural  tact  and  discrimina- 
tion enabled  him  ti^  meet  the  C(tnditions  of 
life  in  which  he  was  jjlaced.  .\t  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  went  to  live  with  T^hineas 
Bartlett,  of  Conway  Center,  Massachu.setts, 
under  whose  direction  he  learned  the  trade 
of  saddler  and  harnessmaker,  continuing 
with  him  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
During  that  time  he  sat  uiu'er  the  preach- 
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ing  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Hitchcock,  after- 
ward the  president  of  Amherst  College.  Sub- 
sequently he  spent  six  months  working  at 
his  trade  in  Williamstown,  ]\Iassachusetts. 
There  he  first  became  actively  identified  with 
Christian  work.  At  a  later  date  he  went  to 
Troy,  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
for  sixteen  months,  followed  "bv  a  period 
spent  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  in  the  employ 
of  a  Air.  Kirkham.  a  good  old  Presbyterian, 
in  whose  employ  he  remained  until  he  left 
for  the  west.  While  residing  there  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
In  the  winter  of  1834  a  movement  was 
inaugurated    in    Ithaca    f 


01 


establishing 


mission  among  the  Indians,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  Rev.  John  Dunbar  undertook  the 
task  of  acting  as  a  missionary,  and  chose 
as  his  assistant  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parker  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Allis.  In  the  spring  of  1834 
they  left  Ithaca,  their  destination  being  the 
country  of  the  Nez  Perce  Indians.  By 
steamer  on  the  Erie  canal  and  then  again 
by  steamer  on  Lake  Erie  they  proceeded 
westward  and  by  stage  crossed  Ohio.  They 
then  went  down  the  Ohio  river,  and  Messrs. 
Dunbar  and  Allis  proceeded  to  the  country 
of  the  Pawnee  Indians.  After  conferring 
with  the  Pawnee  agent  they  found  they 
could  effect  nothing  until  the  following  fall, 
and  so  proceeded  t )  Fort  Leavenworth, 
spending  the  summer  there  and  at  Liberty, 
Clay  county,  Missouri,  among  the  missions 
of  the  Kickapoo,  Shawnee  and  Delaware  In- 
dians, learning  much  of  the  Indians'  char- 
acter, customs  and  manners.  They  also  spent 
some  time  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  in  which 
locality  resided  the  Kickapoos,  who  had  a 
sort  of  Catholic  form  of  worship.  They 
would  meet  on  Sunday  and  the  prophet  of 
the  Mormons,  who  were  then  on  their  west- 


ward way,  would  preach  to  them  in  their 
language. 

After  spending  the  summer  at  and  near 
Fort  Leavenworth  ]\Ir.  Allis  and  his  friends 
proceeded  to  Bellevue,  which  was  the  agency 
for  the  Omahas,  Otes  and  Pawnees.  This 
tribe  was  divided  into  four  bands.  After 
remaining  for  three  or  four  days  in  Bellevue, 
Nebraska.  Mr.  Allis  went  to  the  Pawnee 
Loups.  Their  first  camp  was  at  the  Fur 
Company's  fort,  about  two  miles  above  the 
present  city  of  Omaha.  Declining  the  hos- 
pitality of  Major  Pitcher,  Rev.  Allis  en- 
tered upon  his  life  work  among  the  Indians, 
and  for  the  first  time  slept  on  the  ground. 
They  encamped  secondly  near  the  Elk  Horn 
river,  and  the  subject  of  this  review  was 
awakened  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  Indians  hurrying  to  saddle  up 
and  leave  camp,  as  the  prairies  were  on  fire. 
It  was  the  first  sight  of  the  kind  he  had  ever 
witnessed,  and  the  movements  of  the  Indians 
showed  that  they  were  in  danger.  All  were 
rapidly  packing  their  ponies,  and  Rev.  Allis 
found  himself  in  somewhat  of  a  predicament, 
for  he  had  two  horses,  a  saddle  and  a  pack 
horse,  but  he  had  little  knowledge  how  to 
prepare  for  such  a  journey.  The  old  chief, 
however,  deputized  two  young  Indians  to  as- 
sist him,  and  afterward  the  red  men  talked 
and  laughed  over  his  first  prairie  experience. 
After  that,  however,  he  was  often  for  six 
months  at  a  time  among  the  red  men  with- 
out seeing  a-  white  man's  house,  sleeping  on 
the  ground  and  meeting  the  experiences  of 
Indian  life  in  every  way.  At  other  times  he 
v.as  exposed  to  prairie  fires  and  sometimes 
had  to  fight  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability  to 
escape  with  his  life.  The  third  night  they 
camped  on  the  bank  of  the  Platte  river,  and 
there  he  learned  his  first  Pawnee  word — the 
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name  of  tlic  moon.  I  lis  host  and  his  l)raves 
and  deputies  tocjk  j^reat  i)ains  to  entertain 
him.  and  on  the  fourth  night  after  tliev 
started  on  their  journey  the\'  arrix'ed  at 
the  Indian  village,  w  hei=e  Mr.  AUis  was  in- 
troduced to  the  chief's  (|ueens.  three  in  num- 
ber, and  to  his  six  rhi1(h-en.  As  soon  as 
lie  \\as  seated  the  old  <|ueen  placed  before 
him  a  wooden  bowl  of  hurfa^(j  meat  and  a 
dish  which  a  I-'rench  trader  called  bouillon, 
anil  the  soup  was  eaten  with  a  buffalo  horn 
spoon.  He  had  hardly  finished  tliat  meal 
before  he  was  invited  to  dine  with  one  of 
the  members  of  the  cabinet,  and  there  re- 
ceived similar  lujuors  and  treatment,  and 
the  invitaticMis  came  thick  and  fast  after  that. 
At  length,  after  much  feasting,  he  retired 
to  rest  in  the  lodge  on  a  pair  of  blankets 
and  a  robe,  with  a  deer-skin  ])illow  filled  with 
deer  hair.  The  next  day  the  Indians  began 
distributing  their  goods  and  getting  ready 
for  the  winter's  hunt. 

Mr.  AUis  there  formed  the  acrpiaintance 
of  three  Canadian  Frenchmen,  and  was  glad 
to  again  hear  the  English  language,  although 
spoken  somewhat  hrokenly.  It  was  not  again 
until  Christmas  that  he  met  his  French 
friends  and  heard  his  own  language,  but  in 
the  meantime  he  set  to  work  in  earnest  to 
learn  the  Indian  language  and  soon  had  a 
vocabular}-  sulficient  to  enal)lc  him  to  form 
sentences.  During  the  winter  he  familiarized 
himself  with  Indian  methods  of  work  ami 
modes  of  living,  attending  feasts,  pow-wow 
balls  and  medicine  dances,  learning  all  that 
he  could  of  the  people  whom  he  had  come 
to  help.  He  also  attended  the  buffalo  hunts 
with  the  Indians.  He  found  that  the  women 
secured  most  of  the  wood  and  water  and  did 
most  of  the  drudger}-.  while  the  men 
killed    the    game    and    the    l)oys    took    care 


of  the  horses.  He  said  that  there  were 
more  brawls,  jealousies  and  family  (|uar- 
rels  caused  by  horses  than  all  other  troubles 
combined,  and  that  a  horse  frecpiently 
caused  separations  between  man  and  wife. 
The  Indians  als<j  gambled  to  a  great 
extent  and  had  continuous  feasts  of  one 
kind  or  another.  Mr.  Allis  often  being 
called  upon  to  attend  twenty  or  thirty  in 
one  day. 

Mr.  Allis  spent  the  tirst  winter  with  the 
Indians  on  their  hunting  expedition,  and  in 
the  spring  they  returned  to  their  permanent 
village.  The  condition  of  the  wandering 
tribe  made  the  work  for  the  benefit  of  their 
spiritual  condition  of  little  avail  and  was 
also  interj'upted  by  the  Arickarees.  The 
warlike  spirit  which  existed  among  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  of  Indians  caused  them  to  train 
their  children  to  kill  and  steal  from  each 
other,  and  it  is  therefore  very  difficult  for 
missionaries  to  make  permanent  peace  among 
them.  In  the  summer  of  1836  there  occurred 
a  hunt  w  hich  was  much  more  successful  than 
the  one  the  previous  winter,  for  they  re- 
turned w  itli  a  large  amount  of  buffalo  meat. 
On  again  reaching  the  \illage  Mr.  Allis 
!  started  with  Mr.  Dunbar  and  sixteen  Indians 
for  b^Mi  Leavenworth,  going  there  to  obtain 
their  mail,  to  transact  their  Inisiness  and  to 
secure  goods  for  the  Indians.  Thev  arrived 
at  their  destination  and  returned  by  way  of 
Belle\ue.  In  the  winter  of  1836  a  good 
hunt  was  made,  in  which  they  killed  buA'alo 
and  also  elk  and  deer  at  the  head  of  Grand 
Island.  They  als(^  caught  many  beavers 
and  otters  that  autumn.  They  had  a  skir- 
mish with  the  Sioux,  but  had  no  success 
from  the  fact  that  there  was  an  Indian  with 
tiie  Sioux  who  was  once  a  Pawnee:  so  said 
an    old    trachtion.      He   had    been   killed    in 
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battle  by  their  enemies  and  left  on  the  bat- 
tle-field to  be  devoured  by  wolves  and  ravens. 
The  wolves  finally  gathered  his  bones  to- 
gether and  restored  him  to  life,  when  he 
went  among  other  tribes,  on  account  of  the 
barbarous  treatment  of  his  own  people  in 
leaving  him  to  be  so  devoured.  And  when- 
ever  he  came  to  war  with  the  enemy  it  was 
useless  for  the  Pawnees  to  fight,  for  their 
muskets  would  flash  in  the  pan  and  their 
bow-strings  break.  Many  other  superstitions 
existed  among  the  tribe  and  made  it  difficult 
f(.)r  the  Christian  religion  to  obtain  a  foot- 
hold ;  yet  Rev.  Allis  said  that  in  point  of  in- 
tellect many  of  the  Indians  were  superior  to 
the  negroes. .  He  acted  as  United  States  in- 
terpreter for  eight  years,  heard  many 
speeches  to  the  government  officials  from 
the  president  and  other  men  of  the  tribes 
and  found  that  many  of  them  w-ere  good 
orators,  and  "in  tact  and  good  sense  some 
of  their  speeches  would  not  disgrace  the 
halls  of  congress." 

In  1862  Rev.  Mr.  Allis  discontinued  his 
travels  with  the  Indians  with  whom  he  had 
been  for  two  winters  and  one  summer, — 
in  all  about  sixteen  months, — having  re- 
mained among  them  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring their  language  and  also  to  gain  a 
knowledge  of  their  manners  and  customs. 
He  had  invariably  met  kind  treatment  from 
them,  for  the  Indians  are  always  kind  and 
generous  to  one  whom  they  believe  to  be  a 
friend.  In  1835  Rev.  Samuel  Parker  and 
Rev.  ^vlarcus  Whitman  met  the  subject  of 
this  review  while  on  their  way  to  the  Flat- 
head Indians.  In  the  spring  of  1836.  hav- 
ing spent  the  winter  in  ^^^ashington,  there 
transacting  some  important  business,  they 
again  returned  to  the  west  with  reinforce- 
ments, and  among  the  number  was  Miss  E. 


Palmer,  who  a  week  later  became  the  wife 
of  Rev.  Allis,  the  marriage  ceremony  being 
performed  by  Rev.  Spaulding,  who  was  on 
his  way  to  the  Oregon  mission.  Being  dis- 
appointed in  his  expectation  of  proceeding 
up  the  river  by  boat,  Rev.  Allis  purchased 
a  wagon  and  three  yoke  of  oxen  and  started 
on  his  journey  overland.  He  and  his  wife 
separated  from  their  companions  at  the  Big 
Nemaha  and  proceeded  up  the  Platte  river  to 
begin  their  labors  in  Nebraska.  After  ar- 
riving at  Bellevue,  in  June,  1836,  he  pro- 
cured four  acres  of  land  and  a  garden  spot 
and  that  year  raised  a  good  garden  and  some 
corn.  In  February  JNIr.  Allis  went  to  St. 
Louis  on  horseback,  returning  in  April,  ac- 
companied by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunbar  and  his 
wife.  He  lived  in  his  home  at  Bellevue,  con- 
tinuing his  labors  until  they  could  take  up 
their  residence  with  the  Pawnees,  who  about 
that  time  removed  to  a  new  reservation. 
On  the  2d  of  August,  1837,  while  at  Belle- 
vue, their  first  child  was  born.  ,  He  was 
given  the  name  of  Henry,  but  thirteen 
months  later  he  was  taken  from  them  by 
death,  the  remains  being  interred  in  Belle- 
vue. On  account  of  the  hostilities  of  the 
Sioux  Indians  they  remained  at  that  place 
until  the  spring  of  1842,  when  they  went  to 
the  reservation  and  began  their  labors  among 
the  Pawnees.  While  there  Otis  Eddv  Allis 
was  born,  December  4.  1843.  ^^"^  ^^''^  same 
locality  for  a  year  resided  George  B.  Gaston 
and  his  wife.  The  former  then  became  one 
of  the  government  farmers  and  broke  con- 
siderable prairie  for  the  Indians.  As  soon 
as  buildings  could  be  prepared  the  w^orkers 
were  divided  into  two  settlements. 

In  the  early  part  of  January,  1844,  Rev. 
Allis  removed  his  family  to  the  upper  sta- 
tion.    The  wdnter  was  a  very  severe  one, 
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the  coldest  in  all  his  reiiKMiihrance,  says 
Mr.  Allis.  At  this  time  ho  and  his  wife 
and  three  children  all  slept  in  one  bed,  with 
the  last  calf  at  the  foot,  and  then  the  young 
animal  died.  (Otis  Eddy  Allis  was  the 
baby  with  the  calf.)  Mr.  Allis  several  times 
froze  his  lingers  while  milking.  The  In- 
dians lost  most  of  their  horses  and  several 
of  the  red  men  froze  to  death.  In  the  spring 
he  fenced  a  garden  and  in  the  fall  broke 
the  ground,  completed  his  house,  built  stables 
and  sheds  and  was  well  prepared  for  winter 
when  the  cold  season  again  set  in.  In  the 
summer  of  1845  ^^'^  erected  a  school-house, 
doing  all  of  the  work  himself.  In  the  spring- 
preceding  he  had  begun  holding  a  school. and 
the  chiefs  would  set  their  old  criers  to  ha- 
ranguing the  village  and  tlien  came  two  or 
three  braves  leading  a  band  of  some  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  children.  Xot  more  than  thir- 
teen could  get  into  the  house  He  had  a  card 
with  large  letters  on  it,  and,  pointing  with 
a  long  stick  to  a  letter,  would  tell  its  name 
and  the  Indian  children  would  repeat  it  after 
him.  When  they  had  read,  the  braves  would 
turn  them  out  and  fill  the  house  w  ith  another 
lot,  and  so  on  until  they  had  all  finished 
reading,  when  the  braves  would  lead  the 
children  home.  The  attendance  was  very 
fluctuating,  but  soon,  however,  the  children 
could  read  the  letters  without  being  told 
what  they  were.  When  winter  came,  how- 
ever, the  Indians  would  take  their  children 
with  them  on  their  hunts,  so  that  when  spring 
again  came  they  had  largely  forgotten  what 
tliey  had  learned  the  previous  year.  The 
Indians  felt  that  they  were  forced  to  take 
their  children  because  of  the  hostilities  of 
the  Sioux. 

The  Sioux  and  Poncas  lost  no  opportu- 
nity to  harass  their  enemv,  and  on  one  oc- 


casion Mrs.  Allis  was  shot  at  when  in  the 
yard  ai  Mr.  Kaney's  going  from  the  chick- 
en-house toward  the  home.  Hearing  a 
noise  like  the  snapping  of  a  gun,  she  turned 
and  saw  two  Indians  standing  about  four 
rods  from  her.  She  had  a  child  in  her  arms 
and  with  the  little  one  started  to  run.  There 
were  two  balls  in  the  gun  that  was  fired 
and  one  lodged  in  a  l<jg,  while  the  other 
passed  through  the  chinking  and  was  im- 
bedded in  the  back  of  the  house.  As  Mrs. 
Allis  ran  past  the  corner  of  the  house  she 
staggered,  and  the  Indians  supposed  they 
had  shot  her  and  reported  that  they  had 
killed  a  white  lady.  On  reaching  the  house 
she  fell  (jr  sat  down  on  the  floor  and  said 
that  a  Sioux  shot  at  her;  so  Mr.  Allis 
caught  up  his  gini  and  ran  after  the  In- 
dians, who  were  then  about  twenty  rods 
a\va_\".  I  le  called  them  and  they  turned  and 
shot  at  him,  also  at  his  dog  and  at  his  oxen, 
one  of  which   was  killed. 

Air.  Allis  and  his  family  remained 
among  the  Pawnees  for  about  four  years 
and  four  months,  leaving  there  in  Au- 
gust, 1846.  He  had  labored  here  in 
building  houses  and  sheds  for  the  cattle, 
in  breaking  ground  for  llclds  and  gar- 
dens, and  at  the  same  time  attempt- 
j  ed  to  teach  the  Indians,  hoping  that  a  way 
would  be  open  for  still  further  work,  Init 
the  neglect  of  the  government  to  give  the 
Pawnees  protection  against  the  Sioux  made 
their  labors  of  little  avail.  After  eight 
years  spent  in  that  country  he  realized  that 
it  \\as  not  safe  to  remain  there  with  his 
family,  and  left  for  Bellevue.  There  the 
Indian  agent  placed  the  boarding  school  for 
Indian  children  in  charge  of  Air.  Allis,  who 
C(^nducted  the  school  for  two  years.  He 
remained   in   Bellevue  until    1851    and   then 
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removed  to  St.  [Mary's,  ^klills  county,  Iowa, 
living"  on  a  farm  there  for  two  years. 

For  about  eight  years  the  government 
urged  him  to  become  United  States  inter- 
preter and  he  acted  in  that  capacity  at  the 
time  General  Danver's  treaty  was  made 
with  the  Pawnees,  in  August,  1856.  After 
President  Buchanan's  inauguration  he  went 
to  Washington  with  Major  W.  W.  Deni- 
son  and  a  delegation  of  sixteen  Pawnees 
to  have  the  treaty  ratified,  spending-  the 
entire  winter  there  owing  to  the  fact  that 
congress  was  agitated  over  the  Kansas 
question  and  could  give  no  time  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Indian  affairs.  In  April, 
1857,  however,  he  arrived  at  his  home. 
The  Indians  lived  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Platte,  opposite  and  below  where  Fremont, 
Nebraska,  is  now  located.  They  received 
one  payment  there  and  then  removed  to  the 
reservation   near   Beaver   Creek,    Nebraska. 

In  the  spring  of  185 1  Rev.  Allis  took 
up  his  abode  at  St.  Mary's,  Iowa,  and  for 
two  and  a  half  years  occupied  what  is 
known  as  the  Fielder  farm,  removing  thence 
to  a  farm  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the 
north,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  absent  much  of  the 
time  among  the  Indians,  acting  as  United 
States  interpreter,  but  returned  to  the  old 
home  in  Iowa,  there  to  resume  the  pursuits 
of  private  life,  carrying  on  agriculture  as 
a  means  of  livelihood  for  himself  and  his 
family.  His  death  occurred  December  12, 
1885,  when  he  was  eighty  years  of  age. 
The  work  which  he  acomplished  cannot  be 
over-estimated.  He  was  one  of  the  advance 
guards  of  civilization  among  the  Indians 
and  paved  the  way  for  the  work  of  others. 
He  won  the  entire  confidence  of  the  red 
men  by  reason  of  his  exact  justice  and  great 


kindness,  and,  though  he  did  not  accom- 
plish what  he  wished  in  intellectual  ad- 
vancement and  Christian  education,  his 
labors  nevertheless  were  productive  of  great 
good.  He  carried  the  torch  which  shed 
the  first  glimmer  of  light  into  their  lives, 
making  them  acquainted  with  something 
else  besides  their  own  manner  of  living. 
He  opened  the  way  to  frontier  life  more 
than  any  other  living"  man;  but  on  account 
of  his  quiet  manner  there  was  not  much 
said  about  him  and  due  credit  was  not  given 
him  by  the  public  for  his  heroic  and  per- 
severing work.  "Buffalo  Bill,"  who  has 
had  so  wide  a  reputation,  came  in  after 
the  way  had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Allis, 
and  had  a  much  easier  time.  The  govern- 
ment recognized  his  services,  and,  though 
the  Indian  problem  is  still  unsettled,  the 
key  to  the  situation  was  found  in  such 
work  as  JMr.  Allis  did  among  the  red  men, 
a  work  which  was  prompted  by  his  belief 
in  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  father- 
hood of  God. 


OTIS  E.  ALLIS. 

A  very  prominent  agriculturalist  of 
Mills  county,  who  has  acceptably  served  his 
township  for  many  years  in  various  offi- 
cial positions,  is  Otis  Eddy  Allis,  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  article.  He  was  born 
on  Cedar  creek,  Nance  county,  Nebraska, 
on  the  4th  of  December,  1843,  ^'^'^^  ^^'^^  ^ 
son  of  Samuel  and  Emeline  (Palmer) 
Allis.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  of  Scotch  lineage,  while 
tl-te  mother  was  born  in  Ithaca,  New  York, 
and  was  of  French  and  German  descent. 
Samuel  Allis  became  a  noted  man.  In 
.early   life   he   learned    the    harness-maker's 
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trade.  l)ut  in  iS^^^  was  one  of  a  trio  who 
were  ai)[)oiiitccl  missionaries  to  the  Pawnee 
tribe  of  Indirnis.  He  then  made  his  way 
westw.ard  and  for  forty  years  hved  among 
the  hulians  on  the  border  of  ci\ib/.ation  in 
Xel)raska.  He  endnred  many  hardships  in 
his  hibors  for  Christianitw  an  aecount  of 
which  was  pubhshed  by  the  State  Histori- 
cal St)ciety  nnder  the  caption.  "Forty  Years 
Among  the  Indians."  His  death  took  place 
December  12,  1885,  when  he  was  eighty 
years  of  age. 

Otis  E.  Allis  is  the  third  in  a  family 
of  six  children,  the  first  white  male  child 
born  in  Nebraska  being  his  brother  llemy. 
The  second  was  Gascon  and  the  third  was 
Otis  E.  Allis,  who  is  now  the  only  snrvivor 
of  the  family.  He  was  reared  in  the  west- 
ern i)ortion  of  the  conntry  in  a  frontier 
setlement.  He  has  been  an  important  fac- 
tor in  the  growth  and  development  of  Mills 
connty,  and  can  relate  many  interesting  in- 
cidents of  its  early  improvement.  He  early 
became  familiar  with  all  the  dnties  and  la- 
bors that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist 
and  to-day  he  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  Mills  county,  being  the  owner  of  seven 
hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land  here.  He 
also  has  a  great  amount  of  stock  and  has 
been  very  succcessful  in  the  management 
of  l)oth  branches  of  the  business.  In  his 
pastures  are  seen  fine  herds  of  cattle,  good 
grades  of  other  stock,  and  liis  bmad  fields 
of  waving  grain  give  i)romise  of  abundant 
harvests. 

In  1 87 1  Mr.  Allis  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Ellen  Edwards,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  seven  children,  name- 
ly: Sadie,  who  l)ecame  the  wife  of  Gus 
Plumer  and  resides  in  Pottawattamie  coun- 
ty.   Iowa,   near  Council   BlufTs;  Oliver   E., 


who  is  boiikkeei)er  rmd  collector  for  the 
Hoagland  Lumber  Company  and  also  re- 
sides in  C(nincil  HIutTs;  William  R.,  Sam- 
uel. Emeline,  Harriet  and  Otis  E.,  who  are 
with  their  parents.  The  last  named  was  a 
candidate  for  county  clerk  in  1898  and  made 
a  very  successful  can\ass. 

While  widely  known  in  his  afYairs  Mr. 
Allis  has  also  performed  much  service  in  his 
township  and  county  and  has  acceptably 
filled  many  public  offices.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stalwart  DeuKJcrat,  unswer\ing  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  principles  of  that  organization. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  held  the  office  of 
school  director  and  has  been  the  treasurer 
and  secretary  of  the  school  board.  He  has 
also  been  justice  of  the  peace,  road  supervisor 
and  township  trustee,  performing  all  of  his 
duties  in  a  most  prompt  and  capable  man- 
ner. A  jHiblic-spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, he  has  withheld  his  support  from  no 
movement  or  measure  calculated  to  prove  a 
])ublic  benefit.  He  has  been  instrumental 
in  securing  many  of  the  good  roads  for 
which  the  township  is  famous  and  has  done 
verv  acceptable  service  in  other  directions. 

He  is  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity, 
whose  word  is  as  gotxl  as  his  lx)nd.  The 
familv  is  one  highly  respected  in  the  neigh- 
borhotul  and  no  history  of  Mills  county 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  this 
honored,  successful  and  prominent  agricul- 
turist. 


WILLIAM   W.   MORC.AX. 

William  \\'.  Morgan  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored and  esteeiued  residents  of  Sidney, 
Iowa,  where  for  eight  terms  he  has  occu- 
pied the  ])osition  of  mayor.  His  control  of 
municipal   affairs   has  been   a   great   practi- 
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cal  benefit,  and  that  his  fellow  townsmen 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  ability 
and  trustworthiness  is  shown  by  the  fact 
of  his  long  retention  in  ofiice. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  born  in  Weathersfield, 
Windsor  county,  Vermont.  March  30,  1832, 
and  in  1846  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Miami  count}^,  Indiana. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  left  home  and 
came  further  west.  He  made  several  trips 
across  the  plains  in  the  years  185 1-2-3  ^^'^^ 
in  the  year  1854  established  a  claim  in  Doni- 
phan county,  Kansas,  but  on  account  of  the 
troubles  then  existing  between  the  free- 
state  and  pro-slavery  parties  he  sold  his 
property  there,  in  1856,  and  left  the  terri- 
tory, returning  to  the  home  of  his  parents, 
who  then  resided  in  Twin  Grove,  AIcLean 
county,   Illinois. 

While  residing  there  Mr.  Morgan  was 
united  in  marriage  on  the  loth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  to  Hannah  J.  Rinehart,  of  Long 
Island,  New  York,  and  in  the  year  1858 
he  removed  with  his  young  bride  to  Nebras- 
ka, settling  in  Richardson  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  until  1861.  The  need 
of  his  country  then  aroused  his  patriotic 
spirit  and  he  "donned  the  blue"  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  joining  the  Second  Nebraska 
Volunteer  Cavalry  in  1863.  The  regiment 
was  engaged  in  the  Indian  war  in  the 
northwest  under  General  Sully.  In  the 
year  1864-5  Mr.  Morgan  was  first  assistant 
clerk  of  the  territorial  council  of  Nebraska, 
and  in  1866  he  removed  to  Fremont  county, 
Iowa.  In  1869  he  was  elected  sheriff  and 
was  re-elected  for  four  consecutive  terms, 
being  a  most  capable  incumbent  of  the  of- 
fice. His  name  was  as  a  tower  of  strensfth 
and  safety  to  the  law-abiding  citizens. 

Preparing  for  the  bar,  Mr.  Morgan  was 


admitted  to  practice  in  1878  and  followed 
the  profession  for  some  time.  In  1881  he 
owned  and  published  the  Fremont  Demo- 
crat, but  afterwards  sold  out  to  a  party  who 
remo^•ed  the  press  to  Nebraska. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  1880,  Mr.  Morgan 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  who  died  on  that  date,  leaving  three 
children  who  are  3-et  living.  In  1882  he  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
]\Irs.  S.  J.  Haining,  but  in  1886  they  secured' 
a  legal  separation.  He  has  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  and  his  attention  is  given  al- 
most exclusively  to  the  conduct  of  the  du- 
ties of  his  office.  He  has  made  a  close 
study  of  the  needs  of  the  city  and  its  possi- 
bilities, and  has  introduced  many  desirable 
reforms  and  improvements.  His  adminis- 
tration has  been  a  progressive  one  and  he 
receives  the  commendation  of  men  of  all 
parties.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  taken 
the  chapter  degrees,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  Joe  Ross  Post.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Sidney. 


\MLLIA^I  DYSON. 

A\'illiam  Dyson,  deceased,  who  became  a 
well-known  resident  of  Mills  county,  Iowa, 
Avhere  his  earnest  and  indefatigable  labors 
enabled  him  to  rise  from  a  humble  financial 
position  to  one  of  aftiuence,  was  born  at 
Goole  Fields.  Yorkshire,  England,  JNIay  21, 
1828.  His  parents  were  \Mlliam  and  Han- 
nah Dyson,  and  the  former  worked  upon 
one  farm  for  forty  years.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventv-four  vears  and  his  wife  lived 
to  the  remarkable  old  age  of  one  hundred 
and  one  years.  The  educational  privileges 
which  the  son  received  were  very  limited. 
He  attended  the  schools  of  Goole,  studying 
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a   few    |)riniiti\c    huoks,   such    a.s_    Keading 
Made    lias)-,    tlie   s])elliiig'  book,    aritlmielic, 
tlie  Testament  and   the   Hihle.      (Jraihiatioii 
was   unknown    at    that    time   in    the    puljhc 
schools,   and   at    the   age  of   lit  teen   he    was 
forced  to  put  aside  his  text-hooks  in  order 
to  earn   his  own   lixelihood  and   aid   in   the 
supjiort  of  the  f;unil\'.     He  worked  with  his 
father   on   the    farm    where   the   latter   was 
emplo}ed  and  gave  his  money  toward  paying 
the  household  expenses.      1  lis  parents  were 
kind    hut   poor,   and     liis    advantages   were 
tlierefore    meager.      When    al)out     eighteen 
years  of  age.  however,  he  was  allowed  to 
do  for  himself  and  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
hy  the  year,  his  wages  averaging  from  four 
t(..  twenty  pounds  per  annum  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  was  given  ten  shillings  per 
week  antl  hoarded  himself.      In  the  spring 
of   1852   he  determined  to  try   his   fortune 
in    America,    believing     that   Ijetter    oppor- 
tunities were  afforded  in  the  new  world  by 
those    who    desired    to    gain    advancement 
through  their  own   labor.      Accordingly  he 
bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  and 
took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  which,  after 
a  voyage  of  six  weeks,  reached  the  harbor 
of  Quebec.     On  a  small  boat  he  then  sailed 
on  the  Great   Lakes  to   Chicago  and   soon 
afterward  secured  work  on  a  farm  owned  by 
John    Harrison,    in    McHenry   county,    Illi- 
nois.    He  worked  for  four  months  at  twelve 
dollars  per  month,  and  in  October,  of  that 
year,  he  secured  a  position  on  a  farm  belong- 
ing to  Dr.  Hyde,  the  place  being  located  just 
across   the    Wisconsin   line.      He  made   ar- 
raneements  to  remain  in  his  emplov  for  a 
vear.  at  eleven  dollars  per  month.     On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  purchased  a  span 
of  horses  and  went  to  Hancock  county,  lUi- 
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nois.  after  which  he  was  employed  on  the 
railroad    for   two   years.      In   the   spring  uf 
i(S55   he  came  to   Iowa,  locating  first  near 
I'armington.  \'an  liuren  (MJunty.     He  gave 
his  team  of  h(jrses  and  .some  money  in  ex- 
change for  three  y(jke  of  oxen  and  secured 
work  on  the  l)es  Moines  river  public  works, 
hauling  timljer  and  rock  for  the  locks  and' 
I  dams.'    In  the  spring  of   1857  he  came  to 
j  Mills  county,  where  he  engaged  in  break- 
i  ing  [)rairie  for  two  months  and  also  hauled 
brick     for    the    courthouse    at     Glen  wood. 
Through  the  winter  he  engaged  in  chopping 
wood  and  digging  cellars,  in  fact  worked  by 
the  da\'  at  anything  he  could  get  to  do  that 
would    yield    him   an    honest    living.      The 
next    year   he    rented    land,    and,    with    the 
profits  which  had  accrued  from  his  labors, 
in   1859  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
ai"  six  dollars  per  acre.     He  was  only  able 
to  make  a  partial  payment  and  on  the  re- 
mainder had  to  pay  twenty-five  per  cent  in- 
terest.   Money  was  scarce  and  times  dull  and 
the  produce  of  the  farm  had  to  be  hauled 
a  l(Mig  distance,  the  nearest  markets  being 
Nebraska  City,  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha. 
Enjoying  good   health,   which  enabled   him 
to  work,  as  the  result  of  his  untiring  in- 
dustry and  economy  he  secured  a  nice  for- 
tune as  the  years  went  liy  anil  left  to  his 
family   a  good  estate. 

Mr.  Dyson  had  been  married  in  Whigift, 
Yorkshire,  England,  July  21.  1850,  to  Miss 
Hannah  W'hatt.  Her  father  was  a  coal  mer- 
chant and  also  conducted  a  small  grocery 
store  in  Whigift.  In  1876  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dyson  made  a  trip  to  England,  visiting  the 
homes  of  their  childhood  and  renewing  the 
acquaintances  of  their  youth.  The  children 
born  of  this  marriage  are:     Ann  E..  born 
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October  19,  185 1 ;  Martha,  born  October  13, 
1853;   Hannah,   born     September  6,    1855; 
iMargaret,  born  February  10,  1859;  George 
\\'illiam,  born  October  20.  i860;  Eliza,  born 
December  17,   1862;  Mary,  born  March  8, 
1864;  Sarah,  born  February  2,  1866;  Clara, 
born  October  25,  1867;  and  John  William, 
born  May  21,  1869.     In  his  political  views 
^Ir.  Dyson  was  a  Republican,  earnestly  ad- 
vocating the  party  principles.     He  held  sev- 
eral local  offices  in  connection  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  schools  and  of  public  roads, 
and  took  great  interest  in  the  work  of  im- 
provement   along    those    lines.      Although 
never  associating  iiimself  with  any  partic- 
ular church,  he  gave  freely  to  churches  and 
Sunday-schdols,  making    donations    toward 
the  erection  of  four  church  buildings  in  his 
town.     In  the  early  days  before  houses  of 
worship   were   known    in    this   part   of   the 
<:ountry  he  and   a    few   early  settlers   sup- 
ported a  minister  and  a  good  Sunday-school, 
■which  convened  in  the  rude  country  school- 
house,  and  there  they  and  other  families  en- 
joyed  the    advantages  of    divine  worship. 
JMr.  Dyson  was  of  a  jovial  disposition,  and 
in  his  home  was  cheerful,  kind  and  indulgent. 
He  was  very  liberal,  generous  and  sympa- 
thetic to  the  poor  and  afflicted  and  his  home 
•sheltered  many  of  the  unfortunate  ones  of 
earth.    His  kind  impulses  and  his  beneficence 
won  for  him  the  love  and   regard  as  well 
as  the  gratitude  of  many,  and  all  who  knew 
him  held  him  in  high  esteem.     He  passed 
away   September   29,    1895,   leaving  to  his 
family  a  good  name  and  a  comfortable  com- 
petence.     Mrs.    Dyson   still   resides   on   the 
home  farm  where  she  has  so  long  lived,  and 
throughout  the  community  she  has  a  large 
circle  of  friends. 


LANSFORD  CHAMBERS. 

Lansford  Chambers,  who  is  successfully 
carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  on  section 
17,  Scott  township.  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  October 
20,  1848.  His  father,  Samuel  Chambers, 
was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1800,  and 
died  in  1866.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Joseph  Chambers,  emigrated  from  Ire- 
land to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  there  mar- 
ried a  German  lady.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  became  the  father  of  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  two  of  the  children  being 
born  of  the  second  marriage.  After  arriv- 
ing at  years  of  maturity.  Samuel  Chambers 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Charlotte 
Moore,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  in 
Ohio  about  1844.  In  1849  they  removed 
westward  to  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  and 
in  1850  became  residents  of  Lyons  township, 
Mills  county,  Iowa.  In  October  of  that  year 
the  father  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  from  the  government  and  later 
made  additional  purchases  until  he  was  the 
owner  of  two  thousand  acres  of  land  for 
which  he  paid  from  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
to  ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  To- 
day it  is  all  worth  from  fifty  to  sixty  dol- 
lars per  acre. 

Lansford  Chambers,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch,  was  only  two  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  Iowa,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  resided  upon  his  present 
farm.  He  was  reared  on  the  family  home- 
stead and  early  became  familiar  with  the 
duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist.  To-day  he  is  the  owner  of 
two  farms  aggregating  thirteen  hundred 
acres.     Upon  the  home  place  of  forty  acres, 
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\vhere  lie  resides,  are  iinprovenicnls  to  the 
value  i)i  twenty  thousand  dollars.      Amount;' 
Ins  possessions  is  an  ajjple  and  plum  orchard 
comprising"   twenty-five   acres.        lie   i-^   ><\\c 
of  the  most   extensixe   stockn'aiscrs   in   this 
section  of  the  state  and  ui)on  his  [)lace  may 
be  seen   a   j^reat    variety   of   horses,   mules, 
Shetland   ponies,   cattle,   hogs   and   Angora 
o-<iats.     lie  breeds  all  of  these.     His  cattle 
are  registered  red  polled  and  llerefords  and 
he  has  some  \ery  fine  specimens  of  the  stock. 
His  famous  stallion  is  a  magnificent  Belgian 
draft  horse  of  perfect  color  and  form,  weigh- 
ing two  thousand  [jounds ;  in  contrast  are  his 
Shetland  ponies,  which  in  jjcrfection  if  not  in 
size,  are  the  ecpial  of  the  stallion.     He  owns 
some  of  the  fuiest  Shetland  ponies  ever  raised 
in  the  country.   One  of  a  certain  span  weighs 
one    hun  h'ed    and    tift.'cn    jjoun  !s,    and    the 
other  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  and 
a   half.       One  of  these   is    the    celebrated 
Dewey,  foaled  the   ist  of  May.   1899,  just 
a  year  after  Admiral  Dewey  had  captured 
the  Spanish  tleet  in  ^Manila  bay.     At  birth 
it    weighed    twenty-five    pounds    and    was 
twenty-three  inches  liigh.     Us  height  is  now 
twentv-eight   inches   and   its   weight    is   one 
hundred  and  fifteen  ])oun(ls.    The  other  p^U}'. 
Cracker  Jack,  is  a  half  brother  of  Dewey 
and  w^as  foaled  June  5,   1900.     At  birth  it 
was  twenty-four  inches   high   and    weighed 
thirty   pounds   and    its   weight    is   now   one 
luindred    and    fifteen   and   one-half   pounds, 
while  its  height  is  twenty-eight  inches.   Both 
of  these  ponies  are  well  broken,  gentle  and 
kind  in  disposition  so  that  children  can  safely 
play  with  them  or  drive  them.   When  T^ewey 
was  three"  days  old  Mr.  Chambers  refused 
an  offer  of  fifty  dollars  for  him.     His  hogs 
are  of  the  lilack  Berkshire  breed.      He  raises 
hundreds  annuallv,  and  lost  seven  hundred 


hy   cholera    in    the   season   of    1899.       Mr. 
Chambers  imported  his  fine  jacks  and  An- 
gora goats   from   Kentucky.     He  has  upon 
his  farm  a  fish  pond  where  he  raises  carp 
and   catfish.        I  le  has   about   five  hundred 
acres  planted  to  corn,  yielding  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty  bushels  per  acre  annually.     He 
has   one    hundred    acres     planted     to    small 
grains  and  he  puts  up  about  two  hundred 
tons  of  hay  each  season.     Upon  the  place 
he  has  a  sawmill  and  a  blacksmith  shop  and 
does  his  own  work  along  those  lines.    His 
farm   implements  are  worth   fi»ur  thousand 
dollars,  thus  every  modern  accessory  and  im- 
provement is  found  upon  his  place.     In  1876 
he  erected  a  comfortable  brick  residence,  and 
e\'ery  other  building  upon  a  model  farm  may 
here  be  seen.        As  a  horticulturist  he  has 
also  attained  considerable  celebrity.     He  has 
a  nursery  of  eight  thousand  trees  and  the 
fruits   from   his  orchards  find  a  ready  sale 
upon  the  market  by  reason  of  their  superior 
quality.     He  is  also  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  fine  fowls,  having  from  one  hundred  to 
two  hundred  blooded  fowls.  He  breeds  both 
peafowls  and  turkeys  on  a  large  scale.    His 
farm  produces  almost  everything  in  the  way 
of  food,  including  fruits,  vegetables,  fowls. 
fish,  jMirk  and  beef.      Too  much  can  not  be 
said  of  Mr.  Chamber's  progressive  methods. 
He  is  constantly  >triving  to  make  improve- 
ments and  he  has  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
desirable  farms  in   the  entire  state,      lie  is 
intensely  practical  in  his  work  and  his  well- 
directed  labors  ha\c  brought  to  him  a  hand- 
some competence. 

Another  work  of  his  active  life  is  the  in- 
vention of  a  combined  dirt   roller  and  pul- 
verizer, and  for  this  he  has  filed  a  claim  in 
;  the   United    States    patent     office    as     fol- 
lows : 
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To  all  Zi'lwui  it  may  concern: 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Lansford  Chambers, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  residing  at 
Bartlett,  in  the  county  of  Fremont  and  State 
of  Iowa,  have  invented  a  new  and  useful 
Combined  Dirt  Roller  and  Pulverizer,  of 
Avhich  the  following  is  a  specification. 

Aly  in\'ention  relates  to  a  new  and  im- 
pro^•ed  machine  in  which  there  are  two  cast- 
iron  fluted  cylindrical  reversible  rollers  opera- 
ting and  re\'i)l\'ing  upon  the  ground  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  crush  clods,  tear  up  and  pul- 
verize the  ground  by  loosening  it  up  when 
reversed,  and  when  thrown  in  opposite  direc- 
tion to  smooth  the  same. 

The  objects  of  my  invention  are,  first,  to 
pulverize  and  crush  the  soil  as  the  rollers 
revolve  on  the  ground  in  one  direction  by 
pushing  back  the  dirt  and  pulling  up  and 
destroying  all  vegetation,  making  the  ground 
mellow  and  freeing  it  from  clods  instead  of 
crushing  them  into  the  ground  as  a  simple 
roller  would  do;  second,  when  the  rollers  are 
reversed  (the  clods  ha\-ing  been  pulverized 
by  the  use  of  the  pulverizer),  they  operate  to 
make  the  ground  smooth  and  level,  and  when 
used  on  ground  planted  with  corn  or  small 
grain  it  is  left  in  good  shape  for  the  use  of 
the  cultivator. 

(Here  follows  a  description  of  the  ma- 
chine. ) 

Hax'ing  described  my  invention,  what  I 
now  claim,  and  desire  t(^  secure  by  Letters 
Patent,  is — 

A  combined  land  roller  and  pulverizer  , 
comprising  a  cylindrical  body  or  bodies,  the 
surface  of  which  is  fluted,  thereby  forming 
longitudinal  crushing  blades  or  l)ars  ar- 
rang-ed  tano-entiallv  mounted  in  a  suiteal^le 
supporting-frame  provided  with  a  draft  de- 
vice whereby  when  the  roller  is  drawn  in  one 
direction  the  soil  is  cut  and  pulverized,  and  in 
the  reverse  direction  the  soil  is  smoothed, 
substantially  as  described. 

Laxsford   Ch.\mbers. 
W^itnesses : 

Frank  C.  Chase. 
John  B.  Statler. 


On  the  6th  of  March,  1873,  ^^r.  Cham- 
bers was  united  in  marriage  to  ^Nliss  Agnes 
Kern,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  April  30,  1843, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Kern,  of  Ken- 
tucky. He  brought  his  bride  to  the  old 
homestead  where  he  has  since  remained. 
Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four 
sons  and  two  daughters :  The  first,  a  daugh- 
ter, died  in  infancy;  Joseph  Samuel,  born 
January  13,  1876,  assists  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm;  Jasper  died  in  infancy; 
Charles  E.,  who  was  born  December  22, 
1878,  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in 
Bartlett,  is  married  and  has  a  son  and  a 
daughter;  Bertha  Ellen,  born  April  26,  1881, 
is  with  her  parents ;  and  Henry,  who  was 
born  in  1884,  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Chambers  is 
a  stalwart  Republican  and  has  served  as  a 
school  director,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and 
energies  to  his  business  interests  in  which 
he  has  met  with  magnificent  success.  He 
has  traveled  quite  extensively  through  Amer- 
ica, visiting  the  Pacific  coast  and  many  other 
sections  of  the  west.  He  spent  some  time 
in  Oregon  in  1884  and  enjoyed  many  hunt- 
ing expeditions  on  the  coast-range  mount- 
ains. After  an  absence  of  six  months  he 
returned  home  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1884.  Mr.  Chambers  is  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  men  of  southw^estern  Iowa. 
Almost  his  entire  life  has  here  been  passed 
and  he  has  therefore  witnessed  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  contributed  to  every 
measure  which  he  believed  would  prove  of 
public  good,  withholding  his  support  from 
no  movement  calculated  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity. He  has  won  success  along  well 
defined  lines  of  labor  and  to-day  he  stands 
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l)rominent  amono-  those  who  owe  their  pros- 
perity to  their  own  efforts  and  who  are  now 
classed  amonq-  the  weahhy  residents  of  the 
conimunit}-.  While  great  adwancement  has 
hecn  made  in  the  industrial  and  commercial 
life,  agriculture  has  kept  pace  with  the  gen- 
eral progress  and  Mr.  Chambers  is  among 
those  who  ha\e  been  leaders  in  the  work  of 
improvement  in  connection  with  farming 
interests. 


SA^IUEL  IF.  ADAMS. 

Sanmel  11.  Adams,  a  furniture  dealer 
and  an  undertaker  of  Tabor,  was  born  in 
Worcester  county.  iMassachusetts,  Decem- 
ber 2^,  1823.  He  traces  his  ancestors  back 
through  manv  generations,  fc^r  the  family  is 
an  old  one  in  the  Bay  state.  The  first  of 
the  family  to  come  to  America  were  John 
and  James  Adams,  who  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  lineage.  The  latter  settled  in  X'crmont. 
Avhile  the  former  located  in  Massachusetts 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  branch  of  the 
family  to  which  our  subject  belongs.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  also 
bore  the  name  of  John  Adams  and  was  a 
farmer  of  Worcester  county.  He  married 
Miss  Sybil  Hatton.  a  native  of  England, 
and  among  their  children  was  Francis  Ad- 
ams, the  father  of  our  subject,  whose  l)irth 
occurred  in  Worcester  county.  He.  too. 
was  an  agriculturist  and  removed  to  Frank- 
lin c(nnit\'.  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  in 
1845.  at  the  age  of  hft}-nine  years.  His 
wife  was  also  a  native  of  Worcester  county 
and  lx)re  the  maiden  name  of  Naomi  Gray, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Fbenezer  Gray,  who 
valiantly  ser\ed  his  countr\-  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  1  Ic  was  known  as  Deacon 
Grav,   from   connection    with   the   office   of 


deacon  in  the  Congregational  church.  Mrs. 
.\d.ams  was  I)orn  in  1782  and  they  were  mar- 
ried about  iSi*^).  Mr.  .\dams  had  been 
previously  married,  but  his  first  wife  lived 
onl\-  a  short  time  and  left  no  children. 
There  were  four  .sons  and  tlu'ee  daughters 
born  of  the  second  marriage. 

Samuel  Holden  Adams,  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth,  received  a  good  common- 
school  educati(jn  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen began  learning  the  cabinet-maker's 
trade  in  Ihattleboro.  X'erniont.  He  only 
served  for  four  months,  but  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  was  enabled  to  make  bu- 
reaus and  other  articles  of  furniture.  He 
afterward  engaged  in  house  building  in 
Massachusetts  for  three  years,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1848  he  went  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  married  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember, of  that  year  to  Miss  Caroline 
Matthews,  a  natixe  of  \'ermont.  b<jrn  in 
1820.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Lucy,  the  eldest,  married  Solo- 
mon Irw  in.  and  died  when  about  forty  years 
of  age.  leaving  two  children — Edward  .\., 
who  has  a  family  of  four  children.  an,(I 
Carrie  F..  the  wife  of  Don  Xichols.  and 
both  are  residents  of  this  section  of  Iowa. 
Xancy  O.  died  at  the  age  of  ten  and  a  half 
years.  Lucelia  died  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1854.  and  her  graxe  was  the  hrst  made  in 
the  Tabor  cemetery.  Samuel  F.  died  very 
suddenly  of  heart  disease.  October  12.  1900, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  left  a 
wife  and  four  children  who  are  residents  of 
Fremont  county.  The  mother  of  this  fami- 
ly passed  away  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  in  1879  ^^^'-  Adams  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Ann  (  Wolfenden)  Watson,  a  widow, 
who  was  born   in   Lancasliirc.   England,   in 
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1833.  A  daughter  of  her  first  marriage  is 
Carrie,  the  widow  of  Andrew  Obladen,  by 
whom  she  had  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  yet  hving. 

Mr.  Adams  entered  upon  his  business 
career  in  Fremont  county  thirty-one  years 
ago.  This  was  in  1869 — the  year  of  the 
total  eclipse  of  the  sun.  He  is  now  the 
proprietor  of  one  of  the  leading  furniture 
houses  and  undertaking  establishments  in 
this  portion  of  the  state  and  has  a  large 
and  libera]  patronage  which  'has  come  to 
him  in  recognition  of  his  reasonable  prices, 
fair  dealing  and  his  earnest  desire  to  please 
his  patrons.  He  has  been  a  liberal  sup- 
jDorter  aud  warm  adovcate  of  the  Tabor 
College  and  he  it  was  who  in  1900  laid 
the  cornerstone  of  the  new  building  which 
bears  his  name.  He  realizes  the  value  and 
importance  of  education,  and  does  all  in 
his  power  to  advance  its  interests. 


D.  B.  NIMS. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch,  D.  B.  Xims, 
is  a  prominent  resident  of  Deer  Creek  town- 
ship, Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  is  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  well  known  stock  farm  of 
Cedar  Lawn,  whose  products  are  celebrated 
all  over  the  United  States.  Mr.  Nims  was 
born  in  1845,  i^ear  Princeton,  Bureau  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  and  was  the  son  of  Eli  B.  and 
Emily  C.  (Brainard)  Nims.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  received  a  good  common-school 
education  and  entered  into  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  1874, 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  John  W. 
Nims.  ;    j£|    . 

Since  locating  at  this  place  Mr.  Nims 
has  bent  every  energy  toward  making  Cedar 
Lawn  a  model  stock  farm,  and  his  success 


has  been  most  encouraging.  He  is  a  man  of 
penetration  and  good  judgment,  who  has 
educated  himself  thoroughly  on  the  lines 
of  his  chosen  business  and  understands  it 
in  every  detail.  His  reading  is  extensive, 
and  every  work  of  merit  that  is  published 
concerning  stock  and  agriculture  finds  its 
way  to  his  already  fine  library.  He  and  his 
brother  in  1876  originated  and  developed 
the  Legal  Tender  Yellow  Dent  seed  corn, 
since  which  time  they  have  obtained  the 
first  prize  medal  and  diploma  for  it  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago, 
in  1893,  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition 
in  Omaha,  in  1898,  and  the  Paris  Exposi- 
tion in  1900.  They  are  also  extensively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  the  raising  of  Po- 
land China  hogs,  which  they  first  put  upon 
the  market  in   1889. 

Mr.  Nims  was  married  to  !Miss  Jane  Le- 
vi, a  sister  of  his  brother's  wife,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Nims,  and  to  them  have  been  Ijorn :  Airs. 
May  Zaelke,  Mrs.  Edna  Knight,  Airs.  Orra  J. 
Shaw,  Airs.  Cora  Shaw,  Henry  and  Archie. 
Orra  and  Cora  are  twin  sisters  and  married 
brothers — Frank  and  Charles  Shaw.  Air. 
Nims  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  politics 
at  various  times,  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  has  served  as  township  trustee  and  also 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  now  vice- 
president  of  the  Iowa  Seed  Corn  Breeders' 
Association.  The  religious  connection  is 
with  the  Asbury  Methodist  church,  and  the 
family  enjoy  the  esteem  and  respect  of  their 
friends  and  members  of  the  communit}'. 
The  name  and  fame  of  Cedar  Lawn  stock 
farm  is  not  confined  to  this  locality,  ship- 
ments being-  made  to  nearly  every  state  in 
the  Union  and  also  to  Europe.  The  business 
has  been  established  and  carried  on  I)y  the 
application  and  energy  of  the  Alessrs.  Nims, 
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and  to  them  belong'  the  cre(Ht  of  one  of 
the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  enter- 
prises of  Mills  county. 


ARTHUR  McCLAIX. 

A  prominent  citizen  and  \cteran  of  the 
Ci\il  war.  now  residing"  in  Indian  Creek 
township,  Mills  count)'.  Iowa,  is  Arthur 
]^IcClain,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  and  ]\Iary  (Stephenson)  Mc- 
Clain,  and  was  horn  in  Knox  county,  Ohio. 
The  ])arents  of  our  subject  settled  first  in 
that  county,  and  in  1853  moved  to  Indiana, 
our  subject  being  then  aJjituL  lifteen  years 
old.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  Ohio,  and  died  there  when  about  thirty- 
three  years  old,  leaxing  six  children,  who 
in  turn  married  and  had  families  of  their 
own.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  Ar- 
thur McClain,  and  his  wife  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  passed  her  last  days 
in  Knox  county,  Ohio.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  John  and 
Ann  Stephenson,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when 
he  was  about  fourteen  years  old.  This  was 
a  pioneer  family  in  Ohio. 

In  i866j  our  subject  was  married  to 
]\Iiss  Caroline  jNIurray,  a  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  ]\Iary  A.  (W'yman)  Murray, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Schenec- 
tady, Xew  York,  in  1805,  and  died  in  Liv- 
ingston county,  in  that  state,  in  iHC)\,  ha\ing 
been  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  McClain  was  born  in  Gene- 
see county,  same  state,  four  of  her  family 
of  five  children  sur\i\ing.  ]\lrs.  ^NFcClain's 
paternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Xel- 
lie  (Thompson)  Murray,  natives  of  Xew 
York,   who  lived  and   died   there,   and   her 


maternal  grandparents  were  Warren  and 
'  Caroline  (  Roe)  W'yman,  the  former  a  na- 
tive oi  X'erniont,  who  died  in  Xew  York, 
the  latter  a  nati\e  of  Xew  York,  who  spent 
her  whole  life  there.  Both  of  these  families 
are  old  and  prominent,  having  descendants 
in  many  states  of  the  Union. 

The  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife  are:  Rev.  Albert  M..  a  Presbyterian 
minister  and  superintendent  of  the  Xez 
Perce  Indians  in  Idaho  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: John  Henry,  who  has  one  daughter; 
Carl  A.,  a  school-teacher  in  this  township; 
Marian  F.,  who  is  attendinc"  scho(jl  in  Oma- 
ha, Xebraska ;  and  Lulu  M.,  a  student  of 
the  Emerson  school.  All  of  these  children 
have  been  well  educated.  Mr.  McClain  tak- 
ing a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters  in 
his  district. 

On  Sei)tember  18.  1861,  ]\Ir.  McClain 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  gave  faithful 
ser\'ice  to  his  countr_\-  until  October  jy, 
1864,  when  he  was  nuistered  out.  His  serv- 
ice was  for  three  years,  when  he  answered 
the  call  that  was  made  for  three  hundred 
thousand  men  and  entered  Company  K, 
Thirty-seventh  Lidiana  N'olunteers.  under 
Captain  John  ]\IcKee,  who  lost  his  life  at 
the  battle  of  Stone  River.  Under  Captain 
John  1).  Reeve,  our  suliject  accompanied  his. 
regiment  through  many  serious  engage- 
ments, was  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Pulas- 
ki, Tennessee,  and  paroled,  later  was  taken 
sick  and  obliged  to  snend  .some  time  in  the 
militarv  hospitals  at  Xashville  and  Murfrees- 
boro.  Mr.  McClain  was  present  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Missituiarv  Ridge.  Kencsaw  and  almost  all 
the  important  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  For  one  and  hundred  twenty- 
days  our  suljject  was  continually  engaged. 
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finally  reaching  Atlanta  with  his  regiment. 

The  first  time  that  our  sul^ject  voted  the 
Republican  ticket  was  in  the  first  campaign 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  since  which  time  he 
has  never  wa\-erecl  in  his  allegiance  to  that 
party.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  post  at  Emerson,  in  which  he  takes 
an  active  interest. 

Few  men  have  seen  more  of  the  horrors 
of  war  than  our  subject,  and  few  ^■eterans 
can  show  a  better  record.  His  devotion  to 
his  country  was  sincere,  and  when  sick  in  the 
hospital  and  offered  a  furlough  he  would 
not  accept  it,  hoping  sooner  thereby  to  be 
able  to  return  to  the  battle-field.  ]\lr.  ]\Ic- 
Clain  possesses  the  esteem  and  conldence  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  may  be  considered 
a  representative  man  of  Indian  Creek  town- 
ship. 


SAMUEL  S.  SALYERS. 

Samuel  S.  Salyers,  a  farmer,  was  born 
October  24,  1831,  in  Jefferson  county,  In- 
diana. The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  were  Jerry  and  ^lary  Salyers,  both 
of  North  Carolina,  whence  they  removed  to 
Kentucky,  where  \\\q\  passed  the  residue 
of  their  lives.  His  maternal  grandparents 
emigrated  from  Switzerland  to  the  new 
world,  taking  up  their  abode  in  Kentucky, 
where  they  died  well  advanced  in  years. 
The  father  of  our  subject.  Samuel  S.  Sal- 
yers, Sr.,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and 
died  in  Marion  county,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-fi\-e  years.  He  married  INIiss  !\Iarga- 
ret  Sidner,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland,  of 
German  parentage,  and  passed  away  in 
'Marion  county,  Iowa,  when  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  dhil- 
dren.   three  of  whom   are   living. 


Mr.  Sal}-ers  of  this  Te\'iew  remained  in 
his  native  county  until  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  He  then  removed  to  ]\Iarion  county, 
Iowa,  in  1856,  and  engaged  in  farming  un- 
til 1861,  when  he  went  to  Monroe  county. 
On  the  15th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  while  in  the  service  he 
participated  in  the  following  battles  :  Chick- 
asaw Bayou.  Arkansas  Post,  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  Yazoo  City,  Graham  Plantation, 
Fort  Gaines,  Fort  Morgan  and  Fort  Blake- 
ly.  being  mustered  out  at  Devenport,  Iowa, 
August  16,  1865.  He  returned  to  Monroe 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1870.  when 
he  came  to  Mills  county,  and  in  1874  lo- 
cated on  section  13,  ^^'hite  Cloud  township, 
where  he  now   resides. 

]Mr.  Salyers  was  married,  May  26,  1853, 
to  Melissa  Z.  Copeland,  a  native  of  Indiana. 
There  were  born  to  them  five  children,  of 
whom  four  are  now  li\-ing, — George  M., 
James  M.,  AMlliam  S.  and  Robert  F.  Mr. 
Salyers  has  lived  in  Iowa  forty-four  years. 
In  politics  his  parents  were  Democrats,  but 
he  first  voted  the  Know  Nothing  ticket  and 
has  been  a  prominent  Republican  ever  since. 


ANDREW  BERKHEIMER. 

Among  the  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Mills  county,  who  have  for  many 
years  been  identified  with  its  agricultural  in- 
terests and  ha\-e  met  with  success  in  their 
chosen  calling  is  Andrew  Berkheimer.  He 
was  born  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1832.  his  parents  be- 
ing George  and  Lydia  Berkheimer.  They 
also  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  state, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives,  the  fa- 
ther dying  when  about  se\'enty  years  of  age. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDREW  BERKHEIMER 
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and  his  wife  passins^'  awa)'  :il  the  ag"e  of 
sixtv-se\en.  Thev  were  farniiiii^"  pec^ple  and 
en.joxed  the  high  regard  of  all  who  knew 
them,  owinij  to  their  manv  excellencies  of 
character. 

(^ur  subject  was  reared  in  the  manner 
of  most  farmer  boys  of  his  day,  aiding  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields  and  other  farm 
work,  and  attending  the  district  schools  near 
his  boyhood  home.  In  184^.  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years,  .Mr.  Ikrkheimer  left  the  pa- 
ternal roof  and  went  to  Michigan,  driving 
a  team  from  his  old  home  t)  St.  Joseph 
county,  that  state.  In  the  same  year  he  lo- 
cated in  Kalamazoo  county,  wliere  he  made 
h.is  home  for  four  years,  being  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  lie  then  made  a  tour 
th.rough  the  west,  visiting  Illinois  and  Iowa. 
1)ut  returned  to  Michigan,  and  did  not  locate 
])ermanentl}'  in  this  state  until  1S3S.  when 
he  took  u\)  liis  residence  in  Mills  county. 
He  purchased  sixt}'  acres  of  wild  land  in 
SiKer  Creek  township,  -and  to  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  he  at  once  turned  his 
attention.  His  first  home  here  was  a  frame 
house,  fourteen  b}'  sixteen  tcet,  where  he 
]'\-ed  imtil  1865.  when  he  built  his  ])resent 
comfortable  residence.  He  hauled  the  lum- 
ber for  the  first  house  in  Milton,  now  Mal- 
vern, built  for  J.  I).  l'addi>ck.  tlie  present 
postmaster  of  that  place.  Mr.  Berkheimcr 
has  one  of  the  best  orchards  in  this  section 
of  the  state,  and  his  well  ini])ro\-ed  and  high- 
ly cultivated  farm  is  one  (^f  the  most  desir- 
able ])laces  of  its  size  in  Mills  county. 

At  Kalamazoo,  Micln'gaii.  on  the  i/th 
of  September.  1855,  .Mr.  lierkheimer  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Oman. 
wliM  was  burn  in  I'ennsyhania.  and  is  a 
datighter  of  Peter  and  .'^arah  (  C/nnningham  ) 
Oman,  who  with  their  familv  remo\ed  from 


PennsyKania  to  Michigan  at  a  very  early 
day.  Mrs.  lierkheimer  crossing  the  Alle- 
ghan\-  mountains  on  foot.  Her  father  was 
Ijorn  in  the  Keystone  state  and  died  in  Mich- 
igan. ;it  a  \ery  advanced  age. — eighty-one 
years;  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  native  of 
Xew  Jersey.  i)assed  away  in  Michigan,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berk- 
heimcr became  the  parents  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  yet  living  and  are 
now  married.  They  also  have  twelve  grand- 
children. Their  lixing  children  are:  Ches- 
ter, who  married  Mary  Oney :  Sarah,  now 
the  wife  of  Henry  T)onner :  George,  who 
married  'Maude  bdwood;  Clara,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  D.  Barrick :  Oscar,  who  mar- 
ried Gertrude  McMillen;  Louis,  who  mar- 
ried Albia  Byers;  Maggie,  who  married  P. 
M.  Cadwell ;  and  Andrew,  who  married 
Carrie  Byers. 

Since  coming  to  Iowa  Mr.  Berkheimer 
h.as  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
even  taken  a  deep  and  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs.  He  is  a  man  of  recognized 
ability  and  stands  high  in  the  community 
where  he  has  long  made  his  home.  Those 
who  know  him  l)est  are  numbered  among 
his  warmest  friends,  and  he  is  justly  de- 
serving of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
held.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  members 
of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  deacon  for  a  (|uarter  of  a  century.  He 
liberally  aided  in  building  the  house  of  wor- 
ship for  that  denomination  in  ^^lalvern. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad  deix)t.  Mr. 
Berkheimer  arranging  some  boxes  obtained 
from  the  stores  for  use  as  a  pulpit.  When 
Milton- Malvern  was  being  laid  out  there 
was  no  place   in   the  t(nvn   where  the  men 


500 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


could  board,  so  Mr.  Berkheimer  had  to 
board  them,  also  the  depot  agent.  In  sur- 
veying for  the  town  he  hauled  the  stakes 
around  for  staking  off  the  lots.  He  has  done 
everything  in  his  power  to  prcjmote  the  work 
of  the  church  and  his  influence  has  been 
^videly  felt  for  good  in  his  community.  In 
his  business  affairs  he  has  been  particularly 
successful  and  though  he  started  out  in  life 
empty-handed  he  now  controls  a  good  in- 
come, which  he  has  won  through  earnest 
and  indefatigable  effort.  His  life  illustrates 
the  possibilities  of  labor,  when  guided  by 
sound  judgment,  in  conquering  and  adverse 
fate.  From  a  humble  financial  position  he 
lias  worked  his  way  to  a  place  of  prominence 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted 
county  and  in  its  history  he  well  deserves 
mention. 


SAMUEL  GALBRAITH. 

Samuel  Galbraith,  who  is  identified  with 
the  farming  interests  of  Henderson  county, 
Illinois,  was  born  on  the  6th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1824.  in  Kingston,  east  Tennessee, 
a  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Galbraith. 
The  family  is  of  Scotch  descent.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
carried  on  that  business  in  Tennessee  until 
1829,  when  with  his  family  he  remo^'ed  to 
Illinois,  locating  first  in  Morgan  county. 
The  following  year,  however,  he  removed 
to  Adams  county,  that  state,  and  in  1834 
took  up  his  al^ode  in  what  is  now  Hender- 
son county,  Illinois.  In  the  latter  place  the 
subject  of  this  review  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  youth.  He  was  early  inured  to 
the  arduous  labors  of  developing  a  frontier 
farm.  He  ac(|uired  a  limited  education  in 
the   district    schools    of    the    neighborhood. 


and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he 
engaged  in  chopping  and  making  rails,  for 
every  farm  had  to  be  fenced  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  crops  against  the  horses,  hogs, 
sheep  and  cattle.  ]\Ir.  Galbraith  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  work  of  the  field 
and  meadow,  assisting  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  fields  from  the  time  of  the  early 
spring  planting  until  the  harvests  were 
gathered  in  the  late  fall.  Throughout  his 
business  career  he  has  been  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pusuits.  He  went  to  Henderson 
county,  Illinois,  in  1834  and  now  resides 
near  Gladstone.  Illinois,  wdiere  he  has  a  good 
farm.  He  has  placed  this  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  has  added  many  iuipro\'e- 
ments  and  derives  from  the  place  a  good 
income. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1849,  ^^^"-  Gal- 
braith was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sa- 
rah Evans,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  June 
13,  1830.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  the  following  children :  Amanda,  born 
April  20,  1850;  James  F.,  born  September 
12,  1851;  Minerva,  born  October  12,  1853; 
Mary,  born  August  8,  1855;  John,  who 
was  born  January  9,  1857,  and  died  on  the 
24th  of  December,  of  that  year;  Evaline, 
born  October  18,  1858;  Margaret  J.,  born 
January  9,  1861 ;  George  ^I.,  born  October 
7,  1862;  William  T.,  born  December  5, 
-1 864;  Charles  E.,  born  December  5, 
1866;  Clyde  E.,  born  January  15,  1869; 
and  Myrtle  S.,  born  October  15,  1876,  and 
died  November  i,  1877. 

Mr.  Galbraith  has  long  been  a  supporter 
of  the  Democracy  and  cast  his  last  presi- 
dential vote  for  A\'illiam  Jennings  Bryan. 
He  has,  howe\er,  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  political  honors,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and   attention   to   the  business   affairs 
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Avhereby  he  has  gained  a  cnmfortal)le  cuin- 
petence.  Socially  he  was  connected  with 
the  ]Masonic  fraternity.  lia\  int;-  been  made  a 
Master  Mason  in  r'\)rtitnde  Lodj^e,  No. 
638,  F.  &  A.  M..  in  1868.  For  a  nnniher  of 
years  he  served  as  its  treasnrcr  and  enjoys 
the  high  regard  of  the  brethren  of  the  frater- 
nity. Tie  is  widely  known  as  a  reliable  busi- 
ness man  and  citizen  of  sterling  worth. 


WILLIAM  A.  WILKINS. 

One  of  the  prosperous  young  farmers 
of  Mills  county.  low'a,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  wdio  was  1x)rn  in  Washington  county, 
Iowa,  November  8.  1873.  and  is  a  son  of 
B.  F.  and  .Mary  J.  (Moore)  Wilkins.  His 
father  was  born  in  Roane  county,  Tennessee, 
January  6,  1847,  the  latter  in  the  same  coun- 
ty, July  6.  1852,  and  they  were  married 
in  August,  1870.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  Elisha  Wilkins,  who 
emigrated  from  Tennessee  to  W^ashington 
county.  Iowa,  in  i8()5,  ])ringing  with  him 
his  wife,  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  One 
son  is  now  a  Methodist  minister  in  Birming- 
liani,  Iowa,  another,  for  many  years  a  prac- 
ticing" physician  in  Oskaloosa,  tliis  state, 
moving  in  1893  to  Colorado  for  his  health. 
where  he  had  vast  interests  in  the  sheep 
business.  While  there  he  was  a  surgeon 
for  the  Burlington  &  ^Missouri  River  Rail- 
road, and  also  elected  to  the  legislature  in 
1894,  returning  to  his  old  home  in  Wash- 
ington county.  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1897. 
The  paternal  grandmother  of  ]\Ir.  Wilkins 
was  Nancy  Burnet,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
])oi-n  in  i8_'3:  hence  she  is  nine  years  the 
jnnii>r  of  her  husband.  \\\]i<  bears  his  vears 
as  well  as  she  does  hers,  botli  being  active 
in  mind  and  body.     The  grandfather  being 


one  of  the  few  pensioners  of  the  IMack  Hawk 
war. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  numl^er  in 
a  family  of  six  children,  these  being:  Dwight 
E.,  a  resident  contractor  of  Council  Bluffs; 
cur  subject ;  K.  H.,  a  civil  engineer  residing 
with  his  wife  at  the  home  oi  W.  A.;  Fred, 
an  official  of  the  L'nion  Pacific  Railroad; 
Claira  Idell  and  l^arl.  Mr.  B.  F.  Wilkins 
resides  in  Council  Bluffs,  but  is  a  commercial 
traveler  in  the  nursery  business.  Our  sub- 
ject was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
academies  of  Washington  county,  Iowa,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty  left  home  to  fight  the 
battles  of  the  world  for  himself.  Going  to 
Fremont,  Nebraska,  he  entered  the  commis- 
sion liouse  of  Kirschbraun  &  Sons,  where  he 

I  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  spent  two 
years  representing  them  on  the  road.  Fol- 
lowing this  initial  capacity  he  traveled  for 
one  and  one-half  years  representing  Edward 
Lytle.  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  closing  his  en- 
gagement only  on  account  of  the  failure  of 
the  firm.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  one  and 
one-half  miles  from  Silver  City,  Iowa,  owned 
by  his  father-in-law,  renting  also  fifty  acres, 
upon  all  of  which  he  carries  on  a  general 
farming  business,  also  raising  fine  cattle, 
hogs,  and  horses  antl  making  hogs  a  spec- 

'  ialty ;  and  he  is  making  a  success  of  the  new 
venture. 

Mr.    Wilkins   was   married,    March   30, 
1898,  to  Miss  Birdie  Huft'aker,  the  beauti- 

'  ful  and  accomplished  daughter  of  H.  H. 
Huft'aker.  of  Silver  City,  Iowa.  She  is  the 
only  daughter  in  that  family  and  is  a  well- 
educated  lady  of  great  ability,  painting  in  oil 
and  proficient  on  the  piano.  She  was  born 
in  Silver  City,  in  1880,  and  educated  in  St. 
Francis  Academy  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
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One  little  son  has  come  into  this  family, 
born  December  26,  1898;  and  it  is  needless 
to  say  he  is  the  idol  of  his  grandfather.  Mr. 
Huffaker,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wilkins,  came 
to  this  county  in  an  early  day  from  Illinois 
and  now  possesses  many  broad  acres  of 
fertile  land. 

In  politics  Mr.  \\'ilkins  is  a  Republican 
and  boldly  upholds  the  principles  of  the 
party.  He  has  no  desire  for  office,  his  busi- 
ness and  delightful  home  giving  him  suffi- 
cient use  for  his  time.  The  substantial  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  was  erected 
for  them  by  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Huffaker. 
They  resided  at  the  old  farm  nearly  sixteen 
months  and  came  to  their  plac^  in  July, 
1899.  A  fine  new  barn  is  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, and  there  seems  to  be  no  reasonable 
doubt  that  prosperity  will  continue  to  smile 
upon  this  most  worthy  young  couple. 


ROBERT   J.    CLARK. 

Robert  J.  Clark,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  Sidney  town- 
ship, Fremont  county,  was  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  that  Ohio  furnished  to  the  Hawk- 
eye  state.  He  was  born  in  Ross  county, 
Ohio.  February  7,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  C.  and  Ann  B.  (Murray)  Clark. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  same  house  in 
which  occurred  the  birth  of  our  subject,  his 
natal  day  being  Septemljer  26,  1827.  Thom- 
as Clark,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Sherman  Valley,  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  in  1782.  Emigrating  westward, 
he  located  in  Ohio,  in  1810.  taking  up  his 
abode  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  forest,  where 
he  developed  a  farm  and  reared  his  family. 
He  married  Eleanor  Black,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  had  a  family  of  two  sons 


and  six  daughters,  of  whom  two  daughters 
yet  survive,  namely :  Susanna,  who  is  now 
the  widow  Murray,  of  Highland  county, 
Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Ellen  Fernow,  who 
is  also  a  widow  and  resides  in  Marion,  Lynn 
county,  Iowa.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject served  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  war 
of  1812.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Pres- 
byterian and  was  well  known  as  a  minister 
of  thd  gospel  in  that  denomination.  He 
passed  away  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1846, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  in 
Greenfield,  in  Highland  countv. 

George  Clark,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  reared  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead, where  he  remained  until  he  was  forty 
years  of  age.  His  educational  privileges 
were  limited,  for  the  country  was  new  and 
unsettled  and  the  work  of  development  was 
scarcely  begun.  On  the  ist  of  March,  1854, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  B, 
Murray,  who  was  born  in  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  December,  1832,  a 
daughter  of  \\'illiam  and  Elizabeth  (Stew- 
art) Murray,  of  Kentucky.  They,  too.  were 
farming  people.  Unto  the  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  born  five  daughters  and 
three  sons.  Those  living  are:  Elizabeth  J., 
who  resides  in  Greenfield,  Ohio;  and  Mar- 
garet, who  is  now  Mrs.  Smaller,  a  widow, 
living  at  Stockton,  Kansas,  where  she  has 
a  family  of  children.  In  January,  1868, 
George  C.  Clark,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, removed  from  Ohio  to  Iowa,  arriv- 
ing in  Fremont  county  in  January.  In 
March  of  that  year  he  purchased  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land,  for  which  he 
paid  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  and  took  up  his 
abode  on  his  new  farm.  He  sold  his  two- 
hundred  acre  farm  in  Ohio  for  fifty  dollars 
per   acre,    and    was    thus   enabled   to   meet 
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the  payments  on  the  new  place,  lie  has  al- 
ways carried  on  a;L;ricnItnral  pnrsnits.  mak- 
ing a  s[K'cialty  of  the  rai>ini;"  of  grain  and 
hogs.  Enteri)rising  and  wide-awake,  his 
diligence  and  i)ersevcrance  ha\e  hrougln  to 
him  a  \  ery  gratifying  degree  of  prosperit)'. 
L'nto  him  and  his  wife  have  been  horn  the 
following  named:  Elizabeth  Mar\-,  who 
was  born  in  1S55,  became  the  wife  of  Milton 
Murph}'.  a  farmer  of  Sidne\-  township,  Fre- 
mont connty.  and  died  November  14,  1S91. 
at  tlie  age  of  ihirty-six  years,  leaving  two 
of  their  four  children;  Robert  J.  is  the 
next  of  the  family;  and  Eleanor  Myrtle. 
born  in  1865,  died  June  16,  1884,  while  pur- 
suing a  course  of  music  in  Tal)or,  where 
she  was  stricken  with  t\phoid  fe\er.  She 
was  especially  gifted  in  the  art  of  music, 
and  ga\e  great  promise  of  future  develop- 
ment along  that  line. 

Robert  J.  Clark,  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  oi  this  article,  pursued  his  education 
for  one  term  in  the  sch(x:)ls  of  Ohio  and 
then  came  to  Iowa,  where  he  continued  his 
stiulies  in  the  district  schools  and  later  spent 
four  terms  in  Tabor  College.  Throughout 
liis  entire  life  he  has  remained  on  the  old 
homestead,  assisting  his  father  in  the  culti- 
vation and  development  of  the  land,  and 
during  the  past  eleven  years  he  has  been 
extensively  engaged  in  the  stock  business, 
feeding  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market. 
He  has  his  stock  on  the  north  eighty  acres 
of  the  farm  and  keeps  a  splendid  grade  of 
Hereford  cattle.  He  also  buys  other  cattle, 
which  he  feeds  for  the  market,  shipping 
from  one  to  five  car-loads  of  cattle  and  sev- 
eral car-loads  of  Poland  China  hogs  each 
year.  He  is  a  young  man  of  marked  energy, 
keen  business  ability  and  resolute  will  and 
his  honorable  dealing  has  ever  won  him  the 


respect  and  trust  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
Come   in   contact. 

I'iiilh  Mr.  Clark  and  h:s  father  are  stal- 
wart Republicans  in  their  political  faith, 
but  ha\e  ne\er  held  or  desired  office.  The 
parents  and  their  sons  are  also  Presbyterians, 
and  the  father  was  an  elder  for  some  years 
in  ihe  clunch  in  which  they  hold  mei-.iuer- 
shi[).  r>oth  (ieorge  Clark  and  his  wife  are 
active  workers  in  the  church  and  are  people 
wJKjse  many  excellent  characteristics  have 
gained  for  them  high  regard.  In  1890  their 
present  residience  was  erected,  and  in  March, 
1891,  they  remo\ed  from  the  old  home  in- 
to tiie  new.  The  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence in  ihe  community  and  the  name  is  in- 
separably interwdxen  with  the  history  i^f 
agricultural  interests  in  southwestern  Iowa. 
The  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts 
of  father  and  son  is  the  merited  reward  of 
earnest  labor. 


GEORGE  R.  COOK. 

George  R.  Cook  is  a  prosperous  young 
farmer  of  Indian  Creek  township.  ^lills 
county,  w  here  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land. 
His  possessions  have  been  acquired  entirely 
through  his  own  eft'orts  and  his  success 
would  be  creditable  to  a  man  many  years  his 
senior.  He  was  l)orn  in  Mills  county  in 
1 86 1,  his  parents  being  William  G.  and 
Elizabeth  (Cox)  Cook.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Chautau(|ua  county.  Xew  ^  ork. 
and  represented  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
Empire  state,  whose  people  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  His  father,  Daniel  Cook, 
removed  from  Xew  York  to  \'alparaiso.  In- 
diana, and  there  spent  his  remaining  days. 
.\  number  of  years  afterward  he  went  fr(-.m 
that  state  to  Missouri  and  in  1858  came  to 
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Mills  county,  Iowa.  His  children  were 
Remington.  George,  Edward.  ^Irs.  Dora  Kee 
and  Xicy.  the  wife  of  A.  J.  \\'earin. 

William  G.  Cook  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  tlieir  removal  to  the  Mississippi  val- 
ley and  in  Missouri  was  joined  in  wedlock 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Cox,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  (Fillingham)  Cox,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  They 
removed  to  southern  Indiana  about  1840, 
and  there  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born.  Later  her  parents  went  to  Missouri, 
where  she  was  reared,  remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  until  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  \\'illiam  G.  Cook.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  and  three  of 
her  brothers,  Alfred,  Daniel  and  George, 
were  Union  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  the  last 
named  having  been  killed  in  the  service. 
In  1858  \\'illiam  G.  Cook  came  with  his 
family  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  he  pur- 
chased land,  afterward  adding  to  his  posses- 
sions until  he  became  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive realty  holders  in  this  portion  of  the 
state.  He  died  about  eight  years  ago  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six,  but  his  widow  is  still  living 
and  now  makes  her  home  in  Hastings. 
Their  children  are  Daniel  JM.,  who  is  living 
with  her  mother;  and  George  R.  of  this  re- 
view. The  last  named,  having  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  Mills  county,  has  long  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  its  progress  and 
development  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in 
the  work  of  advancement  and  improvement. 
If  it  were  possible  to  look  into  the  past,  w^e 
would  find  him,  after  the  manner  of  most 
farmer  boys  of  the  period,  pursuing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  throughout  the 
winter  months,  while  in  the  summer  he  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  cultivating  the  home 
farm.     In  earlv  life  he  started  out  for  him- 


self. In  the  fall  of  1861  his  parents  went 
with  their  family  to  Missouri  and  thence  to 
Indiana,  returning  to  Mills  county  in  the 
fall  of  1869,  where  the  father  purchased 
land.  About  ten  years  ago  our  subject  lo- 
cated on  his  present  fine  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  His  fields  are  well  tilled  and  promise 
golden  har\ests.  He  also  engages  in  stock- 
raising  and  this  branch  of  his  business  like- 
wise proves  a  profitable  source  of  income. 
He  has  substantial  buildings  upon  his  place 
and  all  modern  accessories  and  conveniences, 
indicating  his  energetic  nature  and  his  dili- 
gence. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1885,  as  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey.  Mr. 
Cook  chose  Miss  Nevada  Smith,  a  daughter 
of  James  F.  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Smith, 
both  natives  of  Laporte  county,  Indiana, 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  They 
emigrated  to  Iowa  twenty-three  years  ago 
and  are  prominent  people  in  Pottawattamie 
county.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  has  been  blessed  with  five  children, 
namely  :  Bertha,  Marion,  George,  Clara  and 
Ruth.  Mr.  Cook  is  an  Odd  Fellow  in  his 
social  relations,  a  Democrat  in  political 
faith,  and  for  seven  years  has  served  as 
school  director.  He  is  a  young  man  with 
steadiness  of  purpose,  enterprising  spirit  and 
sterling  worth,  and  is  generally  admired  and 
respected  for  his  many  excellencies  of  char- 
acter. 


JACOB  KOCHERSPERGER. 

One  of  the  farmers  of  Mills  '  county, 
Iowa,  is  Jacob  Kochersperger.  His  career 
is  a  striking  example  of  the  triumph  of  en- 
erofv  over  adverse  circumstances,  of  indomit- 
able  will  over  disheartening  poverty,  and  of 
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success  at  last,  grained  tliroumii  le^ntiniate 
channels.  Our  subject  was  Ixirn  in  the  state 
of  Xew  ^'ork,  in  1S41.  a  son  of  Martin  and 
Maroaret  (Plow)  Kocherspei\s^ci-.  l>"lh  of 
wlnni  were  liorn  and  died  in  New  York. 
]  le  was  reared  on  a  farm,  his  scIkjoI  op- 
portunities being  of  the  most  meager  descrip- 
tii>n.  and  when  he  came  to  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  in  1S70.  he  was  a  poor  man,  who  had 
seen  little  of  life  but  toil  and  self-denial. 

Locating  at  his  present  home,  in  Deer 
Creek  township,  Mr.  Kocliersperger  applied 
himself  with  all  the  energy  of  his  nature,  and 
in  a  short  time  success  crowned  his  efforts. 
He  endured  hardships  cheerfully  for  lie  soon 
saw  it  would  (-nly  be  temporary,  and  m  .w 
after  thirty  years,  he  owns  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  as  fertile  land  as  can  Ire 
found  in  the  state  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Kochersperger  married  Anna  M. 
Shindler,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Shindler, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  children  born 
of  this  union  are  Mrs.  ^Minnie  E.  Northrop, 
Edwin  M.,  Frank  G.,  and  Hattie  Belle.  In 
ix)litics  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  has  efficiently  served  as  road  sui>ervisor, 
school  director  and  as  township  trustee,  in 
all  relations  of  life  proving  himself  a  sub- 
stantial, respected  and  self-respecting  citizen. 
He  has  worked  his  way  upward  by  his  own 
efforts  and  well  deserves  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held. 


MIKE  GORDON. 

Few  men  starting  out  in  life  as  did  Mike 
Gordon  have  won  a  more  pronounced  suc- 
cess, for  though  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  empty-handed,  he  is  to-(lay  the  owner 
of  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  \alu;ible  land 
in    southwcslern    Missoin-i    and    makes    his 


home  upon  the  Gordon  farm,  situated  in 
Washington  township,  I'reniont  county.  A 
nati\e  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  he  was  born  in 
Wexford,  in  i.S?8.  The  ancestrv  of  the 
family  can  be  traced  back  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years.  The  (jordons  were  orig- 
inally from  the  Highlands  (jf  Scotland,  but 
tribal  wars  and  religious  persecutions  drove 
them  from  Scotland  to  Ireland,  where  they 
found  a  new  home  and  greater  liberty.  Mark 
and  Ellen  ( W'icken)  Gordon,  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  both  natives  of  Wexford 
and  were  reared  and  educated  there.  After 
their  marriage  they  reared  their  children 
there  and  in  their  native  city  spent  their  en- 
tire lives. 

Mike  Gordon,  who  was  one  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  and  into  his  mind  lessons  of  in- 
dustry, economy  and  honesty  were  early  in- 
stilled. Fle  received  a  good  fundamental  ed- 
ucation and  remained  in  the  T-'.merald  Isle 
until  after  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
l)rated  in  1864.  when  he  was  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  Miss  Catherine  Doyle  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She,  too,  was  born  and  reared 
in  count\-  \\'exford,  Ireland,  and  belonged 
to  one  of  the  old  families  there.  For  thirty- 
six  years  they  have  traveled  life's  journey 
together.  In  1865  they  determined  to  seek 
a  fortune  in  the  new  world,  and.  bidding 
srood  bve  to  relatives  and  friends,  thev  sailed 
for  Quebec,  Canada,  w  hence  they  afterward 
vsent  to  Oneida  county.  New  York. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Gordon  worked  on 
a  farm  in  that  locality,  and  then,  at  the  de- 
sire of  friends  and  relatives  in  Iowa,  he 
came  to  Fremont  county  and  ior  two  and  a 
half  vears  worked  on  the  Kansas  City  & 
Omaha  Railroad,  receiving  good  wages,  and 
on  the  expiration  of  that  psriod  he  purchased 
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one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  which  pursuit  he 
has  since  followed.  That  lie  had  faith 
in  a  prosperous  future  for  Fremont  county 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  made  ex- 
tensive investments  in  real  estate  and  is  to- 
day the  owner  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  of 
as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  Upon  the  home  farm, 
which  he  purchased  in  1888,  there  stands  a 
fine  residence,  erected  in  modern  style  of 
architecture  and  giving  indication  of  the  cul- 
tivated taste  and  refinement  of  the  family. 
It  is  surrounded  by  a  well-kept  lawn  and  in 
the  rear  are  extensive  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings; there  is  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  for  the  use  of  the  household  and  for 
the  stock  and  he  is  extensively  engaged  in 
stock-raising,  feeding  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  head  of  cattle  annually.  He 
is  systematic  and  progressive  in  all  that  he 
does,  and  his  well-directed  efforts  have  been 
attended  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  have  been 
born  four  children, — Mark,  Walter,  Ellen 
and  Herbert, — all  of  whom  are  still  with 
their  parents.  The  sons  have  been  provided 
with  educational  privileges  at  Hamburg,  and 
the  daughter  has  pursued  her  studies  in  Ne- 
braska City  and  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri. 
The  family  is  one  of  prominence  and  the 
home  is  celebrated  for  its  gracious  hospital- 
ity, which  is  enjoyed  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  of  the  Gordons.  Mr.  Gordon  is  a 
splendid  type  of  the  progressive,  enterpris- 
ing, Irish- American  citizen,  his  good  judg- 
ment in  business  affairs  and  his  unfaltering 
energy  having  enabled  him  to  work  his  way 
upward  until  prosperity  has  crowned  his  ef- 
forts. \\\t  and  humor,  his  genial  manner 
and  a  social  disposition  have  made  him  pop- 


ular and  a  general  favorite  in  society.  He 
is  six  feet  in  height,  weighs  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  pounds  and  is  well  propor- 
tioned. Tliere  is  much  in  his  history  that  is 
worthy  of  emulation,  indicating  the  possi- 
bilities that  lie  before  young  men  of  de- 
termined purpose  and  resolute  will. 


GEORGE  T.  REW. 

The  record  of  George  T.  Rew  is  one 
which  contains  many  \aluable  lessons,  show- 
ing the  possibilities  of  accomplishment  that 
lie  before  men  of  determined  and  earnest 
purpose.  He  has  met  with  a  high  degree  of 
success.  Success  is  not  measured  by  the 
height  which  one  may  already  have,  but  by 
the  distance  between  the  starting  point  and 
the  altitude  he  has  gained,  and  therefore  Mr. 
Rew  has  won  a  most  brilliant  success,  a  just 
reward  of  earnest  and  honorable  effort  which 
commands  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all. 
He  is  an  example  of  the  boys  who  educate 
themselves  and  secure  their  own  start  in  life, 
— determined,  self-reliant  boys,  willing  to 
\vork  for  advantages  which  other  boys  in- 
herit, destined  by  sheer  force  of  character 
to  succeed  in  the  face  of  all  obstacles  and' 
to  push  to  the  front  in  one  important  branch 
oi'  industry  or  another.  As  a  man  his  busi- 
ness ability  has  enabled  him  to  advance 
steadily  on  the  high  road  to  success,  and 
to-day  he  stands  among  the  most  prominent 
stock  dealers  in  Iowa,  having  extensive  farm- 
ing interests. 

]\Ir.  Rew  is  of  English  birth,  a  native 
of  Devonshire,  England,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  13th  of  August,  185 1.  His  father, 
John  Rew,  was  born  in  the  same  locality 
June  21,  1824,  and  is  still  living  there.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Thomas  Rew, 
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a  tenant  farmer  of  Dev(jnshire.  wlio  reared 
five  sons  and  five  daughters.  After  arriving 
at  years  of  maturity  John  Kew  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  KHzahcth  Wilson,  who 
Avas  also  a  native  of  Devonshire  and  (hed 
in  middle  life,  leaving  three  S(M1s. — John, 
George  T.  and  Thomas.  John  and  Thomas 
Rew  still  reside  in  Devonshire,  heing  well- 
to-do  citizens  of  their  native  county. 

George  T.  Rew.  now  actively  connected 
with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests of  Ingraham  township,  Mills  county, 
l)ursued  his  prcliminar}'  education  in  the  \il- 
lage  schools  and  afterward  sj^ent  one  year 
in  college.  He  v\as  reared  to  the  practical 
work  of  the  farm,  early  becoming  familiar 
with  its  labors  in  every  department.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  came  to  America  in 
company  with  his  elder  brother,  John,  and 
they  landed  in  Xew  York  city  June  11.  1851, 
together  with  two  other  English  farmer 
boys  whom  they  met  on  the  voyage.  Pro- 
ceeding westward  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  they 
spent  a  short  time  in  that  city  and  afterward 
went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  they  re- 
mained for  two  years,  working  by  the  month 
as  farm  hands.  On  the  24th  of  September, 
1873,  the  brothers  purchased  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  prairie  land  and  fifteen 
acres  of  timber  land,  the  latter  being  in 
jMud  Creek  Grove.  For  this  they  contracted 
to  pay  thirteen  dollars  per  acre.  They  had 
to  incur  a  large  indebtedness  in  order  to 
make  the  purchase,  but  they  went  to  work 
with  a  will  and  their  earnest  labor  and  un- 
flagging diligence  won  for  them  prosperity. 
Eventually  they  received  funds  from  home 
with  which  to  pay  of¥  their  intlebtedness. 
jMeantiiue  they  ac(|uire(l  much  other  land, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  when 
John  Rew  returned  to  England,  they  were 
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the  owners  of  about  one  thousajid  acres,  in 
which  he  retained  an  interest,  and  he  still 
owns  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  An- 
derson, of  which  George  T.  Rew  has  charge. 
In  1S74  Mr.  Kew  of  this  review  was 
married  and  look  up  his  abcjde  ui>on  a  part 
of  his  (M-iginal  farm.  lie  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  the  i)lace  until  it  n<»w  comprises 
five  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  thereon  he 
resided  until  itS95,  ^vhen  he  removed  to  his 
farm  of  three  hunred  and  forty  acres  near 
Silver  City,  there  remaining  until  1900, 
when  he  returned  to  the  former  place.  He 
j  ij  now  the  owner  of  two  very  valuable  prop- 
!  erties.  the  Spring  Valley  Stock  Farm,  com- 
prising three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and 
the  Maple  Grove  Stock  Farm,  of  fifteen 
j  hundred  acres.  During  the  early  years  of 
'  his  connection  with  farming  interests  of 
Iowa  he  engaged  in  the  raising  of  various 
crops  adapted  tu  this  climate,  but  in  later 
years  he  has  gi\en  his  time  largely  to  stock- 
farming,  raising  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  but 
makes  a  specialty  of  the  first  named.  He 
lias  a  very  fine  herd  of  thoroughbred  Here- 
ford cattle,  numbering  from  two  to  three 
liundred  head.  He  established  this  herd 
November  5,  1891,  and  in  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  Herefords  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, having  some  very  fine  stock.  He 
l)eiian  w  ith  four  cows  and  one  bull,  the  for- 
mer  from  such  famous  sires  as  Anxiety  4th 
and  Grove  3d;  and  since  then  strains  from 
the  famous  Lord  Wilton,  Archibald,  St. 
Louis.  Komeo,  Lord  Derby,  Hesiod  29th, 
and  more  directly  in  this  herd  Lord  Bran- 
dt »n,  h^arl  of  Shadeland  30th,  the  World's 
Fair  champion  at  Chicago,  for  his-get;  Lord' 
Merlin,  now  at  the  head  of  this  herd,  wdiich 
bull  was  sired  by  the  noted  Captain  Grove 
i  2d,   for  many  years  at  the  head  of  C.   G, 
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Comstock's  herd;  Hilarity,  a  son  of  the  cele- 
brated Corrector;  Lord  Laurel,  from  the 
famous  Beau  Brummel.  Jr. ;  Glen  wood,  a 
son  of  the  great  Alercury;  Bowman's  Pro- 
hfic.  of  the  Lord  AA'ilton  strain,  of  extra- 
ordinary good  qualities,  and  in  fact,  from 
nearly  all  the  leading  sires,  as  opportunity 
offered. 

]\Ir.  Rew  refuses  to  fix  any  price  for  his 
best  cows.  By  purchasing  no  sires  but  those 
of  individual  merit  he  has  developed  a  herd 
equal  to  any  in  the  state.  He  has  done 
much  to  improve  the  grade  of  stock  raised  in 
his  portion  of  Iowa  and  in  consequence  his 
labors  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  state ; 
for  as  the  grade  of  stock  is  improved  its 
market  value  naturally  increases  and  the 
farmers  therefore  receive  higher  prices.  He 
feeds  and  disposes  each  year  of  about  two 
thousand  head  of  cattle  for  market,  ship- 
ping to  Chicago  about  one  hundred  car- 
loads. Not  only  does  he  feed  the  grain  which 
he  raises  but  annually  buys  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
bushels  of  corn,  thereby  pro\-iding  an  ex- 
cellent market  for  the  products  of  the  farms 
ir  the  neighborhood.  He  has  become  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  stock- 
men of  Iowa,  and  his  business  each  year 
amounts  to  many  thousands  of  dollars.  One 
reason  of  his  success  is  the  personal  super- 
vision which  he  gives  to  his  farming  and 
stock-raising  interests.  He  has  made  a  close 
study  of  the  question  of  caring  for  stock, 
knows  their  needs  and  provides  for  them 
such  shelter  and  feed  as  will  conduce  to  the 
best  results  among  the  herd. 

In  1874  ]\Ir.  Rew  was  united  in  marriage 
to  ]\Iiss  Phebe  A.  ^Miller,  who  was  born  in 
Indiana  and  is  a  daughter  of  Johnson  and 


Elizabeth  (Kisling)  Miller.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rew  have  been  born  nine  children,  but 
only  one  is  now  living,  Elizabeth  M.,  who 
is  the  wife  of  James  Burgoin,  a  farmer  of 
Ingraham  township.  Mills  county,  by  whom 
she  has  one  son,  born  Februar}-  25,  1901. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rew  died  in  infancy  and  early 
childhood,  with  the  exception  of  John  E. 
and  Clifford  ^^^,  both  of  whom  passed  away 
when  about  eleven  years  of  age.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Rew  is  a  Democrat,  be- 
lieving in  the  principles  of  the  party;  but 
at  local  elections,  where  no  national  issue 
is  invoh'cd,  he  often  casts  his  ballot  regard- 
less of  party  affiliations,  considering  only 
the  capability  of  the  candidates.  He  has 
never  sought  or  desired  official  honors  for 
himself  and  has  never  served  in  office,  save 
that  of  trustee  of  his  school  district.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he 
serves  as  one  of  the  officers.  They  have 
a  very  pleasant  home,  which  was  erected  in 
1886.  It  is  built  in  modern  style  of  archi- 
tecture and  is  supplied  with  all  of  the  con- 
veniences and  accessories  which  add  to  the 
comfort  of  life. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  career  of  one  of  the 
valued  adopted  citizens  of  the  republic.  Com- 
ing to  this  country  as  a  young  man  with- 
out capital,  he  has  improved  his  opportuni- 
ties, and  by  diligence,  perseverance  and  un- 
faltering industry  he  has  advanced  steadily 
on  the  high  road  to  success.  He  owes  his 
prosperity  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  and 
his  close  application  as  the  years  have  rolled 
bv  have  won  for  him  rank  among  the  lead- 
ing and  prosperous  stock-raisers  of  the  state 
of  Iowa. 
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JOHN   II.   STrr.BS. 

John  li.  Stubbs,  who  is  iiunibcrcd 
among-  the  agriculturists  and  stock-raisers 
of  lientcju  township,  l-'reniont  county,  is  a 
iiati\e  of  Illinois,  his  birth  lia\ing  occurred 
in  Edgar  county,  on  the  i8th  of  December, 
1863.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
Jesse  Stubbs.  was  born  in  northern  Oliio.  in 
181J.  and  died  in  \'ermiillion,  Edgar  coun- 
t}'.  Illinois,  in  1883.  He  was  a  carpenter, 
contractor  and  architect,  and  spent  the 
greater  jiart  of  his  life  in  Indiana,  but  his 
last  days  were  i)assed  in  Illinois.  Me  was 
twice  married  and  had  live  children — three 
sons  and  two  daughters — Ijy  the  first  union. 
His  business  affairs  were  capably  con- 
ducted and  brought  to  him  a  comfortable 
competence.  B.  F.  Stubbs,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Indiana.  Septem- 
ber 2,  1839,  and  having  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity  he  wedded  Hettie  Cassle,  of  Ed- 
gar county,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Lodemah  (Cussic)  Cassle.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  in  Edgar 
county,  Illinois,  December  20,  i860,  and 
there  resided  until  1870,  when  they  came  to 
Fremont  county,  Iowa,  taking  up  their 
abode  near  Percival.  The  father  rented 
land  for  five  years  and  then  purchased  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres,  in  the  fall  of  1875. 
In  the  following  spring  he  took  up  his 
.abode  thereon.  In  his  early  life  Mr.  Stubbs 
had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  'of  !his 
father,  but  after  his  riiarriage  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  which  he  made  his 
life  work.  Unto  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs 
were  born  four  children,  two  daughters 
and  two  sons.  Lodemah  Isabel  is  the  wife 
of  L.  P.  Hummel  and  resides  on  the  old 
farm  near  Percival.  They  have  one  daugh- 


ter. John  H.  is  the  next  of  the  family. 
'  William  11.  resides  on  his  farm  near  Tabor 
and  has  a  wife  but  W)  children.  M.  Myr- 
tle is  the  wife  of  John  Broderick,  of  Fair- 
field, Clay  county,  Nebraska.  The  children 
were  provided  with  excellent  etlucational 
privileges  and  all  have  been  successful 
teachers.  Myrtle  is  a  graduate  (jf  the  Lin- 
coln Normal  College,  wherein  she  pursued 
the  scientific  course,  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen she  began  teaching,  following  that 
profession  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  in  1864, 
Mr.  Stubbs.  the  father  of  his  family,  en- 
tered the  volunteer  service  from  Edgar  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  as  a  member  of  Company  C, 
Fifty-first  Illinois  Infantry.  Fie  is  now  a 
pensioner  tmder  the  law,  receiving  eight 
dollars  per  month.  On  the  27th  of  March, 
1900.  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight  years,  two  months  and  four  days.  She 
was  not  only  a  no1)le  and  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  but  was  an  acti\'e  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  in  earh-  life,  and  after 
coming  to  Iowa  became  an  earnest  worker 
in  the  ^Methodist  church.  Fler  children  rise 
up  and  call  her  blessed,  and  all  who  know 
her  respect  her  for  her  many  estimable  char- 
acteristics. 

John  H.  Stubbs.  the  subject  of  this  re- 
\iew.  remained  under  tlie  parental  roof  ini- 
til  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
married,  on  the  nth  of  February.  1891,  to 
Miss  M.  Jane  Furman.  She  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Shamokin.  Northumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania.  November  23.  1865, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Moore  and  Nancy 
Ann  (Lytle)  Furman.  wlio  are  now  lixing 
in  Riverton.  Iowa.  For  six  consecutive 
years  before  her  marriage  ]Mrs.  Stubbs  stic- 
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Air.  Stiib1)s  also  taught  for 
After  their  marriage  the  3'oinig 


cessfiilly  engaged  in  teaching,  not  missing 
a  single  term 
three  terms, 
couple    began    their    domestic    life    on    the 
farm  of  five  hundred  acres  which  has  since 
been  their  home,  and  he  has  very  success- 
fully continued  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
He  purchased  a  farm  valued  at  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  located  two  and 
a  quarter  miles  north  of  Percival,  and  has 
operated   that   land   in  connection  with   his 
home    farm.      On   three    hundred    or   three 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  he  has  grown  from 
ten  to  fifteen  thousand  bushels  of  corn  each 
year,  and  has  fed  about'  one-half  of  this  to 
his   stock.      He   raises  Angus  polled   cattle 
and  Poland  China  hogs,  and  he  has  raised 
registered  stock  of  both.     He  has  sold  this 
year  fifty  head  of  Angus  polled  cattle  of  his 
own  raising  and  has  purchased  others.     He 
raises    Poland    China   hogs    of    the    finest 
grade    and    annuall}-    sells    two    car-loads, 
which  he  has  bred  and  raised.     He  has  not 
only  made  a  success  financially,  but  has  the 
well-earned  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
leading    stockbreeders    and    raisers    of    his 
township.     He  sustains  an  unassailable  rep- 
utation for  probity  in  business,  and  his  well- 
directed  efforts  have  'brought  to  him  very 
creditable  success.     In  the  fall  of   1900  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  a  mile  east  of  Riverton-  and  expects  to 
take  up  his  aljode  thereon  in  the  spring  of 
1901.     His  has  been  a  busy,  useful,  active 
life,   in  which    fidelity    to    duty,  honorable 
business     eft'orts   and     unflagging    industry 
have  brought  t(»  him  a  xery  creditalile  suc- 
cess. 

Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Stubbs  have  been 
born  four  children:  Walter  C,  who  was 
born  November  16,  1891  ;  William  E.,  born 


Alarch  26,  1893;  John  Harold,  who  was 
born  August  19,  1897,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years,  six  months  and  sixteen  days; 
and  Edna  Lucile,  born  February  20,  1899. 
In  his  political  afiiliations  ]\Ir.  Stubbs  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  but  has  never  sought 
or  desired  the  emoluments  of  public  office. 
Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  Meth- 
odists. 


JOHN  J.  MASS. 

Germany  has  furnished  to  the  United 
States  an  element  in  its  citizenship  which 
has  been  potent  in  its  tendency  for  progress 
and  prosperity.  German  thrift  has  brought 
success  in  ex'ery  community  in  which  it  has 
been  planted,  and  Iowa  is  justly  proud  of 
her  honest  and  industrious  citizens  of  that 
nationality.  Mills  county  has  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  such,  and  among  the  most  prom- 
inent of  the  class  is  John  J.  ]\Iass,  the  well- 
known  stockman  of  Ingraham  township,  the 
owner  of  foiU"  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on 
sections  8  and  9. 

John  J.  Mass  was  born  at  Swansen,  Ger- 
many, December  7,  1849,  ^  son  of  Caz  Mass 
and  his  wife,  who  was  Katie  Quorman,  and 
came  alone  to  America  in  1870,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.  He  made  his  way  di- 
rectly to  Pottawattamie  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  had  a  cousin  and  where  he  arrived  July 
2(1.  Four  years  later  his  father  and  mother 
and  brothers  and  sisters  came.  The  family 
originally  consisted  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  John  J.  Mass  was  the  first  born.  Mr. 
Alass  located  at  Silver  City  and  three  of  his 
sons  and  five  of  his  daughters,  each  mar- 
ried and  with  a  family,  are  settled  near  by. 

John  J.  Mass  received  a  good  education 
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in  his  nati\c  land  and  has  ac<|nircil  a  good 
kntiwledge  of  luigiish 'since  lie  came  to 
.America.  When  h.e  anixed  at  Council 
Bluffs,  on  his  wax-  to  his  cabins,  he  had 
fifteen  dollars  in  money,  which  he  spent  for 
a  suit  of  what  he  called  American  clothes, 
discardino-  the  outfit  he  had  worn  from  the 
fatherland.  J  lis  father  was  a  cooper  in  Ger- 
many and.  though  he  was  the  owner  of  three 
acres  of  land,  was  in  hunihlc  circumstances 
and  was  not  ahle  to  start  him  out  in 
hetter  shape  financially.  He  had  devoted 
his  time  from  his  fifteentli  (o  his  twen- 
t\'-first  year  to  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  and  during  that  lime  he  h;id  saved 
onlv  thirtv-seven  dollars,  with  which  small 
cai)ital  he  had  come  to  America,  not  only 
to  better  his  fortunes,  but  to  a\-oid  con- 
scription in  the  German  army.  He  be- 
gan his  active  career  in  h)wa.  working 
by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  and  his 
first  landed  possession  was  eight)'  acres  of 
wikl  and  unbroken  [)rairie.  to  which  he  added 
by  subsequent  purchases  until  he  owned  two 
bamdred  and  sixty  acres  in  Pottawattamie 
county,  where  he  farmed  successfully  until 
1887.  wdien  he  came  to  Silver  City.  Alills 
count)-,  and  conducted  a  meat  market  for 
four  years.  Meantime,  in  the  fall  of  i88r. 
he  bought  his  farm  of  four  hundred  and 
eiehtv  acres,  ufiw  worth  sixty-fi\e  dollars  an 
acre,  in  Ingraham  township.  He  ^wns  al- 
together four  hundred  and  eight)-  acres  of 
good  farm  land,  giving  personal  attention 
to  his  Mills  county  farm  and  having  tenants 
on  his  two  farms  in  Pottawattaniie  county. 
}le  has  become  prominent  as  a  stock  farmer 
and  gives  special  attention  to  the  l)reeding 
of  cattle,  horses,  mules  and  hogs.  1  Ic  breeds 
Herefords  of  pure  blood  and  kee])s  from 
sixty  to  two  hundred   head   on   hands  most 


of  the  time.  He  usually  keeps  from  sixty 
to  seventy-five  cows  and  raises  their  calves, 
and  from  twenty-fi\'e  to  sixty  head  of  horses 
.and  mules  are  to  be  found  on  his  fanii  at 
almost  an)-  time.  C)f  lings  he  sells  from 
one  hundred  to  tw-o  hundred  and  fifty  a 
)ear,  raising  Poland  Chinas  for  the  market. 
He  feeds  all  his  crops,  except  wheat,  to  bis 
stock  and  buys  some  feed  each  year.  His 
farm  is  well  sui)plied  with  barns,  stal^ies  and 
granaries  and  other  outbuildings.  His  resi- 
dence was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1899  and  his 
present  commodious  brick  and  frame  house 
was  built   immediately  afterward. 

Politically  Mr.  Mass  is  a  Democrat  and 
he  has  filled  the  ofiice  of  road  supervisor  in 
his  township  for  four  years.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
He  was  married  May  8.  1876.  t;)  Sophia 
\'oss.  a  native  of  Holstein.  Germany,  and  a 
daughter  of  Louis  and  Sophia  (  Lowe)  \'oss, 
who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  with  her  parents,  who  are  farmers  in 
Xebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mass  have  had 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living: 
William,  aged  twenty;  Sarah,  aged  eight- 
een ;  Otto,  aged  sixteen ;  Ella,  who  is  a 
woman  grown  at  thirteen  years:  Lena,  aged 
eleven;  Laura,  aged  nine;  Mary,  aged  six; 
and  Bertha,  who  is  one  of  the  l)rightest 
two-year-old  children  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Mass  is  a  man  of  public  spirit,  who  has 
given  the  same  attention  to  official  duties 
as  to  his  private  business,  and  has  demon- 
strated his  good  citizenship  in  mail)-  ways. 


JAMES  F.  G ALBKATTH. 

For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
James  F.  (ialbraith  has  been  a  resident  of 
Mills  county,  actively  identified  with  its  ag- 
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riciiltural  interests,  but  has  now  put  aside 
the  more  arduous  cares  and  duties  of  the 
farm  and  resides  in  Emerson,  there  enjoying 
in  Ijusiness  retirement  the  fruits  of  his  for- 
mer toil.  His  life  has  certainly  been  a  busy 
and  useful  one.  and  to  no  outside  aid  or  in- 
fluence may  be  attributed  his  prosperity,  save 
that  he  received  one  thousand  dollars. 
Otherwise  all  that  he  possesses  he  owes  to 
his  own  carefully  planned  and  executed 
efforts. 

Mr.  Galbraith  is  a  native  of  the  neigh- 
boring- state  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred  there,  in  Henderson  county,  on  the 
1 2th  of  September,  1851.  His  father,  Sam- 
uel Galbraith,  was  born  in  Tennessee  and 
about  1834  drove  from  that  state  across  the 
country  to  Illinois,  takiiig  up  his  abode  in 
Henderson  county,  where  he  reared  his  fam- 
ily. His  son  James  spent  his  youthful  days 
at  the  old  homestead  under  his  parents'  care 
and  guidance,  and  enjoyed  the  educational 
privileges  afforded  by  the  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Iowa, — Mills  county 
being  his  destination.  Here  he  began  life 
on  his  own  account  and  has  found  that  the 
storehouse  of  prosperity  yields  its  treasures 
in  return  for  unfaltering-  industry.  He  first 
located  in  Anderson  township,  but  after  two 
years  purchased  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  acres  of  hnd  in  Indian 
Creek  township,  whereon  he  has  since  made 
his-liome.  The  work  of  the  fields  he  has  dili- 
gently prosecuted,  plowing  and  planting, 
and  when  the  summer  sun  had  ripened  the 
grain  he  garnered  the  harvests  which  were 
then  placed  upon  the  market,  bringing  him 
a  good  financial  return. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1877,  J\Ir. 
Galbraith  was  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss 


Albina  McGrew,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  they 
now  have  three  children :  Ida  M.,  Charles 
O.  and  Harry  LeRoy,  all  with  their  parents. 
In  the  political  affairs  of  the  community  Mr. 
Galbraith  takes  considerable  interest  and 
does  wdiatever  lies  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  cause  of  the  Democracy,  with  which  he 
has  been  allied  since  attaining  his  majority, 
Vv'hen  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Seymour.  He  has  served  as  road  super- 
visor, but  has  not  coveted  office  as  a  reward 
for  party  allegiance.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  to  wdiich  the  family  also 
belongs,  and  in  its  work  he  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest, contributing  liberally  to  its  support, 
and  aiding  in  the  ad\'ancement  of  the  cause. 
His  business  dealings  have  ever  been  char- 
acterized by  the  strictest  honesty  and  his 
Christian  principles  have  ever  permeated  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  in  both  public  and 
private  life. 


ALFRED  R.  BOBBITT. 

A  prominent  citizen,  old  settler  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Sidney 
township.  Fremont  county.  Iowa,  is  Alfred 
R.  Bobbitt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  Kentucky  December  9,  1832, 
and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Margaret  (Mann) 
Bobbitt.  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  for- 
mer born  September  3,  1798,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1866,  and  the  latter,  born  October 
16,  1800,  died  November  18,  1873.  They 
were  married  in  1821.  James  Bobbitt  was  a 
son  of  Randolph  Bobbitt,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  but  died  in  Kentucky.  James  Bob- 
bitt was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  our 
subject  being  the  sixth  of  the  family,  the 
record  being :  Nancy  Ann,  who  is  the  wife 
of  John   Baylor;   Martha   Ellen,    who   died 
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in  tlie  fall  of  1X93;  Lucinda.  who  died  in 
infancy;  I'.zra.  wlio  died  in  infancy;  our 
snbject ;  I'^li/.a.  who  was  the  wife  of  A.  C. 
Bonwell.  and  died  in  this  township;  Samuel 
J.,  who  died  in  Indiana;  ^^atilda,  who  was 
tlie  wife  of  T.  P.  Martin,  and  (Hed  near 
Thurman.  in  1863;  Joseph,  who  died  when 
sixt\'-four;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  T.  C. 
Hatton,  resides  near  Si(hiey;  and  Benjamin 
C.  C,  who  was  a  solcher  in  the  I'oinlh  Towa 
Ca\'alrv.  enlisting"  in  i86_'.  and  serx'ed  three 
years,  and  now  resides  in  Sidney,  retired 
from   hnsiness. 

The  parents  of  our  snl)ject  emigrated  to 
Iowa  in  1849  from  Marion  county,  Indiana, 
leaving-  there  in  the  manner  of  emigrants, 
with  covered  wagons,  drawn  h}'  two-horse 
teams,  their  journey  occupying  the  time 
from  the  T5th  of  September  to  the  mid- 
dle of  Xo\ember.  They  came  with  limit- 
ed means,  their  nione\-  amounting  to  only 
fifty  dollars,  although  one  hundred  dol- 
lars was  still  owing  them  from  the  sale 
of  goods  in  Indiana.  Tliev  settled  on  a 
Sfovernment  claim,  and  when  it  was  resur- 
veved  and  came  into  the  market  Mr.  Boh- 
hitt  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  this 
tract  still  belonging  to  the  family. 

Our  subject  had  but  meager  school  ad- 
vantages. He  was  taken  from  Kentucky 
to  Marion  county,  Indiana,  in  1833,  when 
two  years  old.  His  recollection  of  his  early 
school-house  with  its  primitive  furniture  is 
still  very  easily  recalled.  But  little  chance 
was  given  him  to  take  advantage  of  the  few 
opportunities  offered.  When  he  accompanied 
his  family  to  Iowa,  a  boy  of  sev^enteen,  his 
money  was  less  than  fifty  cents.  Until  mar- 
riage he  remained  at  home  assisting  his  fa- 
ther, the  care  of  the  land  and  stock  recjuir- 
ipg  hard  and  persevering  work. 


The  m.arriage  of  Mr.  Bobbitt  tocik  place 
on  June  -M  .  i^^^S.  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Pugh, 
a  daughter  of  lohn  and  S;irah  (Cluard) 
Pugh.  She  was  born  in  Ohio  Xovember  17, 
1833,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents 
in  1854.  They  engaged  in  farming  and  were 
respected  in  the  community  at  the  time  of 
tlieir  demise,  she  at  the  age  of  seventy-three, 
he  when  he  was  seventy-five  years  old.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobbitt  are  Orren, 
who  lives  at  home;  Emma,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Albert  (lore  and  resides  in  Billings,  Mon-r 
tana;  hjnnlit,  who  is  a  farmer  in  the  vi- 
cinity; Clay,  who  is  a  Presbyterian  minister 
in  Pottawattamie  county,  Iowa;  Jane,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Max  M.  Snodgrass,  a  farmer 
of  this  township;  Frank,  who  is  a  farmer 
of  this  township:  Kichanl.  a  farmer  in  this 
townshii);  Elma,  who  is  the  wife  of  M.  P. 
Server,  a  commercial  traveler  for  Fairbanks, 
Morse  &  Company;  Alma,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Hume  Merchant,  and  ^-esides  at  Knox, 
Iowa;  and  Alba,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  and  one-half  months.  The  three  last 
named  were  triplets. 

The  large  and  productive  farm  of  Mr. 
Bobbitt  consists  of  four  lumdred  and  ninety 
acres  of  hue  land,  upon  which  he  conducts 
general  farming,  growing  corn,  wheat,  hay 
and  oats,  and  also  breeds  stock  of  all  kinds, 
— horses,  mules  and  many  shorthorn  cattle, 
— this  strain  of  cattle  meeting  with  his  high- 
est approval.  In  1856  he  built  his  first 
house,  but  in  187J  it  was  burned  with  all 
its  contents,  and  he  then  erected  his  present 
comfortable  brick  residence  and  two  good 
barns.  Peace  and  plenty  reign  on  this  place, 
and  Mr.  r.obl)itt  is  highly  regarded  by  all 
his  neighbors,  he  being,  with  one  exception, 
the  oldest  settler  in  the  vicinity. 

For  manv  vears  (.ur  subject  has  been  an 
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influential  and  representati\-e  man  in  the 
township.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  poHtical 
opinions  and  has  served  acceptably  as  town- 
ship trustee  and  as  county  commissioner. 
Socially  he  has  long  been  connected  with  the 
]Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son, while  three  of  his  sons  are  ]\Iaster  ]\Ia- 
sons.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  church,  the  only  one 
now  living  in  this  neighborhood,  with  which 
religious  denomination  his  wife  and  family 
are  also  connected.  The  family  is  well  and 
faN'orably  known  through  a  wide  section  of 
country,  and  possesses  the  esteem  which 
lionest  living  and  capable  public  ser\-ice  de- 
serve. 


GEORGE  MOGRIDGE.  M.  D. 

An  example  of  a  self-made  American 
citizen  and  an  exemplification  of  the  progress 
that  an  ambitious  foreigner  can  make  in 
this  c juntry  of  unbounded  opportunities,  is 
shown  in  the  case  of  Dr.  George  ^logridge, 
of  Glenwood,  Iowa,  one  of  the  leading  Eng- 
lish-American residents  of  Iowa.  His  suc- 
cess is  due  to  his  own  energy  and  the  high 
ideal  which  his  lofty  and  laudable  ambi- 
tion places  before  him.  Success  in  any  walk 
of  life  is  an  indication  of  earnest  endeavor 
and  ])erserving  effort. — characteristics  that 
Dr.  Mogridge  possesses  in  an  eminent  de-  | 
gree. 

He  was  born  in  Salford,  England,  June 
3.  1856.  The  Mogridge  family  is  of  French 
origin.  The  ancestors  were  Huguenots 
Avho  were  ejected  from  France  or  were 
forced  to  leave  there  on  account  of  religious 
persecutions.  They  settled  in  London  and 
engaged  in  the  early  silk-wea\-ing  industries 
in  that  city.     John  3iIogridge,  the  grandfa- 


ther of  our  subject,  was  born  in  London, 
and  married  a  Miss  Blackmore,  whose  par- 
ents were  allied  with  the  Society  of  Friends. 
She  also  was  a  nati\e  of  London,  and  both 
she  and  her  husband  died  in  the  world's 
metropolis.  He  was  a  silk-weaver  by  trade, 
following  his  vocation  throughout  life. 
Their  son.  Edwin  Mogridge,  was  born  in 
London,  England,  in  1824,  and  by  occupa- 
tion was  a  furrier  in  his  early  years,  and 
later  a  dry-salter.  He  spent  his  entire  life 
in  his  native  land,  his  death  occurring  in 
Manchester  in  1876.  He  married  Hannah 
Chapman,  a  daughter  of  George  Chapman, 
who  served  for  forty  years  in  the  British 
army,  in  the  Second  Dragoon  Guards,  and 
during  this  long  period  of  service  he  saw 
active  service  in  many  parts  of  the  British 
dominion.  He  was  a  member  of  the  York 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  most  ancient 
Masonic  lodge  in  the  world.  He  died  in 
Manchester,  England,  and  his  wife's  death 
occurred  in  Norwich.  Their  Yorkshire  an- 
cestry can  be  traced  back  through  many  gen- 
erations. Their  daughter  Hannah  was  mar- 
ried to  Edwin  Mogridge,  in  1853,  in  the  his- 
toric church  of  St.  Nicholas,  Cole  Abbey, 
in  London.  She  was  born  in  Norwich,  Eng- 
land, her  death  occurring  when  she  was  six- 
ty-three years  of  age. 

Dr.  George  Mogridge  was  their  only 
child.  That  he  was  surrounded  by  tender 
care  in  his  youth  is  indicated  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  cherishes  the  memory  of  his 
parents.  He  obtained  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Manchester,  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age  his  father  died 
and  it  then  became  necessary  that  he  should 
l)rovide  for  his  own  support.  According!}' 
he  entered  the  service  of  a  law  firm.  Dur- 
ing the  earlier  years  that  he  was  in  their 
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cniplt))'  he  su[)i)lcnientcil  his  cdiicatinn  \)\ 
attendiiisj;-  evening  classes  at  the  Mechanics' 
Institute  anil  other  eNenin"-  schools  in  Man- 
Chester. 

At  the  a"e  of  t\vent\-l"'>ur.  in  i  SSo,  he 
came  to  the  I'nited  States,  believing-  that 
he  might  have  better  ()])])( irtunities  in  the 
new  worlil.  lie  made  his  way  <lirect  to 
Lass  cnuni}.  l«i\\a,  where  he  worked  In' 
the  da}-  or  month,  principally  following  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  yet  scorning  no  employ- 
ment that  would  yield  him  an  honorable  liv- 
ino-.  He  desired,  however,  to  make  the 
practice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  and  ulii- 
mateh',  as  the  result  of  his  imhislr)-  and 
econonu',  he  was  enable<l  to  matriculate  in 
the  Omaha  Medical  College,  in  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1894.  Prior  to  that  time  he  had  bee-  mie  con- 
nected with  the  State  Institution  for  Feeble 
IMinded  Children.  llis  first  emi)loyment 
there  was  in  having  charge  of  a  class  of 
children.  His  observation  and  experience 
there  fitted  him  somewhat  for  the  profes- 
sion which  he  wished  to  follow  as  a  life 
work,  and  as  soon  as  he  found  opportunity 
he  took  up  his  studies  in  the  Omaha  Medical 
College,  where  he  remained  until  iiis  grad- 
uaiiou  in  1894.  After  recei\-ing  his  diploma 
he  was  made  chief  assistant  to  Dr.  Powell, 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  thi  institution, 
and  has  since  filled  that  important  position 
in  a  most  capal)le  and  worthy  manner.  His 
knowledge  of  medicine  is  comprehensi\e  and 
accurate  and  he  displays  marked  ability  in 
a|)i)lying  its  princii)les  to  the  needs  of  those 
A\  ho  are  under  his  care.  Pie  has  that  broad 
humanitarian  spirit  without  which  the  physi- 
cian can  never  be  successful.  He  is  most 
])alient  and  prunstaking  in  his  care  of  the 
mi  fortunate  ones  who  come  under  his  care 


and  super\ision,  and  his  work  has  Ijeen  at- 
tended   with    most   excellent   results. 

On  the  7th  of  May.  1895.  Mr.  Mogridge 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  E. 
Pobinson,  who  was  born  in  Livingston 
county.  \ew  \'ork,  a  daughter  of  Martin 
\' .  and  Almira  Rol)inson.  natives  of  New 
^  ork  state.  He  died  in  Di.xon,  Illinois,  in 
iS(j4;  his  wife  lia<l  previously  died  in  War- 
saw,  New   York. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Dr.  Mogridge 
has  been  a  Republican  since  coming  to  the 
L'nited  States,  his  first  \ote  having  been  cast 
for  Benjamin  Harrison.  He  is  a  member 
of  \arious  societies,  including  the  Ma.sonic 
and  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternities.  He 
is  also  identilied  with  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  and  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession is  connected  with  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Southwestern  Iowa,  the  Missouri 
X'alley  Medical  Society,  the  Society  of  Med- 
ical Officers  of  Institutions  for  Feeble 
Minded  Persons,  and  also  a  meml)er  of  the 
National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections and  of  the  Iowa  State  Conference 
of  Charities  and  Corrections,  fie  is  likewise 
a  lecturer  mi  mental  diseases  of  children  in 
the  Omaha  ^Medical  College. 

He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Episcopal  church,  take  an  active  part  in  its 
work  and  co-operate  heartily  with  all  lines 
of  church  acti\ity.  He  is  serving  both  as 
warden  and  lay  reader  in  the  church.  The 
Doctor's  record  is  one  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation.  Less  than  ten  years  ago  he 
worked  upon  a  farm  in  Mills  county,  to-day 
he  is  the  scc(Mid  officer  in  one  of  the  leading 
eleemosynary  institution  of  the  state,  and, 
as  he  is  a  representative  of  a  profession 
where  advancement  dej^ends  upon  individual 
merit,    it   is   evident   that   he   possesses   sii- 
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perior  ability  and  that  he  is  devoting  him- 
self entirely  to  his  chosen  calling.  It  is 
perfectly  characteristic  of  the  man  that  his 
religious  life  is  simple,  sincere  and  yet  un- 
demonstrative, but  the  depth  of  his  con- 
victions shows  itself  in  his  daily  walk.  With 
the  passing  years  his  circle  of  friends  is  con- 
stantly growing,  and  is  limited  only  by  the 
circle  of  his  acquaintances.  As  a  citizen  he 
is  most  loyal  and  patriotic, — a  thorough 
American,  although  an  adopted  son, — up- 
holding- with  ardor  the  principles  and  insti- 
tutions of  republican  government.  His  fel- 
low townsmen  respect  him  for  his  genuine 
worth  and  admire  him  for  what  he  has  ac- 
complished, and  throughout  the  community 
he  is  spoken  of  in  terms  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation. 


RAXSDELL  BAYLOR. 

A  prominent  and  influential  agricult- 
urist and  stock-raiser  of  Scott  township, 
Fremont  county,  Iowa,  is  Ransdell  Baylor, 
the  subject  of  this  review.  He  was  born 
April  8,  1850,  and  now  resides  at  his  old 
home,  endeared  to  him  by  a  thousand  recol- 
lections. He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Bobbitt)  Baylor,  who  emigrated  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Indiana,  and  were  married  at  Pleas- 
ant View,  Marion  county,  in  1843.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Baylor, 
had  come  to  Iowa  and  located  near  Sidney, 
in  185 1,  where  he  died  in  1854,  aged  sixty- 
two,  his  wife  haying  died  several  years  prior 
to  this.  In  1849  Joliii  Baylor  and  family 
came  to  Fremont  countv,  Iowa,  bouoht  a 
small  tract  of  land  at  first  and  worked  hard. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  on  September  21, 
1871,  he  owned  eleven  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  this  township,  together  with 


a  quarter-section  of  land  adjoining  Sidney, 
and  also  owned  more  cattle  and  stock  than 
almost  any  other  farmer  in  this  district  at 
that  time.  He  was  born  in  Campbell  coun- 
ty. Kentucky,  in  1820,  Avas  reared  and  died 
in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  church  and  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
1822  and  died  November  21,  1880.  She  had 
been  the  faithful  mother  of  the  following 
children:  Caroline,  who  was  born  in  Indi- 
ana and  is  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Chesney,  of 
Tacoma,  \\^ashington;  Ransdell,  who  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Wallace,  who  resides 
in  Valley  Falls.  Kansas,  and  now  lives  re- 
tired ;  Senah,  who  is  the  wddow  of  R. 
Keenan,  of  Des  Moines ;  Clara,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Campbell,  and  died  at 
Willow  Springs,  Missouri;  and  Kate  L., 
Avho  is  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Brooks,  of  Des 
Moines. 

Our  subject  had  good  educational  ad- 
vantages in  his  youth,  supplemented  later 
by  two  years  at  Tabor  College,  following 
which  came  his  marriage,  on  August  31, 
1883,  to  Miss  Carrie  O.  Blymyer,  who  was 
born  in  Atchison  county,  Kansas,  Decem- 
ber I,  1859,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
John  C.  and  Harriet  C.  (Bowman)  Blym- 
yer, their  onlv  child.  Mr.  Blymer  died 
in  185 1,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight, 
and  Mrs.  Blymyer  married  Archibald 
Argyle,  but  is  now  again  a  widows  with 
two  daughters :  Belle,  who  is  the  wife  of 
R.  S.  Tate,  in  Sidney,  Iowa ;  and  Kate  R., 
who  is  the  wife  of  R.  P.  Lindsey  and  resides 
in  Sidney.  ]\Irs.  Argyle  is  a  well  preserved 
lady,  bearing  her  sixty-seven  years  easily, 
and  enjoys  life  surrounded  by  devoted  de- 
scendants.    The  only  child   of  our  subject 
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and  wife  is  Fahy  r)lyniyer.  wlm  was  born  on 
June  8.  1884.  and  is  a  student  in  'riinrman, 
a  bright  y(nni^-  man.  who  will  graduate  at 
the  earl}'  age  of  seventeen. 

The  farm  which  Mr.  Baylor  owns  and 
culti\ates  comprises  four  hundred  and  fif- 
teen acres,  which  he  divides  l)y  planting  one 
liundred  acres  to  corn,  reali^-ing  fifty  bushels 
to  the  acre,  and  other  grains  in  proportion, 
breeding  a  good  deal  of  stock  and  many 
cattle,  the  latter  being  shorthorns.  1  Te  keeps 
from  seventy-t'i\e  to  one  liundred  head  at 
one  time,  Ijreeding  from  registered  males, 
and  has  twenty  head  of  liorses,  working  four 
doul)le  teams.  He  utilizes  the  Poland  China 
stock  for  his  hogs,  and  considers  that  far 
superior  to  any  other  in  this  locality.  This 
farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Fremont  county, 
on  account  of  the  jjroductiveness  of  the  land, 
the  excellence  of  the  improvements  and  the 
fine  stock  of  all  kinds  it  affords  for  the 
market. 

Mr."  Baylor  has  l)een  long  ])rominently 
identified  w  itli  the  Democratic  party  and  has 
faithfully  served  as  a  township  trustee  and 
school  director.  He  was  the  choice  of  his 
party  for  the  state  legislature  in  1895.  l)ut 
was  defeated  on  account  of  his  party  being 
in  the  minority,  although  his  vote  was  very 
flattering.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
now  belongs  to  the  cha])tcr.  Socially  he 
is  very  popular  in  the  connnunity.  where 
he  and  liis  ancestry  have  lived  so  long.  The 
refined  and  educated  wife  of  j\Ir.  Baylor  is 
one  of  the  intelligent  leaders  of  modern  life 
in  Thurman.  The  beautiful  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baylor  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive in  the  county.  Mrs.  Baylor  has 
given  it  the  appropriate  name  of  Sycamore 
Place,    from   an   imposing  avenue  of   syca- 


more trees  planted  by  her  husband.  The 
residence  \vas  erected  1)\'  the  father  of  our 
suliject  in  1S61,  and  is  most  beautifully  lo- 
cated on  the  side  of  a  bluff,  the  view  taking 
in   manv   miles   of   surrounding  country. 


D.WID  L.  HEIXSHEIMFR. 

The  world  instinctively  pays  deference 
to  the  man  whose  success  has  been  worthily 
achieved,  who  has  attained  wealth  by  hon- 
orable business  methods,  acquired  the  high- 
est reputation  in  his  chosen  calling  by  merit, 
and  whose  social  prominence  is  not  the  less 
the  result  of  an  irreproachable  life  than  of 
recognized  natural  gifts.  Of  America  is  a 
self-made  man  a  product  and  the  rec(»rd  of 
accomplishment  in  this  individual  sense  is 
the  record  which  the  true  and  loyal  Amer- 
ican liolds  in  deepest  regard  and  highest 
honor.  In  tracing  the  career  of  the  subject 
of  this  re\icw  we  are  enabled  to  gain  a  rec- 
oenilion  of  this  sort  of  a  record,  for  he  is 
a  man  (^f  strong  mentalitv  and  one  who  by 
l:is  own  unaided  efforts  has  advanced 
steadilv  to  a  position  foremost  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  southern  Iowa.  He 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  firm  of  P.  I- 
Heinsheimcr  ^:  Company,  of  Glen  wood,  pro- 
prietors of  what  is  doubtless  the  largest  dry- 
goods  and  clothing  house  in  this  portic^n  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  ITeinsheimer  was  born  in  r>aden. 
Germany.  March  19.  1847.  His  jiarents 
were  Leoix)ld  and  Jeanette  (Bierman) 
Heinsheimer,  natives  of  Baden.  They  came 
to  America  when  the  subject  of  this  review 
was  six  years  of  age.  sailing  from  Havre. 
France,  in  the  year  1853.  ami  reaching  the 
harbor  of  Xew  \'ork  after  twenty-one  days 
spent  upon  the  broad  Atlantic.     The  father 
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was  a  baker  by  trade  and  followed  that  pur- 
suit in  the  new  world  for  about  eight  years. 
They  took  up  their  abode  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  Air.  Heinsheimer  engaged  in  the 
baking-  business,  providing  for  his  family 
in  that  way.  He  died  in  Cincinnati,  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years,  and  his  wife  there  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  forty.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

]\Ir.  Heinsheimer  of  this  review  pursued 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Cincinnati 
until  i860,  when  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
he  came  to  Alills  county,  Iowa,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  secured  a  clerk- 
ship with  D.  P.  Foster,  a  merchant  of  Glen- 
wood,  which  position  he  creditably  filled  for 
about  three  years,  or  until  1872.  when  his 
ability  and  business  capacity  secured  for  him 
a  partnership  in  the  enterprise.  His  em- 
plo}'er  recognizing  his  worth  gave  him  a 
share  in  the  business  and  the  relation  be- 
tween them  was  thus  maintained  until  1875, 
when  ]\Ir.  Heinsheimer  embarked  in  business 
alone  in  Glenwood.  He  established  a  dry- 
goods  and  clothing  house  and  was  sole  pro- 
prietor until  1878,  when  his  brother  Albert 
was  admitted  to  the  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  D.  L.  Heinsheimer  &  Brother. 
Under  that  name  the  store  was  successfully 
conducted  until  1894,  when  a  stock  company 
was  organized,  with  our  subject  as  president. 
He  has  since  remained  at  the  head  of  the  D. 
L.  Heinsheimer  Company  and  is  the  leading 
spirit  in  the  management  of  the  extensive 
dr3'-goods  and  clothing  house  controlled  by 
the  corporation.  They  carry  a  ^■ery  large 
stock  of  all  grades  of  goods  and  their  pat- 
ronage is  steadily  increasing,  for  the  firm 
enjoys  an  unassailable  reputation  in  trade 
circles.     Mr.  Heinsheimer  is  a  man  of  re- 


sourceful business  ability  whose  efforts  have 
not  been  confined  to  one  line,  but  have  been 
extended  into  several  fields  of  endeavor.  He 
is  the  president  of  the  Mills  County  National 
Bank,  a  position  he  has  occupied  for  four 
years.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  in- 
stitution since  1882  and  has  been  an  active 
factor  in  its  successful  conduct.  The  other 
officers  are  A.  D.  French,  cashier,  and  F. 
M.'  Bufiington,  vice-president,  the  latter  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Oak  township.  Our 
subject  is  also  the  owner  of  extensive  prop- 
erty interests,  having  farming  lands  and 
city  property  which  he  rents. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1870,  Mr. 
Heinsheimer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Pettinger,  of  Glenwood,  who  w^as  born 
in  England  and  was  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Pettinger.  Her  father  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  is  now 
residing  in  this  county,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  Her  mother  passed  away 
in  England.  They  were  the  parents  of  but 
one  child,  Mrs.  Sarah  Heinsheimer,  and  by 
a  second  marriage  the  father  had  another 
daughter — Mrs.  Sarah  Stewart. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinsheimer  have 
been  born  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet 
li\-ing,  as  follows :  Mrs.  Carrie  Shoninger, 
who  has  one  child  ;  Edward  R. ;  Jeanette  M. ; 
Lester  D. ;  and  Theresa.  All  were  born  in 
Glenwood. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Heinsheimer 
is  a  Republican,  having  given  his  unfaltering 
support  to  the  principles  of  the  party  since 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  U.  S. 
Grant.  He  served  as  one  of  the  presidential 
electors  for  McKinley  in  1896  and  was  a 
delegate  to  the  national  convention  in  1892 
when  General  Harrison  was  nominated  as 
the  presidential  candidate.    He  takes  a  deep 
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interest  in  the  cause  <»f  liis  prirty  and  does 
e\erytliin_q"  in  his  power  to  promote  its 
j^rowili  an<l  >ncccss.  ICchication  also  finds 
in  him  a  warm  friend  and  for  ci.f,diteen  years 
he  has  capal)ly  ser\ed  on  the  school  hoard, 
acting-  as  president  for  half  of  the  time. 
Since  atlainini^-  liis  majorjiy  he  has  heen  a 
memher  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  in  his 
life  exemplifies  its  henevolent  s])irit.  As  a 
citizen  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  exerything 
pertainini^-  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
and  his  financial  aid  has  heen  of  great  hene- 
fit  to  (lien wood.  lie  regards  this  as  a  pub- 
lic duty  and  as  a  i)ri\-ilege.  and  seeks  no 
official  return  therefor.  With  his  own  hand 
Mr.  Heinsheimer  has  shaped  his  destiny. 
The  common  testimony  of  him  is  that  he  is 
a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity. — a  (juality 
of  the  human  mind  that  we  could  scarcely 
overestimate  in  business  and  many  relations 
of  life;  a  man  who  sees  much  sooner  than 
he  speaks;  a  man  who  is  careful,  prudent 
and  honest ;  a  man  therefore  favored  not  by 
chance  hut  by  the  due  exercise  of  his  own 
good  qualities. 


DAVID  T.  DeSEL^T. 

Among  those  whose  lives  are  devoted 
to  educational  labors  and  who  ha\e  won  an 
enviable  reputation  in  Fremont  county  is 
David  T.  DeSelm,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Percival.  lie  was  lx)rn  in  Cam- 
bridge. Guernsey  county.  Ohio,  on  the  12th 
of  June.  1862.  and  is  of  French  lineage, 
his  paternal  grandfather  having  been  born 
near  Rouen,  France,  whence  he  came  to 
America  about  1800.  with  his  wife  and  three 
children.  He  was  a  farmer  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  carefully  conducting  his  busi- 
ness affairs  so  that  the\'  brought  to  him  a 


good  linancial  return.  The  family  was  in- 
creased until  it  numbered  eight  children,  five 
sons  and  threj  daughters.  John  DcSelm, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  fourth 
child  and  the  second  son.  All  were  married 
and  reared  large  families.  John  DeSelnr 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  near 
Ilarrisburg  in  i<So().  In  that  state  lie  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  there  wedded  Miss 
Mary  1  ledges,  whose  birth  occurred  near 
Richmond  in  1826.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hedges,  of  England,  who  emigrated 
to  the  new  world  and  became  the  owner  of 
a  large  plantation  and  a  number  of  slaves 
in  \'irginia.  l]elie\ing.  however,  that  the 
practices  of  slavery  were  n(jt  right,  he  freed 
his  negroes  and  removed  from  the  Old  Do- 
minion to  (3hio.  in  which  state  the  i)arents 
of  our  subject  were  married  in  1849.  Five 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  namelv: 
]\farcia.  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Boothe.  of  Tus- 
carawas county.  Ohio,  by  whom  he  has  five 
children;  John  15..  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years;  Xelson  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  Henry  L..  who  died  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
and  a  half  years;  and  David  T.  DeSelm. 

The  last  named  was  educated  in  his  na- 
ti\c  town,  Cambridge,  and  manifested  special 
aptitude  in  his  studies.  He  is  a  gentleman 
of  strong  mentality  and  thus  well  qualified 
for  the  profession  of  teaching.  He  taught 
his  first  school  in  1886,  among  the  sand  hills 
of  Merrick  c<iunty.  Xebraska,  fourteen  miles 
from  a  post-office.  There  he  resided  at  the 
time  of  the  great  blizzard  which  swept  (~>ver 
the  northwest  in  January.  1886.  and  which 
is  now  memorable  in  history.  He  supple- 
mented his  common-school  education  by  a 
normal  course,  also  by  collegiate  work,  and 
at  the  present  time  is  pursuing  a  course  in 
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the  correspondence  school  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. His  connection  with  educational  work 
as  a  teacher  covers  a  period  of  twelve  years, 
seven  of  which  have  been  passed  in  Fremont 
county.  He  was  the  principal  of  the  graded 
schools  at  Palmer,  Nebraska,  and  was  a 
grade  teacher  in  Central  City,  Nebraska. 
He  was  also  the  principal  of  the  Imogene 
school  in  Fremont  county,  and  came  to  Per- 
cival  in  August,  1897,  having  been  a  teacher 
in  the  schools  here  for  some  years.  He  has 
taught  in  the  Kellogg  district  and  is  now 
teaching  in  the  Ricketts  district.  He  is  also 
a  well-known  breeder  of  fine  chickens. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1899,  Mr.  De- 
Selm  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie 
Elder,  who  was  born  in  Fremont  county, 
Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Elizabeth  (Bryant)  Elder.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  her  mother  of  Kentucky, 
and  they  were  farming  people  who  became 
residents  of  Knox,  Fremont  county,  low^a. 
They  had  eight  children:  Mary,  the  wife 
of  C.  L.  Bishop;  Frances,  who  became  the 
wife  of  W.  T.  Lyon  and  died  at  the  age 
of  tw-enty-five,  leaving  three  children.  Sam- 
uel, who  is  li\'ing  on  the  old  home  farm  in 
Sidney  towaiship  where  his  parents  settled 
in  1877.  Jane,  the  wife  of  John  Proctor, 
who  resides  in  Sidney;  John,  who  died  in 
1886;  Emma,  who  died  November  8,  1900, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years;  Miranda, 
who  is  living  in  Sidney;  and  Mrs.  DeSelm. 
The  last  named  was  educated  in  Sidney  and 
for  three  years  was  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching.  The  father  died  in  1894,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  the  mother  is 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  De- 
Selm was  particularly  successful  in  school 
teaching  and  is  equally  proficient  as  the 
manager  of  her  household.     She  is  admired 


for  her  grace  and  beauty  of  person  and  char- 
acter, and  the  DeSelm  home  is  celebrated 
for  its  gracious  hospitalit}^  In  his  fraternal 
relations  Mr.  DeSelm  is  a  Master  Mason 
and  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat  and  in  religious  belief  is  a  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian,  holding  membership 
in  one  of  the  churches  of  that  denomination. 
His  labors  in  educational  circles  have  been 
attended  with  gratifying  success.  Many 
men  of  broad  knowledge  and  strong  men- 
tality do  not  make  competent  teachers,  but 
he  has  the  ability  to  impart  clearly  and  con- 
cisely to  others  the  knowledge  he  has  ac- 
Cjuired.  He  is  also  an  excellent  disciplinarian 
and  under  his  guidance  the  schools  of  Per- 
cival  and  vicinity  have  made  marked  ad- 
vancement and  are  a  credit  to  the  community. 


FRED  H.  ^lARTIN. 

Fred  H.  Martin,  a  prominent  and  enter- 
prising young  farmer  who  is  meeting  with 
creditable  success  in  his  agricultural  labors, 
represents  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
Fremont  county,  his  parents  having  come 
to  this  section  of  the  state  at  a  very  early 
period  in  its  development.  He  was  born 
in  Sidney  township,  Fremont  county,  in  the 
year.  1872,  a  son  of  A.  S.  and  Harriet 
(Phipps)  Martin.  The  father  is  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  in  Athens  county,  on  the  2d 
of  November,  1833.  He  was  only  four  years 
of  age  when,  in  1837,  he  was  taken  to  Illi- 
nois, the  family  locating  in  Coles  county. 
In  1853,  near  Carmago,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Phipps,  a  native 
of  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  whence  her  fa- 
ther removed  with  his  family  to  Carmago. 
In  i860  A.  S.  ]\Iartin  and  his  wife  came 
to  Fremont  countv,  casting;  in  their  lot  with 
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the  carK'  settlers  who  were  ciifraircfl  in 
openins;'  up  this  region  to  ci\ih/.ation.  They 
reare;l  a  family  of  tiiirteen  children  and  are 
now   residin<^"  in  Colorado. 

On  the  old  family  hi>mestca(l  Mr.  Martin 
of  this  re\iew  spent  the  days  of  his  child- 
hood and  youth.  .\s  soon  as  old  encnigh  to 
handle  the  plow  he  hegan  work  in  the  fields 
and  his  labors  proved  an  important  factor  in 
the  cultivation  and  development  of  the  land. 

'J'he  public  schools  of  the  neighliorhood 
afforded  him  his  educational  pri\-ileges  and 
he  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  in  1893,  ^Nliss 
Eva  Lena  Young  becoming  his  wife.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Robert  S.  and  Jimnia  (Rob- 
bins)  Young,  the  latter  now  deceased,  ller 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Ci\il  war,  par- 
ticipating in  many  engagements,  and  pass- 
ing through  many  thrilling  experiences.  On 
three  different  occasions  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner, and  at  one  time  he  aided  a  fellow  pris- 
oner t(j  escape  by  giving  him  his  three  days' 
rations,  and  thus  he  was  forced  to  go  with- 
out food  for  that  length  of  time.  Two  of 
his  brothers,  James  and  John  Young,  to- 
gether with  a  cousin.  Colonel  Palmer,  were 
also  in  the  army.  The  latter  was 'a  gallant 
officer  and  is  now  a  railroad  commissioner. 
The  home  of  Mr.  and  jMrs.  Alartin  is  bright- 
ened and  blessed  by  the  presence  of  tw^o  little 
sons,  Lyle  and  Lyman. 

Mr.  Martin  owns  and  operates  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres.  His  land  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  the  place  is  improved 
A\  ith  all  modern  accessories  and  conven- 
iences, including  the  best  machinery,  good 
fences,  substantial  buildings  and  high  grades 
of  stock.  Careful  consideration  of  the  po- 
litical issues  before  the  country  has  led  Mr. 
]^Iartin  io  give  his  support  to  the  men  and 


Pleasures  of  the  Democracy,  for  he  believes 
the  principles  of  that  party  cc^itain  the  best 
elements  of  gcjod  g(jvernment.  lie  and  his 
wife  enjoy  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  the 
entire  community  and  well  deserve  mention 
in    this   \-olume. 


JAMKS  J.  WILSOX. 

James  J.  Wilson,  the  well-known  and 
popular  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Malvern,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Monmouth, 
Illinois,  on  the  17th  of  November,  1856.  his 
parents  being  John  G.  and  ]\lelvina  (Skin- 
ner) Wilson,  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father 
died  at  Monmouth.  Illinois,  in  1885,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine.  The  mother  is  still  living 
in  Alonmouth  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Car- 
rie Ritchey. 

After  completing  his  education  in  the 
school  of  his  native  citv  Mr.  Wilson  was 
employed  as  a  bookkeeper  for  about  ten 
years,  and  w'as  also  engaged  in  farming  upon 
his  own  land  for  a  time.  In  1888  he  came 
to  Malvern  and  accepted  the  position  of 
bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank.  In 
1893  he  was  promoted  to  cashier,  which  re- 
sponsible position  he  has  since  efficiently 
filled.  He  has  gained  a  wide  reputation  as 
a  most  capable  financier,  and  to  his  business 
ability  and  sound  judgment  the  bank  owes 
much  of  its  success. 

On  the  _'<;th  of  Noveml)er.  1884,  Mr. 
Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Berigan,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Bridget  Berigan.  Bv  this  union  have  been 
born  two  children,  Robert  H.  and  Carrie. 
the  birth  of  both  haxing  occurred  in  Mal- 
vern. The  family  are  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  are  (|uite  prominent 
socially. 
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Politically  Air.  ^^'ilson  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party  since  cast- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
Hancock,  and  socially  he  has  affiliated  with 
the  Knio-hts  of  Pythias  for  several  vears. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pro- 
gressive business  men  of  ]\Ialvern,  and  well 
merits  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  uni- 
form Iv  held. 


DAVID  SANDILAND. 

Upon  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  located  on  section  4.  Indian 
Creek  township.  Mills  county,  resides  David 
Sandiland,  a  well-known  and  enterprising 
farmer,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
New  York,  October  5,  1847,  ^i''^  is  of  Scotch 
lineage.  His  father,  James  Sandiland,  was 
born  in  Scotland,  December  19,  18 13,  and 
was  the  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Bailey) 
Sandiland,  who  came  from  the  country  of 
hills  and  heather  to  America  in  1837.  They 
located  in  lower  Canada  and  there  spent 
their  .remaining  days,  the  father  passing 
away  when  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  while 
the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  ninety.  James 
Sandiland  left  home  in  1834,  traveled  over 
Upper  Canada,  and  in  1836  came  to  the 
United  States,  taking  up  his  abode  in  New 
York,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal 
to  the  west,  arriving  in  Detroit  on  the  day 
after  Van  Buren's  election.  In  1838  he 
became  a  resident  of  Illinois,  wdiere  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  brick. 

Subsequently,  however,  he  returned  to 
the  old  home,  where  he  remained  until  1843, 
and  he  was  married  there  to  J\Iiss  Janette 
Pringle,  who  was  also  born  in  Scotland,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Janette  Harriatt  Prin- 
gle.   Her  parents  came  to  the  United  States 


with  their  family  about  the  time  the  Sandi- 
land family  crossed  the  Atlantic  an:l  they, 
too,  located  in  Canada,  where  the  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  died  at  a  very 
advanced  age.  Mrs.  James  Sandiland  de- 
parted this  life  while  living  near  the  present 
home  of  our  subject,  when  sixty-eight  years 
of  age.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  yet  living.  After 
his  marriage  James  Sandiland  took  up  his 
abode  in  Franklin  county.  New  York,  and 
in  1857  came  to  Blackhawk  county,  Iowa. 
He  developed  fine  farms  in  both  counties 
and  is  now  spending  the  evening  of  life  in 
the  enjoyment  of  honored  retirement  from 
labor  in  Emerson. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
David  Sandiland  we  present  to  our  readers 
the  life  record  of  one  who  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  Mills  county.  On  his 
father's  farm  he  was  reared,  and  as  soon  as 
old  enough  to  handle  a  plow  he  took  his 
place  in  the  fields,  turning  the  furrows  in 
many  an  acre.  \\'hen  the  summer's  sun  had 
ripened  the  grain  he  harvested  the  crops  and 
in  the  winter  season  he  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  neighboring  schools.  In  August, 
1880,  he  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmeet 
on  life's  journey  ]\Iiss  Emma  Greiner.  They 
lost  one  daughter,  Ina,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years,  and  now  have  four  living 
children:  Libbie  M.,  G.  Earle,  Florence 
an*d  Clarence.  ]\Irs.  Sandiland  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  J.  and  Henrietta  (Lieber) 
Greiner,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  came  to  the  United  States  in  early 
life,  locating  in  New  York,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  father  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  and  the  mother 
when  se\enty-four  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sandiland  began  their  do- 
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mestic  life  111)011  their  present  farm,  com- 
prising- two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the 
rich  hmd  of  .Mills  count}',  lie  had  purchased 
the  land  the  year  previously  and  it  was  par- 
tially improved,  hut  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy he  has  continued  its  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment, and  now  the  rich  fields  bring  to 
him  an  excellent  return.  He  has  also  been 
engaged  in  the  stock  business  for  many  years. 
He  sustained  an  enviable  reputation  in  busi- 
ness circles  by  reason  of  his  fair  dealing 
and  iK^ne  dispute  tliat  his  success  is  well 
merited.  I  le  takes  an  acti\e  interest  in  local 
politics  and  has  l)een  a  Republican  since 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Gen- 
eral Grant.  He  has  filled  several  local  of- 
fices in  the  township  and  has  been  the  sec- 
retary of  the  school  board  for  nearly  thirty 
years.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion finds  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  with- 
holds his  aid  and  co-operation  from  no 
movement  or  measure  calculated  to  prove  of 
])iil)lic   lienefit. 


WIXFIELD  S.  LEWIS. 

The  profession  of  the  law  when  clothed 
with  its  true  dignity  and  purity  and  strength 
must  rank  first  among  the  callings  of  men, 
for  law  rules  the  universe.  The  work  of 
the  legal  ])rofession  is  to  formulate,  to  har- 
monize, to  regulate,  to  adjust,  to  administer 
those  rules  and  principles  that  underlie 
and  permeate  all  government  and  society  and 
control  the  various  relations  of  men.  As 
thus  viewed  there  attaches  to  the  legal  pro- 
fession a  nobleness  that  cannot  but  be  re- 
flected in  the  life  of  the  true  lawyer,  who, 
rising  to  the  responsibilities  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  honest  in  the  pursuit  of  his  pur- 
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ix)se,  embraces  the  richness  of  learning,  the 
profoundness  of  wisdom,  the  firmness  of  in- 
tegrity and  ilif  imrity  (jf  morals,  together 
with  the  graces  of  modesty,  C(jurtesy  and  the 
general  amenities  of  life.  Of  such  a  type 
Judge  Winfield  Scott  Lewis  is  a  representa- 
tive. '  For  sixteen  years  he  has  practiced  law 
in  Mills  ccjunty,  having  throughout  this 
peri(»(l  been  a  member  of  the  Glenwood  bar. 

The  Judge  is  numbered  among  the  na- 
ti\'e  sons  of  this  county,  his  birth  having 
here  occurred  on  the  8th  of  November,  1853. 
His  father,  Daniel  J.  Lewis,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  married  Harriet  Holston, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia.  They  were  farm- 
ing people  and  came  to  Iowa  during  its  ter- 
ritorial da}s.  arriving  here  in  1844.  They 
settled  near  Burlington  at  a  place  known  as 
iniin  Hill,  and  in  August,  1850.  came  to 
Mills  county,  where  they  were  among  the 
honored  pioneers.  They  cast  in  their  lot 
with  the  early  settlers,  and  the  father  under- 
took the  task  of  transforming  a  tract  of  the 
wild  prairie  into  a  finely  developed  farm. 
Me  vigorously  and  successfully  prosecuted 
his  work,  becoming  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  community.  Their  home  was 
about  eight  miles  east  of  Glenwood,  and  there 
they  resided  throughout  their  remaining 
days,  the  father  dying  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-tw(^  years,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  They  had 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  in 
Mills  county  Judge  Lewis  was  reared,  and 
in  the  work  of  the  farm  he  assisted,  per- 
forming his  share  in  the  labors  of  field  and 
meadow.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
until  seventeen  years  of  age  and  then  en- 
tered Tabor  College,  where  he  was  a  student 
for  tw(^  years.    Subsequently  he  matriculated 
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in   the    law   department   of     Iowa   College, 
among  his  classmates  being  several  who  ha\'e 
later  attained  fame  in  connection  with  juris- 
prudence.   He  was  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1874  and  immediately  after  his  graduation 
he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  l^egan 
practice  in  Malvern,  wdiere  he  remained  un- 
til  1890,  when  he  came  to  Glenwood,  the 
county  seat.     Here  he  has  since  enjoyed  a 
distinctively    representative    clientage.     He 
throws  himself  easily  and  naturally  into  the 
argument  with  marked  self  possession  and 
deliberation.     There  is  no  straining  after  ef- 
fect,  but   a   precision   and   clearness   in   his 
statement,  and  acuteness  and  strength  in  his 
argument  which  exhibit  a  mind  trained  in 
the  severest  school  of  investigation  and  to 
which  the  closest  reasoning  has  become  habit- 
ual.    He  has  a  large  practice  and  is  retained 
as  counsel  or  advocate  on  nearly  every  im- 
portant case  tried  in  the  courts  of  his  district. 
About  the  time  he  began  practice  Judge 
LeW'is  was  united  in  marriage  to  one  of  his 
schoolmates  of  early  days, — Miss  Mary  L. 
^^'itt,  who  was  born  in  Colorado,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Enoch  Witt.    Four  children  have  been 
born  unto  them:     Ulysses  G.,  who  is  now 
managing  his  father's  farm ;  Roy,  Laura  and 
Walter,  at  home.     The  eldest  son  married 
Tillie  Green  and  thev  have  a  son  and  daueh- 
ter,   Edwin  ^I.   and  \\'ilma.     The  children 
have  been  pro\-ided  with  good  educational 
pri^'ileges  and  theirs  is  a  bright  and  happy 
family,  the  members  of  the  household  oc- 
cupying an  enviable  position  in  social  circles 
where   true   worth  and   intelligence  are   re- 
ceixed  as  the  passports  into  good  society. 

The  Judge  has  long  been  recognized  as 
a  leader  in  political  circles  and  is  a  prom- 
inent Republican  whose  views  carry  w^eight 
in  the  councils  of  his  party.    From  1879  i-"^- 


til    1 88 1    he  represented  his  district   in  the 
state    legislature   of    Iowa   and     served    as 
speaker  pro  tem.     He  was  a  valued  member 
of  the  house,  giving  an  earnest  support  to 
many  worthy  measures,  and    among  those 
whose  passage  he  secured  and  which  have 
had   far-reaching    influence  of    a  beneficial 
nature  is  the  insurance  law.     In  May,  1894, 
he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  nine  counties 
of   this   district   and    served   until   January, 
1895,   ^s  the  successor  of  H.    E.   Deemer, 
who  resigned  to  take  a  place  upon  the  su- 
preme bench  of  the  state.     The  decisions  of 
Judge  Lewis  were  models  of  judicial  sound- 
ness, perspicuity  and  force,  and  won  the  ap- 
proval of  the  members  of  the  bar.     He  is 
one  of  the  cha.rter  members  of  the  Benev- 
olent &  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church.     The  life  of  the  Judge  has 
been  one  of  unusual  activity  and  has  not 
been  without  its  desirable  results.     By  ca- 
pable   business    management,   indefatigable 
energy  and  perseverance  he  has  w^on  a  hand- 
some competence,  and    now  enjoys  an  en- 
viable reputation  at  the  bar  and  in  the  field 
of  politics. 


LUTHER  A.  SCHAFER. 

Of  the  farming  and  stock-dealing  inter- 
ests of  Fremont  county  Luther  A.  Schafer 
is  a  widely  know'n  representative.  He  owns 
a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  all  of  wdiich  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  His  home,  an  attractive  resi- 
dence, stands  in  the  midst  of  w^ell-tilled  fields 
and  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  grove  of 
trees.  A  large  barn  and  substantial  out- 
buildings add  to  the  value  and  attractive  ap- 
pearance of  the  place,  and  an  orchard  and 
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all  niixlcru  accessories  and  conveniences  are 
numbered  anion*;-  the  improvements  which 
constitute  the  Schafer  farm,  one  of  tlie  most 
desirable  in  this  portion  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Schafer  was  born  in  Fulton  county, 
Illinois.  February  -12,  1851.  and  the  common 
schools  afforded   him   his  educational   priv- 
ileges.    Mis  boyhood  days  were  spent  under 
the  parental  roof,   his  parents  being  Jacob 
and    Margaret    (Linkenfelter)    Schafer.  the 
former  a  native  of  Germany,  while  the  latter 
was  born   in    Pennsylvania,   in   which   state 
they   were    married.     Jacob    Schafer    was 
reared  in  the   fatherland,  and  after  attain- 
ing to  man's  estate  accompanied  his  parents 
and  their  family  to  the  new  world,  a  settle- 
Tiient  being    made   in   the    Keystone   state, 
where  they  resided  for  many  years.     Subse- 
quently, however,  they  removed  to  Illinois, 
locating   in   Fulton   county.      In     early   life 
Jacob    Schafer    learned     the   tailor's    trade, 
which  he  followed  in  Pennsylvania,  but  after 
coming  to  the   Mississippi   valley   he    pur- 
chased an  Illinois  farm  and  to  it  devoted  his 
enero-ies,  making-  it  a  verv  valuable  and  de- 
sirable  tract.     Fie  was  not  on]\'  a  i)rogres- 
sive  and  energetic  business  man  but  was  also 
an  earnest  and   faithful  worker  in  the  Lu- 
theran church,  in  which  he  held  membership. 
In    1852,  three    years  after    taking  up  his 
abode  in  Illinois,  he  was  called  to  his  final 
rest,  and  at  his  death  he  left  a  wife  and  four 
children. 

The  mother  kept  her  family  together  aiid 
after  a  time  was  again  married,  becoming 
the  wife  of  William  Newlon,  who  took  a 
deep  interest  in  rearing  the  children,  prov- 
ing- a  good  father  to  them.  In  1873  ^J^^'*^- 
Xewlon  sold  her  farm  in  Illinois  and  the 
family  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Fremont 
county,     where     a     farm     was     purchased. 


Thereon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xewlon  resided  for 
many  years,  but  in  the  evening  of  life  re- 
moveri  to  Sidney,  where  they  spent  their  last 
days   in   retirement.     They   were  separated 
but  a  short  time  in  death,  Mrs.  Xewlon  pass- 
ing away  in  February,  1897,  while  her  hus- 
band died  in  March  of  the  same  year.    They 
were  faithful  and  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  their  fidelity  to  duty 
in  all  life's  relations  won  them  the  respect 
and   confidence  of    those   with   whom   they 
v.ere  associated.     In  the  Schafer  family  were 
four  children  :     L.  D.,  who  is  now  engagefl 
in  merchandising  in  Sidney;  Flenrv  E.,  an 
insurance  agent  of  Chicago,   in   which  city 
he  died  in  1898;  Luther  A.,  of  this  review; 
and  Louisa,  the  deceased  wife  of  D.  Moor- 
house.     Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.   Xewlon  were 
born  three  children  :    Mary,  the  wife  of  Con- 
rad    Magel ;    Edward,   of    X^ebraska;    and 
Charles,  who  is  li\-ing  in  Sidney. 

Luther  A.  Schafer  spent  the  first  twenty 
years  of  his  life  in  the  state  of  his  nativity 
and  then  canie  to  Fremont  county,  where  he 
])urchased  a  tract  of  unimproved  land.     He 
then  returned  to  Illinois,  remaining  in  that 
state  until  he  came  with  his  mother  and  her 
family  to  Iowa.     After  he  had  spent  two 
years  in  this  state  he  again  went  to  Illinois 
to  claim  his  bride,  his  marriage  being  cele- 
j  brated  in  1877  and  ]\Iiss  Lavina  J.  Mitchell 
'  becoming  his  wife.     The  young  couple  took 
up  their  abode  on  the  land   which   he  had 
purchased  and  on  which  he  had  built  a  small 
house.     He  continued  the  work  of  improv- 
ing and  developing  his  farm  and  he  is  to- 
day the  owner  of  a  \ery  fine  property,  the 
(|uarter-section  being  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.     He  remodeled  and  enlarged  the 
lirst  house,  planted  an  orchard    and  grove 
around  his  home  and  has  a  place  whose  neat 
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and  thrifty  appearance  indicates  his  careful 
supervision  and  gives  evidence  of  his  prac- 
tical handiwork.  The  farm  is  pleasantly 
located  three  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of 
Farragut,  so  that  it  is  comparatively  easy 
for  him  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  town 
life.  He  also  owns  an  interest  in  a  plat  of 
land  containing  a  number  of  acres  adjoining 
the  city  of  Omaha  and  which  will  soon  be 
made  into  an  addition.  Farming,  however, 
has  commanded  the  greater  part  of  his  at- 
tention and  at  one  time  he  fed  considerable 
cattle,  but  now  raises  only  stock  enough  for 
use  upon  the  home  place. 

Mrs.  Schafer  was  born  in  Illinois  March 
19,  1854,  and  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and 
culture.  Her  parents,  Joseph  and  Janet 
(Pogsley)  Mitchell,  were  both  natives  of 
Ohio,  but  were  married  in  Illinois  and  set- 
tled in  Clinton  county,  where  they  still  re- 
side on  the  old  homestead,  at  a  ripe  old 
age.  Her  father  is  a  successful  farmer, 
widely  and  favorably  known  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity  and  honor.  He  and  his 
wife  now  enjoy  the  evening  of  a  well-spent 
life  and  are  recognized  as  people  of  the 
highest  respectability,  Mrs.  Mitchell  being 
now  a  meml^er  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mitchell  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children  :  Albert,  a  farmer  of  Fremont  coun- 
ty ;  Xancy,  tb.e  wife  of  ^^'illiam  May;  La- 
vina  J.,  the  honored  wife  of  our  subject;. 
Thirza.  now  I\Irs.  Haskins;  Charles  and 
George  ^\  ..  who  are  farmers  of  Fremont 
county ;  ]\lrs.  Bessie  Keefauver,  Mrs.  Luly 
Ellis.  Airs.  Adda  Skinner  and  ]\Irs.  Adell 
Spenny. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children :  An- 
drew, who  was  born  October  13,  1878  ;  Edna, 
\vho  was  born  October  29,   1882,  and  is  a 


competent  and  well-qualified  school-teacher; 
and  Berga,  born  August  11,  1885.  The 
parents  hold  membership  in  the  Christian 
church,  take  an  active  part  in  its  work  and 
do  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its  progress. 
Mr.  Schafer  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  Farragut 
Lodge,  No.  379.  Although  his  life  has  not 
been  filled  with  exciting  incidents,  he  has 
ever  been  found  true  to  duty  and  his  fidelity 
to  the  right  has  won  him  the  good  will  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


CAPTAIN  HENRY  BOWEN. 

Among  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union 
during  tlie  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  was 
Captain  Henry  Bowen,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Sidney,  Iowa.  He  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  May  25,  1834,  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Price)  Bowen,  na- 
tives of  Wales,  where  their  marriage  was 
celebrated.  The  Bowen  family  was  orig- 
inally from  old  Brittany.  At  an  early  day 
the  parents  of  our  subject  and  also  the  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  Rees  and  Anna  Price, 
emigrated  from  Wales  to  America  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
tliey  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Be- 
fore the  railroads  w^ere  built  Air.  Price  en- 
gaged in  teaming,  and  also  exchanged  gro- 
ceries for  farm  produce,  which  he  sold  to 
the  city  markets.  He  accumulated  consid- 
erable property  and  was  living  retired  as 
far  back  as  our  subject  can  remember.  He 
died  in  1857.  The  Captain's  father,  who 
\."as  a  contractor  in  railroad  and  canal  work, 
ar.d  also  engaged  in  mining,  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1845,  ^t  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  in  the  same 
state,  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.     Of 
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tlicir  eight  children  three  are  still  li\ing. 
Our  subject's  brother.  J.  !'.  I'.Dwen.  has 
l)(en  superintendent  of  the  riiiladelpliia  & 
Reading  Coal  Coini)any  for  niruiv  \-ears,  and 
William  is  also  interested  in  coal  nn'ning  in 
1  ennsylvania.  Three  of  the  sons  were 
among  "the  l)o}s  in  blue"  during  the  Re- 
bellion, and  J.  P.  would  ha\e  entered  the 
scrxice.  but  the  coal  com[)any.  deeming  his 
services  as  superintendent  too  valuable,  sent 
a  substitute  for  him.  AFembers  of  this 
familv  are  noted  for  their  honesty  and  in- 
du>try. 

Captain  Bowen  was  reared  in  a  \illage 
and  was  educated  in  its  public  schools. 
Leaving  his  old  home  in  Penns_\'lvania  he 
came  to  Fremont  county.  Iowa,  in  183S.  and 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  here  for 
about  four  years,  though  his  first  labor  was 
the  inside  finishing  of  a  building  across  the 
line  in  Missouri.  In  the  fall  of  iSfio  he  was 
elected  sheriff  of  the  count}',  but  soon  after- 
Avard  entered  the  army  as  the  captain  of 
Company  E.  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  N'olunteer 
Infantry,  which  company  he  organized. 
A\diile  in  camp  at  Council  Bluffs  the  regi- 
ment was  re-organized,  and  then  ordered  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  later  to  Helena. 
Arkansas.  They  joined  (iorman's  expedi- 
tion up  White  ri\er,  and  while  on  that  trip 
Captain  Bowen  was  taken  ill.  1  le  returned 
to  his  old  Jionie  in  rcnns}l\-ania,  but  in  Au- 
gust, 1863,  rejoined  his  command,  it  being 
the  order  of  the  war  department  that  those 
on  sick  leave  should  report  for  dul\-  at  the 
end  of  sixty  days  or  be  discharged  if  unfit 
for  active  service.  He  assisted  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Little  Rock,  and  then  went  t(^  Hot 
Springs,  but  was  forced  to  return  to  Little 
l\ock,  where  he  was  discharged  December 
15,  1863.     His  colonel  had  adxised  him  not 


to  enter  the  campaign.  l)ut  he  thought  he 
could  stand  it,  though  he  soon  found  that 
his  strength  was  not  sufticient  to  engage  in 
acti\e  service.  His  company  and  regiment 
won  a  prize  for  the  best  drilling. 

For  a  year  after  his  return  north  Captain 
Bowen  did  really  nothing  but  rest,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  furniture  business  at  Sidney 
for  three  years.  The  following  year  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  rented  land,  and  for 
two  years  again  engaged  in  business.  He 
was  successfully  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Sidney  from  February,  1873,  un- 
til Jnly.  1899,  when  he  sold  out  and  has 
since  lived  a  retired  life,  enjoying  a  well- 
earned  rest. 

The  Captain  has  ever  taken  an  active 
and  influential  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
has  been  honored  with  important  ofiicial  po- 
sitions. In  1 8/2  he  was  elected  supervisor 
and  filled  that  oflice  for  three  years,  and 
has  also  served  as  township  trustee,  coun- 
cilman, treasurer,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  promptness  and 
fidelity.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been  one 
o*'  the  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Sidney,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  and  elder  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  blue  lodge  at  Sidney  since  1864. 
He  is  also  a  charter  numil)er  of  Joe  Ross 
Post,  No.  209,  G.  A.  R..  o\  that  place.  The 
Captain  taught  the  gentleman  for  whom  this 
post  was  named  to  read  and  write.  As  a 
citizen  he  has  always  been  true  and  iaith- 
ful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  so  that  his 
loyaltv  is  above  (piestion,  being  manifest  in 
(lavs  of  peace  as  well  as  when  he  followed 
the  old  fiag  to  victory  on  southern  battle- 
fields. 
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HENRY  EVERNHAM,  Jr. 

Henry  Eveniham.  Jr.,  the    well-known 
and  popular  proprietor  of  the  Commercial 
House,  of  Glen  wood,  Iowa,  was  born  on  the 
3d  of  January,  1853,  in  Trenton,  New  Jer- 
sey,   and    belongs   to   a   family   of    English 
origin   that   was    founded   in   that   state  by 
three  brothers.     His  father,  Henry  Eveni- 
ham,  Sr..  was  born  in   Monmouth  county, 
New  Jersey,  October  8,  181 5,  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Rebecca   (James)    Evernham,  also  na- 
tives of  Monmouth  county,  where  the  for- 
mer,  a   farmer  by  occupation,   died   at   the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and  the  latter  at 
the  age  of  forty.     They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing.    From  the  age  of  eight  years  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Mercer 
county.  New  Jersey.    There  he  was  married, 
June  15,  1839,  to  Miss  Euphemia  Butcher, 
a  native  of  that  county  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Euphemia   (Combs)    Butcher, 
life-long  residents  of  New  Jersey,  where  her 
father  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years, 
her   mother  at   the   age   of  fifty-five.      Her 
maternal   grandparents   were   Thomas    and 
Anna   (Basnette)   Butcher,  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.     The  Butcher  family  is 
of  English  descent,  while  the  Basnettes  were 
among  the  Huguenots  who  were  dri\en  out 
of  France.     A  fortune  of  three  million  dol- 
lars was  left  to  the  family  in  that  country. 
For  some  years  after  his  marriage  Henry 
Evernham,  Sr.,  followed  farming  in  IMercer 
county.   New  Jersey,  and  then  spent  se\en 
years  in  the  city  of  Trenton,   where  he  at 
first  worked  by  the  day  and  later  engaged  in 
teaming  for  five  years.     For  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  now  made  his  home  in  Alills 
county,  Iowa,  and  has  successfully  engaged 


in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  home  farm 
consists  of  five  hundred  acres  which  he  has 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
his  landed  possessions  now  aggregate  eight 
hundred  acres.  Enterprising,  energetic  and 
industrious,  his  success  has  been  worthily 
achieved,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  most 
substantial  men  of  his  community.  Orig- 
inally he  was  an  old-line  Whig  in  politics, 
but  since  voting  for  John  C.  Fremont  in 
1856  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party 
and  has  served  as  judge  of  elections  and  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  an 
earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  and  is  highly  respected  by  all 
v^dio  know  him.  Of  his  five  children  four  are 
still  living,  namely:  Amos  B..  who  is  mar- 
ried and  has  five  children ;  Furman.  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children;  Henry,  Jr., 
our  subject ;  and  Ellison,  who  is  married 
and  has  three  children. 

After  completing  his  education  Henry 
Evernham.  Jr..  assisted  his  father  in  the  op- 
eration of  the  home  farm  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  iii  life 
for  himself  as  an  agriculturist.  He  bought 
ten  horses,  three  cows  and  two  pigs,  and 
followed  general  farming  until  1875,  when 
he  purchased  the  established  business  and 
dairv  route  of  a  man  in  Trenton,  New  ler- 
sey,  paying  for  the  same  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  He  kept  sixteen  milk  cows  and 
did  quite  a  successful  business  for  a  time,  but 
finally  sold  out  and  resumed  farming. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1876,  Mr. 
Evernham  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
]Mary  A.  Taylor,  who  was  born  near  Tren- 
ton, New  Jersey,  and  was  educated  by  a 
private  teacher  and  in  the  schools  of  Borden- 
town,  that  state.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  for 
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a  time.  Ilcr  father.  Tilton  C.  Taylor,  was 
also  born  near  Trcnti>n.  a  son  of  Israel  and 
Patience  Taylor,  and  came  to  Mills  C(nuity, 
Iowa,  in  18S0.  locating  on  a  farm,  where 
he  died  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-six  years.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  veterinary 
surgeon.  Mis  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  .\.  X'anderheck,  was  horn  in 
Bordentown,  Xow  Jersey,  and  is  still  living 
on  the  old  home  farm  in  this  count w  She 
is  the  mother  of  eight  children.  se\'en  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evern- 
ham  have  two  children:  Morence  G.,  born 
in  Trenton,  Xew  Jersey;  and  Kuphcmia, 
born  in  Cdenwood.  Iowa. 

In  IcS8j.  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  'Sir. 
Evernham  remoxcd  to  Mills  county,  Iowa, 
where  three  years  before  he  had  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land. 
Here  he  followed  farming  until  1884,  when 
he  traded  his  farm  for  the  hotel  property 
which  he  now  owns,  taking  possesion  of 
the  same  on  the  17th  of  July.  In  1893  '^^ 
built  an  annex,  and  aliout  1887  bought  an- 
other hotel.  Genial  and  pleasant  in  manner 
he  has  proved  a  popular  host,  and  his  hotel 
has  become  a  favorite  resort  with  the  travel- 
ing public.  The  hotel,  which  is  of  brick,  has 
sixty-two  rooms,  is  located  on  the  public 
square  and  is  a  well-appointed  establish- 
ment in  every  particular.  In  business  affairs 
Mr.  Evernham  has  steadily  prospered  and 
besides  his  city  propert}'  he  now  owns  three 
farms,  which  he  rents.  He  has  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  at  Pacific  Junction,  while  al- 
together they  aggregate  fcjur  hundred  and 
twenty-two  acres.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  en- 
ergetic business  man.  and  generally  carries 
forward  to  successful  completion  whatever 
he  undertakes. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 


for  Rutherford  15.  Hayes,  Mr.  Evernham  has 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
Before  attaining  his  majority  he  took  an 
active  part  in  the  r'.rant  campaign  (^f  1868, 
and  has  labored  untiringly  for  the  inter- 
ests of  his  i)arty.  though  he  has  never  been 
a  politician  in  the  sense  oi  ofhce-seeking. 
For  six  years  he  represented  the  third  ward 
in  the  cit}'  council,  and  has  always  given  his 
intluence  and  suppf)rt  to  all  measures  for  the 
])ublic  good,  lie  and  his  family  hold  mem- 
bershi])  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  his  wife 
is  especially  acti\-e  in  all  church  work. 


ALBERT  B.  WASHBURX. 

Among  the  prominent  and  substantial 
farmer  citizens  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  .\1- 
bert  B.  Washburn,  the  subject  of  iliis  sketch. 
He  was  b(jrn  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa, 
in  1869.  a  son  of  John  P.  and  Ellen  (De- 
vine)  Washburn,  the  former  <if  whom  was 
born  in  Xew  \'ork.  came  to  Iowa  in  1853. 
and  is  now  lixing  in  Cedar  I-'alls.  this  state. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Pennsyhania.  a 
daughter  of  J(}seph  and  Caroline  De\-ine, 
and  died  in  Tama  countv.  Iowa,  in  1885. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  named  Jesse 
Washburn  and  was  born  in  \'ermont  al- 
though of   English   ancestry. 

After  a  thorough  primary  education,  our 
subject  entered  the  Western  College,  at  To- 
ledo. Tama  county.  Iowa,  and  later  the 
I  ppcr  Iowa  l'ni\crsit_\-.  a  hue  institution, 
among  whose  graduates  are  D.  1').  Hender- 
son, (iovernor  Earrabee  and  Senator  Will- 
iam B.  -Mlison.  Mi-.  Washburn  came  first 
to  Mills  County  eight  years  ago  and  mar- 
ried here,  since  making  it  his  i)ermanent 
home.  He  owns  one  thousand  acres  oi  rich 
lowri  land,   located   in   this  countv.  and  en- 
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gages  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
being  one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  this 
part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Washburn  was  married  in  1893,  ^o 
Miss  Mary  (Wearin)  \\^ashburn,  who  is 
a  daughter  of  Otha  \\>arin,  whose  family 
history  appears  in  this  volume.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  Law- 
rence and  Henry  \\\  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  a  Republican  and  strongl}-  advocates 
the  principles  of  his  party,  taking  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  public  affairs.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  church,  to  which  ^Mr.  \\'ashburn 
has  contributed  liberallv.  Thev  are  amono- 
the  most  respected  residents  of  the  county, 
both  families  having  large  connections  and 
hosts  of  friends. 


JOHX  C.  SHOCKLEY. 

A\'ell  known  as  an  attorney  at  law  and 
as  formerly  the  clerk  of  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit courts  of  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Shockley  has  for  many  years  been  identi- 
fied with  the  legal  interests  of  this  portion 
of  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Hancock  county, 
Indiana.  August  4,  1841,  his  parents  being- 
Samuel  and  Xancy  ( ]Murnan)  Shockley,  the 
former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  while  the  lat- 
ter was  born  in  Franklin  count}-,  Indiana. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Purnell  and  Phoebe  (Tayk^r)  Shock- 
ley,  also  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  the  for- 
mer a  son  of  Samuel  Shockley.  of  Dela- 
ware, who  married  a  Miss  Mary  \\^ard  and 
remoxed  to  Kentucky,  where  they  made  their 
home  until  taking  up  their  abode  in  Indiana. 
They  spent  their  remaining  days  in  the 
Hoosier  state,  dying  at  the  home  of  Sam- 
uel Shockley,  the  father  of  our  subject.   The 


great-grandfather  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. Purnell  Shockley,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  reared  his  family  in  Kentucky. 
His  children  were :  Quillar,  who  died  in  In- 
diana; Solomon,  who  died  in  Boonville, 
Missouri,  in  185 1 ;  Mrs.  William  Leachman; 
Jane,  the  wife  of  John  Leachman;  and 
Samuel. 

Samuel  Shockley,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  state 
of  his  nativity  and  then  removed  to  Indi- 
ana, settling  in  Hancock  county,  where  he 
entered  land  from  the  government  and  im- 
pro\'ed  a  large  farm,  upon  which  he  spent  a 
number  of  years.  Subsecjuently  he  removed 
to  New  Palestine  and  was  there  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  eleven  years.  He  became 
one  of  the  popular  and  prominent  citizens 
of  the  place  and  was  a  recognized  leader 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy.  He  was 
twice  a  member  of  the  Indiana  legislature 
and  three  terms  a  county  commissioner  of 
Hancock  county,  which  offices  he  filled  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory 
to  his  constituents,  and  over  the  record  of 
his  official  career  there  fell  no  shadow  of 
wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil.  His  honesty 
was  uncjuestioned  and  he  labored  earnestly 
for  the  best  interests  of  those  whom  he 
served. 

He  purchased  many  land  warrants,  locat- 
ing the  same  in  Iowa  and  Kansas,  thus  be- 
coming the  owner  of  nearlv  three  thousand 
acres.  In  1861  he  removed  to  the  latter 
state,  improved  a  farm  and  continued  a  resi- 
dent there  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended 
in.  his  death,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1869. 
He  was  a  broad-minded,  intelligent  and  suc- 
cessful man  who  through  his  perseverance 
and  energy  won  a  large  estate,  owning  val- 
uable property  in  Kansas,     \\nierever  he  re- 
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sided  he  was  lield  in  the  Iiij^hest  esteem, 
commanding-  the  ccMifidence  and  respect  of  all 
\\\\n  knew  liim.  hy  rcasnn  of  his  unfailing 
integrity  and  fldehty  ti  >  ihity.  [n  his  re- 
ligious Ijclief  he  was  a  I'niversalist.  Ills 
wife  sur\'i\ed  liim  snme  time  and  jjassed 
away  in  Kansas,  on  the  4th  of  Xt)\eml)er, 
1888.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Michael 
IMurnan.  of  Maryland,  who  reuKJved  to 
Kentucky,  thence  to  Frankhn  county,  Indi- 
ana, and  later  located  in  Shelhy  county,  that 
state,  where  he  spent  the  residue  of  his  days. 
He  owned  and  operated  a  gristmill  and  was 
also  an  cxtensi\e  farmer  and  loaned  nmnev. 
He  was  wide!}'  recognixed  as  c^ie  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  his  county. 

He  reared  a  large  numher  of  children, 
including  Elizabeth,  who  became  Mrs.  ]\Ic- 
Gahey;  ]\Irs.  Xancy  Shockley;  ATary;  Mar- 
garet; Jacob;  Sarah,  Mrs.  T.  Smith;  and 
James.  L'nto  Samuel  and  Xancy  Shockley 
were  l)orn  the  following  named:  Emily, 
the  wife  of  D.  Smith,  now  of  Kansas;  John 
C,  of  this  review;  Isaac,  of  Oklahoma; 
Amanda,  who  became  the  wife  of  A.  Beard, 
and  is  now  deceased,  as  is  also  her  husband ; 
]\Iary,  the  deceased  wife  of  \\'illiam  Allen- 
der;  Samuel  and  ^Michael,  who  died  in  early 
manhood;  and  Da\id,  who  also  passed  awa\' 
in  early  life. 

John  C.  Shockley  was  ])orn  and  reared 
on  a  farm  in  Indiana.  In  his  early  boyhood 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  remo\al 
to  Xew  Palestine,  where  he  continued  his 
education  in  tlie  public  schools,  and  he  also 
pursued  his  studies  in  London  Seminar\-.  in 
Shelby  county,  Indiana,  lie  received  his 
business  training  in  h\>  father's  stiM^e  and 
also  engaged  in  teaching-  school  to  S(~)me  ex- 
tent in  his  early  manhood,  lie  then  began 
reading  law  and  afterward  entered  a  com- 


mercial-institute and   further  fitted  himself 
for  his  chosen  calling  as  a  student  in  I'ro- 
fes.sor   .Mien's    Law    School,    in    Cincinnati. 
Subsef|uently   he  matriculated    in   the   State 
I'm'versity   of    Indiana,    where   he   attended 
but  one  year,  on  account  of  the  failure  of 
his   health.      In    1862   he   went   to    Kansas, 
joining  his  father  and  the  family  in  the  Sun- 
flower state.     He  taught  one  term  of  school 
there,  1)ut  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  vear 
came  to  Sidney,  Iowa,  where  he  accepted  a 
clerkship  in  a  general  mercantile  store,  be- 
ing there  employed  until  18^/).  when  he  was 
called   to   pul)lic   otiice  by   the   vote   of   the 
])eople.  being  elected  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court,  which  embraced  the  offices  of  county 
auditor  and  subsequently  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court.      He   served     for    three     consecutive 
terms,  and  about  that  time  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.     That  he  proved  a  capable  officer  is 
ir.dicated   b\-   his    re-elections.      On    his   re- 
tirement from  office  lie  formed  a  partnership 
ir.  the  hardware  business  and  was  connected 
w  ith  that  line  of  commerce  for  thirteen  years. 
At  the  same  time  he  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  and   his  ser\  ices  were  in  great  de- 
mand in  settling-  u[)  estates,  his  clientage  in 
that  line  being  extensixe  in  the  county.     At 
length  he  disposed  of  his  hardware  busiiiess 
and  purchased  and  carried  on  a  large  farm. 
following  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
In  1895,  however,  he  sold  that  property  and 
came  to  Randolph,  Iowa,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  for  three  years, 
w  hen  he  sold  the  building  and  stock  of  dru.gs 
and  turned  his  attention  to  trading  in  hun- 
ber  at  Sidney,  this  state.     At  a  later  date, 
however,  he  disposed  of  that  enterprise. 

Mr.  Shockley  has  long  been  recognized 
as  one  among  the  leaders  in  Democratic  cir- 
cles in  Fremont  county  and  enjoys  the  es- 
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teem  and  confidence  of  the  voters  in  an  un- 
usual degree.  He  has  served  his  party  long 
and  well,  has  aided  in  every  available  way 
in  its  upbuilding  and  has  occupied  many 
positions  of  honor  and  trust.  He  has  filled 
the  office  of  notary  public  over  thirty  con- 
secutive years  in  the  county,  and  through  an 
extended  period  he  has  been  justice  of  the 
jDcace.  still  being  incumbent.  He  is  very 
frequently  called  upon  to  perform  wedding 
ceremonies,  also  to  administer  justice  in  liti- 
ijated  interests.  Sociallv  he  is  connected 
with  the  ^lasonic  fraternity  and  is  now  the 
oldest  member  in  years  of  consecutive  con- 
nection with  Masonry  in  Nishnabotna 
Lodge,  while  in  the  chapter  of  Sidney  he 
was  a  charter  member ;  but  since  then  the 
chapter  has  been  removed  to  Riverton.  where 
he  still  retains  his  membership. 

Mr.  Shockley  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Aliss  Rebecca  ]M.  Matlack.  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  December  6.  1-842.  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Isabella 
(Caldwell)  Matlack.  the  latter  also  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  state.  The  grandfather  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  was  of  French  descent, 
and  devoted  his  business  career  to  merchan- 
dising. He  died  in  Philadelphia.  He  had 
three  children  :  David.  Hannah  and  Charles. 
The  last  mentioned  with  his  family  went  to 
Indiana,  and  in  Brownsville  engaged  in  the 
saddlery,  harness-making  and  carriage-trim- 
ming business.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Centerville,  where  he  remained  for  fifteen 
years,  and  then  went  to  Palestine,  following 
his  trade  in  both  places.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  the  latter  place,  in  1862.  Mrs. 
Matlack  survived  him  and  removed  to  Coun- 
cil Bluffs.  Iowa.  In  1877  she  took  up  her 
abode  with  Mr.  and  Airs.  Shockley,  with 
whom  she  found  a  home  until  her  death  in 


January,  1900,  when  she  had  attained  tlie 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Both  Mr. 
and  ]\Irs.  ]\latlack  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  from  early  life.  Their 
children  were:  Emmor  and  Alexander  C, 
both  of  whom  served  in  the  Fifteenth  In- 
diana Battery  as  artificers  during  the  whole 
of  the  Civil  war :  Lorissa,  the  wife  of  X. 
F.  Bedford;  Mrs.  Shockley;  Anna,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and  Will- 
iam F. 

In  early  life  Mrs.  Shockley  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Indiana  and  also  followed 
the  same  profession  in  Sidney,  this  state, 
being  widely  recognized  as  a  very  capable 
and  accomplished  educator.  She  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
was  celebrated  in  Council  Bluffs,  and  unto 
them  have  been  born  two  daughters  and  four 
sons  :  Jessie,  now  the  wife  of  \\'.  H.  Carter, 
of  Sidney;  and  Xed.  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Omaha.  He  has  followed  the  print- 
er's trade  and  the  drug  business  and  is  now 
a  student  in  a  college  of  dentistry. 

A  man  of  strong  individualitv,  indubit- 
able  probity,  one  who  has  attained  a  due 
measure  of  success  in  the  affairs  of  life  and 
who  has  e\er  exerted  an  influence  in  the 
direction  of  the  good,  ]\Ir.  Shockley  well  de- 
serves mention  in  this  volume. 


HERMAN  McCartney. 

A  well-known  citizen  and  influential  fac- 
tor in  the  business  circles  of  Thurman.  Iowa, 
is  Herman  ^McCartney,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Scott  township, 
Fremont  county.  Ohio.  July  15,  1870.  a 
son  of  ]\Iilton  and  Helen  (Norris)  McCart- 
ney.    The  father  of  our  subject  was  born 
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ill  Ross  county,  Ohio.  Jaiuiar\-  8,  i8j8,  a 
son  of  M.  and  ICli^^abeth  (Baylor)  McCart- 
ney, natives  of  North  Carolina.  Milton  Mc- 
Cartney was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Ohio,  later 
in  Indiana,  where  he  obtained  a  lair  edu- 
cation, and  grew  into  an  intelligent  and  in- 
fluential man.  His  tirst  marriage  was  to 
Ellen  Mansfield.  February  i  i.  1851.  she  dy- 
ing in  Scott  townshi]).  this  state,  in  June. 
1858,  her  four  children  all  dying  in  infancy. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  McCartney 
was  Fel)ruarv  18.  1863.  to  Mrs.  llclcn  Nor- 
ris,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Mch\  I'aul.  rmd 
tlie  children  of  this  union  are:  Carrie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Smitli  .\mbler.  a  merchant 
in  this  town,  whose  native  state  is  Ohio; 
Herman,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Orman,  who  is  practicing  dentistry  in  Iowa 
City;  and  Roy.  a  young  man  who  is  at  home 
with  his  mother,  conducting  a  large  stock 
farm  in  the  vicinity,  belonging  to  the  estate. 

Milton  McCartney  came  to  Scott  town- 
ship, from  Indiana,  in  1851,  being  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  here.  He  bought  a  claim, 
cultivated  and  improved  it.  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  owned  fifteen  hundred  acres, 
divided  into  six  farms.  This  land  still  be- 
longs to  the  family,  in  connection  with  resi- 
dence and  business  property  of  great  value. 
His  death  occurred  September  9,  1894,  but 
as  no  will  was  left,  our  subject  was  appoint- 
ed administrator  of  the  estate,  which  was 
valued  at  one  liundred  and  fift}-  tlmusand 
dollars,  all  of  which  was  accumulated  by  Mr. 
McCartney  through  his  reliable  and  sensi- 
ble methods  of  conducting  his  farming  and 
stock-raising 

Milton  McCartney  was  what  may  be  tru- 
ly called  a  real  agriculturist  and  stockman, 
for  he  followed  the  business  understanding- 
ly,  and  success  attended  his  efforts.    He  was 


one  of  the  largest  stock-dealers  and  feeders 
in  this  section,  feeding  as  many  as  three 
hundred  head  at  one  time.  Mr.  McCartney 
was  a  leNel-headed  man  and  knew  just  how 
to  invest  his  money  to  best  advantage  so 
that  it  would  bring  legitimate  returns.  He 
was  interested  in  mercantile  and  banking 
lines,  and  was  \ery  influential  in  all  com- 
mercial circles  of  the  town  or  county.  .\s 
an  active  Democrat  he  was  often  sought  as  a 
candidate  for  oftlce  but  only  served  as  c<nnity 
commissioner,  during  which  time  many  im- 
prcn'ement^  in  Fremont  county  received  his 
endorsement.  He  was  always  interested  in 
educational  matters  and  provided  his  chil- 
dren with  advantages  far  beyond  those 
which  he  had  himself  receivetl.  In  his 
death,  Fremont  county  lost  one  of  its  best 
and  most  substantial  citizens. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  still  sur\i\es 
and  enjoys  the  comforts  of  life  in  the  pleas- 
ant home  erected  in  1893.  in  the  thriving 
town  of  Thurman.  Her  parents  reside  with 
her,  at  an  advanced  age.  and  so  kindly  has 
time  touched  her,  that  probably  she  will  long 
be  spared  to  a  devoted  family.  She  is  a 
valued  and  consistent  meml^er  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  and  is  known  through  the 
neighborhood  as  a  kind  and  faithful  friend 
and  adviser. 

Our  subject  received  excellent  education- 
al acKantages,  and  to<^)k  a  business  course  in 
the  Iowa  City  College,  in  1889,  preparing 
for  a  mercantile  connection  whicli  he  en- 
tered in  1 89 1,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mc- 
Cartney &  Son.  our  subject  conducting  it 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  181)4.  wh'.-ii 
it  was  closed.  In  1894  our  subject  and  his 
brother,  O.  E.  McCartney,  under  the  firm 
name  of  McCartnev  Brothers,  purcliased  the 
hartlware  business  of  W'oodrum  &  Company^ 
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of  Thurman,  and  prospered  until  they  sold 
out  in  the  fall  of  1899,  since  which  time  the 
management  of  the  large  family  estate  has 
been  the  principal  occupation  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Cartney. The  imposing  brick  block  which 
was  erected  in  Thurman,  in  1900,  and  is 
known  as  the  McCartney  block,  is  the  larg- 
est and  best  finished  in  the  town,  and  would 
do  credit  to  a  much  larger  town.  Two  of 
the  largest  store  rooms  in  this  block  are  oc- 
cupied by  the  general  mercantile  business 
of  L.  S.  Ambler  &  Company,  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  McCartney  estate,  this  house 
having  been  established  in  1887,  the  firm 
then  being  McCartney  &  Ambler,  the  name 
being  changed  at  the  demise  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Cartney. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  cele- 
brated on  June  24,  1891,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Lottie  Jones,  a  daughter 
of  J.  S.  and  Amanda  (Wiley)  Jones,  resi- 
dents of  Thurman.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  Carrol,  who  died  when 
sixteen  months  old,  and  Hazel,  a  charming 
little  maiden  of  five  years,  born  September 
II,  1895. 

Like  his  respected  father,  our  subject 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  common  council,  and  is  on 
the  school  board.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  of  Mt.  Gerizim  Chapter,  No. 
59,  at  Glenwood,  Iowa,  and  is  also  a  Knight 
of  Pythias,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  in 
this  organization. 

The  family  of  which  McCartney  is  the 
representative  is  one  of  the  old  and  solid 
families  of  the  county,  and  the  sagacity, 
prudence  and  discretion  shown  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Cartney since  assuming  the  great  responsi- 
bilities devolving  upon  him,  have  proven  that 


he  possesses  much  of  his  father's  grasp  of 
business  and  comprehension  of  facts  which 
lead  to  success. 


WALTER  BROWN  WHITE. 

Among  the  earnest  men  whose  depth  of 
character  and  strict  adherence  to  principle 
excite  the  admiration  of  his  contemporaries 
Mr.  White  is  prominent.  Banking  institu- 
tions are  the  heart  of  the  commercial  body, 
indicating  the  healthfulness  of  trade,  and 
the  bank  that  follows  a  safe,  conservative 
business  policy  does  more  to  establish  public 
confidence  in  times  of  wide-spread  financial 
depression  than  anything  else.  Such  a 
course  has  the  bank  of  W.  B.  White  fol- 
lowed under  the  able  management  of  its 
president,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  resided  in 
Fremont  county,  and  his  advancement  has 
been  won  along  legitimate  lines,  his  course 
being  guided  by  the  old-time  maxims  upon 
which  business  prosperity  is  always  founded. 

Mr.  White  was  born  in  Fremont  county, 
March  19,  1868,  his  parents  being  Rev. 
Henry  H.  and  Eva  (Brown)  White.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
served  as  a  chaplain  in  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment during  the  Civil  war,  and  died  in  this 
county  when  our  subject  was  only  about 
two  years  of  age.  He  had  reached  the  thirty- 
fifth  milestone  on  life's  journey.  His  career 
was  one  which  awakened  the  strongest  ad- 
miration and  respect,  being  in  entire  har- 
mony with  his  profession  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  His 
memory  remains  as  a  welcome  benediction  to 
all  who  knew  him,  and  his  words  of  wisdom 
have  borne  rich  fruit  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  came  under  his  administration.      His 
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wife  was  born  in  St.  Joseph,  Missijuri,  and 
(lied  in  I'-xansinn,  Wyoniinii'.  at  the  at;e  ol 
tliirty-ti\e.  1  ler  parents  were  ilenry  and 
Alalinda  (Cox)  IJniwn.  The  laller,  a  na- 
tive ot  Illinois,  died  at  the  aj^'e  of  fifty-seven 
years.  Jn  that  family  were  six  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  White,  \\iiose  name  introdnces  this 
record,  was  an  only  child,  lie  spent  the  days 
of  his  youth  in  his  nati\e  count}-  and  ac- 
quired his  elementary  education  in  the  [juh- 
lic  schools,  after  which  he  became  a  student 
in  the  business  coUei^-e  at  liurlins^ton,  Iowa, 
where  he  completed  the  rei;ular  course  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  ]888.  He 
then  began  clerking,  and  for  four  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  Hodges  &  Gay,  after  which 
he  established  the  bank  of  which  he  is  now 
president.  He  located  at  his  present  place 
of  business  in  1891,  and  has  since  conducted 
a  financial  institution  which  is  a  credit  to  the 
city,  sustaining  an  enviable  reputation  for 
reliability.  The  safe,  conservative  policy 
which  he  inaugurated  commends  itself  to 
the  confidence  of  all,  and  the  business  trans- 
acted over  the  bank  counters  is  continually 
increasing.  The  building  occupied  was  erect- 
ed and  is  owned  by  Mr.  White.  He  is  a  man 
of  unquestioned  integrity  in  l)usiness  cir- 
cles, and  his  prosperity  is  the  result  of 
capable  management,  keen  sagacity  and  un- 
flagging industry. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1892,  Mr. 
\\'hite  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Olive 
Slusher,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  two 
children. — Walter  LeRoy,  born  I'cbruary 
18,  1895,  and  Merritt  Chalmers,  born  on 
the  i8th  of  April,  1897.  Mr.  White  and 
his  wife  hold  membershi])  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  cluu-ch.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, having  ])een  a  stalwart  supporter 


of  the  party  since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential \ote  for  Ceneral  Benjamin  Harrison. 
I  le  belongs  [n  ihc  Imlependent  Order  of  Odd 
I*"ellows  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity  in  Sidney,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  banking  interests  he  manages  his 
wifes  farming  property  and  his  own  real- 
estate  investments.  His  success  has  been 
the  result  of  honest,  jjcrsistent  effort  in  the 
line  of  honorable  and  manly  dealing.  His 
aims  lia\e  always  been  to  attain  to  the  best, 
and  he  has  carried  forward  to  successful 
'  completion  whatever  he  has  undertaken. 
His  life  has  marked  a  steady  growth,  and 
now  he  is  in  possession  of  an  ample  com- 
petence, and  more  than  all  he  has  that  con- 
j  tentment  that  comes  from  a  consciousness 
I  of  having  lived  for  a  noble  purpose. 


ROBERT  L.  ESTES. 

A  successful  farmer  and  cattle-raiser,  of 
Sidney,  Ereniont  county,  I(^wa.  who  owns 
one  of  the  hnest  tracts  of  cultivated  land  in 
Sidney  townshii),  is  Robert  L.  Estes.  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  this 
township  and  county,  in  1867.  a  son  of 
the  Hon.  F.  M.  Estes.  who  is  an  intUiential 
and  prominent  citizen  of  the  connty.  well 
known  throughout  the  state.  The  latter  is 
a  nati\'e  of  Missouri,  who  resides  on  a  fine 
farm  in  the  northern  i)art  of  this  township. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  tc^ok  place 
on  September  30,  1888.  when  he  wedded 
Miss  ]\Iar\-  l\;uil)le,  a  datighter  of  Jacob 
Kauble,  and  a  native  of  ^^lissouri.  Three 
children — Woodson,  Lee  and  Wilbur — have 
been  born  of  this  union.  Lee  and  Wilbur 
are  deceased. 

A  ])rominent  and  active  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  our  subject  has  filled  some 
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of  the  local  offices  and  for  se^'eral  terms  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Sidney  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  valued  and  consistent  members  of  the 
united  Brethren  church,  and  are  esteemed 
by  all  their  acquaintances. 


LYNN  K.  MASON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch.  Lynn  K. 
Mason,  well  represents  the  business  of  life 
insurance,  in  Hastings,  Iowa.  He  was  born 
in  ]\Iadison  county.  New  York,  in  1850. 
He  was  a  son  of  Levi  and  Emily  (Ham- 
mon)  Mason,  the  former  of  whom  could 
trace  his  ancestry  directly  back  to  the  found- 
er of  his  family,  Sampson  Mason,  the  line 
being. — Levi,  Ezra,  Isaac,  Oliver,  Isaac,  and 
Sampson,  who  settled  in  Dorchester,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1649.  This  seventeenth-century 
ancestor  served  under  the  great  Cromwell 
in  the  parliamentary  army  during  the  stormv 
days  of  the  English  Revolution.  He  left 
Dorchester  and  became  a  man  of  prominence 
and  wealth  in  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  and 
his  name  appears  in  the  list  of  founders  of 
the  town  of  Swansea,  Massachusetts.  The 
famih'  has  grown  and  is  widely  scattered, 
many  of  them  influential  in  all  walks  of 
life. 

Among  those  may  be  mentioned  Pelatiah 
Mason,  a  collateral  ancestor,  who  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  late  Judge 
Oliver  P.  Mason,  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  a 
distinguished  jurist,  was  an  uncle  of  our 
subject;  and  Senator  William  E.  Mason, 
of  Illinois,  is  a  member  of  this  family.  One 
of  the  brothers  of  our  subject,  Arthur  H., 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  Almost  all 
of  the  paternal  ancestors  have  been  engaged 
in  professional  life,  and  our  subject's  father 


was  a  man  of  culture  and  influence  in  his 
old  home  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  his 
death  taking  place  in  Hawarden.  Iowa,  in 
1893,  ^^"if^  the  mother  dying  in  Oneida  coun- 
ty. New  York. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  this  sketch,  received  his 
education  in  New  York  state,  where  he  at- 
tended excellent  schools.  He  was  married 
in  Cla3^ville,  Oneida  county.  New  York,  in 
1872,  to  Miss  Ida  INIason,  whom  he  has  but 
lately  discovered  to  be  a  sixth  cousin.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  George  L.  Mason,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  had  gone  with  the  gold 
hunters  in  1849.  Mrs.  Mason,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Lynn  Mason,  had  been  Miss  Amanda 
White,  who  is  a  native  of  New  York  and 
now  a  resident  of  Hastings,  a  beloved  and 
charming  lady  of  eighty-four  years  who 
is  an  inmate  of  the  home  of  our  subject. 
The  great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mason 
was  the  Pelatiah  Mason  mentioned  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  sketch.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  are  Ruth  M.,  George 
L.,  Ina  L.,  \\'alter  H.  and  Helen  K. 

After  marriage  our  subject  brought  his 
bride  to  Iowa  on  a  wedding  trip,  coming  im- 
mediately to  Mills  county.  For  five  years 
he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  for  E.  P. 
Bosbyshell,  one  of  the  old  merchants  of 
Hastings,  and  later  became  interested  in  the 
grain  business,  at  which  he  continued  for 
fifteen  years.  Mr.  Mason  has  done  some 
farming  and  his  dealt  largely  in  land,  but 
whatever  he  undertakes  is  well  done.  He 
has  always  been  a  man  of  affairs,  keeping 
up  an  active  interest  in  commercial  life  and 
has  been  recognized  as  an  important  factor 
in  the  business  circles  of  Hastings.  Several 
years  ago  he  entered  into  the  life  insurance 
business  and  through  his  wide  and  influential 
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ac(|uaintance  with  the  citizens  of  south- 
western Iowa,  he  h;i>  hcen  \  cry  successful, 
writing  two  hundred  and  lit'l\  thousand  dol- 
lars \\i)rth  of  insurance  ])ci'  _\'ear. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mason  takes  an  inde- 
pendent attitude,  lie  inherited  democratic 
principles,  hut  four  years  since  Noted  the 
Repuhlican  ticket  on  account  of  its  finan- 
cial features.  He  is  a  fine  example  of  the 
good,  wholesome  American  citizen,*  sound 
in  mind  and  hody.  Tic  devotes  his  vacations 
to  fishing-,  pliotography  and  liuiiling.  taking 
a  great  pleasure  in  the  latter.  1  le  has  liunt- 
ed  large  game  in  the  far  west  and  at  iiis 
pleasant  home  in  Hastings  has  many  tro- 
phies of  his  success  in  that  direction. 

Both  he  and  liis  wife  are  nicnihers  of  the 
Congregational  church,  to  which  he  has  heen 
a  conscientious  contril)utor  of  time  and 
means. 


Illinois.  His  widow  is  still  li\ing  in  Jack- 
sonville, Illinois.  She  was  the  mother  of 
seventeen  children,  of  whom  twelve  are  yet 
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JAMES  L.  BELLATTI. 

James  L.  Bellatti,  of  Cdenwood,  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  farming  inter- 
ests of  Mills  count}'  and  the  years  of  his 
active  toil  brought  to  him  a  comfortable 
competence.  He  is  now  numbered  among 
the  leading  business  men  of  (denwood,  being 
an  active  factor  as  a  stockholder  and  di- 
rector in  sonije  of  the  leading  manufacturing 
and  financial  concerns  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Bellatti  was  Imrn  in  b.ngland.  Oc- 
tober 24,  1848,  his  pai'ciUs  being  Charles 
and  Ann  (Gurten)  Bellatti.  'flie  father  was 
a  native  of  Xewark,  Xottinghamshire.  I^ng- 
land,  and  followed  the  pursuit  of  gilding 
frames.  He  came  to  the  Cnited  States 
about  1849,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Mi^-gan 
county,  Illinois,  his  death  occurring  when  he 
\vas   eighty  years   of   age,    in   Jacksonville, 


In  his  boyhood  days  James  L.  Bellatti 
ac(|uired  a  district-school  education  and  as- 
sisted in  the  work  oi  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-one  years  (jf  age,  when  he  started 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Whatever 
success  he  has  achieved  is  attributable  en- 
tirely to  his  own  efforts.  On  the  21st  of 
December.  187,:^.  Mr.  Belatti  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  ]\iary  A.  Williams,  who 
was  born  in  Flolt  county.  Mis.souri.  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  F.  and  Xancy  M.  ( Dodge) 
Williams.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
Mrs.  Bellatti  were  Shrewsbury  and  Elizabeth 
(Ramsey)  Williams,  both  natives  of  Wales. 
They  came  to  the  United  States  with  their 
respective  parents  and  the  latter  died  at  the 
home  of  our  stibject,  when  but  sixty-two 
years  of  age,  while  the  former  died  in  Mis- 
souri, at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  Mrs.  Bellatti  were  Levi 
and  Sarah  (Hersey)  Dodge,  and  the  great- 
grandparents  were  Edward  and  Lorena 
(Goulde)  Dodge.  The  former  was  a  Revo- 
hitionary  soldier  who  served  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant,  and  Mrs.  Bellatti  now  has  his 
discharge  papers,  and  thus  she  is  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  society  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  Revolution.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Bellatti  was  born  July  22.  i8jj.  in  Frank- 
lin county.  West  X^irginia.  In  his  child- 
hood he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Clay  countv,  Missouri,  and  there 
attended  the  subscription  schools.  Later  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  operation  of  a  ferry 
on  the  Missouri  river,  and  remained  in  Clay 
county  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  St.  Louis  and  obtained  a  position 
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in  a  lumber  yard.  A  year  later  he  removed 
to  Holt  county,  where  he  secured  a  claim. 
On  the  4th  of  July,  1847,  '^^  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  of  the  Oregon  Battalion,  and 
thus  faithfully  served  during-  the  war  with 
Mexico,  until  November  8,  1848,  wdien  he 
was  discharged  at  Fort  Leavenworth.  On 
the  29th  of  April,  1849,  he  started  on  an 
overland  trip  to  California,  but  in  185 1  he 
returned  to  Holt  county,  Missouri.  In  1862 
he  became  a  resident  of  Fremont  county, 
Iowa,  and  in  1864  went  to  Nebraska  City, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  a  year,  after  which  he  located  in 
Lyons  township.  Mills  county,  Iowa.  In 
1867  he  purchased  the  Phoenix  Mills  and 
a  year  later  located  on  a  farm  adjoining, 
there  becoming  the  owner  of  six  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  gave  to  each 
of  his  children  a  good  home. 

Judge  Williams  was  married  April  16, 
1845,  to  Miss  Sarah  Keeney,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  and  thev  had  one  child,  Sarah. 
The  mother  died  in  December,  1847,  ^^'^  ^'^^ 
again  married,  March  6,  1852,  his  second 
union  being  with  Miss  Nancy  Minerva 
Dodge,  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  who  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Levi  and  Sarah  (Hersey)  Dodge. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  four  of 
whom  are  living,  namely :  Lethey  E.,  Mary 
A.,  Elvira  E.,  and  John  F.  He  was  again 
married,  in  January,  1870,  when  Mrs. 
Louisa  J.  Phipps  became  his  wife.  By  her 
he  had  four  children :  Alpha,  Elizabeth, 
Shrewsbury  and  Fanny.  The  Judge  was  a 
member  of  the  ]\Iasonic  fraternity  and  of 
the  Christian  church,  in  which  he  served 
as  elder  for  many  years.  He  has  filled 
numerous  official  positions,  having  been 
three  times  elected   county  judge  of   Holt 


county,  Missouri.     He  died  at  the  age  of 
nearl}^  seventy-five  vears. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  busi- 
ness career  Mr.  Bellatti  carried  on  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  his  capable  management 
and  practical  efforts  brought  to  him  pros- 
perity. He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  acres  of  land,  although 
when  he  came  to  the  county  he  had  but  ten 
dollars.  He  made  his  first  money  in  this 
countv  by  teaching  school,  following  the 
profession  through  a  period  of  four  years. 
He  then  became  identified  with  agricultural 
interests  and  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  found 
profit  in  his  labor  of  plowing,  planting  and 
harvesting.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life 
his  financial  resources  have  increased,  he  has 
made  judicious  investments  along  other  lines 
and  is  now  interested  in  manufacturing  and 
financial  concerns  in  Glenwood  and  Emer- 
son. Such  a  history  should  be  a  stimulus 
to  others  who  are  forced  to  depend  upon 
their  own  exertions,  for  it  shows  what  may 
be  accomplished  through  resolute  will,  laud- 
able ambition  and  unfaltering  industry. 
Since  casting  his  first  presidential,  vote  he 
has  supported  the  -Democracy.  The  honors 
of  public  office  are  of  no  attraction  to  him, 
as  he  prefers  to  give  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  creditable  success. 


JOSIAH  WEARIN. 

More  than  a  century  ago  George  Wash- 
ington said  that  farming  is  the  most  useful 
as  well  as  the  most  honorable  occupation  to 
which  man  devotes  his  energies.  Through- 
out the  ages  history  has  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  it  forms  the  basis  of  all  business 
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activity  and  that  the  country  is  most  pros- 
perous which  has  for  the  foundation  of  its 
business  affairs  extensive  and  im[X)rtant 
agricultural  interests.  It  is  agriculture 
\vhich  has  placed  Iowa  in  its  present  high 
jjositinn  among  the  sister  states  of  the  nation, 
and  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  this 
line  of  work  through  many  years  was  Josiah 
Wearin.  an  honored  pioneer  of  Mills  county, 
Avhere  he  became  the  owner  of  extensive 
landed  interests  and  of  large  herds  of  stock. 
In  the  control  of  his  business  he  not  only 
promoted  his  iiidi\idual  success  Init  also 
added  to  the  general  prosperity  by  improving 
the  grade  of  stock  and  thus  increasing  its 
market  value.  His  life  history  illustrates 
most  forcibly  the  power  of  industry  and 
capable  management  and  the  potency  of  hon- 
orable dealing  in  the  active  affairs  of  life. 
Mr.  \\^earin  was  born  in  what  is  now 
West  Virginia,  May  2,  1824,  his  parents 
being  Michael  and  ]\Iary  (Coe)  Wearin. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  but 
died  in  Mills  county,  low'a.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years,  while  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  died  in  that  state  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-seven.  When  our  sub- 
ject was  a  little  lad  of  three  summers  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  primitive  schools 
of  that  day.  Later  he  became  a  resident 
of  Porter  county,  Indiana.  Thinking  to 
better  his  financial  condition  in  the  far  west, 
he  left  Indiana  in  !March,  1850,  upon  an 
overland  trip  to  California,  making  the  jour- 
ney in  a  wagon.  He  had  only  sixty  dollars 
in  money  when  he  started  upon  w  hat  was  to 
prove  to  him  a  prosperous  trip.  The  first 
stop  which  he  made  for  any  length  of  time 
was  at  Council  Bluffs,  low'a,  and  the  second 

at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.     At  those  places 
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he  obtained  employment  and  when  he  had 
thus  replenished  his  depleted  exchequer  he 
proceeded  on  his  way,  reaching  the  Golden 
state  in  the  autumn  of  1850,  after  many  ex- 
citing incidents  and  many  narrow  escapes. 
On  se\eral  occasions  he  almost  lost  his  life. 
While  in  California  he  engaged  in  teaming, 
also  in  buying  and  selling  live  stock,  which 
was  a  very  profitable  industry  at  that  time, 
and  in  liiilc  more  than  three  years  he  had 
managed  to  save  from  his  earnings  seven 
thousand  dollars. 

With  that  sum  Mr.  Wearin  returned  tO' 
Indiana  in  i<S54.  making  the  journey  b}-  wa\' 
of  the  water  route.  The  same  year — after 
his  return — he  induced  his  brothers  to  come 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  gave  them  instruc- 
tion where  to  locate  land,  which  they  secured 
northwest  of  the  present  town  of  Hastings. 
For  a  few  years  after  their  arrival.  Otha 
Wearin  made  his  home  wnth  his  brother 
Josiah  and  his  wife,  and  when  Otha  was 
mar'ried  Josiah  divided  with  him  all  his- 
lands,  stock  and  farming  implements.  While 
^Ir.  Wearin  was  in  California  his  wife  raised 
\vhite  beans  and  threshed  them  out  on  an 
old  overcoat  in  order  to  sell  them  and  thus 
obtain  money  to  pay  the  taxes  on  their  In- 
diana land,  having  a  tax  title  deed  for  one 
liundred  and  twenty  acres,  a  part  of  which 
was  afterward  redeemed.  When  she  re- 
ceix'ed  letters  from  her  luis1)an(l.  it  was  cus- 
tomary for  tlie  receiver  to  pay  the  postage, 
which  oftentimes  amounted  to  forty  cents.  If 
ii  happened  that  a  letter  was  received  in  the 
evening,  as  she  had  no  candles  or  grease  to 
burn  in  a  lamp,  she  would  whittle  pine  shav- 
ings, which  she  would  light  upon  a  hearth, 
and  bv  the  tire  would  read  the  much-pri/.ed 
missive.  During  his  residence  in  California 
'\\r.  Wearin  suffered  from  mountain  fever. 
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small  pox  and  the  measles.  The  winter  of 
1858  was  a  ^-ery  cold  one.  He  rented  a 
little  one-horse  water  sawmill  four  miles 
distant  from  the  place  he  lived.  One  cold 
morning  on  arriving  at  the  mill  he  found 
that  everything  was  frozen  and  in  attempt- 
ing to  pry  the  drive  wheel  loose  with  a  crow- 
har,  the  bar  slipped  and  cut  a  hole  clear 
through  his  cheek.  He  was  then  carried  into 
a  house  near  by,  the  people  believing  that  he 
was  dead ;  but  soon  he  showed  signs  of  life 
and  ultimately  recovered. 

In  1855  ]\Ir.  Wearin  took  up  his  abode 
upon  a  tract  of  land  wdiich  his  brothers  had 
entered  in  Iowa.  During  the  winter  of 
i855"56  he  and  his  family  resided  in  a  log 
cabin  of  one  room,  15x15  feet.  When  nigjit 
came  and  it  was  time  to  retire  they  had  to 
put  their  chairs  out  doors  in  order  that  they 
might  place  the  trundle  bed  in  the  vacant 
space.  There  were  nine  persons  living  in 
the  little  cabin,  wdiich  was  located  in  Mud 

# 

'Creek  Grove.  In  April,  1856,  however,  they 
removed  to  a  better  house  upon  the  farm 
where  Mrs.  Wearin  now  resides.  As  the 
years  passed  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
'of  civilization  were  added  to  their  home,  but 
Avhen  they  came  here  everything  was  wild 
:and  new,  few  settlements  having  been  made 
upon  the  broad  prairies,  the  greater  part  of 
the  land  being  still  in  its  primitive  condition. 
The  houses  were  long  distances  apart  and  the 
pioneers  had  to  depend  almost  entirely  upon 
what  they  raised  in  order  to  supply  the  table. 
Many  trials  and  hardships  had  to  be  borne, 
Ijut  with  great  fortitude  these  sturdy  early 
settlers  met  circumstances  as  they  were,  do- 
ing everything  possible  to  improve  their  en- 
vironments as  the  years  passed.  During 
the  Civil  war  a  party  of  men,  claiming  to  be 
Union  advocates,  came  to  the  Wearin  home. 


armed  with  revolvers,  and  took  away  three 
of  their  mules  which  they  drove  to  St.  Jo- 
seph, Missouri ;  but  Mr.  Wearin  followed 
them  alone,  stood  a  lawsuit,  plead'ed  his  own 
case — and  won  it — and  brought  the  three 
mules  back  with  him. 

As  a  result  of  the  energetic  and  deter- 
mined labor  of  Mr.  Wearin  he  was  enabled 
to  add  to  his  property  from  time  to  time, 
and  when  called  to  his  final  rest  he  w^as  the 
owner  of  seven  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Mills  county,  and  since  he  has  passed  away 
the  estate  has  been  increased  to  about  eight 
thousand  acres.  Mr.  Wearin  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  and  his  life  was 
a  striking  contradiction  of  the  statement  that 
the  farmer  in  the  business  of  improving  his 
land  cannot  accjuire  a  fortune.  He  gave 
his  whole  life  to  earnest  labor  in  the  line  of 
tilling  the  soil  and  raising  stock,  placed  his 
fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
in  the  autumn  was  enabled  to  gather  rich 
harvests.  In  his  pastures  he  placed  good 
grades  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  in  his 
stock-raising  venture  he  found  that  he  had 
made  a  profitable  investment  of  his  capital. 
He  did  much  to  improve  the  grade  of  stock 
and  thus  his  labors  were  of  much  benefit  to 
his  community.  His  best  thought  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  was  untiringly  de- 
voted to  his  work  and  thereby  he  was  en- 
abled to  provide  handsomely  for  his  family 
and  leave  them  a  very  valuable  estate.  He 
was  certainly  a  recognized  leader  in  agri- 
cultural circles  in  the  great  state  of  Iowa. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1848,  Mr. 
^Vearin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Oh"ve  Smith,  who  was  born  eleven  miles  west 
of  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1828,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  F.  and  Inda  (Durby) 
Smith.     Her    father    was    a   native   of   the 
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Empire  state,  her  mother  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, and  in  the  pioneer  days  of  Michigan 
they  removed  to  that  commonwealth  and 
thence  to  Indiana,  also  hecoming  jjioneers  of 
the  latter  state,  where  they  both  died.  I'or 
many  years  the  father  conducted  a  ta\ern 
and  was  a  well  known  and  leading  factor  in 
the  communities  in  which  he  conducted  busi- 
ness in  the  early  days.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W'earin  have  been  lx)rn  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  yet  li\ing.  namely :  Mrs. 
Frances  M.  Benton.  Adelbert  J..  Mrs.  Co- 
loma  Hyde.  Inda  .\.,  nc^w  Mrs.  Coffman, 
and  Mrs.  Ida  ^^.  Fickel.  The  two  daugh- 
ters who  have  passed  away  are  Olive  and 
Flora. 

Mr.  W'earin  was  killed  in  a  railroad  ac- 
cident November  8.  1881,  at  St.  Charles, 
]\Iissouri.  while  on  his  way  with  six  car- 
loads of  cattle  for  the  Boston  market.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  had  been  vice-president 
of  the  Mills  National  Bank,  of  Malvern, 
Iowa.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  was  a  citizen  of  worth  and  relia- 
bility who  withheld  not  his  support  from  any 
measure  or  movement  which  he  believed 
would  contribute  to  the  general  good.  All 
men  recognized  his  worth  and  honored  him 
for  his  fidelity  to  duty  and  to  the  right.  He 
was  one  (^f  the  valued  residents  of  Mills 
county  and  well  deserves  prominent  mention 
in  this  history.  Since  his  death  the  large 
estate  has  l)een  managed  Ijy  his  son,  Adelbert 
J.,  aided  by  the  wdse  counsel  of  Mrs.  Wearin. 
the  mother,  who  is  a  woman  of  distinctive 
business  ability,  of  remarkably  keen  discern- 
ment ctnd  reliable  sagacity.  They  have  car- 
ried on  the  work  largely  along  the  lines  in- 
stituted by  the  husband  and  father,  continu- 
ing the  labors  of  impro\emcnt.  as  e\idence.l 
bv   the   erection    of   a    hand-^nme   residence. 


which  was  built  at  a  cost  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars.  Mrs.  W'earin.  who  is  now  in  the 
seventy-third  year  of  her  age,  is  a  woman  of 
remarkable  energy  and  resolution.  She  has 
been  a  jiioneer  of  three  states — Michigan. 
Indiana  and  Iowa — and  has  witnessed  with 
deep  interest  the  progress  made  in  the  Miss- 
issippi valley,  bearing  her  part  in  a  quiet  but 
no  less  important  manner  than  did  the  pio- 
neer husband  and  father.  Notwithstanding 
her  busy  and  active  life  she  is  still  remark- 
ably well  preserved  and  could  easily  pass  for 
a  woman  ten  or  fifteen  years  ycjunger.  She 
enjoys  fancy  needle  work  and  makes  many 
beautiful  articles,  her  proficiency  being  equal 
tt)  almost  any  one  in  the  county  along  that 
line.  She  keeps  w-ell  informed  on  the  ques- 
tions of  general  interest  concerning  the 
neighborhood  and  the  nation,  has  a  genial, 
sunny  disposition  and  is  very  popular  with 
her  acquaintances.  She  Imlds  membership 
in  the  Presbyterian  church  and  contributes 
liberally  to  its  support.  She  is  one  of  the 
wealthy  women  of  southwestern  Iowa  and 
has  ever  capably  controlled  her  extensive 
interests.  Her  history  is  one  which  con- 
tains many  entertaining  chapters,  owing  to 
her  connection  with  ])i<ineer  events  in  three 
of  the  great  conmii  inwealths  of  the  nation. 


AMOS  E.   COOK. 

The  man  who  acliieves  success  in  the 
legal  profession  is  even  more  strictly  the 
"architect  of  his  own  fortunes"  than  is  the 
average  self-made  business  man,  there  l)e- 
ing  in  the  keen  ci'mjietitions  of  the  lawyer's 
life,  with  its  constantly  recurring  mental 
duel  between  eager  and  determined  antag- 
onists, no  chance  for  the  operation  of  in- 
lluences  which  mav  be  called  to  the  aid  of 
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the  merchant,  the  manufacturer  or  the 
financier.  Among  the  men  of  Mills  county 
who  have  demonstrated  their  ahilities  in 
this  difficult  field  Amos  E.  Cook  holds  a 
leading-  place,  and  his  history  affords  an  in- 
teresting example  of  ambition  rightly  direct- 
ed and  pursued  with  a  zeal  which  over- 
comes all  obstacles. 

Claiming  Iowa  as  his  native  state  he 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  Salem,  Henry 
county,  March  lo,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of 
Obediah  H.  and  Elizabeth  Cook,  now  resi- 
dents of  Salem,  Iowa.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  while  the  mother  was  born 
in  New  Jersey. 

During  his  bo3diood  our  subject  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  district  schools  near  his 
home,  and  later  attended  Whittier  College 
at  Salem,  obtaining  the  principal  part  of  his 
education  in  the  winter  schools,  while  dur- 
ing the  summer  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the 
farm,  like  the  average  farmer  boy.  He  en- 
tered the  law  department  of  the  Iowa  Uni- 
versity, where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1 88 1.  Returning  home  he  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  for  about  a  year,  and 
then  went  to  Page  county,  Iowa,  where  the 
following  two  vears  were  passed.  In  Alarch, 
1886,  he  came  to  Malvern,  and  has  since 
successfully  engaged  in  the  i)ractice  of  his 
chosen  profession  at  this  place. 

In  June,  1S85,  Mr.  Cook  was  married  in 
Page  county  to  ]\Iiss  Florence  Rice,  who  was 
born  in  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  A.  T.  Rice. 
By  this  union  were  born  two  sons,  Carrol.l- 
ton  and  Kennetli.  Although  ]\Irs.  Cook  has 
been  an  iinalid  for  some  time  she  bears  her 
sufferings  with  true  Christian  fortitude,  and 
is  a  lady  of  most  l()val)le  disposition  and 
noble  character. 

Since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 


for  James  A.  Garfield,  Mr.  Cook  has  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
political  affairs.  He  has  filled  many  local  of- 
fices, and  in  1898  was  elected  county  attorney 
of  Mills  county,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now 
serving  his  fellow  citizens  in  a  most  credit- 
able and  acceptable  manner.  He  is  a  man 
of  deep  research  and  careful  investigation^ 
and  his  skill  and  ability  have  won  for  him 
a  liberal  patronage.  Socially  he  stands  high, 
and  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  and  he  and  his  family  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


GRANT  NEELEY. 

A  prominent  agriculturist  and  successful 
stock-raiser  of  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  is 
Grant  Neeley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Scott  township,  this  county, 
January  31,  1864,  and  was  a  son  of  Jesse 
Walker  Neeley,  born  in  Pike  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1823,  and  his  father  was  Henry 
Neeley,  a  farmer  of  the  same  county,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Two  children 
of  our  subject's  grandparents  are  living — 
George  Neeley,  who  is  a  resident  of  Okla- 
homa, and  Mrs.  Ellen  Lisle,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Pike  county,  Illinois. 

Jesse  W.  Neeley  crossed  the  plains  to  Cal- 
ifornia in  185 1,  going  to  the  gold  mines  from 
his  Illinois  home,  but  after  two  years  of 
mining  and  other  labor  in  the  west  he  came 
to  Iowa.  Probably  his  time  of  location  in 
this  state  was  1857,  and  all  his  worldly  goods 
consisted  of  a  horse  and  an  ox  team,  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Ten 
years  later  Mr.  Neeley  disposed  of  his  prop- 
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€rty  for  ten  thousand  dollars  and  returned 
ti)  his  old  neio-hhorhood  in  llhnois.  inlend- 
nv^  to  remain  there,  hut  he  recahcd  the  heau- 
tiful  rolliui;-  prairies  and  fertile  farm  land 
of  this  magnificent  state  and  he  came  back. 
In  1862  Air.  Xeeley  bought  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  for  wliich  he 
paid  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre,  and  sub- 
sequently added  to  it  until  his  ownership 
extended  over  eight  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
five  hundred  on  the  productive  bottoms,  and 
three  hundred  on  the  fertile  bluffs.  Mr. 
Neeley  was  a  very  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  his  yield  being  some  ten  thou- 
sand bushels  of  corn  per  year,  two  or  three 
car  loads  of  cattle  and  from  two  to  three 
hundred  Poland  China  hogs.  He  never  felt 
later  in  life  that  he  had  made  any  mistake  in 
locating  in  the  beautiful  country  where  sue- 
■cess  crowned  his  efforts. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  he  was  an  ar- 
dent admirer  of  tlie  philanthropist,  Peter 
Cooper,  and  belicxed  that  if  men  of  his 
stamp  were  placed  in  control  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  affairs  of  the  nation  would  be 
more  efficiently  administered.  Although  not 
an  office  seeker  he  was  called  upon  to  act 
.as  township  trustee  and  school  director  and 
to  fill  other  local  offices  at  various  times.  jNTr. 
Neeley  believed  in  the  Universalist  faith,  ruid 
was  a  good  and  charitable  man.  Our  sub- 
ject's parents  reared  these  children  :  Henry, 
who  died  in  Kansas,  in  1897;  Kmnia.  who 
is  the  widow  of  John  Drew  and  h\es  in 
Ouincy,  where  she  is  educating  her  only 
son;  William,  who  is  a  farmer,  residing  near 
Farragut.  in  this  county;  Charlotte,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Lucas,  and  li\'es  on  a 
part  of  the  old  farm;  and  firaut. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
recei\ed   a   C(jmm(^n-school     education,     re- 


maining at   h(jme   until   his   marriage.   July 
14,  1S89.  to  Miss  Ellen  I)risc<jll,  of  Illinois, 
a  claughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Xagle) 
Driscoll.   who  came   from   IHiinjis    to    this 
township,  in  iSjj.  bringing  with  them  their 
children, — Maggie,     who    died    aged    ten; 
James,  a  railroad  conductor,  now  living  in 
Boone,  Iowa;  John,  who  li\es  on  the  old 
home  place;  Mrs.  Xeeley,  who  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Katie,  who  is  the  wife 
of   William   Wise.      The   children   born   to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neeley  were, — Jessie;  Bessie; 
and  Fern,  wdio  died  July  8,  1900.     She  was 
a   patient   little   sufferer   who   died    after   a 
lingering  illness  of  nine  months,   from  the 
effects  of  accidentally  drinking  concentrated 
lye.     She  was  only  fi\e  years  old  and  the 
pet   of  the   family. 

Mr.  Xeeley  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
opinions,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  ser\'e 
as  road  superintendent  and  school  director. 
Soci-ally  he  is  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  encamp- 
ment. Mrs.  X'^eeley  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Catholic  church  and  is  much  beloved 
for  her  graces  of  mind  and  character.  The 
pleasant  family  residence  was  built  by  Mr. 
Xeelev's  father,  but  rebuilt  bv  himself,  and 
shelters  a  family  that  is  most  highly  es- 
teemed through  the  neighborhood. 


CLAVTOX  C.  POTTER. 

Rising  above  the  head  of  the  mass  are 
many  men  of  sterling  worth  and  value,  who 
by  sheer  perseverance  and  pluck  have  con- 
quered fortune,  and  bv  their  own  unaided 
efforts  have  risen  from  the  ranks  of  the 
commonplace  to  eminence  and  positions  of 
respect  and  trust.  The  records  of  the  lives 
of  our   forefathers  are  of   interest    to    the 
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modern  citizen,  not  alone  for  their  historical 
value  but  also  for  the  inspiration  and  ex- 
ample they  afford;  yet  we  need  not  look  to 
the  past.  Although  surroundings  may  differ 
the  essential  conditions  of  human  life  are 
e\'er  the  same  and  a  man  can  learn  from  the 
success  of  those  around  him  if  he  will  heed 
the  obvious  lesson  contained  in  their  his- 
tory. 

Turn  to  the  life  record  of  Cl.ayton  C. 
Potter,  study  carefully  the  plans  and  meth- 
ods he  has  followed  and  you  will  learn  les- 
sons of  value.  A  strong  determined  pur- 
pose, guided  by  sound  judgment  and  honor- 
able effort,  has  been  the  keynote  of  his  suc- 
cess, and  to-da}^  in  Mills  county  no  man 
enjoys  the  unqualified  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  present 
efficient  clerk  of  the  district  court.  He  was 
born  in  Dekalb  county,  Illinois,  on  the  25th 
of  April,  1859,  his  parents  being  Charles 
H.  and  Sarah  (Montanye)  Potter.  The  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  New^ 
York,  and  throughout  all  of  his  life  fol- 
lowed farming.  In  the  '40s  he  removed  to 
Illinois,  where  he  resided  through  the  suc- 
ceeding thirty-four  years.  He  then  sold  his 
property  interests  in  that  state  and  in  1874 
removed  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifi-y-seven  years. 
He  was  a  son  of  Hart  and  Betty  Potter, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  'of  the  Empire 
state  and  both  died  in  Sandwich,  Illinois, 
the  grandfather  at  the  age  of  eight-four 
years,  while  the  grandmother  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eightv.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Montanye.  He  and  his 
wife  were  residents  of  Tunkhannock,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  former  died  in  Marys- 
ville,  Misouri.     The  mother  of  our  subject 


spent  her  last  days  on  the  home  farm  in 
Illinois,  passing  away  when  about  thirty- 
three  years  of  age.  She  had  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely :  Clay- 
ton C.  and  two  sisters, — Nettie,  who  is  now 
the  widow  of  Ira  Connett  and  has  one  son, 
and  Jessie,  wife  of  Walter  J.  Eddington, 
by  whom  she  has  five  children. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Clay- 
ton C.  Potter  we  present  to  our  readers  the 
life  record  of  one  who  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  in  Mills  county.  His  early 
life  w^as  spent  upon  a  farm  and  he  began  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  but  wdien 
about  seven  years  of  age  entered  the  schools 
of  Sandwich,  Illinois.  He  afterward  spent 
one  term  in  study  in  Valparaiso,  Indiana, 
and  later  pursued  a  commercial  course  in 
Keokuk,  Iowa.  Subsequently  he  spent  one 
year  in  the  Normal  College  at  Valparaiso. 
In  1877  he  returned  to  his  home,  joining 
the  family  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri. 
He  engaged  in  clerking  in  a  drug  store  and 
devoted  his  evenings  to  the  study  of  telegra- 
phy. About  1878  he  entered  a  railway  office 
where  he  continued  the  study  of  telegraphy 
and  was  employed  at  nights  for  a  year  and 
a  half.  He  was  then  out  of  employment 
for  thirty  days,  after  which  he  was  given 
a  better  position  at  Hamburg,  Iowa,  in  June, 
1881.  Here  he  remained  for  a  year  act- 
ing as  telegraph  operator.  He  afterward 
spent  about  three  months  traveling,  hoping 
to  gain  a  better  position,  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  went  to  Forest  City,  Mis- 
souri, where  he  remained  for  five  years  in 
the  railroad  office.  Again  he  spent  one  year 
in  Hamburg,  Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886 
he  did  extra  work  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad,  be- 
ing thus  employed  until  the  ist  of  February,. 
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1888.  lie  then  secured  a  regular  position 
at  Pacific  Junction.  Iowa,  w  here  he  remained 
five  years,  when,  in  Deceniher,  1892.  lie  ac- 
ce])tc(l  the  office  of  clerk  in  the  (Hstrict  court. 
being  elected  in  the  fall  of  that  vear.  He 
was  re-elected  in  1894.  1896,  1898  and 
1900.  so  that  he  is  the  present  incumbent. 
His  entire  service  in  this  office  will 
liave  covered  a  period  of  ten  years  in  1902. 
Xo  one  else  has  e\-er  made  so  creditable  a 
record  in  this  position  ;  no  office  has  ever  been 
manag"ed  in  a  way  more  free  from  corru])- 
tion  ;  no  shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of 
e\il.  has  been  cast  upon  his  ])ublic  career. 
His  fidelity  to  duty  is  known  to  all  and  he 
has  the  unqualified  confidence  of  men  of 
all  parties.  His  pu1)lic  record  is  one  that  is 
certainly  worthy  of  emulation.  He  has  been 
a  stanch  Republican  since  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  General  Harrison  in 
1888. 

Mr.  Potter  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  for  four  years,  and  with  the 
Knights  of  Khorassan.  an  auxiliary  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Presbyterian  faith  and  though  not  a  lucm- 
ber  of  the  church  he  has  throughout  his  ca- 
reer closely  followed  the  golden  rule,  and 
his  life  record  is  indeed  creditable.  Crippled 
in  infancy  he  has  from  early  boyhood  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and 
though  handicaj)pe(l  he  has  worked  his  wav 
steadily  upward  until  he  is  able  to  command 
a  responsible  ])olitical  position  and  at  the 
same  time  enjoys  the  bighest  regard  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow  men.  That  he  has 
been  a  popular  ofilcer  is  shown  b\-  the  fact 
that  he  has  been   \\\q  times  elected   to  the 


position  which  he  i>  now  filling.  He  dis- 
charges his  duty  with  great  prom])tness, 
abilitv  and  fidelitv. 


SHTRLKV  niLULLAXI). 

Among  the  practitioners  at  the  bar  of 
(lienwood  is  Shirley  (iillilland  who,  having 
been  well  (|ualitled  by  a  thorough  prepara- 
tion for  the  practice  of  the  law.  is  now  in 
command  of  a  large  and  distinctivelv  repre- 
sentative clientage.  He  was  born  near  (lien- 
wood  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Frances 
(Wright)  (iillilland.  under  whose  roof  he 
remained  initil  seventeen  years  of  age.  ac- 
quiring his  education  in  the  district  scIkhjIs 
and  in  the  schools  of  (denwood.  He  then 
left  home  and  became  a  student  in  the  Iowa 
University,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1879. 
Subsequently  he  took  a  course  in  the  law 
school  there,  being  graduated  in  1884.  After 
being  licensed  to  practice  he  was  for  \\\q. 
years  associated  with  General  John  ^'. 
Stone,  but  since  that  time  has  been  alone. 
Professional  advancement  is  proverbially 
slow,  yet  for  some  years  Mr.  Gillilland  has 
occupied  an  enviable  position  among  the 
practitioners  having  in  charge  the  most  in- 
portant  litigated  interests  of  the  district. 

In  the  year  of  his  admission  to  the  bar 
r\lr.  (iillilland  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Florence  Clark,  who  died  five  months 
later,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  In 
1889  he  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
beinu"  with  Miss  Elsie  Moulton.  who  was 
born  near  W'averly.  Illinois,  and  is  the 
mother  of  four  children,  of  whnm  three  are 
yet  li\ing,  as  follows:  I'aul.  Grace  and  Na- 
than V.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Congreeational  church  in  which  Mr.  Gillil- 
land  served  as  trustee  for  several  vears.  and 
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in  Sunday-school  work  he  is  also  active.  In 
politics  he  is  a  recognized  leader  of  his  party. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  James  A.  Garfield. 
For  nine  years  he  served  on  the  state  board 
of  regents,  has  been  county  attorney  of  Mills 
county  for  six  years  and  has  filled  many  of 
the  local  offices.  He  was  president  of  the 
Old  Settlers'  Association,  composed  of  the 
three  counties  of  the  southwest  portion  of 
the  state,  Pottawattamie,  INIills  and  Fre- 
mont. He  takes  an  acti\'e  interest  in  the 
various  affairs  which  contril)ute  to  the  wel- 
fare and  progress  of  the  state  and  with- 
holds his  support  from  no  mox-ement  ^vhich 
he  believes  will  operate  for  the  general  good. 


THOALVS  M.  AISTROPF. 

England  has  furnished  to  the  United 
States  many  bright,  enterprising  young  men 
who  have  left  the  mother  country  to  enter 
the  Inisiness  circles  of  this  land  with  its  more 
progressive  methods,  lively  competition  and 
jid\ancement  more  easily  secured.  Among 
this  number  is  Thomas  Alarling  Aistrope, 
v.ho  ^vhen  a  young  man  came  to  the  new 
vv'orld,  seeking  wider  fields  in  which  to  give 
greater  scope  to  his  ambition  in  the  freedom 
and  fine  opportunity  for  progress  afforded 
in  the  growing  western  portion  of  this  coun- 
trv,  and  to-dav  he  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock  men  in  iMills  county,  hav- 
ing won  splendid  success  along  these  lines  of 
labor.  Although  born  across  the  water,  he 
is  a  thorough  American  in  thought  and 
feeling,  and  is  patriotic  and  true  in  his  alle- 
giance to  the  stars  and  stripes.  He  carries 
on  farming  in  southwestern  Iowa,  where  he 
has  acquired  a  fortune  and  where  he  is  an 
h.onored  and  esteemed  citizen. 

]\Ir.  Aistrope  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 


England,  December  n,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Mason)  Aistrope,  both 
of  wdiom  were  also  natives  of  Lincolnshire. 
The  father  was  born  in  1790  and  passed 
away  March  28,  1839.  his  death  occurring 
in  his  native  England.  He  was  a  miller  by 
trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  throughout 
h.is  active  business  career.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  Liitcolnshire  in  1788,  died  in 
England,  February  20,  1875,  and  was  laid 
by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  cemetery 
at  Luddington.  This  couple  were  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  namely:  John,  who 
was  born  April  8,  181 2,  and  died  May  16, 
1 851;  William,  who  was  born  February 
19,  1814,  and  died  in  1882;  George,  who 
v.as  born  July  26,  1816,  and  died  July  17, 
1820;  Alary  Ann.  who  was  born  February 
15,  1819,  and  died  in  1895;  Alice,  who  was 
born  November  19,  1821,  and  died  in  1898; 
Susanna,  who  was  born  March  8,  1824,  and 
died  February  14,  1885;  George,  who  was 
born  October  7,  1826,  and  is  deceased; 
Thomas  M.,  who  is  the  next  of  the  family; 
Walter,  who  was  born  April  16,  1831,  and 
died  May  25,  1881  ;  and  Ann,  who  was  born 
September  16,  1833,  and  now  resides  in 
England. 

Of  this  family  Thomas  Marling  Aist- 
rope is  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  and  with 
one  exception  is  the  only  survivor.  The 
father  died  when  Thomas  was  only  ten  years 
of  age  and  he  then  began  working  by  the  day 
among  farmers  of  the  neighborhood,  receiv- 
ing twelve  cents  per  day.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  William 
Foster,  who  paid  him  four  pounds  for  the 
first  year's  service  and  also  boarded  him. 
The  second  year  he  received  five  pounds  and 
his  board.  He  was  employed  as  a  farm 
hand  for  nine  years,  working  for  William 
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Clark  f(»r  Iwo  x'cars  aiul  atlerward  fur  Air.  ' 
Clark's   sister.    Mrs.    Foster.     Subsequently  \ 
he  was  employed  with  John  Ireland  for  four  ! 
years.     In  the  fall  of  iSSi  he  leased  a  flour- 
ini4  mill  and  for  three  and  a  lialf  years  he 
was  ong-ag'ed  in  the  millini;-  Inisiness. 

In  the  meantime  i\Ir.  Aistrope  heard 
favorable  reports  of  the  opportunities  offered 
in  the  new  world  and  accordingly  decided 
to  leave  his  home  in  Eng-land,  and  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1855.  he  bade  adieu  to  friends 
ami  relatives  and  went  to  Liverpool.  On 
the  7th  of  the  same  month  he  sailed  iv  )\v  th;.t 
l)ort  to  America  on  the  vessel  (luy  Manner- 
ing.  and  on  the  i8th  of  June  landed  at  New 
York,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Chicago.  He 
remained  in  the  metropoHs  of  the  west  a 
week,  after  which  he  continued  on  his  jour- 
ney to  McHenry  county,  IlHnois,  where  he 
remained  for  three  montlis.  working-  on  a 
farm  for  eighteen  dollars  per  month.  In 
the  fall  of  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  spent 
twt)  years  in  Van  Buren  county,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Clark  county,  Missouri,  re- 
maining there  for  four  years.  On  the  ex- 
piration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Alills 
county,  arriving  on  the  20th  of  March,  1862. 
In  the  summer  of  that  year  he  lived  upon  a 
farm  tnvned  by  William  Dyson,  but  planted 
a  crop  (  n  the  John  lUitte  farm.  He  spent 
the  winter  of  1862-63  in  ( ilenwood  and  in 
the  fall  of  1 862  he  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land,  l)u_\ing  a  tract  of  Patrick  Dunagan. 
The  farm  is  located  in  \\'hitc  Cloud  town- 
shij).  on  sections  17  and  20.  and  he  also  has 
fifteen  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  21. 
In  the  spring  of  1863  he  erected  a  frame 
residence  30x34  feet  and  has  since  made 
manv  additions  and  improvements,  trans- 
forming the  place  into  a  commodinus  and 
comfortal)le  home.     At  one  time  he  was  the 


owner  oi  seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  of  land  in  Mills  county,  having  from 
time  to  time  added  to  his  original  purchase 
umil  his  ])ossessions  aggregate  the  amount 
stated.  1  le  has  also  owned  fi\e  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Fremont  ccjunty  and  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Madison  coun- 
ty, Nebraska,  and  one  section  in  Cheyenne 
county.  Kansas.  He  has  given  t<j  each  of 
his  eleven  children  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  thus  enabling  them  to  make 
a  good  start  in  life.  He  likewise  owns  eight 
town  lots  in  Mahern  and  his  property  is 
very  valuable.  He  has  given  most  of  his 
attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  being  one 
of  the  hrst  to  engage  in  this  business  in  his 
section  of  Mills  county.  He  keeps  on  hand 
large  herds  of  cattle  of  good  grades  and 
his  sales  bring  to  him  a  good  revenue. 

Ere  leaving  his  native  country  Mr.  Aist- 
rope marrie.l  Miss  Jane  Whatt.  who  was 
born  in  W'higift.  Yorkshire,  England,  De- 
cember 3,  1830.  The  wedding  was  cele- 
brated in  the  Iq)iscopal  church.  March  31, 
1850.  and  twelve  children  have  been  born 
unt!)  them,  five  sons  and  seven  daughters, 
but  the  eldest  son  died  in  infancy.  Three 
children  were  born  in  the  old  country  and 
then  the  family  removed  to  the  United  States 
in  the  spring  of  1855.  From  1862  up  to  the 
time  of  her  death  Mrs.  Aistrope  continuously 
resided  in  Mills  county  and  was  to  her  hus- 
band a  faithful  companion  and  helpmeet. 
One  of  the  local  papers  published  at  the  time 
of  her  death,  which  occurred  December  3, 
1898.  on  the  sixty-eighth  anniversary  of  her 
birth,  said :  "Coming  to  this  country  with 
practically  no  means,  save  the  natural  gifts 
of  health  and  strength,  love  for  each  other 
and  hopeful  ambition  for  the  future,  this 
worthy  couple   furnish  a  striking  example 
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of  what  loving  hearts  and  wilHiig  hands, 
working-  in  unison,  may  accomplish.  Of 
Mrs.  Aistrope  it  may  be  well  said,  'her  work 
is  finished.'  It  was  well  and  faithfully 
done. — a  life  whose  wifehood  and  mother- 
hood has  borne  rich  fruitage,  and  whose 
heritage  to  the  world  is  her  large  family  of 
high-minded,  honorable  and  universally  es- 
teemed sons  and  daughters.  Surely  the  in- 
fluence of  her  gentle,  helpful  life  will  linger 
as  a  sweet  incense  in  the  memories  of  her 
bereft  husband  and  children,  who  are  as- 
sured of  the  deepest  sympathy  of  their  hosts 
of  friends.''  In  another  paper  appeared  the 
following:  "^^'ords  are  inadequate  to  ex- 
press the  regard  and  esteem  in  which  the  de- 
cease! was  held  by  her  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances. An  upright,  true  Christian 
v/oman,  she  has  left  void  a  place  that  will 
be  hard  to  fill.  A  loving  and  indulgent 
wife  and  mother,  she  will  be  sadly  missed  in 
the  old  home  where  she  reared  her  large 
family  in  the  way  of  virtue  and  goodness, 
and  tlie  respect  and  esteem  in  which  her 
children  are  now  hekl  in  the  neighborhood 
is  a  living  testimonial  to  her  life's  work 
that  cannot  be  overlooked  or  forgotten. 
Though  she  suffered  much  pain  during  her 
last  few  v.-eeks  of  this  life,  she  bore  it  all 
with  a  patient  and  kindly  smile,  which  could 
but  make  better  men  and  women  of  those 
who  saw  her.  Though  she  is  no  more  with 
her  loved  ones  on  this  earth,  yet  her  memory 
will  e\-er  linger  as  a  strong  binding  cord, 
drawing  them  to  her  in  her  heavenly  home 
where  they  will  meet  to  part  no  more.  A 
fitting  life,  well  ended,  she  will  always  be 
held  in  grateful  remembrance  and  esteem  by 
all  who  knew  her. 

"The  funeral  services  were  held  af  the 
bereaved  home  on  ]Mondav  mornine  at   1 1 


o'clock.  Rev.  W.  J.  Watson  preaching  a  ser- 
mon full  of  comfort  and  good  cheer.  The 
old  Baptist  church  choir,  of  fifteen  or  more 
years  ago,  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  P.  M, 
Cadwell,  who  took  the  place  of  Mrs.  Joy 
Swain,  the  latter  playing  the  accompaniment, 
rendered  some  beautiful  and  appropriate 
singing.  The  quartet  was  composed  of 
Messrs.  Arthur  Brown  and  Joy  Swain  and 
Mrs.  Laura  Larison  and  Mrs.  P.  M.  Cadwell, 
The  casket  was  beautifully  bedecked  with 
roses,  wreaths  and  other  floral  offerings, 
a  last  token  of  regard  from  the  family  and 
many  freinds.  It  was  a  large  funeral  pro- 
cession which  \vended  its  way  to  Malvern 
cemetery,  hundreds  of  old  pioneer  friends 
coming  for  miles  to  pay  their  last  respects 
to  their  dead  friend  and  neighbor.  She 
was  carried  to  her  last  resting  place  by  six 
old  pioneer  citizens  of  Mills  county,  all  old 
friends, — El  Fickel,  Joseph  Foxworthy, 
William  Byers,  H.  \\'.  Summers,  William 
Robinson  and  B.  S.  Riffle. 

"A  touching  incident  in  connection  with 
the  funeral  procession  is  as  follows :  Thirty- 
six  years  ago  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aistrope 
and  family  were  driving  to  their  new  home, 
the  wdiole  bottom  of  the  Foxworthy  bridge 
was  under  water.  They  were  driving  four 
horses  aufl  when  they  came  to  where  the  old 
bridge  was  they  did  not  know  how  to  get 
across,  not  daring  to  risk  driving  over  the 
bridge  without  knowing  something  about 
it.  ]Mr.  Joseph  Foxworthy,  who  resided 
where  he  does  now,  came  out  and  led  the  lead 
team  safely  over  the  bridge.  It  was  a  little 
thing  perhaps,  but  Mrs.  Aistrope  never  for- 
got it,  and  one  of  her  requests  was  that  when 
.she  was  being  carried  to  the  cemetery  that 
Mr.  Foxworthy  should  lead  the  hearse  team 
back  over  this  same  bridge,  saying  that  when 
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they  first  came  here  he  had  led  thcni  over 
into  a  good  country  where  thc}-  had  pros- 
pered and  been  happy,  and  hoping  that  when 
he  led  her'l)ack  over  the  bridge  he  would  lead 
her  to  a  still  better  place.  Tier  request  was 
followed  to  the  letter  and  those  who  wit- 
nessed the  <»ld  gentleman  leading  the  hearse 
team  o\cr  the  bridge  and  knew  the  circum- 
stances felt  the  full  force  of  her  last  signifi- 
cant remark,  'to  a  still  better  place.'  " 

The  sur\i\ing  children  of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs. 
Aistrope  are:  Mrs.  M.  T.  Davis;  Mrs.  M. 
Cunningham ;  Mrs.  S.  Kilpatrick ;  W.  G. ; 
^Irs.  F.  L.  Goodwin;  Thomas  M.  :  W.  W. ; 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Reed;  Nellie  V.;  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Mulholland  :  and  II.  P.  V.  All  are  living 
in  Mills  county  with  the  exception  of  Mrs. 
Reed,  whom  makes  her  home  in  Madison, 
Nebraska.  In  the  summer  of  1900  Mr. 
Aistrope,  accompanied  by  his  daughter  Nel- 
lie, made  a  trip  to  their  old  home  in  England, 
visiting  again  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  and 
renewing  acquaintance  with  those  friends  of 
his  earlv  vouth  who  were  still  living  in  the 
locality.  They  also  spent  some  time  at  the 
Paris  Exposition  and  then  returned  to  the 
United  States.  In  everything  pertaining  to 
the  upbuilding  of  his  adopted  county  Mr. 
Aistrope  takes  an  active  part  and  is  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  enterprises  which  insure 
its  progress.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  that  oft  misused  term,  his 
prosperity  in  life  being  due  to  his  industry 
and  integrity.  Fortune  has  certainly  dealt 
kindly  with  him  and  his  life  is  a  living  illus- 
tration of  what  ability,  energy  and  force  of 
character  can  accomplish.  His  county  and 
state  have  been  enriched  by  his  example, 
for  it  is  to  such  men  that  the  west  owes  its 
prosperity,  its  rapid  jjrogress  and  its  ad- 
vancement. 


ITOX.   I-U AXcIS  M.   l-.STES. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Sidney  township,  Fremont  county, 
Iowa,  is  Francis  Marion  Estes,  who  has  been 
pr(jminently  identified  with  public  affairs  of 
the  state  for  a  number  of  years.  ?Ie  was  born 
in  Andrew  county.  Missouri,  September  3, 
1S46,  and  was  a  son  of  Joel  and  Patsy 
(  Stollings)  Estes.  the  latter  of  X'irginia  and 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Stollings. 
Mer  father  was  a  minister  in  the  Methodist 
church.  Joel  Estes  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
May  26.  1806.  and  was  a  son  of  Peter  Estes, 
wh(jse  birth  took  ])lace  in  X'irginia.  on  De- 
cember 6,  1774.  and  his  death  on  January 
18,  1854,  in  Missouri.  He  was  the  owner 
of  three  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  name 
of  his  wife  was  Esther  Hiatt  Estes,  and  they 
were  parents  of  seven  children.  Both  grand- 
parents are  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  near 
St.  Josc])h.  ]^Iisouri. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married 
in  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  November  u. 
1826,  and  became  pioneers  of  Andrew  coun- 
ty. Misouri.  where  thcv  lived  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  1859,  at  which  time  Mr. 
Estes  rcnio\ed  t(^  Colorad(^  and  discovered 
what  is  now  named  Estes  Park,  on  October 
J  5-  1859.  This  tract  of  land  is  one  of  the 
fuicst  natural  parks  in  the  northwest,  con- 
taining between  eig"hty  and  one  hundred 
square  miles.  In  1866  Mr.  Estes  went  to 
Texas,  and  from  there  to  Washington  coun- 
tv,  Arkansas,  where  he  bought  seven  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  which  he  sold  three  years 
later,  and  then  returned  to  Colorado.  In 
this  state  he  engaged  in  cattle  raising,  own- 
ing at  one  time  eight  hundred  head  of  cattle, 
lie  had  been  a  man  of  great  wealth,  but  the 
war  caused  him  to  lose  maiiv  thousand  dol- 
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lars;  hence  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1875,  liis  estate  was  small,  and  when 
divided  between  his  wife  and  eleven  chil- 
dren did  not  place  any  in  affluent  circum- 
stances. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  August 
6,  1886.  at  the  age  of  eighty.  The  members 
of  the  familv  who  survived  her  were :  Har- 
den, who  is  an  early  settler  and  rancher  in 
Baker  county,  Oregon,  where  he  owns  sev- 
eral thousand  acres  of  land,  his  home  being 
in  Baker  City;  Lovey,  who  married  Abra- 
ham Patterson  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  leaving  seven  children ;  Wood- 
son, who  served  two  years  as  recruiting  of- 
ficer in  Chicago,  was  captain  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Missouri  Volunteers,  and  for  a  short 
time  was  commander  at  Arkansas  Post,  in 
1863,  and  died  in  1894  from  injuries  which 
he  received  during  the  war,  leaving  three 
children,  one  a  surgeon  at  Astoria,  Oregon; 
Newton,  who  was  a  ranchman  in  Washing- 
ton territory  at  an  early  day  and  died  in 
1894;  Martha,  who  married  Joseph  Hiatt, 
of  Sidney,  Iowa,  and  fifteen  of  their  seven- 
teen children  living,  and  all  are  married  but 
one ;  Jasper  W.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  this  coun- 
ty; Jesse,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Oreg^on,  where 
he  settled  in  1858;  Milton,  who  is  living  re- 
tired in  Denver,  Colorado;  Sarah,  who  is 
the  wife  of  W.  K.  Hiatt,  a  farmer  of  this 
county;  Mary  Jane,  who  is  the  widow  of 
John  Ruffner,  and  resides  in  Denver;  Phi- 
lena,  who  was  the  wife  of  Durand  Neely, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ;  Francis 
Marion,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  and  Joel. 
a  gold  and  silver  miner  of  Colorado. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Andrew  county.  Missouri,  leav- 
ing school  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  al- 
though ihe  continued  at  studv  for  three  years 


longer  under  the  supervision  of  his  brother 
Milton.  Mr.  Estes  considers  time  well 
spent  that  increases  knowledge,  and  is  one 
of  the  men  who  will  study,  in  some  line,  all 
his  life.  Until  he  was  twenty  years  old  he 
remained  at  his  home  in  Estes  Park,  coming 
from  Colorado  to  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  in 
the  spring  of  1866. 

Mr.  Estes  was  married  August  30,  1866, 
to  Miss  Mary  C.  Hiatt,  who  was  born  in 
Peoria  county,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Nancy  (Spence)  Hiatt,  all  of 
Illinois,  the  father  being  a  farmer  who  had 
come  to  this  county  in  1851.  Here  he  en- 
tered one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
and  subsequently  owned  four  hundred  acres. 
Mrs.  Hiatt  died  at  an  early  age  and  Mr. 
Hiatt  married  again.  The  two  children  of 
the  first  marriage  were  Page,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Boise  City,  Idaho,  and  Mrs.  Estes, 
of  this  sketdh. 

Immediately  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Estes  began  their  domestic  life  on 
a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  forty  acres, 
for  which  Mr.  Estes  had  paid  five  hundred 
dollars.  In  1870  a  new  house  took  the  place 
of  the  old  one,  and  save  for  the  change  in 
the  residences  the  family  lives  in  the  same 
place  which  sheltered  the  newly  wedded 
pair,  so  many  years  ago.  Mr.  Estes  has  ac- 
cumulated large  tracts  of  land,  at  one  time 
owning  twelve  hundred  acres  in  this  county 
and  nine  hundred  acres  in  Nebraska.  His 
children  have  profited  l)y  his  generosity,  as 
he  has  given  each  one  a  good  farm,  and  still 
'retains  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
the  home  farm.  The  farming  and  stock- 
feeding  done  by  our  subject  have  been  suc- 
cessfully carried  on,  and  he  has  had  no 
difficulty  in  feeding  as  many  as  fifteen  car 
loads  of 'cattle  per  year  and  two  car  loads  of 
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hogs.  Formerly  he  lias  orown  as  much  as 
fifteen  thousand  l)ushels  of  corn  annually, 
hut  for  the  past  seven  years  has  turned  his 
attention  principally  to  liorliculture,  his  aij^ilc 
orchards  comprising  ninety  acres. 

The  children  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estes 
are  as  follows:  Kohert  L..  who  is  a  farmer 
and  stock-tlealer  near  Sidney,  wedded  Mary 
Kauhle.  of  I'unias  county,  Xehraska ; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Edward  lUddwin,  of 
Scott  township;  Joel  S.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Thurman  high  school,  is  now  a  hardware 
merchant  of  that  place;  Reuhen  M.  is  a 
pupil  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  is  a 
natural  orator,  and  is  desirous  of  attend- 
ing Harvard  College;  Charles  F.,  twin 
brother  of  Reuhen,  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man residing  near  Sidney;  (hies  is  a  student 
in  the  State  Xormal  School,  at  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa;  and  four  others  died  in  infancy. 

An  active  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  Mr.  Estes  has  long  been  regarded  as 
a  leader  in  his  part  of  the  state.  He  well 
represented  his  district  in  the  state  legis- 
lature for  the  terms  of  the  twenty-second 
and  twenty-third  general  assembly  and  as- 
sisted in  framing  the  excellent  laws  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  normal  schools.  He  was 
also  the  autlnjr  of  the  Australian  system  of 
voting  adopted  in  the  twenty-third  general 
assembly.  For  twelve  years  he  w  as  a"  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  so  popular  was  he  with 
couples  wanting  a  marriage  cereuKMiv  per- 
formed that  he  was  styled  the  marrying  jus- 
tice, having  been  called  U[)on  to  perform  the 
ceremony  sixty-five  times  during  his  years 
of  service.  Mr.  ICstes  has  been  ])resident 
of  the  school  board  of  Si(lnc\'  lnwnship, 
which  has  twenty  schools  under  its  juris- 
diction, and  has  lield  all  of  the  local  offices. 
Socially  he  has  been  fur  many  years  connect- 


ed with  the  Masonic  onler,  and  he  has  long 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Primitive 
Baptist  church.  Mr.  Estes  is  a  man  who 
has  had  the  prosperity  of  his  country,  his 
state,  his  ojunty  and  home,  much  at  heart 
and  has  always  worked  with  this  interest  in 
\iew. 


JOHX  TAVL(JK. 

Among  the  industrious,  practical  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  Madison  township, 
Fremont  county,  is  he  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review.  He  is  numbered  amongf 
the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  the  com- 
munity and  he  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
among  the  best  people  of  this  portion  of  the 
state,  where  his  entire  life  has  1)een  passed. 
His  birth  occurred  July  21,  1857.  on  the 
farm  which  he  yet  owns,  his  father  being 
Isaac  Taylor,  one  of  the  pioneers  who  came 
to  the  county  in  1853,  making  an  early 
settlement  here  at  a  period  when  the  work 
of  progress  and  advancement  lay  largely  in 
the  futinx.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  and 
was  reared  in  that  state,  and  in  Douglas 
county.  Illinois,  his  childhood  was  passed 
up(tn  a  farm  where  he  early  became  famil- 
iar with  the  labors  necessary  to  its  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement.  He  was  married 
February  25,  1852,  to  Miss  X'irenda  Eliza- 
beth Utterback,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  but 
was  reared  in  Douglas  county,  Illinois. 
After  their  marriage  they  emigrated  west- 
ward with  team  and  wagon  and  a  small 
amount  of  household  goods.  Thev  firs: 
.settled  near  McKissick's  Grove,  and  in  1854 
removed  to  the  farm  upon  which  he  resided. 
Their  first  home  was  a  log  cabin,  but  it  was 
afterward  replaced  by  a  good  frame  resi- 
dence,  equipped    with    all   the  conveniences 
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of  the  times.  The  father  performed  the 
arduous  task  of  reclaiming  the  Vvild  land 
and  transforming-  it  into  richly  cultivated 
fields,  but  as  the  years  passed  his  farm  be- 
came one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Republican,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  W'esleyan 
church.  His  death  occurred  in  April,  1883, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  born  June  20,  1836, 
died  in  May,  1900,  at  the  age  of  sixty- four. 
She  was  a  woman  widely  loved  for  her 
goodness  of  heart  and  mind,  her  kindness 
and  her  hospitality.  In  business  Mr.  Taylor 
sustained  an  unassailable  reputation  for  in- 
tegrity and  fair  dealing,  and  enjoyed  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  They  had  but 
two  children.  The  daughter,  Sarah  Ann, 
who  was  the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  E. 
V.  Conkly.  She  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years,  leaving  three  children. 

John  Taylor,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  born  on  the  home  farm 
and  it  became  his  play-ground  in  youth  and 
the  scene  of  his  manhood  labors.  During 
the  winter  seasons  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  the  township  and  in  the  summer 
months  worked  in  the  fields.  On  the  12th 
of  November,  1876,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sallie  Florence  Greenamyer, 
a  lady  of  intelligence  who  has  indeed  proved 
to  him  a  faithful  wife  and  companion.  She 
was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
March  3,  i860,  a  daughter  of  Jehu  and 
Mary  Josephine  (Conkle)  Greenamyer. 
The  father  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  of  German-Holland  lineage. 
He  removed  to  Defiance,  that  state,  and  in 
1869  came  to  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  locat- 
ing in  Madison  township.  In  1889  he  be- 
came a  resident  of  Sloan,  Woodbury  coun- 
ty,  this   state.      He  had   ten   children,   five 


sons  and  five  daughters,  namely:  Arthur; 
Sallie  Florence ;  Hattie ;  Denver ;  Nona 
Vesta;  Frank,  who  died,  leaving  a  widow 
and  one  child,  and  she  resides  at  McKis- 
sick's  island;  Park;  Kate  ^^'ilkerson;  and 
Richard  and  Bessie,  at  home.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, Eva  Taylor  and  Ora  Joseph,  the  lat- 
ter a  lad  of  ten  summers. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Taylor  was 
a  Republican.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Camp  No. 
1999,  of  Riverton.  His  time  and  attention, 
however,  are  largely  given  to  the  farm, 
which  comprises  two  hundred  and-  fifty 
acres  of  valuable  land  and  is  a  highly  im- 
proved property,  provided  with  all  modern 
accessories  and  conveniences,  including  sub- 
stantial buildings,  rich  pastures  and  well- 
developed  fields.  In  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming  he  carries  on  stock-raising  and 
is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and  en- 
terprising agriculturists  of  his  community. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  high  regard 
of  all  who  know  them  and  well  deserve 
mention  in  this  volume. 


WILLIAM  ANGUS. 

The  American  citizenship  has  drawn  its 
strength  from  many  sources.  All  of  the 
civilized  countries  of  the  globe  have  sent 
their  representatives  to  the  new  world,  and 
the  strong  characteristics  of  each  people 
have  formed  an  element  in  shaping  the  des- 
tiny of  the  nation  as  it  has  progressed 
along  intellectual,  material,  moral  and  so- 
cial lines.  No  countr}^,  however,  has  fur- 
nished more  desirable  citizens  than  the 
land  of  the  hills  and  heather,  whose  sons 
have  ever  been  noted   for  their  lovaltv  to 
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duty,  their  perseverance  in  the  pursuit  »tf 
an  Iimiest  purpose,  their  reHabiHty  and  their 
industry. 

Mr.  Animus,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch, 
Avas  l)orn  in  Canii)sie  parish.  Stirhngshire, 
Scotland.  'Slay  14,  i8j8.  The  older  branch 
of  the  Campsie  Anguses  ha\e  li\od  at  the 
old  home  and  on  the  farm  lands  of  Carlston 
for  upward  of  three  hundred  years,  hrst  rent- 
ing, then  bu\ing  the  feu  lands  from  Duke 
of  Montrose,  some  two  hundred  antl  sev- 
enty years  ago.  David  Angus,  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  present  sketch, 
was  one  of  the  four  sons  of  William  Angus, 
of  Carlston,  namely,  ^^'ilHam.  l)a\id,  John 
and  James.  David  Angus  held  a  ninety- 
nine  year  lease  of  a  farm  called  Balgrochen 
or  Sandyhole,  where  the  father  of  ]\Ir.  An- 
gus, of  Malvern,  was  born.  He  married 
Miss  Margaret  Douns.  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Janet  Douns,  of  Dalbeth.  Mrs.  Angus 
died  in  Scotland  in  1836.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Angus,  Jr.,  had  eleven  children,  only 
four  of  whom  are  living. 

In  1839.  when  eleven  years  of  age,  Will- 
iam Angus  accompanied  his  father  and  the 
family  to  the  new  world,  taking  passage  on 
the  sailing  vessel  George  Cabot.  Anchor 
was  weighed  in  the  harbor  of  Liveqx>ol, 
England,  and  six  weeks  had  passed  ere  they 
landed  in  Xew  York  city.  The  family  first 
locateil  in  \'ates  county,  Xew  York,  where 
they  remained  until  1853,  when  he  and  his 
father  removed  to  Lake  coinuv,  Illinois. 
In  1856  they  went  to  Houston  count}-.  Min- 
nesot,  where  the  latter  died  in  1869.  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Mr.  Angus,  of  this  review,  did  n(.)t  come 
to  ]\Iills  county  until  1874.  and  then  did 
not  make  a  permanent  location.  Return- 
ing in   1875.  he  established  his  home  here. 


and  has  since  been  a  valued  resident  of  the 
comnuuiity.  lie  was  married  in  1879  to 
Miss  Jolianna  Holm,  a  native  of  Odeshog, 
Ostergotland,  Sweden,  a  daughter  of  Hans 
and  Maria  C.  Swanson.  Three  children 
ha\e  been  born  unto  them,  of  whom  two 
are  living:  William  A.  and  Walter  H.  By 
her  lirst  marriage  Mrs.  Angus  had  a  daugh- 
ter named  Hannah. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angus  began  their  do- 
p.iestic  life  upon  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  While  Cloud  town- 
shij),  where  their  house  was  a  building  six- 
teen by  twenty-four  feet,  one  story  and  a 
half  in  height.  They  afterward  remodeled 
their  house  and  built  a  barn  on  the  farm, 
and  resided  there  until  August,  1899,  when 
they  purchased  a  residence  in  Malvern,  and 
are  now  living  there  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Angus  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  its 
policy.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont,  for  the  spirit  of  lib- 
erty is  strong  within  the  Scotch  people,  and 
that  candidate  stood  for  the  principles  of 
liberty  as  did  no  other  presidential  candidate. 
In  religious  belief  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angus  are 
Baptists,  having  held  membership  in  that  de- 
nomination for  thirty  years.  They  are  peo- 
ple of  high  respectability,  enjoying  the 
warm  regard  of  many  friends,  and  as  re^)- 
resentati\e  citizens  of  Mills  county  they 
well  deser\e  mention  in  this  volume. 


JAAIES  L.  MARTIX. 

The  farms  of  Fremont  c<,»unty.  Iowa, 
are  noted  for  their  fertility,  and  the  fortu- 
nate owner  of  a  productive  tract  of  two 
hundred  acres  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


554 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


James  L.  jMartin  was  born  in  Madison  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  in  1856,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Alartha  (Hodge)  Martin,  the  former 
a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  1839,  the  lat- 
ter a  native  of  the  same  state,  who  died 
thirty-four  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by 
a  brother,  J.   T.   Hodge,  of  Sidney,  Iowa. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  Henry  and  Cynthia  (McRoberts) 
Martin,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Indiana.  The  latter  was  born  in  Kentucky 
and  died  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa.  Henry 
Martin  removed  from  Indiana  to  Madison 
county,  Iowa,  in  1855,  the  next  year  com- 
ing to  Fremont  county,  where  he  located. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  When  he  left 
the  parental  roof  to  engage  in  business  for 
himself  he  applied  the  principles  of  farm- 
ing, Avhich  he  had  learned  during  youth, 
and  has  succeeded  so  well  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time  he  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most 
productive  farms  in  Fremont  county. 

j\Ir.  Martin  married  INIiss  Amanda  Ruse, 
a  daughter  of  David  and  Polly  Ruse,  an 
old  and  prominent  Fremont  county  family. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Martin:  Mrs.  Nellie  Myers;  Stella, 
a  teacher;  Flossie  and  Jessie,  the  two  older 
ladies,  having  graduated  at  the  Sidney  high 
school. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  Democrat, 
being  active  in  support  of  its  principles.  He 
has  efficiently  served  as  school  director,  and 
is  socially  connected  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  The  estimable  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject is  a  valued  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,   where  she  is  known   for 


her  kind  and  charitable  spirit.  The  family 
is  thoroughly  respected  throughout  Fre- 
mont county. 

MICHAEL  A.  STEPHENSON. 

One  of  the  prominent  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  Scott  township,  Fremont  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  now  living  a  retired  life  in  the 
pleasant  town  of  Thurman,  is  Michael  A. 
Stephenso;!,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  Parke  county,  Indiana,  March 
4,  1835,  a  son  of  W'iUiam  and  Margaret 
(Troutman)  Stephenson,  the  former  born 
in  Kentucky  about  1790,  who  died  in  Hope 
county,  Missouri,  in  1840,  aged  fifty  years; 
the  latter,  also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  died 
in  December,  1866,  in  Fremont  county, 
aged  sixty-six.  A  family  of  fifteen  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Ste- 
phenson, fourteen  of  whom  grew  to  matur- 
ity ;  six  sons  and  as  many  daughters  married 
and  reared  families  of  their  own,  but  at  the 
present  time  the  following  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors:  Michael  A.,  who  is  our  subject; 
Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  Hutton, 
of  Kansas;  and  Rachel  Pricfe,  who  is  a 
widow  living  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was 
limited,  on  account  of  want  of  opportunity, 
and  he  grew  up  accustomed  to  the  labor  of 
the  farm,  as  have  many  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  men  o.f  the  country. 
Seldom  do  we  read  of  any  man  who  has 
.  reached  a  high  position  in  public  life  who 
has  not  had  at  one  time  upon  his  hands 
the  stain  of  the  soil.  Mr.  Stephenson  mar- 
ried at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  northwestern  Missouri, 
where  he  owned  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
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which  he  had  bought  in  several  different 
purchases.  Seven  years  later  he  sold  this 
place  and  engaged  in  teaming  and  freight- 
ing across  the  mountains,  this  i)roving  a 
remunerative  business  for  two  years. 

In  iS6j  Mr.  Stephenson  made  a  trip  to 
Iowa,  and,  noting  the  desirable  land  in 
Scott  townsliii),  removed  here  in  18O4, 
where  he  has  six  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land  and  also  owns  property  in  Thurman. 
In  1900  he  erected  his  fine  house,  which 
he  uses  as  a  residence,  and  also  built  a  new 
barn,   with  other  improvements. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Stephenson 
was  on  October  5,  1857,  to  Miss  Matilda 
Ramsey,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  came  to 
,]\lissouri  wlicn  young,  and  five  children 
were  born  of  this  union :  Mary,  who  is  the 
W'ife  of  William  Shear,  resides  in  Scott 
township;  ISIargaret,  who  resides  in  Sidney 
township,  is  the  wife  of  J.  A''.  Thornton; 
Oscar,  who  is  a  farmer  in  this  township; 
Porter,  who  is  also  a  farmer  in  Scott  town- 
ship; and  Omer,  who  carries  on  farming 
in  this  township.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Ste~ 
phenson  took  place  on  January  22,  1897. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was 
to  Mrs.  Flora  McElroy,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Isabella  (Pike)  ]\Iann  and  the 
widow  of  James  McElroy,  who  was  a  vol- 
unteer soldier  of  Company  A,  Fourth  Iowa 
Regiment,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Pea  Ridge.  For  disability  he  was  pen- 
sioned, and  he  died  January  21,  1893,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four,  leaving  four  children : 
Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Paul, 
of  Thurman;  Gilbert  A.,  who  went  to  Aus- 
tralia in  the  fall  of  1899;  Effie,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Wallace  Hall,  of  this  place;  and 
Frank  J.,  who  is  a  youth  in  school.     One 

sister  of  Mrs.  Stephenson  is  Ellen,  who  is 
34 


the  wife  of  William  Calnon,  of  Burt  coun- 
ty, Nebraska. 

Mr.  Stephenson  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party  all  his 
life.  He  has  served  in  almost  all  the  local 
offices,  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  this  county  for  three  years, 
and  has  frequently  filled  the  positions  of 
trustee  and  school  director.  Socially  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Thurman. 

In  1896  Mrs.  Stephenson  was  appointed 
postmistress  of  this  place,  commencing  her 
duties  January  i,  1897,  ^'^^  ^^^^  conducted 
the  office  with  al)ility,  having  as  assistant 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Effie  Hall,  until  she  re- 
signed, January  i,  1901. 


JESSE  OTTE. 


One  of  the  progressive  and  energetic 
young  farmers  of  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
located  near  Sidney,  is  Jesse  Otte,  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  This  is  his  na- 
tive state,  county  and  township,  for  he  was 
born  here  in  1872  and  grew  to  manhood  amid 
these  surroundings.  For  him  every  road, 
hill  and  tree  has  tender  associations  which 
endear  the  locality  to  him.  He  is  a  son  of 
George  Otte,  who  was  of  German  birth  and 
ancestry  and  who  came  to  America  in  1848, 
settling  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  in  1850, 
becoming  there  a  large  land-owner  and  a 
very  infiuential  citizen.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Joanna  (Klinger)  Otte,  also 
a  German  by  birth. 

Our  ^iil)ject  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  His  natural  inclination  was 
toward  farming;  hence  he  has  been  unusu- 
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ally  successful,  having  adopted  modern 
methods,  studied  the  latest  inventions  in 
machinery  and  the  experiments  of  others, 
besides  instituting  many  experiments  him- 
self. In  fact,  Mr.  Otte  is  an  up-to-date 
farmer  of  this  "end  of  the  century,"  and 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  county.  His  farm,  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  has  been  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  productiveness. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Otte  consists  of  his 
wife,  who  was  Miss  Maud  Wilson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  S.  and  Amelia  (Doty)  Wilson,  na- 
tives of  Illinois,  now^  living  in  Fremont 
county,  and  one  son,  Harold  W.  They 
possess  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  Mr.  Otte's  example  is  being  followed 
by  many  of  his  neighboring  farmer  ac- 
quaintances. 


JAMES  SAIITH. 

A  prominent  citizen  and  successful 
farmer  of  Indian  Creek  township.  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  is  James  Smith,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Guelph, 
Ontario,  Canada,  in  1850,  a  son  of  James 
and  Harriet  (Pringle)  Smith,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  both  died  in 
Canada.  Immediately  after  marriage  they 
emigrated  to  iVmerica.  Mr.  Smith  being  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  was  stationed  in  Can- 
ada by  his  church,  his  last  charge  being  lo- 
cated at  Guelph.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were:  Mrs.  Mary  Taylor,  of 
Michigan ;  Jessie,  deceased ;  John,  a  farmer 
in  Canada;  Mrs.  Maggie  Colvin,  in  Canada; 
and'  Mrs.  Jemima  McCIain.  the  widow  of  a 
Presbyterian  minister. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  in 
Canada  and   there  obtained   his   education. 


His  chosen  occupation  was  that  of  agricul- 
ture. His  advent  into  Mills  county,  low'a^ 
dates  back  twenty-four  years;  and  if  they 
have  been  principally  years  of  toil  he  feels 
a  measure  of  reward  as  he  views  his  fine 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His 
cattle  range  over  the  hills  and  pastures,  and 
he  has  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied  with 
his  choice  of  location. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Smith  took  place 
in  Mills  county,  to  Miss  Harriet  Sandiland, 
a  sister  of  David  Sandiland,  a  prominent 
citizen.  The  eldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  Virgil  by  name,  a  fine  young  man, 
was  taken  from  them  by  death  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.  The  surviving  children  are : 
Marion,  Arthur  and  Ray.  The  family  are 
intelligent  and  interesting  people,  and  en- 
joy all  the  comforts  of  life  in  their  sub- 
stantial home. 

Mr.  Smith  being  conscientiously  op- 
posed to  the  liquor  traffic,  votes  for  the 
Prohibition  ticket  in  national  and  state 
elections;  but  in  local  affairs  casts  his  vote 
mainly  for  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  ef^cient  school  directors  of 
Mills  county.  Both  he  and  his  excellent 
wife  are  valued  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  well  represent  the  best 
element  of  citizens  of  this  part  of  Iowa. 


ARCHIBALD  MANN. 

A  prominent  and  prosperous  farmer  of 
Scott  township,  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  is 
x\rchibald  Mann,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  w^as  born  in  Monroe  county,  Virginia, 
in  1828,  and  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  the  family  of  ten  children  born  to  Asahel 
and    Elizabeth    (Greenlee)    Mann,   both   of 
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whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  'I'he  for- 
mer was  horn  in  i8oJ,  the  latter  in  1803, 
and  they  were  married  December  i,  1825, 
renKJvetl  to  Lawrence  countw  (Jhio,  in 
1830,  and  two  years  later  to  Hendricks 
county.  Indiana.  In  the  fall  of  1850  they 
removed  to  Wapello  county,  Iowa,  and  in 
1851  they  came  to  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
where  Mr.  ]\Iann  entered  a  quarter  section 
six  miles  northwest  of  Hamburg.  There 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
and  when  they  died  left  a  farm  of  the  value 
of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  large  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mann 
grew  to  maturity,  their  names  being  W'ill- 
iam,  who  lived  to  be  seventy-five  years  of 
age;  Granville;  Archibald;  Mary  Jane,  who 
became  the  wife  of  S.  C.  Alsworth,  died 
in  this  county  in  1867;  Hiram,  deceased; 
John,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war.  dy- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  where  he 
lies  buried;  James,  who  is  a  reliable  and  an 
old  established  druggist  in  Hamburg,  b)wa; 
Abner,  wbo  resides  in  Colorado,  a  justice 
of  the  peace;  Asahel,  a  farmer  in  Wash- 
ington township,  this  county;  and  Susan, 
who  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Bishop  and  re- 
sides in  Oklahoma.  The  aged  parents  have 
both  passed  away,  the  mother  in  1891,  the 
father  in  1895,  and  both  rest  in  the  old 
church-yard  in  Sidney.  Mr.  Mann  had  been 
a  very  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
and  also  was  a  good  carpenter.  He  labored 
hard  all  his  life,  doing  his  full  duty  to  Cod 
and  man,  and  died,  as  he  lived,  a  consistent 
member  of  the  iMethodist  church. 

Archibald  ]\Iann,  who  is  our  subject,  re- 
ceived an  excellent  primary  education  and 
enjoyed  a  two-year  course  at  the  Asbury 
University,  now  DePauw.  at  Greencastle. 
Indiana,  and  taught  school  for  a  few  terms 


\erv  succcssfullv.  remainincr  in  his  old  home 
luuil  he  had  reached  his  majority. 
I  (Jur  sul)ject  was  married  Decemljer  8, 
1855,  to  Miss  1).  A.  Williamson,  who  was 
born  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  I'ebruary  29, 
1836.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mann 
settled  u^wn  their  present  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  bought  of  the  govern- 
ment for  one  dijllar  and  a  quarter  an  acre. 
Two  years  before  this  Mr.  Mann  had  com- 
menced improvements  upon  the  land,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  his  wife  he  soon  was 
able  to  make  it  a  very  comfortable  home. 
He  now^  owns  five  hundred  acres,  upon 
which  he  farms  and  raises  stock,  pasturing 
from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  head  of 
cattle,  preferring  short-horn  to  any  other 
breed.  His  stock  of  hogs  brings  good 
prices  in  the  market,  it  being  mostly  of 
the  Poland  China  variety. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Mann  have  had  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living:  Alonzo 
C,  who  lives  at  Grand  Junction,  Colorado; 
Charles  W. ;  Henry;  Mary  E.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  E.  R.  Alexander,  of  Colorado; 
John  B.,  who  lives  at  Grand  Junction,  Col- 
orado; Nellie;  Asahel;  Louisa;  and  War- 
ren, who  also  resides  in  Colorado.  Levi 
B.  Williamson,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Mann, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  was  wounded  three  times,  while  Will- 
iam and  Asahel  Mann,  brothers  of  our  sub- 
ject, went  through  the  war,  one  as  a  veter- 
inary surgeon,  the  other  attaining  the  rank 
of  lieutenant,  and  both  came  home  without 
injury. 

Mr.  Mann  is  connecte<l  with  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  and  in  his  political  opinions  ha 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  although  he  has 
ne\er  accepted  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
parly.     Both  he  and  his  excellent   wife  are 
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valued  members  of  the  ]\Iethoclist  church,  in 
which  he  is  a  steward.  The  family  is  much 
respected  in  the  community  where  they  have 
so  long  resided.  In  1878  Mr.  Mann  erect- 
ed his  present  comfortable  dwelling,  and 
considers  it  a  delightful  privilege  to  extend 
hospitality  to  his  friends,  making  them  wel- 
come, for  both  he  and  Mrs.  Mann  are  well 
preserved  in  mind  and  body,  and  are  reprC' 
sentative  citizens  of  Scott  township. 


MRS.  MARTHA  M.  MANN. 

One  of  the  old  and  prominent  families 
of  Scott  township,  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
is  well  represented  by  Mrs.  Martha  M. 
Mann,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  She  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  Granville  Mann, 
whose  death  occurred  here  May  15,  1886. 
■He  was  born  in  \"irginia  on  September  10, 
1826,  a  son  of  Asahel  j\Iann,  who  traced 
his  ancestry  to  Scotland.  Granville  Mann 
and  his  father  removed  from  Virginia  to 
Indiana,  then  to  Illinois,  where  they  located 
in  Knox  county,  and  prior  to  1842  moved 
to  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  where  they  found 
the  country  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
Indians.  When  they  came  to  Scott  town= 
ship,  in  1 85 1,  the  Manns  and  the  Rectors 
were  the  first  settlers. 

Mrs.  Alartha  M.  ]\Iann  was  f3orn  in  In- 
diana January  26,  1834,  a  daughter  of  Cyrus 
and  Comfort  (Irwin)  Spurlock,  the  former 
of  Welsh  and  Scotch  and  the  latter  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  ancestry.  Mr.  Spurlock  was  a 
well-known  Methodist  preacher  and  also 
engaged  in  farming.  The  survivors  of  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spurlock  are :  Mrs. 
Mann;  Marshall  Edward,  who  lives  in  Mis- 
souri ;  Mary  Ellen,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  J. 
Hochstettler,  of  Colorado;  Julia,  who  is  the 


wife  of  Phillips  Potter,  of  Canyon  City, 
Colorado;  and  Bascom.  Air.  Spurlock  died 
in  Colorado  in  1878,  Mrs.  Spurlock  surviv- 
ing until  April  2,  1890,  both  being  buried 
near  Canyon  City. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mann 
was  George  Spurlock,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia and  died  in  Iowa  in  1846,  his  wife, 
Zilpah  (Garrett)  Spurlock,  dying  about  the 
same  time.  They  were  well-known  farm-  i 
ers,  and  their  family  has  been  respected 
wherever  known. 

The  marriage  of  Mrs.  Mann  took  place 
November  2,  1854,  in  Mills  county,  Iowa, 
to  Granville  Alann,  and  the  surviving  chil-^ 
dren  of  this  union  are :  James  M.  Mann, 
a  farmer  of  this  township,  who  resides  in 
Thurman,  with  his  wife,  who  is  a  grand- 
daughter of  Daniel  McPaul;  Bascom,  who 
resides  in  the  village  with  his  wife  and  two 
children;  Frank  Elbert,  a  farmer,  who  re- 
sides near  Thurman,  with  wife  and  one 
child;  and  Wilber  C,  who  conducts  the 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  where 
Mrs.  Mann  resides  with  him  and  is  a  part 
owner,  with  his  brother  Bascom.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  Mr.  Mann  owned  eight 
hundred  acres,  the  greater  part  of  this  large 
estate  having  been  earned  by  our  subject 
and  her  lamented  companion.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  when  he  had  the 
commodious  residence  built,  in  1877,  he 
was  al^le  to  superintend  it  intelligently  and 
see  that  everything  was  of  the  best  and 
most  lasting  kind  of  lumber. 

For  thirty-two  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mann  resided  in  comfort  together  on  this 
place,  and  the  old  orchard  that  is  now  dy- 
ing from  age  was  planted  by  his  own  hand. 
He  was  a  very  successful  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,    and    his    cattle   always    commanded 
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a  good  price  in  the  market.  All  around 
the  place  are  evidences  of  his  industry  and 
the  competence  whicli  his  devoted  widow 
enjoys  is  a  testimonial  tn  jiis  thrift.  TTc 
was  a  good  man,  heloved  hy  his  neighbors, 
and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  which  he  ]•  lined  in  liis  eighth  year, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  d-eath  belonged  to 
its  official  bod\'.  Mrs.  .Mann  and  sons  en- 
joy the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity, where  their  name  has  been  known 
so  long. 


JONATHAN  U.  CON. 

The  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best  culti- 
vated farms  in  Indian  Creek  township,  Fre- 
mont county,  Iowa,  is  Jonathan  U.  Cox, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Oswego.  Tioga  county.  New  York,  a  son 
of  Jonathan  .and  Lucinda  (Blood)  Cox.  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  state.  Mrs.  Cox  died 
when  our  sul)ject  was  but  eight  years  of 
age.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  village 
until  he  was  three  vears  of  age.  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Por- 
tage county,  and  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
old  our  subject  remained  at  home.  At  tliat 
time  he  accompanied  his  brother-in-law  to 
Illinois,  but  remained  only  one  winter,  in 
the  spring  of  1846  removing  to  drand 
River.  Iowa. 

In  1847  '^^^•''  sul)ject  was  engaged  in  work 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Missouri  river, 
where  the  city  of  Omaha  now  stands,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1848  went  to  Silver  Creek 
and  remained  there  five  or  six  years.  In- 
dians were  at  that  time  still  in  Iowa,  and 
the  land  was  uncultivated.  Later  AFr.  Cox 
went  into  Fremont  county,  where  he  re- 
mained on  a  farm  until  1857.  when  he  went 


on  u  visit  to  Minnesota,  upon  his  return 
locating  in  Indian  Creek  township,  also  buy- 
ing another  farm.  During  two  and  one- 
half  years  of  the  Civil  war  he  spent  in  Wis- 
consin, ])ui  fourteen  years  ag(j  he  settled  on 
his  present  farm.  1  ie  had  spent  some  years 
in  Osborne  county,  Kansas,  where  he  owns 
land,  his  farm  in  this  locality  c<jmprising 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  Cox  was  married  July  12.  1857.  to 
Miss  Ambrosia  Morse,  who  was  born  near 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  to  this  union  six  chil- 
dren were  born  and  reared  to  maturity. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  have  now  thirteen  grand- 
children. 

Politically  our  subject  adheres  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  President  Lincoln,  and  ever  since  has 
had  no  doubts  as  to  the  party  of  his  prefer- 
ence. He  came  of  sturdy  French,  Dutch, 
Irish  and  Scotch  ancestry,  and  in  his  life 
has  shown  the  best  characteristics  of  these 
races.  He  is  respected  and  esteemed 
throughout  the  community,  where  he  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  citi/^ens. 


ELIJAH   R.   HAWLEV. 

It  is  certainly  intendetl  that  years  of  la- 
bor should  be  followed  by  a  period  of  rest. 
This  is  seen  in  th.e  vegetable  kingdom  and 
the  law  holds  good  among  men.  In  youth 
one  is  strong,  ambitious,  energetic:  as  the 
years  pass,  judgment,  resulting  from  ex- 
perience, comes  to  guide  the  labors  of  men, 
and  in  later  life,  when  the  weight  of  years 
is  felt,  there  should  be  a  season  of  inactivi- 
tv.  a  period  in  which  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
former  toil.  This  does  not  come  to  every 
man.  but  if  it  does  not  its  absence  is  due  to 
the  lack  of  business  foresight  and  capable 
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management.  Success  is  not  particularly  a 
product  of  genius,  but  results  from  earnest 
labor,  well  directed  by  practical  common 
sense.  Such  qualities  enable  Air.  Hawley 
to  live  in  retirement  at  the  present  time.  He 
was  formerly  connected  with  agricultural 
and  mercantile  interests,  and  his  work 
brought  to  him  a  handsome  competence,  so 
that  he  now  finds  it  possible  to  put  aside  the 
responsibilities  which  attended  him  in  for- 
mer years. 

A  native  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Hawley  was 
born  on  the  31st  of  March,  1820.  His  fa- 
ther, Elijah  Hawley,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Green  Mountain  state,  born  in  1785  and 
died  in  1870.  The  grandfather  was  John 
Hawley,  but  little  is  known  concerning  the 
ancestral  history  of  the  family  save  that  the 
descent  is  from  Irish  and  German  ances- 
tors. The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Seriah  Gloss  and  was  also 
a  native  of  Vermont.  In  the  family  were 
three  daughters  and  two  sons :  Nancy,  who 
died  in  earl}-  girlhood;  Joseph  \V.,  who  died 
in  Percival,  Iowa,  in  December,  1897,  when 
nearly  ninety  years  of  age;  Mary,  who  died 
when  twenty  years  of  age;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  Walter  B.  Sheldon,  a  resident  of  Benton 
township;  and  Elijah  R.  Mrs.  Sheldon  is 
now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  but  her  hair 
has  no  mark  of  gray  and  she  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  woman  many  years  younger. 
The  mother  died  of  consumption,  about 
1832,  and  the  two  (laughters  passed  away 
with  the  same  disease. 

In  1823  Elijah  Hawley,  Sr.,  removed 
with  his  family  to  Rome,  New  York,  and 
there  the  subject  of  this  review  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  upon  his  father's 
farm,  which  was  then  situated  about  a  mile 
from  the  citv,  but  is  now  within  the  cor- 


poration limits.  He  enjoyed  the  educa- 
tional privileges  afforded  by  the  common 
country  schools,  where  he  pursued  his  studies 
through  the  winter  months,  while  in  the 
summer  he  worked  upon  the  home  farm  un- 
til he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  going 
to  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  where  he 
operated  a  tract  of  land  until  1863.  AMiile 
ill  in  a  hotel  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Amelia  Sheldon,  whose  brother  and 
mother  conducted  the  house.  This  accjuaint- 
ance  ripened  into  love,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried on  the  22d  of  January,  1845.  ^^^  1864 
they  emigrated  westward,  leaving  their  New 
York  home  on  the  9th  of  ]\Iay  and  arriving 
at  their  destination  on  the  2d  of  June.  They 
made  the  journey  by  water  to  Chicago  and 
by  rail  to  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  thence  drove 
across  tlt,p  country  in  company  with  the 
family  of  Mr.  Hawley's  brother.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  review  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  wild  land  of  a  settler,  paying  therefor 
seven  hundred  dollars,  and  he  still  resides 
upon  a  tract  of  five  and  a  half  acres  which 
belonged  to  the  original  farm.  He  also  has 
an  eighty-acre  farm  two  miles  and  a  half 
north  of  Percival,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  acres  of  land  in  Oklahoma.  For 
seventeen  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Percival,  conducting 
a  well-equipped  establishment  wherein  his 
labors  brought  him  a  good  return.  He  has 
also  been  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and 
for  many  years  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  while  for  nine  years  he  occupied  the 
position  of  township  trustee,  and  for  sixteen 
consecutive  years  he  has  been  a  school  di- 
rector. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Hawley  have  been 
born  four  sons  and   four  daughters,  all  of 
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whom  are  yet  lixiiifj^,  namely:  Ann  Eliza, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Diiane  Rojrers,  a  farmer 
of  this  locality,  hy  whom  slie  has  six  chil- 
dren; Henry  K.,  of  Sidney,  who  is  the  coun- 
ty treasurer,  is  married  and  has  seven  chil- 
dren ;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  O.  K.  Pad- 
dock, a  live-stock  commissioner  of  Omaha, 
and  has  had  eiHit  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living";  I'^rank  H..  who  resides  upon  the 
licnic  farm,  has  been  married  twice  and  has 
four  children;  Etta,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Floyd  E.  \\'a(lham,  a  farmer  of  Benton 
township,  and  has  six  children;  Artie,  the 
wife  of  jay  I'^.  Rogers,  an  agriculturist  of 
Benton  township;  Jay  S..  of  Percival,  who 
is  married  and  has  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters; and  Burt  R..  of  Denver,  Colorado, 
who  has  one  son. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawley  began  their  do- 
mestic life  with  very  little  capital,  and  when 
they  arrived  in  Iowa  he  had  only  a  team 
of  horses,  a  few  household  effects  and  ten 
dollars  in  money.  He  purchased  his  farm 
mostly  on  credit,  but  the  first  summer,  with 
his  team,  he  earned  enough  to  make  a  good 
payment  upon  his  land  and  had  no  trouble 
in  meeting  this  obligation.  In  1899  he 
erected  his  present  good  residence.  With 
him  and  his  wife  resides  their  granddaugh- 
ter, Dora  Hawley,  who  came  to  them  when 
she  was  three  years  of  age,  and  who  is  of 
great  assistance  to  them  now.  After  at- 
tending the  common  schools  she  was  for 
one  year  a  student  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  and 
is  a  bright  and  interesting  young  lady.  ]\Ir. 
Hawley  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  has  been 
a  Republican  in  politics  since  1856,  when 
lie  supported  Fremont  for  the  United  States 
presidency.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  church  and  have 
traveled  life's  journey  together  for  fifty-five 


years,  their  mutual  love  and  confidence  in- 
creasing as  the  decades  have  rolled  by. 
They  are  people  of  sterling  worth,  and  in 
the  evening  of  life  can  look  back  over  the 
past  without  regret  and  forward  to  the  fu- 
ture without  fear. 


PALL  llAVXli:. 

.V  leading  citizen  of  Lyons  township, 
Mills  county,  b)wa.  a  progressive,  liberal 
and  higlily  esteemed  man,  is  Paul  Haynie, 
tile  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
St.  Clair  county.  Missouri,  June  3,  tS49' 
and  was  a  son  of  John  and  ^Lary  Elizabeth 
(  Ward  )  1  laynie,  both  being  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. John  Haynie  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  in  his  early  life,  but  in 
later  years  became  a  dealer  in  grain,  this 
being  his  business  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Xovember  29,  1891.  Mrs.  Haynie  survived 
her  husband  until  July  25.  1895.  The 
Haynie  family  is  of  iM-ench  descent  and  is 
noted  for  longevity.  Tlie  children  of  this 
family  numbered  nine,  our  subject  being 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

:Mr.  Haynie  has  made  farming  and  the 
rai^ino-  of  stock  his  business  through  life, 
beine  verv  successful  in  both  lines.  He 
owns  three  hundred  acres  tif  some  of  the 
finest  land  in  ?klills  county,  which  he  has  im- 
proved and  cultivated  into  a  state  of  great 
perfection.  His  buildings  are  modern  and 
substantial,  while  his  orchards  and  groves  oi 
shade  trees  make  his  place  very  attractive. 
He  and  his  wife  show  great  hospitality  and 
none  are  more  respected  through  the  com- 
munity. 

The  marriage  of  ^^r.  Haynie  took  place 
February  Ji,  1875.  to  Miss  Elmira  Eliza- 
beth, a  daughter  of  John  Franklin  and  Xan- 
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cv  ]\Iinerva  (Dodge)  Williams,  natives  of 
Ohio.  They  have  had  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  still  survive :  Leroy,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Pacific  Junction, 
Iowa ;  Charles  Franklin,  who  also  is  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Pacific  Junction; 
Woodie  Paul,  who  is  a  student  at  Shenan- 
doah; and  Ralph  John. 

The  respect  and  esteem  of  his  neighbor- 
hood Ijelong  to  ]\'Ir.  Haynie.  He  has  lived 
a  life  among  his  neighbors  that  has  been  a 
benefit  to  them,  and  he  is  most  justly  re- 
garded as  a  valuable  man  in  his  communit3^ 


ELIJAH  N.  PARKHURST. 

\\'hen  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  and 
men  from  all  parts  of  the  country  gathered 
for  the  defense  of  the  nation,  forming  the 
volunteer  army  to  which  the  Union  owes 
her  perpetuation,  Mr.  Parkhurst  was  num- 
bered among  the  bovs  in  blue  whose  lovaltv 
was  manifested  in  many  a  southern  battle- 
field. He  was  born  in  Effingham  county, 
Illinois,  June  17,  1840,  the  year  in  which 
General  W.  H.  Harrison  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency,  and  when  the  log-cabin  and 
hard-cider  campaign  formed  a  new  feature 
in  politics.  The  family  to  which  he  be- 
longed was  one  of  prominence.  His  father, 
Rowland  T.  Parkhurst,  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  Kentucky,  and  is  now  eighty-two 
years  of  age.  His  grandfather,  Elijah  Park- 
hurst, was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  a 
descendant  of  one  of  two  brothers  who 
founded  the  family  on  American  soil  prior 
to  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  coming  to 
this  country  from  England.  They  first 
landed  at  New  York,  and  one  of  the  brothers 
remained  in  the  Empire  state,  but  the  other 
remo\-ed  to  North  Carolina,  and  tlms  two 


distinct  branches  of  the  family  were  founded. 
Elijah  Parkhurst,  the  grandfather,  served 
his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans, under  General  Jackson.  He  believed 
in  the  old  Predestination  Baptist  faith  and 
died  in  Lebanon,  Boone  county,  Indiana,  at 
the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
His  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Brocket,  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  and  unto  them  was  born  a 
son,  Rowland  T.,  and  two  daughters.  By 
his  second  wife  Elijah  Parkhurst  had  four 
children. 

Rowland  T.  Parkhurst,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  reared  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee 
and  Indiana.  He  aided  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm  and  also  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  In  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Lucy  Sellars.  who  was 
born  in  Kentucky  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Sellars.  who  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  was  present 
at  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Sellars,  was  of  Scotch  lineage, 
and  in  their  family  were  two  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  After  his  marriage  Rowland 
T.  Parkhurst  engaged  in  carpentering  and 
building.  Leaving  the  Hoosier  state,  he  re- 
moved to  Effingham  county,  Illinois,  but 
after  a  time  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he 
remained  until  1868,  when  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Vernon  county,  Missouri.  In  1871 
he  went  to  ]\Ierrick  county,  Nebraska,  and  in 
1875  to  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  where  he  is 
now  li\ing.  His  wife  died  in  Hamburg, 
in  1878.  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years, 
mourned  1)y  her  family  and  many  friends. 
They  had  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom 
reached  years  of  maturity,  namely  :  Cynthia 
May;  Elijah  N. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Lampson; 
Rowland  T.,   who  died  in   Pulaski  county, 


Elijah  N.  Parkhurst,  aged  61.    John  C.  Parkhurst,  aged  33. 
Rowland  T.  Parkhurst,  aged  82.     Harry  B.  Parkhurst,  aged  12. 
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Indiana;  Mrs.  F.mily  Loni;-.  of  Ba^rtlett, 
Jowa:  Reul)en  S..  of  Seattle.  Washington; 
]\Ir>.  I'.llen  May,  of  St.  Joseph.  Missouri; 
]\lrs.  Lucv  C.  Wood,  of  Kansas;  and  Mrs. 
Adeshne  F.  Lidell,  of  Denver,  Colorado. 
^\'illiam  If.,  who  was  a  well-known  ])hysi- 
cian  of  Dunhar.  .\el)raska.  died  leaving  a 
\\idow  and  two  children,  who  are  now  liv- 
ing- in    I  lanihnrg. 

Flijah  X.  Tarkhurst  was  reared  in  John- 
son county,  Indiana,  whither  his  family  re- 
turned during  his  early  boyhood,  and  there 
in  the  public  schools  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion. He  learned  the  car])enter"s  trade  and 
in  early  life  completed  his  prei)aration  for 
a  home  of  his  own  b}'  his  marriage,  on  the 
29th  of  Xoveml)er,  1S59,  in  Brown  county, 
Indiana,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  to 
]i!lizabeth  Grant  Rairdon.  who  was  born  in 
Bullitt  county,  Kentucky,  on  the  13th  of 
May,  1841.  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Dickenson)  Rairdon,  both  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father  was  of  Irish  lineage,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  Ci\il  war  he  responded 
t(.  the  country's  call  for  aid  and  fought  fou 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  with  the  Ninth 
Indiana  (,"a\alry.  By  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Dickenson  he  had  seventeen  children,  includ- 
ing two  [)air  of  twins.  I^Ieven  of  the  num- 
ber reached  mature  years.  We  list  the  fol- 
lowing: Margaret;  Tliomas,  a  soldier,  who 
died  at  Otterville,  ^Missouri,  during  the  Civil 
war;  Mrs.  Parkhurst.  the  next  in  order; 
James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years; 
William,  of  Danville,  Illinois,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Eighty-second  Illinois  In- 
fantry; Henry,  who  lost  his  life  wdiile  de- 
fending his  country;  Franklin  L.,  who  like- 
wise was  numbered  among  the  "boys  in 
blue"  and  is  now  living  in  Franklin.  Indiana; 
John,  who  resides  in  Indanapolis,  that  state; 


Jefferson,  w  ho  also  makes  his  home  in  Frank- 
lin, Indiana;  George,  of  Brown  county,  In- 
diana; ?^lrs.  Sarah  A.  Andrews,  now-  de- 
ceased,whose  husband  was  a  soldier;  Charles, 
a  twin  of  John,  deceased;  Joseph  and  Anna, 
twins,  the  former  now  in  Texas  while  the 
latter  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Roberts,  of  Brown 
county,  Indiana;  and  three  who  died  un- 
named. The  father  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
four,  as  the  result  of  an  injury  received  by  a 
fall  from  a  liorse.  lie  was  a  cooper  and 
farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  Franklin.  Indiana,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  dying  in  the  faith  of  the 
Christian  church,  in  which  body  she  held 
her  religious  membership. 

After  the  inauguration  of  hostilities  be- 
tween the  north  and  the  south  Mr,  Park- 
hurst of  this  review^  put  aside  all  personal 
considerations,  and,  prompted  b\-  a  patriotic 
spirit,  on  the  i6th  of  July.  iS^)!.  he  joined 
the  Twenty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
Colonel  Jef¥erson  C.  Davis.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Glasgow,  Missouri,  the 
\\'ils()n  raid,  and  marched  all  over  the  state 
of  Missouri.  In  1862  he  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  and  in  October,  1863,  he  re- 
enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Xinth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jackson. 
During  his  second  term  of  serxice  he  was  in 
the  south,  and  at  Lynnxille.  Tennessee,  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  left  ankle,  after  which 
he  was  left  for  four  days  and  nights  on  the 
battlefield  without  food  or  water.  He  cov- 
ered his  feet  and  legs  with  earth,  for  his 
other  leg  had  been  badly  sprained  by  a  fall, 
and  thus  he  was  somewhat  protected.  At 
length  he  was  taken  to  a  hospital  and  for 
several  months  was  incapacitated  for  duty, 
during  which  time  he  was  in  a  number  of 
hospitals  in  the  south.     On  the  25th  of  May, 
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1865,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  and 
returned  home,  l)ut  he  never  recovered  from 
his  injuries,  and  in  1871  his  left  leg  had  to 
be  amputated.  Subsequently  the  veins  in 
the  other  leg  became  diseased,  blood-poison- 
ing set  in  and  that  also  had  to  be  amputated 
in  1 89 1.  Mr.  Parkhurst  certainly  made  a 
great  sacrifice  for  his  country,  and  the  debt 
of  gratitude  which  it  owes  to  him  can  never 
be  repaid. 

In  1868  our  subject  removed  with  liis 
family  to  Missouri  and  in  1871  secured  a 
claim  in  ^lerrick  county,  that  state,  but  in 
1874  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1878.  That  was  the  year  of 
his  arri\-a]  in  Hamburo-.  Fremont  countv, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  For  twelve 
years  he  harl  had  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  between  Hamburg  and  Sidney, 
Iowa.  He  is  a  man  of  very  determined 
s])irit  and  has  manifested  resolute  will  and 
firm  courage  where  other  men  would  have 
been  utterlv  disheartened.  The  marriasre 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parkhurst  was  blessed  with 
se\-en  children,  four  of  whom  reached  mature 
years,  namely:  W.  R.,  a  resident  of  Ham- 
burg, who  married  Louisa  Rush,  and  has  one 
daughter.  Fay;  Emily  G.,  wife  of  C.  Hoepp- 
ner,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  thev  have 
three  children, — Edgar  P.,  Cliffonl  A.  and 
Marion;  J.  C.  who  married  Ella  Bruner  and 
is  living  in  Hamburg,  having  one  child, 
Harry;  and  Alvah  T.,  who  married  Volda 
Wyatt  and  is  living  in  Van  Buren.  Arkansas. 

In  his  political  views  the  father  of  this 
family  is  a  Republican.  His  religious  be- 
lief is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Chrstian  church,  and  by  his  brethren  of  the 
church  and  all  ^^•ho  know  him  in  other  walks 
ot  life  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 


WALTER  S.  BROWN. 

Mills  county  is  fortunate  in  the  class  of 
citizens  who  are  now  occupying  her  positions 
of  public  trust,  among  which  number  is 
Walter  S.  Brown,  who  is  now  serving  as 
county  recorder.  He  was  born  in  Glen- 
wood  on  the  17th  of  June,  1870,  his  parents 
being  Thomas  H.  and  Mary  M.  (Turner) 
Brown,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey 
and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  father  came 
to  Mills  county  in  the  late  '50s,  and  for 
about  forty  years  the  mother  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  state. 

Their  son,  Walter  S.  Brown,  was  reared 
in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  at  the  usual 
age  entered  the  public  schools,  there  pursuing 
his  studies  until  his  graduation  in  the  high 
school,  in  the  class  of  1891.     He  afterward 
pursued  a  business  course  in  the  Capital  City 
Commercial    College,    at   Des    Moines,    and 
was  thus  well  prepared  for  the  responsible 
and   practical   duties  of    a  business  career. 
He  became  actively  associated  w^th  the  army 
of   workers  as    an   employe  of    the   D.   L. 
Heinsheimer  Company,  whom  he  served  as 
assistant    cashier,    bookkeeper    and    corre- 
spondent, acting  in  that  capacity  for  eight 
3'ears.     For  some  time  in   1898  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the    McCormick    Harvesting 
Machine  Company,  of  Ottumwa,   Iowa,  as 
stenographer,  and  after  withdrawing  from 
that  position  was  called  to  public  service,  be- 
ing elected  t(3  the  office  of  city  treasurer  of 
Gienwood  in  April,  1899,  serving  two  years. 
He  was  the  city  treasurer  when,  in  Novem- 
ber,  1900,  he  was  elected  recorder  of  Mills 
county  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  receiving  the  nomination  for  the 
position  over  three  other  candidates  in  the 
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convention.  He  lias  always  been  an  nn- 
s\ver\'ins^  Republican,  dniuo-  cxervtliint;'  in 
bis  power  ti  •  promote  tbe  \vork  of  tbe  party 
and  to  secure  tbe  a(lo|)tion  of  its  principles. 
On  tbe  5tb  of  April.  1S99,  Mr.  T.rown 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  .\lta  W'ern- 
wick,  of  (llenwood.  and  unto  tbcni  lias  been 
born  a  daugbter,  Robease.  Mr.  Brown  is 
identiticd  willi  tbe  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  be  and  bis  wife  bold  mem- 
bersbi])  in  tbe  Baptist  clinrcb.  Tbey  are 
well  known  in  tbe  coninuinit}'  and  tlicir  many 
friends  entertain  for  tlieni  liigb  regard. 


CHARLES  T.  SAHTH. 

Among  tbe  successful  and  progressive 
agriculturists  of  Alills  county  is  diaries  T. 
Smitb.  wbo  resides  near  H^astings,  bis  bome 
being  in  Indian  Creek  townsbip.  He  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  Iowa,  in  October, 
1861.  His  fatlier,  Josepb  Smitb.  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  and  bad  two  brotbers,  Jobn  and 
James,  wbo  are  still  living,  tbe  former  a 
resident  of  Missouri  and  tbe  latter  of  Kan- 
sas. After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity 
Josepb  Smitli  married  Miss  Nancy  Cox,  a 
daugbter  of  Cbarles  Cox,  who  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  is  of  Scotch  lineage.  She  is 
an  extremely  pleasant  and  motherly  woman 
and  is  numbered  among  tbe  respected  citi- 
zens of  Mills  county.  Towa.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smitb.  bowe\-er,  was  cele- 
brated in  Kentucky  and  was  blest  with  tiiree 
children,  namely:  Cbarles  T..  of  this  re- 
view: James,  who  is  living  in  Mills  county; 
and  Mrs.  Maggie  James,  wbo  makes  her 
home  in  Iowa.  Tbe  father  is  still  residing 
in  Monroe  county,  this  state. 

Air.  Smith  of  this  rexiew  has  spent  bis 
entire  life  in  Iowa  and  tbe  true  western  si)irit 


of  enterprise  and  i)rogress  has  dominated  bi.s 
business  career  and  made  him  one  of  tbe 
prosjierous  agriculturists  of  his  ct)mmunity. 
His  childhood  days  were  quietly  passed  on 
the  home  farm  and  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood afforded  him  bis  educational  priv- 
ileges. Farming  has  ever  occujMed  his  at- 
tention in  a  business  way  and  since  1883  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Indian  Creek  township,  where  he 
owns  some  very  valuable  and  productive 
projjerty. 

He  married  Miss  Emma  V.  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  Orrin  Hall,  of  Monroe  county. 
wbo  was  born  in  X'irginia  and  died  in  tbe 
early  girlhood  of  bis  daughter,  who  was  then 
reared  by  lier  uncle,  Permenus  Tuttle,  of 
Monroe  county.  Her  mother,  who  bore  tbe 
maiden  name  of  Flelen  Tuttle,  was  a  native 
of  tbe  Old  Dominion.  The  ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Smith  were  among  the  distinguished  old 
southern  families.  'Sir.  Smitb  had  tbe  fol- 
lowing named  children:  Chester  R. :  Arlie 
M. :  Bessie  G. ;  Esther  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years;  Robert  R.  and  Edith.  Tbe 
parents  are  carefully  educating  their  chil- 
dren that  tbey  may  be  well  qualified  to  oc- 
cupy useful  and  honorable  positions  in  life. 

Air.  Smitb  was  reared  in  the  Democratic 
faitli.  l)ut  ni.'iture  deliberation  and  considera- 
tion of  the  questions  effecting  the  welfare 
of  the  country  have  led  him  to  give  his  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  and  be  has 
always  voted  that  ticket.  He  has  been  tbe 
township  assessor  for  four  years,  his  term 
expiring  in  tbe  fall  of  1900.  His  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  but  be  is 
liberal  in  bis  religious  views  and  allows  his 
children  to  attend  the  churches  of  their  own 
choosing.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in 
!  b.ini  a  warm  friend  and  he  has  done  effective 
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service  in  its  behalf  while  serving  as  school 
director.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Modern  W^oodmen  of  America.  i\Ir.  and 
I\Irs.  Smith  have  a  pleasant  home  and  his 
labors  enable,  him  now  to  enjoy  all  of  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
The  household  is  celebrated  for  its  gracious 
liospitality,  which  is  enjoyed  by  their  large 
circle  of  friends. 


ANDREW  HYDRIXGER. 

''The  affairs  of  life  hinge  upon  confi- 
dence." The  truth  of  this  adage  of  experi- 
ence is  more  forcibly  demonstrated  in  the 
Ijusiness  of  banking  than  in  any  other  oc- 
cupatiou.  and  is  truly  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  president  of 
the  State  Bank  of  Hamburg.  He  is  a  man 
of  kudwn  integrity,  of  ample  means  and 
might  and  most  appropriately  may  be  desig- 
nated as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  sub- 
stantial representatives  of  financial  and  ag- 
ricultural interests  in  Fremont  county,  by 
reason  of  his  long  connection  with  these 
lines  of  enterprise  and  his  intimate  identifi- 
cation Avith  the  progress  and  material  inter- 
ests of  the  locality.  One  \Vhose  intelligence, 
energy  and  discernment  prove  sufficiently 
potent  to  carry  him  from  a  position  of  ob- 
scurity to  one  of  high  order  in  the  estima- 
tion of  those  who  direct  the  material  indus- 
tries of  any  land  or  any  nation,  and  to 
insure  his  advancement  by  individual  effort 
from  a  point  where  is  represented  practically 
no  financial  resources  to  that  which  defines 
large  accumulations  and  indubitable  influ- 
ence, is  certainly  deserving  of  that  honor- 
able and  often  misapplied  title,  ''a  self-made 
man."     Such  is  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Mr.  Hydringer  has  been  a  resident  of  the 


county  since  1867.  He  was  born  in  Ohio 
county,  \Vest  Virginia,  in  the  city  of  Wheel- 
ing, x\pril  15,  1837,  and  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  distinguished  families  of  France 
noted  for  its  patriotism  and  bravery.  His 
grandfather.  Colonel  Joseph  Hydringer, 
served  as  an  aid  on  the  staff"  of  General 
Bonaparte  and  was  present  at  the  burning  of 
Moscow.  He  proved  a  most  gallant  officer, 
and  after  the  war  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  subsequently  returned  to  his  na- 
tive land  and  by  the  government  was  granted 
a  pension.  He  died  in  France,  at  the  very 
advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
years. 

Joseph  Hydringer,  Jr.,  a  son  of  the  Col- 
onel and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
in  France,  and  for  seven  years  served  under 
Louis  Philippe  in  the  wars  of  Europe.  In 
early  life  he  became  an  engineer,  but  after- 
ward learned  gardening  and  followed  that 
vocation  for  a  livelihood.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth Stepherney.  of  France,  who  had  one 
uncle  and  a  brother  who  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Moscow  and  witnessed  the  burn- 
ing of  the  city.  Unto  Joseph  Hydringer  and 
his  wife  were  born  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely :  Andrew,  of  this  review ;  Jo- 
seph, of  ^^'heeling^  West  Virginia;  William, 
who  served  for  three  years  in  the  Civil  war, 
winning  a  brilliant  military  record  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  Hamburg;  Jacob,  who  is 
living  in  Hamburg;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Harding, 
who  resides  in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia; 
and  Mrs.  Louisa  King,  also  of  that  city. 
It  was  along  in  the  '30s  that  Joseph  Hydinger 
came  to  the  new  world.  After  becoming 
an  American  citizen  he  gave  his  political 
support  to  the  Democracy,  being  afffliated 
with  that  party  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  seventv-three  vears  of 
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ajje.    His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
churcli  and  reared  her  chilih-en  in  that  faith. 
Anch^ew  1 1  vdringer  spent  the  days  of  his 
childhood  and  youtli  in  Wheeling,  assisting 
his  father,  and  was  early  taught  lessons  of 
industry,  economy  and  honesty.     His  school 
privileges  were  limited,  but  e.xperience  and 
observation  have  made  him  a  well-informed 
nian.      in    \X(>2   he   went   to   the   far   west, 
spending  three  years  in  mining  and  ranch- 
ing in  the  territory  of  Idaho.     He  afterward 
resided  for  two  years  in  Montana,  where  he 
followed  the  same  pursuits,  and  in   iS^j  he 
came  to  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
since  been  an  active  factor  in  business  affairs. 
He  has  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  pur- 
chased lands,  erected  houses  and  improved 
his  property,  making  judicious  investments 
and  profitable  sales.     He  yet  owns  consider- 
able valuable  realty   in   Hamburg  and   has 
always  had  great  faith  in  the  development 
and  future  of  this  city.    As  his  financial  re- 
sources have  increased  he  has  loaned  money 
and  in  this  way  has  promoted  the  material 
prosperity  of  the  country  by  enabling  many 
men  to  carry  on  business  when  otherwise 
they  would  not  have  had  the  means  to  make 
the  venture.     He  to-day  owns  a  large  and 
valuable   farm   of  eighteen    hundred   acres 
near  the  city.     It  is  well-improved  with  sub- 
stantial dw^ellings,   good  barns,  sheds    and 
cribs.    There  are  rich  pastures  of  clover  and 
blue  grass  and  highly  cultivated  fields.    The 
place  is  well-watered  and  all  accessories  and 
conveniences  of    a  model    farni    are  there 
found.    In    addition  j\Ir.    Hydringer    owns 
thirty-five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Boone 
county,  Nebraska,  and  has  a  herd  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle  upon  the 
place.     In  1896  he  became  the  president  of 
the  State  Bank  of  Hamburg,  and  the  suc- 


j  cess  (jf  this  institution  is  attributable  in  a 
large  measure  to  the  safe  and  conservative 
business  policy  which  he  inaugurated.  Be- 
hind it  stand  men  of  well-known  financial 
strength,  and  the  business  methods  are  ever 
in  accord  with  commercial  ethics. 

In    1868  Mr.   Hydringer  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Elizabeth  (1.  Lloyd,  a  lady  of 
'  culture,    intelligence   and    true    worth,    now 
holding  membership  in  the  ^lethodist  Epis- 
C(4)al  church.     T(j  her  husljand  she  has  in- 
deed been  a  faithful  companion  and  help- 
;  meet.    Her  father  was  John  Lloyd,  of  Penn- 
!  sylvania.     Seven  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hydringer,  of  whom  six  are 
living,  namely:     Katie,  now  the  wife  of  W. 
S.   Hill,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Louisa,  the 
wife  of  \\'illard  James,  of  Hamburg;  Lena, 
the  wife  of  Louis  Rees,  also  of  Hamburg; 
Florence,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Morrill,  of  Howe, 
Nebraska ;  Estelle  and  Frank  Floyd,  who  are 
I  at  home.     They  also  lost  one  son,  Andrew, 
!  wlio  died  when  thirteen  months  old. 

Mr.  Hydringer  was  reared  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic faith  and  has  been  one  of  the  rec- 
ognized leaders  of  Hamburg.  He  served 
as  a  trustee  of  Franklin  township,  Fremont 
county,  for  ten  vears,  has  been  a  member  of 
the  city  council  and  for  four  years  filled 
;  the  office  of  mavor,  his  administration  be- 
ing  at  all  times  commendable,  for  he  mani- 
fests most  loyal  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  city  along  lines  of  sub- 
stantial progress  and  improvement.  He  is 
a  man  of  excellent  business  and  executive 
ability  and  these  qualities  ha\e  been  mani- 
fested in  the  flischarge  of  his  public  duties 
as  well  as  in  the  conduct  of  his  agricultural 
and  financial  interests.  He  is  a  man  of 
strong  in(li\i(lnality  and  vital  force,  as  is  evi- 
dent in  the  success  which  he  has  attained  by 
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his  own  efforts.  He  has  a  broad  mental 
grasp  and  an  unerring  judgment  in  regard 
to  men.  Tenacious  of  his  ideas,  he  has  them 
thoroughly  fortified  and  can  defend  his  po- 
sition where  there  is  need,  but  he  is  ever 
ready  to  accord  a  courteous  reception  to  the 
opinions  of  others,  and  his  genuine  human- 
itarianism  is  shown  in  the  popularity  in 
which  he  is  held  in  the  community  where 
he  has  so  long  resided.  He  started  out  for 
himself  empty-lianded  and  in  his  career  has 
met  with  many  obstacles  and  disadvantages, 
such  as  would  have  caused  many  a  man  of 
less  resolute  spirit  to  falter  and  perhaps  to 
fail ;  but  through  all  he  has  pressed  steadily 
forward  to  the  goal  and  has  achieved  the 
fortune  for  which  he  was  striving.  Through 
all  lie  has  been  honorable  and  upright,  never 
swerving  from  the  narrow  path  of  strict  dut^ 
and  rectitude,  and  by  his  systematic  busi- 
ness methods  and  attention  to  all  details  he 
has  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
prosperous  citizens  of   Hamburg. 


JAMES  C.  JACKSON. 

Among  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Silver  City,  Iowa,  is  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ent review,  James  Campbell  Jackson.  He 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  24,  185 1,  a  son  of  Robert 
Jackson,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  who 
was  born  in  181 2  and  died  in  Washington 
county,  in  1894.  Mr.  Jackson  traces  his  lin- 
eage farther  back,  his  grandparents,  Andrew 
and  Margaret  Jackson,  long  having  been 
residents  of  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
\ania,  where  they  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety,  leaving  many  descendants.  The 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mar- 
garet Snodgrass,  she  also  passing  away  com- 


paratively early,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  leav- 
ing only  three  survivors  of  a  family  of 
five  children,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Lyda, 
now  the  wife  of  L.  McCorrell,  of  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  who  has  one  son.  Mr. 
Jackson  lost  a  sister,  Keziah,  at  the  age  of 
eight  years,  and  one  babe  died  in  infancy. 
His  brother  died  thirteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  reared  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania farm,  but  was  not  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  educational  opportunities  as  much 
as  he  would  have  enjoyed,  on  account  of  a 
weakness  of  the  eyes.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  in  1875,  to  a 
most  accomplished  and  intelligent  lady,  Miss 
Mary  Denman,  of  Amity,  Washington  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and 
Mary  (McDonald)  Denman.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Denman  reared  three  children,  Mrs.  Jackson 
and  her  brother  Austin  being  the  survivors. 
The  latter  is  a  highly  educated  m^an,  who 
graduated  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col- 
lege in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  a  minister 
of  the  gospel  in  a  Presbyterian  church  in 
New  York. 

James  C.  Jackson  was  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  AA'ashington,  Pennsylvania, 
until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Silver  City 
and  engaged  in  his  present  business,  that  of 
undertaking  and  conducting  a  livery.  He 
k  fully  equipped  for  any  call  that  may  be 
made  upon  him  in  that  locality,  having  fif- 
teen head  of  horses  and  seven  double-seated 
carriages,  with  other  conveniences.  To- 
gether with  his  other  lines,  Mr.  Jackson  en- 
gages in  some  real-estate  dealings,  owning 
considerable   property    himself. 

Mrs.  Jackson  is  a  lady  of  superior  at- 
tainments, having  received  a  fine  education 
in  her  native  state.  The  only  child  in  this 
family,  Lydia,  is  the  widow  of  N.  J.  Van 
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Kirk,  of  this  place,  and  .Oic  luis  a  1)eaiitiful 
little  (laughter  of  six  years,  burn  in  1895. 
^lr>.  \'an  Kirk  has  a  musical  education  and 
a  well  cultivatetl  soprani*  voice  of  great 
sweetness. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  Republican, 
firm  in  his  convictions.  Socially  he  is  very 
popular  in  several  fraternal  associations, 
a  Master  Mason  of  tive  years'  standing,  a 
Knight  of  Pvthias  and  a  Modern  Woodman. 


WILLIAM  li.  DOVLE. 

William  IL  Doyle  occupies  the  old  family 
homestead,  comprising  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres  of  the  rich  land  of  Mills  county, 
and  his  home  in  Glenwood  is  an  ideal  loca- 
tion. The  house  is  a  well-lniilt  brick  struc- 
ture, surrounded  by  fruit  and  shade  trees 
and  is  very  homelike  and  hospitable  in  ap- 
pearance. For  almost  a  half  century  Will- 
iam H.  Doyle  has  been  a  resident  of  Mills 
county,  the  date  of  his  arrixal  here  being 
1852.' 

A  native  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Doyle  was  born 
in  the  year  1845,  ^"<^^  ^^  ^  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  southern  families.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  born  and  died  in  North 
Carolina,  and  his  wife,  who  also  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  state,  spent  her  last  days  in  In- 
diana. Adam  Doyle,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  after 
arriving  at  years  (jf  maturity  he  wedded  Miss 
Sarah  Moore,  a  native  of  Indiana.  A  farmer 
bv  occupation,  he  carefully  prosecuted  his 
labors  along  that  line  and  thus  provided  a 
comfortable  living  for  his  family.  In  1850 
he  determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  west 
and  removed  from  Indiana  to  IMissouri. 
where  he  resided  until  1852,  the  year  of 
h.is  arrival  in  Center  township,  Mills  coun- 


l\ .  low  a.     1  k*  purchased  a  claim  of  one  hun- 
dred and  si.xty  acres  from  some  Mormons 
uho  had  encamped  here  by  consent  of  the 
government,  having  made  a  temporary  stay 
in  this  j)aTt  of  Iowa  on  their  way  from  Xau- 
voo,  Illinois,  to  their  ultimate  destination  in 
Utah.     Mills  county  was  very  wild  at  that 
time.     There  were  not  only  no  railroads  but 
also  no  wagon  roads,  and  it  was  the  custom 
to  travel  anywhere  across  the  country,  tak- 
ing the  most  ccMivenient  and  easy  route  be- 
tween the  hills  that  w<juld  allow  one  to  reach 
liis  destination.    The  land  was  unclaimed  and 
in  ccjnsequence  uncultivated,  and  the  work 
of    improvement  and  development    seemed 
scarcely  begun.     Mr.  Doyle,  however,  with 
resolute  purpose  assumed  the  task  of  develop- 
ing a  farm,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest 
were  soon  seen  rich  fields  of  waving  grain. 
He  spent  his  remaining  days  upon  the  old 
family  homestead,  dying  in  1872,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six  years.     Of  the  children  of  his 
family  one  died  in  [Missouri ;  Elizabeth  Du- 
Toe  is  li\ing  in  Denver;  Jane  Leek  is  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county;  James  makes  his  home 
in  Denver :  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Thomas  is  living 
near  Hillsdale,  Iowa. 

William  H.  Doyle,  the  other  member  of 
the  family,  received  good  educational  priv- 
ileges. He  was  only  seven  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  familv  in  Mills 
county,  and  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier 
life  he  spent  his  boyhood  days.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  until  he  had  mastered 
the  branches  taught  therein  and  afterward 
spent  a  year  at  Tabor  (Iowa)  College,  a 
splendiil  institution  of  learning  founded  by 
the  New  England  Congregationalists  in 
1850.  It  has  graduated  some  of  the  leading 
men  of  this  state  and  of  the  west.  A 1  r.  1  )<  lyle 
was  a  student  there  during    the  scholastic 
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year  of  1 86 1-2.  In  1881  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Rettie  Binkley,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  in  which  state  her  father  also  was 
born.  The  marriage  occurred  in  Mihs  coun- 
ty and  has  been  blessed  with  the  following 
named :  Bertha,  who  is  now  a  student  at 
College  View,  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Nellie; 
Frances  and  Edward,  both  deceased ;  Bernie 
and  Gracie.  The  living  members  of  the 
family  are  bright  and  interesting  children, 
ambitious  to  seek  good  education,  and  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  parents  that  they  have 
superior  advantages  in  that  line,  thus  fitting 
tliem  for  life's  practical  duties. 

Mr.  Doyle  has  ever  been  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  government  by 
entering  the  Union  army.  In  the  fall  after 
lie  left  college  he  enlisted,  at  Glenwood, 
when  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  becoming 
a  member  of  Company  K  of  the  Second  Ne- 
braska Infantry  in  October,  1862.  The  regi- 
ment was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  fight- 
ing Indians,  who  were  occasioning  the  gov- 
ernment great  trouble.  The  forces  were  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Sully,  in  whose 
honor  was  named  a  fort  in  Montana  that  our 
subject  aided  to , establish.  They  had  sev- 
eral hotly  contested  engagements  with  the 
Indians,  and  at  the  battle  of  White  Stone 
Lake,  in  Dakota,  thirty-two  of  their  men 
were  killed  and  eighty  wounded,  while  the 
Indians  sufTered  the  loss  of  six  hundred 
killed.  Mr.  Doyle  was  with  his  company 
under  the  command  of  General  Sully  for  six- 
teen months,  on  the  expiration  of  which 
period  he  was  honorably  discharged.  The 
importance  of  this  Indian  campaign,  al- 
though it  is  not  mentioned  to  any  great  ex- 
tent in  the  histories  of  the  Civil  war,  can- 
not be  overestimated,  for  had  the  Indians 


of  the  west  been  allowed  to  continue  in  their 
course,  life  and  liberty  would  have  been  ren- 
dered very  unsafe  to  the  residents  of  that 
portion  of  the  country. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Doyle  is  a 
Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  moral 
courage,  having  high  ideals  concerning  the 
duties  of  citizenship  and  of  business  and' 
home  life.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
the  Adventist  church  of  Glenwood.  They 
occupy  the  original  family  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  have  there  a 
comfortable  residence,  its  hospitality  being 
enjoyed  by  their  large  circle  of  friends. 


DAVID  L.  FOSTER. 

A  very  prominent  and  progressive 
farmer  residing  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa, 
is  David  L.  Foster,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
October  11,  i860,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
A.  Foster,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1837,  and  died  in  Missouri  in  1863,  leaving 
a  widow  and  two  children,  one  of  whom  is 
Rosetta,  the  wife  of  Charles  Wylie,  a  resi- 
dent of  this  township.  Mrs.  Foster  mar- 
ried Jacob  Drumm,  but  he  died  February 
24,  1897,  Mrs.  Drumm  still  living  in  Scott 
township. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Henry  Foster,  who  emigrated  from 
Kentucky  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  at 
an  early  day  and  became  possessed  of  much 
land,  dying  there  in  1896,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  Our  subject  was  reared  by 
his  grandfather  from  the  age  of  five  years 
until  he  was  fourteen,  going  then  to  the 
home  of  his  uncle  Thomas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 
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He  then  started  to  gain  his  own  hvelihood, 
his  capital  consisting  of  a  healthy  body, 
strong-  hands  and  a  stout  heart.  His  first 
attempt  was  upon  a  farm,  and  later  he  went 
to  Omaha,  where  employment  was  secured 
in  a  mineral-water  factory  for  over  three 
years.  This  was  not  easy  work,  hut  it  was 
the  best  he  could  then  find. 

These  years  were  not  idle  ones,  for  he 
saved  enough  out  of  his  small  salary  to 
purchase  his  first  fifty  acres  of  land,  which 
is  a  part  of  his  present  beautiful  farm.  This 
was  in  1882,  and  the  cash  required  was 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  no  money  ever  seemed  so 
precious  to  our  subject  as  this  which  he  had 
saved  with  so  much  self-denial. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Foster  took  place 
May  26,  1889,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Allbritton, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Allbritton,  a  farmer 
who  now  resides  in  Washington.  Our  sub- 
ject began  domestic  life  at  this  location, 
where  his  wife  had  li\-ed,  and  began  general 
farming  and  the  raising  of  fine  stock.  Mr. 
Foster  has  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  having  added  to  the  original 
tract,  and  is  now  very  successfully  carry- 
ing on  an  extensive  business.  He  owns 
Poland  China  hogs,  many  horses  and  dif- 
ferent grades  of  cattle,  although  he  is 
pleased  with  the  Hereford  cattle,  which  he 
is  engaged  in  breeding  now,  proposing  to 
make  this  his  leading  strain. 

The  home  life  of  Mr.  Foster  is  a  very 
pleasant  one,  his  baby,  a  bright  child,  not 
yet  having  attained  the  first  anniversary  of 
its  birthday,  and  the  others  being  Ernest, 
May  and  Hazel,  all  intelligent  and  interest- 
ing children.  In  his  political  opinions  Mr. 
Foster  favors  the  Democratic  party,  but  is 

a  just  man  and  disputes  with  no  one,  be- 
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lieving  everybody  entitled  to  his  own  opin- 
ion. He  is  also  connected  with  the  K.  of 
P.,  where  he  is  an  active  member.  One  of 
the  principles  ui)on  which  our  subject  has 
dei)ended  is  that  anything  that  is  worth 
doing  at  all  deserves  to  be  well  done;  hence 
his  success  and  prosperity. 


THOMAS  P.   KAVTOX. 

An  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war 
and  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pros- 
perous farmers  of  White  Cloud  township, 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  T.  P.  Ka>ton,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia in  1832,  soon  after  which  event  his 
family  emigrated  to  Indiana.  His  father 
was  Da\i(l  Kayton.  who  was  born  in  \  ir- 
ginia  in  1797,  and  died  on  December  25, 
1876,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  He  wa>  a 
cooper  by  trade,  but  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  had  a  \  ery  well-known  brother 
'who  served  with  distinction  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Henry,  John  and  Rubert  were  the 
names  of  his  brothers. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  died  in  Iowa  in 
1866.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Kayton  did 
not  make  a  protracted  stay  in  Indiana,  but 
removed  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  in  1856, 
settling-  on  a  farm  in  Anderson  township. 
The  facilities  for  obtaining  an  education 
were  limited,  but  our  subject,  like  many  of 
the  prominent  men  of  the  country,  obtained 
a  start  in  the  common  country  schools  and 
then  did  the  rest  himself,  being,  in  a  way, 
a  self-made  man.  He  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  in  his  youth,  but  his  choice  of 
occui)ation  has  been  farming. 

In  October,  1861,  Mr.  Kayton  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  un- 
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der  Captain  Blackmore,   for  service  in  the 
Union  ranks  during  the  Civil  war,  remain- 
ing until  he  was  mustered  out  in  1864.    His 
enlistment  was   at    Glenwood,   Iowa,    from 
which  place  he  went  with  his  companions 
to  Keokuk  and  thence  to  the  historical  Jef- 
ferson   Barracks    at    St.   Louis,    Missouri. 
After   three   weeks   the   regiment   to   which 
he  belonged  was  sent  south  and  took  part 
in  one  of  the  most  memorable  battles  of  the 
war,  the  battle  of  Shiloh.     Mr.  Kayton  was 
one  of  the  brave  men  who  fought  at  Cor- 
inth,   was   one   in  the  memorable   siege  of 
Vicksburg,  and  with  his  company  made  a 
raid  into  Louisiana,  where  he  was  stricken 
with  fever  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Vicks- 
burg.    Being  granted  a  furlough,  our  sub- 
ject started  for  home.     On  the  expiration  of 
his   leave   of   absence   he   started   to   rejoin 
his  regiment,  but  had  a  relapse  and  could 
proceed  no  further  than  St.  Louis.     He  was 
then    transferred    to    the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps.     His    regiment    did    not    go    to    St. 
Louis  the  second  time,  but  marched  through 
Georgia    to    the    seacoast  with   Sherman's 
army.     After  becoming  a  member  of  the 
reserve  corps  Mr.  Kayton  was  sent  to  In- 
dianapolis,   where   he   faithfully  performed 
valuable   service    in   guarding   prisoners   at 
the  military  prison.     He  remained  at  this 
place  until  the  close  of  his  term  and  was 
mustered  out  in  the  latter  part  of  Novem- 
ber, 1864. 

In  1869  our  subject  settled  on  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  White  Cloud  township,  and 
has  prospered  and  increased  his  possessions 
until  now  his  farm  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  acres  of  some  of  the  best 
land  in  the  county.  The  results  of  Mr. 
Kayton's  industry  are  very  evident  in  the 
great    productiveness  of    the  land  and  the 


substantial  improvements.  He  occupies  a 
beautiful  residence,  surrounded  with  flow- 
ers and  ornamental  shrubbery,  testifying  to 
the  refinement  of  its  occupants. 

Mr.  Kayton  married  Miss  Celia  A.  Rich- 
ardson, in  Indiana.  Her  ancestors  were  of 
English  descent,  who  had  made  a  home  in 
New  York.  One  daughter  is  the  only  sur- 
viving child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kayton,  Ella 
C,  the  wife  of  George  F.  Salyers,  who  is 
a  farmer  and  grain  dealer  in  White  Cloud 
township.  The  family  of  our  subject  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  in 
all  the  neighborhood  no  family  stands 
higher  in  public  esteem. 

While  not  a  strict  partisan  in  local  af- 
fairs, our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
national  politics  and  votes  and  works  with 
that  party.  Personally  Mr.  Kayton  is  a 
very  popular  man,  his  reputation  being  that 
of  one  of  the  best  representatives  of  his 
section  on  account  of  his  energy,  justice 
and  liberality. 


GEORGE  M.  WATERMAN. 

George  M.  Waterman,  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Fremont  County  Herald, 
published  at  Sidney,  was  born  in  Waupaca, 
Wisconsin,  December  19,  1866,  his  parents 
being  James  M.  and  Emma  L.  Waterman, 
who  removed  from  Wisconsin  to  Iowa  in 
1869  or  1870,  locating  in  Hamburg.  His 
father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  First  Wis- 
consin Cavalry  during  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion. His  parents  now  reside  in  Geary, 
Oklahoma.  When  he  had  attained  the  usual 
age  our  subject  entered  the  primary  school 
at  Hamburg  and  advanced  through  the  var- 
ious grades  until  he  had  completed  the  high- 
school  course.     He  then  accepted  the  posi- 
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tion  technical!)-  known  as  "clc\ir'  in  the 
printing  office  of  the  Hamburg;  Rei)ublican 
on  the  22cl  of  May,  1881.  After  serving 
an  ai)[)renticeship  in  this  office  he  worked 
in  various  towns  and  states  in  the  Hne  of  his 
profession,  ultimately  entering-  the  employ 
of  G.  \V.  Gunnison,  as  foreman  of  the  Fre- 
mont County  Herald,  at  Sidney,  in  the 
spring  of  1887.  He  continued  in  that  posi-  | 
tion  until  February  7,  1895,  when  he  [)ur- 
chased  the  office,  having  since  published  the 
paper.  It  is  a  wide-awake  journal  and  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  Democracy  and  to 
the  dissemination  of  general  and  local  news. 
Questions  of  public  importance  he  treats  in 
a  fair  and  impartial  manner,  and  his  paper 
is  a  credit  to  the  county  which  il  represents 
as  well  as  a  source  of  profit  to  himself. 

On  the  Sth  of  September,  1891,  Mr. 
^^'aterman  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Sid- 
ney, to  Miss  ]\Iaude  Wilson,  and  unto  them 
have  been  born  four  children :  Marguerite, 
who  was  born  October  2t^,  1892;  Helen 
Louise,  born  October  4,  1894;  Arminta, 
born  May  25,  1898;  and  Joe  Dwight,  born 
March  29,  1900. 

Socially  Mr.  Waterman  is  connected 
with  Juanila  Lodge,  Xo.  227,  K.  of  P.,  and 
with  h'rontier  Lodge,  Xo.  93,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  also  Sidney  Encampment  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  order.  He  likewise  has  member- 
ship relations  with  Sidney  Camp,  Xo.  336, 
M.  W.  A.,  and  has  passed  all  of  the  chairs 
in  tlie  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  and  the 
Woodmen  Camp,  and  has  represented  both 
in  the  grand  lodge.  He  warmly  espouses 
the  cause  of  Democracy,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  growth  and  success. 
Tie  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  town, 
council  of  Sidney,  to  which  position  he  was 
elected  in  1900  for  a  term  of  three  years. 


and  also  a  member  of  the  Sidney  board  of 
education,  elected  in  1901  f(jr  two  years. 
He  manifests  a  deep  and  abiding  interest 
in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  city  and  to  its  development  along  social, 
material,  intellectual  and  moral  lines. 
Through  the  columns  of  his  paper  he  has 
championed  many  measures  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  his  influence  has  been  marked 
in  [)romoting  the  work  of  progress  and  im- 
provement. 


LEROV  F.  WILLIAMS. 

Prominent  among  the  business  men  r»f 
Mills  county  is  Leroy  E.  W^illiams,  who  is 
closely  identified  with  the  history  of  this 
city  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the  most 
important  business  interests.  He  is  a  man 
of  keen  discrimination  and  sound  judgment, 
and  his  executive  ability  and  excellent  man- 
agement ha\e  brought  to  the  concern  with 
which  he  is  connected  a  large  degree  of  suc- 
cess. The  progressive,  safe,  but  conservative 
policy  which  he  inaugurated  commends  it- 
self to  the  judgment  of  all  and  has  secured 
to  the  company  a  patronage  which  makes 
the  volume  of  annual  business  transacted  of 
great  importance  and  magnitude.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  company  is  certainly  due  in  a 
large  measure  to  its  president  and  mana- 
ger.— the  gentleman  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  review. 

Leroy  F.  Williams  was  born  in  \'irginia, 
February  22,  1864,  so  that  he  is  yet  a 
young  man,  and  the  future  undoubtedly 
holds  in  store  for  him  greater  successes. 
His  parents,  E.  P.  and  Rebecca  A.  (Isler) 
Williams,  were  both  natives  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion, and  the  father  still  resides  in  that 
state,  where  the  greater  ])art  of  his  life  has 
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been  devoted  to  the  operation  of  a  pig-iron 
furnace  in  Giles  county,  his  business  being 
extensive.  His  wife  died  in  January,  1865, 
leaving  two  children,  the  daughter  being 
Nannie  R.,now  the  wife  of  F.  E.  Dunklee, 
of  Newport,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  this  review,  remained 
upon  the  home  farm  in  Clark  county,  Vir- 
ginia, until  eight  years  of  age.  He  pursued 
his  education  by  tutor  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  Newport,  Salem  and  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  twelve  years  began  making 
his  own  way  in  the  world,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own 
resources.  He  was  one  of  four  hundred 
boys  that  were  examined  for  admission  to 
the  Baltimore  City  College  and  was  one  of 
two  to  pass  the  highest  percentage  at  that 
time.  \\'hen  a  lad  of  twelve  summers  he 
became  assistant  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
Clarke  county,  Virginia,  and  the  following 
year  was  made  head  bookkeeper  for  the 
Johns  ^Mountain  Iron  Company,  in  Giles 
county.  Virginia,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
about  three  and  a  half  years.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  he  went  to  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  where  for  two  and  a  half  years  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Bradstreet  ]\Ier- 
cantile  Company. 

In  September,  1884,  he  arrived  in  Glen- 
wood,  Iowa,  to  accept  a  position  in  the  Mills 
County  National  Bank,  of  Glenwood,  where 
he  remained  until  January,  1893,  ^vhen  he 
resigned  in  order  to  give  his  attention  to 
his  personal  affairs.  ha\ing  in  the  meantime 
become  associated  with  the  Xew  Glenwood 
Canning  Companv.  which  was  organized  in 
1882.  He  was  made  its  bookkeeper  and  as- 
sistant secretary,  in  1886.  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged,  in   addition   to  his  bank  and   other 


work,  until  1890,  when  he  became  a  part- 
ner in  the  enterprise,  of  which  he  at  that 
time  was  also  made  secretary  and  treasurer, 
thus  ser\-ing  until  1897,  when  he  became 
the  president  of  the  company.  From  a  small 
industry  in  1882  the  plant  has  steadily 
grown  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  largest  west 
of  Indiana,  having  a  capacity  for  packing  one 
hundred  thousand  cases,  or  two  million 
and  four  hundred  thousand  cans,  during 
the  canning  season.  The  goods  put  up 
by  this  company  are  of  a  high  grade,  be- 
ing prepared  for  the  best  trade.  The  com- 
pany furnishes  employment  to  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  people  during  the  canning 
season,  which  continues  about  six  months. 
Tomatoes,  sweet  corn,  beets,  hominy,  pump- 
kins and  baked  beans  are  among  the  products 
canned  and  shipped  from  their  establish- 
ment. The  company  manufacturers  its  own 
tin  cans,  having  in  this  department  of  the 
business  a  capacity  for  six  million  cans  per 
annum.  They  also  have  a  fine  fruit  evap- 
orator, with  a  capacity  of  evaporating  five 
hundred  bushels  of  wood-dried  apples  per 
day.  This  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  and 
best  fruit  evaporators  in  the  United  States. 
The  business  of  the  New  Glenwood  Canning 
Company  has  grown  to  an  extensive  volume 
and  the  industry  is  one  of  the  most  important 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  being  of  prac- 
tical value  to  the  community  bv  furnishing 
employment  to  many  men  and  women.  ~\lr. 
Williams,  the  president,  is  a  man  of  resource- 
ful business  ability  who  has  not  confined 
his  efforts  to  one  line  alone.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Glenwood  State  Bank  and  the 
owner  of  a  fine  ]\Iills  county  bottom  farm. 
On  the  2ist  of  December,  1893,  '^vas  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  'Sir.  Williams  and 
Miss  Bessie  E.  Anderson,  of  Glenwood,  a 
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daughter  of  the  late  W'ilhaiii  II.  and  Ella 
J.  Anderson.  Her  father  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  and  hankers  of  Glenwood  for 
many  years.  ha\ino^  located  in  this  city  in 
1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  one  of 
the  finest  colonial  homes  in  Glenwood,  it  hav- 
ing heen  erected  in  1899.  It  is  supplied  with 
all  the  conxeniences  and  adornments  that 
fine  taste  can  sug'g'est  and  an  added  attrac- 
tion is  the  air  of  gracious  hospitality  which 
e\er  pervades  the  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Williams  is 
a  pronounced  Repuhlican,  giving  his  time 
and  money  ior  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
terests of  that  party.  He  was,  however, 
reared  in  the  Democratic  faith  and  affiliated 
with  that  political  organization  until  1894. 
His  life  has  heen  one  of  continuous  and 
arduous  lahor  and  is  a  hrilliant  illustration 
of  the  potency  of  earnest  work  in  the  ac- 
quirement of  success.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  capahle,  far-sighted  and 
enterprising  husiness  men  of  Glenwood.  and 
his  entire  accomplishments  Init  represent  the 
result  of  the  fit  utilization  of  the  innate  tal- 
ents wliich  are  his  and  the  directing  of  his 
efforts  along  those  lines  where  mature 
judgment  and  rare  discrimination  lead  the 
way.  There  is  in  him  a  weight  of  charac- 
ter, a  native  sagacity,  a  far-seeing  judgment 
and  a  fidelity  of  purpose  that  commands  the 
respect  of  all.  He  is  a  man  of  indefatigable 
enterprise,  industry  and  fertility  of  re- 
sources and  has  carved  his  name  deeply  on 
the  records  of  Mills  countv. 


CHARLES  N.  OGDEX. 

Charles  X.  Ogden,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  esteemed  residents  of  ]\Iills  countv. 
Iowa,   was    born    November     12.    1857,   in 


Menard  county.  Illinois,  and  is  a  son  of 
David  and  Mary  (Young)  Ogden.  the 
former  a  native  of  Hopkins  county.  New 
Y(M-k.  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  J5th 
of  July,  1831.  In  1853  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  \'oung,  and  unto 
them  were  born  ten  children,  five  of  the  fam- 
ily ha\ing  nrjw  passed  away.  In  the  spring 
of  i860  the  father  removed  with  his  family 
to  Colorado  and  later  became  a  resident  of 
Montana,  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  Alder 
Gulch  during  the  season  of  intense  excite- 
ment over  the  discovery  of  gold  in  that  lo- 
cality. He  and  his  family  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Helena,  Montana,  and 
on  leaving  that  place  removed  to  Xeljraska, 
where  they  remained  for  twelve  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1877  they  continued  their  west- 
ward journey,  settling  in  the  Black  Hills  at 
the  time  when  the  discoverv  of  gold  in  the 
locality  was  drawing  to  Dakota  many  set- 
tlers from  all  sections  of  the  country. 

In  1882  Mr.  Ogden  went  with  his  fam- 
iK-  to  Crook  county,  Wyoming,  and  took 
possession  of  a  large  ranch  six  miles  south 
of  Sun  Dance.  There  he  carried  on  agricult- 
ural pursuits  with  excellent  success,  plac- 
ing his  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  raising  stock  on  an  extensive  scale. 
He  made  many  improvements  ui)on  the 
ranch,  adding  substantial  buildings  and  other 
accessories  found  upon  the  model  farm.  Al- 
though his  agricultural  interests  claimed 
much  of  his  time  and  attention  he  yet  en- 
gaged to  a  considerable  extent  in  ministerial 
work  as  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he 
was  a  consistent  and  active  member  of  that 
denomination  and  never  tired  in  his  labors  to 
advance  its  teachings  and  to  inculcate  the 
principles  of  Christianity  among  his  fellow 
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men.  His  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death 
in  August,  1897.  His  death  came  as  a  great 
shock  to  the  community  where  he  was  so 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed.  While 
driving  one  day  his  hose  became  frightened 
and  he  was  thrown  from  the  carriage,  strik- 
ing his  head.  Death  was  instantaneous.  His 
loss  throughout  the  country  was  widely 
mourned,  for  he  was  one  who  held  friend- 
ship inviolable  and  ever^^  trust  sacred.  His 
devotion  to  his  family  was  most  marked  and 
it  seemed  that  he  could  never  do  too  much 
to  promote  the  happiness  and  enhance  the 
welfare  of  his  wife  and  children.  His  word 
was  as  good  as  any  bond  ever  solemnized 
by  signature  or  seal,  and  his  sound  judgment 
was  widely  recognized,  so  that  his  word  was 
often  taken  as  final  in  the  settlement  of  dis- 
putes, he  being  frequently  chosen  to  act  as 
arbitrator  when  difficulties  arose  between 
his  neighbors.  His  widow  is  still  residing 
at  Sun  Dance,  Wyoming,  and  is  now  sixty- 
five  years  of  age. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
Charles  N.  Ogden  we  present  to  our  read- 
ers the  record  of  one  who  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  in  Mills  county.  He  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  near  Sterling,  Nebras- 
ka, acquiring  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books 
he  began  farming  and  stock-raising  on  his 
own  account.  He  has  since  followed  those 
occupations,  and  his  close  application  and 
earnest  efforts  ha\'e  made  his  work  a  profit- 
able source  of  income.  In  1894  he  came 
to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1900  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  farm  which 
he  yet  makes  his  home.  It  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated in  Mills  county,  near  Council  Bluffs, 
and  the  rich  tract  of  land  is  highly  culti- 


vated,   yielding   golden    harvests    in    return 
for  the  cultivation  given  by  the  owner. 

In  1878  Mr.  Ogden  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Emma  Sarnes,  who  was  born 
in  Illinois,  in  i860,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Ann  (Shoup)  Sarnes.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  three 
sons  and  a  daughter,  namely :  William  B., 
David  S.,  Hattie  L.  and  Charles  H.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Ogden  is  a  Democrat 
and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the 
day,  although  he  has  never  been  a  politician 
in  the  sense  of  office-seeking.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  P\';thias  (frater- 
nity, and  wherever  he  is  known  he  com- 
mands uniform  confidence  and  respect  by 
reason  of  his  fidelity  to  principle  and  to 
duty. 


BENJAMIN  B.  DEAN. 

A  very  prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is  Benjamin 
B.  Dean,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  Lyons  township.  December  24, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Susan 
(Briggs)  Dean.  He  was  one  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  the  survivors  being 
Seth,  who  is  the  competent  surveyor  of  jMills 
county ;  Harvey,  who  is  an  extensive  farmer 
in  Lyons  township;  and  Alvin  E.,  who  is  a 
farmer  of  Polk  county,  Missouri.  \\^illiam 
H.,  the  third  son,  was  a  sailor  by  trade  and 
was  lost  off  the  fishing  vessel  Dashing 
Wave,  in  a  gale.  May  15,  1883. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  cele- 
brated February  25,  1883,  with  Anna  ^I. 
Wallace,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy 
(Reed)  Wallace,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a  resident  of  Mills  coun- 
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ty,  the  latter  (1\  in^;"  soiiie  years  since  in  Kan- 
sas. Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dean,  these  all  living-. — William 
L.,  Florence.  I'essie.  Edwin  15..  lulith.  Clara 
and  Seth.  Mrs.  Dean  de|)arted  from  life 
Mav  7.  igoo.  at  the  comparatively  early  age 
of  thirty-seven. 

Possessing  seven  hnndred  acres  of  pro- 
ductive land,  and  being-  an  extensive  st(Kk- 
raiser.  our  subject  my  l)e  considered  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  the  county.  He  has 
made  a  specialty  of  breeding  shorthorn  cat- 
tle, believing  them  to  be  the  best  strain  to  be 
found.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Dean 
is  a  Democrat.  In  1899  he  was  the  candi- 
date of  his  party  for  representative,  the  nom- 
ination coming  to  him  unsolicited  and  un- 
expected, and  he  recei\ed  two  hundred  votes 
ahead  of  his  ticket,  his  i)oi)ularity  in  the 
county  l)eing  thoroughly  proved.  He  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  where  he  is  held  in  the  highest  es- 
teem. 


JOHX   W.   XIMS. 

A  prominent  and  influential,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
celebrated  Cedar  Lawn  Stock  Farm,  is  John 
W.  Xims.  our  subject,  who  owns  and  op- 
erates a  large  estate  in  Deer  Creek  town- 
ship, Mills  county,  Iowa.  Mr.  Xims.  al- 
though born  in  Ohio,  in  1848.  deems  himself 
a  native  of  Illinois,  the  familv  residence  l)e- 
ing  there,  his  birth  occurring  while  his  par- 
ents were  \isiting  in  the  former  state. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  I'Ji  B. 
and  Emily  (  Brainard)  X'ims,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  December  17.  1813.  in  Jef- 
ferson countv,  Xew  \'(')rk,  and  died  in  1861 


in  Jcmes  county,  Iowa,  where  he  moved  in 
1853,  and  became  a  prominent  citizen.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio.  .\u- 
gnst  5.  i8j2.  was  married  in  Ohio,  antl  is 
now  residing  with  her  sons  in  Deer  Creek 
townshi)).  The  family  is  not  an  extensive 
one,  but  Mr.  Xims  has  an  uncle,  William 
Xims  Xichols,  who  has  been  a  minister  of 
tliC  Methodist  church  for  half  a  century  and 
went  through  the  Ci\il  war.  as  chaplain  in 
the  Union  army,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Xorwood,  X"e\v  York. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
received  a  very  good  common-school  educa- 
tion in  Jones  county,  and  came  to  Mills 
count \-  twentv-seven  vears  ago,  with  his 
brother,  D.  B.  X'ims,  where  they  purhcased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  in  Deer  Creek 
townshi])  mid  settled  down  to  scientific  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  Three  years  later 
our  subject  bought  another  ([uarter-section 
of  land  only  a  mile  distant  from  the  first, 
and  has  made  this  one  of  the  noted  farms 
of  the- state  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  X'ims  makes  a  specialty  of  line 
blooded  hogs,  of  the  Poland  China  strain, 
and  these  are  celebrated  throughout  the 
whole  county,  and  have  been  most  profitable 
to  our  subject.  Another  specialty  for  which 
Cedar  Lawn  farm  is  noted  is  its  seed  corn, 
this  being  one  of  the  most  important  ele- 
ments of  a  farmer's  e(|uipment.  Large  sales 
are  annually  made  of  this  cereal,  which  is 
so  carefullv  ])re])ared  that  no  failures  ever 
occur.  C<^)rresponding  with  his  fine  slock, 
the  brothers  X'^ims  ha\-e  erected  suitable 
buildings,  fitted  them  up  with  all  modern 
devices  for  the  proper  care  of  stock,  and  ])ay 
particular  attention  to  the  sanitary  surround- 
ings of  their  pens  and  yards. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Jones  coun- 
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ty,  Iowa,  to  ]\Iiss  Margaret  Levi,  who  was 
born  in  Forfarshire.  Scotland,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  Canada  when  three 
months  old.  She  was  a  danghter  of 
James  and  Ellen  (Hardy)  Levi,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Scotland,  Jnly  2,  1823, 
and  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1851,  removed 
to  Indiana  in  1853,  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
1869,  where  he  still  resides.  The  latter  also 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  was  married  to 
James  Levi  in  1844.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living, — a  fine  testi- 
monial to  the  health  and  rugged  strength 
of  the  Levi  family.  An  uncle  of  Mrs.  Nims 
ser\-ed  in  the  L''nion  army  during  the  Civil 
war. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nims 
are:  J\Irs.  Mina  Zaelke,  Mrs.  Alice  Knight, 
Nettie,  Fred,  Wesley  and  Grace,  the  daugh- 
ters all  having  been  thoroughlv  educated  at 
Simpson  College,  at  Indianola,  Iowa,  and 
Fred  being  a  student  there  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Nims  is  a  zealous  and  steadfast  Re- 
publican and  has  decided  views  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  purity  in  politics,  believing  that 
what  is  termed  "bossism"  iii  the  political 
jargon  of  the  day  is  a  thraldom  which  every 
lover  of  his  country  should  resent.  \\\\\\ 
his  wife  and  family  he  is  actively  interested 
in  the  Asbury  Methodist  church  in  Indian 
Creek  township,  belonging  to  the  board  of 
trustees  of  that  church  and  in  all  the  de- 
liberations of  that  board  e-ivins;-  invaluable 
advice. 


WILLIAM  S.  RANKIN. 

When  the  hydra-headed  monster  of  re- 
bellion lifted  its  horrid  front  and  menaced 
the  safety  of  the  LInion  there  flocked 
to  the  standard  of  the  country  men  from 


all  walks  of  life, — the  toilers  in  the  shops 
and  in  the  fields,  the  merchants  and  sales- 
men from  the  stores  and  the  professional 
men  and  clerks  from  the  offices.  Among 
the  number  who  "donned  the  blue"  was  W. 
S.  Rankin,  prompted  by  a  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism which  has  ever  been  a  characteristic  of 
the  family  which  he  represents.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1 8 12  and  also  in  the  Mexican  war,  serving 
with  distinction  in  both  places.  Others  of 
the  family  have  been  prominent  on  the  fields 
of  battle,  risking  life  in  defense  of  princi- 
ple and  of  country.  Four  of  the  brothers  of 
our  subject  were  with  him  in  the  Civil  war, 
and  there  were  uncles  and  cousins  to  the 
number  of  nearly  a  dozen  who  fought  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

W.  S.  Rankin  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Ohio  sixty-two  years  ago,  a  son  of  Castle- 
man  and  Eliza  Rankin.  They  were  farm- 
ing people,  who  removed  from  Ohio  to  In- 
diana in  1842.  The  father  was  born  near 
Pittsburg.  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother 
was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  where  her 
people  were  representatives  of  agricultural 
interests.  In  early  youth  W.  S.  Rankin 
became  familiar  with  all  the  work  of  the 
farm,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  field  and 
meadow.  The  public  schools  afforded  him 
his  educational  privileges,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer months  he  gave  his  father  the  benefit' 
of  his  services  until  after  the- inauguration 
of  the  Civil  w^ar,  when  he  could  no  longer 
content  himself  to  follow  the  plow,  but  with 
patriotic  ardor  offered  his  services  to  the 
government  to  aid  in  the  perpetuation  of 
the  Union.  It  was  at  Prophetstown,  Illi- 
nois, in  August.  1 86 1,  that  he  joined  Com- 
pany K.  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, under  command  of  Captain  O.   O. 
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Herrick    and    Colonel    S.      M.      Kirk.    The 
re^qinient     was     organized     ai     Sprini^-field 
and  proceeded  southward  to  L<  misville,  Ken- 
tucky.    Durint'-    the    winter    of     1861-2     it 
was    employed    in    i^uardin^-    the    bridg-e   on 
the    Louisville    &     Nashville     Kailroad     at 
Munfordville.  Kentucky,  during   which  time 
there    occurred     a     number    of    skirmishes 
with     Morgan's    raiders    in    that     vicinity. 
In    the    spring   of    1862    Mr.    Rankin    par- 
ticipated   in    the    battle    of    Shihih.    which 
was   the  most  hotly  contested   engagement 
in  which  he  took  part.     His  regiment  alone 
buried    two    hundred    and    four    men    after 
that  battle.      He  was  with  the  regiment  at 
the  siege  of  Corinth  and  in  many  other  im- 
portant battles  waged  by  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland   until   the    12th   of  July.    1865, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  re- 
ceiving an  honorable  discharge  at  Chicago. 
He  had  been  with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated 
march  to  the  sea.  taking  part  in  all  of  the 
ensrao'ements  which   occurred  as  thev  went 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah.   He  was  wagon- 
master  from  Rossville.  Georgia,  on  the  .At- 
lanta campaign  to  the  sea,  and  on  to  Wash- 
ington,  and   was   mustered   out   as   wagon- 
master.     His  bravery  and  valor  were  many 
times  displayed.     He  was  always  faithful  to 
his  duty  whether  on  the  picket  line  or  on  the 
firino-  line  and  lovallv  defended  the  starry 
banner  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

With  a  very  creditable  military  reci^rd 
Mr.  Rankin  returned  to  his  home  in  Illinois. 
The  following  year.  1866.  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  that  state,  to  Miss  .\da  Bacon, 
whose  people  were  Canadians.  Her  father 
was  a  meml)er  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Illinois 
Reeiment  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
having  enlisted   in   that   command   in    1861. 


He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  (>i  Perry ville. 
1  le  also  had  a  cousin  and  uncle  in  the  L'nion 
army.      .Mr.    Rankin  and  his  wife  removed 
from    Illinois   to  (iuthrie  county,    Iowa,   in 
Xoveml)er.  1879.  and  secured  a  farm  there, 
but  after  a  short  time  went  to  Kansas.     In 
the  fall  of  1880.  however,  they  returned  to 
this  state,   taking  up  their  ab(jde  in   Hills- 
dale.  Mills  county,   where  Mr.   Rankin  has 
since  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.     He 
now  has  a  well-improved  tract  of  land,  the 
place  being  modern  in  all  its  appointments 
and  c(|uipments.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin  are 
widely  ami  favorably  known  in  the  locality 
where    they  ha\e    now  made    their    home 
through  two  decades.     They  have  six  chil- 
dren.   Their  son.  Charles  C,  served  in  Com- 
pany II.  of  the  Twenty-second  United  States 
Infantry,   throughout   the   war   with   Spain, 
being  actively  engaged  in  duty  in  Cuba.    He 
afterward  served  in  the  Philippine  campaign 
and  has  recently  been  discharged  on  the  ex- 
piration of  his  three-years  term.     The  other 
children  are  Eliza.  Ella.  Louise,  Robert  C. 
and  George. 

In   his  political  views  Mr.   Rankin   is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  having  supported  that 
partv   with   unwavering  loyalty   since  cast- 
i  ing  his  hrst  presidential  vote  f«M-  .\braham 
Lincoln  in  1860.     That  he  is  a  popular  man 
■  among  his  neighbors  is  shown  by  the  fact 
I  that  he  was  recently  elected  constable,  hav- 
ing practically  no  opposition.     He  belongs 
to  Abner  Kearney  Post,  G.  .\.  R..  of  Glen- 
w(^od,  Iowa,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  L'nited  P>rethren  church 
in   Hillsdale.      They  arc  people  of  sterling 
worth,  widely  known  and  respected  for  their 
many  excellencies  of  character,  and  the  circle 
of  their  friends  is  verv  extensive. 
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SHERMAN  B.  KIMBERLIN. 

Sherman  B.  Kimberlin  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  citizens  of  Fremont  county,  who  came 
to  his  present  farm  in  1886  and  has  made 
Ills  home  on  the  place  continuously  since. 
He  was  born  in  A\'^ayne  county,  Ohio,  March 
17,  1840.  His  father,  Henry  J.  Kimberlin, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
born  in  Huntingdon  county.  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  father,  Michael  Kimberlin,  was  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  state  and  a  son  of 
one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes  who  fought 
for  the  independence  of  the  nation,  making 
for  himself  an  excellent  military  record. 
Henry  J.  Kimberlin  was  reared  in  \\'ayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  when  he  had  attained  to 
man's  estate  he  chose  as  a  companion  and 
helpmeet  on  life's  journey  Miss  Eliza  Brook- 
man,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Brookman,  who  was  a  native  of 
that  state  and  of  German  lineage.  He  had 
four  sons, — David,  Samuel,  Ephraim  and 
Valentine  Brookman.  Valentine  offered  his 
aid  to  his  country  in  the  Civil  war  and  gave 
up  his  life  in  defense  of  the  Union.  He 
also  had  four  daughters, — Margaret,  Han- 
nah, Catharine  and  Ann.  Unto  Henry  and 
Eliza  Kimberlin  were  born  the  following 
children  :  Sherman  B. ;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Beck, 
of  Blair,  Nebraska;  William  H.,  of  Kan- 
sas City,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war;  and  Lewis,  of  Chicago.  The  father 
also  was  with  the  Union  army  when  the 
fate  of  the  national  government  was  threat- 
ened, serving  with  an  Ohio  regiment.  He 
"was  born  in  1819 — the  same  year  as  Queen 
Victoria — and  died  in  middle  life.  A  farmer 
by  occupation  he  was  industrious,  honest 
and  trustworthy,  was  a  gallant  soldier,  a 
patricjtic  citizen,  a  kind  and  companionable 


friend  and  a  lo\'ing  and  devoted  husband  and 
father.  His  political  support  was  given  to 
the  Whig  party  until  its  dissolution,  when 
he  joined  the  Republican  party  and  supported 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  presidency.  His 
wife,  who  died  in  Fontanelle,  Nebraska,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  w^as  a  most 
worthy  woman,  possessing  many  excellent 
characteristics,  and  her  life  was  in  many 
respects  worthy  of  emulation.  In  religious 
belief  she  was  a  Spiritualist.  She  was  de- 
su'ous  of  passing  into  spirit  life,  which  she 
did  with  a  firm  belief  in  a  progressive  and 
happy  future. 

Sherman  B.  Kimberlin  was  reared  upon 
an  Ohio  farm  and  no  event  of  special  im- 
portance occurred  in  his  youth  to  vary  the 
routine  of  his  dailv  life,  which  was  devoted 
to  the  work  of  the  fields  or  of  the  school- 
room or  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  pleasures 
in  which  most  boys  engage.  During  the 
war  he  responded  to  the  call  of  President 
Lincoln  for  three  hundred  thousand  men 
and  joined  Company  C,  of  the  Fifty-third 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Skinner  and  Colonel  Cush- 
man,  and  was  in  the  service  for  three  years 
and  two  hundred  and  forty-one  days,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing; the  raid  through  Holly  Springs;  the 
siege  of  Corinth ;  the  battle  of  Tallahassee, 
where  the  regiment  lost  very  heavily,  after 
wdiich  they  proceeded  from  Memphis  by 
boat  on  th.e  Mississippi  river  to  take  part 
in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  They  also  went 
from  Natchez  in  the  Meridian  raid.  Mr. 
Kimberlin  subsequently  went  to  Cairo,  Illi- 
nois, and  afterward  with  Sherman  on  his 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  aiding  in  build- 
ing a  fort  at  Allatoona,  Georgia.  They 
crossed  the  river  near  that  citv  in  boats  and 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


581 


besieged  AtlaiUa  <>ii  the  jotli,  21st  and  22d 
days  of  ]w\\,  duriiii;'  which  tinic  (jcneral 
McIMierson,  his  corps  commander,  was 
killed  After  the  city  had  fallen  the  rninn 
troops  proceeded  to  Savannah  and  on  up 
the  coast.  When  hostilities  had  ceased  and 
the  starrv  Hag  of  the  nation  was  seen  floating 
on  the  capital  of  the  sinithcrn  confederacy, 
he  recei\ed  an  honoralile  discharge  and  re- 
turned  to   the   north. 

In  the  same  year- — 1865 — 'Ww  Kimherlin 
went  to  Nebraska  and  secured  a  homestead 
claim  in  Washington  county,  upon  which 
he  resided  for  h\e  years.  He  was  al-o  en- 
gaged in  teaching  penmanship  for  a  number 
of  years,  following  that  profession  in  Chi- 
cago and  T^lgin,  Illinois,  in  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  with  excellent  suc- 
cess. Tn  1877  he  secured  a  timber  claim  in 
Trego  county,  Kansas,  and  took  a  squatter's 
claim  in  Sheridan  county,  that  state,  on  the 
head  living  spring  of  the  north  Solomon. 
He  hunted  buffalo  on  the  plains  with  great 
success  and  went  through  the  usual  experi- 
ences of  the  frontier  life.  In  1878  he  re- 
moved to  Colorado  and  conducted  a  butter- 
and-egg  depr)t.  selling  to  the  retail  trade  and 
wholesale.  At  a  later  date  he  continued 
teaching  penmanship  and  visited  Louisiana, 
Texas  and  old  Mexico,  purchased  a  car-load 
of  ponies  and  took  them  to  Ohio,  where  he 
trained  and  sold  them.  In  1886  he  came  to 
Fremont  county,  devoted  his  time  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Riverton  township,  and 
is  now  lal)(jring  to  secure  a  small  landed 
home. 

Mr.  Kinihcrliii  was  married  in  WOoster. 
Ohi(j.  in  iS(S4.  to  Miss  Candace  A.  V..  Broad- 
way, a  nati\e  of  Georgia.  Her  parents 
were  Manpiis  l)e  Lafayette  and  Martha 
(Bobo)  Broadway,  the  former  a  prominent 


planter  and  slave-owner  in  ante-bellum  days. 
He  freed  his  slaves  before  the  war  com- 
menced. The  mother  was  a  native  of 
Ccorgia  an<l  represented  a  distingui.shed' 
southern  family.  By  her  marriage  she  had 
six  children,  of  whom  four  are  lixing, 
namely:  P.en  B..  of  Cobden.  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Virgia  Ferrell.  of  Carbondale,  Illinois;  Mrs. 
Kimherlin;  and  Mrs.  Allie  James,  of  Cob- 
den. Mrs.  Kimherlin  was  educated  in  that 
place  and  there  the  father  died.  He  was  a 
carpenter  rnid  contractor  and  was  identified 
with  the  building  interests  of  the  city.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in  the  Bap- 
tist churcli.  L'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimherlin 
ha\e  been  born  five  children:  Freddie  L., 
lx)rn  December  28,  1885;  Ossil  Dean.  Sep- 
tember 13,  1887;  Cecil,  January  2j.  1889; 
Durlin.  January  16,  1891  ;  and  one  yet  un- 
named, born  February  5,  1898. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Kimherlin  was  a 
Republican  in  his  ])olitical  affiliations,  but 
is  now  a  I'opulist  and  heliex'es  in  free  silver 
and  in  the  other  doctrines  promulgated  by 
Bryan.  He  is  a  Spiritualist  in  religious 
belief,  holding  membership  in  the  society, 
while  his  wife  is  an  independent  Christian, 
active  in  the  woman-suffrage  and  temperance 
movements.  Mr.  Kimherlin  has  had  a 
somewhat  xaricd  career,  but  his  resolute  will 
and  ind<imital)le  perseverance  have  enabled 
him  to  work  his  way  upward  to  a  place 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted 
state. 


JOSEPH  BENJAMIN  \1NKR. 

The  subject  of  the  present  rexiew  is  a 
popular  citizen  of  Anderson  township.  Mills 
count^■.  Iowa,  located  on  section  23,  where 
he  owns  a  fine  and  productive  farm  of  three 
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hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  and  engages 
in  the  raising  of  stock,  and  farms  upon  an 
ex'tensive  scale.  Mr.  Viner  was  born  in 
Somersetshire,  England,  February  8,  1851, 
and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Glass) 
Viner,  residents  of  the  same  shire  where 
they  lived  and  died,  he  in  1867  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  and  she  in  1894  about  eighty- 
four  years  of  age.  They  had  been  parents 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing,— Thursa.  the  wife  of  Frank  Barber,  of 
England ;  Henry,  a  farmer  of  Platte  county, 
Nebraska;  Thomas,  who,  with  his  three 
children,  still  resides  in  England  ;  and  Joseph, 
our  subject;  Henry  Viner  came  to  America 
in  1886,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
bringing  his  two  boys  with  him. 

The  educational  advantages  afforded  Mr. 
A^iner,  of  this  sketch,  were  meager,  indeed, 
and  he  was  reared  to  life  on  a  farm,  living 
at  home  and  working  there  until  he  came  to 
America,  in  1872.  He  then  became  a  switch- 
man on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  continuing  at 
this  employment  for  four  years.  Tiring  of 
this  life,  Mr.  Viner  rented  a  farm  in  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  and  lived  there  seven 
•years,  then  came  to  Mills  county  and  bought 
a  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  acres,  in  Deer  Creek  township,  and 
here  he  settled  with  his  wife,  in  1881.  For 
ten  years  Mr.  Viner  remained  upon  that 
place,  finally  selling  it  w'ith  profit,  when  lie 
came  to  his  present  fine  location,  paying  for 
it  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  His  land  growls 
from  fort}'  to  sixty  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre  and  this  he  makes  his  principal  crop, 
planting  from  eighty  t(^  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  that  cereal.  With  shorthorn 
cattle  he  lias  had  great  success,  owaiing  from 
twenty-five  to  eighty  head,  and  raised  many 


hogs,  although  the  hog  cholera  has  caused 
him  some  loss.  At  one  time  he  has  owned  as 
many  as  one  hundred  head  of  Poland  China 
hogs,  and  regularly  feeds  two  car-loads  of 
beef  cattle  a  year,  also  raises  a  number  of 
horses. 

Mr.  Viner  was  married  June  9,  1873, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pring,  of  Devonshire,Eng- 
land,  whose  father  died  while  she  was  yet 
a  child.  Her  mother  again  married  and  as 
an  interesting  coincidence,  Miss  Pring  and 
mother  sailed  from  England  for  America 
on  the  same  day  as  did  Mr.  Viner,  although 
their  first  meeting  was  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  are  able 
to  take  great  comfort  in  seeing  their  exem- 
plary children  and  grand-children  growing 
more  and  more  prosperous  every  year,  while 
all  are  living  near.  Alice  married  Oscar 
Braden.  who  conducts  a  farm  in  Mills  coun- 
ty and  has  two  children ;  William  Henry  re- 
sides in  Montgomery  county,  Iowa;  Ger- 
trude, the  wife  of  John  B.  Lentz,  is  a  brid« 
and  lives  on  the  homestead  farm ;  Joseph 
Roy;  Edwin  Arthur  died  when  about  ten 
years  of  age;  and  Ralph  John  is  the  re- 
maining member  of  the   family. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Viner  is  an  independent 
voter,  the  ties  of  party  not  seeming  to  him 
of  as  much  importance  as  the  fitness  of  the 
man.  He  is  a  pleasant,  social  man,  a  good 
and  kind  neighbor  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  highly  respected  and  valued  in  the  com- 
munity. 


CHARLES   P.   HALE. 

Charles  P.  Hale,  who  is  occupying  the 
position  of  auditor  of  Mills  count)^  was 
born  in  Lincolnville,  Maine,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1858,  his  parents  being  William  A. 
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and  Anna  M.  (Bartlett)  Ilalc.  both  of 
whom  are  also  natives  of  the  TMne  Tree 
state,  whence  thev  came  to  Iowa  in  the  year 
1878,  lakini;'  u[)  ihcir  alxxlc  in  .Moullon. 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  the 
father  passing  a\\a\-  at  llie  age  of  sixty-one 
years,  while  the  mother  thed  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eiglit  years.  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  following  that  pursuit  in  earlv  life, 
but  later  he  engaged  in  conducting  a  hotel 
in  Lincohnille,  Maine,  and  while  in  Iowa 
was  connected  with  the  Moulton  Woolen 
Mills. 

Charles  P.  Hale,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  is  in{lel)ted  to  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  city  for  the  early  educational 
privileges  which  he  enjoyed.  He  afterward 
attended  the  Moulton  Normal  School  and 
then  spent  two  years  in  Nebraska.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to 
Iowa  and  began  the  studv  of  telegraphy, 
also  familiarizing  himself  with  the  labors 
connected  with  the  conduct  of  a  railroad  sta- 
tion, being  thus  employed  at  Corydon.  Iowa. 
For  seventeen  years  he  followed  those  pur- 
suits in  the  emplov  of  the  M.  L.  iK:  N.  and 
Wabash  railroads,  after  which  he  spent 
three  }'ears  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing in  Norwich,  Iowa.  He  was  then  called 
to  public  office.  In  i)olitics  he  has  always 
been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  on  the  ticket 
of  that  party,  in  the  fall  of  kjoo.  he  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  auditor  of  Mills 
county  by  a  majority  of  four  hundred  and 
forty-two,  thus  becoming  the  successor  of 
C.  P.  Kinney,  who  had  filled  the  jiosition 
for  six  years.  Pie  has  proved  a  capable,  ener- 
getic and  diligent  official,  his  course  reflect- 
ing credit  ui)on  himself  and  ])roving  highlv 
satisfactory  to  his  constituents. 

In  1882  was  celebrated  the  marriaire  of 


Mr.  Hale  and  Miss  May  Martin,  of  (Jlen- 
wood  Junction,  Missouri,  and  their  union 
has  been  bles.sed  w  ith  seven  children,  name- 
ly:  Bertha  M.,  i:arl  .M.,  Clara  .\1..  Florence 
M.,  -Mta  G.,  Eugene  and  Inez.  The  parents 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Ej)iscopal 
church,  and  .Mr.  Hale  is  a  representative  of 
the  Independent  Onler  of  Odd  Fellows,  ex- 
emplifying in  his  life  the  beneficent  and  help- 
ful spirit  of  that   fraternity. 


JOSEPH  M.  MILLER. 

The  specific  history  of  the  west  was  made 
by  the  pioneers;  it  was  emblazoned  on  the 
forest  trees  by  the  strength  of  sturdy 
arms  and  gleaming  ax.  and  written  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth  by  the  track  of  the 
primitive  plow.  These  were  strong  men  and 
true  that  came  to  found  the  empire  of  the 
west — these  hardy  settlers  who,  building 
their  rude  domiciles,  grappled  with  the  giants 
of  the  forest  or  the  tough  sod  of  the  prairie 
and  from  the  primitive  wilds  evolved  the  fer- 
tile and  productive  fields  which  have  these 
many  years  been  furrowed  by  the  plowshare. 
The  red  man  in  his  motley  garb  stalked 
through  the  dim  woody  avenues  or  the  al- 
most invisible  ravines  of  the  prairie,  and  the 
wild  beasts  disputed  his  dominion.  The 
trackless  prairie  was  made  to  yield  its  tribute 
under  the  effective  endeavors  of  the  pioneer, 
and  slowly  but  surely  were  laid  the  stead- 
fast foundations  upon  which  has  been  build- 
ed  the  magnificent  superstructure  of  an  opu- 
lent and  enlightened  commonwealth.  To 
establish  a  home  amid  such  surroundings 
and  to  cope  with  the  many  privations  and 
hardships  which  were  the  inevitable  con- 
comitants, demanded  an  inxincible  courage 
and    fortitude,    strong    hearts   and     willing 
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hands.  All  these  were  characteristics  of 
the  pioneers,  whose  names  and  deeds  should 
be  held  in  perpetual  reverence  by  those  who 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  toil. 

Among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Mills 
county  is  Joseph  M.  Miller.  He  was  born 
in  Buchanan  county,  Missouri,  in  1840,  upon 
a  farm,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  Miller,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Knox  county,  Tennessee. 
Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  the 
latter  married  Miss  Martha  Layman,  whose 
people  were  Virginians  and  were  farmers 
by  occupation.  The  marriage  occurred  in 
Indiana,  and  from  that  state  the  parents  of 
our  subject  emigrated  in  a  covered  wagon, 
drawn  l)y  a  team  of  oxen,  to  Illinois,  whence 
they  later  made  their  way  to  Missouri  and 
afterward  to  Mills  county,  low^a,  taking  up 
their  abode  in  Center  township,  where  they 
arri\ed  in  1853.  At  that  time  the  country 
was  wild  and  sparsely  settled.  There  were 
no  railroads  and  the  public  highways  were  in 
poor  condition.  The  people  lived  in  typical 
frontier  style  until  the  country  became  more 
thickly  settled  and  the  comfort?  of  civiliza- 
tion were  added.  They  purchased  claims, 
as  the  land  was  not  then  opened  to  entry. 
With  primitive  implements  they  developed 
their  farms  and  thus  laid  broad  and  deep  the 
foundation  for  the  present  prosperity  and 
progress  of  the  county.  These  worthy  pio- 
neers are  certainly  deserving  of  great  credit, 
and  to  them  the  present  generation  owes  a 
debt  of  gratitude.  On  the  wild  western 
frontier  the  INIillers  lived,  the  father  devot- 
ing his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  Ja  long  period.  He  died  in 
Glen  wood,  Iowa,  in  1895,  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  children  of  the  family 
were :  ]Mrs.  Nancy  Hummell,  who  died  in 
]\Iills  county,  in  1858;  George  W.,  also  de- 


ceased ;  Mrs.  Rachel  Clark,  who  is  living  in 
Woodbine.  Iowa ;  Jesse  N.,  who  is  married 
and  resides  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  and 
Joseph  M. 

Mr.  Miller,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his 
life  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  then  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Iowa.  He  at- 
tended school  for  several  terms  in  this  coun- 
ty, although  educational  privileges  were 
rather  meager,  school  being  conducted  on  the 
subscription  plan.  However,  he  was  an 
eager  and  earnest  student  and  with  limited 
facilities  managed  to  acquire  a  good  educa- 
tion, which  has  been  supplemented  by  read- 
ing, study  and  investigation  in  later  years. 

When  the  trouble  over  the  slavery  cjues- 
tion  involved  the  country  in  Civil  war  en- 
rollments were  made  at  the  school-house  in 
Silver  Creek  township,  Mills  county,  and 
Joseph  M.  Miller  placed  his  name  among 
those  who  offered  their  services  to  their 
government,  enlisting  on  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust, 1862,  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
which  soon  became  a  part  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Iowa  Infantry.  The  company  was 
commanded  by  Captain  M.  L.  Andrews,  and 
the  regiment  by  Colonel  Thomas  A.  Benton, 
a  son  of  the  famous  Missouri  statesman. 
They  rendezvoused  at  Council  Bluffs  and 
proceeded  thence  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  in 
December,  1862.  On  leaving  that  point 
they  made  their  way  to  St.  Louis,  and  after 
a  few  days  went  to  Columbus,  Kentucky, 
and  later  on  an  expedition  up  the  White 
river.  At  Duvall's  Bluff  Mr.  Miller  partici- 
pated in  the  first  skirmish  of  any  importance, 
the  Union  troops  capturing  that  place.  The 
first  pitched  battle  in  which  he  took  part  was 
at  Helena,  Arkansas,  in  July.  1863,  and  he 
also  participated  in  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedi- 
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tion,  which  was  an  effort  to  invest  Vicks- 
burg  from  that  side.  He  aided  in  the  battle 
and  capture  of  Little  Rock,  suffering-  all  the 
hardships  incident  to  that  affair.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  on  what  is  known  as  llie 
Camden  expedition,  which  also  was  fraught 
with  much  danger  and  hardship.  When  re- 
turning to  Little  Rock  the  troops  were  at- 
tacked by  rebels  at  Saline  river  and  over 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Iowa  were  killed  and  wounded.  Mr.  Miller 
was  at  the  capture  of  iMobile,  from  which 
place  the  Union  forces  went  across  the  gulf 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  thence 
to  Brownsville,  where  they  remained  until 
the  latter  part  of  July,  1865.  At  New  Or- 
leans they  were  discharged  and  at  Daven- 
l^ort,  Iowa,  were  mustered  out.  for  the 
labors  of  the  gallant  soldiers  of  the  north 
had  resulted  in  preserving  the  Union  in  its 
irtegrity. 

Air.  ^filler  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Graves,  a  natixe  of  Ten- 
nessee and  a  representative  of  an  old  \^ir- 
ginia  family.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
served  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  her  maternal 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  Revolutionary 
heroes,  and  was  rescued  by  his  wife  from 
the  hands  of  the  British  soldiers  by  whom 
he  had  been  taken  prisoner.  She  walked 
for  sixty  miles  with  this  object  in  view,  her 
way  leading  through  the  country  infested  by 
the  Tories  and  British  soldiers,  and  the  jour- 
nev  being  thus  fraught  with  great  danger; 
but  her  desire  to  rescue  her  husband  led  her 
to  forget  her  owm  peril,  and  with  marked 
bravery  she  accomplished  the  task.  Will- 
iam W.  Graves,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Miller, 
was  born  in  1818  and  made  farming  his  life 
work.  LI  is  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
]*klahala  P.  Graves,  but  was  not  a  relative. 


V'wQ  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller,  but  three  of  the  number  are 
now  deceased,  namely :  Joseph  L.,  William 
]  1.  and  Charles  H.  The  surviving  chil- 
dren arc:  Miraetta  W.  and  Ada  P.,  who 
are  still  with  their  parents.  The  mother 
and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church  at  Hillsdale  and  are  people  of  sterling 
worth,  occupying  an  enviable  position  in 
social  circles  in  their  community. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Miller  is  an 
earnest  Republican,  having  supported  the 
party  since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  fellow  towns- 
men, recognizing  his  ability  and  worth,  have 
called  him  to  public  office  and  for  seven 
years  he  has  been  the  assessor  of  Center 
township.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been 
school  director  and  secretary  of  the  board, 
and  the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
w  arm  friend,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote the  efficiency  of  the  school  i.  Through- 
out his  entire  business  career  he  has  carried 
on  farming,  and  is  now  tlie  owner  of  a  fine 
country  home,  surrounded  with  beautiful 
evergreen  and  (  ther  ornamental  trees,  flowers 
and  shrubs.  It  is  an  ideal  place,  in  which 
comfort  and  hospitality  reigns.  He  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  his  well-directed 
labors  and  thorough  understanding  of  farm- 
ing methods  have  made  him  one  of  the  pros- 
perous citizens  of  the  community. 


WILLIAM    L.  TL'L.r.S. 

IMore  than  a  century  ago  Washington 
said  :  "Agriculture  is  the  most  useful  as  well 
as  the  most  honorable  calling  to  w  liich  man 
devotes  his  energies;"  and  the  truth  of  this 
is  as  manifest  to-day  as  when  uttered. 
It  forms  the  basis  of  all  commercial  relations, 
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it  furnishes  employment  to  a  vast  majority 
of  mankind  and  is  a  source  of  the  greatest 
wealth  to  nations.  William  L.  Tubbs  is 
actively  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
being  a  leading  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Mills  county,  his  farm  being  on  sections  13 
and  24,  Indian  Creek  tOAvnship.  near  the  city 
of  Emerson. 

Almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed 
here,  for  by  his  parents  he  was  brought  to 
the  county  on  the  14th  of  April,  1856,  three 
days  before  the  anniversar}^  of  his  birth, 
which  occurred  on  the  17th  of  April,  1855. 
Under  the  parental  roof  he  was  reared  and 
in  the  common  schools  received  his  elemen- 
tary education,  which  was  supplemented  by 
a  course  in  Tabor  College.  When  he  had 
completed  his  college  work  he  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  an  employe  in  the 
mercantile  house  of  Messrs.  Paddock,  at 
Malvern,  where  he  continued  for  two  years. 
After  his  marriage  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising on  his  own  account  in  Emerson 
for  two  years,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
has  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  all  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with 
all  modern  accessories  and  conveniences  of 
a  model  farm.  His  fields  are  well  tilled  and 
yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for 
the  care  and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon 
them.  In  his  methods  he  is  progressive  and 
practical,  and  his  work  has  resulted  in  liring- 
ing  to  him  a  handsome  competence.  All 
the  latest  improved  machinery  are  to  be  seen 
upon  his  place  and  everything  is  up-to-date. 
He  raises  high  grades  of  stock,  and  in  this 
branch  of  his  business  he  is  also  equally  pros- 
perous. In  1900  he  built  the  Judge  Hotel 
at  Emerson,  one  of  the  best  hotel  buildings 
in  this  part  of  Iowa.     He  was  sheriff  of 


Mills  county  from  1896  to  1900,  and  re- 
fused the  nomination  for  a  third  term. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1876,  Mr. 
Tubbs  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Allie 
N.  Tomblin,  of  Illinois,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  Harry  S.,  John  W.  and  W,  L., 
Jr.  Mrs.  Tubb's  father  was  Sheldon  Tomb- 
lin, who  died  in  February,  1876.  Her 
mother  was  Nancy  Tomblin,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  1857. 

Mr.  Tubbs  belongs  to  the  Alasonic  fra- 
ternity at  Emerson  and  to  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa.  He  is  an  active  and  energetic 
business  man  who  forms  his  plans  readily 
and  is  determined  in  their  execution.  He 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
\\hatever  he  undertakes,  and  his  resolute  will 
and  diligence  have  been  important  factors  in 
his  success.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed 
in  Mills  county,  and  those  who  have  known 
him  longest  are  numbered  among  his  best 
friends,  a  fact  which  indicates  that  his  char- 
acter is  at  all  times  worthy  of  respect. 


DANIEL   McFARLAND    PAUL. 

One  of  the  oldest,  most  worthy  and 
prosperous  citizens  of  Fremont  county, 
Iowa,  was  Daniel  McFarland  Paul,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  died  November  29, 
1900.  He  was  given  his  name  in  honor  of 
Major  Daniel  McFarland,  who  was  slain  at 
the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane,  the  day  before 
his  birth.  Mr.  Paul  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton c(unity,  Pennsylvania,  July  26,  18 14,  a 
son  of  William  Paul,  wdio  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  about  1763.  The  first  record  of  a 
Paul  in  America  is  about.  1640,  when  he  lo- 
cated  in   Boston,   Massachusetts.     The  pa- 
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tenial  grand  father  of  imr  subject,  William 
Paul,  was  a  farmer,  ami  his  son  William 
also  followed  that  (Kcupati(jn,  beginning 
witli  limited  means,  but  accumulated  a  fine 
farm,  comprising,  six  hundred  acres  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  lie  married  Hannah 
Slack,  and  they  reared  twelve  children,  our 
subject  being  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 
William  J^aul  died  in  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  while  \isiting  a  son  there,  aged  sev- 
enty-six. and  Mrs.  Paul  survived  but  a 
few  years  longer  and  was  buried  in  Wash- 
ington county,   Pennsyhania. 

Our  subject  had  but  small  educational 
adxantages,  his  uni\ersity  being  made  of 
logs,  the  light  coming  through  greased  pa- 
per used  for  windows,  but  he  was  a  hard 
student  and  the  three  months  during  the 
winter  when  he  was  permitted  to  sit  on  the 
old  slab  bench  and  receive  instruction  was  a 
time  of  great  enjoyment.  For  nine  months 
of  the  year  tlie  imperati\e  duties  of  the  farm 
demanded  the  labor  of  the  whole  household, 
and  in  those  days  no  child  o\-er  iive  years 
old  was  too  small  to  do  chores. 

Until  his  marriage  Mr.  Paul  remained  at 
the  old  home,  but  after  this  ceremony  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Hart's  }^Iills, 
in  Indiana,  in  1835,  and  continued  in  trade 
there  for  twenty  years,  becoming  thoroughly 
identified  with  the  peoi)le,  was  ap])ointed 
postmaster,  and  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years.  He  also  conducted  a 
fiatboat  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississipi)i  rivers, 
going  as  far  south  as  New  Orleans,  trading 
with  the  planters,  to  whom  he  sold  flour  and 
pork  in  exchange  for  their  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses. 

In  1857  Mr,  Paul  removed  to  Missouri, 
where  he  again  became  a  merchant,  and  also 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  buy- 
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ing  there  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
wild  prairie  land.  In  i860  he  removed  from 
Missouri.  <  m  account  of  the  mutterings  omin- 
ous of  ci\il  war,  and  located  at  Thurman, 
Iowa,  soon  entering  into  business  as  a  mer- 
chant, but  found  little  encouragement  at  first. 
I'or  the  initial  six  months  his  receipts 
amounted  to  but  two  dollars  and  hlty  cents 
a  day,  l)ul  lime  came  when  three  hundred 
dollars  a  day  was  not  unknown.  This 
change  was  acc(jmplished  by  a  great  deal  of 
hard  \\<irk,  which  finally  told  upon  a  man 
of  e\en  his  strength,  so  that  in  1873  he  sold 
his  business  to  two  of  his  sons,  William  and 
Walton,  who  have  since  successfully  con- 
ducted it. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  I'aul  took  place 
January  i,  1835,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wal- 
ton, who  was  born  in  the  same  locality  as 
Mr.  Paul,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Keziah 
(Moore)  Walton,  who  were  farmers  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  ten  children.  Mrs. 
Paul  being  the  only  survivor,  and  she  is 
lightly  bearing  lier  eighty-two  years.  She 
has  been  the  devoted  mother  of  ele\en  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity : 
Adaline,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Cole, 
of  this  ])lace,  where  she  died;  Francis 
Marion,  who  was  a  soldier  under  Sherman 
in  the  Ci\il  war.  and  died  and  is  buried  at 
Macon,  Georgia,  leaving  a  daughter,  who 
was  reared  b}'  her  grandparents,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Melvin  Mann;  Margaret  Ann, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Frank  Reel;  Martha 
Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  McCartney 
and  lives  in  Missouri;  Alice  Rose,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Joseph  Rhodes,  and  lives  in  this 
county;  and  Walton,  who  is  the  president  of 
the  Paul  Bank,  in  Thurman.  Belle  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  and  three  died  in 
earl\-  childhood. 
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In  1855  Mr.  Paul  wisely  established  the 
Paul  Bank  in  Thurman,  making  his  son 
William  the  president  and  his  son  Walton 
the  cashier ;  but  William  died  in  January, 
1892  and  afterward  the  father  was  president 
until  his  death.  The  bank  is  one  of  the  solid 
institutions  of  the  county  and  possesses  the 
confidence  of  the  citizens. 

In  politics  Mr.  Paul  was  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, strongly  admiring  the  present  ad- 
ministration. He  rejoices  that  his  ancestors 
were  \A'higs  and  Republicans  and  that  his 
descendants  promise  to  walk  in  the  same 
political  path.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Paul 
were  worthy  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  denomination,  in  which  her  father 
was  a  preacher.  Mrs.  Paul  has  been  in- 
terested in  Sunday-school  work  all  her  life, 
for  twenty-three  years  being  a  teacher,  never 
giving  up  the  work  until  compelled  to  do 
so  by  old  age  and  infirmity. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  had  passed 
sixty-six  years  of  life  together  and  have 
weathered  many  storms,  but  they  had  reached 
a  peaceful  time  of  life,  surrounded  with 
comfort  and  the  devotion  of  relatives  and  the 
esteem  of  friends.  The  family  possesses 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  whole  county 
and  are  among  the  representative  people  of 
that  part  of  Iowa.  Mrs.  Paul  is  still  living, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 


CHARLES  M.  PHIPPS. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Iowa  was 
numbered  the  gentleman  \\hose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  and  he  was  accounted  one 
of  the  valued  residents  of  Mills  county. 
He  was  born  in  Madison  county,  on  the 
30th  of  October,  1849,  ^^^  was  of  English 
Imeage,  the  family  having  been  founded  in 


America  by  two  brothers  who  came  from 
England  to  the  new  world  at  an  early  epoch 
of  our  country's  history,  one  locating  in 
Maryland  and  the  other  in  Virginia,  thus 
founding  two  branches  of  the  family.  Locke 
Phipps,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Maryland,  and  resided  for  some 
time  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Kentucky  and 
spent  his  last  days  in  White  county,  Illinois. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  following  that 
pursuit  throughout  his  entire  life. 

W^illiam  McKendree  Phipps,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  near  Frankfort, 
Kentucky,  in  1810,  and  was  named  in  honor 
of  Bishop  McKendree.  He  spent  the  first 
nine  years  of  his  life  in  Kentucky  and  then 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  White  county,  Illinois,  the  family  casting 
in  their  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that 
locality.  There  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  serving  a  thorough  apprenticeship 
after  the  manner  of  the  times.  In  1846  he 
left  Illinois  and  crossing  the  Mississippi 
entered  eastern  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode 
in  W'interset,  where  he  lived  for  five  years. 
On  the  20th  of  October,  1852,  he  arrived  in 
Center  township,  Mills  county.  The  family 
spent  their  first  night  in  this  county  in  the 
log  cabin  home  of  David  Lewis,  the  father 
of  Judge  W.  S.  Lewis.  Mr.  Phipps  after- 
ward purchased  the  right  to  a  pre-emption 
claim  from  James  Mickelwait,  also  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  in  this  locality,  and  trans- 
formed the  wild  land  into  a  richly  developed 
tract,  making  a  valuable  farm  upon  which 
he  spent  his  remaining  days.  His  death  oc- 
curred on  the  old  Phipps  homestead  three 
miles  southwest  of  Hillsdale  in  the  year 
1886.  His  early  political  support  was  given 
to  the  \\liig  party  and  he  was  a  warm  ad- 
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iiiircr  i)f  Henry  Cla)-,  and  wlicn  the  new  Re- 
pnblicrni   partx-    was     fi  ii-nied     he  joined    its 
ranks  antl  was  one  of  its  most  earnest  advo- 
cates.    \\'illiani  M.  Pliipps  was  twiee  mar- 
ried,     lie  tirst  wedded  Miss  Alartha  Greer, 
and  nnto  tliem   were    l)orn    four  ehildren : 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Phipps 
wedded  Miss  Eliza  McBrune,  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and   a  representative  of  an  old 
North  Carolina  family.     This  marriage  oc- 
curred in  \\'hite  county,  Illinois.     One  of 
her  l)rothers,  Jon  McBrune,  enlisted  for  ser- 
vice  in   the   Mexican   war   and    was   never 
heard  from  again.     It  is  believed  that  he  was 
killed  in  battle.     To  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject  were  born  ten  children.      'Two  were 
Union  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war.     One  was 
held  as  a  prisoner  in  Andersonville  for  one 
month  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  prison 
in  Florence,  South  Carolina. 

Charles  M,  Phipps,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Hawkeye 
state  and  witnessed  mucli  of  its  growth, 
development  and  progress.  His  education 
w^as  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  Mills 
county.  His  training  at  farm  labor  was 
not  meager.  Practical  experience  early  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  work  of  field  and 
meadow.  The  occupation  to  which  he  was 
•reared  he  has  made  his  life  work  and  lie  was 
numbered  among  the  most  successful  agri- 
culturists of  the  community,  having  a  large 
and  well  developed  tract  of  land,  the  rich 
fields  l)rin"-inn-  to  him  a  good  return.  All 
the  modern  accessories  and  im])rovements 
are  there  found.  The  rotation  of  crops 
keeps  the  soil  in  good  condition  and  the  stock 
which  he  raised  was  of  good  grade. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1878.  Mr. 
Phipps  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mi- 
nerva Rains,  an  intelligent  and  cultured  lady. 


I  ler  father,  Laurence  Rains,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  after  arriving  at  years  of  maturity 
he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Troth,  who  was  also 
ii«>ni  in  that  state,  but  like  her  husband  was 
a  representative  of  an  old  North  Carolina 
family.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1849.  Mr. 
kains  had  a  brother  who  was  killed  in  the 
Mexican  war.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Phipps  was  blessed  with  three  children  : 
Ethel  M..  Roscoe  and  Everet  G.  The  eldest 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Glenwood  high  school, 
and  is  now  following  her  chosen  profession 
as  a  teacher  in  Mills  county.  She  is  a  very 
bright  and  runbitious  young  lady.  The 
other  children  are  students  in  the  Glenwood 
hioii  school. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Phipps 
was  a  Republican  and  was  honored  with  a 
number  of  local  offices,  serving  for  several 
terms  as  a  road  supervisor  and  township 
trustee.  He  attended  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  at  (denwond.  He  died  Janu- 
ary 29,  1901,  aged  fifty-one  years,  two 
months  and  twenty-nine  days,  after  an  illness 
of  two  months,  leaving  a  widow  supplied 
with  a  beautiful  home,  which  has  always 
been  characterized  by  hospitality. 


TABOR  COLLEGE. 

Some  colleges  spring  fully  e([uipped  into 
existence;  Tabor  had  its  infancy  and  child- 
hood. Tabor  College  existed  as  an  ideal  in 
the  mind  of  Deacon  George  B.  Gaston  al- 
most fifty  years  ago.  In  1847  he  and  his 
1  wife  started  for  the  west,  bringing  with 
them  a  vouno-  man.  the  Rev.  Tohn  Todd,  in 
order  that  they  might  enjoy  church  services 
after  they  had  become  located  in  their  new 
home.  They  settled  a  little  alx)ve  Nebraska 
Citv.  not  far  from  the  present  town  of  Per- 
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cival.  Their  whole  thought  and  feeHng 
were  entirely  different  from  the  ideas  of 
those  who  lived  in  this  neighborhood,  and 
ihey  endured  hardships  of  which  people  in 
these  days  can  ha\'e  no  conception.  They 
remained  on  the  Missouri  bottom  lands  from 
about  October,  1848,  until  some  time  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  when  the  constantly  recur- 
rii.'g  floods  led  them  to  seek  a  higher  and 
better  location,  and  this  they  found  in  Tabor. 
Among  the  first  families  here  were  those 
of  Deacon  Gaston,  Rev.  John  Todd  and 
Deacon  S.  H.  Adams.  On  the  original  plat 
of  Tabor  are  marked  college  grounds  al- 
though there  was  no  college  within  a  thou- 
sand miles.  The  following  year  other  fami- 
lies came  from  Ohio,  including  James  L. 
Smith  and  Origen  Cumings  and  their  fam- 
ilies, and  on  the  5th  of  October,  1853,  the 
citizens  of  Tabor  met  to  take  steps  toward 
carrying  out  the  original  intention  of  estab- 
lishing an  institution  of  learning.  Articles 
of  incorporation  for  Tabor  Literary  Insti- 
tute were  adopted  December  26,  1853. 

In  the  summer  of  1857  Origen  Cumings, 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Tabor 
Literary  Institute,  went  to  Ohio  to  secure  a 
teacher  to  open  an  academy  at  Tabor,  and 
on  the  recommendation  of  Professor  Fair- 
child,  of  01)erlin  College,  he  secured  William 
M.  Brooks,  who  had  just  graduated  at  that 
institution.  Arrangements  were  consum- 
mated whereby  he  was  to  come  to  Tabor  for 
a  year,  and  on  tlie  23d  of  October,  1857, 
he  arrived  in  this  city  and  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember following  he  began  teaching.  There 
was  an  enrollment  of  seventeen  pupils  on  the 
first  day,  including  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Hill,  D. 
D.,  now  of  Atlantic  ;  A.  C.  Gaston,  of  Tabor; 
Mrs.  Alary  E.  Lawrence  and  Mrs.  AV.  ]\I. 
Brooks.      The   school   continuallv   increased 


until  before  the  close  of  the  winter  term 
there  were  sixty-three  pupils- — all  that  could 
be  crowded  into  the  little  school-house.  In 
1859,  however,  a  chapel  was  built,  forty-two 
by  thirty-two  feet,  and  was  used  as  a  church, 
academy  and  for  all  public  meetings.  Dur- 
ing the  first  years  of  the  school  Mr.  Brooks,. 
the  principal,  gave  instruction  in  all  the  com- 
mon branches  of  learning,  and  in  addition 
taught  algebra,  geometry,  physiology,  Latin 
and  Greek,  and  in  the  evening  he  conducted 
evening  sessions  and  also  taught  singing. 

With  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion came  the  building  of  railroads,  the 
influx  of  population  and  other  indications 
of  prosperi-ty.  Students  who  had  attended 
the  academy  at  Tabor  were  splendidly  pre- 
pared for  college  and  wished  to  advance 
farther  in  their  studies.  In  this  way  the 
question  of  establishing  a  college  in  accord- 
ance with  the  original  plan  came  up  in  the 
autumn  of  1865,  and  so,  at  a  meeting  held 
December  29,  1865,  it  was  voted  "that  the 
corporation  now  known  as  Tabor  Literary 
Institute  be  hereafter  known  as  Tabor  Col- 
lege." This  action  was,  however,  recon- 
sidered at  a  subsequent  meeting,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  23d  of  July,  1866,  that  the 
final  articles  of  incorporation  were  adopted. 

The  first  nineteen  donors  to  the  college 
subscribed  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  assessed 
value  of  their  property,  and  Mr.  Brooks  was 
sent  to  the  east  to  secure  funds  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  work.  In  order  that  the 
money  might  all  be  saved  for  this  purpose 
subscriptions  were  taken  in  Tabor  to  pay 
the  traveling  expenses  of  Mr.  Brooks,  and 
many  interesting  incidents  in  connection 
with  this  work  of  securing  money  for  the 
college  show  the  great  interest  which  the 
people   felt  in  the  enterprise.    The  number 
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of  donors  exceeded  the  nunil)er  of  families 
ill  Tabor,  and  the  self-denial  in  j^^ivint^  was 
not  confined  to  those  who  had  property. 
There  were  £2^ifts  from  those  who  necessarily 
counted  the  jjcnnies ;  ^ifts  from  those  who 
wanted  to  ha\'e  some  pnrt  in  tiic  work,  and 
all  these  g"a\e  hope  and  conrag^e  to  those 
\\\\n  were  carrying  forward  the  work  of  es- 
tablishing' the  school.  It  is  m  >  wonder  that 
the  college  prospered,  for  it  grew  l)ecause 
of  a  great  number  of  small  gifts,  made  by 
the  self-sacrifice  and  united  efforts  of  all  the 
people. 

The  Rev.  John  Todd,  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  with  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year,  gave  one  thousand  dollars  to 
the  college,  and  in  fourteen  years  gave  more 
than  twenty-five  luuidred  dollars  in  money. 
besides  contributing  in  large  measure  to  all 
benevolent  enterprises  of  the  community. 
He  also  taught  for  three  years  in  the  col- 
lege and  for  many  years  acted  as  librarian 
without  accepting  compensation  for  his  serv- 
ices. He  was  a  man  of  small  means  who 
lived  economically  for  the  sake  of  giving, 
and  to  hiiu  Tal)or  College  owes  a  great  debt 
of  gratitude. 

To  Deacon  S.  H.  .Xdams  also  the  col- 
lege is  indebted  to  a  far  greater  e.xtent  than 
can  be  easily  realized.  From  the  time  that 
he  came  to  Tabor  with  the  first  settlers  Dea- 
con Adams  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  college,  both  in  gifts  and  money  and  with 
loyal  advocac}'.  Tn  ]M"oportion  t(^  his  income 
his  donations  have  been  m(tre  numificent  than 
those  of  any  other  one  man.  and  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  life-long  work  and  devotion  to 
its  interests  the  name  of  Adams  Hall  was 
given  to  the  last  of  the  college  buildings 
erected.  This  was  built  in  1899  to  meet  the 
demands  caused  by  the  steady  growth  of  the 


college.  The  college  property  now  consists 
oi  five  buildings,  and  a  large  heating  ])lant 
is  in  ])rocess  of  erection. 

The  conscientious  and  efficient  leadership 
of  the  first  president  of  the  college,  backed 
by  the  loyalty  and  gifts  of  the  first  settlers, 
has  made  Tabor  College  what  it  is  to-day. 
Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  faithful  work 
of  Mr.  Brooks  as  the  president  of  the  insti- 
tution in  its  earlier  years,  when  the  diffi- 
culties of  placing  and  keeping  the  college  on 
a  sound  financial  basis  were  very  much  great- 
er than  they  are  at  present. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1897.  Dr.  Richard 
Cecil  Hughes  was  inaugurated  president. 
He  had  for  si.x  years  held  the  chair  of  phil- 
osophy and  been  dean  of  the  faculty.  He 
graduated  at  W'ooster  University  in  1884 
and  at  McCormick  Seminary,  of  Chicago, 
in  1887.  His  aolministration  has  been  di- 
rected toward  improving  the  class-room 
work  of  the  college.  The  modern  labor- 
atory method  has  been  introduced  and  ample 
laboratories  provided  and  equipped  with  ma- 
terial and  apparatus  for  the  demonstration  of 
problems  in  science.  It  is  particularly  com- 
plete in  this  regard,  and  the  chemical  and 
physical  libraries  add  greatly  to  the  interest 
which  the  students  have  in  those  branches  of 
learning.  The  library  has  also  been  greatly 
increased  in  size  and  arranged  according  to 
the  decimal  system,  and  has  become  a  splen- 
did reference  library.  Accessions  are  con- 
stantly being  made  to  it.  and  already  it  con- 
tains twelve  thousand  volumes,  together  with 
a  complete  file  of  the  govermnent  records 
up  to  date. 

Tn  addition  to  liis  work  here  President 
Hughes  has  also  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
educational  progress  of  Iowa,  having  been 
jM-ominent  in  the  w(-trk  (^f  the  State  Teach- 
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ers'  Association.  During  the  four  years  of 
his  administration  as  the  head  of  the  college 
the  endowment  fund  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased, and  the  new  and  handsome  Adams 
Hall  has  been  erected.  The  present  faculty 
of  the  institution  is  composed  of  capable  and 
conscientious  teachers,  thoroughly  in  touch 
with  the  modern  methods  of  the  day,  and 
not  a  little  of  the  value  of  the  college  train- 
ing received  in  Tabor  is  due  to  the  constant 
contact  of  the  students  with  men  and  women 
of  broad,  well-rounded  characters  and  lives. 
So  from  a  humble  beginning,  by  means 
of  many  small  gifts,  slowly  but  surely  Tabor 
College  has  grown  to  her  present  extent  and 
her  usefulness  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  Under 
the  guidance  of  wise  and  able  leaders  her 
share  in  the  world's  activities  is  destined  to 
be  a  large  one. 


CASPER  O.  McCOY. 

Pennsylvania  has  furnished  many  pio- 
neers to  the  west  whose  natural  industry 
and  business  ability  made  them  prominent 
wherever  they  located.  Of  such  stock  came 
Casper  O.  McCoy,  a  well  known  farmer  of 
Ingraham  township,  ]\Iills  county,  Iowa, 
who  owns  and  lives  on  a  fine  six-hundred- 
acre  farm  not  far  from  Silver  City. 

Casper  O.  McCoy  was  born  near  Union- 
town,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  January  5,  1829,  a  son  of 
James  McCoy,  who  was  born  there  in  1804 
and  died  in  Ingraham  township,  j\Iills  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  in  1865.  James  McCoy  married 
Margaret  Graham,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  was  reared  there  in  a  German 
family,  and  in  1839  they  went  w^ith  teams 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Fulton,  Whiteside 
county,  Illinois,  where  they  remained  during 


the  winter  of  1839-40.  In  the  spring  of 
1840  they  moved  on  to  Scott  county,  Iowa, 
and  in  1843  went  to  Cedar  county,  also  in 
this  state,  whence  they  came  in  1850  to  In- 
graham township,  Mihs  county.  They  were 
practical  farmers  and  reared  their  three  sons 
and  five  daughters  to  the  work  and  respon- 
sibilities of  farm  life,  and  all  of  them  are 
living  except  the  eldest  son,  Joseph  G.  ^Ic- 
Coy,  who  was  killed  by  a  runaway  team,  in 
Oregon,  in  his  sixtieth  year,  and  whose  old- 
est son  was  killed  there  by  the  Indians.  'Wr. 
McCo}^  was  a  prominent  farmer  and  a  leader 
in  local  affairs  and  held  many  township  of- 
fices. Flis  widow  survived  him  ten  years  and 
died  in  1875,  aged  seventy-three.  They 
are  buried  at  East  Liberty  cemetery,  Ingra- 
ham township. 

Casper  O.  jMcCoy  left  home  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  and  worked  out  by  the 
month  and  for  about  three  years  lived  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  He  was  married  in 
1 85 1,  in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  to  Lucinda 
Watkins,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
bore  him  a  son  and  a  daughter,  both  of 
whom  live  in  California.  He  was  married  a 
second  time  in  1856  to  Miss  Frances  Butts, 
of  Platte  county,  Missouri,  by  whom  he 
had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
daughters  are  deceased.  Frances  McCoy 
died  in  1875,  and  J^^^ie  20,  1877,  Mr.  Mc- 
Coy married  Mrs.  Josephine  Orr,  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  by  Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland.  The 
son,  William  McCoy,  who  lives  on  the 
McCoy  homestead,  has  two  daughters,  and 
his  only  son  is  dead.  Lee  ]\IcCoy,  Mr. 
McCoy's  second  son,  who  also  lives  on  the 
homestead,   has   six  children   living. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  ]\IcCoy  came 
from  Missouri  to  Ingraham  township.  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  and  bought  seventy  acres  of 
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land,  at  five  dollars  an  acre,  lie  was  suc- 
cessful as  a  farmer  and  saved  money  and 
bought  other  land,  for  eighty  acres  of 
which,  now  constituting-  liis  home  farm, 
he  paid  fifty  dollars  an  acre.  Mr.  McCoy 
is  now  living-  in  comparative  retirement 
from  acti\e  life,  l)elie\ing-  that  his  many 
years  of  hard  work  entitle  him  to  a  season 
()f  rest,  and  his  sons  farm  his  land  and  are 
regarded  as  industrious,  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive citizens.  Lee  McCoy  has  won  a 
reputation  as  an  expert  checker  player  and 
his  love  for  the  game  is  well  known  to  all 
who  are  acquainted  with  him.  By  a  for- 
mer marriage,  to  -\nderson  Orr,  Mrs.  Jo- 
sephine A[cCoy  had  a  son,  Eugene  A.  Orr, 
w-ho  died  as  the  result  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  and  was  an  invalid  from  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  until  his  death  four- 
teeii  years  afterward.  He  was  a  good  stu- 
dent and  a  bo\^  of  bright  intellect,  w-hose 
brief  and  unfortunate  life  filled  all  who 
knew  him  with  regret  at  his  loss. 


JOHN   THOMAS   SKERRITT. 

Among-  the  numerous  citizens  of  Mills 
county.  Iowa,  who  came  from  Ohio  and 
have  attained  to  a  conspicuous  position  as 
farmers  and  stockmen,  there  is  none  who 
more  richly  deserves  the  success  he  has  at- 
tained than  John  Thomas  Skerritt,  of  In- 
graham   t(nvnship. 

Mr.  Skerritt  was  born  in  Wyandot 
county.  Ohio,  November  12,  1S57,  a  son 
of  Abraham  and  Jane  (Parker)  Skerritt. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Lincolnshire, 
England,  and  his  father  was  born  in  1830. 
They  married  in  1856  and  the  same  year 
came  to  the  L'nited  States  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  W'yandtjt  county,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 


Skerritt  died  in  1859,  leaving  his  widow 
and  two-year-old  son,  far  away  from  Mrs. 
Skerritt's  kindred,  but  with  a  few  hundred 
dollars  which  stood  between  them  and 
want.  Later  she  married  Robert  Plumb 
and  had  eight  children;  and  he  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three,  in  September,  i8y6, 
Iea\ing  her  in  good  circumstances.  She 
li\es  at  Mahern.  Mills  county,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Plumb  mcned  t(»  Ohio  in  1853  and  from 
there  he  came  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  and 
became  a  prominent  stock  farmer  in  Ingra- 
ham  township,  where  he  owned  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  . 

John  T.  Skerritt  was  reared  to  farm 
life  and  attended  the  district  school  in  win- 
ters and  thus  acquired  a  fair  English  edu- 
cation. He  became  a  farm  hand  at  the  age 
of  twehe  years,  and  the  next  year  he  did  a 
man's  work,  plowing  with  a  four-horse 
team.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  upon 
a  portion  of  his  present  farm.  The  ])lace 
originally  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty acres,  but  now  contains  two  hnndred  and 
forty  acres.  He  does  general  farming  and 
ra'ises  cattle,  hogs  and  a  few  sheep.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  red  polled,  mostly 
graded  cattle,  and  keeps  a  thoroughbred 
bull  for  breeding  purposes.  He  raises  and 
sells  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  Po- 
land China  hogs  each  year.  His  farm  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is 
well  fenced  and  sup[)lied  with  suitable  barns, 
granaries  and  other  outbuildings. 

^[r.  Skerritt.  who  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  enterprising  farmers  and  well-to-do 
citizens  of  Mills  county,  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  has  no  desire  for  public  office. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  fills 
the   office   of   trustee.      He    is   a    domestic 
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man,  who  appreciates  his  home  and  spends 
most  of  his  spare  time  with  his  wife  and 
children.  He  was  married  March  i,  1887, 
to  Ella  J.  Howard,  a  daughter  of  Sampson 
Howard,  of  Ingraham  township,  and  has 
five  children  :  Elsie,  wdio  is  tw-elve  years  old; 
Ralph,  who  is  ten;  Edith  M.,  who  is  six; 
Ethel  K.,  who  is  four:  and  Ella  Fern,  who 
is   two  years   old. 


WILLIAM   B.    HOUTZ. 

It  becomes  the  duty  of  every  American 
citizen  upon  attaining  his  majority  to  sup- 
port in  one  way  or  another  the  constitution 
of  the  L^nited  States,  and  by  exercising  his 
privilege  of  voting  he  evinces  his  fealty  to 
his  country  and  his  pride  in  its  citizenship. 
In  this  respect  ]\Ir.  Houtz  has  never  failed 
to  show  his  loyalty.  He  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Republican  and  has  taken  a  most 
active  part  in  local  and  county  matters  in 
behalf  of  his  party  and  his  friends.  At  the 
same  time  he  has  been  honored  with  office, 
and  since  1892  he  has  filled  the  position  of 
mayor  of  Hamburg.  No  higher  testimo- 
nial of  capable  service  could  be  given  than 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  three  times  re- 
elected to  the  office,  which  is  a  free-will 
gift  from  his  fellow  towsmen.  It  indicates 
that  his  administration  has  Ijeen  business- 
like and  progressive,  and  that  it  has  proved 
of  practical  benefit  and  has  largely  promoted 
the  welfare  of  the  city.  No  other  incumbent 
of  the  office  has  won  higher  commendation 
for  faithful  sevice,  and  when  his  time  shall 
have  expired  he  will  retire  from  the  posi- 
tion as  he  entered  it. — with  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  all. 

^Villiam  B.  Houtz  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
his  l)irth  having  occurred  in  Perry  county, 


that  state,  on  the  i6th  of  June,  18-I.2.  His 
father,  Leonard  Houtz,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a  son  of  Jacob  Houtz. 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man,  locating 
in  Pennsylvania.  He  served  his  adopted 
country  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  18 12, 
and  again  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  with  an  excellent  record 
as  a  gallant  defender  of  the  nation's  ban- 
ner. His  wife  was  Eva  Houtz,  and  dur- 
ing the  boyhood  of  their  son  Leonard  they 
removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  lo- 
cating on  a  farm  in  the  latter  state.  Leon- 
ard Houtz  was  reared  in  that  commonwealth 
and  after  attaining  his  majority  he  was 
married  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  to  Ann  Eliza 
Dennison,  a  native  of  Maryland  and  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  good  families  of 
that  state,  living  near  Baltimore.  From 
Ohio  Leonard  Houtz  removed  with  his 
family  to  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  in 
1844.  taking  up  his  abode  upon  a  heavily 
timbered  tract  of  land  on  the  Wabash  river. 
Clearing  awa}-  the  trees,  he  prepared  the 
land  for  the  plow  and  in  course  of  time 
gathered  rich  harvests.  The  greater  part 
of  his  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  he  spent  the  last  decade  in  retire- 
ment in  Attica,  Indiana.  Honest  and  up- 
right, he  commanded  unifomi  respect,  and 
in  his  demise,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
sixty-seven  years  of  age,  the  community 
lost  one  of  its  valued  citizens.  His  wnfe 
died  in  December,  1858.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  and 
in  religious  faith  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
connected  with  the  United  Brethren  church. 
They  had  the  followdng  named  children : 
Jeremiah,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  an  In- 
diana  regiment   during   the   Civil   war  and 
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died  soon  after  his  return  from  the  south; 
Louisa  and  l^vaiina.  whi)  also  have  passed 
away;  W'ilhani  B.,  of  this  rcxicw ;  John, 
who  was  nunil>ercd  among"  the  "hoys  in 
bhic"  of  the  C'i\il  war  and  (hed  in  Fountain 
county,  ln(hana.  in  1890;  Lyrns ;  Ora ;  and 
JMary  E.,  who  is  deceased.  I 

W'ilhani  15.  1  loutz  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  I'ountain  counlw  Indiana,  and  lessons  of 
industry  and  honesty  were  early  taught 
him.  The  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed 
were  those  afforded  by  the  commtm  schools, 
and  in  Indiana  he  remained  until  1 S^)-, 
when  he  came  to  Fremont  countv.  locatinsf  1 
near  Hamburg.  It  was  not  until  the  fol- 
lowing year  that  the  railroad  was  Iniilt.  the  : 
line  being  completed  from  St.  Joseph,  ]\lis-  i 
souri,  to  Council  llluffs.  Iowa.  Mr.  Houtz 
puchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Buchanan  town- 
ship. Atchison  county,  Missouri,  and  there 
developed  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  increasing-  his  landed 
possessions  from  two  hundred  and  forty  to 
four  thousand  acres.  Upon  the  place  he 
had  fme  orchards  and  groves,  good  meadow 
and  pasture  lands,  higldy  cultivated  fields, 
substantial  buildings  and  a  pleasant  and 
commodious  residence.  Everything  about 
the  place  was  kept  in  first-class  condition, 
showing  his  careful  supervision.  He  now 
rents  his  property  and  it  brings  t(^  him  a 
good  income. 

Mr.  Houtz  was  married  first  in  Fountain 
county,  Indiana,  to  Armanda  J^'^ue  Overbeg, 
of  that  county,  a  daughter  of  Julien  and 
Elizabeth  Overbeg.  also  natives  of  Indiana. 
The  children  born  of  this  marriage  were 
William  J.,  a  carpenter  of  Omaha;  Mrs. 
Emma  Holton,  now  deceased;  John,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Gus, 
wh(^  is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Omaha, 


Nebraska;  Frank,  who  is  living  in  San 
Francisco,  California;  and  Lon,  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  October,  1892, 
and  in  June,  1894,  Mr.  1  loutz  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  l)eing  with  Miss 
Nellie  (i.  Ackley.  a  representative  of  a  good 
family,  her  parents  being  I'di  and  Susan 
(  Reeves)  Ackley,  of  Fremont  county. 
Three  children  have  h(jnored  this  marriage. 
Although  Mr.  Houtz  has  ever  l>een  a 
stalwart  Republican,  he  is  not  bitterly  or 
aggressively  partisan,  but  is  a  broad-minfled 
man,  ha\  ing  earnest  regard  inr  the  welfare 
of  county,  state  and  nation.  He  has  indeed 
been  a  popular  mayor  and  his  rulings  have 
been  for  the  best  interests  of  the  town. 
He  belongs  to  the  Christian  church  known 
as  Lone  Chajiel.  at  McKissick's  Grove.  Mis- 
souri, one  of  the  pi(jneer  churches  of  this 
portion  of  the  county,  and  his  first  wife 
was  also  a  member.  Mr.  Houtz  is  now  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age,  an  intelligent  and  well- 
informed  man,  genial  and  approachal)le  and 
popular.  His  public  and  pri\ate  record  are 
alike  commendable,  and  he  enjoys  the  good 
will  and  sincere  esteem  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. 


GEORGE   W.   DARLLXG. 

Among  the  prosperous  stock-raisers  of 
White  Cloud  township  is  George  W.  Dar- 
ling, who  comes  to  Iowa  from  the  Ikidger 
state.  He  was  born  in  Racine,  Wisconsin, 
January  18.  1850,  his  parents  being  George 
W'.  and  Merriam  (Fleming)  Darling.  The 
former  was  born  in  New  York  city  in  the 
year  i8ij.  He  followed  carpentering  in 
early  life  and  afterward  turned  his  atten- 
tion tt)  agricultural  pursuits.  He  went  to 
Wisconsin  about  the  year  1846,  and  in  1857 
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crossed  the  Mississippi  river  into  Iowa,  es- 
tablishing his  home  in  Mills  county  a  year 
later.  Here  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  in  Rawles  township,  when 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  On  coming  to 
this  county  he  purchased  land  which  was 
partially  improved  and  built  thereon  a 
frame  house  sixteen  by  twenty- four  feet. 
Throughout  the  remainder  of  his  active 
business  career  he  followed  farming  pur- 
suits, but  spent  his  last  days  in  partial  re- 
tirement in  the  home  of  his  son  George. 
His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  and  was  an  earnest  Christian 
woman  whose  influence  over  the  lives  of 
her  children  was  marked  and  beneficial. 
She  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  her 
death  occurred  May  2,  1878,  and  her  hus- 
band's death  August  4,  1883.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  six  of  her  seven  children,  namely : 
Matilda  J.,  Elizabeth,  George  W.,  Merriam 
Tilton,  Edward  T.  L.  and  Daniel  A. 

George  W.  Darling  spent  his  early  boy- 
hood days  in  the  city  of  his  nativity  and  was 
then  brought  to  Iowa  by  his  parents.  He 
was  reared  upon  the  old  home  farm  and 
worked  in  field  and  meadow,  assisting  in 
the  task  of  plowing,  planting  and  harvest- 
ing. His  educational  privileges  were  those 
afforded  by  the  common  schools,  and  thus 
he  was  prepared  for  the  practical  duties  of 
life.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  started  out 
on  his  own  account,  being  employed  as  a 
farm  hand,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age 
he  began  renting  land,  which  he  cultivated 
for  several  years.  \Mien  twenty-six  years 
of  age  he  made  his  first  purchase,  becoming 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved land  in  Rawles  township,  and  there- 
on made  his  home  until  1884,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  old  Hobbs  farm  of  one  hundred 


and  sixty  acres,  which  is  situated  in  the  val- 
ley in  \Vhite  Cloud  township  and  is  a  rich 
tract  of  land,  yielding  a  good  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  bestowed  upon  it.  The  ver- 
dant pastures  furnish  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity for  stock-raising,  and  Mr.  Darling 
feeds  and  sells  large  numbers  of  cattle  and 
hogs.  He  has  a  stock  farm  and  his  annual 
shipments  are  extensive  and  bring  to  him 
a  good  financial  return,  for  his  fine  grades 
of  stock  command  high  market  prices. 
Many  unsuccessful  men  indulge  in  theoriz- 
ing as  to  the  causes  of  prosperity  and  claim 
that  it  results  from  fortunate  circumstances 
and  environments,  but  in  an  analyzation  of 
the  history  of  the  most  successful  men  we 
find  that  what  they  have  acquired  has  come 
as  the  direct  result  of  their  own  efforts; 
and  such  is  the  case  in  the  history  of  Mr. 
Darling-. 


C.   F.   ROENFELD. 

C.  F.  Roenfeld  is  one  of  the  extensive 
land-owners  of  Mills  county,  and  also  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  who  since 
1858  have  resided  wuthin  its  borders  and 
have  witnessed  the  many  changes  that  have 
occurred  here — a  transformation  seemmg- 
ly  marvelous  that  has  been  wrought.  The 
star  of  empire  has  steadily  moved  westward 
and  in  .its  wake  have  come  all  of  the  com- 
forts of  civilization  and  the  accessories  of 
modern  business  life.  Mr.  Roenfeld  feels 
a  just  pride  in  wliat  his  county  has  accom- 
plished, and  he  is  one  of  her  early  settlers 
of  whom  she  has  every  reason  to  be  proud, 
owing  to  his  upright  and  honorable  career 
and  of  his  successful  business  record. 

A  native  of  Holstein,  Germany,  Mr. 
Roenfeld   was  born   on   the    loth   of   May, 
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1836,  and  is  a  sun  uf  Dcllif  ami  Lottie 
(Low)  Roenfeld,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  father's  death  oc- 
curred in  that  country,  being  occasioned  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun,  when  he 
was  forty-eight  years  of  age.  The  mother 
died  in  the  same  country,  when  seventy- 
four  years  of  age,  and  the  paternal  grand- 
father, Henry  Roenfeld,  passed  away  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  The 
Roenfelds  come  from  a  long  line  of  sturdy 
people,  possessing  the  (|ualities  which  go  to 
make  citizens  of  worth.  He  whose  name 
forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch  spent  the 
days  of  his  childhood  and  youth  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  when  twenty-tw^o  years  of 
age  sought  a  home  in  the  new  world,  be- 
lieving that  better  opportunities  would  be 
afforded  in  a  country  where  competition  is 
not  so  great.  Accordingly  he  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  in  1858  and  at  once  made 
his  way  to  Mills  county,  Iowa,  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Oak  township,  where  he  has 
since  remained  with  the  exception  of  about 
one  year  spent  in  the  employ  of  a  stage  com- 
pany, in  (lri\ing  stage  from  Council  Bluffs. 
Farming  has  been  his  principal  occupation 
through  life  and  his  methods  have  been  ex- 
tremely practical,  and  at  the  same  time  have 
been  in  touch  with  the  onward  march  of 
progress.  As  his  iinancial  resources  have 
increased  he  has  added  to  his  property  un- 
til his  realty  now  aggregates  thirteen  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  Mills  county. 

Forty-two  years  have  passed  since  Mr. 
Roenfeld  arrived  in  Towa.  He  found  here 
a  wild  and  unsettled  regicni,  giving  little 
promise  of  future  development.  On  many 
a  broad  acre  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
or  an  improx'cment  made,  but  the  pioneers 


came — men  of  resolute  spirit  and  laudal)le 
ambition — and  they  transformed  the  wild 
prairie  into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  while 
here  and  there  sprang  up  villages,  and 
churches  and  schools  were  built.  During 
the  first  year  of  Mr.  Roenfeld's  residence 
here  he  drove  about  thirty-two  miles  to  the 
nearest  mill.  Previous  to  1861  the  highest 
prices  paid  for  butter  in  the  market  at  Coun- 
cil Hluffs  was  two  and  a  half  cents  a  pcjund, 
while  eggs  were  two  and  a  half  cents  a 
dozen,  wheat  was  ihirly-five  cents  a  bushel, 
corn  from  fi\e  to  twelve  cents  a  bushel,  and 
other  farm  products  sold  in  ])roportion. 

On  the  14th  <.f  March,  1864,  Mr.  Roen- 
feld was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena 
Kruse,  a  daughter  of  Hans  and  Katrina 
Kruse,  both  oi  whom  were  Ixjrn  in  (jer- 
many  and  came  to  America  in  i86j.  locat- 
ing in  Oak  township,  where  they  remained 
throughout  the  residue  of  their  days.  Unto 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
seven  children,  and  the  family  circle  is  yet 
unbroken  by  the  hand  of  death.  Tn  the 
order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  August, 
Ferdinand.  Henry,  Lena,  Mary,  W'nlliam 
and  Lewis.  The  last  two  are  li\ing  at 
home  and  relieve  their  father  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  care  of  the  farm.  The  other 
children  are  all  married  and  are  comfortably 
settled  on  good  farms  not  far  from  the  old 
homestead.  The  entire  family  are  devoted 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church 
and  are  people  of  the  highest  respectability. 
Mr.  Roenfeld  has  always  been  a  hard-work- 
ing man,  and  that  he  is  today  numbered 
among  the  most  successful  farmers  of  Mills 
county,  his  possessions  eml)racing  broad 
acres,  is  due  to  his  own  efforts,  guided  by 
sound   judgment.      I  lis  examjile  is  one  well 
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worthy  of  emulation,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  present  the  record  of  his  life  to  our 
readers. 


THOMAS  TITTERINGTON. 

One  of  the  energetic,  resolute,  wide- 
awake and  prosperous  farmers  of  Indian 
Creek  township,  Mills  county,  Iowa,  is 
Thomas  Titterington,  who  Avas  born  in 
Rock  Island  county,  Illinois,  on  the  29th 
of  October,  1839.  He  is  of  English  line- 
age on  the  paternal  side.  His  father, 
Charles  Titterington,  was  born  in  England, 
a  son  of  Thomas  Titterington,  who  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world  and  spent  his 
last  days  in  Rock  Island  county.  His  son 
Charles  was  but  three  years  of  age  when 
the  family  left  the  merrie  isle,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  been  an  American  citizen, 
his  home  being  now  in  Rock  Island  county. 
He  married  Sophia  Eberhardt,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Anna  Eberhardt.  Her  father  died  in  Rock 
Island  county,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
3^ears,  after  having  been  blind  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Mrs.  Titterington  also  died 
in  the  same  county,  when  seventy-seven  years 
of  age,  and  left  many  friends  to  mourn  her 
loss,  for  she  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
yet  living  and  are  married. 

Thomas  Titterington  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  in  the  public  schools  accjuired  his 
education,  gaining  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
common  English  branches  of  learning  and 
thus  becoming  well  equipped  for  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life.  When  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 


Miss  Elizabeth  Gunsoles,  a  native  ©f  Penn- 
sylvania, and  their  union  was  blessed  with 
four  children.  The  family  circle  yet  re- 
mains unbroken  by  the  hand  of  death,  and 
three  of  the  children  are  married  and  there 
are  now  six  grandchildren. 

It  was  the  28th  of  May,  1873,  that 
Mr.  Titterington  arrived  in  Mills  county, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  leading  and  influential  farm- 
ers of  Indian  Creek  township.  His  labors 
have  been  attended  w'ith  a  gratifying  suc- 
cess, for  as  the  years  have  passed  he  has 
added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  the 
homestead  now  comprises  nearly  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  land,  and  in  addition  to 
this  he  has  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
acres  in  the  western  portion  o^  the  county. 
His  home  farm  is  splendidly  improved  with 
all  modern  accessories, — fences  in  good  re- 
pair, the  latest  improved  machinery,  sub- 
stantial buildings  and  fine  grades  of  stock. 
Neat  and  thrifty  in  its  appearance,  the  farm 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  his 
progressive  methods.  He  is  orderly  and 
systematic  in  the  control  of  his  business  af- 
fairs and  his  labors,  and  has  strict  regard 
for  the  ethics  of  business  life,  so  that 
naught  can  be  said  against  his  straightfor- 
ward career. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Titterington 
has  always  been  a  stalwart  Republican  since 
casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  i860,  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  growth  and  secure 
the  success  of  his  party.  He  has  served  as 
school  treasurer  for  twenty  years, — a  fact 
which  stands  in  unmistakable  evidence  of 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow 
townsmen.  He  is  public  spirited,  withhold- 
ing not  his  support  from  any  movement  or 
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measure  calculated  li>  prove  of  jjeneral  good. 
His  activity  iu  business  affairs  has  resulted 
\cry  desirably  to  him.  and  his  life  record 
commends  itself  as  an  example  to  all  who 
would  gain  success  and  ha\e  no  outside  aid 
or  inrtuence  to  help  them. 


lIEXkV    Xll'l'. 

A  prominent  and  intluential  citizen  of 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Mineola,  who  also  was  a  soldier  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  is  Henry  Nipp,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Hol- 
stein,  Germany,  in  October,  1831,  and  was 
a  son  of  Peter  Xipp,  also  a  native  of  Ger- 
many who  died  when  our  subject  was  but 
two  years  of  age.  In  his  early  youth  lim- 
ited means  compelled  him  to  engage  in  any 
occupation  which  he  could  find.  He  was  a 
workman  in  an  oil-mill  for  one  year,  at  a 
salary  of  thirty-four  dollars  a  year,  and 
some  idea  may  be  obtained  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  our  subject  when  it  is  stated 
that  he  was  able  to  save  a  part  of  this  to 
pay  on  his  passage  to  America. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  the 
German  army  and  served  in  the  war  then 
in  progress  between  Germany  and  Denmark, 
serving  in  all  five  years,  from  1848  to  1853, 
inclusive.  His  great  desire  was  to  reach 
America,  and  this  he  accomplished  after 
many  experiences  too  long  to  be  related  in 
the  limits  of  this  sketch,  although  they 
might  give  encouragement  to  many  youths 
struggling  against  adverse  circumstances. 
He  reached  St.  Mary's  township.  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  June  9,  1857,  after  a  voyage 
of  two  months,  coming  up  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  rivers.  He  secured  work  on 
the  railroad,  the  Chicago,  St.  Joseph  &  Han- 


nibal road  then  being  in  course  of  build- 
ing, but  returned  to  Mills  county  and  from 
his  earnings  bought  forty  acres  of  land, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  his  large  landed 
possessions  in  this  cijunty. 

On  November  5.  1864,  our  subject  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army,  joining  the  Thir- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry,  Fcnirth  IJrigade, 
Third  Division,  and  took  part  in  the  battle 
at  Marshall,  Tennessee,  which  was  fought 
between  Hood  and  Thomas,  and  he  also 
was  with  his  regiment  at  the  fight  at  Kings- 
ton, North  Carolina,  they  then  l^eing  trans- 
ferred to  Sherman's  army,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  in  September,  1865,  returning 
to  his  farm  in  Mills  county.  Success  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Nipp,  and  he 
now  owns  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  this, 
in  connection  with  elevator  and  grain  in- 
terests in  Hastings,  Iowa,  making  him  one 
of  the  wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  state. 

In  1 86 1  our  subject  took  for  his  wife 
Miss  Katrina  Knise,  and  six  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  as  follows :  William 
and  Mena,  both  deceased;  Ferdinand,  now 
engaged  in  the  stock  and  elevator  business 
at  Mineola;  Enmia,  now  Mrs.  James  Gra- 
ham, of  Hastings;  Julia,  now  Mrs.  John 
Flvnn.  living  on  the  home  farm;  and 
Charles,  the  agent  fc^r  the  Wabash  Railroad, 
living  at  Alineola. 

F(^r  the  past  fifteen  years  our  subject 
has  lived  retired  from  active  business.  He 
has  been  called  upon  by  the  Republican  par- 
ty, of  which  he  is  an  active  member,  to 
fill  some  of  the  local  offices;  he  has  been 
road  supervisor  for  two  terms.  He  has 
been   prominently   identified   with   the   Ger- 
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man  Lutheran  church  for  many  years, 
where  all  of  his  family  are  also  connected, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  organizers  of 
the  church  in  Mineola.  Mr.  Nipp  has  al- 
ways taken  a  great  interest  in  his  section, 
and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  advance 
the  interests  of  Oak  township.  The  family 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  this  part 
of  Alills  county. 


SAMSON  HOWARD. 

The  characteristics  which  combine  to 
make  men  successful  as  farmers  in  England 
render  them  still  more  so  amid  the  superior 
opportunities  afforded  in  America,  where 
the  same  amount  of  business  ability  and  the 
same  effort  will  produce  better  results,  partly 
because  the  farmer  may  be  a  land-owner 
here  instead  of  a  tenant,  and  may  have  a  sur- 
plus of  income  which  he  may  apply  to  the 
improvement  of  his  property  instead  of  pay- 
ment for  rent.  Mills  county,  Iowa,  has  a 
contingent  of  English-born  farmers  of  whom 
any  county  in  the  United  States  might  be 
proud,  and  one  of  the  best  known  of  these 
is  the  prominent  retired  agriculturist  of  In- 
graham  township  whose  name  is  above. 

Samson  Howard  was  born  in  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  January  i,  1835,  a  son  of 
John  Howard,  also  a  native  of  Lincolnshire, 
who  died  in  1837,  leaving  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  ten  grew  up  and  of  whom  four 
are  living  at  this  time,  our  subject  being  the 
twelfth  in  order  of  birth.  Those  living  are 
\ViIliam  Howard,  a  Nebraska  farmer ;  Jane, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Bugg,  whom  she  sur- 
vives, and  is  living  in  England;  Samson; 
and  Sarah,  who  lives  in  Nebraska,  not  far 
from  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  The  mother  of 
these   children    survived    their    father,    who 


was  a  laboring  man  and  farmer  and  died  in 
England  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Mr.    Howard's    educational    advantages 
were  A-ery  meager,  and  after  he  was  six  years 
old  were  limited    to  facilities  afforded    by 
night  schools,  in  which  he  learned  to  read 
but  not  much  more.     At  the  tender  age  of 
six  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself, 
working  hard  for  six-pence  a  day,  or  three 
shillings  a  week,  boarding  himself.     His  for- 
tunes improved  somewhat,   however,  as  he 
grew  older,  and  in  1854,  when  he  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  he  came  to  America,  mak- 
ing the  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  New  York 
in  a  sail  vessel,  which  was  about  nine  weeks 
between  port  and  port.     The  passage  was  a 
dangerous  one  and  was  marked  by  a  pathetic 
incident  which  Mr.  Howard  Avill  never  for- 
get.    He  was  accompanied  by  his  brothers 
John  and  Thomas  and  the  latter 's  wife  and 
five  children.     John  died  of  ship  fever  and 
was  buried  at  sea.     Thomas  located  in  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy,  leaving  a  small  estate  to  seven 
children. 

Samson  found  work  on  Lorain  county 
farms  and  remained  there  three  years.  From 
there  he  went  to  Ottawa  county,  Ohio,  where 
in  1859  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber 
land.  He  cut  down  the  timber,  and,  dispos- 
ing of  his  interests  there  bought  twenty 
acres  of  improved  land  in  Wood  county,  that 
state,  on  which  he  settled  in  1863.  He  had 
been  married,  July  20,  1861,  to  Lettie  Hol- 
lom,  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  born 
July  4,  1843,  "^"^'^lo  ^'■''^d  come  to  America  in 
1852  with  her  parents,  Samuel  and  Ann 
(Hollingsworth)  Hollom.  After  having 
farmed  in  Ohio  for  six  years  he  moved  with 
liis  family  to  St.  Joseph  county,  Michigan, 
whence  he  removed  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of 
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1871.  settliiii;'  on  the  spot  on  which  he  now 
H\es.  It  was  a  forty-acre  patcli  of  new 
prairie  land,  wliich  he  hiuoht  at  fifteen  dol- 
lare  an  acre  and  on  whicli  tliere  were  no  ini- 
proxements.  lie  went  in  debt  to  a  consider- 
able extent  in  buying"  tlie  property  and  in 
erecting  a  small  frame  house  upon  it,  but 
by  hard  work  and  good  management  he  soon 
placed  himself  on  the  broad  highway  of 
prosperity  and  made  subsec|uent  i)urchases 
of  land  until  he  now  has  a  good  two-hun- 
dred-and-eighty-acre  farm,  with  an  orchard 
and  shade  trees  and  a  commodious  brick  ve- 
neer residence  and  ample  barns  and  other 
outbuildings.  He  does  mixed  farming, 
growing  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  corn  and  thirty-five  acres  of  wheat 
and  other  cereals,  and  keeps  twenty  to  forty 
head  of  grade  Durham  cattle  and  markets 
a  good  number  of  hogs. 

Pf^litically  i\Ir.  Howard  is  a  Democrat 
and  he  is  ably  filling  the  offices  of  town- 
ship trustee  and  school  district  trustee.  Mrs. 
Howard  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  Their  house,  erected  in  1891, 
was  the  second  one  built  on  the  farm  and  it 
has  become  wddely  known  for  its  hospitality. 
Mrs.  Howard's  parents,  both  of  whom  are 
dead,  left  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  have  had 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters :  Marietta, 
the  oldest  of  these,  married  L.  C.  Alexander, 
a  farmer  in  Ingraham  township,  and  has 
eight  children.  Elmer  Ellsworth  lives  at 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  and  has  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Ella  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  J.  T.  Skerritt,  whose  farm  adjoins 
her  father's  and  has  a  son  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Francis  Edward  is  a  farmer  in  this 
county,  and  has  one  son,  Lettie  Eliza  is 
Mrs.  John  Wilson.    George  Henry  is  a  mem- 


ber of  his  father's  household.  Charles  Will- 
iam is  farming  in  Clay  county,  Iowa.  Her- 
bert Parker  is  a  member  of  his  father's  house- 
hold. Walter  Otis  lives  at  Colorado  Springs. 
(Irace  Mary  is  a  member  of  her  father's 
household,  as  is  also  Clarence  Edward,  a 
boy  of  fifteen.  All  of  Mr.  Howard's  chil- 
dren have  a  good  district-school  education. 
Mr.  Howard  is  deeply  interested  in  all  ques- 
tions affecting  the  welfare  of  the  people  at 
large  and  his  public  spirit  has  impelled  him 
to  do  everything  in  his  power  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  township  and  county. 


JAMES  E.  BARNES. 

Among  the  representative  farmers  and 
prosperous  citizens  of  D^er  Creek  town- 
ship, ]\Iills  county,  is  the  subject  of  this 
brief  review,  who  was  born  in  Missouri  in 
1850,  and  was  about  two  years  old  when 
brought  to  this  county.  His  father,  Will- 
iam R.  Barnes,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  having  en- 
listed here  October  10,  i86j,  in  Company 
B,  Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  .Vndrews. 
He  remained  in  the  service  until  hostilities 
ceased  and  returned  home  with  a  highly 
creditable  war  record.  To  the  same  regi- 
ment belonged  a  number  of  others  who  are 
represented  in  this  work,  and  they  all  speak 
in  very  flattering  terms  of  Mr.  Barnes  both 
as  a  brave  soldier  and  a  civilian.  He  died 
in  Deer  Creek  township  in  1884.  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Amanda  Judah,  still  sur- 
vives him  and  resides  <in  her  own  farm  ad- 
joining that  of  our  subject.  She  is  a  na- 
tive of  Lawrence  county.  Indiana,  and  a 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Xancy  (Jennings) 
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Judah.  Her  father  was  born  in  the  same 
state,  of  German  ancestry,  and  died  in  Bu- 
chanan county,  Missouri,  while  her  mother 
was  born  in  Kentucky  and  died  in  this  coun- 
ty. Her  people,  as  well  as  her  husband's 
people,  came  from  Missouri  to  Mills  county 
about  1852.  Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family 
of  six  children,  the  others  being  Mrs.  Ara- 
bella Archer,  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  John 
W.,  who  lives  with  his  brother  in  this  coun- 
ty; I.  L.  and  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Wyrick,  both 
residents  of  Oregon;  and  IMrs.  Coloma  A. 
Morris,  of  ]Mills  county,  -Iowa. 

On  the  home  farm  James  E.  Barnes 
grew  to  manhood,  acquiring  an  excellent 
knowledge  of  all  the  duties  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  obtaining 
his  literary  education  in  the  district  schools. 
He  now  owns  and  works  a  splendid  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  which  he 
has  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  is  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral  farming  and   stock-raising. 

In  Mills  county  Mr.  Barnes  was  united 
in  marriage  w'ith  Miss  Emma  A.  Riddell, 
a  native  of  New  York  state  and  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  T.  and  Lucy  Ann  (Beckwith) 
Riddell,  wdio  came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day. 
The  father  is  now  decea;.ed,  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  and  maizes  her  home  in  the 
state  of  Washington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
have  five  children,  namely :  J\Irs.  Jennie  E. 
Lang,  of  Mills  county;  and  J.  I.,  James 
H.,  Robert  E.  and  Bertha  M.,  all  at  home. 

The  Republican  party  has  always  found 
in  Mr.  Barnes  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  office  of 
school  director  several  years  and  road  su- 
pervisor for  some  time.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  Camp  at  Strahan, 


this  county,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  his  community.  He 
is  a  whole-souled,  genial  gentleman  who 
makes  many  friends,  and  has  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


LEWIS  S.  ROBINSON. 

The  name  of  Lewis  Scott  Robinson  is 
found  high  on  the  roll  of  representative  jour- 
nalists and  political  leaders  of  southwestern. 
Iowa.  He  was  born  December  i,  1861,  in 
Knoxville,  Knox  county,  Illinois,  a  son  of 
W.  T.  Robinson,  a  newspaper  publisher,  who 
learned  the  business  in  the  office  of  the  old 
Cincinnati  Commercial,  where  lie  was  em- 
ployed in  1849  ^"d  1850.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Robinson  of  this  review^  entered  his  father's 
newspaper  office  and  was  thus  employed, 
mastering  the  business  in  both  principle  and 
detail.  His  tastes  have  always  been  of  a  lit- 
erary character.  The  first  money  which  he 
acquired  was  by  taking  the  old  carriers  ad- 
dress to  a  route  of  subscribers  on  the  Knox- 
ville Republican.  In  1875  he  accompanied 
his  father  and  the  family  on  their  removal 
to  Leon,  Iowa,  and  after  his  school  days  were 
ended  he  accepted  a  position  as  bank  teller 
in  the  Farmers  and  Traders  Bank  in  Leon, 
serving  in  that  position  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  went  into  partnership  with  his  fa- 
ther in  the  pul:)lication  of  the  Decatur  County 
Journal,  issued  at  Leon.  He  was  connected 
therewith  until  1886,  when  he  sold  his  inter- 
est and  removed  to  Glenwood.  Here  he  pur- 
chased J.  F.  Record's  interest  in  the  firm  of 
Record  &  Ewing.  Later  he  purchased  Mr. 
Ewing's  interest  and  for  the  past  eight  years 
has  been  sole  proprietor.  In  1889,  in  con- 
nection with  \\'.  E.  Baarfield,  he  purchased 
the  Glenwood  Opinion,  of  which  he  is  at 
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present  one  of  the  editors  .'nid  pnlilisliers. 
This  ])ri|)cr  has  been  in  existence  \i>v  thirty- 
seven  }-ears  and  lias  l)een  a  patent  factor  in 
the  ])rooTess  and  ileveKipnient  of  (Ilenwood. 
'rin'ou^'li  the  cohniis  of  hi^  ])apei'  Mr.  Kob- 
inson  gi\es  an  earnest  snpport  to  all  measures 
which  he  believes  will  pni\e  of  public  bcnefil. 
is  the  champion  i)\  wnrks  of  reform  and 
progress  and  tiie  opposer  of  all  that  has  a 
demoralizing"  influence  upon  the  citw  In  ad- 
dition to  his  connection  with  journalistic  in- 
terests he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Cdcnwood 
State  Bank. 

Mr.  Robinson  has  occupied  various  city 
and  county  offices,  but  has  ne\er  been  an  as- 
pirant for  oflicial  honors,  although  he  takes 
a  very  keen  and  active  interest  in  the  growth 
arid  progress  of  the  Re])ublican  party.  He 
believes  most  firmly  in  his  principles  and 
policy  and  has  been  chairman  of  the  Re- 
publican central  committee  of  Mills  county 
at  various  times  througfh  the  past  twelve 
years.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican committee  for  the  ninth  district  of 
Iowa  when  the  Hon.  Smith  jMcPherson  was 
elected  to  congress  in  1898,  and  also  in  1900 
when  Judge  Walter  I.  Smith  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  district  in  the  legislative  halls 
of  the  nation.  Mr.  Robinson  is  still  serving 
as  chairman  and  is  well  fitted  for  the  posi- 
tion on  account  of  his  executive  ability  and 
power  as  an  organizer.  He  marshals  his 
forces  with  the  skill  and  precision  of  a  mil- 
itary commander  on  the  field  of  battle  and  he 
has  the  tact  to  harmonize  the  various  ele- 
ments of  the  party,  thus  securing  the  best 
results. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  1887.  in  Leon, 
Iowa,  Mr.  Robinson  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Marian  A.  Mo  watt,  a  daughter  of 
S.  M.  Mowatt.  a  graduate  of  the  Edinburg 


I'niversity  of  Scotlainl.     She  was  born  at 
Charlottetown.  Prince  Edward  Island — her 
mother's    home — X(jveml)er  30.    1867,  and 
she  now  has  one  son,  Lewis  S..  born  August 
8,    1899.      Socially    Mr.    Robinson    is   con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Eellows.  in  which  he  was  initiated  in  1882. 
He  is  at  present  chancellor  commander  of 
Glenwood    Lodge.    Xo.    43,    K.    P..   and   is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Cilenwood.     With  a  capacity  and  experience 
which  would  enable  him  to  fulfill  any  trust 
to  which  he  might  be  chosen,  he  has  never 
sought  to  advance  himself  in  office,  but  has 
been  content  to  do  his  duty  where  b.e  could 
and  leave  the  self-seeking  to  others.   Viewed 
in  a  personal  light,  he  is  a  strong  man.  of 
excellent  judgment,   fair  in  his  views,  and 
highly  honorable  in   his  relations  with  his 
fellow  men.     He  is  a  man  of  very  strong" 
con\ictions,  and  his  integritv  stands  as  an 
unquestioned  fact  in  his  career.     He  has  al- 
ways been  a  student,  and  the  scope  and  am- 
plitude of    his    knowledge    renders  him  a 
charming  conversationalist.     He  is  in   full 
sympathy  with  all  the  great  movements  of 
the  world  about  him,  and  watches  the  prog- 
ress  of    events   with   the   keenest    interest. 
Though   severe  at   times  toward   men   and 
measures  deserving  ^   iticism,  he  is  neverthe- 
less a  generous  friend  and  warm  advocate 
of    those    wild    are   battling    for    the    right, 
and  of  principles  and  policies  for  the  public 
good. 


TS.\AC  SMITH. 

Prominent  among  the  pioneer  and  en- 
terprising .settlers  of  Fremont  county  is 
Isaac  Smith,  of  Kivcrton.  He  came  to  the 
state  in  1856  and  to  this  county  in  1858.    He 
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was  born  in  Northumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania,  August  9,  1833,  and  represents  a 
good  family,  noted  for  industry  and  hon- 
esty. His  father,  Alorris  Smith,  was  born 
in  Xew  Jersey  and  was  a  son  of  Ulet  Smith, 
also  a  native  of  that  state  and  a  member  of 
one  of  its  old  families.  Morris  Smith  mar- 
ried Miss  Susanna  Sober,  who  was  born  in 
Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  al- 
though her  people  were  from  New  Jersey 
and  were  of  English  descent.  Her  mother's 
name  before  marriage  was  Moore.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  wdiom  reached  mature  years, 
but  Samuel  is  now  deceased.  The  others 
are  :  Coleman,  a  well  known  citizen  of  River- 
ton  ;  Isaac;  Caroline,  w'ho  became  the  wife 
01  Daniel  Shull  and  died  in  Riverton  town- 
ship; Isabel,  deceased;  and  one  who  died 
i'j  infancy.  The  father  passed  away  in 
Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  and  the  mother, 
long  surviving  him,  departed  this  life  in  1892 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  She  was  a  Pres- 
byterian in  religious  faith  in  early  life  but 
afterward  became  a  ]\Iethodist.  The  father 
was  a  miller  by  trade  and  was  an  honest, 
industrious  man,  respected  by  all  who  knew^ 
hhn. 

In  his  native  county  Isaac  Smith  was 
reared  to  farm  work,  following  that  pur- 
suit until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  pat- 
tern-maker's trade  and  was  thus  engaged  for 
six  years,  becoming  an  expert  mechanic. 
^^'hen  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  emi- 
grated westward,  and  for  one  season  worked 
ar.  his  trade  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  after- 
ward spent  one  year  at  carpentering  in  ]\Iis- 
souri,  and  in  1859  he  came  to  Fremont 
county,  erecting  the  first  house  on  the  pres- 


ent site  of  Riverton.  It  is  still  standing,  but 
I  since  that  time  Air.  Smith  has  purchased 
other  land  and  in  1875  erected  his  present 
commodious  residence,  which  stands  on  a 
natural  building  site,  surrounded  bv  shade 

I  o  ' 

t:  ees,  wdiile  in  the  orchard  are  many  varieties 
of  fruit.  He  has  large  barns  and  sheds, 
I  highly  cultivated  fields  and  rich  pasture 
lands,  and  the  place  is  divided  by  w^ell  kept 
fences.  The  farm  consists  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  rich 
pasture  land.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  very 
successful  and  energetic  agriculturist  and 
stock-raiser,  and  everything  upon  his  place 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  capable 
management.  For  some  years  he  was  a  suc- 
cessful contractor  and  builder,  and  erected 
many  of  the  buildings  in  this  locality,  but 
in  more  recent  years  has  given  his  entire 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  i860  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Harriet  Rockafeller,  of  North- 
umberland county,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth  (Wilkerson)  Rock- 
afeller, both  of  wdiom  died  in  Pennsylvania. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  l)een  born 
ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  name- 
ly :  Albert,  wdio  is  now  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Nebraska;  Sherman,  at  home; 
Alum,  who  is  also  following  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  Nebraska;  Chester,  who  is 
working  in  a  store  in  Skidmore,  Missouri; 
!  and  Geno  and  Stella,  who  are  at  home.  Four 
j  have  passed  away:  An  infant  son;  Emma, 
t  ^vho  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Kim- 
ber,  who  was  killed  by  accident  when  four 
years  of 'age;  and  Eva,  who  died  when  ht- 
teen.  The  mother  passed  aw'ay  November 
6,  1882,  at  the  age  of  forty-six.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  was  honored  and  loved  for 
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her  goodness  of  heart  and  mind.  On  the 
6th  of  Deceml)cr,  1SS3,  .Mr.  Smith  was 
again  married,  his  second  nnion  being  with 
Sarah  lliatt,  a  nati\e  of  IncHana,  in  which 
state  licr  parents  died.  Five  chiUh-en  graced 
this  nnion.  of  whom  three  rux'  now  li\ing, 
namely:  Pearl,  Ross  and  Lynn.  They  lost 
an  infant  danghter  and  one  son,  lingli.  who 
<iied  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
Repnl)lican  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
issnes  of  the  da}',  ])ut  has  never  been  a  politi- 
cian in  the  sense  of  being  an  office-seeker, 
althongh  he  served  as.connty  snpervisor. 
The  cause  of  education  finds  in  liim  a  warm 
friend  and  he  does  all  in  his  power  for  its 
advancement.  He  is  also  liberal  in  sui)port 
of  the  church  work,  and  his  wife  is  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  church,  the 
family  attending  its  services  and  taking  part 
iri  its  work.  Mr.  Smith  has  now  reached  the 
age  of  sixtv-seven,  but  his  vears  rest  lightly 
upon  him  and  he  has  the  vigor  and  energy  of 
a  man  much  vounger.  In  business  he  sus- 
tains  a  high  reputation,  for  there  is  nothing 
iniderhanded  in  his  dealings;  his  straightfor- 
Avard  methods  and  earnest  purpose  commend 
him  to  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
all  with  whom  he  is  associated;  and  as  a 
representative  citizen  of  Riverton  township, 
Fremont  count}-,  he  well  deserves  mention 
in  this  volume. 


FREDERICK  H.  SCHOENIXG. 

A  native  of  German}-,  l'"rederiek  ilenr}' 
Schoening,  who  now  resides  near  Mineola, 
Mills  county,  was  born  in  Holstein  on  the 
I  ith  of  August,  1829,  and  his  parents,  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Schale)  Schoening.  were 
natives  of  the  same  country.     In  1858  they 


bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  and 
with  their  frnnily  cros.sed  the  briny  deep  to 
the  new  world,  landing  at  New  Orleans. 
However,  they  did  not  tarry  long  in  the 
southern  metroixjlis  but  came  at  once  to  Mills 
county,  Iowa,  settling  in  Oak  township.  The 
voyage  was  a  hmg  and  tedious  (jne,  occupy- 
ing two  months,  for  they  came  by  way  of 
Cuba,  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis  and  up 
the  Missouri  river  to  Council  Bluffs.  The 
father  died  in  Oak  township,  in  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

Mr.  Schoening.  who  is  now  an  enter- 
prising farmer  near  Mineola,  spent  his  chikl- 
hood  and  youth  in  the  fatherland,  and  was 
married  in  Holstein.  on  the  J5th  of  April, 
1858,  to  Miss  Johana  Fos,  who  was  born 
April  26,  1836,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Louis 
and  Margaret  (Schoening)  Fos.  Her  fa- 
ther died  May  ii,  1858.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  in  1869,  when  fifty  years  of  age.  Im- 
mediately after  their  marriage  Frederick  H. 
Schoening  and  his  wife  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  United  States.  Ten  children 
have  graced  their  union,  nine  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  as  follows:  Minnie,  who  was 
born  September  2=^.  1859.  and  is  now  the 
w  ife  of  John  Hansen,  a  resident  of  Emerson, 
Nebraska,  where  he  follows  farming;  Henry, 
who  was  born  April  3.  1862,  and  is  engaged 
i;i  farming  in  the  same  state;  John,  who  was 
born  February  17.  1864.  and  has  taken  up 
his  abode  on  a  farm  near  the  old  homestead; 
William,  born  March  4.  1866:  Louis,  born 
August  17.  1870:  Mary,  born  March  11, 
1873;  h'rank.  horn  April  16.  1875;  Emma, 
born  October  2$^  ^^77'  O^to,  horn  July  10, 
1879;  and  Rosa,  born  ^Lay  11.  1883. 

The  father.  Frederick  H.  Schoening,  is 
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now  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  all  of  which 
he  has  acquired  through  his  own  efforts. 
For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  prac- 
tically retired,  enjoying  a  rest  which  he  well 
merits,  for  previous  to  that  time  he  had 
hived  a  very  busy  life  and  his  unremitting 
toil,  careful  management  and  resolute  pur- 
px)se  brought  to  him  prosperity.  He  ex- 
ercised his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  and  his  family  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Lutheran  church  of 
Mineola.  As  a  citizen  he  is  deeply  interested 
in  what  ever  pertains  to  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  community  along  substantial 
fines  of  development  and  has  given  his  hearty 
co-operation  to  many  movements  for  the  gen- 
eral good. 


AIOSES  U.  PAYNE. 

]\Ioses  U.  Payne,  deceased,  was  through 
a  long  period  an  esteemed  and  influential 
resident  of  Fremont  county  and  one  of  its 
extensive  land-owners.  He  came  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  state  in  1863,  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death  was  actively  identified  with 
the  public  progress.  A  native  of  Kentucky, 
his  birth  occurred  October  2-^,  1807,  and  he 
Ijelonged  to  one  of  the  old,  distinguished 
families  of  that  state.  His  parents,  Moses 
Payne  and  Mary  ^Miller,  were  married  July 
30,  1800,  and  unto  them  were  born  five  chil- 
(!ren,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  for- 
mer being  Jacob  U.,  who  was  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Xew  Orleans,  where  his 
death  occurred  ;  Moses  U.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Andrew,  who  was  a  leading 
planter  and  carried  on  business  at  Pass  Chris- 
tian, Mississippi,   where  his  last  days  were 


spent.  The  daug'hters  were  Alaria  H.,  Avho 
became  the  wife  of  Judge  Wood,  of  Dayton, 
Missouri,  and  died  in  1847.  ^^'^  Mrs.  Hen- 
rietta Brad  well,  who  died  in  1846.  The  fa- 
ther of  these  children  died  June  24,  181 5, 
1:iut  his  widow,  surviving  him  many  years, 
passed  away  October  i,  1844,  at  an  advanced 
age. 

Moses  U.  Payne  was  reared  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  received  a  good  education.  He 
embarked  in  merchandising  in  that  state  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Columbia,  Missouri, 
where  his  brother  Jacob  was  living.  There 
he  remained  until  1863,  when  he  came  to 
Fremont  county,  where  he  purchased  land, 
becoming  one  of  the  most  extensive  property 
holders  in  southwestern  Iowa,  his  landed 
possessions  comprising  twenty  thousand 
acres  on  the  rich  Missouri  river  bottoms. 
The  land  was  very  productive  and  he  en- 
gaged in  raising-  corn  and  other  grains. 

Mr.  Payne  was  first  married  in  Ken- 
tucky, June  25,  1829,  to  ]\Iiss  Mary  D. 
White,  who  was  born  in  that  state.  She 
(lied  in  Boone  county,  INIissouri,  January 
21,  1858,  leaving  one  son.  Jacob,  who  is 
well  known  both  in  Hamburg,  Iowa,  and  in 
Nebraska  City,  Nebraska.  ]Mr.  Payne's  sec- 
ond marriage  was  celebrated  in  Howard 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  married  Sallie 
H.  Patton,  a  ladv  of  intellio-ence,  culture 
and  refinement,  belonging  to  one  of  the  good 
families  of  that  state.  Their  marriage  was 
celebrated  September  12,  1867.  She  proved 
to  her  husband  a  most  faithful  companion 
and  helpmeet  on  life's  journey.  She  was 
born  in  Howard  county,  Missouri,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  that  state  and  in  Ten- 
nessee. Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Gibens)  Patton,  the  former  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky,  but 
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their  niarria^-e  was  celebrated  in  Missouri. 
Both  arc  in'w  deceased,  llic  father  haNinji: 
passed  a\va\'  at  Holly  Sprinj^s.  Mississippi,  | 
while  the  lU'iilicr's  death  occurred  in  1  inward 
ciiuiity,  Missouri,  in  their  faniilv  were  ten 
children,  nanielx- :  James  R.,  Mary  ).,  Mar- 
garet A.,  Joseph  W  .,  Knhert  j.,  Mrs.  I'ayne, 
Martha  K..  I '.  W..  h:iizabeth  1'.  and  Charity 
1\.  By  the  marriage  of  Moses  L'.  I'ayne  and 
Sallie  Tatton  two  children  were  horn  :  Sarah 
M.,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Cresap.  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
now  li\ing  in  Moberl}-,  Missouri:  ami  Moses 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  Washington  town- 
ship. Fremont  county,  in  1S73.  and  is  now 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  this  locality. 
He  was  educated  in  l'a\ette.  Missouri,  and 
in  1892  he  married  Miss  Ethel  Cunningham. 
They  now  have  one  son,  Moses  Miller.  Jr. 
Their  residence,  situated  on  the  farmstead, 
is  one  of  the  fniest  homes  in  the  county,  and 
the  _\'oung  husband  is  successfull}'  cultixat- 
ing  the  land,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  gi\es  indication  of  his  care- 
ful supervision. 

In  his  ])olitical  views  Moses  U.  Payne, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  in- 
dependent, and  in  religious  belief  was  a 
jNIethodist,  contributing  liberally  to  the  sup- 
port of  his  own  and  other  churches  and  did 
all  in  his  i)ower  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  He  erected  a  church  building 
upon  his  farm  and  gave  thirty  acres  of  land 
to  the  congregation.  His  was  a  useful,  up- 
right and  honorable  life.  He  was  liberal  to 
the  poor  and  needy,  faithful  in  friendship 
and  loyal  to  all  family  ties,  and  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  had  attained  the 
ad\anced  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  he  left 
to  his  family  not  only  a  handsome  com- 
petence   but   an   untarnished     name.      Mrs. 


Payne  has  in  Fremont  comity  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  and  in  addition  to  her 
residence  and  other  good  buildings  upon  the 
property  she  is  also  the  proprietor  of  a  store 
at  l'a\ne  Junction.  She  is  a  lady  of  ex- 
cellent business  and  executive  ability,  fully 
cajiable  of  ctJiUrolling  her  property  inter- 
ests, and  at  the  same  time  she  possesses  all 
those  womanly  qualities  which  win  admira- 
ti<m  and  regard,  and  by  many  friends  she  is 
greatly  beloved. 


ROBERT  M.  ADKIXS. 

]\Iany  lines  of  business  are  successfully 
carried  on  in  the  flourishing  town  of  Hen- 
derson, Iowa,  and  oiu'  subject  represents 
two, — dealing  in  live  stock  and  engaging  in 
auctioneering.  Mr.  Adkins  was  born  in 
Monroe  county.  Indiana.  October  7.  1S54, 
a  son  of  Wyatt  Adkins,  who  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  born  there  September  Ji,  1807. 
The  grandfather  of  our  sul)ject.  Jesse  Ad- 
kins, was  a  planter  and  slaveholder  of  Pu- 
laski county,  that  state,  where  he  died  in 
1856. 

W'yatt  Adkins  removed  to  Clark  county, 
Iowa,  with  his  wife  and  nine  children,  all 
of  them  still  living,  with  families,  except  one 
dausfhter.  named  Melita.  who  l)ecame  the 
wife  of  Elijah  Emory.  Her  death  occurred 
in  Clark  county  and  one  son  was  left  mother- 
less. Mr.  .\dkins  was  twice  married  and 
reared  a  large  family.  I  le  was  a  farmer, 
owning  two  hundred  acres,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1884.  "^^as  in  easy  circum- 
stances. The  second  wife  of  W'yatt  .\dkins, 
our  subject's  mother,  was  named  Mary 
Paekerof,  and  she  was  a  native  of  \'irginia; 
and  our  subject  had  one  brother.  David, 
now  a  resident  of  Creston,  Iowa.     Mrs.  Ad- 
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kins  had  been  previously  married  to  Reuben 
Wett  and  had  two  children,  both  of  whom 
are  now"  deceased.  Her  son  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  who  died  and  was  buried  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Adkins  lived 
until  1896,  dying  at  the  age  of  about  eighty- 
six.  She  was  a  noble  woman,  kind  to  her 
neighbors,  charitable  and  of  a  cheerful  dis- 
position. 

Robert  M.  Adkins  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  early  learned  its  pleasures  and  dull 
duties,  but  had  the  advantages  of  a  good 
common-school  education  in  Clark  countv. 
He  remained  at  home  until  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-seven, when  he  was  married  to  Mary  Jane 
Kinzom,  of  Warren  county,  Iowa,  a  daugh- 
ter of  J.  E.  Kinzom,  of  Clay  Center,  Ne- 
braska. She  died  in  1895.  oi"!  January  31st, 
aged  forty  years,  leaving  five  children : 
Mamie  L..  wife  of  Rev.  E.  F.  Lake,  a  min- 
ister of  the  Christian  church  at  Prescott, 
Iowa,  and  she  has  two  children :  Hallie  Dell, 
the  wife  of  A\'illiam  Cain,  a  farmer  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  and  she  has  one  child ;  Opal 
E.,  a  graduate  of  the  Henderson  high  school ; 
Stella  M.,  a  remarkably  beautiful  child  of 
eleven  years:  and  Glenn  Guy,  a  fine  lad  of 
eight  years.  Mr.  Adkins  was  married  the 
second  time,  January  13.  1897,  the  lady  be- 
ing Miss  Cora  E.  ]\Iaynes,  of  Henderson, 
Iowa,  a  daughter  of  AA'illiam  Maynes,  a 
resident  of  this  place. 

In.  1883  Mr.  Adkins  left  tlie  home  farm 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Hopeville,  under  the  firm  name  of  Adkins 
&  Morton;  but  a  year  and  a  half  later  Air. 
]\Iorton  retired  and  ]\Ir.  Adkins  removed  to 
Henderson,  where  he  continued  in  trade  for 
a  period  of  four  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
has  since  given  his  whole  attention  to  live- 
stock and  to  auctioneering.     The  latter  busi- 


ness he  began  as  early  as  his  twenty-first 
year  and  has  successfully  pursued  it  at  in- 
tervals ever  since,  until  now  his  reputation 
in  that  line  extends  over  a  hundred  miles, 
even  into  other  states.  He  sells  stock  in 
Kansas  City  and  Omaha,  being  the  only  man 
in  the  place  engaged  in  that  line,  selling  on 
commission  and  making  a  success  of  it. 

In  1894  Mr.  Adkins  built  his  residence  in 
Henderson  and  has  lately  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Harrison 
township,  upon  which  he  will  place  a  tenant. 
He  is  a  very  popular  man  in  his  home  town, 
his  genial  manner  and  accommodating  spirit 
making  friends  of  all.  He  and  his  inter- 
esting famih'  are  welcome  in  all  social  cir- 
cles and  Mr.  Adkins  has  acquired  some 
celel^iity  as  a  fine  checker-player. 


GEORGE  H.  ESTES. 

George  H.  Estes  is  one  of  the  leading 
stock  men  of  Mills  county,  possessing  the 
qualifications  essential  to  success.  In  his 
youth  the  elements  of  success  lay  dormant 
in  his  nature  awaiting  the  awakening  touch 
of  effort,  and  as  he  passed  into  manhood  he 
put  forth  his  energies,  prompted  by  a  de- 
termined and  enterprising  spirit,  and  to-day 
he  stands  among  the  prosperous  residents 
of  the  community  in  which  he  is  located. 
His  standing  in  the  county  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  he  is  now  a  leading  member 
of  the  board  of  supervisors.  He  represents 
one  of  the  old  families  of  this  community, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Lyons  town- 
ship. Mills  county,  March  14,  1863.  his 
parents  being  William  M.  and  Hester  A. 
(Linville)  Estes. 

Lipon  the  old  home  farm  George  H. 
Estes  was  reared,   early  becoming  familiar 
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with  all  the  duties  and  lahors  that  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist.  1  Ic  jjursued  his 
studies  in  tlie  puhlic  schools  near  his  home 
and  when  ahout  twenty  years  of  age  went 
to  Colorado,  spending  the  succeeding  ten 
years  in  that  state,  Kansas  and  in  New 
Mexico.  While  in  the  west  he  was  en- 
gaged in  tlie  stock  husiness.  On  the  expi- 
ration of  that  decade  he  returned  to  Mills 
county,  where  lie  has  continued  to  reside 
and  through  the  last  ten  years  he  has  been 
extensix'ely  engaged  in  the  raising,  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  stock.  He  buys  and  sells 
many  head  of  cattle  each  year  and  annually 
feeds  about  three  hundred  head.  He  also 
does  an  extensive  trade  in  Iiorses  and  mules 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  judges 
of  stock  in  the  county.  He  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
riatteville  townshi]\  Mills  county,  and  also 
has  a  similar  amount  in  Logan  county.  Ne- 
braska. His  broad  fields  therefore  afford 
good  crops  for  the  stock  and  in  the  meadows 
horses  and  cattle  have  fine  pasturage. 

On  the  1(^)111  of  October,  1892,  Mr. 
Estes  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ele- 
anora  Mayherry,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  in  her  maidenhood  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  ^NHlls  county.  She  died  January  9, 
189T,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years  and 
four  months,  leaving  two  children,  Wini- 
fred and  Claudie.  She  was  a  devoted  \vife 
and  mother  and  her  loss  was  deeply  mourned 
by  the  family  and  many  friends.  Mr.  Estes 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fra- 
ternity and  is  one  of  the  leading  and  valued 
citizens  of  his  locality.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Democracy  and  he  takes 
an  active  part  in  promoting  its  growth  and 
success  in  Mills  county.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  a  memlier  of  the  board  of  countv  su- 


pervisors by  a  majority  of  thirty-three, 
being  the  only  Democrat  upon  the  county 
ticket  chosen  at  the  November  election  of 
that  year.  This  fact  certainly  indicates  his 
wide  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him,  and  stands  f(jr  evident  force  of 
character  and  sterling  worth.  He  is  now 
an  acti\e  member  of  the  board  rmd  does  all 
in  his  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
county.  Almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed  in  this  comnumity  and  his  creditable 
record  is  manifest  in  the  fact  that  many 
who  ha\c  known  him  from  his  boyhood  are 
numbered   among  his  stanchest   friends. 


E.   R.   C.   WOODROW. 

The  name  of  this  gentleman  i>  insepa- 
rably interwoxen  with  the  history  of  Mills 
county,  for  through  many  years  he  was  a 
prominent  factor  in  its  progress  and  devel- 
opment and  uj)  to  his  death  was  numbered 
among  its  honcn'ed  and  \alue<l  citizens.  He 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  ("luernsey  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  year  1830.  the  place  of  his  l)irth 
being  near  the  town  of  P>vesville.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  ten  children  who  grew 
to  adult  ao-e  amono-  the  stern  realities  of  life 
upon  a  farm  in  a  comparatively  recently  de- 
veloped regi(^n.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
vears  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Fisk,  of  Marshall  county.  West 
\^irginia.  and  spurred  <in  by  the  wonderful 
hardihood  and  Christian  character  which 
seemed  t(^  mark  the  men  and  women  who 
brought  to  this  country  the  first  evidences 
(^f  civilizatic^n,  this  }oung  and  inexperi- 
enced, but  the  hopeful  couple  set  out  from  the 
homes  of  their  youth,  leaving  behind  them 
the  friends  and  associations  of  childhood,  and 
came  to  Iowa. 
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The  journey  was  made  by  boat  and  on 
the  loth  of  ^lay,  1853.  Mr.  Woodrow  and 
his  wife  reached  Glenwood,  then  a  small 
hamlet  known  as  Coonsville.  Many  hard- 
ships came  to  them  in  the  years  of  the  early 
settlement,  and  difficult  to  meet  were  the 
trials  \vhich  they  were  forced  to  encounter. 
It  is  a  very  arduous  task  to  establish  a  new- 
home  on  a  western  frontier,  deprived  of  the 
comforts  and  privileges  of  the  east,  but 
with  brave  hearts  and  resolute  spirit  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woodrow  undertook  the  task 
which  thev  finally  successfully  accomplished. 
Four  children  came  t(j  their  home  and  thus 
added  to  their  labors,  l3ut  at  the  same  time 
their  lives  were  brightened  by  the  prattle 
and  happiness  of  the  innocent  little  ones. 
Only  one  of  the  number,  howexer,  is  living, 
namely,  Dr.  E.  G.  Woodrow,  a  successful 
practicing  dentist  at  Glenwood.  In  1877 
the  wife  and  mother  died,  and  in  1880  Mr. 
Woodrow  w-as  married  to  the  lady  who  is 
n<»\\'  his  widow. 

Mr.  Woodrow  x\as  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  during  the  first  eight  years  of  his  life 
in  Mills  countv  he  diligently  followed  that 
calling  in  Glenwood.  In  1861  he  estab- 
lished a  shoe  store  which  he  successfully 
carried  on  for  .seventeen  years.  Subse- 
quently he  embarked  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, in  that  enterprise  being  associated  with 
J.  E.  Xickham  up  to  a  sln)rt  time  prior  to 
his  death,  when  Mr.  Woodrow  practically 
retired  from  active  life.  His  career  was  one 
of  marked  diligence  and  enterprise,  and  that 
he  won  success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
Avell  directed  eft'orts,  guided  by  sound  judg- 
ment and  unquestioned  honesty. 

In  i860  he  became  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  was  untiring  in  his  work  and 
contributed    liberally    to    its    support.     He 


acted  as  trustee  and  deacon  and  did  all  in 
in  his  power  to  promote  its  cause  among 
men.  He  was  also  a  trustee  and  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Iowa  Institution  for  Feeble 
Minded  Children,  acting  in  that  capacity  un- 
til 1888,  or  for  a  period  of  eleven  years. 
His  Christian  character  was  at  once  unique 
and  interesting.  Common  sense  and  prac- 
tical judgment  predominated  and  was  com- 
bined with  wisdom  and  a  genial  and  kindly 
manner  which  attracted  people  to  him  and 
won  their  regard  and  confidence.  He  was  a 
safe  and  reliable  advisor  in  common  things 
and  many  persons  will  remember  his  friend- 
ly council.  He  listened  with  patience  and 
careful  consideration  to  the  tales  of  woe  and 
sorrow  which  were  brought  to  him,  and  to 
the  best  of  his  ability  he  pointed  the  surest 
way  of  relief  to  them.  Possessing  a  deeply 
religious  temperament  and  strengthened  by 
an  unfaltering  belief  in  an  over-ruling  Prov- 
idence, he  made  religion  at  once  a  plain, 
practical  thing  which  became  a  jjart  of  his 
daily  life  and  not  merely  a  Sabbath  observ- 
ance. To  have  known  him  well,  to  have 
been  familiar  wdth  his  mental  tenderness, 
his  moral  traits,  his  clearness  of  perception, 
his  accuracy  of  conclusion,  his  homely 
speech,  his  quaint  metaphors,  his  patient  at- 
tention, and  his  ready  and  responsive  sym- 
pathy, was  to  be  impressed  with  his  resem- 
blance to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

He  had  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
pioneer  life  as  he  had  seen  it  in  the  west 
through  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years.  Those 
who  have  sat  for  hours  and  heard  him  de- 
scribe and  comment  upon  the  life,  the  cus- 
toms and  habits  of  that  period,  cannot  for- 
get the  knowledge  they  thus  obtained  of 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  eventful 
epochs  of  our  history.     If  the  reminiscences 
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recounted  1)\-  Iiini  in  these  talks  and  his  ol)- 
servations  of  minor  e\ents  and  ihc  htc  of 
the  time  could  be  preser\cd  they  would  com- 
prise a  \-olume  of  rare  value  to  the  residents 
of  the  comnuuiity.  As  a  man,  a  citi/en.  a 
friend,  a  philosopher,  a  ^uidc  and  hcl[)er 
among  his  fellows,  his  memory  will  ever  he 
honored  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  left  the  impress  of  his  life  and  character 
upon  the  communilw  il>  hisu-ry  and  its 
progress.  These  are  a  puhkc  heritage  gra- 
ciously cheriblied.  His  inllnence  was  as  a 
blessed  benediction  to  all  who  knew  him  and 
no  history  of  the  connnunity  woiikl  be  com- 
plete without  a  record  ot  his  career. 


EDW'IX  C.  WOODROW. 

Edwin  G.  Woodrow  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistr}'  in  (den wood,  and  his 
ability  has  won  him  [)restige  as  a  represen- 
tative of  the  profession.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  native  sons  of  the  city,  his  birth 
having  here  occurred  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  his  parents  being  Ebenezer 
R.  C.  and  Mary  A.  (  Fisk)  Woodrow.  His 
father  was  widely  and  faxorahl}'  known  in 
]\Iills  county,  wdiere  he  lirst  settled  in  1846. 
He  was  prominently  identitied  with  the  real- 
estate,  loan  and  abstract  business  and  his 
name  figured  conspicuously  in  connection 
with  transactions  alono-  those  lines. 

.\t  the  age  of  seventeen  Dr.  Woodrow  en- 
tered the  otftce  of  V.  ]\i.  Sliir\er,  a  dentist 
of  Glenwood,  who  directed  his  studies  for 
three  years,  and  at  the  same  time  he  became 
familiar  with  the  practical  work  of  dentis- 
try, as  well  as  with  the  principles  ol  the 
science.  He  had  ac(|tiire(l  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  at  the  aere  of  twentv  vears  he  became  a 


student  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  at 
J<nva  City,  where  he  pursued  the  study  of 
dentistry  with  unremitting  diligence  for  two 
year>.  and  on  the  Jist  of  March.  1886,  lie 
was  graduated  in  that  instituticMi  with 
honor,  lie  then  kjcated  in  Shenandoah, 
Iowa,  where  he  succeeded  \)v.  Xance.  In 
this  jM'ofession  he  has  doubtless  found  the 
occupation  for  which  he  was  intended  by 
nature.  He  follows  the  latest  and  best  ini- 
l)ro\ed  methods  of  dentistry  and  is  partic- 
ularly well  (|ualified  especially  in  the  line  of 
crown  and  bridge  work,  lie  has  an  office 
supplied  with  the  latest  e(|uipments  and  in- 
struments, and  he  is  an  earnest  and  enthusi- 
astic follower  of  the  i)rofession,  in  which 
his  marked  ability  and  unremitting  toil 
have  gained  him  high  rank. 

The  Doctor  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  church  and  is  active  in  religious 
work  and  in  social  circles.  He  possesses 
considerable  musical  talent  and  has  had  an 
influence  in  promoting  the  musical  culture 
of  the  citw  lie  is  courteous  and  affable  in 
manner,  obliging  and  kindly  in  disi)Ositioii 
and  has  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  In  1890  he  sold  his  busi- 
ness in  Shenandoah  to  Dr.  Richardson  and 
returned  to  his  nati\e  city,  where  he  has 
already  secm-ed  a  liberal  patronage,  which 
is  constantly  increasing,  lie  is  a  member 
of  the  Iowa  State  Dental  Society  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraterni- 
ty, while  in  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican. 


ALSITX   Ci.   FISHER. 

Since  an  carlv  period  in  the  pioneer  de- 
velopment of  I-'remoni  county.  Austin  G. 
Fisher  has  been  a  resident  of  this  portion 
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of  the  state,  where  he  is  kno\\'n  as  a  repre- 
sentative farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  sturdy  New  England  an- 
cestry, and  was  born  Xovember  i,  1817.  in 
Washington  county,  Oliio.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Daniel  Fisher,  was  colonel  of  a  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts  regiment  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  about  1800  he  removed  to  Ohio, 
becoming  a  resident  of  that  section  of  the 
country  before  the  Buckeye  state  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Union.  He  located  in  AA'ash- 
ington  county,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and 
continued  the  development  of  his  farm 
throughout  his  remaining  days.  He  li\-ed 
a  quiet  and  unassuming  but  honest  and  up- 
right life,  commanding  the  resnect  of  those 

O  ?  O  J- 

with  whom  he  was  associated.  In  his  family 
were  the  following  children,  namely  :  An- 
drew ;  Seth ;  Austin;  Deborah,  who  became 
Mrs.  Oilman;  Airs.  Draper;  Airs.  Fuller  and 
Mrs.  Frances  Dana. 

Andrew  Fisher,  the  father  of  cur  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Dedham,  Alassachusetts, 
and  spent  his  time  there  till  early  manhood, 
when  he  moved  to  Ohio.  He  was  married 
first  in  Washington  county,  that  state,  in  the 
year  1806,  to  Miss  Mary  Gray,  a  daughter 
of  Captain  Gray,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
siege  and  storming  of  Stony  Point  and 
served  throughout  the  war  \vliich  l)rouglit 
independence  to  the  nation.  Subsequently 
he  removed  to  Washington  county,  Ohio,  lo- 
cating at  Waterford  Landing,  on  the  Mus- 
kingum river,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  his  time  and  energies  being  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  his  family  were 
six  children,  namely :  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hay- 
ward,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Hayward.  Mrs.  Clara 
Hart,  Mrs.  Mary  Fisher,  \\'illiam  and  Han- 
ford.  Andrew  Fisher  and  his  wife  Mary  re- 
sided in  Washington  county,  Ohio,  until  her 


death,  which  occurred  about  1822.  She  left 
the  following  named  children :  Maria,  who 
became  the  wife  of  J.  Loring;  Amanda,  wife 
of  ^^^illiam  M.  Dodge;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Root; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Ames;  Theodore 
A. ;  and  Austin  G.  After  the  mother  of 
this  family  had  passed  away  Mr.  Fisher,  the 
father,  wedded  Mrs.  Barris,  a  widow,  and 
they  had  one  daughter,  Airs.  Sibyl  Patton. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Fisher 
remo\-ed  to  Athens  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  days.  He  was  a  hatter 
in'  trade,  but  in  his  early  life  he  took  keel- 
boats  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
trading  produce  to  the  coast  people.  In  his 
religious  faith  he  was  a  Universalist. 

As  the  father  left  but  a  small  estate  Aus- 
tin G.  Fisher  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  were  earh^  forced  to  start  out  in  life 
on  their  own  account.  After  his  mother's 
death  our  subject  resided  with  relatives  and 
friends  and  when  old  enough  engaged  in 
farm  work.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man, 
for  e\'erything  that  he  possesses  has  been 
acquired  through  his  well-directed  efforts. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools,  but  his  mental  training  was  some- 
what limited,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  his 
providing  for  his  own  support.  He  remained 
in  Ohio  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
v.dien  he  made  his  way  to  Illinois.  Subse- 
quently he  traveled  to  some  extent  and  fol- 
lowed boating.  When  he  arrived  in  the 
Prairie  state  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Monroe 
county  and  engaged  in  the  cooper's  trade. 
It  was  customary  for  people  of  that  time 
to  cut  the  trees  that  grew  on  government 
land,  and  this  he  did.  He  also  engaged  in 
coopering  to  some  extent  and  followed  any 
pursuit  tliat  would  yield  him  an  honest  liv- 
ing.    He  had  nothing  to  lose  and  a  fortune 


BIOGRAPHICAL  HISTORY. 


6i 


to  make.  Fnun  Monrne  county  he  removed 
to  Morgan  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
clerking  in  a  store  for  one  year,  after  which 
he  took  up  his  ahode  in  Peoria,  llHnois,  where 
he  was  also  employed  as  a  salesman  for 
aliout  a  year.  In  t  841 -42  a  financial  panic 
was  felt  throughout  the  country  and  his  em-  I 
plovers  lost  everything  they  h.'ul.  so  that  I 
Air.  Fisher  was  left  without  work.  He  ' 
then  made  his  way  to  his  old  home  in  Wash-  \ 
ino-ton  count^■.  Ohio,  and  sijcnt  the  winter 
there,  after  which  lie  engaged  to  go  down  the  ' 
river  on  a  flathoat  tn  \ew  Orleans,  l-'rom 
that  city  he  worked  his  passage  hack  on  a 
steamboat,  and  during  three  of  four  months 
he  certainly  experienced  very  hard  service. 
Steamboat  work  at  that  time  was  anything 
l)ut  desirable  for  white  men,  who  were  em- 
ployed side  liy  side  with  the  negroes  and 
were  treated  no  better.  As  Mr.  Fisher  ex- 
presses it  ''he  saw  the  elephant  from  head 
to  heels."  Such  surroundings  were  ex- 
tremely humiliating  to  Air.  Fisher  and  he 
thereff^re  determined  to  enter  some  other 
walk  of  life.  Arriving  at  St.  Louis  dirty 
and  ragged,  he  would  not  allow  any  of  his 
acqnaintances  to  see  him  ])cforc  he  had  had 
opportunity  to  change  his  clothing  and  dress 
more  in  accordance  with  the  surroundings 
which  he  felt  were  liis  rightful  environ- 
ments. 

Returning  to  Aforgan  countv,  Illinois, 
Air.  Fisher  entered  the  service  of  a  huckster 
to  drive  teams  and  gather  produce.  There 
he  remained  for  a])out  a  year,  when  he  se- 
cured a  position  in  the  service  of  a  doctor  in 
Alason  county,  who  employed  him  to  carry 
on  his  farm.  Tn  1S4'")  Air.  Fisher  married 
and  continued  to  conduct  the  farm  mitil  he 
hiad  saved  enough  money  t(^  purchase  a  tract 
of  land  of  his  own.      In   iS;o  his  wife  died. 


He   afterward    engaged    \n   leaching   school 
two  winters  and  was  then  again  married  and 
resumed  work  upon  his  farm,  which  he  had 
.secured  by  locating  Mexican  land  warrants. 
He  improved  his  land,  making  it  a  valuable 
tract,      lie  saw  a  great  develoi)ment  in  the 
count}',  for  when  he  located  here  there  were 
only  four  hundred  voters  within  its  borders. 
In    1S5J  he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate 
to  rejjresent  Mason  and  Logan  counties  in 
the  legislature,  but  was  defeated  by  forty- 
four  votes.      In  politics  he  was  then  a  W  big 
and  afterward  he  became  a  strong  Repub- 
lican.    While   in    Mason   county  he   served 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  since  coming 
to  Fremont  county  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
townshi])  trustee.     He  remained,   however, 
in.  Illinois  until  after  all  but  one  of  his  chil- 
dren were  l)orn.      In  1^74  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  came  to  Iowa,  taking  up  his  abode 
upon   the   farm    where    he    yet   lives.     He 
Ixnigh  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 
The  farm  was  fenced  and  land  broken,  and 
soon  well  developed  fields  brought  to  him  a 
p'ood  return  for  his  labors.     He  also  erected 
a   commodious   two-story   frame   residence, 
in  which  he  yet  resides,  and  with  character- 
istic energy  continued  the  work  of  the  farm, 
which  has  brought  to  him  an  excellent  finan- 
cial  retin-n.     To  his  landed   possessions  he 
has    added    until    the   homestead    comprises 
four   hundred   and   thirty  acres.        He  also 
jiurchased  and  improved  another  farm,  which 
he  gave  to  his  daughter. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  lieen  twice  married.  He 
first  wedded  Aliss  Elizabeth  Kemp,  who  was 
born  in  Mason  ccnnity,  Illinois,  a  daughter 
of  Abel  Kemp,  a  native  of  New  York  and 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Mason  county, 
where  he  located  in  \^M>.  Tn  the  east  he 
had  folliiwed  shoemaking,  but  after  emigrat- 
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ing  westward  he  became  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  and  eng:ged  in  the  tilling  of 
the  soil  through  a  long  period.  Subsequently 
he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  retired 
from  active  life,  making"  his  home  among 
his  children  until  he  was  called  to  his  final 
rest.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children, 
namely :  Mrs.  Fisher,  James,  Daniel,  Mrs. 
Mary  Simpson.  Sarah,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  and  N.  J.  Unto  ]\'Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Fisher  were  born  three  children : 
Amanda,  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Cluett,  of  Troy, 
New  York;  Maria,  the  wife  of  C.  \\\  Xewell, 
of  Nebraska ;  and  Frank,  who  is  also  living 
in  that  state.  The  mother  of  this  family 
passed  away  and  Mr.  Fisher  afterward  mar- 
ried Miss  Euphame  Brown,  a  native  of  New 
York  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Brown,  of 
the  Empire  state,  who  came  to  Illinois  about 
1848  and  followed  farming  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Mason  county.  He  had 
^ix  children:  DeWitt  iC,  a  resident  of 
Mason  county,  Illinois ;  Mrs.  Harriet  Eldred, 
who  died  in  Wisconsin;  Robert;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  A.  S.  Blakeley;  Mrs.  Emily  P.  Mul- 
ford,  now  deceased;  and  Euphame,  deceased. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  was 
blessed  with  eight  children :  Alice,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Cope,  now  living  in  Arizona ;  Al- 
bert, of  Iowa ;  Clara,  the  wife  of  E.  C.  New- 
ell, of  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Fanny  Gilbert,  of 
Fremont  county;  Jessie,  at  home;  A.  G., 
who  is  managing  the  old  homestead  farm; 
Bertha,  at  home;  and  Lydia  E.,  who  is  now 
employed  as  a  stenographer  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
December  22,  1895,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

In  the  evening  of  life  Mr.  Fisher  is  com- 
fortably situated  in  a  very  pleasant  home 
amidst  his  children  and  friends,  who  enter- 


tain for  him  the  highest  respect  and  esteem. 
His  has  been  an  honorable  and  useful  career, 
and  as  one  of  the  most  venerable  citizens  of 
sterling  worth  he  well  deserves  mention  in 
this  volume. 


WILLIAM  EATON. 

William  Eaton  has  through  his  own 
well  directed  efforts  won  a  position  among 
the  leading  lawyers  of  southwestern  Iowa. 
He  owes  his  advancement  to  no  outside  aid 
or  influence,  having  depended  entirely  upon 
earnest  and  indefatigable  labor  for  the  suc- 
cess which  he  desired.  He  resides  in  Sid- 
ney, where  he  has  a  large  and  representa- 
tive clientage,  having  for  a  number  of  years 
been  connected  with  important  litigation 
tried  in  the  courts  of  his  district. 

William  Eaton  was  born  October  9, 
1849,  i^s^i'  Denmark,  in  W^ashington  town- 
ship, Lee  county,  Iowa.  His  father,  Eben- 
ezer  Ansil  Eaton,  was  born  at  Phillipston, 
Massachusetts,  November  8,  18 10,  and  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  18.^8  he  emi- 
grated westward,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the 
early  settlers  of  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and 
there  remaining  until  the  spring  of  1853, 
when  with  ox-teams  he  crossed  the  plains 
to  California.  He  was  not  long  permitted 
to  enjoy  his  new  home  upon  the  Pacific 
coast,  however,  for  his  death  occurred  in  the 
Golden  state  in  September,  1S54.  In  1833 
he  had  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Sel fridge 
Rice,  who  was  born  July  11,  181 7,  at 
Templeton,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  June  7,  1891. 

William  Eaton  was  reared  amid  the 
scenes  of  rural  life  and  his  experiences  were 
those  which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  farmer 
boys.     He  assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
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home  farm  until  lie  starteil  (Hit  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  ili^  parents 
were  in  limited  linancial  circumstances  and 
he  had  only  such  opportunities  as  he  could 
])ro\ide  for  himself.  He  early  manifested 
a  love  for  study  and  a\ailed  himself  of 
every  op[)ortunity  for  the  impro\ement  of 
his  mind,  lie  read  extensively,  and  after 
mastering"  the  hranches  taught  in  the  com- 
mon' schools  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
with  the  money  thus  earned  ])ursued  the 
scientific  course  of  study  taught  in  the  Den- 
mark Academy,  in  Denmark,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  iSjj.  School  teach- 
ing also  provided  him  with  the  necessary 
funds  for  pursuing  his  law  studies.  He 
entered  the  law  departmjent  of  the  Iowa 
State  University,  at  Iowa  City,  and  there 
remained  until  the  time  of  his  graduation 
in  1874.  The  determination  which  he  man- 
ifested in  securing-  his  education  indicated 
the  elemental  strength  of  his  character  and 
gave  promise  of  future  success.  After  his 
admission  to  the  har  he  located  in  Sidney, 
Iowa,  where  he  began  practice  on  the  2d  of 
October,  1874.  In  his  profession  he  has 
been  successful.  Thorough  study  has  given 
■  him  comprehensive  imderstanding  of  the 
principles  of  jurisprudence,  and  these  he  ap- 
l^lies  with  accuracy  to  the  points  at  issue. 
Financial  success  has  also  been  xouchsafed 
him  in  return  for  his  labor  and  le^'al  abil- 
ity,  and  since  1882  he  has  invested  largely 
in   land   and    farming  interests. 

On  the  4th  of  August,  1874,  in  Morri- 
sonville,  Illinois,  Mr.  Eaton  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Annie  Elizabeth  (irundy.  who 
was  born  in  Newark,  England,  in  1840,  and 
in  1853  went  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois, 
with  her  ])arents,  Henry  and  l\uth  (Glad- 
son)    Grundy.     Two   children     have     been 


born   unto    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Eaton:      Elmer 
Juigene,  born  Sei)iember  14,  1876;  and  Lil- 
lian, born  Deccmer  Ji,  1879.      in  his  church 
relaticjus  Mr.  I'Laton  is  a  Methodist,  holding 
membership  with  the  church  of  that  denom- 
ination in  Sidney.      In    his    political  atiilia- 
tions  he  is  a  Republican  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  active  workers  of  the  party  in 
this  portion  of  the  state.      In    1892  he  was 
alternate  delegate  at  large  to  the  Republi- 
can   national    con\ention    and    was    district 
alternate   delegate    to    the     Republican    na- 
tional convention  held  in  St.  Louis,  in  1896, 
and  district  delegate  to  the  Republican  na- 
tionrd   convention   in   Philadelphia   in    1900. 
In    1880   he   was    apjjointed    by    (lovernor 
Gear   as   district   attorney   for   the  fifteenth 
judicial  district,  to  fill    a  vacancy,    and  was 
county   attorney    of    l^Vemont     from     1887 
until    1890.      Jn   the   fall    of   1893    fie    was 
elected  to  the  state  senate  from  the  seventh 
Iowa  district.  com])rising  Page  and  Fremont 
counties,  and  was  re-elected  in  1897,  receiv- 
ing both  nominations  by  acclamatic:>n.    Mr. 
Eaton  is  a  man  entirely  free  from  ostenta- 
tion, straightforward  and  reliable,  and  com- 
mands res[)ect  and  confidence  wherever  he 
is  known. 


JAMES    X.    SUMMERS. 

When  Mills  cuiuily  was  located  upon 
the  western  frontier,  when  the  greater  part 
of  its  land  was  in  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment and  pioneer  homes  were  few  and  far 
l)etween,  James  Xewton  Summers,  now  de- 
ceased, came  to  the  ci^imty  and  throughout 
the  remainder  of  his  life  devoted  his  time 
and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  to 
the  faithful  di.scharg'e  of  his  duties  of  cit- 
izenshij).  winiung  high  regard  by  reason  of 
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his  straightforward  deahiig  and  his  fidehty 
to  manly  principles.  He  was  a  native  of 
Illinois,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Taze- 
well county,  on  the  20th  of  August,  1829. 
He  was  a  representative  on  the  paternal  side 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  North  Carolina, 
and  his  father,  John  Summers,  was  a  native 
of  that  state,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois at  a  very  early  day.  He  married  Em- 
ily Woodrow,  who  was  a  descendant  of 
Richard  Withrow,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
founded  the  family  in  the  new  world.  In 
the  intervening  years  the  orthography  of  the 
name  has  undergone  a  change  to  its  present 
form.  The  parents  of  our  subject  spent 
their  last  days  in  Illinois,  the  mother  dying 
in  April,  1835,  while  the  father  passed  away 
many  years  later,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  sev- 
enty-two. They  had  five  children,  but  only 
two  are  now  living,  Harvey  and  William. 
One  son,  Milton,  died  during  the  Civil  war, 
while  serving  in  the  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry. 

Amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life 
James  Summers  was  reared  and  was  thus 
fitted  for  his  pioneer  experiences  in  Iowa. 
Schools  were  of  a  primitive  character  and 
his  education  was  therefore  rather  limited, 
but  his  training  at  farm  work  was  not 
meager.  In  the  year  1854  the  brothers  of 
the  family  decided  to  seek  homes  in  Iowa 
and  came  to  Mills  county,  which  was  just 
being  opened  to  civilization.  The  govern- 
ment offered  its  lands  at  a  merely  nominal 
price  to  those  who  would  convert  the  raw 
prairie  into  cultivated  fields,  and  the  Sum- 
mers brothers  therefore  secured  large  tracts. 
James  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  and  \\ith 
characteristic  energy  began  its  development. 
It  w^as  situated  in  White  Cloud  township 
and  had  hitherto  been  unimproved,  but  as 
time    passed,    acre    after    acre    was  placed 


under  the  plow  and  began  to  yield  good  re- 
turns. 

Mr.  Summers  was  united  in  marriage  in 
early  manhood  to  Miss  Charlotte  Raines,  a 
native  of  Missouri,  and  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  as  follows :  Lillian  E.,  now  Mrs. 
Palmer,  and  John  Henry.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Summers  was  again 
married  on  the  9th  of  June,  1873,  to  Miss 
Ella  J.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Tazewell, 
county,  Illinois.  She  had  seven  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living,  namely :  Ross  B. ;  Eunice 
E.,  now  Mrs.  Carl  E.  Axtell;  Laura  B. ; 
Strayer  S. ;  J.  N. ;  and  Arvilla  M.  Mrs. 
Summers  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Alfred  and 
Sarah  (Griswold)  Brown.  Her  father  was 
born  in  18 10,  and  was  a  grandson  of  Henry 
and  Lydia  (Humphrey)  Brown.  The  for- 
mer was  called  "Continental  Brown"  owing 
to  his  activity  in  connection  with  the  affairs 
of  the  Continental  army  which  he  joined  in 
1775.  In  April  of  that  year  he  enlisted  and 
served  for  six  days  following  the  alarm  at 
Lexington,  and  was  afterward  with  the  First 
Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  company  commanded  by  Captain 
Woolcott.  In  1 78 1  he  received  a  commis- 
sion as  sergeant.  From  the  First  Connec- 
ticut Regiment  he  was  transferred  to  the 
New  York  troops,  serving  under  General 
Lafayette.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  the  first  important  engagement 
of  the  war,  and  was  also  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown.  In  an 
ensfasrement  he  was  \\ounded  in  one  of  the 
limbs,  and  after  leaving  the  army  he  was 
always  known  as  "Continental  Brown."  In 
recognition  of  his  services  he  was  granted  a 
pension  by  the  government.  Henry  Brown 
was  the  father  of  Lyman  Brown,  wdio  mar- 
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ried  Sarah  Tr\<»n,  a  daui^hter  of  Lord 
Tryon,  of  England,  who  was  also  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Their  son,  Dr.  Alfred 
Brown,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Hooker  Griswold,  who  was  born  in 
1810.  At  an  early  day  they  became  resi- 
dents of  Illinois,  emigrating  westward  from 
Connecticut,  making  the  journey  in  an  ox 
cart.  The  Doctor .  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  for  fifty  or  sixty  years  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days  in  Taze- 
well county,  Illinois. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  continued  to 
reside  on  the  old  homestead  until  1891, 
when  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death. 
She  still  resides  upon  the  farm  and  is  one 
of  the  highly  esteemed  ladies  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Summers  was  a  man  of 
strong  purpose,  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  to  his  family  left  the  priceless  her- 
itage of  an  untarnished  name. 


DAVID  AITKEN. 

A  very  prominent  farmer  and  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war  who  lix'es  upon  a  cultivated 
farm  in  ]\Iills  county,  Io\va,  is  David  Ait- 
kcn,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  December  20, 
1828.  His  father,  John  Aitken,  came  to 
America  in  1852,  spending  six  weeks  on  the 
ocean  voyage,  and  landed  in  New  York,  go- 
ing from  there  to  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania, 
at  which  place  he  died  in  1877,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four.  He  had  married  Ellen  Pol- 
lock, who  passed  away  l)ut  a  short  time  be- 
fore at  the  age  of  eightv.  Thev  had  reared 
the  following"  children:  John,  wln)  was 
killed  near  Scranton,  PennsyKania.  when 
about  thirty  years  old:  Mrs.  ICllen  Law,  a 
widow    living    at    Pittston,    Pennsylvania; 


David,  our  subject;  \  alcniine,  who  died  in 
Oakland,  Calif(jrnia;  Janet,  who  married 
(ieorge  Stephens,  of  Su.s(|uehanna  county. 
]'enn.sylvania;  and  James,  who  resides  in 
W'ilksbarre,  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  received  only  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  were  offered  by  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  locality.  His  father  had 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  it  was  the  dutv  of  David  to  assist  in 
clearing  up  the  land  as  (|uickly  as  possible. 
1  Ic  was  made  useful  in  picking  up  brush  and 
preparing-  fire-wood  and  doing  the  chores 
of  a  farm  boy  until  he  was  able  to  take  his 
place  at  the  ])low.  Until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old  he  remained  at  home,  at  that  time 
engaging  with  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
railroad  to  draw  coal  to  the  canal,  for  this 
work  receiving  eighty  cents  a  day,  providing 
his  own  food.  For  three  years  he  worked 
for  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  as  the  mana- 
ger of  the  force  that  attended  to  the  unhook- 
ing of  cars  in  the  yards,  leaving  this  situa- 
tion, in  i'<>^2,  to  make  a  tri])  to  California, 
by  way  of  the  isthmus.  From  June  to  Au- 
gust he  was  on  the  w  ay,  but  at  length  reached 
the  land  of  gold  and  engaged  at  work  in 
the  Feather  ri\er  placer  mines.  All  his  life 
Mr.  Aitken  has  had  the  happy  faculty  of  be- 
ing able  to  adapt  himself  to  circumstances, 
and  when  he  found  he  was  not  earning 
enough  in  the  mines,  he  left  there  and  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  a  steward  in  a  hotel  at 
Johnson  ranch,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
receiving  in  wages  his  board  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  month.  At  that  date  he  returned 
to  Carbondale.  Pennsylvania,  again  taking 
the  isthmus  route.  In  his  active  life  Mr. 
.\itken  has  made  three  trips  to  California, 
'■without  getting  rich,"  as  he  expresses  ii. 

In  iSf)!  our  subject  enlisted,  in  Missouri, 
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in  the  state  service  for  six  months.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  enlisted  for  nine 
months,  in  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry; 
and  the  third  time,  in  the  Twelfth  Missouri 
Cavalry,  for  the  rest  of  the  war.  His  dis- 
charge was  received  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  in  the  fall  of  1865,  when  he  re- 
turned here.  He  receives  twelve  dollars 
l^er  month  in  pension  mone3^ 

Mr.  Aitken  is  a  stanch  Republican  and 
claims  the  right  to  express  and  advance  his 
views.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in 
all  public  affairs,  although  he  does  not  desire 
office.  He  owns  eighty  acres  of  fine  land, 
and  his  sons  own  one  hundred  and  twenty 
more,  but  Mr.  Aitken  has  retired  from  ac- 
tive work  on  the  farm. 

Our    subject    was    married    in    185 1    to 
Miss  Janette  Gillespie,  and   four  sons  and 
four   daughters   grew   up   to   maturity,    re- 
spected by  the  community  where  the}^  are 
known.     These  are:     Ellen  and  Elizabeth, 
twins,  the  former  of  whom  married  Henry 
Chaney,    in    Pottawattamie    county,    Iowa; 
the     latter     also     married ;     Thomas,     who 
lives  near  the  old  home,  is  a  widower  and 
has  his  devoted  mother  with  him  at  pres- 
ent; Mrs.  Isabel  Lathrop,  who  is  a  widow 
living    at    Carbondale;    William;    Walter; 
Margaret,  who  married  Daniel  Martin  and 
resides  in  Missouri ;  and  Charles,  who  is  the 
farmer  on  the  home  place.    He  married  Miss 
Jane  Patten,  a  daughter  of  J.  K.  Patten,  of 
this  neighborhood.     Mrs.  Aitken  is  a  well 
preserved  woman  and  looks  after  the  affairs 
of  her  sons  on  their  farm,  at  the  present, 
her  pleasant  and  thrifty  ways  making  every- 
thing  tidy   and   comfortable   around    them. 
Both  she  and  Mr.  Aitken  are  good  and  wor- 
thy members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
all  of  the  sons,  except  one,  have  adopted  the 


religious  views  of  their  excellent  parents. 
The  family  is  a  representative  one,  well 
known  and  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  they 
come  into  compact. 


OSCAR  H.  MARSH. 

The  world   instinctively  pays  deference 
to  the  man  whose  success  has  been  worthil}'- 
achieved,  who  has  acquired  high  reputation 
along  the  line  toward   which  his   energies 
have  been  directed,  and  whose  social  promi- 
nence is  not  less  the  result  of  an  irreproach- 
able life  than  of  the  recognized  natural  gifts. 
It  is  a  pleasing  indulgence  to  write  the  biog- 
raphy of  a  man  of  this  character.    The  coun- 
try has  produced  many  brilliant  men  who 
in  militar}-  or  civil  life  have  won  prominence 
and  honor ;  most  of  our  noblest  and  best  men 
are  self-made,  and  Mr.  Marsh  is  a  represen- 
tative of  this  class,  for  his  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  labors  wherein  wealth  and  influence 
availed  little  or  naught,  the  measure  of  suc- 
cess depending  upon  the  mentality,  intellect- 
ual acquirements  and  broad  culture  of  the 
individual.     Mr.  Marsh  has  left  the  imprint 
of  his  individuality  on  each  place  in  which, 
for  any  length  of  time,  he  has  resided,  and 
has  opened  to  man}-  the  portals  of  knowl- 
edge, wherein  memory's  casket  may  be  filled 
with  the  choicest  gems — the  only  treasures 
V'hich  ^^•e  may  safely  call  our  own.     As  an 
educator  and  writer  he  is  now  widely  known, 
familiarity   through   the   medium   of  books 
with  the  most  gifted  minds  of  every  nation 
and  of  every  clime  has  well  qualified  him  for 
his  incumbency  as  superintendent  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Mills  county. 

Oscar  Hamdon  Marsh  is  descended 
from  notable  ancestry  on  both  his  father's 
and  mother's  sides,  the  mother  belonging  to 
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the  well  known  Snyder  family  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, while  his  father  conies  from  that 
branch  of  the  Marsh  family  which  f^ained 
prominence  throu.^h  the  invention  of  the 
machine  har\cstcr.  'ilie  subject  of  this  re- 
view was  burn  near  \\'illiamsi)()rt,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1864,  and  be.qan  his  education  in 
the  district  schools.  His  father's  interest  in 
educational  matters  led  the  son  to  read  and 
study  much  at  home.  lie  was  provided  with 
good  privileges  in  ilic  line  of  mental  training. 
\\'hen  a  youth  of  fifteen  he  became  a  student 
in  the  preparatory  dei)artment  of  what  is 
now  Sus(|uehanna  L^iiversity.  at  vSelin's 
Grove,  PennsyKania,  where  he  slutlied  for 
four  years.  He  was  prominent  in  literary 
and  historical  circles  and  was  the  editor  of 
the  Philo,  one  of  the  society  journals,  for 
sexeral  years.  He  continued  his  education 
in  Pennsylvania  College,  where  he  matricu- 
lated as  a  junior  in  1883.  and  at  once  took 
high  rank  in  literature,  languages  and  his- 
tory. While  a  student  in  that  institution  he 
also  acted  as  president  of  the  Phrenokosmian 
Literary  Society,  which  he  represented  on  a 
number  of  public  occasions.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  F>eta  Chapter  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta  fraternity,  \\hich  he  represented 
witli  great  credit  in  several  oratorical  and 
literary  contests. 

Professor  Marsh's  first  step  after  leaving 
school  was  to  take  up  the  study  of  law.  He 
devoted  his  leisure  time  to  a  perusal  of  the 
most  reliable  text-books  on  the  science  of 
jurisprudence,  and  in  1886  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  after  which  he  successfully  engaged 
in  practice  for  a  year.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  however,  he  came  west  to 
accept  the  position  of  principal  in  the  schools 
of  Oakland,  biwa.  where  he  remained  for 
four  years,  during  which  time  the  education- 
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al  system  of  that  city  was  largely  improved, 
the  schools  being  placed  upon  a  splendid 
basis.  Three  years  later,  while  acting  as 
principal  of  the  schools  of  Emerson,  his  suc- 
cess as  an  educatf)r  became  so  well  .known 
that  the  people  of  Mills  county  elected  liim 
county  superintendent  in  the  fall  of  i8<>7. 
His  county  is  strongly  Republican  and  Pro- 
fessor Marsh  is  an  advocate  of  the  Democra- 
j  cy,  but  his  political  opinions  seemed  to  have 
naught  to  do  with  his  election  to  the  ofitice. 
for  his  fellow  citizens  recognize  his  worth 
and  ability  in  the  line  of  his  chosen  calling 
and  know  that  the  schools  are  in  efficient 
luuuls.  His  enthusiasm,  ability  and  strong 
personality  have  inspired  both  teachers  and 
pupils  to  raise  the  standard  of  education  high- 
er. His  efforts  have  led  to  an  increase  of 
twenty  per  cent  in  the  salaries  of  the  teach- 
ers. Libraries  have  been  placed  in  every 
school  and  the  work  of  the  teachers  has 
been  rendered  much  more  effective.  Pro- 
fessor Marsh  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Teachers'  State  Association,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1900.  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
ccninty  superintendents'  section  of  that  or- 
ganization. He  is  also  an  active  member  of 
the  b^ducational  Council  and  his  services 
are  ever  in  demand  as  a  teacher  and  lecturer 
in  normal  institutes. 

Professor  Marsh  has  gained  a  reputation 
as  the  author  of  some  excellent  works  on 
American  history.  He  compiled  and  pub- 
lished a  volume  entitled  Aids  in  United 
States  History,  which  is  now  widely  used 
in  Iowa,  and  he  expects  soon  to  issue  a 
unique  work  entitled  Incidents  and  Anec- 
dotes of  American  History.  He  has  devoted 
much  of  his  spare  time  to  the  subject  and 
has  one  of  the  largest  libraries  of  historical 
works    in    the    state.      Hi--    enthusia.sm    for 
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history  amounts  to  an  inspiration  and  makes 
him  a  vakiable  institute  instructor.  He  is 
the  holder  of  Hfe  diplomas  from  the  states 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  and  his  alma 
mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  mas- 
ter of  arts. 

In  1888  Professor  Marsh  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Stella  G.  Beebe,  of  Corry. 
Pennsylvania,  a  lady  of  superior  culture  and 
literary  refinement.  She  has  also  devoted 
much  of  her  life  to  educational  work  and  is 
now  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  effi- 
cient primarv  teachers  in  the  Glenwood 
schools.  Neither  the  Professor  or  his  wife 
confine  their  reading  exclusively  to  the 
things  which  pertain  to  their  life  work  but 
have  gi\'en  much  attention  to  the  subjects 
of  general  interest.  They  are  broad-minded 
people,  thoroughly  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vanced thought,  progress  and  movements 
of  the  dav,  and  their  labors  in  social  and  in- 
tellectual circles  in  Mills  county  have  com- 
manded the  highest  respect  and  regard  of  all 
with  whom  thev  have  been  associated. 


JOSEPH  U.  WORTMAN. 

One  of  the  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Deer  Creek  township, 
]\Iills  county,  Iowa,  who  is  also  an  honored 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  is  Joseph  j\I.  Wort- 
man.  Mr.  Wortman  was  born  in  1839,  in 
the  state  of  Ohio.  His  father,  Jacob  Wort- 
man,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  his  moth- 
er, Valeria  O.  (Elliott)  Wortman,  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Jacob  Wortman  passed  his  last  days  in 
Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  he  had  removed 
with  his  family  in  1856.  He  had  served 
faithfully  a  short  term  under  General  Jack- 
son in  the  war  of  1812,  and  afterward  en- 


gaged in  Indian  w^arfare.  Benjamin  Wort- 
man, an  uncle,  served  through  the  w-ar  of 
1 81 2  and  through  the  Indian  war,  and  one 
cousin,  Benjamin  W^ortman,  served  in  the 
Alexican  war,  the  family  seeming  to  have  a 
taste  for  military  life,  our  subject  also  mak- 
ing a  brilliant  record  for  himself  in  that  line. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  removed  from 
New  York,  wdiere  she  was  born,  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  she  married,  and  passed  her 
last  days,  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Iowa. 

When  the  \\'ortman  family  drove  across 
the  country  from  Ohio  to  Iowa,  they  found 
very  different  conditions  from  those  they  are 
now  accustomed  to  prevailing  in  that  then 
remote  corner.  The  claim  they  bought  was 
fertile,  but  for  a  time  they  had  to  face  all 
the  adversities  of  pioneer  life,  drought,  wind 
and  crop  failure,  and  bear  for  some  time  the 
isolation  that  was  inevitable,  for  few  neigh- 
borh'  visits  could  be  exchanged  in  those  days. 
These  conditions  were  experienced  by  our 
subject,  and  he  now  has  his  reward,  in  the 
ownership  of  a  fine  farm  of  nearly  five  hun- 
dred acres,  upon  which  he  resides  in  de- 
served comfort. 

In  1 86 1  ]\Ir.  Wortman  left  home  and 
went  to  Omaha,  where  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  Nebraska  Cavalry,  but  the  regiment, 
not  having  its  full  num1:)er,  was  brought  to 
Iowa  and  made  a  part  of  the  Fifth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Lowe.  Its  first 
move  was  to  Benton  Barracks,  at  St.  Louis, 
from  there  being  transferred  to  Fort  Donel- 
son,  wdiere  it  engaged  in  the  battle  fought 
at  that  place  in  1862.  After  that  his  regi- 
ment, now  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, engaged  in  the  chase  and  capture  of 
guerrillas  through  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
and  took  part  in  the  terrible  battle  of  Cor- 
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intli.  since  which  time  niaiiy  a  family  has 
worn  the  token  of  woe.  l'"ollo\vinc;'  this 
l)attle  the  rej^iment  to  which  our  snl)ject 
helong'ed  was  detached,  and  combined  w  itii 
tile  Fourth  Michioan  Cavah-y  ( which  cap- 
tured Jefferson  Davis)  and  tlie  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  Regulars.  The  new  organiza- 
tion became  known  as  the  Saber  Brigade. 
and  under  General  Minty  became  as  famous 
through  the  country  as  the  Iron  Brig-ade, 
under  General  Bragg.  These  trained  sol- 
diers were  experts  in  sword  practice,  and 
their  services  were  constantly  in  demand, 
at  Stone  River.  Nashville,  and  all  around 
Atlanta.  On  account  of  their  skill  and 
bravery  this  brigade  was  always  |)laced  at 
the  front,  and  experienced  hard  fighting  all 
through  the  war.  Asa  cavalryman  our  sub- 
ject was  frequently  called  upon  to  perform 
very  hazardous  picket  and  guard  duty,  often 
being  exposed  to  the  greatest  dangers.  Al- 
though escaping  wounds  he  was  captured 
by  the  enemy  and  placed  in  the  terrible  pris- 
on pen  at  Andersonville.  C(Mitracting  sick- 
ness there  which  necessitated  a  time  in  the 
hospital  at  Bedloe's  island,  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  there  in 
1865.  The  war  has  long  been  happily  over 
and  its  issues  closed,  but  a  grateful  country 
cannot  forget  her  heroes. 

Mr.  W'ortman  married  Amanda  M. 
Dolph.  of  the  well  known  Dolpli  family,  of 
Mills  county,  and  two  children  were  born  to 
them,  William  S.  and  Mrs.  IJcrtlia  White. 
Since  the  war.  Mr.  W'ortman  has  been  an 
ardent  Republican  and  has  filled  a  number 
of  local  offices,  such  as  trustee  and  school 
director.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
belong  to  the  I'nited  Brethren  cliuvcli. 
where  they  are  belo\cd  f^r  ilicir  nian\'  \ir- 
tues.    The  general  estimate  of  Mr.  Wortman 


is  that  of  a  neighbor,  a  good  man.  whom 
every  one  in  the  neighborhood  respects,  and 
this  is  worthy  praise. 


HEXRY  E.  SCIiOEXlX(;. 

Ilenry  V..  Schoening,  one  of  liie  most 
thrifty  and  proseprous  farmers  of  Mills  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Hc^lstein,  Germany,  October 
28,  1838,  his  i)arents  being  I'eter  and  Sylvia 
(  Karsten  )  Schoening.  The  mother  died  in 
(jermany.  May  2,  1849,  when  fifty-six  years 
of  age  but  the  father  afterward  came  to  the 
new  world,  crossing  the  .\tlantic  in  i8()0. 
I  le  took  up  his  abode  in  Oak  township.  Mills 
county,  becoming  one  of  the  successful  farm- 
ers there,  his  attention  being  given  U)  agri- 
cultural pursuits  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  active  Inisiness  career.  He  died  No- 
vember 2,  1881.  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years,  and  is  now  survix'ed  by  two  of  his  four 
children,  the  brother  of  our  subject  l^eing  a 
resident  farmer  of  Pottawattamie  county, 
Iowa. 

Henry  E.  Schoening  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  under  the  parental  roof  and  when 
nineteen  years  of  age  started  out  upon  an 
independent  business  career.  He  has  been 
a  very  successful  farmer  and  st<^ck-raiser  and 
now  owns  over  t'i\c  hundred  acres  of  valu- 
able land  in  Mills  county.  t(\gether  with  three 
hundred  and  twenty  aci"es  in  Lancaster  and 
X^ance  counlics.  .\cl)raska.  lie  also  has 
business  interests  in  Council  r)luffs.  being  a 
member  of  the  In'ui  of  IV'tcrson  &  Schoen- 
ing, dealers  in  hardware  and  furniture.  On 
the  1 8th  of  .\ugust.  1865.  Mr.  Schoening 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katrina 
r.rockman.  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ida 
(Boe)  Ih-ockman.  natives  of  Holstein,  Ger- 
many, whence  they  came  to  America  in  1864, 
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locating  first  in  Nebraska,  where  they  re- 
mained for  four  years,  and  then  removing  to 
St.  Marys  township,  in  Mill.s  county,  Iowa. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoening  have  been 
born  eight  children,  as  follows :  Emma 
Mary,  August  William,  Charlie  Edward, 
Marquart  C,  Anna  Katrina,  Wilhelmina 
Christina,  and  Nelly  Sophia  and  Martha 
Louise,  who  are  deceased.  The  two  oldest 
children  are  living  in  Nebraska  upon  farms 
of  their  lown.  while  the  other  surviving 
members  of  the  family  are  still  with  their 
parents.  There  is  a  grandchild,  Ernest  M. 
Geise,  who  is  living  with  Mr.  Schoening. 

In  his  political  views  the  subject  of  this 
review  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.     He 


has  filled  the  offices  of  township  clerk,  as- 
sessor and  trustee,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  twenty-eight  years,  the 
cause  of  education  finding  in  him  a  warm 
friend.  In  all  his  public  duties  he  has  been 
found  true  and  faithful,  being  known  as  a 
worthy  and  acceptable  officer.  His  pleasant 
home  is  located  about  ten  miles  from  Glen- 
wood  and  eigh.t  miles  from  Council  Bluffs. 
Mr.  Schoening  is  ]:)ublic-spirited  in  an  emi- 
nent degree ;  national  progress  and  local  ad- 
vancement are  both  dear  to  the  heart  of  this 
adopted  and  thoroughly  loyal  son  of  the  re- 
public. His  devotion  to  the  country  is  above 
question,  and  no  faithful  son  of  America'  is 
more  true  to  her  institutions  or  more  faith- 
ful to  his  duties  of  citizenship. 
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